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Sir  JOSEPH  BANKS,  Bam 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  ROYAfc  SOCIETY* 


S I R, 

TH  E Domestic  Medicine  having 
been  honoured,  on  its  firft  appearance, 
with  the  patronage  of  your  learned  and  worthy 
Predeceffor,  the  late  Sir  John  Pringle,  I beg 
leave,  in  a more  improved  ftate,  to  dedicate  it 
to  you,  as  a fmall,  but  fincere  teftimony  of 
that  feneration  and  efteem  with  which  I have 
long,  beheld  the  Man  who,  born  to  eafe 
and  affluence,  had  refolution  to  encounter 
the  dangers  of  unknown  feas  and  diftant 

climes* 


fi  E D I C A T I O W. 

c'Jimes,  in  purfait  of  ufeful  Science;  and 
Vvhofe  conftant  object  has  been  to  render 
that  Science  fubfervient  to  the  happinefs  and 

civilization  of  Society. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great, 
refpect., 

SIR, 

1 '' 

Your  molt  obedient  fervant** 


London* 
Nor.  <10,  1 7 83, 


W.  BUCHAN, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


WENTY  years  have  now  elapfed  fince  the 


flrft  Edition  of  this  Book  made  its  appear- 
ance.  During  this  period,  the  Author,  having  been 
in  conftant  pradtice,  has  taken  occafion  to  improve 
feveral  articles,  which  were  with  lefs  accuracy  in- 
ferred in  the  more  early  impreflions.  For  this  he  has 
been  cenfured  by  fome,  but  the  more  candid  and 
difcerning  muff  approve  his  condudt.  It  would  be 
unpardonable  in  an  Author  to  fuffer  an  error  in  a 
book,  on  which  health  and  life  may  depend,  to 
(land  uncorredled;  nor  would  it  be  much  lefs  fo  to 
perceive  an  omiflion,  and  leave  it  unfupplied.  His 
improvements,  however,  are  not  the  refult  of  mer- 
cenary views.  The  fame  principle  which  prompted 
the  Author  to  write  the  Book,  will  ever  induce  him 
to  improve  it  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power. 

The  Author  has  indeed  to  regret,  that  the  limits 
of  one  volume  preclude  many  interefting  obferva- 
tions,  and  likewife  deprive  him  of  the  pleafure  of 
inferring  a number  of  very  ufeful  remarks  made  by 
his  learned  and  ingenious  friend  Dodlor  Duplanil, 
of  Paris,  who  has  done  him  the  honour  of  pub- 
lifhing  an  elegant  tranflation  of  this  Work,  in  five 
volumes  odtavo,  accompanied  with  an  excellent 
commentary. 

The  improvements  of  the  later  editions  are 
chiefly  inferted  in  the  form  of  notes.  Thefe  are 
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trended  either  to  illuftrate  the  text,  or  to  put  peo- 
ple oa  their  guard  in  dangerous  fituations,  and 
prevent  fatal  mi  Hakes  in  the  practice  of  medicine, 
which  it  is  to  be  regretted  are  bur  too  common. 

Some  attention  has  likewife  been  paid  to  the 
language.  Where  that  was  either  inaccurate  or 
obfeure,  as  far  as  was  pradicable,  it  has  been  cor* 
re&ed.  Indeed,  the  Author  has  all  along  endea-  1 
voured  to  obferve  fuch  fimplicity  and  perlpicuity 
in  his  ftyle  as  might  enable  the  reader  clearly  to 
underfland  it:  a circumltanqe  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance in  a performance  of  this  nature. 

Although  the  Domestic  Medicine  was  never 
intended  to  fupercede  the  ufe  of  a phyfician,  but 
to  fupply  his  place  in  fituations  where  medical  af- 
fiftance  could  not  eafily  be  obtained  ; yet  the  Au- 
thor is  lorry  to  obferve,  that  the  jealoufies  and  fears 
of  the  Faculty  have  prompted  many  of  them  to  treat 
this  Work  in  a manner  altogether  unbecoming  the 
profelfors  of  a liberal  fcience:  notwithflanding 

their  injurious  treatment,  he  is  determined  to  perfilb 
‘in  his  plan,  being  fully  convinced  of  its  util i 
nor  ihall  intereit  or  prejudice  ever  deter  him  frorn 
exerting  his  bell  endeavours  to  render  the  Medical 
Art  more  extenfively  beneficial  Mankind. 

But  this  illiberal  treatment  of  the  Faculty  is  not 
the  only  thing  of  which  the  Author  has  ^caufe  to 
complain.  By  l’orne  of  them  his  Book  has  been 
fe'rved  up  mangled  and  mutilated,  and  its  title, 

• type,  fize,  &c.  fo  clofely  imitated,  that  purchafers 
are  milled,  and  frequently  buy  thefe  fpurious  pro- 
ductions mftead  of  the  real  one.  That  a needy 
S Author, 


\ 
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Author,  incapable  himfelf  of  producing  an  original 
work,  fhould  prey  upon  another,  and  that  a mer- 
cenary Bookfeller  fhould  vend  fuch  productions, 
knowing  them  to  be  ftolen,  are  things  not  at  all  to 
be  wondered  at:  but  that  all  this  can  be  done  with 
impunity,  fhews  that  the  laws  of  this  country  re- 
fpecting  literary  property,  are  (till  in  a very  imper- 
fe£t  ftate,  and  ftand  much  in  need  of  amendment* 

London, 

Pec,  10,  1 789. 
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PREFACE. 


VJI7HEN  I firft  fignified  my  intention  of  pub- 
” lifting  the  following  fteets,  I was  told  by 
my  friends  it  would  draw  on  me  the  refentment  of 
the  whole  Faculty.  As  I never  could  entertain 
fuch  an  unfavourable  idea,  I was  refolved  to  make 
the  experiment,  which  indeed  came  out  pretty 
much  as  might  have  been  expe&ed.  Many  whofe 
learning  and  liberality  of  fentiments  do  honour  to 
medicine,  received  the  book  in  a manner  which  at 
once  ftewed  their  indulgence,  and  the  falfity  of  the 
opinion  that  every  phyjician  wijhes  to  conceal  his  art  •> 
while  the  more  felfifh  and  narrow-minded,  gene- 
rally the  moft  numerous  in  every  profeflion,  have 
not  failed  to  perfecute  both  the  book  and  its  author. 

The  reception,  however,  which  this  work  has 
met  with  from  the  Public  merits  my  moft  grateful 
acknowledgments.  As  the  belt  way  of  exprefling 
thefe,  I have  endeavoured  to  render  it  more  gene- 
rally ufeful,  by  enlarging  the  prophylaxis , or  that 
part  which  treats  of  preventing  difeafes;  and  by 
adding  many  articles  which  had  been  entirely  omit- 
ted in  the  former  impreflions.  It  is  needlefs  to 
enumerate  thefe  additions;  I ft  all  only  fay,  that  I 
hope  they  will  be  found  real  improvements. 

The  obfervations  relative  to  Nurfing  and  the  Ma- 
nagement of  Children,  were  chiefly  fuggefted  by  an 
extenfive  practice  among  infants,  in  a large  branch 
of  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  where  I had  an  oppor- 
tunity not  only  of  treating  the  difeafes  incident  to 
childhood,  but  likewife  of  trying  different  plans  of 
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nurfing,  and  obfcrving  their  eflfc&s.  Whenever  I 
had  it  in  my  power  to  place  the  children  under  the 
care  of  proper  nurfes,  to  inftruft  thefe  nurfes  in 
their  duty,  and  to  be  fatisfied  that  they  performed 
it,  very  few  of  them  died;  but  when,  from  diftance 
of  place,  and  other  unavoidable  circumftances,  the 
children  were  left  to  the  foie  care  of  mercenary 
nurfes,  without  any  perfon  to  inftrudt  or  fuperin- 
tend  them,  fcarce  any  of  them  lived. 

This  was  fo  apparent,  as  with  me  to  amount  to 
a proof  of  the  following  melancholy  fa6t  : That  aU 
moft  one  half  of  the  human  fpecies  perifh  in  infancy , by 
improper  management  or  neglett . 1 his  reflexion  has 

made  me  often  wifh  to  be  the  happy  inftrument  of 
alleviating  the  miferies  of  thole  differing  innocents, 
or  of  relcuing  them  from  an  untimely  grave.  No 
one,  who  has  not  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving 
them,  can  imagine  what  abfurd  and  ridiculous 
practices  dill  prevail  in  the  nurfing  and  management 
of  infants,  and  what  numbers  of  lives  are  by  that 
means  loll  to  fociety.  As  thele  practices  are  chiefly 
owing  to  ignorance,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  when 
nurfes  are  better  informed,  their  conduct  will  be 
more  proper. 

The  application  of  medicine  to  the  various  oc- 
cupations of  life  has  been  in  general  the  reiult  of 
observation.  An  extenfive  practice  for  feveral  years, 
in  one  of  the  largeit  manufacturing  towns  in  L ng- 
land,  afforded  me  fufflcient  opportunities  of  ob- 
ferving the  injuries  which  thofe  uleful  people  luftain 
from  their  particular  employments,  and  likewile  of 
trying  various  methods  of  obviating  fuch  injuries. 
The^fuccefs  which  attended  thele  trials  was  fufii- 
cient  to  encourage  this  attempt,  which  I hope  will 
be  of  ufe  to  thofe  who  are  under  the  neceflity  of 
earning  their  bread  by  fuch  employments  as  are 
unfavourable  to  health. 
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I do  not  mean  to  intimidate  men,  far  lefs  to  in- 
finuate  that  even  thofe  arts,  the  pra&ice  of  which 
is  attended  with  fome  degree  of  danger,  fhould  not 
be  carried  on  ; but  to  guard  the  lefs  cautious  and 
unwary  againft  thofe  dangers  which  they  have  it  in 
their  power  to  avoid,  and  which  they  often,  through 
mere  ignorance,  incur.  As  every  occupation  in 
life  difpofes  thofe  who  follow  it  to  fome  particular 
difeafes  more  than  to  others,  it  is  certainly  of  im- 
portance to  know  thefe,  in  order  that  people  may 
be  upon  their  guard  againft  them.  It  is  always 
better  to  be  warned  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy, 
than  to  be  furprifed  by  him,  efpecially  where  there 
is  a pofiibility  of  avoiding  the  danger. 

The  obfervations  concerning  Diet,  Air,  Exercife, 
&c.  are  of  a more  general  nature,  and  have  not 
efcaped  the  attention  of  phyficians  in  any  age. 
They  are  fubjedts  of  too  great  importance,  how- 
ever, to  be  pafted  over  in  an  attempt  of  this  kind, 
and  can  never  be  fufficiently  recommended.  The 
man  who  pays  a proper  attention  to  thefe,  will  fel- 
dom  need  the  phyfician  ; and  he  who  does  not,  will 
feldom  enjoy  health,  let  him  employ  as  many  phy- 
ficians as  he  pleafes. 

Though  we  have  endeavoured  to  point  out  the 
caufes  of  difeafes,  and  to  put  people  upon  their 
guard  againft  them,  yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged 
that  they  are  often  of  fuch  a nature  as  to  admit  of 
being  removed  only  by  the  diligence  and  a&ivity 
of  the  public  magiftrate.  We  are  forry,  indeed, 
to  obferve,  that  the  power  of  the  magiftrate  is  fei- 
dom  exerted  in  this  country  for  the  prefervation  of 
health.  The  importance  of  a proper  medical  po- 
lice is  either  not  underftood,  or  little  regarded. 
Many  things  highly  injurious  to  the  public  health 
are  daily  pradtiled  with  impunity,  while  others, 
abfolutely  necdfary  for  its  prefervation,  are  entirely 
negledled. 
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Some  of  the  public  means  of  preferving  health 
are  mentioned  in  the  general  prophylaxis,  as  the 
infpedtion  of  provifions,  widening  the  ftreets  of 
great  towns,  keeping  them  clean,  fupplying  the 
inhabitants  with  wholefome  water,  &c.;  but  they 
are  pafied  over  in  a very  curfory  manner.  A pro- 
per attention  to  thefe  would  have  fwelled  this  vo- 
lume to  too  large  a fize  ; I have  therefore  referved 
them  for  thefubjedt  of  a future  publication. 

In  the  treatment  of  difeafes,  I have  been  pecu- 
liarly attentive  to  regimen.  The  generality  of 
people  lay  too  much  ftrefs  upon  Medicine,  and 
trull  too  little  to  their  own  endeavours.  It  is  al- 
ways in  the  power  of  the  patient,  or  of  thofe 
about  him,  to  do  as  much  towards  his  recovery  as 
can  be  effedted  by  the  phyfician.  By  not  attend-  » 
ing  to  this,  the  defigns  of  Medicine  are  often  fruf-  j 
trated  ; and  the  patient,  by  purfuing  a wrong  plan 
of  regimen,  not  only  defeats  the  Dodlor’s  endea-  ; 
vours,  but  renders  them  dangerous.  I have  often  i 
known  patients  killed  by  an  error  in  regimen,  when 
they  were  ufing  very  proper  medicines.  It  will  be 
faid,  the  phyfician  always  orders  the  regimen  when 
he  preferibes  a medicine.  I wifh  it  were  fo,  both 
for  the  honour  of  the  Faculty  and  the  fafety  of 
their  patients:  but  phyficians,  as  well  as  other  peo- 
ple, are  too  little  attentive  to  this  matter. 

Though  many  reckon  it  doubtful  whether  phy- 
fic  is  more  beneficial  or  hurtful  to  mankind, 
yet  all  allow  the  neceflity  and  importance  of  a pro- 
per regimen  in  difeafes.  Indeed  the  very  appe- 
tites of  the  lick  prove  its  propriety.  No  man  in 
his  fenfes  ever  imagined  that  a perfon  in  a fever, 
for  example,  could  eat,  drink,  or  conduct  himfelf 
in  the  fame  manner  as  one  in  perfect  health.  This 
part  of  medicine,  therefore,  is  evidently  founded 
in  Nature,  and  is  every  way  confident  with  reafon 
and  common  fenfe.  Had  men  been  more  atten- 
tive 
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tive  to  it,  and  lcfs  folicitous  in  hunting  after  fe- 
cret  remedies.  Medicine  had  never  become  an  ob- 
jedl  of  ridicule. 

This  feems  to  have  been  the  rfirft  idea  of  Me- 
dicine. The  ancient  phyficians  adled  chiefly  in 
the  capacity  of  nurfes.  They  went  very  little  be- 
yond aliment  in  their  prefcriptions ; and  even  this 
they  generally  adminiftered  themfelves,  attending 
the  flck  for  that  purpofe  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  difeafe  ; which  gave  them  an  opportunity 
not  only  of  marking  the  changes  of  difeafes  with 
great  accuracy,  but  likewife  of  obferving  the  ef- 
fects of  their  different  applications,  and  adapting 
them  to  the  fymptoms. 

The  learned  Dr.  Arbuthnot  afferts,  that  by  a 
proper  attention  to  thofe  things  which  are  almoft 
within  the  reach  of  every  body,  more  good  and  lefs 
mifchief  will  be  done  in  acute  difeafes,  than  by 
medicines  improperly  and  unfeafonably  adminifter- 
ed; and  that  great  cures  may  be  effe&ed  in  chro- 
nical diftempers,  by  a proper  regimen  of  the  diet 
only.  So  entirely  do  the  Doctor’s  fentiments  and 
mine  agree,  that  I would  advife  every  perfon,  ig- 
norant of  phyfic,  to  confine  his  practice  folely  to 
diet,  and  the  other  parts  of  regimen ; by  which 
means  he  may  often  do  much  good,  and  can  fel- 
dom  do  any  hurt. 

This  feems  alfo  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the 
ingenious  Dr.  Huxham,  whoobferves,  that  we  often 
feek  from  Art  what  all-bountiful  Nature  moft  rea- 
dily, and  as  effectually,  offers  us,  had  we  diligence 
and  fagacity  enough  to  obferve  and  make  ufe  of 
them;  that  the  dietetic  part  of  Medicine  is  not  fo 
much  ftudied  as  it  ought  to  be;  and  that,  though 
lefs  pompous,  yet  it  is  the  moft  natural  method  of 
curing  difeafes. 

To  render  the  book  more  generally  ufeful,  how- 
ever, as  well  as  more  acceptable  to  the  intelligent 
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part  of  mankind,  I have  in  moft  difeafes,  befides 
regimen,  recommended  fome  of  the  moft  fimple 
and  approved  forms  of  medicine,  and  added  fuch 
cautions  and  directions  as  Teemed  neceifary  for  their 
fafe  adminiftration.  It  would  no  doubt  have  been 
more  acceptable  to  many,  had  ft  abounded  with 
pompous  prescriptions,  and  promifed  great  cures 
in  confequence  of  their  ufe  ; but  this  was  not  my 
plan  : I think  the  adminiftration  of  medicines  al- 
ways doubtful,  and  often  dangerous,  and  would 
much  rather  teach  men  how  to  avoid  the  neceflity 
of  ufing  them,  than  how  they  fhould  be  ufed. 

Several  medicines,  and  thofe  of  considerable  ef- 
ficacy, may  be  adminiftered  with  great  freedom  and 
fafety.  PhySicians  generally  trifle  a long  time 
with  medicines  before  they  learn  their  proper  ufe. 
Many  peafants  at  prefent  know  better  how*  to  ufe 
fome  of  the  moft  important  articles  in  the  materia 
medica , than  phyficians  did  a century  ago  3 and 
doubtlefs  the  Same  observation  will  hold  with  regard 
to  others  Some  time  hence.  Wherever  I was  con- 
vinced that  medicine  might  be  ufed  with  Safety,  or 
where  the  cure  depended  chiefly  upon  it,  1 have 
taken  care  to  recommend  it ; but  where  it  was 
either  highly  dangerous,  or  not  very  necefiary,  it 
is  omitted. 

I have  not  troubled  the  reader  with  an  ufelefs 
parade  of  quotations  from  different  authors,  but 
have  in  general  adopted  their  observations  where 
my  own  were  either  defe&ive,  or  totally  wanting. 
Thofe  to  whom  1 am  moft  obliged  are,  Ramazini, 
Arbuthnot,  and  Tiffot  the  laft  of  which,  in  his 
Avis  au  Peupley  comes  the  neareft  to  my  views  of 
any  author  which  I have  Seen.  Had  the  Do&or’s 
plan  been  as  complete  as  the  execution  is  mafterly, 
we  fhould  have  had  no  occafion  for  any  new  trea- 
tife  of  this  kind  foon  $ but  by  confining  him  Self  to 
the  acute  difeafes,  he  has  in  my  opinion  omitted 
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the  mod  ufeful  part  of  his  fubjeCt.  People  in  acute 
difeafes  may  fometimes  be  their  own  phyficians  ; 
but  in  the  chronic,  the  cure  mud  ever  depend 
chiefly  upon  the  patient's  own  endeavours.  The 
DoCtor  has  alfo  pafled  over  the  Prophylaxisy  or  pre- 
ventive part  of  Medicine,  very  (lightly,  though  it 
is  certainly  of  the  greatefl  importance  in  fuch  a 
work.  He  had  no  doubt  his  reafons  for  fo  doing, 
and  I am  fo  far  from  finding  fault  with  him,  that  I 
think  his  performance  does  great  honour  both  to  his 
head  and  to  his  heart. 

Several  other  foreign  phyficians  of  eminence 
have  written  on  nearly  the  fame  plan  with  Tiflfot,  as 
the  Baron  Van  Swieten,  phyfician  to  their  Imperial 
Majefties ; M.  Rofen,  fird  phyfician  of  the  king- 
dom of  Sweden,  &c. ; but  thefe  gentlemen’s  .pro- 
ductions have  never  come  to  my  hand.  I cannot 
help  wifhing,  however,  that  fome  of  our  diflin- 
guiflied  countrymen  would  follow  their  example. 
There  dill  remains  much  to  be  done  on  this  fubjedt, 
and  it  does  not  appear  to  me  how  any  man  could 
better  employ  his  time  or  talents,  than  in  eradicating 
hurtful  prejudices,  and  difFufing  ufeful  knowledge 
among  the  people. 

I know  lome  of  the  Faculty  difapprove  of  every 
attempt  of  this  nature,  imagining  that  it  mud  totally 
dcdroy  their  influence.  But  this  notion  appears  to 
me  to  be  as  abfurd  as  it  is  illiberal.  People  in  dif- 
trels  will  always  apply  for  relief  to  men  of  fupe- 
rior  abilities,  when  they  have  it  in  their  power  ; and 
they  will  do  this  with  far  greater  confidence  and 
readinefs  when  they  believe  that  Medicine  is  a ra- 
tional lcience,  than  when  they  take  it  to  be  only  a 
matter  of  mere  conjecture. 

Though  I have  endeavoured  to  render  this  Trea- 
tife  plain  and  ufeful,  yet  I found  it  impoflible  to 
avoid  fome  terms  of  art ; but  thofe  are  in  general 
pither  explained,  or  are  fuch  as  mod  people  under- 
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(land.  In  fhort,  I have  endeavoured  to  conform 
my  ftyle  to  the  capacities  of  mankind  in  general  5 
and,  if  my  Readers  do  not  flatter  either  themfelves 
or  me,  with  fome  degree  of  fuccefs.  On  a medi- 
cal fubjeft,  this  is  not  fo  eafy  a matter  as  fome 
may  imagine.  To  make  a fliew  of  learning  is 
eafier  than  to  write  plain  fenfe,  efpecially  in  a ici- 
ence  which  has  been  kept  at  fuch  a diftance  from 
common  obfervation.  It  would  however  be  no 
difficult  matter  to  prove,  that  every  thing  valuable 
in  the  practical  part  of  Medicine  is  within  the  reach 
of  common  abilities. 

It  would  be  ungenerous  not  to  exprefs  my  warm- 
ed acknowledgments  to  thole  Gentlemen  who  have 
endeavoured  to  extend  the  ufefulnefs  of  this  Per- 
formance, by  tranflating  it  into  the  language  of 
their  refpe&ive  countries.  Mod  of  them  have  not 
only  given  elegant  tranflations  of  the  Book,  but 
have  alfq  enriched  it  with  many  ufeful  obferva- 
tions ; by  which  it  is  rendered  more  complete, 
and  better  adapted  to  the  climate  and  the  condi- 
tutions  of  their  countrymen.  To  the  learned  Dr. 
Duplanil  of  Paris,  phyfician  to  the  Count  d’Artois, 
I lie  under  particular  obligations  ; as  this  Gentle- 
man has  not  only  confiderably  enlarged  my  Trea- 
tife,  but,  by  his  very  ingenious  and  ufeful  notes, 
has  rendered  it  fo  popular  on  the  Continent,  as  to 
occafion  its  being  tranflated  into  all  the  languages 
of  modern  Europe. 

I have  only  to  add,  that  the  book  has  not  more 
exceeded  my  expettations  in  its  fuccels,  than  in  the 
effects  it  has  produced.  Some  of  the  mod  perni- 
cious practices,  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of  the 
fick,  have  already  given  place  to  a more  rational 
conduct ; and  many  of  the  mod  hurtful  prejudices, 
which  feemed  to  be  quite  infurmountable,  have  in 
a great  meafure  yielded  to  better  information.  Of 
this  a Aronger  indance  cannot  be  given  than  the 
4 inocu- 
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inoculation  of  the  fmall-pox.  Few  mothers,  fome 
years  ago,  would  fubmit  to  have  their  children 
inoculated  even  by  the  hand  of  a Phyfician  ; yet 
nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  of  late  many  of 
them  have  performed  this  operation  with  their  own 
hands ; and  as  their  fuccefs  has  been  equal  to  that 
of  the  mod  dignified  inoculators,  there  is  little  rea- 
fon  to  doubt  that  the  pra&ice  will  become  general. 
Whenever  this  fhall  be  the  cafe,  more  lives  will  be 
faved  by  inoculation  alone,  than  are  at  prefent  by 
all  the  endeavours  of  the  Faculty. 
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THE  improvements  in  Medicine,  fince  the  re- 
vival of  learning,  have  by  no  means  kept 
pace  with  thofe  of  the  other  arts.  The  reafon  is 
obvious.  Medicine  has  been  dudied  by  few,  ex- 
cept thofe  who  intended  to  live  by  it  as  a trade. 
Such,  either  from  a miftaken  zeal  for  the  honour 
of  Medicine,  or  to  raife  their  own  importance,  have 
endeavoured  to  difguife  and  conceal  the  art.  Me- 
dical authors  have  generally  written  in  a foreign 
language  j and  thofe  who  were  unequal  to  this  talk, 
have  even  valued  them  (elves  upon  couching,  at 
lead,  their  prefcriptions,  in  terms  and  chara&ers 
unintelligible  to  the  red  of  mankind. 

The  contentions  of  the  clergy,  which  happened 
foon  after  the  reftoration  of  learning,  engaged  the 
attention  of  mankind,  and  paved  the  way  for  that 
freedom  of  thought  and  inquiry,  which  has  fince 
prevailed  in  mod  parts  of  Europe  with  regard  to 
religious  matters.  Every  man  took  a fide  in  thofe 
bloody  difputes;  and  every  gentleman,  that  he 
might  didinguilh  himfelf  on  one  fide  or  other,  was 
inftru&ed  in  Divinity.  This  taught  people  to  think 
and  reafon  for  themfelves  in  matters  of  religion, 
and  at  lad  totally  dedroyed  that  complete  and  ab- 
folute  dominion  which  the  clergy  had  obtained  over 
the  minds  of  men. 

The  dudy  of  Law  has  likew.ife,  in  mod  civilized 
nations,  been  judly  deemed  a neceffary  part  of  the 
education  of  a gentleman.  Every  gentleman  ought 
certainly  to  know  at  lead  the  laws  of  his  own  coun- 
try: and,  if  he  were  alfo  acquainted  with  thofe  of 
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others,  it  might  be  more  than  barely  an  ornament 
to  him. 

The  different  branches  of  Philofophy  have  alfo 
of  late  been  very  univerfally  ftudied  by  all  who 
pretended  to  a liberal  education.  The  advantages 
of  this  are  manifeft.  It  frees  the  mind  from  pre- 
judice and  fuperftition  ; fits  it  for  the  inveftigation 
of  truth;  induces  habits  of  reafoning  and  judging 
properly  ; opens  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  enter- 
tainment; paves  the  way  to  the  improvement  of 
arts  and  agriculture  ; and  qualifies  men  for  adting 
with  propriety  in  the  moft:  important  ftations  of 
life. 

Natural  Hiftory  is  likewife  become  an  objefl  of 
general  attention ; and  it  well  deferves  to  be  fo. 
It  leads  to  difcoveries  of  the  greateft  importance. 
Indeed  agriculture,  the  moft  ufeful  of  all  arts,  is 
only  a branch  of  Natural  Hiftory,  and  can  never 
arrive  at  a high  degree  of  improvement  where  the 
Itudy  of  that  fcience  is  negledted. 

Medicine  however  has  not,  as  far  as  I kilow, 
in  any  country,  been  reckoned  a neceffary  part  of 
the  education  of  a gentleman.  But  furely  no  fuf- 
ficient  reafon  can  be  aftigned  for  this  omiftion.  No 
fcience  lays  open  a more  extenfive  field  of  ufeful 
knowledge,  or  affords  more  ample  entertainment 
to  an  inquifitive  mind.  Anatomy,  Botany,  Chy- 
miftry,  and  the  Materia  Medica , are  all  branches 
of  Natural  Hiftory,  and  are  fraught  with  fuch 
a-mu  ferment  and  utility,  that  the  man  who  entirely 
negle&s  them  has  but  a forry  claim  either  to  taftc 
or  learning.  If  a gentleman  has  a turn  for  ob- 
fervation,  fays  an  excellent  and  fenfible  writer*, 
furely  the  natural  hiftory  of  his  own  fpecies  is  a 
more  interefting  fubject,  and  prefents  a more  ample 
field  for  the  exertion  of  genius,  than  the  natural 
hiftory  of  fpiders  and  cockle-fhells. 

* Oblervations  on  the  Duties  and  Offices  of  a Pbyfician. 

We 


XXI 


INTRODUCTION. 

We  do  not  mean  that  every  man  (hould  become 
a phyfician.  This  would  be  an  attempt  as  ridicu- 
lous as  it  is  impofiible.  All  w'e  plead  for  is,  that 
men  of  fenfe  and  learning  fhould  be  fo  far  acquaint- 
ed with  the  general  principles  of  Medicine,  as  to 
be  in  a condition  to  derive  from  it  fome  of  thofe 
advantages  with  which  it  is  fraught ; and  at  the 
fame  time  to  guard  themfelves  againft  the  dellruc- 
tive  influences  of  Ignorance,  Superftition,  and 
Quackery. 

As  matters  (land  at  prefenf,  it  is  eafier  to  cheat 
a man  out  of  his  life  than  of  a (hilling,  and  almoft 
impofiible  either  to  detedl  or  punifh  the  offender. 
Notwithftanding  this,  people  ftill  fhut  their  eyes, 
and  take  every  thing  upon  trufl  that  is  adminifter- 
ed  by  any  Pretender  to  Medicine,  without  daring 
to  afk  him  a reafon  for  any  part  of  his  conduct. 
Implicit  faith,  every  where  elfe  the  objedl  of  ridi- 
cule, is  dill  facred  here.  Many  of  the  faculty  are 
no  doubt  worthy  of  all  the  confidence  that  can  be 
repofed  in  them  ; but  as  this  can  never  be  the 
character  of  every  individual  in  any  profefiion,  it 
would  certainly  be  for  the  fafety,  as  well  as  the  ho- 
nour, of  mankind,  to  have  fome  check  upon  the 
conduct  of  thofe  to  whom  they  entruft  fo  valuable 
a treafure  as  health. 

The  veil  of  myftery,  which  (till  hangs  over  me- 
dicine, renders  it  not  only  a conjectural,  but  even 
a fufpicious  art.  This  has  been  long  ago  removed 
from  the  other  fciences,  which  induces  naany  to 
believe  that  Medicine  is  a mere  trick,  and  that  it 
will  not  bear  a fair  and  candid  examination.  Me- 
dicine, however,  needs  only  to  be  better  known, 
in  order  to  fecure  the  general  efteem  of  mankind. 
Its  precepts  are  fuch  as  every  wife  man  would  chufe 
to  obferve,  and  it  forbids  nothing  but  what  is  in- 
compatible with  true  happinefs. 

b Difguifing 
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Difguifing  Medicine  not  only  retards  its  im- 
provement as  a fcience,  but  expofes  the  profeflion 
to  ridicule,  and  is  injurious  to  the  true  interefls  of 
lociety.  An  art  founded  on  obfervation  can  never 
arrive  at  any  high  degree  of  improvement,  while 
it  is  confined  to  a few  who  make  a trade  of  it. 
The  united  obfervations  of  all  the  ingenious  and 
fenfible  part  of  mankind,  would  do  more  in  a few 
years  towards  the  improvement  of  Medicine,  than 
thofe  of  the  Faculty  alone  in  a great  many.  Any 
man  can  tell  when  a medicine  gives  him  eafe  as 
well  as  a phyfician;  and  if  he  only  knows  the 
name  and  dofe  of  the  medicine,  and  the  name  of 
the  difeafe,  it  is  fufficient  to  perpetuate  the  fadl. 
Yet  the  man  who  adds  one  fingle  tadl  to  the  flock 
of  medical  obfervations,  does  more  real  fervice  to 
the  art,  than  he  who  writes  a volume  in  fupport  of 
fome  favourable  hypothecs. 

Very  few  of  the  valuable  difcoveries  in  Medi- 
cine have  been  made  by  phyficians.  They  have  in 
general  either  been  the  effedt  of  chance  or  of  necef- 
fity,  and  have  been  ufually  oppofed  by  the  Faculty, 
till  every  one  elfe  was  convinced  of  their  import- 
ance. An  implicit  faith  in  the  opinions  of  teachers, 
an  attachment  to  fyllems  and  eflablifhed  forms, 
and  the  dread  of  refledcions,  will  always  operate 
upon  thofe  who  follow  Medicine  as  a trade.  Few 
improvements  are  to  be  expedted  from  a man  who 
might  ruin  his  charadler  and  family  by  even  the 
fmalleft  deviation  from  an  eflablifhed  rule. 

If  men  of  letters,  fays  the  author  of  the  per- 
formance quoted  above,  were  to  claim  their  right 
of  inquiry  into  a matter  that  fo  nearly  concerns 
them,  the  good  effedls  of  Medicine  would  foon 
appear.  Such  men  would  have  no  feparate  intereft 
from  that  of  the  art.  They  would  detedl  and  ex- 
pofc  affuming  Ignorance  under  the  mafk  of  Gravity 
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and  Importance,  and  would  be  the  judges  and  pa- 
trons of  model!  merit.  Not  having  their  under- 
ftandings  perverted  in  their  youth  by  faife  theories, 
unawed  by  authority,  and  unbiaffed  by  intereft, 
they  would  canvafs  with  freedom  the  moft  univer- 
fally  received  principles  in  Medicine,  and  expofe 
the  uncertainty  of  many  of  thofe  dodlrines,  of 
which  a phyfician  dares  not  fo  much  as  feem  to 
doubt. 

No  argument,  continues  he,  can  be  brought 
againft  laying  open  Medicine,  which  does  not  ap- 
ply with  equal,  if  not  greater  force,  to  religion ; 
yet  experience  has  fhewn,  that  fince  the  laity  have 
afierted  their  right  of  inquiry  into  thefe  fubje&s. 
Theology,  confidered  as  a fcience,  has  been  im- 
proved, the  interefts  of  real  religion  have  been 
promoted,  and  the  clergy  have  become  a more 
learned,  a more  ufeful,  and  a more  refpedtable 
body  of  men,  than  they  ever  were  in  the  days  of 
their  greateft  power  and  fplendour. 

Had  other  medical  writers  been  as  honeft  as  this 
gentleman,  the  art  had  been  upon  a very  different 
footing  at  this  day.  Moft  of  them  extol  the  merit 
of  thofe  men  who  brought  Philofophy  out  of  the 
fchools,  and  fubjedled  it  to  the  rules  of  common 
fenfe.  But  they  never  confider  that  Medicine,  at 
prefent,  is  in  nearly  the  fame  fituation  as  Philofo- 
phy was  at  that  time,  and  that  it  might  be  as  much 
improved  by  being  treated  in  the  fame  manner. 
Indeed,  no  fcience  can  either  be  rendered  rational 
or  ufeful,  without  being  fubmitted  to  the  common 
fenfe  and  reafon  of  mankind.  Thefe  alone  ftamp 
a value  upon  fcience  5 and  what  will  not  bear  the 
teft  of  thefe  ought  to  be  reje&ed. 

I know  it  will  be  faid,  that  diffufing  medical 
knowledge  among  the  people  might  induce  them 
to  tamper  with  Medicine,  and  to  truft  to  their  own 
fkill  inftead  of  calling  a phyftcian.  The  reverfe  of 
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this  however  is  true.  Perfons  who  have  mod 
knowledge  in  thefe  matters,  are  commonly  mod 
ready  both  to  afk  and  to  follow  advice,  when  it  is 
neceffary.  The  ignorant  are  always  mod  apt  to 
tamper  with  Medicine,  and  have  the  lead  confi- 
dence in  phyficians.  Indances  of  this  are  daily  to 
be  met  with  among  the  ignorant  peafants,  who, 
while  they  abfolutely  refufe  to  take  a medicine 
which  has  been  preferibed  by  a phyfician,  will  fwal- 
low  with  greedinefs  any  thing  that  is  recommended 
to  them  by  their  credulous  neighbours.  Where 
men  will  a£t  even  without  knowledge,  it  is  cer- 
tainly more  rational  to  afford  them  all  the  light 
we  can,  than  to  leave  them  entirely  in  the  dark. 

It  may  alfo  be  alleged,  that  laying  Medicine 
more  open  to  mankind  would  leffen  their  faith  in 
it.  This  wouki  indeed  be  the  cafe  with  regard  to 
fome  ; but  it  would  have  a quite  contrary  effeft 
upon  others.  I know  many  people  who  have  the 
utmod  dread  and  horror  of  every  thing  preferibed 
by  a phyfician,  but  who  will  neverthelefs  very 
readily  take  a medicine  which  they  know,  and 
whofe  qualities  they  are  in  fome  meafure  acquaint- 
ed with.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  dread  arifes 
from  the  doftor,  not  from  the  drug.  Nothing 
ever  can  or  will  infpire  mankind  with  an  abfolute 
confidence  in  phyficians,  but  an  open,  frank,  and 
undifguifed  behaviour.  While  the  lead  fhadow  of 
mydery  remains  in  the  condudt  of  the  Faculty, 
doubts,  jealoufies,  and  fufpicions,  will  arile  in  the 
minds  of  men. 

No  doubt  cafes  will  fometimes  occur,  where  a 
prudent  phyfician  may  find  it  expedient  to  difguife 
a medicine.  The  whims  and  humours  of  men 
mud  be  regarded  by  thofe  who  mean  to  do  them 
fervicej  but  this  can  never  affedt  the  general  ar- 
gument in  favour  of  candour  and  openntfs.  A 
man  might  as  well  allege,  becaufe  there  are  knaves 
10  and 
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and  fools  in  the  world,  that  he  ought  to  take  every 
one  he  meets  for  fuch,  and  to  treat  him  according- 
ly. A fenfible  phyfician  will  always  know  where 
difgtiife  is  neceffary;  but  it  ought  never  to  appear 
on  the  face  of  his  general  conduCt. 

The  appearance  of  mydery  in  the  conduCt  of 
phyficians  not  only  renders  their  art  fufpicious,  but 
lays  the  foundations  of  Quackery,  which  is  the 
difgrace  of  Medicine.  No  two  characters  can  be 
more  different  than  that  of  the  honed  phyfician  and 
the  quack;  yet  they  have  generally  been  very  much 
confounded.  The  line  between  them  is  not  fuffi- 
ciently  apparent;  at  lead  it  is  too  fine  for  the  gene- 
ral eye.  Few  perfons  are  able  to  didinguifh  fuffi-  * 
ciently  between  the  conduCt  of  that  man  who  ad- 
miniders  a fecret  medicine,  and  him  who  writes 
a prefcription  in  mydical  characters  and  an  un- 
known tongue.  Thus  the  conduct  of  the  honed 
phyfician,  which  needs  no  difgufe,.  gives  a fanc- 
tion  to  that  of  the  villain,  whole  foie  confequence 
depends  upon  fecrecy. 

No  laws  will  ever  be  able  to  prevent  quackery, 
while  people  believe  that  the  quack  is  as  honed  a 
man,  and  as  well  qualified,  as  the  phyfician.  A 
very  fmall  degree  of  medical  knowledge,  however, 
would  be  fufficient  to  break  this  fpell;  and  nothing 
ell'e  can  effectually  undeceive  them.  It  is  the  igno- 
rance and  credulity  of  the  multitude,  with  regard 
to  medicine,  which  renders  them  fuch  an  eafy  prey 
to  every  one  who  has  the  hardinefs  to  attack  them 
on  this  quarter.  Nor  can  the  evil  be  remedied  by 
any  other  means  but  by  making  them  wifer. 

The  mod  effectual  way  to  deftroy  quackery  in 
any  art  or  fcience,  is  to  diffufe  the  knowledge  of  it 
among  mankind.  Did  phyficians  write  their  pre- 
fcriptions  in  the  common  language  of  the  country, 
and  explain  their  intentions  to  the  patient,  as  far  as 
he  could  underdand  them,  it  would  enable  him  to 
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know  when  the  medicine  had  the  defired  effedt; 
would  infpire  him  with  abfolute  confidence  in  the 
phyfician;  and  would  make  him  dread  and  deteft 
every  man  who  pretended  to  cram  a fecret  medicine 
down  his  throat. 

Men  in  the  different  Rates  of  fociety,  have  very 
different  views  of  the  lame  objedt.  Some  time  ago 
it  was  the  practice  of  this  country  for  every  perfon  to 
lay  his  prayers  in  Latin,  whether  he  knew  any  thing 
of  that  language  or  not.  This  condudt,  though  facred 
in  the  eyes  of  our  anceftors,  appears  ridiculous 
enough  to  us  ; and  doubtlefs  lome  parts  of  ours  will 
Lem  as  ftrange  to  pofterity.  Among  thefe  we  may 
reckon  the  prefent  mode  of  medical  prefcription, 
which,  we  venture  to  affirm,  will  fometime  hence  ap- 
pear to  have  been  completely  ridiculous,  and  a very 
high  burlefque  upon  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind. 

But  this  pradtice  is  not  only  ridiculous,  it  is  like- 
wife  dangerous.  However  capable  phyficians  may 
be  of  writing  Latin,  I am  certain  apothecaries  are  not 
always  in  a condition  to  read  it,  and  that  dangerous 
miftakes,  in  confequence  of  this,  often  happen.  But 
fuppofe  the  apothecary  ever  fo  able  to  read  the  phy- 
fician’s  prefcription,  he  is  generally  otherwile  em- 
ployed, and  the  bufinefs  of  making  up  preferiptions 
is  left  entirely  to  the  apprentice.  By  this  means  the 
greateft  man  in  the  kingdom,  even  when  he  employs 
a firft-rate  phyfician,  in  reality  trufts  his  life  in  the 
hands  of  an  idle  boy,  who  has  not  only  the  chance 
of  being  very  ignorant,  but  likewife  giddy  and  care- 
lefs.  Miftakes  will  fometimes  happen  in  lpite  of 
the  greateft  care;  but,  where  human  lives  are  con- 
cerned, all  poffible  methods  ought  certainly  to  be 
taken  to  prevent  them.  For  this  reaton,  the  pre- 
feriptions of  phyficians,  inftead  of  being  couched 
in  myftical  eharadters  and  a dead  language,  ought, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  to  be  conceived  in  the  moft 
plain  and  obvious  terms  imaginable, 
it 
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Diffufing  medical  knowledge  among  the  people 
would  not  only  tend  to  improve  the  art,  and  to  banifli 
quackery,  but  likewife  to  render  Medicine  more  uni- 
verfally  ufeful,  by  extending  its  benefits  to  fociety. 
However  long  Medicine  may  have  been  known  as  a 
fcience,  we  will  venture  to  fay,  that  many  of  its  mod 
important  purpofes  to  fociety  have  either  been  over- 
looked,or  very  littleattended to.  The cureof difeafes 
is  doubtlefs  a matter  of  great  importance;  but  the 
prefervation  of  health  is  of  ilill  greater.  This  is  the 
concern  of  every  man,  and  furely  what  relates  to  it 
ought  to  be  rendered  as  plain  and  obvious  to  all  as 
poffible.  It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  men  can  be 
fufficiently  upon  their  guard  againft  difeafes,  who 
are  totally  ignorant  of  their  caules.  Neither  can 
the  legiflature,  in  whofe  power  it  is  to  do  much 
more  for  preferving  the  public  health  than  can  ever 
be  done  by  the  Faculty,  exert  that  power  with 
propriety,  and  to  the  greateft  advantage,  without 
lome  degree  of  medical  knowledge. 

Men  of  every  occupation  and  condition  in  life 
might  avail  themfelves  of  a degree  of  medical 
knowledge ; as  it  would  teach  them  to  avoid  the 
dangers  peculiar  to  their  refpective  ftations;  which 
is  always  eafier  than  to  remove  their  effects.  Me- 
dical knowledge,  inftead  of  being  a check  upon 
the  enjoyments  of  life,  only  teaches  men  how  to 
make  the  moft  of  them,  it  has  indeed  been  faid, 
that  to  live  medically  is  to  live  miferably  : but  it 
might  with  equal  propriety  be  faid,  that  to  live  ra- 
tionally is  to  live  miferably.  If  phyficians  ob- 
trude their  own  ridiculous  whims  upon  mankind, 
or  lay  down  rules  inconfiftent  with  reafon  or  com- 
mon fenfe,  no  doubt  they  will  be  defpifed.  But 
this  is  not  the  fault  of  Medicine.  It  propofes  no 
rules  that  I know,  but  fuch  as  are  perfe&ly  con- 
fident with  the  true  enjoyment  of  life,  and  every 
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way  conducive  to  the  real  happinefs  of  man- 
kind. 

We  are  forry  indeed  to  obferve,  that  Medicine 
has  hitherto  hardly  been  confidered  as  a popular 
icience,  but  as  a branch  of  knowledge  folely  con- 
fined to  a particular  fet  of  men,  while  all  the  reft 
have  been  taught  not  only  to  negledt,  but  even  to 
dread  and  defpife  it.  It  will  however  appear,  upon 
a more  ftridt  examination,  that  no  fcience  better 
deferves  their  attention,  or  is  more  capable  of 
being  rendered  generally  ufeful. 

People  are  told,  that  . if  they  dip  the  lead  into 
medical  knowledge,  it  will  render  them  fanciful, 
and  make  them  believe  they  have  every  difeafe 
of  which  they  read.  This  I am  fatisfied  will 
feldom  be  the  cafe  with  fenfible  people;  and,  fup- 
pofe  it  were,  they  rauft  foon  be  undeceived.  A 
fhort  time  will  fhew  them  their  error,  and  a little 
more  reading  will  infallibly  corredt  it.  A fingle 
inftance  will  fhew  the  abfurdity  of  this  notion.  A 
fenfible  lady,  rather  than  read  a medical  perform- 
ance, which  would  inftrudt  her  in  the  management 
of  her  children,  generally  leaves  them  entirely  to  the 
care  and  condudt  of  the  moft  ignorant,  credulous, 
and  fuperftitious  part  of  the  human  fpecies. 

No  part  of  Medicine  is  of  more  general  im- 
portance than  that  which  relates  to  the  nurfing 
and  management  of  children.  Yet  few  parents 
pay  a proper  attention  to  it.  They  leave  the  foie 
care  of  their  tender  offspring,  at  the  very  time 
when  care  and  attention  are  moft  neceffary,  to  hire- 
lings, who  are  either  too  negligent  to  do  their  duty, 
or  too  ignorant  to  know  it.  We  will  venture  to 
affirm,  that  more  human  lives  are  loft  by  the  care- 
leffnefs  and  inattention  of  parents  and  nurles,  than 
are  faved  by  the  Faculty*,  and  that  the  joint  and 
well-condudted  endeavours,  both  of  private  per- 
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fons  and  the  public,  for  the  preservation  of  infant 
lives,  would  be  of  more  advantage  to  Society,  than 
the  whole  art  of  Medicine,  upon  its  prefent  foot- 
ing. 

The  benefits  of  Medicine,  as  a trade,  will  ever 
be  confined  to  thofe  who  are  able  to  pay  for  them ; 
and  of  courfe,  the  far  greater  part  of  mankind  will 
be  every  where  deprived  of  them.  Phyficians,  like 
other  people,  mud:  live  by  their  employment,  and 
the  poor  mud  either  want  advice  altogether,  or 
take  up  with  that  which  is  worfe  than  none.  There 
are  not  however  any  where  wanting  well-difpofed 
people,  of  better  lenfe,  who  are  willing  to  Supply 
the  defed  of  medical  advice  to  the  poor,  did  not 
their  fear  of  doing  ill  often  fupprefs  their  inclination 
to  do  good.  Such  people  are  often  deterred  from 
the  mod  noble  and  praife-worthy  actions,  by  the 
foolifh  alarms  founded  in  their  ears  by  a fet  of  men 
who,  to  raife  their  own  importance,  magnify  the 
difficulties  of  doing  good,  find  fault  with  what  is 
truly  commendable,  and  fleer  at  every  attempt  to 
relieve  the  Tick  which  is  not  condudtecl  by  the 
precife  rules  of  Medicine.  Thefe  gentlemen  mud 
however  excufe  me  for  faying,  that  I have  often 
known  fuch  well-difpofed  perfons  do  much  good; 
and  that  their  practice,  which  is  generally  the 
refult  of  good  fenfe  and  obfervation,  aflided  by 
a little  medical  reading,  is  frequently  more  ra- 
tional thttn  that  of  the  ignorant  retainer  to  phvfic, 
who  defpifes  both  reafon  and  obfervation,  that  he 
may  go  wrong  by  rule ; and  who,  while  he  is  dofing 
his  patient  with  medicines*  often  negledts  other 
things  of  far  greater  importance. 

Many  things  are  neccflary  for  the  fick  befides 
medicine.  Nor  is  the  perfon  who  takes  care  to 
procure  thefe  for  them,  of  lefs  importance  than  a 
phyfician.  The  poor  oftener  perifll  in  difeafes  for 
want  of  proper  nurfing  than  of  medicine.  They 
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are  frequently  in  want  of  even  the  neceflaries  of 
life,  and  dill  more  fo  of  v/hat  is  proper  for  a fick- 
bed.  No  one  can  imagine,  who  has  not  been  a 
witnefs  of  thefe  fituations,  how  much  good  a well- 
difpofed  perfon  may  do,  by  only  taking  care  to 
have  fuch  wants  fupplied.  There  certainly  cannot 
be  a more  necefiary,  a more  noble,  or  a more  god- 
like action,  than  to  adminilter  to  the  wants  of  our 
fellow-creatures  in  diftrefs.  While  virtue  or  re- 
ligion are  known  among  mankind,  this  condudl 
will  be  approved;  and  while  Heaven  is  juft,  it 
inuft  be  rewarded  ! 

Perfons  who  do  not  chufe  to  adminifter  medi- 
cine to  the  fick,  may  neverthelefs  direct  their  re- 
gimen. An  eminent  medical  author  has  faid. 
That  by  diet  alone  all  the  intentions  of  Medicine 
may  be  am  vered*.  No  doubt  a great  many  of  them 
may  ; but  there  are  other  things  befide  diet,  which 
ought  by  no  means  to  be  negle&ed.  Many  hurt- 
ful and  deftru&ive  prejudices,  with  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  the  fick,  ftill  prevail  among  the  peo- 
ple, which  perfons  of  better  fenfe  and  learning 
alone  can  eradicate.  To  guard  the  poor  againft: 
the  influence  of  thefe  prejudices,  and  to  inftil  into 
their  minds  fomejuft  ideas  of  the  importance  of 
proper  food,  frefh  air,  cleanlinefs,  and  other  pieces 
of  regimen  neceftary  in  difeafes,  would  be  a work 
of  great  merit,  and  productive  of  many  happy 
confequences.  A proper  regimen,  in  moft  difeafes, 
is  at  lead  equal  to  medicine,  and  in  many  of  them 
it  is  greatly  luperior. 

To  aftift  the  well-meant  endeavours  of  the  hu- 
mane and  benevolent  in  relieving  diftrefs;  to  era- 
dicate dangerous  and  hurtful  prejudices;  to  guard 
rhe  ignorant  and  credulous  againft  the  frauds  and 
impositions  of  quacks  and  impoftors ; and  to  ftiew 
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men  what  is  in  their  own  power,  both  with  regard 
to  the  prevention  and  cure  of  difeafes,  are  certainly' 
objeds  worthy  of  the  phyfician’s  attention,  Thefe 
were  the  leading  views  irj  compofmg  and  publifh- 
ing  the  following  fheets.  They  were  fuggefted  by 
an  attention  to  the  conduct  of  mankind,  with  re- 
gard to  Medicine,  in  the  courfe  of  a pretty  long 
pradice  in  different  parts  of  this  ifland,  during 
which  the  author  has  often  had  occafion  to  wifh. 
that  his  patients,  or  thofe  about  them,  had  been 

fjofleffed  of  fome  fuch  plain  diredory  for  regu- 
ating  their  condud,  How  far  he  has  fucceeded 
in  his  endeavours  to  fupply  this  deficiency,  muft 
be  left  for  others  to  determine;  but  if  they  be 
found  to  contribute  in  any  meafure  towards  alle- 
viating the  calamities  of  mankind,  he  will  think 
his  labour  very  well  bellowed. 
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PART  I. 


OF  THE 


GENERAL  CAUSES  OF  DISEASES. 

CHAP.  I. 

OF  CHILDREN. 


HE  better  to  trace  difeafes  from  their  original 


caufes,  we  fhall  take  a view  of  the  common 


treatment  of  mankind  in  the  {fate  of  infancy.  Tn 
this  period  of  our  lives,  the  foundations  of  a good 
or  bad  conftitution  are  generally  laid  ; it  is  therefore 
of  importance,  that  parents  be  well  acquainted  with 
the  various  caufes  which  may  injure  the  health  of 
their  offspring. 

It  appears  from  the  annual  regifters  of  the  dead, 
that  almoft  one  half  of  the  children  born  in  Great 
Britain  die  under  twelve  years  of  age.  To  many, 
indeed,  this  may  appear  a natural  evil  •>  but,  on  due 
examination,  it  will  be  found  to  be  one  of  our  own 
creating.  Were  the  death  of  infants  a natural  evil, 
other  animals  would  beas  liable  todie  young  as  man  5 
but  this  we  find  is  by  no  means  the  cafe. 

It  may  feem  ftrange  that  man,  notwithftanding 
his  fuperior  reafon,  fhould  fall  fo  far  fhort  of  other 
animals  in  the  management  of  his  young : But  our 
furprife  will  foon  ceafe*  if  we  confider  that ‘brutes, 
guided  by  inftinft,  rfever  err  in  this  refpedj  while 
man,  trufting  folely  to  art,  is  feldom  right.  Were 
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a catalogue  of  thofe  Infants  who  perifh  annually  by 
art  alone  exhibited  to  public  view,  it  would  adonifh 
mod  people. 

If  parents  are  above  taking  care  of  their  children, 
others  mud  be  employed  for  that  purpofe : thefc 
will  always  endeavour  to  recommend  themfclves  by 
the  appearance  of  extraordinary  (kill  and  addrefs. 
By  this  means  fuch  a number  of  unneceflary  and  de- 
ftrudtive  articles  have  been  introduced  into  the  diet, 
clothing,  &:c.  of  infants,  that  it  is  no  wonder  fo 
many  of  them  perifh. 

Nothing  can  be  more  prepoderous  than  a mother 
who  thinks  it  below  her  to  take  carq  of  her  own 
child,  or  who  is  fo  ignorant  as  not  to  know  what 
is  proper  to  be  done  for  it.  If  we  fearch  Nature 
throughout,  we  cannot  find  a parallel  to  this.  Every 
other  animal  is  the  nurfe  of  its  own  offspring,  and 
they  thrive  accordingly.  Were  the  brutes  to  bring 
up  their  young  by  proxy,  they  would  diare  the  fame 
fate  with  thofe  of  the  human  fpecies. 

We  mean  not,  however,  to  impofe  it  as  a talk 
upon  every  mother  to  fuckle  her  own  child.  This, 
whatever  fpeculative  writers  may  allege,  is  in  fome 
cafes  impracticable,  and  would  inevitably  prove  de- 
drudtive  both  to  the  mother  and  child.  Women  of 
delicate  conditutions,  fubjedt  to  hyderic  fits,  or  other 
nervous  affedtions,  make  very  bad  nurfes : and  thei’e 
complaints  are  now  fo  common,  that  it  is  rare  to  find 
a woman  of  faffiion  free  from  them;  fuch  women, 
therefore,  fuppofing  them  willing,  are  often  unable 
to  fuckle  their  own  children. 

Almod  every  mother  would  be  in  a condition  to 
give  fuck,  did  mankind  live  agreeably  to  Nature: 
but  whoever  confiders  how  far  many  mothers  deviate 
from  her  didlates,  will  not  be  furprifed  to  find  fome 
of  them  unable  to  perform  that  neceffary  office. 
Mothers  who  do  not  cat  a fufficient  quantity  of  folid 
food,  nor  enjoy  the  benefit  of  free  air  and  exercife, 
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can  neither  have  wholefome  juices  themfelves,  nor 
afford  proper  nourifhment  to  an  infant.  Hence  chil- 
dren who  are  fuckled  by  delicate  women,  either  die 
young,  or  continue  weak  and  fickly  all  their  lives. 

When  we  fay  that  mothers  are  not  always  in  a 
condition  to  fuckle  their  own  children,  we  would  not 
be  underftood  as  difcouraging  that  pra&ice.  Every 
mother  who  can,  ought  certainly  to  perform  fo  tender 
and  agreeable  an  office  *.  But,  fuppofe  it  to  be  out 
of. her  power,  ffie  may,  neverthelefs,  be  of  great 
fervice  to  her  child.  The  bufinefs  of  nurfing  is  by 
no  means  confined  to  giving  fuck.  To  a woman 
who  abounds  with  milk,  this  is  the  eafieft  part  of  it. 
Numberlefs  other  offices  are  necefiary  for  a child, 
which  the  mother  ought  at  leaft  to  fee  done. 

A mother  who  abandons  the  fruit  of  her  womb, 
as  foon  as  it  is  born,  to  the  foie  care  of  an  hireling, 
hardly  deferves  that  name.  A child,  by  being 
brought  up  under  the  mother’s  eye,  not  only  fecures 
her  affe&ion,  but  may  reap  all  the  advantages  of  a 
parent’s  care,  though  it  be  fuckled  by  another. 
How  can  a mother  be  better  employed  than  in  fuper- 
intending  the  nurfery  ? This  is  at  once  the  mod 
delightful  and  important  office ; yet  the  mod  trivial 
bufinefs  or  infipid  amufements  are  often  preferred  to 
it ! A ftrong  proof  both  of  the  bad  tafte  and  wrong 
education  of  modern  females. 

a * Many  advantages  would  arife  to  fociety,  as  well  as  to  indi- 
viduals, from  mothers  fuckling  their  own  children.  It  would 
prevent  the  temptation  which  poor  women  are  laid  under  of  aban- 
doning their  children  to  fuckle  thofe  of  the  rich  for  the  fake  of 
gain:  by  which  means  fociety  lofes  many  of  its  moft  ufeful  mem- 
bers, and  mothers  become  in  fome  fenfe  the  murderers  of  their 
own  offspring.  I am  fure  I fpeak  within  the  truth  when  I fay, 
that  not  one  in  twenty  of  thofe  children  live,  who  are  thus  aban- 
doned by  their  mothers.  For  this  reafon  no  mother  lhould  be 
allowed  to  fuckle  another’s  child,  till  her  own  is  either  dead,  or 
fit  to  be  weaned.  A regulation  of  this  kind  would  fave  many 
lives  among  the  poorer  fort,  and  could  do  no  hurt  to  the  rich,  as 
inofl  women  who  make  good  nurfes  are  able  to  fuckle  two  children 
in  facceffion  upon  the  fame  milk. 
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It  is  indeed  to  be  regretted,  that  more  care  is  not 
bedowed  in  teaching  the  proper  management  of  chil- 
dren to  thofe  whom  Nature  has  defigned  for  mothers. 
This,  indead  of  being  made  the  principal,  is  fcldom 
confidered  as  any  part  of  female  education.  Is  it 
any  wonder,  when  females  fo  educated  come  to  be 
mothers,  that  they  fhould  be  quite  ignorant  of  the 
duties  belonging  to  that  charadter  ? However  drange 
it  may  appear,  it  is  certainly  true,  that  manymothers, 
and  thole  of  fafhion  too,  are  as  ignorant,  when  they 
have  brought  a child  into  the  world,  of  what  is  to  be 
done  for  it,  as  the  infant  itfelf.  Indeed,  the  mod  igno- 
rant of  the  fex  are  generally  reckoned  mod  knowing 
in  the  bufinefsof  nurfing.  Hence,  fenfible  people  be- 
come the  dupes  cf  ignorance  and  fuperftition;  and 
the  nurfing  of  children,  indead  of  being  conduced 
by  reafon,  is  the  refult  of  whim  and  caprice*. 

Were  the  time  that  is  generally  fpent  by  females  in 
theacquifitionof  triflingaccomplifhments,  employed 
in  learning  how  to  bring  up  their  children;  how  to 
drefs  them  fo  as  not  to  hurt,  cramp,  or  confine  their 
motions;  how  to  feed  them  with  wholefome  and 
nourifhing  food ; how  to  exercife  their  tender  bodies, 
fo  as  bed  to  promote  their  growth  and  drength: 
were  thefe  made  the  objects  of  female  indru&ion, 
mankind  would  derive  the  greated  advantages  from 
it.  But  while  the  education  of  females  implies  little 
more  than  what  relates  to  drefs  and  public  Ihew,  we 
have  nothing  to  expect  from  them  but  ignorance 
even  in  the  mod  important  concerns. 

* Tacitus,  thecelebratcd  Roman  hirtorian,  complains  greatlvof 
the  degeneracy  of  the  Roman  ladies  in  his  time,  with  regard  to  the 
care  of  their  offspring.  He  fays  that,  in  former  times,  the  greateft 
women  in  Rome  ufed  to  account  it  their  chief  glory  to  keep  the 
houlc  and  attend  their  children  ; but  that  now  the  young  infant  was 
committed  to  the  foie  care  of  feme  poor  Grecian  wench,  or  other 
menial  lervant. — We  arc  afraid,  wherever  luxury  and  effeminacy 
prevail,  there  will  be  too  much  ground  for  this  complaint. 
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Did  mothers  reflect  on  their  own  importance,  and 
lay  it  to  heart,  they  would  embrace  every  opportunity 
of  informing  themfelves  of  the  duties  which  they  owe 
to  their  infant  offspring.  It  is  their  province,  not 
only  to  form  the  body,  but  alfo  to  give  the  mind 
its  moft  early  bias.  They  have  it  very  much  in 
their  power  to  make  men  healthy  or  valetudinary, 
ufeful  in  life,  or  the  pefts  of  fociety. 

But  the  mother  is  not  the  only  perfon  concerned 
in  the  management  of  children.  The  father  has  an 
equal  intereft  in  their  welfare,  and  ought  to  afilft  in 
every  thing  that  refpeds  either  the  improvement  of 
the  body  or  mind. 

It  is  pity  that  the  men  fhould  be  fo  inattentive  to 
this  matter.  Their  negligence  is  one  reafon  why 
females  know  fo  little  of  it.  Women  will  ever  be 
defirous  to  excel  in  fuch  accomplifhments  as  recom- 
mend them  to  the  other  fex.  But  men  generally  keep 
at  fuch  a diftance  from  even  the  fmalleft  acquaint- 
ance with  the  affairs  of  the  nurfery,  that  many  would 
reckon  it  an  affront,  were  they  fuppofed  to  know 
any  thing  of  them.  Not  fo,  however,  with  the  ken- 
nel or  the  (tables:  a gentleman  of  the  firft  rank  is 
not  afhamed  to  give  directions  concerning  the  ma- 
nagement of  his  dogs  or  horfes,  yet  would  blufh  were 
he  furprifed  in  performing  the  fame  office  for  that 
being  who  derived  its  exiftence  from  himfelf,  who 
is  the  heir  of  his  fortunes,  and  the  future  hope  of  his 
country. 

Nor  have  phyficians  themfelves  been  fufliciently 
attentive  to  'the  management  of  children:  this 
has  been  generally  confidered  as  the  foie  province 
of  old  women,  while  men  of  the  firft  character  in 
phyfic  have  refufed  to  vifit  infants  even  when  fick. 
Such  condud  in  the  faculty  has  not  only  caufed 
this  branch  of  medicine  to  be  negledled,  but  has  alfo 
encouraged  the  other  fex  to  affume  an  abfolute  title 
to  prelcribe  for  children  in  the  moft  dangerous  dif- 
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eafes.  The  confluence  is,  that  a phyfician  is  feldom 
called  till  the  good  women  have  exhaufted  all  their 
lkill;  when  his  attendance  can  only  ferve  to  divide 
the  blame,  and  appeafe  the  difconfolare  parents. 

Nurfes  fhould  do  all  in  their  power  to  prevent 
difeafes;  but  when  a child  is  taken  ill,  forne  perfon 
of  (kill  ought  immediately  to  be  confulted.  The 
difeafes  of  children  are  generally  acute,  and  the 
lead  delay  is  dangerous. 

Were  phyficians  more  attentive  to  the  difeafes  of 
infants,  they  would  not  only  be  better  qualified  to 
treat  them  properly  when  Tick,  but  likewife  to  give 
ufeful  diredtions  for  their  management  when  well. 
The  difeafes  of  children  are  by  no  means  fo  diffi- 
cult to  be  underftood  as  many  imagine.  It  is  true, 
children  cannot  tell  their  complaints-,  but  the  caufes 
of  them  may  be  pretty  certainly  difeovered  by  obferv- 
ing  the  fymptoms,  and  putting  proper  queftions  to 
the  nurfes.  Befides,  the  difeafes  of  infants  being  lefs 
complicated,  are  eafier  cured  than  thofe  of  adults*. 

It  is  really  aftonifhing,  that  fo  little  attention 
fhould  in  general  be  paid  to  the  prefervation  of  in- 
fants. What  labour  and  expence  are  daily  bellowed 
to  prop  an  old  tottering  carcafe  for  a few  years, 
while  thoufands  of  thofe  who  might  be  ufeful  in  life, 
perifh  without  being  regarded  ! Mankind  are  too  apt 
to  value  things  according  to  their  prefent,  not  their 
future,  ufcfulnefs.  Though  this  is  of  all  others  the 
mod  erroneous  method  of  eftimation ; yet  upon 
no  other  principle  is  it  poffible  to  account  for  the 
general  indifference-  with  reipeft  to  the  death  of 
infants. 

* The  common  opinion,  that  the  difeafes  of  infants  are  hard 
to  difeover  and  difficult  to  cure,  has  deterred  many  phyficians  from 
paying  that  attention  to  them  which  they  deferve.  I can,  however, 
from  experience  declare,  that  this  opinion  is  without  foundation; 
and  that  the  difeafes  of  infants  are  neither  fo  difficult  to  difeover, 
nor  fo  ill  to  cure,  as  thofe  of  adults. 
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Of  Difeqfed  Parents. 

One  great  fource  of  the  difeafes  of  children  is,  the 
unhealthiness  of  Parents.  It  would  be  as  rea- 
fonable  to  expert  a rich  crop  from  a barren  foil,  as 
that  ftrong  and  healthy  children  fhould  be  born  of 
parents  whofe  conftitutions  have  been  worn  out  with 
intemperance  or  difeafe. 

An  ingenious  writer*  obferves,  that  on  the  con- 
ftitution  of  mothers  depends  originally  that  of  their 
offspring.  No  one  who  believes  this,  will  be  fur- 
prifed,  on  a view  of  the  female  world,  to  find  difeafes 
and  death  fo  frequent  among  children.  A delicate 
female,  brought  up  within  doors,  an  utter  ftranger 
to  exercife  and  open  air,  who  lives  on  tea  and  other 
flops,  may  bring  a child  into  the  world,  but  it  will 
hardly  be  fit  to  live.  The  firft  blaffc  of  difeafe  will 
nip  the  tender  plant  in  the  bud:  or,  fhould  it 
ftruggle  through  a few  years  exiftence,  its  feeble 
frame,  fhaken  with  convulfipns  from  every  trivial 
caufe,  will  be  unable  to  perform  the  common  func- 
tions of  life,  and  prove  a burden  to  fociety. 

If  to  the  delicacy  of  mothers,  we  add  the  irregu- 
lar lives  of  fathers,  we  fhall  fee  further  caufe  to  be- 
lieve that  children  are  often  hurt  by  the  conflkution 
of  their  parents.  A fickly  frame  may  be  originally 
induced  by  hardfhips  or  intemperance,  but  chiefly 
by  the  latter.  It  is  impoflible  that  a courfe  of  vice 
fhould  not  fpoil  the  beft  conftitution : and,  did  the 
evil  terminate  here,  it  would  be  a juft:  punifhmenc 
for  the  folly  of  the  fufferer;  but  when  once  a difeafe 
is  contracted  and  riveted  in  the  habit,  it  is  entailed 
on  pofterity.  What  a dreadful  inheritance  is  the 
gout,  the  fcurvy,  or  the  King’s  evil,  to  tranfmit  to 
our  offspring!  how  happy  had  it  been  for  the  heir 
of  many  a great  eftate,  had  he  been  born  a beggar, 
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rather  than  to  inherit  his  father's  fortunes  at  the  ex- 
pence of  inheriting  his  difeafes! 

A perfon  labouring  under  any  incurable  malady 
ought  not  to  marry.  He  thereby  not  only  (hortens 
his  own  life,  but  tranfmits  mifery  to  others:  but 
when  both  parties  are  deeply  tainted  with  the  fero- 
phula,  the  feurvy,  or  the  like,  the  effeds  mud  be 
(till  worfe.  If  fuch  have  any  iflue,  they  mull  be 
miferable  indeed.  Want  of  attention  to  thefe  things, 
in  forming  connexions  for  life,  has  rooted  out  more 
families  than  plague,  famine,  or  the  fword;  and  as 
long  as  thefe  connexions  are. formed  from  mercenary 
views,  the  evil  will  be  continued*. 

InoUr  matrimonial  contrails*  it  is  amazing  fo  little 
regard  is  had  to  the  health  and  form  of  the  objedl. 
Our  fportfmen  know,  that  the  generous  courfer 
cannot  be  bred  out  of  the  foundered  jade,  nor  the 
fagacious  fpaniel  out  of  the  lnarling  cur.  This  is 
fettled  upon  immutable  laws.  The  man  who  mar- 
ries a woman  of  a lickly  conllitution,  and  defeended 
of  unhealthy  parents,  whatever  his  views  may  be, 
•cannot  be  faid  to  a£t  a prudent  part.  A difeafed 
woman  may  prove  fertile;  fhould  this  be  the  cafe, 
the  family  mud  become  an  infirmary:  what  pro- 
fpe£t  of  happinefs  the  father  of  fuch  a family  has, 
we  fhall  leave  any  one  to  judgef. 

Such  children  as  have  the  misfortune  to  be  born 
of  difeafed  parents,  will  require  to  be  nurfed  with 
greater  care  than  others.  This  is  the  only  way  to 

* The  Lacedemonians  condemned  their  king  Arcliidamus  for 
having  married  a weak,  puny  woman;  becaufe,  laid  they,  inltead 
of  propagating  a race  of  heroes,  you  will  fill  the  throne  with  a 
progeny  of  changelings. 

f The  Jews,  by  their  laws,  were,  in  certain  cafes,  forbid  to 
have  any  manner  of  commerce  with  the  difeafed  ; and  indeed  to 
this  all  wife  legifhtors  ought  to  have  a fpecial  regard.  In  fome 
countries,  difealed  perfons  have  a&ufelly  been  forbid  to  marry. 
This  is  an  evil  of  a complicated  kind,  a natural  deformity,  and 
political  mifehief;  and  therefore  requires  a public  confideration. 

make 


OF  CHILDREN,  9 

make  amends  for  the  defe&s  of  conftitution;  and  it 
will  often  go  a great  length.  A healthy  nurfe,  whole- 
fome  air,  and  fufficient  exercife,  will  do  wonders. 
But  when  thefe  are  negledted,  little  is  to  beexpedled 
from  any  other  quarter.  The  defedls  of  conftitu- 
tion cannot  be  fupplied  by  medicine. 

Thofe  who  inherit  any  family  difeafe  ought  to  be 
very  circumfpedt  in  their  manner  of  living.  They 
fhould  confider  well  the  nature  of  luch  difeafe,  and 
guard  againft  it  by  a proper  regimen.  It  is  certain, 
that  family  difeafes  have  often,  by  proper  care,  been 
kept  off  for  one  generation;  and  there  is  reafon  to 
believe,  that,  by  perfifting  in  the  fame  courfe,  fuch 
difeafes  might  at  length  be  wholly  eradicated.  This 
is  a fubjedt  very  little  regarded,  though  of  thft 
greateft  importance.  Family  conftitutions  are  as 
capable  of  improvement  as  family  eftates;  and  the 
libertine,  who  impairs  the  one,  does  greater  injury 
to  his  pofterity,  than  the  prodigal  who  fquanders 
away  the  other. 

Of  the  Clothing  of  Children . 

The  clothing  of  an  infant  is  fo  fimple  a matter, 
that  it  is  furprifing  how  any  perfon  fhould  err  in  it; 
yet  many  children  lofe  their  lives,  and  others  are 
deformed,  by  inattention  to  this  article. 

Nature  knows  no  ufe  of  clothes  to  an  infant,  but 
to  keep  it  warm.  All  that  is  neceftary  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  is  to  wrap  it  in  a foft  loofe  covering.  Were  a 
mother  left  to  the  didlates  of  Nature  alone,  fhe  would 
.certainly  purfue  this  courfe.  But  the  bufinefs  of 
drefting  an  infant  has  long  been  out  of  the  hands  of 
mothers,  and  has  at  laft  become  a fecret  which  none 
but  adepts  pretend  to  underftand. 

From  the  moft  early  ages  it  has  been  thought  ne- 
ceffary,  that  a woman  in  labour  fhould  have  fome 
perfon  to  attend  her.  This  in  time  became  a buft- 
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nefs;  and,  as  in  all  others,  thofe  who  were  employed 
in  it  drove  to  outdo  one  another  in  the  different 
branches  of  their  profeffion.  The  dreffing  of  a child 
came  of  courfe  to  be  confidered  as  the  midwife’s 
province,  who  no  doubt  imagined,  that  the  more 
dexterity  ffie  could  fhew  in  this  article,  the  more  her 
fkill  would  be  admired.  Her  attempts  were  feconded 
by  the  vanity  of  parents,  who,  too  often  defirous  of 
making  a fhew  of  the  infant  as  foon  as  it  was  born, 
were  ambitious  to  have  as  much  finery  heaped  upon 
it  as  poffible.  Thus  it  came  to  be  thought  as  necef- 
fary  for  a midwife  to  excel  in  bracing  and  dreffing  an 
infant,  as  for  a furgeon  to  be  expert  in  applying 
bandages  to  a broken  limb;  and  the  poor  child,  as 
foon  as  it  came  into  the  world,  had  as  many  rollers 
and  wrappers  applied  to  its  body,  as  if  every  bone 
had  been  fractured  in  the  birth;  while  thefe  were 
often  fo  tight,  as  not  only  to  gall  and  wound  its  ten- 
der frame,  but  even  to  obftrudt  the  motion  of  the 
heart,  lungs,  and  other  organs  neceffary  for  life. 

In  molt  parts  of  Britain,  the  practice  of  rolling 
children  with  fo  many  bandages  is  now,  in  lbme  mea- 
fure,  laid  afide;  but  it  would  (till  be  a difficult  tafk 
to  perfuade  the  generality  of  mankind,  that  the  fhape 
of  an  infant  does  not  entirely  depend  on  the  care  of 
the  midwife.  So  far,  however,  are  all  her  endea- 
vours to  mend  the  fhape  from  being  fuccefsful, 
that  they  conftantly  operate  the  contrary  way,  and 
mankind  become  deformed  in  proportion  to  the 
means  ufed  to  prevent  it.  How  little  deformity  of 
body  is  to  be  found  among  uncivilized  nations?  So 
little  indeed,  that  it  is  vulgarly  believed  they  put  all 
their  deformed  children  to  death.  The  truth  is,  they 
hardly  know  fuch  a thing  as  a deformed  child. 
Neither  fhoukl  we,  if  we  followed  their  example. 
Savage  nations  never  think  of  manacling  their  chil- 
dren. They  allow  them  the  full  ufe  of  every  organ, 
carry  them  abroad  in  die  open  air,  waffi  their  bodies 
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daily  in  cold  water,  &c.  By  this  management,  their 
children  become  fo  ftrong  and  hardy,  that,  by  the 
time  our  puny  infants  get  out  of  the  nurfe’s  arms, 
theirs  are  able  to  fhift  for  themfelves*. 

Among  brute  animals,  no  art  is  neceffary  to  pro- 
cure 2c  fine  fh ape.  Though  many  of  them  are  ex- 
tremely delicate  when  they  come  into  the  world, 
yet  'we  never  find  them  grow  crooked  for  want  of 
Twaddling  bands.  Is  nature  lefs  generous  to  the 
human  kind:  No:  but  we  take  the  bufinefs  out  of 
Nature’s  hands. 

Not  only  the  analogy  of  other  animals,  but  the 
very  feelings  of  infants  tell  us,  they  ought  to  be 
kept  eafy  and  free  from  all  preflure.  They  cannot 
indeed  tell  their  complaints;  but  they  can  fhew  figns 
of  pain;  and  this  they  never  fail  to  do,  by  crying 
when  hurt  by  their  clothes.  No  fooner  are  they 
freed  from  their  bracings,  than  they  feem  pleafed 
and  happy;  yet,  flrange  infatuation!  the  moment 
they  hold  their  peace,  they  are  again  committed  to 
their  chains. 

If  we  confider  the  body  of  an  infant  as  a bundle 
of  foft  pipes,  replenifhed  with  fluids  in  continual 
motion,  the  danger  of  preflure  will  appear  in  the 
ftrongeft  light.  Nature,  in  order  to  make  way  for 
the  growth  of  children,  has  formed  their  bodies 
foft  and  flexible;  and  left  they  fhould  receive  any 
injury  from  preflure  in  the  womb,  has  furrounded 
the  fcetus  every  where  with  fluids.  This  fhews  the 
care  which  Nature  takes  to  prevent  all  unequal 
preflure  on  the  bodies  of  infants,  and  to  defend 
them  againft  every  thing  that  might  in  the  leaft 
cramp  or  confine  their  motions. 

* A friend  of  mine,  who  was  feveral  years  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  tells  me,  that  the  natives  neither  put  any  clothes  upon 
their  children,  nor  apply  to  their  bodies  bandages  of  any  kind, 
but  lay  them  on  a pallet,  and  fuffer  them  to  tumble  about  at  plea- 
fure ; yet  they  are  all  ftrait,  and  feldom  have  any  difeafe. 

6 


Even 


t8  OF  CHILDREN. 

Bread,  befides  being  ufed  dry,  may  be  many 
ways  prepared  into  food  for  children.  Onex)f the  beft 
methods  is  to  boil  it  in  water,  afterwards  pouring  the 
water  off,  and  mixing  with  the  bread  a proper  quan- 
tity of  new  milk  unboiled.  Milk  is  both  more 
wholefome  and  nourifhing  this  way  than  boiled,  and 
is  lei's  apt  to  occafion  coftivenefs.  For  a child  farther 
advanced,  bread  may  be  mixed  in  veal  or  chicken 
broth,  made  into  puddings,  or  the  like.  Bread  is  a 
proper  food  for  children  at  all  times,  provided  it  be 
plain,  made  of  wholefome  grain,  and  well  fer- 
mented ; but  when  enriched  with  fruits,  fugars,  or 
fuch  things,  it  becomes  very  unwholefome. 

Itisfoon  enough  to  allow  children  animal  food 
when  they  have  got  teeth  to  eat  it.  They  fhould 
never  talle  it  till  after  they  are  weaned,  and  even 
then  they  ought  to  ufe  it  fparingly.  Indeed,  when 
children  live  wholly  on  vegetable  food,  it  is  apt  to 
four  on  their  ftomachs;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
too  much  flefh  heats  the  body  and  occafions  fevers 
and  other  inflammatory  difeafes.  This  plainly 
points  out  a due  mixture  of  animal  and  vegetable 
food  as  moll:  proper  for  children. 

Few  things  prove  more  hurtful  to  infants,  than  the 
common  method  of  fweetening  their  food.  It  entices 
them  to  take  more  than  they  ought  to  do,  which 
makes  them  grow  fat  and  bloated.  It  is  pretty  cer- 
tain, if  the  food  of  children  were  quite  plain,  that 
they  would  never  take  more  than  enough.  Their 
exceffes  are  entirely  owing  to  nurfes.  If  a child  be 
gorged  with  food  at  all  hours,  and  enticed  to  take  it, 
by  making  it  fweet  and  agreeable  to  the  palate,  is  it 
any  wonder  that  fuch  a child  fhould  in  time  be  in- 
duced to  crave  more  food  than  it  ought  to  have? 

Children  may  be  hurt  by  too  little  as  well  as  too 
much  food.  After  a child  is  weaned,  it  ought  to  be 
fed  four  or  five  times  a day;  but  fhould  never  be 
accuftomed  to  eat  in  the  night;  neither  fhould  it  have 
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too  much  at  a time.  Children  thrive  bed  with  fmall 
quantities  of  food  frequently  given.  This  neither 
overloads  the  ftomach  nor  hurts  tho  digedion,  and 
is  certainly  mod  agreeable  to  nature 

Writers  on  nurfing  have  inveighed  with  fuch 
vehemence  againft  giving  children  too  much  food, 
that  many  parents,  by  endeavouring  to  fhun  that 
error,  have  run  into  theoppofice  extreme,  and  ruined 
the  conditutions  of  their  children.  But  the  error  of 
pinching  children  in  their  food  is  more  hurtful  than 
the  other  extreme.  Nature  has  many  ways  of  re- 
lieving herfelf  when  overcharged;  but  a child,  who 
is  pinched  with  hunger,  will  never  become  a drong 
or  healthy  mart.  That  errors  are  frequently  com- 
mitted on  both  Tides,  we  are  ready  to  acknowledge; 
but  where  one  child  is  hurt  by  the  quantity  of  its 
food,  ten  fuffer  from  the  quality.  This  is  the  prin- 
cipal evil,  and  claims  our  drifted  attention. 

Many  people  imagine,  that  the  food  which  they 
themfelves  love  cannot  be  bad  for  their  children: 
but  this  notion  is  very  abfurd.  In  the  more  ad- 
vanced periods  of  life  we  often  acquire  an  inclina- 
tion for  food,  which  when  children  we  could  not 
endure.  Befides,  there  are  many  things  that  by  ha- 
bit may  agree  very  well  with  the  domach  of  a grown 
perfon,  which  would  be  hurtful  to  a child;  as  high- 
feafoned,  failed,  and  fmoke-dried  provifions,  &c. 
It  would  alfo  be  improper  to  feed  children  with  fac 
meat,  drong  broths,  rich  foups,  or  the  like. 

All  drong  liquors  are  hurtful  to  children.  Some 
parents  teach  their  children  to  guzzle  ale,  and  other 
fermented  liquors,  at  every  meal.  Such  a praftice 
cannot  fail  to  do  mifchief.  Thefe  children  feldom 
efcape  the  violence  of  the  fmall-pox,  mealies,  hoop- 
ing cough,  or  fome  inflammatory  diforder.  Milk, 
water,  butter- milk,  or  whey,  are  the  mod  proper 
for  children  to  drink.  If  they  have  any  thing  flronger, 
it  may  be  fine  fmall  bterx  or  a little  wine  mixed  with 
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water.  The  domachs  of  children  can  diged  well 
enough  wirhout  the  affidance  of  warm  ftimulants  : 
befides,  being  naturally  hot,  they  are  eafily  hurt  by 
every  thing  of  a heating  quality. 

Few  things  are  more  hurtful  to  children  than  un- 
ripe fruits.  They  weaken  the  powers  of  digedion, 
and  four  and  relax  the  domach,  by  which  means  it 
becomes  a proper  nefl  for  infects.  Children  indeed 
fhew  a great  inclination  for  fruit,  and  I am  apt  to 
believe,  that  if  good  ripe  fruit  were  allowed  them 
in  proper  quantity,  it  would  have  no  bad  efredts.  We 
never  tind  a natural  inclination  wrong,  if  properly 
regulated.  Fruits  are  generally  of  a cooling  nature, 
and  corredt  the  heat  and  acrimony  of  the  humours. 
This  is  what  mod  children  require  ; only  care  fhould 
be  taken  led  they  exceed.  Indeed  the  bed  way  to 
prevent  children  from  going  to  excels  in  the  ule  of 
fruit,  or  eating  that  which  is  bad,  is  to  allow  them 
a proper  quantity  of  what  is  good*. 

Roots  which  contain  a crude  vifeid  juice  fhould 
be  fparingly  given  to  children.  They  fill  the  body 
with  grofs  humours,  and  tend  to  produce  eruptive 
difeafes.  This  caution  is  peculiarly  neceffary  for 
the  poor;  glad  to  obtain  at  a frnall  price  what  will 
fill  the  bellies  of  their  children,  they  duff  them  two 
or  three  times  a day  with  greafy  potatoes,  or  other 
crude  vegetables.  Children  had  better  eat  a fmaller 
quantity  of  food  which  yields  a wholffome  nourifh- 
ment,  than  be  crammed  with  what  their  digtdive 
powers  are  unable  properly  to  afiimilate. 

* Children  arc  alwa7S  fickly  in  the  fruit  feafon,  which  may 
be  thus  accounted  for:  Two-thirds  of  the  fruit  which  comes  to 
market  in  this  country  is  really  unripe;  and  children  not  being 
In  a condition  to  judge  for  themfelves,  eat  whatever  they  can 
lay  their  hands  upon,  which  often  proves  little  better  than  a 
poifon  to  their  tender  bowels.  Servants,  and  others  who  have 
the  care  of  children,  Ihould  be  ftri&ly  forbid  to  give  them  any 
fruit  without  the  knowledge  cf  their  parents. 
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Butter  ought  likwife  to  be  fparingly  given  to 
children.  It  both  relaxes  the  domach,  and  produces 
grofs  humours.  Indeed,  mod  things  that  are  fat  or 
oily,  have  this  effedt.  Butter  when  faked,  becomes 
dill  more  hurtful.  Inftead  of  butter,  fo  liberally 
given  to  children  in  mod  parts  of  Britain,  we  would 
recommend  honey.  Honey  is  not  only  wholefome, 
but  cooling,  cleanfing,  and  tends  to  fweeten  the 
humours.  Children  who  eat  honey  are  feldom 
troubled  with  worms:  they  are  alfo  lefs  fubjedt  to 
cutaneous  difeafes,  as  itch,  fcabbed  head,  &c. 

Many  people  err  in  thinking  that  the  diet  of  chil- 
dren ought  to  be  altogether  moid.  When  children 
live  entirely  upon  (lops,  it  relaxes  their  folids,  ren- 
ders them  weak,  and  difpofes  them  to  the  rickets, 
the  fcrophula,  and  other  glandular  diforders.  Re- 
laxation is  one  of  the  mod  general  caufes  of  the  dif- 
eafes of  children.  Every  thing  therefore  which  tends 
to  unbrace  their  folids,  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided. 

We  would  not  be  underdood  by  thefe  obferva- 
tions  as  confining  children  to  any  particular  kind  of 
food.  Their  diet  may  be  frequently  varied,  provided 
always  that  fufficient  regard  be  had  to  fimplicity. 

Of  the  Exercife  of  Children . 

Of  all  the  caufes  which  confpire  to  render  the  life  v 
of  man  fhortand  miferable,  none  has  greater  influence 
than  the  want  of  proper  exercise:  healthy  parents, 
wholefomefood,  and  proper  clothing,  will  avail  little, 
where  exercife  is  negledted.  Sufficient  exercife  will 
make  up  for  feveral  defedts  in  nurfing;  but  nothing 
can  fuppl  v the  want  of  it.  It  is  abfolutely  necedary  to 
the  health,  the  growth,  and  the  drength  of  children. 

The  defire  of  exercife  is  coeval  with  life  itfelf. 
Were  this  principle  attended  to,  many  difeafes  might 
be  prevented.  Bur,  while  indolence  and  fedentary 
employments  prevent  two-thirds  of  mankind  from 
either  taking  fufficient  exercife  themfelves,  or  giving 
it  to  their  children,  what  have  we  to  expedt  but  dif- 
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eafes  and  deformity  among  their  offspring?  The 
rickets,  fo  deftru&ive  to  children,  never  appeared 
in  Britain  till  manufa£tures  began  to  flourifh,  and 
people,  attracted  by  the  love  of  gain,  left  the  coun- 
try to  follow  fedentary  employments  in  great  towns. 
It  is  amongft  thefe  people  that  this  difeafe  chiefly 
prevails,  and  not  only  deforms,  but  kills  many  of 
their  offspring. 

The  conduft  of  other  young  animals  fhews  the 
propriety  of  giving  exercife  to  children.  Every 
other  animal  makes  ufe  of  its  organs  of  motion  as 
foon  as  it  can,  and  many  of  them,  even  when  under 
no  neceffity  of  moving  in  quell  of  food,  cannot  be 
reflrained  without  force.  This  is  evidently  the 
cafe  with  the  calf,  the  lamb,  and  moft  other  young 
animals.  If  thefe  creatures  were  not  permitted  to 
frifk  about  and  take  exercife,  they  would  foon  die 
or  become  difeafed.  The  fame  inclination  appears 
very  early  in  the  human  fpecies;  but  as  they  are 
not  able  to  take  exercife  themfclves,  it  is  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  their  parents  and  nurfes  to  afiift  them. 

Children  may  be  exercifed  various  ways.  The 
bed  method  while  they  are  light,  is  to  carry  them 
about  in  the  nurie’s  arms*.  This  gives  the  nurfe 
an  opportunity  of  talking  to  the  child,  and  of  point- 
ing out  every  thing  that  may  pleafe  and  delight  its 
fancy.  Befides,  it  is  much  lafer  than  twinging  an 
infant  in  a machine,  or  leaving  it  to  the  care  of 
fuch  as  are  not  fit  to  take  care  ot  themfelves.  No- 
thing can  be  more  abfurd  than  to  fet  one  child  to 
keep  another;  this  condudt  has  proved  fatal  to  many 
infants,  and  has  rendered  others  miferable  for  life. 

When  children  begin  to  walk,  the  lafed  and  bed 
method  qf  leading  them  about,  is  by  the  hands.  The 

* The  nurfe  ought  to  be  careful  to  keep  the  child  in  a proper 
pofnion  ; as  deformity  is  often  the  confequence  of  inattention  to 
this  circumftance.  Its  fituation  ought  alfo  to  be  frequently 
changed.  I have  known  a child’s  legs  bent  all  on  one  fide,  by 
the  nurfe  carrying  it  conftantly  on  one  arm, 
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common  way,  of  Twinging  them  in  leading-drings 
fixed  to  their  backs,  has  feveral  bad  confequences. 
It  makes  them  throw  their  bodies  forward,  and  prcfs 
with  their  whole  weight  upon  the  ftomach  and 
bread;  by  this  means  the  breathing  is  obftru&ed, 
the  bread  flattened,  and  the  bowels  comprefied; 
which  mud  hurt  the  digedion,  and  occaflon  con- 
l’umptions  of  the  lungs,  and  other  difeafes. 

It  is  a common  notion,  that  if  children  are  fet 
upon  their  feet  too  foon,  their  legs  will  become 
crooked.  There  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  very 
reverfe  of  this  is  true.  Every  member  acquires 
drength  in  proportion  as  it  is  exercifed.  The  limbs 
of  children  are  weak  indeed,  but  their  bodies  are 
proportionally  light;  and  had  they  fkilkto  direct 
themfelves,  they  would  foon  be  able  to  fupport 
their  own  weight.  Who  ever  heard  of  any  other 
animal  that  became  crooked  by  ufing  its  legs  too 
foon  ? Indeed,  if  a child  is  not  permitted  to  make 
any  ufe  of  its  legs  till  a confiderable  time  after  the 
birth,  and  be  then  fet  upon  them  with  its  whole 
weight  at  once,  there  may  be  fome  danger;  but  this 
proceeds  entirely  from  the  child's  not  having  been 
accuflomed  to  ufe  its  legs  from  the  beginning. 

Mothers  of  the  poorer  fort  think  they  are  great 
gainers  by  making  their  children  lie  or  fit  while  they 
themfelves  work.  In  this  they  are  greatly  miflaken. 
By  negle&ing  to  give  their  children  cxercifc,  they  are 
obliged  to  keep  them  a long  time  belore  they  can  do 
any  thing  for  themfelves,  and  to  fpend  more  on 
medicine  than  would  have  paid  for  proper  care. 

To  take  care  of  their  children,  is  the  mod  ufe- 
ful  bufinefs  in  which  even  the  poor  can  be  em- 
ployed: but,  alas!  it  is  not  always  in  their  power. 
Poverty  often  obliges  them  to  negledl  their  offspring, 
in  order  to  procure  the  neceflaries  of  life.  When 
this  is  the  cafe,  it  becomes  the  intered  as  well  as 
the  duty  of  the  public  to  aflid  them.  Ten  thoufand 
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times  more  benefit  would  acrue  to  the  State,  by 
enabling  the  poor  to  bring  up  their  own  children, 
than  from  all  the  hofpitals*  that  ever  can  be  erected 
for  that  purpofe. 

Whoever  confiders  the  ftrufture  of  the  human 
body  will  foon  be  convinced  of  the  necefiity  of  cx- 
ercife  for  the  health  of  children.  The  body  is 
compofed  of  an  infinite  number  of  tubes,  whole 
fluids  cannot  be  puffied  on  without  the  a&ion  and 
preflure  of  the  mufcles.  But,  if  the  fluids  remain 
inactive,  obflrudtions  mud  happen,  and  the  hu- 
mours will  of  courfe  be  vitiated,  which  cannot  fail 
to  occafion  diieafes.  Nature  has  furnilhed  both 
the  veflcls  which  carry  the  blood  and  lymph  with 
numerous  valves,  in  order  that  the  adtion  of  every 
mufcle  might  pufh  forward  their  contents;  buc 
without  adlion,  this  admirable  contrivance  can  have 
no  effect.  This  part  of  the  animal  ceconomy  proves 
to  a demonflration  the  neceflity  of  exercife  lor  the 
prefervation  of  health. 

Arguments  to  (hew  the  importance  of  exercife 
might  be  drawn  from  every  part  of  the  animal  ceco- 
nomy ; without  exercife,  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
cannoc  be  properly  carried  on,  nor  the  different  fe- 
cretions  duly  performed  ; without  exercife,  the  fluids 
cannot  be  properly  prepared,  nor  the  lolids  ren- 
dered flrong  or  firm.  The  a£tion  of  the  heart,  the 
motion  of  the  lungs,  and  all  the  vital  fundVions  Are 
greatly  aflifted  by  exercife.  But  to  point  out  the 

* If  it  were  made  the  intereft  of  the  poor  to  keep  their  chil- 
dren alive,  we  (hould  lofe  very  few  of  them.  A fniall  premium 
given  annually  to  each  poor  family,  for  everv  child  they  have* 
alive  at  the  year’s  end,  would  favc  more  infant  lives  than  if  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  crown  were  expended  on  hofpitals  for  this 
purpofe.  'This  would  mike  the  poor  elleein  fertility  a blefling  ; 
whereas  many  of  them  think  it  the  greatefl  cutfe  that  can  befal 
them  ; and  in  place  of  wifhing  their  children  to  live,  fo  far  does 
poverty  get  the  better  of  natural  affection,  that  they  are  often 
very  happy  when  they  die. 
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manner  in  which  thefe  effects  are  produced,  would 
lead  us  farther  into  the  ceconomy  of  the  human 
body,  than  mod  of  thofe  for  whom  this  treatife  is 
intended  would  be  able  to  follow.  We  fhall  there- 
fore only  add,  that,  where  exercife  is  negtedled, 
none  of  the  animal  functions  can  be  duly  per- 
formed; and  when  that  is  the  cafe,  the  whole  con- 
(litution  muft  goto  wreck. 

A good  conllitution  ought  certainly  to  be  our  firft 
objedt  in  the  management  of  children.  It  lays  a 
foundation  for  their  being  ufeful  and  happy  in  life; 
and  whoever  negledts  it,  not  only  fails  in  his  duty 
to  his  offspring,  but  to  fociety. 

One  very  common  error  of  parents,  by  which 
they  hurt  the  conftitutions  of  their  children,  is  the 
fending  them  too  young  to  fchool.  This  is  often 
done  folely  to  prevent  trouble.  When  the  child  is 
at  fchool,  he  needs  no  keeper.  Thus  the  fchool- 
mafter  is  made  the  nurfe ; and  the  poor  child  is  fixed 
to  a feat  feven  or  eight  hours  a day,  which  time 
ought  to  be  fpent  in  exercife  and  diverfions.  Sit- 
ting fo  long  cannot  fail  to  produce  the  worft  effedts 
upon  the  body ; nor  is  the  mind  lefs  injured.  Early 
application  weakens  the  faculties,  and  often  fixes  in 
the  mind  an  averfion  to  books,  which  continues  for 
life  *. 

Bur,  fuppofe  this  were  the  way  to  make  children 
fcholars,  it  certainly  ought  not  to  be  done  at  the 
expence  of  their  conftitutions.  Our  anceftors,  who 
feldom  went  to  fchool  very  young,  were  not  lefs 
learned  than  we.  But  we  imagine  the  boy’s  edu-* 

* It  is  undoubtedly  the  duty  of  parents  to  inftruft  their  chil- 
dren, at  lead  till  they  are  of  an  age  proper  to  take  fome  care  of 
themfelves.  This  would  tend  much  to  confirm  the  ties  of  pa- 
rental tendernefs  and  filial  affe&ion,  of  the  want  of  which  there 
are  at  prefent  fo  many  deplorable  inftances.  Though  few  fa- 
thers have  time  to  inftrudt  their  children,  yet  molt  mothers 
have;  and  furely  they  cannot  be  better  employed. 
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cation  will  be  quite  marred,  unlefs  he  be  carried  to 
fchool  in  his  nurfe’s  arms.  No  wonder  if  fuch  hot- 
bed plants  feldom  become  either  fcholars  or  men! 

Not  only  the  confinement  of  children  in  public 
fchools,  but  their  number,  often  proves  hurtful. 
Children  are  much  injured  by  being  kept  in  crowds 
within  doors;  their  breathing  not  only  renders  the 
place  unwholefome,  but  if  any  one  of  them  hap- 
pens to  be  difeafed,  the  reft  catch  the  infedlion.  A 
iingle  child  has  been  often  known  to  communicate 
the  bloody  flux,  the  hooping  cough,  the  itch,  or 
other  difeafes,  to  almoft  every  individual  in  a nu- 
merous fchool. 

But,  if  fafhion  muft  prevail,  and  infants  are  to  be 
fent  to  fchool,  we  would  recommend  it  to  teachers, 
as  they  value  the  interefts  of  fociety,  not  to  con- 
fine them  too  long  at  a time,  but  allow  them  to  run 
about  and  play  at  fuch  adtive  diverfions  as  may  pro- 
mote their  growth,  and  ftrengthen  their  conftitu- 
tions.  Were  boys,  inftead  of  being  whipped  for 
ftealing  an  hour  to  run,  ride,  fwim,  or  the  like, 
encouraged  to  employ  a proper  part  of  their  time  in 
thefe  manly  and  ufeful  exercil'es,  it  would  have 
many  excellent  efFcdts. 

It  would  be  of  great  fervice  to  boys,  if,  at  a 
proper  age,  they  were  taught  the  military  exercife. 
This  would  increafe  their  ftrength,  infpire  them 
with  courage,  and  when  their  country  called  for 
their  affiftance,  would  enable  them  to  adt  in  her 
defence,  without  being  obliged  to  undergo  a tedi- 
ous and  troublelome  courfe  of  inftrudlions,  at  a time 
when  they  are  lefs  fit  to  learn  new  motions,  gef- 
tures.  &:c  *. 

* I am  happy  to  find  that  the  mailers  of  academies  nofc  begin 
to  put  in  practice  this  advice.  Each  of  them  ought  to  keep  a 
drill  ferjeant  for  teaching  the  boys  the  military  exercife.  This, 
betides  contributing  to  their  health  and  vigour  of  body,  would 
have  many  ocher  happy  effe&s. 


OF  CHILDREN.  27 

An  effeminate  education  will  infallibly  fpoil  the 
belt  natural  conftitution;  and  if  boys  are  brought 
up  in  a more  delicate  manner  than  even  girls  ought 
to  be,  they  never  will  be  men. 

Nor  is  the  common  education  of  girls  lefs  hurt- 
ful to  the  conftitution  than  that  of  boys.  Mifs  is 
let  down  to  her  frame  before  fhe  can  put  on  her 
clothes;  and  is  taught  to  believe,  that  to  excel  at 
the  needle  is  the  only  thing  that  can  entitle  her  to 
general  efteem.  It  is  unneceffary  here  to  infift 
upon  the  dangerous  confequences  of  obliging  girls 
to  fit  too  much.  They  are  pretty  well  known,  and 
are  too  often  felt  at  a certain  time  of  life.  But  fup- 
pofing  this  critical  period  to  be  got  Over,  greater 
dangers  ftill  await  them  when  they  come  to  be  mo- 
thers. Women  who  have  been  early  accuftomed  to 
a fedentary  life,  generally  run  great  hazard  in  child- 
bed ; while  thofe  who  have  been  ufed  to  romp 
about,  and  take  fufficient  exercife,  are  feldom  in 
any  danger. 

One  hardly  meets  with  a girl  who  can  at  the  fame 
time  boaft  of  early  performances  by  the  needle,  and 
a good  conftitution.  Clofe  and  early  confinement 
generally  occafions  indigeftions,  head-achs,  pale 
complexions,  pain  of  the  ftomach,  lofs  of  appetite, 
coughs,  confumptions  of  the  lungs,  and  deformity 
of  body.  The  laft  of  thefe  indeed  is  not  to  be 
wondrred  at,  confidering  the  awkward  poftures  in 
which  girls  fit  at  many  kinds  of  needle- work,  and 
the  delicate  flexible  ftate  of  their  bodies  in  the 
early  periods  of  life. 

Would  mothers,  inftead  of  having  their  daugh- 
ters inftru£ted  in  many  trifling  accomplifhments, 
employ  them  in  plain  work  and  houfewifery,  and 
allow  them  fufficient  exercife  in  the  open  air,  they 
would  both  make  them  more  healthy  mothers,  and 
more  ufeful  members  of  lociety.  I am  no  enemy 
to  genteel  accomplifhments,  but  would  have  them 

only 
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only  confidered  as  fecondary,  and  always  difre- 
garded  when  they  impair  health. 

Many  people  imagine  it  a great  advantage  for 
children  to  be  early  taught  to  earn  their  bread. 
This  opinion  is  certainly  right,  provided  they  were 
fo  employed  as  not  to  hurt  their  health  or  growth  ; 
but,  when  thefe  fuffer,  fociety,  inftead  of  being  be- 
nefited, is  a real  lofer  by  their  labour.  There  are 
few  employments,  except  fedentary  ones,  by  which 
children  can  earn  a livelihood;  and  if  they  be  fet  to 
thefe  too  foon,  it  ruins  their  conftitutions.  Thus, 
by  gaining  a few  years  from  childhood,  we  gene- 
rally lofe  twice  as  many  in  the  latter  period  of  life, 
and  even  render  the  perfon  lefs  ultful  while  he  does 
live. 

In  order  to  be  fatisfied  of  the  truth  of  this  ob- 
fervation,  we  need  only  look  into  the  great  manu- 
facturing towns,  where  we  fhall  find  a puny  dege- 
nerate race  of  people,  weak  and  fickly  all  their 
lives,  feldom  exceeding  the  middle  period  of  life; 
or  if  they  do,  being  unfit  for  bufinefs,  they  become 
a burden  to  fociety.  Thus  arts  and  manufactures, 
though  they  may  increafe  the  riches  of  a country, 
are  by  no  means  favourable  to  the  health  of  its  in- 
habitants. Good  policy  would  therefore  require, 
that  fuch  people  as  labour  during  life,  fliould  not 
be  fet  too  early  to  wrork.  Every  perfon  con- 
verfant  in  the  breed  of  horfes,  or  other  working 
animals,  knows,  that  if  they  be  fet  to  hard  la- 
bour too  foon,  they  never  will  turn  out  to  advan- 
tage. This  is  equally  true  with  relpeCt  to  the  hu- 
man fpecies. 

There  are  neverthelefs  various  ways  of  employ- 
ing young  people  without  hurting  their  health. 
The  eafier  parts  of  gardening,  hufbandry,  or  any 
bufinefs  carried  on  without  doors,  are  moft  proper. 
Thefe  are  employments  which  moft  young  people 

arc 
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are  fond  of,  and  fome  parts  of  them  may  always 
be  adapted  to  their  age,  tafte,  and  ftrength*. 

Such  parents,  however,  as  are  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  employing  their  children  within  doors,  ought 
to  allow  them  fufficient  time  for  a&ive  diverfions 
without.  This  would  both  encourage  them  to  do 
more  work,  and  prevent  their  constitutions  from 
being  hurt. 

Some  imagine,  that  exercife  within  doors  is  fuf- 
ficient;  but  they  are  greatly  miftaken.  One  hour 
fpent  in  running,  or  any  other  exercife  without 
doors,  is  worth  ten  within.  When  children  cannot 
go  abroad,  they  may  indeed  be  exercifed  at  home* 
The  belt  method  of  doing  this,  is  to  make  them 
run  about  in  a long  room,  or  dance.  This  laft 
kind  of  exercife,  if  not  carried  to  excefs,  is  of  ex- 
cellent fervice  to  young  people.  It  cheers  the  fpi- 
rlts,  promotes  perfpiration,  ffcrengthens  the  limbs, 
&c.  I know  an  eminent  phyfician  who  ufed  to  fay/ 
that  he  made  his  children  dance,  inftead  of  giving 
them  phyfic.  It  were  well  if  more  people  followed 
his  example. 

The  cold  bath  may  be  confidered  as  an  aid  to 
exercife.  By  it  the  body  is  braced  and  ftrength- 
ened,  the  circulation  and  fecretions  promoted,  and, 
were  it  conduced  with  prudence,  many  difeafes,  as 
the  rickets,  fcrophula,  &c.  might  thereby  be  pre- 
vented. The  ancients,  who  took  every  method  to 
render  children  hardy  and  robuft,  were  no  Grangers 
to  the  ufe  of  the  cold  bath;  and,  if  we  may  credit 
report,  the  practice  of  immerfing  children  aaiiy  in 
cold  water  mult  have  been  very  common  among 
our  anceftors. 

* I have  been  told  that  in  China,  where  the  police  is  the  beft 
in  the  world,  all  the  children  are  employed  in  the  eafier  part 
of  gardening  and  hulbandry;  as  weeding,  gathering  ftones  off 
the  land,  ana  fuch  like. 


The. 


jo  OF  CHILDREN. 

The  greateft  obje&ion  to  the  ufe  of  the  cold  bath 
arifes  from  the  fuperftitious  prejudices  of  nurfes. 
Thefe  are  often  fo  ftrong,  that  it  is  impoflible  to 
bring  them  to  make  a proper  ufe  of  it.  I have 
known  fome  of  them  who  would  not  dry  a child’s 
fkin  after  bathing  it,  left  it  fhould  deftroy  the  effett 
of  the  water.  Others  will  even  put  cloths  dipt  in 
the  water  upon  the  child,  and  either  put  it  to  bed, 
or  fuffer  it  to  go  about  in  that  condition.  Some 
believe,  that  the  whole  virtue  of  the  water  depends 
upon  its  being  dedicated  to  a particular  faint: 
while  others  place  their  confidence  in  a certain 
number  of  dips,  as  three,  feven,  nine,  or  the  likes 
and  the  world  could  not  perfuade  them,  if  thefe  do 
not  fucceed,  to  try  it  a little  longer.  Thus,  by  the 
whims  of  nurfes,  children  lofe  the  benefit  of  the 
cold  bath,  and  the  hopes  of  the  phyfician  from  that 
medicine  are  often  fruftrated. 

We  ought  not,  however,  entirely  to  fet  afide  the 
cold  bath,  becaufe  fome  nurfes  make  a wrong  ufe 
of  it.  E-very  child,  when  in  health,  fhould  at 
leaft  have  its  extremities  daily  wafhed  in  cold  water. 
This  is  a partial  ufe  of  the  cold  bath,  and  is  better 
than  none.  In  winter  this  may  fuffice;  but,  in  the 
warm  feafon,  if  a child  be  relaxed,  or  feem  to  have 
a tendency  to  the  rickets  or  lcrophula,  its  whole 
body  ought  to  be  frequently  immerfed  in  cold 
water.  Care  however  muft  be  taken  not  to  do  this 
when  the  body  is  hot,  or  the  ftomach  full.  The 
child  fhould  be  dipt  only  once  at  a time,  fhould  be 
taken  out  immediately,  and  have  its  fkin  well 
rubbed  with  a dry  cloth. 

The  had  EffeEis  of  unwholefome  Air  upon  Children . 

Few  things  prove  more  deftru&ive  to  children 
than  confined  or  unwholefome  air.  This  is  one 
reafon  why  fo  few  of  thofe  infants,  who  are  put 
into  hofpitals,  or  parifli  workhoufes,  live.  Thefe 

places 
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places  are  generally  crowded  with  old,  fickly,  and 
infirm  people;  by  which  means, the  air  is  rendered 
fo  extremely  pernicious,  that  it  becomes  a poifon 
to  infants. 

Want  of  wholefome  air  is  likewife  deftru&ive  to 
many  of  the  children  born  in  great  towns.  There 
the  poorer  fort  of  inhabitants  live  in  low,  dirty, 
confined  houfes,  to  which  the  frefh  air  has  hardly 
any  accefs.  Though  grown  people,  who  are  hardy 
and  robuft,  may  live  in  fuch  fituations,  yet  they 
generally  prove  fatal  to  their  offspring,  few  of 
whom  arrive  at  maturity,  and  thofe  who  do  are 
weak  and  deformed.  As  fuch  people  are  not  in  a 
condition  to  carry  their  children  abroad  into  the 
open  air,  we  muft  lay  our  account  with  lofing  the 
greater  part  of  them.  But  the  rich  have  not  this 
excufe.  It  is  their  bufinefs  to  fee  that  their  chil- 
dren be  daily  carried  abroad,  and  that  they  be  kept 
in  the  open  air  for  a fufficient  time.  This  will  al- 
ways fucceed  better  if  the  mother  goes  along  with 
them.  Servants  are  often  negligent  in  thefe  mat- 
ters, and  allow  a child  to  fit  or  lie  on  the  damp 
ground,  inftead  of  leading  or  carrying  it  about. 
The  mother  furely  needs  air  as  well  as  her  chil- 
dren; and  how  can  fhe  be  better  employed  than  in 
attending  them  ? 

„ A very  bad  cuftom  prevails,  of  making  children 
fleep  in  fmall  apartments,  or  crowding  two  or  three 
beds  into  one  chamber.  Inftead  of  this,  the  nurfery 
ought  always  to  be  the  largeft  and  beft  aired  room 
in  the  houfe.  When  children  are  confined  in  fmall 
apartments,  the  air  not  only  becomes  unwholefome, 
but  the  heat  relaxes  their  folids,  renders  them  de- 
licate, and  difpofes  them  to  colds  and  many  other 
diforders.  Nor  is  the  cuftom  of  wrapping  them 
up  too  clofe  in  cradles  lefs  pernicious.  One  would 
think  that  nurfes  were  afraid  left  children  fhould 
fulfer  by  breathing  free  air,  as  many  of  them  ac- 
tually 
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tually  cover  the  child’s  face  while  afleep,  and  other3 
wrap  a covering  over  the  whole  cradle,  by  which 
means  the  child  is  forced  to  breathe  the  fame  air 
over  and  over  all  the  time  it  fleeps.  Cradles  in- 
deed are  on  many  accounts  hurtful  to  children,  and 
it  would  be  better  if  the  ufe  of  them  were  totally 
laid  afide*. 

A child  is  generally  laid  to  fleep  with  all  its 
clothes  on;  and  if  a number  of  others  are  heaped 
above  them,  it  mult  be  overheated;  by  which 
means  it  cannot  fail  to  catch  cold  on  being  taken  out 
of  the  cradle,  and  expofed  to  the  open  air  with  only 
its  ufual  clothing,  which  is  too  frequently  the  cafe. 

Children  who  are  kept  within  doors  all  day,  and 
fleep  all  night  in  warm  clofe  apartments,  may,  with 
great  propriety,  be  compared  to  plants,  nurfed  in  a 
hot-houfe,  inftead  of  the  open  air.  Though  fuch 
plants  may  by  this  means  be  kept  alive  for  fome 
time,  they  will  never  arrive  at  that  degree  of 
ftrength,  vigour,  and  magnitude,  which  they  would 
have  acquired  in  the  open  air,  nor  would  they  be  able 
to  bear  it  afterwards,  fliould  they  be  expofed  to  it. 

Children  brought  up  in  the  country,  who  have 
been  accuftomed  to  open  air,  fhould  not  be  too 
early  fent  to  great  towns,  where  it  is  confined  and 
unwholefome.  This  is  frequently  done  with  a view 
to  forward  their  education,  but  proves  very  hurtful 

* It  is  amazing  how  children  efcape  fuffbcation,  considering 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  often  rolled  up  in  flannels,  &c. 
I lately  attended  an  infant,  whom  1 found  muffled  up  over 
head  and  ears  in  many  folds  of  flannel,  though  it  was  in  the 
middle  of  June.  1 begged  for  a little  free  air  to  the  poor  babe  ; 
but  though  this  indulgence  was  granted  during  my  flay,  I found 
it  always  on  my  return  in  the  fame  fituation.  Death,  as  might  be 
expe&ed,  foon  freed  the  infant  from  all  its  miferies : but  it  was 
rot  in  my  power  to  free  the  minds  of  its  parents  from  thofe 
prejudices  which  proved  fatal  to  their  child. 

I was  very  lately  called  to  fee  an  infant  which  was  faid  to  be 
expiring  in  convullion  fits.  I deflred  the  mother  to  ftrip  the 
child,  and  wrap  it  in  a loofe  covering.  It  had  no  more  convul- 
fon  fits. 

to 
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to  their  health.  All  fchools  and  feminaries  of 
learning  ought,  if  poflible,  to  be  fo  fituated  as  to 
have  frefh,  dry,  wholefome  air,  and  fhould  never 
be  too  much  crowded. 

Without  entering  into  a detail  of  the  particular 
advantages  of  wholefome  air  to  children,  or  of  the 
bad  confequences  which  proceed  from  the  want  of 
it,  I (hall  only  obferve,  that,  of  feveral  thoufands 
of  children  which  have  been  under  my  care,  I do 
not  remember  one  indance  of  a fingle  child  who 
continued  healthy  in  a clofe  confined  fituation  but 
have  often  known  the  mod  obdinate  dileafes  cured 
by  removing  them  from  fuch  a fituation  to  an  open 
free  air. 

Of  Nurfes . 

It  is  not  here  intended  to  lay  down  rules  for  the 
choice  of  nurfes.  This  would  be  wafting  time. 
Common  fenfe  will  direct  every  one  to  chufe  a wo- 
man who  is  healthy,  and  has  plenty  of  milk*.  If 
fhe  be  at  the  fame  time  cleanly,  careful  and  good- 
natured,  fhe  can  hardly  fail  to  make  a proper  nurfe. 
After  all,  however,  the  only  certain  proof  of  a 
good  nurfe,  is  a healthy  child  upon  her  bread.  But, 
as  the  mifeondudt  of  nurfes  often  proves  fatal  to 
children,  it  will  be  of  importance  to  point  out  a 
few  of  their  mod  baneful  errors,  in  order  to  roufe 
the  attention  of  parents,  and  to  make  them  look 
more  dri&ly  into  the  condudl  of  thofe  to  whom 
they  commit  the  care  of  their  infant  offspring. 

Though  it  admits  of  fome  exceptions,  yet  we 
may  lay  it  down  as  a general  rule,  that  every  woman 
who  nurfes  for  hire  fhould  he  carefully  looked  after , 
otherwife  fhe  will  not  do  her  duty . For  this  reafon 
parents  ought  always  to  have  their  children  nurfed 

. * I have  often  known  people  fo  impofed  upon,  as  to  give  an 
infant  to  a nurfe  to  be  fuckled  who  had  not  one  drop  of  milk  in 
her  breaft. 
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under  their  own  eye,  if  poflible  *,  and  where  this 
cannot  be  done,  they  fhould  be  extremely  circum- 
fpedt  in  the  choice  of  thofe  perfons  to  whom  they 
intruft  them.  It  is  folly  to  imagine  that  any  wo- 
man, who  abandons  her  own  child  to  fuckle  an- 
other for  the  fake  of  gain,  fhould  feel  all  the  af- 
fedtions  of  a parent  towards  her  nurfling;  yet  fo 
neceffary  are  thefe  affedtions  in  a nurfe,  that,  but 
for  them,  the  human  race  would  foon  be  extindt. 

One  of  the  mod  common  faults  of  thofe  who 
nurfe  for  hire,  is  to  dofe  children  with  ftupefac- 
tives,  or  fuch  things  as  lull  them  afleep.  An  in- 
dolent nurfe,  who  does  not  give  a child  fufficient 
exercife  in  the  open  air  to  make  it  fleep,  and  does 
not  chufe  to  be  difturbed  by  it  in  the  night,  will 
feldom  fail  to  procure  for  it. a dofe  of  laudanum, 
diacodium,  faffron,  or  what  anfwers  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  a dofe  of  fpirits,  or  other  ftrong  liquors. 
Thefe,  though  they  be  certain  poifon  to  infants, 
are  every  day  adminiftered  by  many  who  bear  the 
character  of  very  good  nurfes*. 

A nurfe  who  has  not  milk  enough  is  apt  to  ima- 
gine that  this  defedt  may  be  fupplied  by  giving  the 
child  wines,  cordial  waters,  or  other  ftrong  liquors. 
This  is  an  egregious  miftake.  The  only  thing  that 
has  any  chance  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  nurfe’s 
milk,  muft  be  fomewhat  nearly  of  the  fame  quality, 
as  cow’s  milk,  afs’s  milk,  or  beef  tea,  with  good 
bread.  It  never  can  be  done  by  the  help  of  ftrong 
jiquors.  Thefe,  inftead  of  nourifhing  an  infant, 
never  fail  to  produce  the  contrary  effedt. 

Children  are  often  hurt  by  nurfes  fuffering  them 
to  cry  long  and  vehemently.  This  ftrains  their 
tender  bodies,  and  frequently  occafions  ruptures, 
inflammations  of  the  throat,  lungs,  &c.  A child 

* If  a mother  on  vifiting  her  child  at  nurfe  find  it  always 
afieep,  1 would  advife  her  to  remove  it  immediately  ; otherwife 
it  will  foon  fleep  its  laft. 
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never  continues  to  cry  long  without  fome  caufe, 
which  might  always  be  difcovered  by  proper  atten- 
tion; and  the  nurfe  who  can  hear  an  infant  cry  till 
it  has  almoft  fpent  itfelf,  without  endeavouring  to 
pleafe  it,  muft  be  cruel  indeed,  and  is  unworthy 
to  be  intrufted  with  the  care  of  an  human  crea- 
ture. 

Nurfes  who  deal  much  in  medicine  are  always  to 
be  fufpe&ed.  They  truft  to  it,  and  negledt  their 
duty.  I never  knew  a good  nurfe  who  had  her 
Godfrey’s  cordials.  Daffy’s  elixirs,  &c.  at  hand. 
Such  generally  imagine,  that  a dofe  of  medicine 
will  make  up  for  all  defeats  in  food,  air,  exercife, 
and  cleanlinefs.  By  errors  of  this  kind,  I will  ven- 
ture to  fay,  that  one  half  the  children  who  die  an- 
nually in  London  lofe  their  lives. 

Allowing  children  to  continue  long  wet,  is  an- 
other very  pernicious  cuftom  of  indolent  nurfes. 
This  is  not  only  difagreeable,  but  it  galls  and  frets 
the  infant,  and,  by  relaxing  the  folids,  occafions 
fcrophulas,  rickets,  and  other  difeafes.  A dirty 
nurfe  is  always  to  be  fufpedted. 

Nature  often  attempts  to  free  the  bodies  of  chil- 
dren from  bad  humours,  by  throwing  them  upon 
the  fkin:  by  this  means  fevers  and  other  difeafes 
are  prevented.  Nurfes  are  apt  to  miftake  fuch  cri- 
tical eruptions  for  an  itch,  or  fome  other  infedlious 
diforder.  Accordingly  they  take  every  method  to 
drive  them  in.  In  this  way  many  children  lofe 
their  lives;  and  no  wonder,  as  Nature  is  oppofed 
in  the  very  method  (he  takes  to  relieve  them.  Ic 
ought  to  be  a rule,  which  every  nurfe  fhould  ob- 
serve, never  to  flop  any  eruption  without  proper  ad- 
vice, or  being  well  affured  that  it  is  not  of  a criti- 
cal nature.  At  any  rate,  it  is  never  to  be  dr 
without  previous  evacuations. 

Loofe  (tools  is  another  method  by  which  N 
often  prevents  or  carries  off  the  difeafes  of  : 
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]f  thefe  proceed  too  far,  no  doubt  they  ought  to  be 
checked;  but  this  is  never  to  be  done  without  the 
greated  caution.  Nurfes,  upon  the  firfl  appearance 
of  loofe  (tools,  frequently  fly  to  the  ufe  of  aftrin- 
gents,  or  fuch  things  as  bind  the  body.  Hence 
inflammatory  fevers,  and  other  fatal  difeafes,  are 
occafioned.  A dofe  of  rhubarb,  a gentle  vomit, 
or  fome  other  evacuation,  fhould  always  precede 
the  ufe  of  aftringent  medicines. 

One  of  the  greated  faults  of  nurfes  is,  conceal- 
ing the  difeafes  of  children  from  their  parents.  This 
they  are  extremely  ready  to  do,  efpecially  when  the 
difeafe  is  the  eflfedt  of  their  own  negligence.  Many 
inftances  might  be  given  of  .perfons  who  have  been 
rendered  lame  for  life  by  a fall  from  their  nurfe’s 
arms,  which  (lie,  through  fear,  concealed  till  the 
misfortune  was  pad  cure.  Every  parent  who  in- 
trufts  a nurfe  with  the  care  of  a child,  ought  to 
give  her  the  drifted  charge  not  to  conceal  the  mod 
trifling  diforder  or  misfortune  that  may  befal  it. 

We  can  fee  no  reafon  why  a nurfe,  who  conceals 
any  misfortune  which  happens  to  a child  under  her 
care,  till  it  lofes  its  life  or  limbs,  fliould  not  be 
puniflied.  A few  examples  of  this  would  fave  the 
lives  of  many  infants;  but  as  there  is  little  reafon 
to  expert  that  it  ever  will  be  the  cafe,  we  would 
earnedly  recommend  it  to  all  parents  to  look  care- 
fully after  their  children,  and  not  to  trud  fo  valu- 
able a treafure  entirely  in  the  hands  of  an  hire- 
ling. 

No  perl’on  ought  to  imagine  thefe  things  un- 
worthy of  his  attention.  On  the  proper  manage- 
ment of  children  depend  not  only  their  health  and 
ufefulnels  in  life,  but  likewife  the  fafety  and  pro- 
lperity  of  the  date  to  which  they  belong.  Effemi- 
nacy ever  will  prove  the  ruin  of  any  date  where  it 
prevails;  and,  when  its  foundations  are  laid  in  in- 
fancy, it  can  never  afterwards  be  wholly  eradicated. 

Parents 
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Parents  who  love  their  offspring,  and  wiffi  well  to 
their  country,  ought  therefore,  in  the  management 
of  their  children,  to  ayoid  every  thing  that  may 
have  a tendency  to  make  them  weak  or  effeminate, 
and  to  take  every  method  in  their  power  to  render 
their  conditutions  ftrong  and  hardy. 

By  arts  like  thefe 

Laconia  nurs’d  of  old  her  hardy  Tons ; 

And  Rome’s  unconquer’d  legions  urg’d  their  way. 
Unhurt,  thro’  every  toil  in  every  clime*. 


CHAP.  II. 

of  the  LABORIOUS,  the  SEDENTARY, 
and  the  STUDIOUS. 

THAT  men  are  expofed  to  particular  difeafes 
“*■  from  the  occupations  which  they  follow,  is  a 
fa£t  well  known ; but  to  remedy  this  evil  is  a mat- 
ter of  fome  difficulty.  Molt  people  are  under  the 
neceffity  of  following  thofe  employments  to  which 
they  have  been,  bred,  whether  they  be  favourable 
to  health  or  not.  For  this  reafon,  inftead  of  in- 
veighing, in  a general  way,  as  fome  authors  have 
done,  againd  thofe  occupations  which  are  hurtful 
to  health,  we  (hall  endeavour  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumftances  in  each  of  them  from  which  the  danger 
chiefly  arifes,  and  to  propofe  the  mod  rational  me- 
thods of  preventing  it. 

Chymids,  founders,  forgers,  glafs-makers,  and 
feveral  other  artids,  are  hurt  by  the  unwholefome 
air  which  they  are  obliged  to  breathe.  This  air  is 


* Armftrong. 
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not  only  loaded  with  the  noxious  exhalations  arifing 
from  metals  and  minerals,  but  is  fo  charged  with 
phlogidon  as  to  be  rendered  unfit  for  expanding 
the  lungs  fufficiently,  and  anfwering  the  other  im- 
portant purpofes  of  refpiration.  Hence  proceed 
adhmas,  coughs,  and  confumptions  of  the  lungs, 
fo  incident  to  perfons  who  follow  thcfe  employ- 
ments. 

To  prevent  fuch  confequences,  as  far  as  poflible, 
the  places  where  thefe  occupations  are  carried  on, 
ought  to  be  condrufted  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  dif- 
charge  the  fmoke  and  other  exhalations,  and  admit 
a free  current  of  frefh  air.  Such  artids  ought  never 
to  continue  too  long  at  work;  and  when  they  give 
over,  they  fhould  fuffer  themfelves  to  cool  gradu- 
ally, and  put  on  their  clothes  before  they  go  into 
the  open  air.  They  ought  never  to  drink  large 
quantities  of  cold,  weak,  or  watery  liquors,  while 
their  bodies  are  hot,  nor  to  indulge  in  raw  fruits, 
fallads,  or  any  thing  that  is  cold  on  the  domach 

Miners,  and  all  who  work  under  ground,  are 
likewife  hurt  by  unwholefome  air.  The  air,  by  its 
ftagnation  in  deep  mines,  not  only  lofes  its  proper 
fpring  and  other  qualities  neceffary  for  refpiration, 
but  is  often  loaded  with  fuch  noxious  exhalations  as 
to  become  a mod  deadly  poifon. 

The  two  kinds  of  air  which  prove  mod  dedruc- 
tive  to  miners,  are  what  they  call  the  fire  datnp , and 
the  choke  damp . In  both  cafes  the  air  becomes  a 

poifon,  by  its  being  loaded  with  phlogidon.  The 
danger  from  the  former  may  be  obviated  by  making 
it  explode  before  it  accumulates  in  too  great  quan- 
tities ; and  the  latter  may  be  generally  carried  off 
by  promoting  a free  circulation  of  air  in  the  mine. 

* When  perfons  heated  with  labour  have  drank  cold  liquor, 
they  ought  to  continue  at  work  for  fome  time  after. 
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Miners  are  not  only  hurt  by  unwholefome  air, 
but  likewife  by  the  particles  of  metal  which  adhere 
to  their  (kin,  clothes,  &c.  Thefe  are  abforbed,  or 
taken  up  into  the  body,  and  occafion  palfies,  ver- 
tigoes, and  other  nervous  afFedtions,  which  often 
prove  fatal.  Fallopius  obferves,  that  thofe  who 
work  in  mines  of  mercury  feldom  live  above  three 
or  four  years.  Lead,  and  feveral  other  metals,  are 
likewife  very  pernicious  to  the  health. 

Miners  ought  never  to  go  to  work  fading,  nor 
to  continue  too  long  at  work.  Their  food  ought 
to  be  nouriffling,  and  their  liquor  generous : no- 
thing more  certainly  hurts  them  than  living  too 
Jow.  They  (hould  by  all  means  avoid  coftivenefs. 
This  may  either  be  done  by  chewing  a little  rhu- 
barb, or  taking  a fufficient  quantity  of  fallad  oil. 
Oil  not  only  opens  the  body,  but  (heaths  and  de- 
fends the  inteftines  from  the  ill  efFedts  of  the  me- 
tals. All  who  work  in  mines  or  metals  ought  to 
wafh  carefully,  and  to  change  their  clothes  as  foon 
as  they  give  over  working.  Nothing  would  tend 
more  to  preferve  the  health  of  fuch  people  than  a 
ftridt,  and  almod  religious  regard  to  cleanlinefs. 

Plumbers,  painters,  gilders,  fmelters,  makers  of 
white  lead,  and  many  others  who  work  in  metals, 
are  liable  to  the  fame  difeafes  as  miners,  and  ought 
to  obferve  the  fame  diredtions  for  avoiding  them. 

Tallow-chandlers,  boilers  of  oil,  and  all  who 
work  in  putrid  animal  fubdances,  are  likewife  liable 
to  fufFer  from  the  unwholefome  fmells  or  effluvia  of 
thefe  bodies.  They  ought  to  pay  the  fame  regard  to 
cleanlinefs  as  miners  \ and  when  they  are  affedted 
with  naufea,  dcknefs,  or  indigedion,  we  would  advife 
them  to  take  a vomit  or  a gentle  purge.  Such  fub- 
dances ought  always  to  be  manufadtured  as  foon  as 
poffible.  When  long  kept,  they  not  only  become 
unwholefome  to  th'ofe  who  manufadture  them,  but 
likewife  to  people  who  live  in  the  neighbourhood. 
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It  would  greatly  exceed  the  limits  of  this  part  of 
our  fubjeft,  to  fpecify  the  difeafes  peculiar  to  per- 
fons  of  every  occupation;  we  (hall  therefore  con- 
fider  mankind  under  the  general  clafTes  of  Labori- 
ous, Sedentary , and  Studious . 

THE  LABORIOUS. 

Though  thofe  who  follow  laborious  employments  • 
are  in  general  the  mod  healthy  of  mankind,  yet  the 
nature  of  their  occupations,  and  the  places  where 
they  are  carried  on,  expofe  them  more  particularly 
to  fome  difeafes.  Hufbandmen,  for  example,  areex- 
pofed  to  all  the  viciditudes  of  the  weather,  which,  in 
this  country,  are  often  very  great  and  i'udden,%and 
occafion  colds,  coughs,  quinfies,  rheumatifms,  fe- 
vers, and  other  acute  diforders.  They  are  likewife 
forced  to  work  hard,  and  often  to  carry  burdens 
above  their  (Length,  which,  by  overdraining  the 
veffels,  occafion  adhmas,  ruptures,  pleurifies,  &cc. 

Thofe  who  labour  without  doors  are  often  af- 
flifted  with  intermitting  fevers  or  agues,  occafioned 
by  the  frequent  viciffitudes  of  heat  and  cold,  poor 
living,  bad  water,  fitting  or  lying  on  the  damp 
ground,  evening  dews,  night  airx  &c.  to  which 
they  are  frequently  expofed. 

Such  as  bear  heavy  burdens,  as  porters,  labourers, 
&c.  are  obliged  to  draw  in  the  air  with  much  greater 
force,  and  alfo  to  keep  their  lungs  didended  with 
more  violence  than  neceffary  for  common  refpira- 
lion:  by  this  means  the  tender  velTels  of  the  lungs 
are  overftretched,  and  often  burft,  infomuch  that  a 
(pitting  of  blood  or  fever  enfues.  Hippocrates  men- 
tions an  indance  to  this  purpofe,  of  a man,  who,  upon 
a wager,  carried  an  afs;  but  was  loon  after  feized 
with  a fever,  a vomiting  of  blood,  and  a rupture. 

Carrying  heavy  burdens  is  generally  the  effe£I  of 
mere  lazinefs,  which  prompts  people  to  do  at  once 
whatfhould  be  done  attwice.  Sometimes  it  proceeds 
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from  vanity. or  emulation.  Hence  it  is,  that  the 
flrongeft  men  are  moft  commonly  hurt  by  heavy  bur- 
dens, hard  labour,  or  feats  of  adtivity.  It  is  rare  to 
find  one  who  boafts  of  his  ftrength  without  a rupture,  - 
a fpitting  of  blood,  or  fome  other  difeafe,  which  he 
reaps  as  the  fruit  of  his  folly.  One  would  imagine, 
the  daily  inftances  we  have,  of  the  fatal  efredlsof  car- 
rying great  weights,  running,  wreftling,  and  the  like, 
would  be  fufflcient  to  prevent  fuch  pradtices. 

There  are  indeed  fome  employments  which  ne- 
ceffarily  require  a great  exertion  of  ftrength  ; as 
porters,  blackfmiths,  carpenters,  &c.  None  ought 
to  follow  thefe  but  men  of  ftrong  body ;'  2nd  they 
ftiould  never  exert  their  ftrength  to  the  utmoft,  nor 
work  too  long.  When  the  mufcles  are  violently 
ftrained,  frequent  reft  is  neceftary,  in  order  that 
they  may  recover  their  tone;  without  this,  the 
ftrength  and  conftitution  will  foon  be  worn  out,' and 
a premature  old  age  be  induced. 

The  erifipelas,  or  St.  Anthony’s  fire,  is  a difeafe 
very  incident  to  the  laborious.  It  is  occafioned  by 
whatever  giv?s  a fudden  check  to  the  perfpiration, 
as  drinking  cold  water  when  the  body  is  warm,  wet 
feet,  keeping  on  wet  clothes,  fitting  or  lying  on 
the  damp  ground,  &c.  It  is  impoflible  for  thofe 
who  labour  without  doors  always  to  guard  againfl: 
thefe  inconveniences;  but  it  is  known  from  expe- 
rience, that  their  ill  confequences  might  often  be 
prevented  by  proper  care. 

The  iliac  paftion,  the  colic,  and  other  complaints 
of  the  bowels,  are  often  occafioned  by  the  fame  caufes  - 
as  the  erifipelas ; but  they  may  likewife  proceed  from 
flatulent  and  indigeftible  food.  Labourers  generally 
eat  unfermented  bread,  made  of  peas;  beans,  rye, 
and  other  windy  ingredients.  They  alfo  devour  great; 
quantities  of  unripe  fruits,  baked,  ftewcd,  or  raw, 
with  various  kinds  of  roots  and  herbs,  upon  which 

they 
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they  ofren  drink  four  milk,  dale  fmall  beer,  or  the 
like.  Such  a mixture  cannot  fail  to  fill  the  bowels 
with  wind,  and  occafion  difeafes  of  thofe  parts. 

Inflammations,  whitloes,  and  other  difeafes  of 
the  extremities,  are  likewife  common  among  thofe 
who  labour  without  doors.  Thefe  difeafes  are  often 
attributed  to  venom,  or  fome  kind  of  poifon;  but 
they  generally  proceed  either  from  fudden  heat  after 
cold,  or  the  contrary.  When  labourers,  milk-maids, 
&c.  come  from  the  field,  cold  or  wet,  they  run  to 
the  fire,  and  often  plunge  their  hands  in  warm  water, 
by  which  means  the  blood  and  other  humours  in 
thofe  parts  are  fuddenly  expanded,  and,  the  vefiels 
not  yielding  fo  quickly,  a drangulation  happens, 
and  an  inflammation  or  a mortification  enfues. 

When  fuch  perfons  come  home  cold,  they  ought 
to  keep  at  a didance  from  the  fire  for  fome  time,  to 
wafh  their  hands  in  cold  water,  and  to  rub  them  well 
with  a dry  cloth.  It  fometimes  happens,  that  people 
are  fo  benumbed  with  cold,  as  to  be  quite  deprived 
of  the  ufe  of  their  limbs.  In  this  cafe,  the  only  re- 
medy is  to  rub  the  parts  affefted  with  fnow,  or, 
where  it  cannot  be  had,  with  cold  water.  If  they  be 
held  near  the  fire,  or  plunged  into  warm  water,  a 
mortification  will  generally  enfue. 

Labourers  in  the  hot  feafon  are  apt  to  lie  down 
and  fleep  in  the  fun.  This  practice  is  fo  dangerous, 
that  they  often  awake  in  a burning  fever.  Thefe  ar- 
dent fevers,  which  prove  fo  fatal  about  the  end  of 
fummer  and  beginning  of  auuimn,  are  frequently 
occafioned  by  this  means.  When  labourers  leave 
off  work,  which  they  ought  always  to  do  during  the 
heat  of  the  day,  they  fhould  go  home,  or  at  lead 
get  under  fome  cover  where  they  may  repofe  them- 
felves  in  fafety. 

Many  people  follow  their  employments  in  the 
fields  from  morning  till  night,  without  eating  any 

thing. 
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thing.  This  cannot  fail  to  hurt  their  health.  How- 
ever homely  their  fare  be,  they  ought  to  have  it  at 
regular  times ; and  the  harder  they  work,  the  more 
frequently  they  fhould  eat.  If  the  humours  be  not 
frequently  replenifhed  with  frefh  nourifhment,  they 
foon  become  putrid,  and  produce  fevers  of  the  very 
word  kind. 

Many  peafants  are  extremely  carelefs  with  refpeft 
to  what  they  eat  or  drink,  and  often,  through  mere 
indolence,  ufe  unwholefome  food,  when  they  might, 
for  the  fame  expence,  have  that  which  is  wholefome. 
In  fome  parts  of  Britain,  the  peafants  are  too  care- 
lefs even  to  take  the  trouble  of  dreffing  their  own 
viftuals.  Such  people  would  live  upon  one  meal 
a-day  in  indolence,  rather  than  labour,  though  it 
were  to  procure  them  the  greateft  affluence. 

Fevers  of  a very  bad  kind  are  often  occafioned 
among  labourers  by  poor  living . When  the  body  is 
not  fufficiently  nourilhed,  the  humours  become  vi- 
tiated, and  the  folids  weak;  from  whence  the  mod 
fatal  confequences  enfue.  Poor  living  is  likewife 
productive  of  many  of  thofe  cutaneous  difeafes  fo 
frequent  among  the  lower  clafs  of  people.  It  is  re- 
markable that  cattle,  when  pinched  in  their  food, 
are  generally  affefted  with  difeafes  of  the  fkin,  which 
feldom  fail  to  difappear  when  they  are  put  upon  a 
good  pafture.  This  fhews  how  much  a good  (late 
of  the  humours  depends  upon  a fufficient  quantity 
of  proper  nourifhment. 

Poverty  not  only  occafions,  but  aggravates,  many 
of  the  difeafes  of  the  laborious.  Few  of  them  have 
much  forefight;  and,  if  they  had,  it  is  feldom  in 
their  power  to  fave  any  thing.  They  are  glad  to 
make  a fhift  to  live  from  day  to  day;  and  when  any 
difeafe  overtakes  them,  they  are  miferable  indeed. 
Here  the  godlike  virtue  of  charity  ought  always  to 
e^ert  itfelf.  To  relieve  the  induftrious  poor  in  dif- 
irefs,  is  furely  the  moft  exalted  aft  of  religion  and 

humanity. 


44  Of  the  LABORIOUS,  the  SEDENTARY, 

humanity.  They  alone,  who  are  witnefies  of  thofe 
fcerns  of  calamity,  can  form  a notion  of  what  num- 
bers perilh  in  difeafes,  for  want  of  proper  affiftance, 
and  even  for  want  of  the  necefiaries  of  life. 

Labourers  are  often  hurt  by  a foolifh  emulation, 
which  promprs  them  to  vie  with  one  another,  till 
they  overheat  themfelves  to  fuch  a degree  as  to  oc- 
cafion  a fever,  or  even  to  drop  down  dead.  Such  as 
wantonly  throw  away  their  lives  in  this  manner,  de- 
ferve  to  be  looked  upon  in  no  better  light  than  felf- 
murderers. 

The  office  of  a foldier,  in  time  of  war,  may  be 
ranked  among  the  laborious  employments.  Soldiers 
fuffer  many  hardfhips  from  the  inclemency  of  feafons, 
long  marches,  bad  provifions,  hunger,  watching,  un- 
wholefome  climates,  bad  water,  &c.  Thefe  occafion 
fevers,  fluxes,  rheumatifms,  and  other  fatal  difeafes, 
which  generally  do  greater  execution  than  the  fword, 
efpecially  jvhen  campaigns  are  continued  too  late  in 
the  fefafon.  A few  weeks  of  cold  rainy  weather  will 
often  prove  more  fatal  than  an  engagement. 

Thofe  who  have  the  command  of  armies  fhould 
take  care  that  their  foldiers  be  well  clothed  and  well 
fed.  They  ought  alfo  to  finifti  their  campaigns  in 
due  feafon,  and  to  provide  their  men  with  dry  and 
well-aired  winter  quarters.  Thefe  rules,  taking 
care,  at  the  fame  time,  to  keep  the  fick  at  a proper 
diftance  from  thofe  in  health,  would  tend  greatly 
to  preferve  the  lives  of  the  foldiery*. 

Sailors 

* It  is  indeed  to  be  regretted,  that  foldiers  fuffer  not  lefs  from 
indolence  and  intemperance  in  time  of  peace,  than  from  hard- 
fhips in  time  of  war.  it  men  are  idle  they  will  be  vicious.  It 
would  therefore  be  of  great  importance,  could  a feheme  be  formed 
for  rendeiing  the  military,  in  times  of  peace,  both  more  healthy 
and  more  ufeful.  Thefe  dcftrable  objects  might,  in  our  opinion, 
be  obtained,  by  employing  them  for  lome  hours  every  day,  and 
.advancing  their  pay  accordingly.  By  this  means,  idlenefs,  the 
mother  of  vice,  might  be  prevented,  the  price  of  labour  lowered, 
public  works,  as  harbours,  canals,  turnpike  roads,  See.  might  be 
6 made 
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Sailors  may  alfo  be  numbered  among  the  labo- 
rious. They  undergo  great  hardships  from  change- 
of  climate,  the  violence  of  the  weather,  hard  labour, 
bad  provifions,  &e.  Sailors  are  of  fo  great  import- 
ance both  to  the  trade  and  fafety  of  this  kingdom, 
that  too  much  pains  can  never  be  bellowed  in 
pointing  out  the  means  of  preferving  their  lives. 

One  great  fource  of  the  difeafes  of  fea- faring 
people  is  excefs.  When  they  get  on  fhore,  after 
having  been  long  at  fea,  without  regard  to  the  cli- 
mate, or  their  own  conftitutions,  they  plunge  head- 
long into  all  manner  of  riot,  and  often  perfift  till  a 
fever  puts  an  end  to  their  lives.  Thus  intempe- 
rance, and  not  the  climate,  is  often  the  caufe  why 
fo  many  of  our  brave  failors  die  on  foreign  coafts. 
Such  people  ought  not  to  live  too  low ; but  they 
will  find  moderation  the  befl  defence  againft  fevers 
and  many  other  maladies. 

Sailors,  when  on  duty,  cannot  avoid  fometimes 
gettingwet.  When  this  happens,  they  fhould  change 
their  clothes  as  foon  as  they  are  relieved,  and  take 
every  method  to  reftore  th$  perfpiration.  They 
fiiould  not,  in  this  cafe,  make  too  free  with  fpirits 
or  other  ftrong  liquors,  but  fhould  rather  drink 
them  diluted  with  warm  water,  and  go  immediately 
to  bed,  where  a found  fleep  and  a gentle  fvveat 
would  fet  all  to  rights. 

But  the  health  of  Tailors  fuffers  mod  from  un- 
wholefome  food.  The  conflant  ufe  of  faked  pro- 

made  without  hurting  manufactures;  and  fold iers  might  be  en- 
abled to  marry,*  and  bring  up  children.  A fcheme  of  this  kind 
might  eafily  be  condu&ed,  fo  as  not  to  deprefs  the  martial  fpirit, 
provided  the  men  were  only  to  work  four  or  five  hours  every  day, 
and  always  to  work  without  doors : no  foldier  fhould  be  fuffered  to 
work  too  long,  or  to  follow  any  fedentary  employment.  Seden- 
tary employments  render  men  weak  and  effeminate,  quite  unfit 
for  the  hardfhips  of  war  : whereas  working  for  a few  hours  every 
day  without  door^,  would  inure  them  to  the  weather,  brace  their 
nerves,  and  increafe  their  flrength  and  courage. 
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vifions  vitiates  their  humours,  and  occafions  the 
feurvy,  and  other  obflinate  maladies.  It  is  no  eafy 
matter  to  prevent  this  difeafe  in  long  voyages;  yet 
we  cannot  help  thinking,  that  much  might  be  done 
towards  effc£ting  To  deferable  an  end,  were  due  pains 
bellowed  for  that  purpofe.  For  example,  various 
roots,  greens,  and  fruits,  might  be  kept  a long 
time  at  lea,  as  onions,  potatoes,  cabbages,  lemons, 
oranges,  tamarinds,  apples,  &c.  When  fruits 
cannot  be  kept,  the  juices  of  them,  either  frefh  or 
fermented,  may.  With  thefe  all  the  drink,  and 
even  the  food  of  the  fhip’s  company,  ought  to  be 
acidulated  in  long  voyages. 

Stale  bread  and  beer,  likewife  contribute  to  vitiate 
the  humours.  Flour  will  keep  for  a long  time  on 
board,  of  which  frefh  bread  might  frequently  be 
made.  Malt  too  might  be  kept,  and  infufed  with 
boiling  water  at  any  time.  This  liquor,  when  drank 
even  in  form  of  wort,  is  very  wholefome,  and  is 
found  to  be  an  antidote  againfl  the  feurvy.  Small 
wines  and  cyder  might  likewife  be  plentifully  laid 
in  ; and  fhould  they  turn  four,  they  would  dill  be 
iifeful  as  vinegar.  Vinegar  is  a great  antidote 
againfl  difeafes,  and  fhould  be  ufed  by  all  travellers, 
elpecially  at  fea.  It  may  either  be  mixed  with  the 
water  they  drink,  or  taken  in  their  food. 

Such  animals  as  can  be  kept  alive,  ought  likewife 
to  be  carried  on  board,  as  hens,  ducks,  pigs,  &c. 
Frefh  broths  made  of  portable  foup,  and  puddings 
made  of  peas,  or  other  vegetables,  ought  to  be 
ufed  plentifully.  Many  other  things  will  readily 
occur  to  people  converfant  in  thefe  matters,  which 
would  tend  to  preferve  the  health  of  that  brave  and 
ufeful  fet  of  men*. 

We 

• Our  countryman,  the  celebrated  Captain  Cook,  has  (hewn 
how  far,  by  proper  care  and  attention,  the  diCeEre'  formerly  fo 
fatal  to  Teamen  may  be  prevented.  In  a voyage  of  three  years 
and  eighteen  days,  during  which  he  was  expofed  to  every  climate, 
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We  have  reafon  to  believe,  if  due  attention  were 
paid  to  the  diet,  air,  clothing,  and  above  all  things 
to  the  cleanlinefs  of  fea- faring  people,  they  would  be 
the  mod  healthy  fet  of  men  in  the  world  j but  when 
thefe  are  negledted  the  very  reverfe  will  happen. 

The  bed  medical  antidote  that  we  can  recommend 
to  Tailors  or  foldiers  on  foreign  coads,  efpecially 
where  dampnefs  prevails,  is  the  Peruvian  bark. 
This  will  often  prevent  fevers,  and  other  fatal  dif- 
eafes.  About  a drachm  of  it  may  be  chewed  every 
day,  or  if  this  (hould  prove  difagreeable,  an  ounce 
of  bark,  with  half  an  ounce  of  orange  peel,  and  two 
drachms  of  fnake-root  coarfely  powdered,  may  be 
infufed  for  two  or  three  days  in  an  Englifh  quart  of 
brandy,  and  half  a wine  glafs  of  it  taken  twice  or 
thrice  a- day,  when  the  domach  is  empty.  This  has 
been  found  to  be  an  excellent  antidote  againd  duxes, 
putrid,  intermitting,  and  other  fevers,  in  unhealthy 
climates.  It  is  not  material  in  what  form  this  me- 
dicine is  taken.  It  may  either  be  infufed  in  water, 
wine,  or  fpirits,  as  recommended  above,  or  made 
into  an  eledtuary  with  fyrup  of  lemons,  oranges,  or 
the  like. 

THE  SEDENTARY. 

Though  nothing  can  be  more  contrary  to  the 
nature  of  man  than  a fedentary  life,  yet  this  clafs 
comprehends  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  fpecies, 
Almod  the  whole  female  world,  and  in  manufac- 
turing countries,  the  major  part  of  the  males,  may- 
be reckoned  fedentary  *. 

Agricul- 

from  the  5 z°  north  to  the  710  of  fouth  latitude,  of  one  hundred 
and  eighteen  men,  compofing  the  (hip’s  company,  he  loft  only 
one,  who  died  of  a pthijis  pulmonalis . The  principal  means  he 
ufed  were,  to  preferve  a ftrid  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  to  pro- 
cure  abundance  of  vegetables  and  frefh  provifions,  efpecially 
good  water,  and  to  allow  his  people  fufficient  time  for  reft. 

* The  appellation  of  fedentary  has  generally  been  given  only 
to  the  ftudious ; we  can  fee  no  reafon,  however,  for  rcftri&ing  it 
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Agriculture,  the  firft  and  mod  healthful  of  all 
employments,  is  now  followed  by  few  who  are  able 
to  carry  on  any  other  bufincfs.  But  thole  who  ima- 
gine that  the  culture  of  the  earth  is  not  fuflicient  to 
employ  all  its  inhabitants  are  greatly  miftaken. 
An  ancient  Roman,  we  are  told,  could  maintain 
his  family  from  the  produce  of  one  acre  of  ground. 
So  might  a modern  Briton,  if  he  would  be  con- 
tented to  live  like  a Roman.  This  fhews  what  an 
immenle  increafe  of  inhabitants  Britain  misht  ad- 

O 

mit  of,  and  all  of  them  live  by  the  culture  of  the 
ground. 

Agriculture  is  the  great  fource  of  domedic  riches. 
Where  it  is  negledted,  whatever  wealth  may  be  im- 
ported from  abroad,  poverty  and  mifery  will  abound 
at  home.  Such  is,  and  ever  will  be,  the  fluctu- 
ating date  of  trade  and  manufactures,  that  thou- 
fands  of  people  may  be  in  full  employment  to-day, 
and  in  beggary  to-morrow.  This  can  never  hap- 
pen to  thole  who  cultivate  the  ground.  They  can 
eat  the  fruit  of  their*  labour,  and  can  always  by 
induftry  obtain,  at  lead,  the  neceflaries  of  life. 

Though  fedentary  employments  are  neceflary, 
vet  there  feems  to  be  no  reafon  why  any  perfon 
ih'ould  be  confined  for  life  to  thefe  alone.  Were 
fuch  employments  intermixed  with  the  more  adtive 
and  1 a 1 ■ nous,*  they  would  never  do  hurt.  It  is 
condant  confinement  that  ruins  the  health.  A man 
may  not  be  hurt  \ ■ fitting  five  or  fix  hours  a-day; 
but  if  he  is  obliged  to  fit  ten  or  twelve,  he  will 
foon  become  difealed. 

But  it  is  not  want  of  exercife  alone  which  hurts 
fedentary  people;  they  likewife  differ  from  the  con- 
fined air  which  they  breathe.  It  is  very  common 

to  them  alone.  Many  artificers  may,  with  as  much  propriety, 
be  denominated  fedentary  as  the  lUdious,  with  this  particular 
difadvaotage,  that  they  are  often  obliged  to  fit  in  very  awkward 
poilures,  which  the  lludious  need  not  do,  unlels  they  pieafe. 
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to  fee  ten  or  a dozen  taylors  *,  or  ftay  makers,  for 
example,  crowded  into  one  fmall  apartment,  where 
there  is  hardly  room  for  one  perfon  to  breathe 
freely.  In  this  fuuation  they  generally  continue 
for  many  hours  at  a time,  often  with  the  addition 
of  feveral  candles,  which  tend  likewife  to  wafte  the 
air,  and  render  it  lefs  fit  for  refpiration.  Air  that 
is  breathed  repeatedly  becomes  unfit  for  expanding 
the  lungs.  This  is  one  caufe  of  the  phthifical 
coughs,  find  other  complaints  of  the  breaft,  fo  in- 
cident to  fedentary  artificers. 

Even  the  perfpiration  from  a great  number  of 
perfons  pent  up  together,  renders  the  air  unwhole- 
fome.  The  danger  from  this  quarter  will  be 
greatly  increafed,  if  any  one  of  them  happens  to 
have  bad  lungs,  or  to  be  otherwife  difeafed. 
Thofe  who  fit  near  him,  being  forced  to  breathe 
the  fame  air,  can  hardly  fail  to  be  infedled.  It 
would  be  a rare  thing,  however,  to  find  a dozen 
of  fedentary  people  all  in  good  health.  The  dan- 
ger of  crowding  them  together  mull  therefore  be 
evident  to  every  one. 

Many  of  thofe  who  follow  fedentary  employ- 
ments are  conftantly  in  a bending  pofture,  as  flioe- 
makers,  taylors,  cutlers,  &c.  Such  a fituation  is 
extremely  hurtful.  A bending  pofture  obftru&s  all 
the  vital  motions,  and  of  courfe  muft  deftroy  the 
health.  Accordingly  we  find  fuch  artificers  gene- 
rally complaining  of  indigeftions,  flatulencies, 
head-achs,  pains  of  the  breaft,  &c. 

* A perfon  of  obfervation  in  that  line  of  life  told  me,  that 
moft  taylors  die  of  confumptions ; which  he  attributed  chiefly  to 
the  unfavourable  poftures  in  which  they  fit,  and  the  unwhole- 
fomenefs  of  thofe  places  where  their  bufinefs  is  carried  on.  If 
more  attention  was  not  paid  to  profit  than  to  the  prefervation  of 
human  lives,  this  evil  might  be  eafiiy  remedied  ; but  while 
mailers  only  mind  their  own  intereft,  nothing  will  be  done  for 
the  fafery  of  their  fervants. 
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_The  aliment  in  fedentary  people,  inftead  of  be- 
ing pufhed  forwards  by  an  ere<ft  pofture,  and  the 
adtion  of  the  mufcles,  is  in  a manner  confined 
in  the  bowels.  Hence  indigeftions,  coftivenefs, 
wind,  and  other  hypochondriacal  affections,  the 
conftant  companions  of  the  fedentary.  Indeed 
none  of  the  excretions  can  be  duly  performed 
where  exercife  is  wanting;  and  when  the  matter 
which  ought  to  be  difcharged  in  this  way  is  re- 
tained too  long  in  the  body,  it  mud  have  bad 
effects,  as  it  is  again  taken  up  into  the  mafs  of  hu- 
mours. 

A bending  pofture  is  likewife  hurtful  to  the 
lungs.  When  this  organ  is  comprefied,  the  air 
cannot  have  free  accefs  into  all  its  parts,  fo  as  to 
expand  them  properly.  Hence  tubercles,  adhe- 
fions,  &c.  are  formed,  which  often  end  in  con- 
fumptions.  Befides,  the  proper  adtion  of  the  lungs 
being  abfolutely  neceffary  for  making  good  blood, 
when  that  organ  fails,  the  humours  loon  become 
univerfally  depraved,  and  the  whole  conftitution 
goes  to  wreck. 

Sedentary  artificers  are  not  only  hurt  by  prefiure 
on  the  bowels,  but  alfo  on  the  inferior  extremi- 
ties, which  obftrudls  the  circulation  in  thefe  parts, 
and  renders  them  weak  and  feeble.  Thus  taylors, 
fhoemakers,  &c.  frequently  lofe  the  ufe  of  their 
legs  altogether:  befides,  the  blood  and  humours 
are,  by  ftagnation,  vitiated,  and  the  perfpiFation  is 
obftrudfed:  from  whence  proceed  the  fcab,  ulcerous 
fores,  foul  blotches,  and  other  cutaneous  difeafes, 
fo  common  among  fedentary  artificers. 

A bad  figure  of  body  is  a very  common  confe- 
quence  of  clofe  application  to  fedentary  employ- 
ments. The  fpine,  for  example,  by  being  conti- 
nually bent,  puts  on  a crooked  fhape,  and  gene- 
rally remains  fo  ever  after.  But  a bad  figure  of 

body 
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body  has  already  been  obferved  to  be  hurtful  to 
health,  as  the  vital  fun&ions  are  thereby  impeded. 

A fedentary  life  feldom  fails  to  occafion  an  uni- 
verfal  relaxation  of  the  folids.  This  is  the  great 
fource  from  whence  mod  of  the  difeafes  of  feden- 
tary people  flow.  The  fcrophula,  confumption, 
hyderics,  and  nervous  difeafes,  now  fo  common, 
were  very  little  known  in  this  country  before  feden- 
tary artificers  became  fo  numerous:  and  they  are 
very  little  known  dill  among  fuch  of  our  people  as 
follow  active  employments'  without  doors,  though 
in  great  towns  at  lead  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants 
are  affli6ted  with  them. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  remedy  thofe  evils,  becaufe 
many  who  have  been  accudomed  to  a fedentary 
life,  like  ricketty  children,  lofe  all  inclination  for 
exercife;  we  fhall,  however,  throw  out  a few 
hints  with  refpcdt  to  the  mod  likely  means  for  prc- 
ferving  the  health  of  this  ufeful  fet  of  people, 
which  fome  of  them,  we  hope,  will  be  wife,  enough 
to  take. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  fedentary  ar- 
tificers are  often  hurt  by  their  bending  podure. 
They  ought  therefore  to  dand  or  fit  as  eredt  as  the 
nature  of  their  employments  will  permit.  They 
fhould  likewife  change  their  podure  frequently, 
and  diouid  never  fit  too  long  at  a time,  but  leave 
off  work,  and  walk,  ride,  run,  or  do  any  thing  that 
will  promote  the  vital  fun&ions. 

Sedentary  artificers  are  generally  allowed  too 
little  time  for  exercife;  yet  diort  as  it  is,  they  fel- 
dom  employ  it  properly.  A journeyman  taylor  or 
weaver,  for  example,  indead  of  walking  abroad  for 
exercife  and  frefli  air,  at  his  hours  of  leifure,  chufes 
often  to  fpend  them  in  a public-houfe,  or  in  play-  ♦ 
ing  at  fome  fedentary  game,  by  which  he  generally 
lofts  both  his  time  and  his  money, 
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The  awkward  poftures  in  which  many  fedentary 
artificers  work,  feem  rather  to  be  the  effeCt  of  cuf- 
tom  than  neceffuy.  For  example,  a table  might 
furely  be  contrived  for  ten  or  a dozen  taylors  to.  fit 
round  with  liberty  for  their  legs  either  to  hang 
down,  or  reft  upon  a foot-board,  as  they  fhould 
chufe.  A place  might  likewife  be  cut  out  for  each 
perfon,  in  fuch  a manner  that  he  might  fit  as  con- 
veniently for  working  as  in  the  prefent  mode  ot 
fitting  crofs-legged. 

All  fedentary  artificers  ought  to  pay  the  moft  re- 
ligious regard  to  cleanlinefs.  Both  their  fituation 
and  occupations  render  this  highly  neceflary.  No- 
thing would  contribute  more  to  preferve  their 
health,  than  a ftrict  attention  to  it;  and  fuch  of 
them  as  negleCt  it,  not  only  run  the  hazard  of 
lofing  health,  but  of  becoming  a nuifance  to  their 
neighbours. 

Sedentary  people  ought  to  avoid  food  that  is 
windy,  or  hard  of  digeftion,  and  fhould  pay  the 
ftri&eft  regard  to  fobriety.  A perfon  who  works 
hard  without  doors  will  foon  throw  off  a debauch; 
but  one  who  fits  has  by  no  means  an  equal  chance. 
Hence  it  often  happens,  that  fedentary  people  are 
feized  with  fevers  after  hard  drinking.  When  fuch 
perfons  fed  their  fpirits  low,  inftead  of  running  to 
the  tavern  for  relief,  they  fhould  ride,  or  walk  in 
the  fields.  This  would  remove  the  complaint  more 
effectually  than  ftrong  liquor,  and  would  never  hurt 
the  conftitution. 

Inftead  of  multiplying  rules  for  preferving  the 
health  of  the  fedentary,  we  fhall  recommend  to  them 
the  following  general  plan,  viz.  That  every  perfon 
who  follows  a fedentary  employment  fhould  culti- 
vate a piece  of  ground  with  his  own  hands.  This 
he  might  dig,  plant,  low,  and  weed  at  lcilurc 
hours,  fo  as  to  make  it  both  an  exercife  and  amufe- 
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ment,  while  it  produced  many  of  the  neceflaries  of 
life.  After  working  an  hour  in  a garden,  a man 
will  return  with  more  keennefs  to  his  employment 
within  doors,  than  if  he  had  been  all  the  while 
idle. 

Labouring  the  ground  is  every  way  conducive  to 
health.  It  not  only  gives  exercife  to  every  part 
of  the  body,  but  the  very  fmell  of  the  earth  and 
frelh  herbs  revives  and  cheers  the  fpirits,  whilft  the 
perpetual  profpeCt  of  fomething  coming  to  matu- 
rity, delights  and  entertains  the  mind.  We  are  fo 
formed  as  to  be  always  pleafed  with  fomewhat  in 
profpeCt,  however  diftant  or  however  trivial.  Hence 
the  happinefs  that  moft  men  feel  in  planting,  fow- 
ing,  building,  &c.  Thefe  feem  to  have  been  the 
chief  employments  of  the  more  early  ages:  and, 
when  kings  and  conquerors  cultivated  the  ground, 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  they  knew  as  well 
wherein  true  happinefs  confided  as  we  do. 

It  may  feem  romantic  to  recommend  gardening 
to  manufacturers  in  great  towns;  but  obfervation 
proves  that  the  plan  is  very  practicable.  In  the 
town  of  Sheffield,  in  Yorkffiire,  where  the  great 
iron  manufacture  is  carried  on,  there  is  hardly  a 
journeyman  cutler  wha  does  not  poffefs  a piece  of 
ground,  which  he  cultivates  as  a garden.  This 
practice  has  many  falutary  effects.  It  not  only  in- 
duces thefe  people  to  take  exercife  without  doors, 
but  alfo  to  eat  many  greens,  roots,  &c.  of  their 
own  growth,  which  they  would  never  think  of  pur- 
chafing.  There  can  be  no  reafon  why  manufac- 
turers in  any  other  town  in  Great  Britain  fhould  noc 
follow  the  fame  plan.  It  is  indeed  to  be  regretted, 
that  in  fuch  a place  as  London  a plan  of  this  kind 
is  not  practicable;  yet  even  there  fedentary  artifi- 
cers m£y  find  opportunities  of  taking  air  and  exer- 
*eife,  if  they  chufe  to  embrace  them. 
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Mechanics  are  too  much  inclined  to  crowd  into 
great  towns.  The  fituation  may  have  fome  advan- 
tages j but  it  has  likewife  many  difad  vantages.  All 
mechanics  who  live  in  the  country  have  it  in  their 
power  to  cultivate  a piece  of  ground ; which  indeed 
moll  of  them  do.  This  not  only  gives  them  exer- 
cife,  but  enables  them  to  live  more  comfortably. 
So  far  at  lead  as  my  obfervation  extends,  mecha- 
nics who  live  in  the  country  are  far  more  happy 
than  thofe  in  great  towns.  They  enjoy  better 
health,  live  in  greater  affluence,  and  feldom  fail  to 
rear  a healthy  and  numerous  offspring. 

In  a word,  exerciie  without  doors,  in  one  fhape 
or  another,  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  health.  Thofe 
who  negle6t  it,  though  they  may  for  a while  drag 
qut  life,  can  hardly  be  faid  to  enjoy  it.  Weak  and 
effeminate,  they  languifh  for  a few  years,  and  foon 
drop  into  an  untimely  grave, 

THE  STUDIOUS. 

Intenfe  thinking  is  fo  deftrudlive  to  health,  that 
few  inftances  can  be  produced  of  (ludious  perfons 
who  are  ftrong  and  healthy.  Hard  lludy  always 
implies  a ledentary  life;  and  when  intenfe  thinking 
is  joined  to  the  want  of  exercife,  the  confequences 
mult  be  bad.  We  have  frequently  known  even  a 
few  months  of  dole  application  to  lludy  ruin  an 
excellent  conllitution,  by  inducing  a train  of  ner- 
vous complaints  which  could  never  be  removed. 
Man  is  evidently  not  formed  for  continual  thought 
more  than  for  perpetual  adlion,  and  would  be  as 
loon  worn  out  by  the  one  as  by  the  other. 

So  great  is  the  power  of  the  mind  over  the  body, 
that,  by  its  influence,  the  whole  vital  motions  may 
be  accelerated  or  retarded,  to  almoft  any  degree. 
Thus  cheerfulnefs  and  mirth  quicken  the  circu- 
lation, and  promote  all  the  lccretions;  whereas  fad- 
4 nefs 
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nefs  and  profound  thought  never  fail  to  retard 
them.  Hence  it  would  appear,  that  even  a degree 
of  thoughtleffnefs  is  neceffary  to  health.  Indeed 
the  perpetual  thinker  feldom  enjoys  either  health 
or  fpirits  ; while  the  perfon,  who  can  hardly  be 
faid  to  think  at  all,  generally  enjoys  both. 

Perpetual  thinkers,  as  they  are  called,  feldom 
think  long.  In  a few  years  they  generally  become 
quite  ftupid,  and  exhibit  a melancholy  proof  how 
readily  the  greateft  bleffings  may  be  abufed.- 
Thinking,  like  every  thing  elfe,  when  carried  to 
extreme,  becomes  a vice;  nor  can  any  thing  afford 
a greater  proof  of  wifdom,  than  for  a man  fre- 
quently and  feafonably  to  unbend  his  mind.  This 
may  generally  be  done  by  mixing  in  cheerful  com- 
pany, active  diverfions,  or  the  like. 

Inftead  of  attempting  to  inveftigate  the  nature 
of  that  connection  which  fubfifts  between  the  mind 
and  body,  or  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which 
they  mutually  affeCt  each  other,  we  fhall  only  men- 
tion thofe  difeafes  to  which  the  learned  are  more 
peculiarly  liable,  and  endeavour  to  point  out  the 
means  of  avoiding  them. 

Studious  perfons  are  very  fubjeCt  to  the  gout. 
This  painful  difeafe  in  a great  meafure  proceeds 
from  indigeftion,  and  an  ' obftru&ed  perfpiration. 
It  is  impoffible  that  the  man  who  fits  from  morning 
till  night  fhould  either  digeft  his  food,  or  have  any 
of  the  fecretions  in  due  quantity.  Bur  when  that 
matter  which  fhould  be  thrown  off  by  the  fkin,  is 
retrined  in  the  body,  and  the  humours  are  not  duly 
prepared,  difeafes  muft  enfue. 

The  ftudious  are  likewife  very  liable  to  the  done 
and  gravel.  Exercife  greatly  promotes  both  the 
fecretion  and  difcharge  of  urine;  confequently  a 
fedentary  life  muft  have  the  contrary  effect.  Any 
one  may  be  fatisfied  of  this  by  obferving,  that  he 
paffes  much  more  urine  by  day  than  in  the  night, 
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and  alio  when  he  walks  or  rides,  than  when  he 
fits. 

The  circulation  in  the  liver  being  flow,  obftruc- 
tions  in  that  organ  can  hardly  fail  to  be  the  confe- 
quence  ot  inactivity.  Hence  fedentary  people  are 
frequently  affli&ed  with  fchirrous  livers.  But  the 
proper  fecretion  and  difcharge  of  the  bile  is  fo  ne- 
eefl'ary  a part  of  the  animal  oeconomy,  that  where 
thefe  are  not  duly  performed,  the  health  mud  loon 
be  impaired.  Jaundice,  indigedion,  lofs  of  appe- 
tite, and  a wafting  of  the  whole  body,  fedom  fail 
to  be  the  confequences  of  a vitiated  date  of  the 
liver  or  obftruCtions  of  the  bile. 

Few  difeafes  prove  more  fatal  to  the  ftudious  than 
confumptions  of  the  lungs.  Jt  h^s  already  been  ob- 
lerved,  that  this  organ  cannot  be  duly  expanded  in 
thofe  who  do  not  take  proper  exercife ; and  where 
that  is  the  cafe,  obdruCtions  and  adhefions  will  en- 
lue.  Not  only  want  of  exercife,  but  the  poflure 
in  which  ftudious  perfons  generally  fit,  is  very 
hurtful  to  the  lungs.  Thole  who  read  or  write 
much  are  ready  to  contract  a habit  of  bending  for- 
wards, and  often  prefs  with  their  bread  upon  a 
table  or  bench.  This  podure  cannot  fail  to  hurt 
the  lungs. 

The  tun&ions  of  the  heart  may  likewife  by  this 
means  be  injured.  I remember  to  have  feen  a man 
opened,  whofe  pericardium  adhered  to  the  bread- 
bone  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  obdruCt  the  motion  of 
the  heart,  and  occafion  his  death.  The  only  pro- 
bable caufe  that  could  be  afligned  for  this  Angular 
fymptom  was,  that  the  man,  whofe  bufinefs  was 
writing,  ufed  condantly  to  fit  in  a bending  podure, 
with  his  bread  prefling  upon  the  edge  of  a plain 
table. 

No  perfon  can  enjoy  health  who  does  not  pro- 
perly diged  his  food.  But  intenfe  thinking  and 
inactivity  never  fail  to  weaken  the  powers  of  di- 
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geftion.  Hence  the  humours  become  crude  and 
vitiated,  the  folids  weak  and  relaxed,  and  the  whole 
conftitution  goes  to  ruin. 

Long  and  intenfe  thinking  often  occcafions 
grievous  head-achs,  which  bring  on  vertigoes^ 
apoplexies,  palfies,  and  other  fatal  diforders.  The 
beft  way  to  prevent  thefe  is,  never  to  ftudy  too  long 
at  one  time,  and  to  keep  the  body  regular,  either 
by  proper  food,  or  taking  frequently  a little  of 
fome  opening  medicine. 

Thofe  who  read  or  write  much  are  often  affixed 
with  fore  eyes.  Studying  by  candle-light  is  pecu- 
liarly hurtful  to  the  light.  This  ought  to  be  prac- 
tifed  as  feldom  as  poftible.  When  it  is  unavoid- 
able, the  eyes  fhould  be  (haded,  and  the  head 
fhould  not  be  held  too  low.  When  the  eyes  are 
weak  or  painful,  they  fhould  be  bathed  every  night 
and  morning  in  cold  water,  to  which  a little  brandy 
may  be  added. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  the  excre- 
tions  are  very  defedive  in  the  ftudious.  The  dropfy 
is  often  occafioned  by  the  retention  of  thofe  hu- 
mours which  ought  to  be  carried  off  in  this  way.. 
Any  perfon  may  obferve,  that  fitting  makes  his 
legs  (well,  and  that  this  goes  off  by  exercife; 
which  clearly  points  out  the  method  of  prevention. 

Fevers,  especially  of  the  nervous  kind,  are  often 
the  effed  of  ftudy.  Nothing  affeds  the  nerves  fo 
much  as  intenfe  thought.  It  in  a manner  unhinges 
the  whole  human  frame,  and  not  only  hurts  the 
vital  motions,  but  diforders  the  mind  itfelf.  Hence 
a delirium,  melancholy,  and  even  madnefs,  are 
often  the  effed:  qf  clofe  application  to  ftudy.  In 
fine,  there  is  no  difeafe  which  can  proceed  either 
from  a bad  ftate  of  the  humours,  a defed  of  the 
ufual  fecretions,  or  a debility  of  the  nervous  fyftem, 
which  may  not  be  induced  by  intenfe  thinking. 

Bui 
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But  the  mod  afflicting  of  all  the  difeafes  which 
attack  the  ftudious  is  the  hypochondriac.  This 
difeafe  fcldom  fails  to  be  the  companion  of  deep 
thought.  It  may  rather  be  called  a complication 
of  maladies  than  a fingle  one.  To  what  a wretched 
condition  are  the  belt  of  men  often  reduced  by  it! 
Their  ftrength  and  appetite  fail ; a perpetual  gloom 
hangs  over  their  minds;  they  live  in  the  conftant 
dread  of  death,  and  are  continually  in  fearch  of  re- 
lief from  medicine,  where,  alas!  it  is  not  to  be 
found.  Thofe  who  labour  under  this  diforder, 
though  they  are  often  made  the  fubjeCt  of  ridi- 
cule, juftly  claim  our  higheft  fympathy  and  com- 
panion. 

Hardly  any  thing  can  be  more  prepofterous  than 
for  a perfon  to  make  ftudy  his  foie  bufinefs.  A mere 
ftudent  is  feldom  an  uleful  member  of  fociety.  He 
often  negleCts  the  mod  important  duties  of  life,  in 
order  to  purfue  ftudies  of  a very  trifling  nature. 
Indeed  it  rarely  happens,  that  any  ufeful  invention 
is  the  effect  of  mere  ftudy.  The  farther  men  dive 
into  profound  refearches,  they  generally  deviate 
the  more  from  common  fenfe,  and  too  often  lofe 
fight  of  it  altogether.  Profound  fpeculations,  in- 
ftead  of  making  men  vvifer  or  better,  generally  ren- 
der them  abfolute  fceptics,  and  overwhelm  them 
with  doubt  and  uncertainty.  All  that  is  necefTary 
for  man  to  know,  in  order  to  be  happy,  is  eafily 
obtained;  and  the  reft,  like  the  forbidden  fruit, 
lerves  only  to  increafe  his  milery. 

Studious  perfons,  in  order  to  relieve  their  minds, 
muft  not  only  difeontinue  to  read  and  write,  but 
engage  in  fome  employment  or  diverfion,  that  will 
fo  far  occupy  the  thought  as  to  make  them  forget 
the  bufinefs  of  the  clofet.  A folitary  ride  or  walk 
are  fo  far  from  relaxing  the  mind,  that  they  rather 
encourage  thought.  Nothing  can  divert  the  mind 
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when  it  gets  into  a train  of  ferious  thinking,  but 
attention  to  fubje&s  of  a more  trivial  nature, 
Thefe’pr°ve  a kind  of  play  to  the  mind,  and  con- 
fequently  relieve  it. 

Learned  men  often  contract  a contempt  for  what 
they  call  trifling  company.  They  are  afhamed  to 
be  feen  with  any  but  philofophers.  This  however 
is  no  proof  of  their  being  philofophers  themfelves. 
No  man  deferves  that  name  who  is  afhamed  to  un- 
bend his  mind,  by  aflfociating  with  the  cheerful  and 
gay.  Even  the  fociety  of  children  will  relieve  the 
mind,  and  expel  the  gloom  which  application  to 
ftudy  is  too  apt  to  occaflon. 

As  ftudious  people  are  neceffarily  much  within 
doors,  they  fhould  make  choice  of  a large  and  well- 
aired  place  for  ftudy.  This  would  not  only  pre- 
vent the  bad  effects  which  attend  confined  air,  but 
would  cheer  the  fpirits,  and  have  a moft  happy  in- 
fluence both  on  the  body  and  mind.  It  is  faid  of 
Euripides  the  tragedian,  that  he  ufed  to  retire  to  a 
dark  cave  to  compofe  his  tragedies,  and  of  De- 
mofthenes  the  Grecian  orator,  that  he  chofe  a place 
for  ftudy  where  nothing  could  be  either  heard  or 
feen,  With  all  deference  to  fuch  venerable  names, 
we  cannot  help  condemning  their  tafte.  A man 
may  furely  think  to  as  good  purpofe  in  an  elegant 
apartment  as  in  a cave-,  and  may  have  as  happy 
conceptions  where  the  all-cheering  rays  of  the  fun 
render  the  air  wholefome,  as  in  places  where  they 
never  enter. 

Thofe  who  read  or  write  much  fhould  be  very 
attentive  to  their  pofture.  They  ought  to  fit  and 
ftand  by  turns,  always  keeping  as  nearly  in  an  ered 
pofture  as  poflible.  Thofe  who  didate,  may  do  it 
walking  It  has  an  excellent  effed  frequently  tq 
read  or  fpeak  aloud.  This  not  only  exercifes  the 
lungs,  but  almoft  the.whole  body.  Hence  ftudi- 
ops  people  are  greatly  benefited  by  delivering  dif- 
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courfes  in  public.  Public  fpeakers,  indeed,  fome- 
times  hurt  themfelves  by  overawing  their  part;  but 
this  is  their  own  fault.  The  martyr  to  mere  voci- 
feration merits  not  our  fympathy. 

The  morning  has,  by  all  medical  writers,  been 
reckoned  the  beft  time  for  ftudy.  It  is  fo.  But  it 
is  alfo  the  moft  proper  feafon  for  exercife,  while 
the  ftomach  is  empty,  and  the  fpirits  refrefhed  with 
deep.  Studious  people  fhould  therefore  lometimes 
fpend  the  morning  in  walking,  riding,  or  fome 
manly  diverfions  without  doors.  This  would  make 
them  return  to  ftudy  with  greater  alacrity,  and 
would  be  of  more  fervice  than  twice  the  time  after 
their  fpirits  are  worn,  out  with  fatigue.  It  is  not 
fufficient  to  take  diverfion  only  when  we  can  think 
no  longer.  Every  ftudious  perfon  fhould  make  it 
a part  of  his  bufinefs,  and  fhould  let  nothing  in- 
terrupt his  hours  of  recreation  more  than  thofe  of 
ftudy. 

Mufic  has  a very  happy  efFe£t  in  relieving  the 
mind  when  fatigued  with  ftudy.  It  would  be  well 
if  every  ftudious  perfon  were  fo  far  acquainted  with 
that  fcience  as  to  amufe  himfelf  after  fevere 
thought,  by  playing  fuch  airs  as  have  a tendency  to 
rail’e  the  fpirits,  and  infpire  cheerfulnefs  and  good 
humour. 

It  is  a reproach  to  Learning,  that  any  of  heF 
votaries,  to  relieve  the  mind  after  ftudy,  fhould  be- 
take themfelves  to  the  ufe  of  ftrong  liquors.  This 
indeed  is  a remedy  ; but  it  is  a delperate  one,  and 
always  proves  deftruttive.  Would  fuch  perfons, 
when  their  fpirits  are  low,  get  on  horfeback,  and 
ride  ten  or  a dozen  miles,  they  would  find  it  a more 
effedlual  remedy  than  any  cordial  medicine  in  the 
apothecary’s  fhop,  or  all  the  ftrong  liquors  in  the 
world. 

The  following  is  my  plan,  and  I cannot  recom- 
mend a better  to  others.  When  my  mind  is  fa- 
tigued 
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rigued  with  dudy,  or  other  ferious  bufinefs,  I mount 
my  horfe,  and  ride  ten  or  twelve  miles  into  the 
country,  where  1 fpend  a day,  and  fometimes  two, 
with  a cheerful  friend  ; after  which  I never  fail  to 
return  to  town  with  new  vigour,  and  to  purfue  my 
ftudies  or  bufinefs  with  frefh  alacrity. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  learned  men, 
while  in  health,  pay  fo  little  regard  to  thefe  things! 
There  is  not  any  thing  more  common  than  to  fee  a 
miferable  object  over-run  with  nervous  difeafes, 
bathing,  walking,  riding,  and,  in  a word,  doing 
every  thing  for  health  after  it  is  gone;  yet,  if  any 
one  had  recommended  thefe  things  to  him  by  way 
of  prevention,  the  advice  would,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, have  been  treated  with  contempt,  or,  at  lead, 
with  negledh  Such  is  the  weaknefs  and  folly  of 
mankind,  and  fuch  the  want  of  forefight,  even  in 
thofe  who  ought  to  be  wifer  than  others! 

With  regard  to  the  diet  of  the  ftudious,  we  fee 
no  reafon  why  they  fhould  abftain  from  any  kind  of 
food  that  is  wholefome,  provided  they  ufe  it  in 
moderation.  They  ought,  however,  to  be  fparing 
in  the  ufe  of  every  thing  that  is  windy,  rancid,  or 
hard  of  digeftion.  Their  fuppers  Ihould  always  be 
light,  or  taken  foon  in  the  evening.  Their  drink 
may  be  water,  fine  malt  liquor,  not  too  ftrong, 
good  cyder,  wine  and  water,  or,  if  troubled  with 
acidities,  water  mixed  with  a little  brandy,  rum, 
or  any  other  genuine  fpirit. 

We  fhall  only  obferve,  with  regard  to  thofe  kinds 
of  exercife  which  are  mod  proper  for  the  dudious, 
that  they  fhould  not  be  too  violent,  nor  ever  car- 
ried to  the  degree  of  exceflive  fatigue.  They 
ought  likewife  to  be  frequently  varied  To  as  to  give 
action  to  all  the  different  parts  of  the  body;  and 
fhould,  as  often  as  poffible,  be  taken  in  the  open 
air.  In  general,  riding  on  horfeback,  walking, 
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working  in  a garden,  or  playing  at  fome  adtivc  dl- 
verfions,  are  the  bed. 

We  would  like  wife  recommend  the  ufe  of  the 
cold  bath  to  the  ftudious.  It  will,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  fupply  the  place  of  exercife,  and  fhould  noc 
be  neglected  by  perfons  of  a relaxed  habit,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  warm  feafon. 

No  perfon  ought  either  to  take  violent  exercife 
or  to  ftudy  immediately  after  a full  meal. 


CHAP.  III. 

OF  ALIMENT. 

t 

T 7N  WHOLESOME  food,  and  irregularities  in 
^ diet,  occafion  many  difeafes.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  the  whole  conftitution  of  body  may  be 
changed  by  diet  alone.  The  fluids  may  be  thereby 
attenuated  or  condenfed,  rendered  mild  or  acrimo- 
nious, coagulated  or  diluted,  to  almoft  any  degree. 
Nor  are  its  efre&s  upon  the  folids  lefs  confiderable. 
They  may  be  braced  or  relaxed,  have  their  fenflbi- 
lity,  motions,  &c.  greatly  increafed  or  diminifhed, 
by  different  kinds  of  aliment.  A very  fmall  atten- 
tion to  thele  things  will  be  fufficient  to  fhew,  how 
much  the  prefervation  of  health  depends  upon  a 
proper  regimen  of  the  diet. 

Nor  is  an  attention  to  diet  neceflary  for  the  pre- 
fervation of  health  only:  it  is  like  wife  of  import- 
ance in  the  cure  of  difeafes.  Every  intention  in 
the  cure  of  many  difeafes,  may  be  anfwered  by  diet 
alone.  Its  effe&s,  indeed,  are  not  always  fo  quick 
as  thole  of  medicine,  but  they  are  generally  more 
lading:  befides,  it  is  neither  fo  difagreeable  to  the 
patient,  nor  fo  dangerous  as  medicine,  and  is  al- 
ways more  eafily  obtained. 
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Our  intention  here  is  not  to  inquire  minutely 
Into  the  nature  and  properties  of  the  various  kinds 
of  aliment  in  ufe  among  mankind  3 nor  to  (hew  their 
effeds  upon  the  different  conftitutions  of  the  human 
body  5 but  to  mark  fome  of  the  moil  pernicious  er- 
rors which  people  are  apt  to  fall  into,  with  refped 
both  to  the  quantity  and  qualities  of  their  food, 
and  to  point  out  their  influence  upon  health. 

It  is  not  indeed  an  eafy  matter  to  afcertain  the 
exad:  quantity  of  food  proper  for  every  age,  fex,  and 
conftitution  : but  a fcrupulous  nicety  here  is  by  no 
means  neceflary.  The  bed  rule  is  to  avoid  all 
extremes.  Mankind  were  never  intended  to  weigh 
and  meafure  their  food.  Nature  teaches  every 
creature  when  it  has  enough  3 and  the  calls  of  third 
and  hunger  are  fufficient  to  inform  them  when  more 
is  neceflary. 

Though  moderation  is  the  chief  rule  with  regard 
to  the  quantity,  yet  the  quality  of  food  merits  a 
farther  confideration.  There  are  many  ways  by 
which  provifions  may  be  rendered  unwholefomc. 
Bad  feafons  may  either  prevent  the  ripening  of 
grain,  or  damage  it  afterwards.  Thefe,  indeed,  are 
ads  of  Providence,  and  we  muft  fubmit  to  them; 
but  furely  no  punifliment  can  be  too  fevere  for 
thofewholuffer  provifions  to  fpoil  by  hoarding  them, 
on  purpofe  to  raife  the  price,  or  who  promote  their 
own  intereft  by  adulterating  the  neceflaries  of  life 

Animal,  as  well  as  vegetable  food,  may  be  ren- 
dered unwholefome,  by  being  kept  too  long.  All 
animal  fubftances  have  a conftant  tendency  to  putre- 
fadion;  and,  when  that  has  proceeded  too  far,  they 

* The  poor,  indeed,  are  generally  the  firft  who  fuffer  by  un- 
found provifions ; but  the  lives  of  the  labouring  poor  are  cf  gre.at 
importance  to  the  ftate  : befides,  difeafes  occafioned  by  unwhole- 
fome food  often  prove  infeftious,  by  which  means  they  reach 
people  in  every  ftation.  It  is  therefore  the  intereft  of  all  to  take 
care  that  no  fpoik  proviftoRs  of  any  kind  be  expo-fed  cc  fale. 
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not  only  become  offenfive  to  the  fenfes,  but  hurtful 
to  health.  Difealed  animals,  and  fuch  as  die  of 
themfclves,  ought  never  to  be  eaten.  It  is  a com- 
mon practice,  however,  in  fome  grazing  countries, 
for  fervants  and  poor  people  to  eat  fuch  animals  as 
die  of  any  difeafe,  or  are  killed  by  accident.  Po- 
verty, indeed,  may  oblige  people  to  do  this;  but 
they  had  better  eat  a fmaller  quantity  of  what  is 
found  and  wholefome:  it  would  both  afford  a better 
nourifhment,  and  be  attended  with  lefs  danger. 

The  injunctions  given  to  the  Jews,  not  to  eat 
any  creature  which  died  of  itfelf,  feem  to  have  a 
itriCf  regard  to  health ; and  ought  to  be  oblerved 
by  Chriftians  as  well  as  Jews.  Animals  never  die 
themfelves  without  fome  previous  difeafe  ; but  how 
a difealed  animal  fhould  be  wholefome  food,  is  in- 
conceivable: even  thofe  which  die  by  accident  muff 
be  hurtful,  as  their  blood  is  mixed  with  ‘the  flefh, 
and  foon  turns  putrid. 

Animals  which  feed  grofsly,  as  tame  ducks,  hogs, 
&c.  are  neither  fo  eafily  digefted,  nor  afford  fuch 
wholefome  nourifhment  as  others.  No  animal  can 
be  wholefome  which  does  not  take  fufficient  exer- 
cife.  Moft  of  our  (balled  cattle  are  crammed  with 
grofs  food,  but  not  allowed  exercife  nor  free  air; 
by  which  means  they  indeed  grow  fat,  but  their 
juices  not  being  properly  prepared  or  affimilated, 
remain  crude,  and  occafion  indigehions,  grofs  hu- 
mours, and  oppreffion  of  the  fpirits,  in  thofe  who 
feed  upon  them. 

Animals  are  often  rendered  unwholefome  by  being 
over-heated.  Exceffive  heat  caufes  a fever,  exalts 
the  animal  falts,  and  mixes  the  blood  fo  intimately 
with  the  flefh,  that  it  cannot  be  feparated.  For  this 
reafon,  butchers  fhould  be  feverely  punilhed  who 
over-drive  their  cattle.  No  perfon  would  chufe  to 
eat  the  flefh  of  an  animal  which  had  died  in  a high 
fever;  yet  that  is  the  cafe  with  all  over-drove  cattle; 
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and  the  fever  is  ofcen  raifed  even  to  the  degree  of 
madnefs. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  way  by  which  butchers 
render  meat  unwholefome.  The  abominable  cuf- 
tom  of  filling  the  cellular  membrane  of  animals  with 
air,  in  order  to  make  them  appear  fat,  is  every  day 
pradifed.  This  not  only  fpoils  the  meat,  and  ren- 
ders it  unfit  for  keeping,  but  is  fuch  a dirty  trick, 
that  the  very  idea  of  it  is  fufficient  to  difguft  a per- 
fon  of  any  delicacy  at  every  thing  which  comes 
from  the  (hambles.  Who  can  bear  the  thought  of 
eating  meat  which  has  been  blown  up  with  air  from 
the  lungs  of  a dirty  fellow,  perhaps  labouring  under 
the  very  worft  of  difeafcs? 

Butchers  have  likewife  a method  of  filling  the 
cellular  membranes  of  animals  with  blood.  This 
makes  the  meat  feem  fatter,  and  likewife  weigh, 
more,  but  is  notwithftanding  a vety  pernicious  cus- 
tom, as  it  both  renders  the  meat  unwholefome  and 
unfit  for  keeping.  I feldom  fee  a piece  of  meat 
from  the  fhambles,  where  the  blood  is  not  difFufed 
through  the  cellular  texture.  I fhall  not  fay  that 
this  is  always  the  effedl : of  defign;  but  I am  certaia 
it  is  not  the  cafe  with  animals  that  are  killed  for 
domeftic  ufe,  and  properly  blooded.  Veal  feems- 
to  be  moft  frequently  fpoilt  in  this  way.  Perhaps 
that  may  in  fome  meafure  be  owing  to  the  pradice 
of  carrying  calves  from  a great  diftance  to  market, 
by  which  means  their  tender  flefh  is  bruifed,  and 
many  of  their  vefiels  burft. 

No  people  in  the  world  eat  fuch  quantities  of  ani- 
mal food  as  the  Englifti,  which  is  one  reafon  why 
they  are  fo  generally  tainted  with  the  fcurvy  and  its 
numerous  train  of  confequences,  indigeftion,  low 
fpirits,  hypochondriacifm,  &c.  Animal  food  was 
furely  defigned  for  man,  and  with  a proper  mixture 
of  vegetables,  it  will  be  found  the  moft  wholefome; 
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but  to  gorge  beef,  mutton,  pork,  fifh,  and  fowl, . 
twice  or  thrice  a day,  is  certainly  too  much.  All 
who  value  health  ought  to  be  contented  with  mak- 
ing one  meal  of  flefh  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  and 
this  ought  to  confift  of  one  kind  only. 

The  moft:  obftinate  fcurvy  has  often  been  cured 
by  a vegerable  diet;  nay,  milk  alone  will  frequently 
do  more  in  that  difeafe  than  any  medicine.  Hence 
it  is  evident,  that  if  vegetables  and  milk  were  more 
ufed  in  diet,  we  fhould  have  lefs  fcurvy,  and  like- 
wife  fewer  putrid  and  inflammatory  fevers.  Frefh 
vegetables,  indeed,  come  to  be  daily  more  ufed  in 
diet;  this  laudable  pradtice  we  hope  will  continue 
to  gain  ground. 

Our  aliment  ought  neither  to  be  too  moift  nor 
too  dry.  Moift  aliment  relaxes  the  folids,  and  ren- 
ders the  body  feeble.  Thus  we  fee  females,  who 
live  much  on  tea  and  other  watery  diet,  generally 
become  weak,  and  unable  to  digeft  folid  food  : 
hence  proceed  hyfterics,  and  all  their  dreadful  con- 
fluences. On  the  other  hand,  food  that  is  too  dry, 
renders  the  folids  in  a manner  rigid,  and  the  hu- 
mours vifcid,  which  difpofes  the  body  to  inflamma- 
tory fevers,  fcurvies,  and  the  like. 

Much  has  been  faid  on  the  ill  effedls  of  tea  in  diet. 
They  are,  no  doubr,  numerous;  but  they  proceed 
rather  from  the  imprudent  ufe  of  it,  than  from  any 
bad  qualities  in  the  tea  itfelf.  Tea  is  now  the  uni- 
verlal  breakfaft  in  this  part  of  the  world;  but  the 
morning  is  furely  the  moft  improper  time  of  the  day 
for  drinking  it.  Moft  delicate  perfons,  who,  by 
the  bye,  are  the  greateft  tea-drinkers,  cannot  eat 
any  thing  in  the  morning.  If  fuch  perfons,  after 
falling  ten  or  twelve  hours,  drink  four  or  five  cups 
of  green  tea  without  eating  almoft  any  bread,  it  muft 
hurt  them.  Good  tea,  taken  in  a moderate  quantity, 
not  too  llrong,  nor  too  hot,  nor  drank  upon  an  empty 
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ftomach,  will  feldom  do  harm;  but  if  it  be  bad, 
which  is  often  the  cafe,  or  fubftituted  in  the  room 
of  folid  food,  it  mud  have  many  ill  ededts. 

The  arts  of  cookery  render  many  things  unwhole- 
fome,  which  are  not  fo  in  their  own  nature.  By 
jumbling  together  a number  of  different  ingredi- 
ents, in  order  to  make  a poignant  fauce,  or  rich 
foup,  the  compofition  proves  almod  a poifon.  All 
high  fealoning,  pickles,  &c.  are  only  incentives  to 
luxury,  and  never  fail  to  hurt  the  ftomach.  It  were 
well  for  mankind,  if  cookery,  as  an  art,  were  en- 
tirely prohibited.  Plain  reading  or  boiling  is  all 
that  the  ftomach  requires.  Thefe  alone  are  fufii- 
cient  for  people  in  health,  and  the  fick  have  dill 
lefs  need  of  a cook. 

The  liquid  part  of  our  aliment  likewife  claims  our 
attention.  Water  is  not  only  the  bafis  of  mod  li- 
quors, but  alfo  compofes  a great  part  of  our  folid 
food.  Good  water  mud  therefore  be  of  the  greated 
importance  in  diet.  The  bed  water  is  that  which 
is  mod  pure,  and  free  from  any  mixture  of  foreign 
bodies.  Water  takes  up  parts  of  mod  bodies  with 
which  it  comes  into  contadt;  by  this  means  it  is 
often  impregnated  with  metals  or  minerals  of  a 
hurtful  or  poifonous  nature.  Hence  the  inhabitants 
of  fome  hilly  countriesjiave  peculiar  difeafes,  which 
in  all  probability  proceed  from  the  water.  Thus 
the  people  who  live  near  the  Alps  in  Switzerland, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Peak  of  Derby  in  Eng- 
land, have  large  tumours  or  wens  on  their  necks. 
This  difeafe  is  generally  imputed  to  the  fnow  water  ; 
but  there  is  more  reafon  to  believe  it  is  owing  to 
the  minerals  in  the  mountains  through  which  the 
waters  pafs. 

When  water  is  impregnated  with  foreign  bodies, 
it  generally  appears  by  its  weight,  colour,  tade, 
fmell,  heat,  or  fome  other  fenfible  quality.  Our 
bufinefs  therefore  is  to  chufe  fuch  water,  for  com- 
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mon  life,  as  is  lighted:,  and  without  any  particular 
colour,  tade,  or  fmell.  In  mod  places  of  Britain 
the  inhabitants  have  it  in  their  power  to  make  choic£ 
of  their  water;  and  few  things  would  contribute 
more  to  health  than  a due  attention  to  this  article. 
But  mere  indolence  often  induces  people  to  make 
ufe  of  the  water  that  is  neared  to  them,  without 
confidering  its  qualities. 

Before  water  is  brought  into  great  towns,  the 
drifted  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  its  qualities,  as 
many  difeafes  may  be  occafioned  or  aggravated  by 
bad  water;  and  when  once  it  has  been  procured  at 
a great  expence,  people  are  unwilling  to  give  it  up. 

The  common  methods  of  rendering  water  clear 
by  filtration,  or  foft,  by  expofing  it  to  the  lun  and 
air,  &c.  are  fo  generally  known  that  it  is  unnecef- 
fary  to  fpend  time  in  explaining  them.  We  fhall  only, 
in  general,  advife  all  to  avoid  waters  which  dagnate 
long  in  finall  lakes,  ponds,  or  the  like,  as  fuch 
waters  often  become  putrid,  by  the  corruption  of 
animal  and  vegetable  bodies  with  which  they 
abound.  Even  cattle  frequently  fuffer  by  drinking, 
in  dry  feafons,  water  which  has  dood  long  in  fmall 
refervoirs,  without  being  fupplied  by  fprings,  or 
frefiiened  with  fhowers.  All  wells  ought  to  be  kept 
clean,  and  to  have  a free  communication  with  the  air. 

As  fermented  liquors,  notwithdanding  they  have 
been  exclaimed  againd  by  many  writers,  dill  con- 
tinue to  be  the  common  drink  of  almod  every  per- 
fon  who  can  afford  them;  we  fhall  rather  endea- 
vour to  affid  people  in  the  choice  of  rhefe  liquors, 
than  pretend  to  condemn  what  cudom  has  fo  firmly 
edabli Hied.  It  is  not  the  moderate  ufe  of  found 
fermented  liquors  which  hurts  mankind:  it  is  ex- 
cefs,  and  ufing  fuch  as  are  ill  prepared  or.  vitiated. 

Fermented  liquors,  which  are  too  firong,  hurt 
digedion ; and  che  body  is  fo  far  from  being  drength- 
ened  by  them,  that  it  is  weakened  and  relaxed. 
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Many  imagine  that  hard  labour  could  not  be  fup- 
ported  without  drinking  ftrong  liquors:  this  is  a 
very  erroneous  notion.  Men  who  never  tafte  ftrong 
liquors  are  not  only  able  to  endure  more  fatigue, 
but  alfo  live  much  longer,  than  thofe  who  ufe  them 
daily.  But,  fuppofe  ftrong  liquors  did  enable  a 
man  to  do  more  work,  they  muft  neverthelefs  wafte 
the  powers  of  life,  and  occafion  premature  old  age. 
They  keep  up  a conftant  fever,  which  exhaufts  the 
fpirits,  inflames  the  blood,  and  difpofes  the  body 
to  numberlefs  difeafes. 

But  fermented  liquors  may  be  too  weak  as  well 
as  too  ftrong:  when  that  is  the  cafe,  they  muft  ei- 
ther be  drank  new*  or  they  become  four  and  dead: 
when  fuch  liquors  are  drank  new,  the  fermentation 
not  being  over,  they  generate  air  in  the  bowels,  and 
occafion  flatulencies;  and,  when  kept  till  ftale, 
they  turn  four  on  the  ftomach,  .and  hurt  digeftion. 
For  this  reafon  all  malt-liquors,  cider,  &c.  ought 
to  be  of  fuch  ftrength  as  to  keep  till  they  be  ripe, 
and  then  they  fbould  be  ufed.  When  fuch  liquors 
are  kept  too  long,  though  they  fhould  not  become 
four,  yet  they  generally  contract  a hardnefs  which 
renders  them  unwholefome. 

All  families,  who  can*  ought  to  prepare  their 
own  liquors.  Since  preparing  and  vending  of  li- 
quors became  one  of  the  mod  general  branches  of 
bufinefs,  every  method  has  been  tried  to  adulte- 
rate them.  The  great  objedt  both  to  the  makers 
and  venders  of  liquor  is,  to  render  it  intoxicating, 
and  give  it  the  appearance  of  age.  But  it  is  well 
known  that  this  may  be  done  by  other  ingredients 
than  thofe  which  ought  to  be  ufed  for  making  it 
ftrong.  It  would  be  imprudent  even  to  name  thofe 
things  which  are  daily  made  ufe  of  to  render  li- 
quors heady.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  the  pradtice  is 
very  common,  and  that  all  the  ingredients  ufed 
for  this  purpofe  are  of  a narcotic  or  ftupefadtive 
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quality.  But  as  all  opiates  are  poifonous,  it  is  eafy 
to  fee  what  muft  be  the  confequence  of  their  gene- 
ral ufe.  Though  they  do  not  kill  fuddenlv,  yet 
they  hurt  the  nerves,  relax  and  weaken  the  llo- 
mach,  and  fpoil  the  digeftion. 

Were  fermented  liquors  faithfully  prepared,  kept 
to  a proper  age,  and  ufed  in  moderation,  they' 
would  prove  real  blefiings  to  mankind.  Bur,  while 
they  are  ill  prepared,  various  ways  adulterated,  and 
taken  to  excels,  they  muft  have  many  pernicious 
effects. 

We  would  recommend  it  to  families,  not  only  to 
prepare. their  own  liquors,  but  likewife  their  bread. 
Bread  is  fo  neceffary  a part  of  diet,  that  too  much 
care  cannot  be  bellowed  in  order  to  have  it  found 
and  wholefome.  For  this  purpofe,  it  is  not  only 
neceffary  that  it  be  made  of  good  grain,  but  like- 
wife properly  prepared,  and  kept  free  from  all  un- 
wholefome  ingredients.  This,  however,  we  have 
reafon  to  believe  is  not  always  the  cale  with  bread 
prepared  by  thole  who  make  a trade  of  vending  it. 
Their  objedt  is  rather  to  pleafe  the  eye,  than  to 
confult  the  health.  The  bell  bread  is  that  which 
is  neither  too  coarfe  nor  too  fine ; well  fermented, 
and  made  of  wheat  flour,  or  rather  of  wheat  and 
rye  mixed  together. 

To  fpecify  the  different  kinds  of  aliment,  to  ex- 
plain their  nature  and  properties,  and  to  point  out 
their  effedls  in  different  conftitutions,  would  far 
exceed  the  limits  of  our  defign.  Inftead  of  a detail 
of  this  kind,  which  would  not  be  generally  under- 
ftood,  and  of  courfe  little  attended  to,  we  Ihall 
only  mention  the  following  eafy  rules  with  refpedt 
to  the  choice  of  aliment. 

Perfons  whofe  folids  are  weak  and  relaxed, 
ought  to  avoid  all  vifeid  food,  or  fuch  things  as  are 
hard  of  digeftion.  Their  diet,  however,  ought  to 
be  nourilhing;  and  they  fliould  take  fufficient  ex- 
ercife  in  the  open  air. 


Such 


OF  ALIMENT.  yi 

Such  as  abound  with  blood  fliould  be  fparing  in 
the  ufe  of  every  thing  that  is  highly  nourifhing,  as 
fat  meat,  rich  wines,  ftrong  ale,  and  fuch  like. 
Their  food  fhould  confift  chiefly  of  bread  and  other 
vegetable  fubftances;  and  their  drink  ought  to  be 
water,  whey,  or  fmali  beer. 

Fat  people  fhould  not  eat  freely  of  oily  nourifli- 
ing  diet.  They  ought  frequently  to  ufe  raddifh, 
garlic,  lpices,  or  fuch  things  as  are  heating  and 
promote  perfpiration  and  urine.  Their  drink  fhould 
be  water,  coffee,  tea,  or  the  like;  and  they  ought 
to  take  much  ^xercife  and  little  fleep. 

Thofe  who  are  too  lean  muff  follow  an  oppofne 
courfe. 

Such  as  are  troubled  with  acidities,  or  whofe 
food  is  apt  to  four  on  the  flomach,  fhould  live 
much  on  animal  food;  and  thofe  who  are  afflidted 
with  hot  alkaline  erudlations,  ought  to  ufe  a diet 
confifting  chiefly  of  acid  vegetables. 

People  who  are  affedted  with  the  gout,  low  fpi- 
rits,  hypochondriac  or  hyfleric  diforders,  ought  to 
avoid  all  flatulent  food,  every  thing  that  is  vifcid, 
or  hard  of  digeftion,  all  faked  or  fmoke-dried  pro- 
viflons,  and  whatever  is  auftere,  acid,  or  apt  to 
turn  four  on  the  ftomach.  Their  food  fhould  be 
light,  fpare,  cool,  and  of  an  opening  nature. 

The  diet  ought  not  only  to  be  fuited  to  the  age 
and  conflitution,  but  alfo  to  the  manner  of  life:  a 
fedentary  or  ftudious  perfon  fliould  live  more  fpa- 
ringly  than  one  who  labours  hard  without  doors. 
Many  kinds  of  food  will  nourifh  a peafant  very 
well  which  would  be  almoft  indigeftible  to  a citi- 
zen; and  the  latter  will  live  upon  a diet  on  which 
the  former  would  flarve. 

Diet  ought  not  to  be  too  uniform.  The  conflant 
ufe  of  one  kind  of  food  might  have  fome  bad  ef- 
fedts.  Nature  teaches  us  this,  by  the  great  variety 
of  aliment  which  fhe  has  provided  for  man,  and 
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likewife  by  giving  him  an  appetite  for  different 
kinds  of  food. 

Thofe  who  labour  under  any  particular  difeafe, 
ought  to  avoid  fuch  aliments  as  have  a tendency  to 
increafe  it:  for  example,  a gouty  perfon  lhould 
not  indulge  in  rich  wines,  ftrong  foups,  or  gravies, 
and  fhould  avoid  all  acids.  One  who  is*  troubled 
with  the  gravel  ought  to  fhun  all  audere  and 
aftringent  aliments;  and  thofe  who  are  fcorbutic 
fhould  be  fparing  in  the  ufe  of  falted  provifions, 
&c. 

In  the  firffc  period  of  life,  our  food  ought  to  be 
light,  but  nourifhing,  and  frequently  taken.  Food 
that  is  folid,  with  a fufficient  degree  of  tenacity,  is 
mod  proper  for  the  date  of  manhood.  The  diet 
fuited  to  the  lad  period  of  life,  when  nature  is 
upon  the  decline,  approaches  nearly  to  that  of  the 
firft.  It  fhould  be  lighter  and  more  fucculent  than 
that  of  vigorous  age,  and  likewife  more  frequently 
taken. 

It  is  not  only  neceffary  for  health  that  our  diet  be 
wholefome,  but  alfo  that  it  be  taken  at  regular  pe- 
riods. Some  imagine  long  fading  will  atone  for 
excefs ; but  this,  indead  of  mending  the  matter, 
generally  makes  it  worfe.  When  the  ftomach  and 
inteflines  are  over-didended  with  food,  they  lofe 
their  proper  tone,  and,  by  long  fading,  they  be- 
come weak,  and  inflated  with  wind.  Thus,  either 
gluttony  or  fading  dedroys  the  powers  of  digedion. 

The  frequent  repetition  of  aliment  is  not  only 
neceflfary  for  repairing  the  continual  wade  of  our 
bodies,  but  likewife  to  keep  the  fluids  found  and 
fweet.  Our  humours,  even  in  the  mod  healthy 
date,  have  a condant  tendency  to  putrefaction, 
which  can  only  be  prevented  by  frequent  fupplies 
of  frefli  nourifhment:  when  that  is  wanting  too 
long,  the  putrefaction  often  proceeds  lo  far  as  to 
occalion  very  dangerous  fevers.  From  hence  we 
i may 
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may  learn  the  necefiity  of  regular  meals.  No  per- 
fon  can  enjoy  a good  date  of  health,  whofe  veflels 
are  either  frequently  overcharged,  or  the  humours 
long  deprived  of  frefh  fupplies  of  chyle. 

Long  falling  is  extremely  hurtful  to  young  peo- 
ple; it  not  only  vitiates  their  humours,  but  pre- 
vents their  growth.  Nor  is  it  lefs  injurious  to  the 
aged.  Mod  perfons,  in  the  decline  of  life,  are 
affli&ed  with  wind  : this  complaint  is  not  only  in- 
creafed,  but  even  rendered  dangerous,  and  often 
fatal,  by  long  fading.  Old  people,  when  their 
domachs  are  empty,  are  frequently  feized  with  gid- 
dinefs,  head-achs,  and  faintnefs.  Thefe  com- 
plaints may  generally  be  removed  by  a piece  of 
bread  and  a glafs  of  wine,  or  taking  any  other  folid 
food;  which  plainly  points  out  the  method  of  pre- 
venting them. 

It  is  more  than  probable,  that  many  of  the  fud- 
den  deaths,  which  happen  in  the  advanced  periods 
of  life,  are  occafioned  by  fading  too  long,  as  it 
exhauds^the  fpirits,  and  fills  the  bowels  with  wind  ; 
we  would  therefore  advife  people,  in  the  decline 
of  life,  never  to  allow  their  domachs  to  be  too  long 
empty.  Many  people  take  nothing  but  a few 
cups  of  tea  and  a little  bread,  from  nine  o’clock  at 
night  till  two  or  three  next  afternoon.  Such  may 
be  faid  to  fad  almod  three-fourths  of  their  time. 
This  can  hardly  fail  to  ruin  the  appetite,  vitiate 
the  humours,  and  fill  the  bowels  with  wind; 
all  which  might  be  prevented  by  a folid  break- 
fad. 

It  is  a very  common  pra&ice  to  eat  a light  break- 
fad  and  a heavy  fupper.  This  cudom  ought  to  be 
reverfed.  When  people  fup  late,  their  fupper 
Ihould  be  very  light;  but  the  breakfad  ought  al- 
ways to  be  folid.  If  any  one  eats  a light  fupper, 
goes  foon  to  bed,  and  rifes  betimes  in  the  morn- 
ing. 
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ing,  he  will  be  fure  to  find  an  appetite  for  his 
breakfaft,  and  heonay  freely  indulge  it. 

The  ftrong  and  healthy  do  not  indeed  fufFer  fo 
much  from  falling  as  the  weak  and  delicate;  but 
they  run  great  hazard  from  its  oppoflte,  viz.  re- 
pletion, Many  difeafjes,  efpecially  fevers,  are  the 
effect  of  a plethora,  or  too  great  fulnefs  of  the  vef- 
fels.  Strong  people,  in  high  health,  have  gene- 
rally a great  quantity  of  blood  and  other  humours^. 
When  thefe  are  fuddenly  increafed,  by  an  over- 
charge of  rich  and  nourifhing  diet;  the  veflels  be- 
come too  much  diftended,  and  ohftrudtions  and 
m * 

inflammations  enfue.  Hen'ce  io  many  people  are 
feized  with  inflammatory  and  eruptive  fevers  apo- 
plexies, &c.  after  a feaft  or  debauch. 

All  great  and  fudden  changes  in  diet  are  dan- 
gerous. What  the  flomach  has  been  long  ac- 
cuftomed  to  digeft,  though  lefs  wholefome,  will 
agree  better  with  it  than  food  of  a more  falutary 
nature  to  which  it  has  not  been  ufed.  When  there- 
fore a change  becomes  neceflfary,  it  ought  always 
to  be  made  gradually ; a fudden  tranfltion  from  a 
poor  and  low,  to  a rich  and  luxurious  diet,  or  the 
contrary,  might  fo  difturb  the  functions  of  the  body 
as  to  endanger  health,  or  even  to  occafion  death 
itfelf. 

When  we  recommend  regularity  in  diet,  we  would 
not  be  underftood  as  condemning  every  fmall  de- 
viation from  it.  It  is  next  to  impoflible  for  people 
at  all  times  to  avoid  forne  degree  of  excefs,  and 
living  too  much  by  rule  might  make  even  the 
fmallefl:  deviation  dangerous.  It  may  therefore  be 
prudent  to  vary  a little,  fometimes  taking  more, 
lometimes  lefs,  than  the  ufual  quantity  of  meat  and 
drink,  provided  always  that  a due  regard  be  had  to 
moderation. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

OF  AIR, 

TTNWHOLESOME  air  is  a very  common  caufe 
^ of  difeafes.  Few  are  aware  of  the  danger 
arifing  from  it.  People  generally  pay  fome  atten- 
tion to  what  they  eat  or  drink,  but  feldom  regard 
what  gdes  into  the  lungs,  though  the  latter  proves 
often  more  fuddenly  fatal  than  the  former. 

Air,  as  well  as  water,  takes  up  parts  of  moft 
bodies  with  which  it  comes  in  contact,  and  is  often 
fo  replenifhed  with  thofe  of  a noxious  quality,  as 
to  occafion  immediate  death.  But*  fuch  violent 
effe&s  feldom  happen,  as  people  are  generally  on 
their  guard  againft  them.  The  lefs  perceptible  in- 
fluences of  bad  air  prove  more  generally  hurtful  to 
mankinds  we  fhall  therefore  endeavour  to  point 
out  fome  of  thefe,  and  to  fhew  whence  the  danger 
chiefly  arifes. 

Air  may  become  noxious  many  ways.  Whatever 
greatly  alters  its  degree  of  heat,  cold,  moifture, 
&c.  renders  it  unwholefome:  for  example,  that 
which  is  too  hot  diflipates  the  watry  parts  of  the 
blood,  exalts  the  bile,  and  renders  the  whole  hu- 
mours aduft  and  thick.  Hence  proceed  bilious  and 
inflammatory  fevers,  cholera  morbus,  &c.  Very 
cold  air  obftru£ls  the  perfpiration,  conftringes  the 
folids,  and  condenfes  the  fluids.  It  occafions  rheu- 
matifms,  coughs,  and  catarrhs,  with  other  difeafes 
of  the  throat  and  bread.  Air  that  is  too  moift  de- 
ftroys  the  elafticity  or  fpring  of  the  folids,  induces 
phlegmatic  or  lax  conftitutions,  and  difpofes  the 
body  to  agues,  or  intermitting  fevers,  dropfies,  &c. 

Wherever  great  numbers  of  people  are  crowded 
into  one  place,  if  the  air  has  not  a free  circulation, 

it 
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it  foon  becomes  unwholefome.  Hence  it  is  that 
delicate  perfons  are  fo  apt  to  turn  Tick  or  faint  in 
crowded  churches,  afifemblies,  or  any  place  where 
the  air  is  injured  by  breathing,  fires,  candles,  or 
, the  like. 

Jn  great  cities  fo  many  things  tend  to  contami- 
nate the  air,  that  it  is  no  wonder  it  proves  fo  fa- 
tal to  the  inhabitants.  The  air  in  cities  is  not  only 
breathed  repeatedly  over,  but  is  likewife  loaded 
with  fulphur,  fmoke,  and  other  exhalations,  be- 
fides  the  vapours  continually  arifing  from  innume- 
rable putrid  fubftances,  as  dunghills,  fiaughter- 
houfes,  &c.  All  pofiible  care  fhould  be  taken  to 
keep  the  ftreets  of  large  towns  open  and  wide,  that 
the  air  may  have  a free  current  through  them. 
They  ought  fikewife  to  be  kept  very  clean.  No- 
thing tends  more  to  pollute  and  contaminate  the 
air  of  a city  than  dirty  ftreets. 

It  is  very  common  in  this  country  to  have 
church-yards  in  the  middle  of  populous  cities. 
Whether  this  be  the  effeft  of  ancient  fuperftition, 
or  owing  to  the  increafe  of  luch  towns,  is  a matter 
of  no  confequence.  Whatever  gave  rife  to  the 
cuftom,  it  is  a bad  one.  It  is  habit  alone  which 
reconciles  us  to  thefe  things;  by  means  of  which 
the  mod  ridiculous,  nay  pernicious  cuftoms,  often 
become  facred.  Certain  it  is,  that  thoufands  of 
putrid  carcafies,  fo  near  the  furface  of  the  earth,  in 
a place  where  the  air  is  confined,  cannot  fail  to 
taint  it;  and  that  fuch  air,  when  breathed  into  the 
lungs,  mud  occafion  difeafes*. 

Burying  within  churches  is  a pratflice  fiill  more 
deteftable.  The  air  in  churches  is  feldom  good, 

* In  mod  eadern  countries  it  was  cuftomary  to  bury  the  dead 
at  fome  didance  from  any  town.  As  th;s  practice  obtained  among 
the  Jews,  the  Greeks,  and  alfo  the  Romans,  it  is  drange  that 
the  wedern  parts  of  Europe  fhould  not  have  followed  their  ex- 
ample in  a cudom  fo  truly  laudable. 
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and  the  effluvia  from  putrid  carcafies  muft  render  it 
flill  worfe.  Churches  are  commonly  old  buildings 
with  arched  roofs.  They  are  feldom  open  above 
once  a week,  are  never  ventilated  by  fires  nor  open 
windows,  and  rarely  kept  clean.  This  occafions 
that  damp,  mufty,  unwholefome  fmell  which  one 
feels  upon  entering  a church,  and  renders  it  a very 
unfafe  place  for  the  weak  and  valetudinary.  Thefe 
inconveniences  might,  in  a great  meafure,  be  ob- 
viated, by  prohibiting  all  perfons  from  burying 
within  churches,  by  keeping  them  clean,  and  permit- 
ting a ftream  of  frefh  air  to  pafs  frequently  through 
them,  by  opening  oppofite  doors  and  windows  *. 

Wherever  air  ftagnates  long,  it  becomes  un- 
wholefome. Hence  the  unhappy  perfons  confined 
in  jails  not  only  contra#  malignant  fevers  them- 
felves,  but  often  communicate . them  to  others. 
Nor  are  many  of  the  holes,  for  we  cannot  call  them 
houfes,  pofTefied  by  the  poor  in  great  towns,  much 
better  than  jails.  Thefe  low  dirty  habitations  are 
the  very  lurking  places  of  bad  air  and  contagious 
difeafes.  Such  as  live  in  them  feldom  enjoy  good 
health  * and  their  children  commonly  die  young. 
In  the  choice  of  a houfe,  thofe  who  have  it  in  their 
power  ought  always  to  pay  the  greateft  attention  to 
open  free  air. 

The  various  methods  which  luxury  has  invented 
to  make  houfes  clofe  and  warm,  contribute  not  a 
little  to  render  them  unwholefome.  No  houfe  can 
be  wholefome  unlefs  the  air  has  a free  paffage 
through  ir.  For  which  reafon  houfes  ought  daily 
to  be  ventilated,  by  opening  oppofite  windows,  and 
admitting  a current  of  frefh  air  into  every  room. 
Beds,  inftead  of  being  made  up  as  foon  as  people 
rife  out  of  them,  ought  to  be  turned  down,  and 
expofed  to  the  frefh  air  from  the  open  windows 

* One  cannot  pafs  through  a large  church  or  cathedral,  even 
io  fummer,  without  feeling  quite  chilly. 
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through  the  day.  This  would  expel  any  noxious 
vapour,  and  could  not  fail  to  promote  the  health 
of  the  inhabitants. 

In  hofpitals,  jails,  fliips,  Sec.  where  that  cannot 
be  conveniently  done,  ventilators  fhould  be  ufed. 
The  method  of  expelling  foul,  and  introducing 
frefh  air,  by  means  of  ventilators,  is  a molt  falu- 
tary  invention,  and  is  indeed  the  mod  ufeful  of 
all  our  modern  medical  improvements.  It  is  ca- 
pable of  univerfal  application,  and  is  fraught  with 
numerous  advantages,  both  to  thofe  in  health  and 
licknefs.  In  all  places,  where  numbers  of  people 
are  crowded  together,  ventilation  becomes  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary. 

Air  which  Magnates  in  mines,  wells,  cellars,  &c. 
is  extremely  noxious.  That  kind  of  air  is  to  be 
avoided  as  the  mod  deadly  poifon.  It  often  kills 
almod  as  quickly  as  lightning.  For  this  reafon, 
people  fhould  be  very  cautious  in  opening  cellars 
that  have  been  long  fhut,  or  going  down  into  deep 
wells  or  pits,  efpecially  if  they  have  been  kept  clofe 
covered  *. 

Many  people  who  have  fplendid  houfes,  chufe 
to  deep  in  fmall  apartments.  This  conduft  is  very 
imprudent.  A bed-chamber  ought  always  to  be 
well  aired;  as  it  is  generally  occupied  in  the  night 
only,  when  all  doors  and  windows  are  fhut.  If  a 
fire  be  kept  in  it,  the  danger  from  a fmall  room 
becomes  dill  greater.  Numbers  have  been  difled 
when  adeep  by  a fire  in  a fmall  apartment,  which 
is  always  hurtful. 

Thofe  who  are  obliged,  on  account  of  bufinefs, 
to  fpend  the  day  in  clofe  towns,  ought,  if  poflible, 
to  deep  in  the  country.  Breathing  free  air  in  the 

* We  have  daily  accounts  of  perfons  who  lofe  their  lives  by 
going  down  into  deep  wells  and  other  places  where  the  air  Mag- 
nates ; all  thefe  accidents  might  be  prevented  by  only  letting 
down  a lighted  candle  before  them,  and  Mopping  when  they  per- 
ceive it  go  out ; yet  this  precaution,  funple  as  it  is,  is  feldom  ufed. 

night 
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night  will,  in  fome  meafure,  make  up  for  the  want 
of  it  through  the  day.  This  practice  would  have 
a greater  efre£t  in  preferving  the  health  of  citizens 
than  is  commonly  imagined. 

Delicate  perfons  ought,  as  much  as  poflible,  to 
avoid  the  air  of  great  towns.  It  is  peculiarly  hurt- 
ful to  the  afthmatic  and  confumptive.  Such  per- 
fons (liould  avoid  cities  as  they  would  the  plague. 
The  hypochondriac  are  likewife  much  hurt  by  it. 
1 have  often  feen  perfons  fo  much  afflidted  with  this 
malady  while  in  town,  that  it  feemed  impoffible 
for  them  to  live,  who,  upon  being  removed  to  the 
country,  were  immediately  relieved.  The  fame 
obfervation  holds  with  regard  to  nervous  and  hy- 
fteric  women.  Many  people,  indeed,  have  it  not 
in  their  power  to  change  their  fituation  in  queft  of 
better  air.  All  we  can  fay  to  fuch  perfons  is,  that 
they  fliould  go  as  often  abroad  into  the  open  air 
as  they  can,  that  they  fhould  admit  frefh  air  fre- 
quently into  their  houfes,  and  take  care  to  keep 
them  very  clean. 

It  was  neceffary  in  former  times,  for  fafety,  to 
furround  cities,  colleges,  and  even  fingle  houfes, 
with  high  walls.  Thefe,  by  obftrudling  the  free 
current  of  air,  never  fail  to  render  fuch  places 
damp  and  unwholefome.  As  fuch  walls  are  now, 
in  mod  parts  of  this  country,  become  ufelefs,  they 
ought  to  be  pulled  down,  and  every  method  taken 
to  admit  a free  paffage  to  the  air.  Proper  atten- 
tion to  Air  and  Cleanliness  would  tend  more  to 
preferve  the  health  of  mankind,  than  all  the  pre- 
feriptions  of  the  faculty. 

Surrounding  houfes  too  clofely  with  planting  or 
thick  woods,  likewife  tends  to  render  the  air  un- 
wholefome. Wood  not  only  obftrudts  the  free  cur- 
rent of  the  air,  but  fends  forth  great  quantities  of 
moift  exhalations,  which  render  it  conftantly  damp. 
Wood  is  very  agreeable  at  a proper  diftance  from  a 
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houfe,  but  fhould  never  be  planted  too  near  it,  efpe- 
daily  in  a flat  country.  Many  of  the  gentlemen's 
feats  in  England  are  rendered  very  unwholelome  from 
the  great  quantity  of  wood  which  furrounds  them. 

Houfes  fituated  in  low  marfliy  countries,  or  near 
large  lakes  of  ftagnating  water,  are  likewife  un- 
wholefome.  Waters  which  ftagnate  not  only  render 
the  air  damp,  but  load  it  with  putrid  exhalations, 
which  produce  the  moft  dangerous  and  fatal  dif- 
eafes.  Thofe  who  are  obliged  to  inhabit  marfhy 
countries,  ought  to  make  choice  of  the  dryeft  fitu- 
ations  they  can  find,  to  live  generoufly,  and  to  pay 
the  ftricteft  regard  to  cleanlinefs. 

If  frefli  air  be  neceflary  for  thofe  in  health,  it  is 
dill  more  fo  for  the  fick,  who  often  lofe  their  lives 
for  want  of  it.  The  notion  that  fick  people  muft  be 
kept  very  hot,  is  fo  common,  that  one  can  hardly 
enter  the  chamber  where  a patient  lies,  without 
being  ready  to  faint,  by  reafon  of  the  hot  fuffocat- 
ing  fmell.  How  this  muft  affed  the  fick,  any  one 
may  judge.  No  medicine  is  fo  beneficial  to  the  fick 
as  frefh  air.  It  is  the  moft  reviving  of  all  cordials, 
if  it  be  adminiftered  with  prudence.  We  are  not, 
however,  to  throw  open  doors  and  windows  at  ran- 
dom upon  the  fick.  Frefh  air  is  to  be  let  into  the 
chamber  gradually,  and,  if  poftible,  by  opening 
the  windows  of  fotne  other  apartment. 

The  air  of  a fick  perfon’s  chamber  maybe  greatly 
frefhened,  and  the  patient  much  revived,  by  fprink- 
ling  the  floor,  bed,  &c.  frequently  with  vinegar, 
juice  of  lemon,  or  any  other  ftrong  vegetable  acid. 

In  places  where  numbers  of  fick  are  crowded  into 
the  fame  houfe,  or,  which  is  often  the  cafe,  into  the 
lame  apartment,  the  frequent  admiflion  of  frefh  air 
becomes  abfolutely  neceflary.  Infirmaries,  hofpi- 
tals,  &c.  are  often  rendered  fo  noxious,  for  want  of 
proper  ventilation,  that  the  fick  run  more  hazard 
from  them  than  from  the  diieafe.  This  is  particu- 
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larly  the  cafe  when  putrid  fevers,  dyfenteries,  and 
other  infectious  difeafes  prevail. 

Phyficians,  furgeons,  and  others  who  attend  ho- 
fpitals,  ought,  for  their  own  fafety,  to  take  care 
that  they  be  properly  ventilated.  Such  perfons  as 
are  obliged  to  fpend  moil  of  their  time  amongft  the 
fick,  run  great  hazard  of  being  themfelves  infeCted 
when  the  air  is  bad.  All  hofpitals,  and  places  of 
reception  for  the  fick,  ought  to  have  an  open  fitu- 
ation,  at  fome  diftance  from  any  great  town,  and 
fuch  patients  as  labour  under  any  infectious  difeafe 
ought  never  to  be  fullered  to  come  near  the  reft  *. 


CHAP.  V. 

OF  EXERCISE. 

A/T  ANY  people  look  upon  the  necefiity  man  is 
under  of  earning  his  bread  by  labour,  as  a 
curfe.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  evident  from  the 
ftruCture  of  the  body,  that  exercife  is  not  lefs  necef- 
fary  than  food  for  the  prefervation  of  health : thofe 
whom  poverty  obliges  to  labour  for  daily  bread,  are 
not  only  the  moft  healthy,  but  generally  the  mod 
happy  part  of  mankind.  Induftry  feldom  fails  to 
place  them  above  want,  and  activity  ferves  them 
inftead  of  phyfic.  This  is  peculiarly  the  cafe  with 
thofe  who  live  by  the  culture  of  the  ground.  The 
great  increafe  of  inhabitants  in  infant  colonies,  and 
the  longevity  of  fuch  as  follow  agriculture  every 
where,  evidently  prove  it  to  be  the  moft  healthful 
as  well  as  the  moft  ufeful  employment. 

• A year  feldom  pafles  that  we  do  not  hear  of  fome  hofpital 
phyfician  or  furgeon  having  loft  his  life  by  an  hofpital  fever 
caught  from  his  patients.  For 'this  they  have  themfelves  alone 
to  blame.  Their  patients  are  either  in  an  improper  fituation, 
©r  they  are  too  carelefs  with  regard  to  their  own  conduft. 
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The  love  of  activity  (hews  itfelf  very  early  In  mail 
So  ftrong  is  this  principle,  that  a healthy  youth 
cannot  be  reftrained  from  exercife,  even  by  the  fear 
of  punifhment.  Our  love  Of  motion  is  furely  a 
ftrong  proof  of  its  utility^  Nature  implants  no 
difpofition  in  vain.  It  feerfts  to  be  a catholic  law 
throughout  the  whole  animal  creation,  that  no 
creature,  without  exercife,  fhould  enjoy  health,  or 
be  able  to  find  fubfiftence.  Every  creature,  except 
man,  takes  as  much  of  it  as  is  necefiary.  He  alone, 
and  fuch  animals  as  are  under  his  direction,  deviate 
fiom  this  original  law,  and  they  fuffer  accordingly. 

Inactivity  never  fails  to  induce  an  univerfal  re- 
laxation of  the  folids,  which  difpofes  the  body  to 
innumerable  difeafes.  When  the  folids  are  relaxed, 
neither  the  digeftion,  nor  any  of  the  fecretions,  can 
be  duly  performed.  In  this  cafe,  the  worft  confe- 
quences  muft  enfue.  How  can  perfons  who  loll 
all  day  in  eafy  chairs,  and  fieep  all  night  on  beds  of 
down,  fail  to  be  relaxed  ? Nor  do  fuch  greatly  mend 
the  matter,  who  never  ftir  abroad  but  in  a coach, 
fedan,  or  fuch  like.  Thefe  elegarit  pieces  of  luxury 
are  become  fo  common,  that  the  inhabitants  of  great 
towns  feem  to  be  in  fome  danger  of  lofing  the  ufe 
of  their  limbs  altogether.  It  is  now  below  any  one 
to  walk,  who  can  afford  to  be  carried.  How  ridi- 
culous would  it  feem,  to  aperfon  unacquainted  with 
modern  luxury,  to  behold  the  young  and  healthy 
fwinging  along  on  the  fhoulders  of  their  fellow-crea- 
tures! or  to  fee  a fat  carcafe,  over-run  with  dif- 
eafes occafioned  by  inactivity,  dragged  through  the 
ftreets  by  half  a dozen  horfes*  ! 

* It  is  not  neceflity,  but  fafhion,  which  makes  the  ufe  of  car- 
riages fo  common.  There  are  many  people  who  have  not  exer- 
cife enough  to  keep  their  humours  wholefome,  who  yet  dare  not 
venture  to  make  a vilit  to  their  next  neighbours,  but  in  a coach 
or  fedan,  left  they  fhould  be  looked  down  upon.  Strange,  that 
men  fhould  be  fuch  fools  as  to  be  laughed  out  of  the  ufe  of  their 
limbs,  or  to  throw  away  their  health,  in  order  to  gratify  a piece 
of  vanity,  or  to  comply  with  a ridiculous  fafhion! 
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Glandular  obftruCtions,  now  fo  common,  ge- 
nerally proceed  from  inactivity,  Thefe  are  the  moft 
obftinate  of  maladies.  So  long  as  the  liver,  kid- 
iiies,  and  other  glands,  duly  perform  their  func- 
tions, health  is  feldom  impaired;  but,  when  they 
fail,  nothing  can  reftore  it.  Exercife  is  almoft  the 
only  cure  we  know  for  glandular  obftruCtions ; in- 
deed, it  does  riot  always  fucceed  as  a remedy*  but 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  it  would  feldom  fail 
to  prevent  thefe  complaints,  were  it  ufed  in  due 
time.  One  thing  is  certain,  that,  amongft  thofe 
who  take  fuflicient  exercife,  glandular  difeafes  are 
very  little  known;  whereas  the  indolent  and  inac- 
tive are  feldom  free  from  thfcrru 

Weak  nerves  are  the  conftant  companions  of  in- 
activity. Nothing  but  exercife  and  open  air  Cafi 
brace  and  ftrengthen  the  nerves,  or  prevent  the  end- 
lefs  train  of  difeafes  which  proceed  from  a relaxed 
ftate  of  thefe  organs.  We  feldom  hear  the  aCtive  or 
laborious  complain  of  nervous  difeafes;  thefe  are 
referved  for  the  fons  of  eafe  and  affiuerice.  Many 
have  been  completely  cured  of  thefe  diforders  by 
being  reduced,  from  a ftate  of  opulence,  to  labour 
for  their  daily  btead.  This  plainly  points  out  the 
fources  from  whence  nervous  difeafes  flow,  and  the 
means  by  which  they  may  be  prevented. 

It  is  abfolutely  impoffible  to  enjoy  health,  where 
the  perfpirarion  is  not  duly  carried  on ; but  that  can 
never  be  the  cafe  where  exercife  is  negleCted.  When 
the  matter  which  ought  to  be  thrown  off  by  perfpi- 
ration  is  retained  in  the  body,  it  vitiates  the  hu- 
mours, and  occafions  the  gout,  fevers,  rheuma- 
tifm,  &c.  Exercife  alone  would  prevent  many  of 
thofe  difeafes  which  cannot  be  cured,  and  would 
remove  others  where  medicine  proves  inefFe&ual. 

A late  author*,  in  his  excellent  treatife  on  health, 
fays,  that  the  weak  and  valetudinary  ought  to  make 
* Cheyne. 
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exercife  a part  of  their  religion.  We  would  re- 
commend this,  not  only  to  the  weak  and  valetu- 
dinary, but  to  all  whofe  bufinefs  does  not  oblige 
t^em  to  take  fufficient  exercife,  as  fedentary  arti- 
ficers*, {hop-keepers,  ftudious  perfons,  &c.  Such 
ought  to  ufe  exercife  as  regularly  as  they  take 
food.  This  might  generally  be  done  without  any 
interruption  to  bufinefs  or  real  lofs  of  time. 

No  piece  of  indolence  hurts  the  health  more  than 
the  modern  cuftom  of  lying  a-bed  too  long  in  a 
morning.  This  is  the  general  pradtice  in  greattowns. 
The  inhabitants  of  cities  feldom  rife  before  eight  or 
nine  o’clock;  but  the  morning  is  undoubtedly  the 
beft  time  for  exercife,  while  the  ftomach  is  empty, 
and  the  body  refrefhed  with  fleep.  Befides,  the 
morning  air  braces  and  (Lengthens  the  nerves,  and, 
in  fome  meafure,  anfwers  the  purpofe  of  a cold 
bath.  Let  any  one  who  has  been  accuftomed  to 
lie  a-bed  till  eight  or  nine  o’clock,  rife  by  fix  or 
feven,  fpend  a couple  of  hours  in  walking,  riding, 
or  any  adlive  diverfion  without  doors,  and  he  will 
find  his  fpirits  cheerful  and  ferene  through  the  day, 
his  appetite  keen,  and  his  body  braced  and  {Length- 
ened. Cuftom  foon  renders  early  rifing  agreeable, 

• Sedentary  occupations  ought  chiefly  to  be  followed  by  wo- 
men. They  bear  confinement  much  better  than  men,  and  are 
litter  for  every  kind  of  bufinefs  which  does  not  require  much 
ilrength.  It  is  ridiculous  enough  to  fee  a lufiy  fellow  making 
pins,  needles,  or  waterwheels,  while  many  of  the  laborious  parts 
cf  hulbandry  are  carried  on  by  the  other  fex.  The  fatt  is,  we 
want  men  for  laborious  employments,  while  one  half  of  the 
other  fex  are  rendered  ufelefs  for  want  of  occupations  fuited  to 
their  ftrength,  &c.  Were  girls  bred  to  mechanical  employ- 
ments, we  fhould  not  fee  fuch  numbers  of  them  proftitute  them- 
felves  for  bread,  nor  find  fuch  a want  of  men  for  the  important 
purpofes  of  navigation,  agriculture,  &c.  An  eminent  filk  ma- 
nufacturer told  me,  that  he  found  women  anfwer  better  for  that 
bufinefs,  than  men ; and  that  he  had  lately  taken  a great  many 
girls  apprentices  as  filk-weavers.  I hope  his  example  will  be 
followed  by  many  others. 
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and  nothing  contributes  more  to  the  prefervation 
of  health. 

The  ina&ive  are  continually  complaining  of  pains 
of  the  domach,  flatulencies,  indigedions,  &c.  Thefe 
complaints,  which  pave  the  way  to  many  others,  are 
not  to  be  removed  by  medicines.  They  can  only 
be  cured  by  a vigorous  courfe  of  exercife,  to  which 
indeed  they  feldom  fail  to  yield. 

Exercife,  if  poffible,  ought  always  to  be  taken 
in  the  open  air.  When  that  cannot  be  done,  vari- 
ous methods  may  be  contrived  for  exercifing  the 
body  within  doors,  as  the  dumb  bell,  dancing, 
fencing,  &c.  It  is  not  neceflary  to  adhere  ftri&ly 
to  any  particular  kind  of  exercife.  The  bed  way 
is  to  take  them  by  turns,  and  to  ufe  that  longed 
which  is  mod  fuitable  to  the  flrength  and  condi- 
tution.  Thofe  kinds  of  exercife  which  give  atdion 
to  mod  of  the  bodily  organs,  are  always  to  be  pre- 
ferred, as  walking,  running,  riding,  digging,  fwim- 
ming,  and  fuch  like. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  active  and  manly 
diverfions  are  now  fo  little  pra&ifed.  Diverfions 
make  people  take  more  exercife  than  they  other- 
wife  would  do,  and  are  of  the  greated  fervice  to 
fuch  as  are  not  under  the  neceflity  of  labouring 
for  their  bread.  As  active  diverfions  lofe  ground, 
thofe  of  a fedentary  kind  feem  to  prevail.  Seden- 
tary diverfions  are  of  no  other  ufe  but  to  confume 
time.  Indead  of  relieving  the  mind,  they  often 
require  more  thought  than  either  dudy  or  bufinefs. 
Every  thing  that  induces  people  to  fit  dill,  unlefs 
it  be  fome  neceflary  employment,  ought  to  be 
avoided. 

The  diverfions  which  afford  the  bed  exercife 
are,  hunting,  (hooting,  playing  at  cricket,  hand- 
ball, golfF*,  &c.  Thefe  exercife  the  limbs,  pro- 
mote 

* GolfF  is  a diverfion  very  common  in  North  Britain.  It  is 
\vell  calculated  for  exercifing  the  body,  and  may  always  be  taken 
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mote  perforation,  and  the  other  fecretions.  They 
likewife  drengthen  the  lungs,  and  give  firmnef$ 
and  agility  to  the  whole  body. 

Such  as  can,  ought  to  fpend  two  or  three  hours 
a-day  on  horfeback ; thofe  who  cannot  ride,  fhould 
employ  the  fame  time  in  walking,  Exercife  fhould 
never  be  continued  too  long,  Over-fatigue  pre- 
vents the  benefit  of  exercife,  and  indead  of  ftre’ngth- 
ening  the  body  tends  to  weaken  it. 

Every  man  fhould  lay  himfelf  under  fome  fort  of 
necefiuy  to  take  exercife.  Indolence,  like  other 
vices  when  indulged,  gains  ground,  and  at  length 
becomes  agreeable.  Hence  many  who  were  fond 
of  exercife  in  the  early  part  of  life,  become  quite 
averfe  from  it  afterwards.  This  is  the  cafe  of  mod 
hypochondriac  and  gouty  people,  which  renders  their 
difeales  in  a great  meafure  incurable. 

In  fome  countries  laws  have  been  made^  obliging 
every  man,  of  whatever  rank,  to  learn  fome  me- 
chanical employment.  Whether  fuch  laws  werq 
defigned  for  the  prefervation  of  health,  or  the  en- 
couragement of  manufadlure,  is  a queftion  of  no 
importance.  Certain  it  is,  that  if  gentlemen  were 
frequently  to  amufe  and  exercife  themfelves  in  this 
way,  it  might  have  many  good  effe&s.  They  would 
at  lead  derive  as  much  honour  from  a few  maderly 
fpecimens  of  their  own  workmanfhip,  as  from  the 
character  of  having  ruined  mpd  of  their  companions 
by  gaming  or  drinking.  Befides,  men  qf  leifure,  by 
applying  themfelves  to  the  mechanical  arts,  might 
improve  them,  to  the  great  benefit  of  fociety. 

Indolence  not  only  occafions  difeafes,  and  ren- 
ders men  ufelefs  to  fociety,  but  promotes  all  man- 
ner of  vice.  To  fay  a man  is  idle,  is  little  better 
than  to  call  him  vicious.  The  mind,  if  not  en^ 

in  fuch  moderation,  as  neither  to  over-heat  nor  fatigue.  It  has 
gieatly  the  preference  over  cricket,  tennis,  or  any  of  thofe  games 
which  pannot  be  played  without  violence. 
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gaged  in  fome  ufeful  purfuit,  is  conftantly  in  queft 
of  ideal  pleafures,  or  imprefled  with  the  apprehen- 
fjon  of  fpme  imaginary  evil.  From  thefe  fources 
proceed  moft  of  the  mjferies  of  mankind.  Certainly 
man  was  never  intended  to  be  idle.  Inactivity  frus- 
trates the  very  defign  of  his  creation;  whereas  an 
aCtive  life  is  the  beft  guardian  of  virtue,  and  the 
greateft  prefervatiye  of  health. 


CHAP.  VI. 

OF  SLEEP  AND  CLOTHING. 

CLEEP,  as  well  as  diet,  ought  to  be  duly  re- 
^ gulated.  Too  little  deep  weakens  the  ^nerves, 
exhaufts  thefpirits,  and  occafions  difeafes;  anTtop 
much  renders  the  mind  dull,  the  body  grofs,  and 
' difpofes  to  apoplexies,  lethargies,  and  other  com- 
plaints of  a fimilar  nature.  A medium  ought  there- 
fore to  be  obferved ; but  this  is  not  eafy  to  fix. 
Children  require  more  deep  than  grown  perfons, 
the  laborious  than  the  idle,  and  fuch  as  eat  ami 
drink  freely,  than  thofe  who  live  abftemknifly. 
Befides,  the  real  quantity  of  deep  cannot  be  mea- 
sured by  time;  as  ofHTperjbn  will  be  more  refrefhed 
by  five  or  fix  hpurs  deep,  than  another  by  eight 
or  ten. 

Children  may  always  be  allowed  to  take  as  much 
deep  as  they  pleafe ; but,  for  adults,  fix  or  feven 
hours  is  certainly -fa^cient,  and  no  one  ought  to 
exceed  eight.  Thofe  wf®  lie  a- bed  more  than  eight 
hours  may  dumber,  but  they  can  hardly  be  faid  to 
deep;  fuch  generally  tofs  and  dream  away  the 
fore-part  of  the  night,  fink  to  red:  towards  morn- 
ing, and  dofe  till  noon.  The  beft  way  to  make 
deep  found  and  refreshing  is  to  rife  betimes.  The 
cuftom  of  lying  a-bed  for  nine  or  -ten  hours,  not 
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only  makes  the  fleep  lefs  refreshing,  but  relaxes  the 
folids,  and  greatly  weakens  the  conftitution. 

Nature  points  out  night  as  the  proper  feafon  for 
fleep.  Nothing  more  certainly  deftroys  the  con- 
ftitution than  night-watching.  It  is  great  pity  that 
a practice  fo  deftru&ive  to  health  Should  be  fo 
much  in  fafhion.  How  quickly  the  want  of  reft 
in  due  feafon  will  blaft  the  moft  blooming  com- 
plexion, or  ruin  the  beft  conftitution,  is  evident 
from  the  ghaftly  countenances  of  thofe  who,  as 
the  phrafe  is,  turn  day  into  night,  and  night  into 
day. 

To  make  deep  refrefhing,  the  following  things  are 
requifite : Firft,  to  take  fufficient  exercife  in  the 
open  air;  to  avoid  ftrong  tea  or  coffee ; next,  to  eat 
a light  fupper ; and  laftly,  to  lie  down  with  a mind 
as  cheerful  and  ferene  as  poffible. 

It  is  certain  that  too  much  exercife  will  prevent 
deep,  as  well  as  too  little.  We  feldom  however 
hear  the  a6tive  and  laborious  complain  of  reftlefs 
nights.  It  is  the  indolent  and  flothful  who  gene- 
rally have  thefe  complaints.  Is  it  any  wonder  that 
a bed  of  down  diould  not  be  refrefhing  to  a perfon 
who  fits  all  day  in  an  eafy  chair  ? A great  part  of  the 
pleafure  of  life  confifts  in  alternate  reft  and  motion  ; 
but  they  who  negledt  the  latter  can  never  relifh 
the  former.  The  labourer  enjoys  more  true  luxury 
in  plain  food  and  found  deep,  than  is  to  be  found 
in  fumptuous  tables  and  downy  pillows,  where  ex- 
ercife is  wanting. 

That  light  fuppers  caufe  found  deep,  is  true  even 
to  a proverb.  Many  perfons,  if  they  exceed  the 
leaft  at  that  meal,  are  fure  to  have  uneafy  nights ; 
and,  if  they  fall  afleep,  the  load  and  oppreffion 
on  their  ftomach  and  fpirits  occafion  frightful 
dreams,  broken  and  difturbed  repofe,  the  night- 
mare, &c.  Were  the  fame  pejfons  to  go  to  bed 
with  a light  fupper,  or  fit  up  till  that  meal  was 

pretty 
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pretty  well  digefted,  they  would  enjoy  found  fleep* 
and  rife  refreffied  and  cheerful.  There  are  indeed 
fome  people  who  cannot  deep  unlefs  they  have  eat 
fome  folid  food  at  night,  but  this  does  not  imply 
the  neceffity  of  a heavy  fupper ; Befides,  thefe  are 
generally  perfons  who  have  accuftomed  themfelves 
to  this  method,  and  who  do  not  take  a fufficient 
quantity  of  folid  food  and  exercife. 

Nothing  more  certainly  difturbs  our  repofe  than 
anxiety.  When  the  mind  is  not  at  eafe,  one  feldom 
enjoys  found  deep.  The  greateft  of  human  bleflf- 
ings  flies  the  wretched,  and  vifits  rhe  happy,  the 
cheerful,  and  the  gay.  This  is  a fufficient  reafon 
why  every  man  fhould  endeavour  to  be  as  eafy  in  his 
mind  as  poffible  when  he  goes  to  reft.  Many,  by 
indulging  grief  and  anxious  thought,  have  baniffied 
found  deep  fo  long,  that  they  could  never  afterwards 
enjoy  it. 

Sleep,  when  taken  in  the  fore-part  of  the  night, 
is  generally  reckoned  moft  refrediing.  Whether 
this  be  the  eflfedt  of  habit  or  not,  is  hard  to  fay ; but 
as  moft  people  are  accuftomed  to  go  early  to  bed 
when  young,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  deep,  at  this 
feafon,  will  prove  moft  refrediing  to  them  ever  after. 
Whether  the  fore-part  of  the  night  be  beft  for  deep 
or  not,  furely  the  fore-part  of  the  day  is  fitted:  both 
for  buftnefs  and  amufement.  I hardly  ever  knew 
an  early  rifer  who  did  not  enioy  a good  date  of 
health  *. 

Of  Clothing. 

The  clothing  ought  to  be  fuited  to  the  climate. 
Cuftom  has  no  doubt  a very  great  influence  in  this 

* Men  of  every  occupation,  and  in  every  iituation  of  life, 
have  lived  to  a good  old  age ; nay  fome  have  enjoyed  this  bleff- 
ing  whofe  plan  of  living  was  by  no  means  regular:  but  it  ccn- 
fifts  with  obfervation,  that  all  very  old  men  have  been,  early 
rifers.  This  is  the  only  circumftance  attending  longevity,  to 
which  I never  knew  an  exception. 
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article ; but  no  cuftom  can  ever  change  the  nature 
of  things  fo  far,  as  to  render  the  fame  clothing  fit  for 
an  inhabitant  of  Nova  Zembla  and  the  ifland  of  Ja- 
maica. It  is  not  indeed  necefiary  to  obferve  an  exadt 
proportion  between  the  quantity  of  clothes  we  wear, 
and  the  degree  of  latitude  which  we  inhabit}  but, 
at  the  fame  time,  proper  attention  ought  to  be  paid 
to  it,  as  well  as  to  the  opennefs  of  the  country,  the 
frequency  and  violence  of  (forms,  &c. 

In  youth,  while  the  blood  is  hot  and  the  perfo- 
ration free,  it  is  lefs  necefiary  to  cover  the  body  with 
a great  quantity  of  clothes ; but,  in  the  decline  of 
life,  when  the  fkin  becomes  rigid  and  the  humours 
more  cool,  the  clothing  fhould  be  increafed.  Many 
difeafes  in  the  latter  period  of  life  proceed  from  a 
defect  of  perfpiration  : thefe  may,  in  fome  meafure, 
be  prevented  by  a fuitable  addition  to  the  clothing, 
or  by  wearing  fuch  as  are  better  calculated  for  pro- 
moting the  difeharge  from  the  fkin,  as  clothes  made 
of  cotton,  flannel,  &c. 

The  clothing  ought  likewife  to  be  fuited  to  the 
feafon  of  the  year.  Clothing  may  be  warm  enough 
for  fummer,  which  is  by  no  means  fufficient  for 
winter.  The  greateft  caution,  however,  is  necefiary 
in  making  thefe  changes.  We  ought  neither  to 
put  off  our  winter  clothes  toofoon,  nor  to  wear  our 
fummer  ones  too  long.  In  this  country,  the  winter 
often  fetsin  very  early  with  great  rigour,  and  we  have 
frequently  cold  weather  even  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  fummer  months.  It  would  likewife 
be  prudent  not  to  make  the  change  all  at  once,  but 
to  do  it  gradually  ; and  indeed  the  changes  of  ap- 
parel in  this  climate  ought  to  be  very  inconfiderable, 
efpecialiy  among  thofe  who  have  pafled  the  meridian 
of  life*. 

Clothes 

* That  colds  kill  more  than  plavueiy  is  an  old  obfervation  ; and, 
with  regard  to  this  country,  it  holds  ftrictly  true.  Every  perfon 
of  difeerninent,  however,  will  perceive,  that  moft  of  the  colds 

which 
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Clothes  often  become  hurtful  by  their  being 
made  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  of  pride  or  va- 
nity. Mankind  in  all  ages  Teem  to  have  confidered 
clothes  in  this  view;  accordingly  their  fafhion  and 
figure  have  been  continually  varying,  with  very 
little  regard  either  to  health,  the  climate,  or  con- 
veniency : a farthingale,  for  example,  may  be  very 
neceflary  in  hot  fouthern  climates,  but  furely  no- 
thing can  be  more  ridiculous  in  the  cold  regions  of 
the  north. 

Even  the  human  fhape  is  often  attempted  to  be 
rnended  by  drefs,  and  thofe  who  know  no  better 
believe  that  mankind  would  be  monftrous  without 
its  afliftance,  All  attempts  of  this  nature  are 
highly  pernicious.  The  moft  deftrudtive  of  them 
in  this  country  is  that  of  fqueezing  the  ftomach 
and  bowels  into  as  narrow  a compafs  as  poffible,  to 
procure,  what  is  falfely  called,  a fine  fhape*.  By 
this  practice  the  adtion  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels, 
the  motion  of  the  heart  and  lungs,  and  almoft  all 
the  vital  fundtions,  are  obftrudled.  Hence  pro- 
ceed indigeftions,  fyncopes,  or  fainting  fits,  coughs, 
confumptions  of  the  lungs,  and  other  complaints 
fo  common  among  females. 

The  feet  likewife  often  fuffer  by  prefTure.  How 
a fmall  foot  came  to  be  reckoned  genteel,  I will 
not  pretend  to  fay;  but  certain  it  is,  that  this  no- 
tion has  made  many  perfons  lame.  Almoft  nine- 
tenths  of  mankind  are  troubled  with  corns:  a dif- 

which  prove  fo  deftru&ive  to  the  inhabitants  of  Britain  are  owing 
to  their  imprudence  in  changing  clothes.  A few  warm  days  in. 
March  or  April  induce  them  to  throw  off  their  winter  garments, 
without  confidering  that  our  moil  penetrating  colds  generally 
happen  in  the  fpring. 

* This  madnefs  feems  to  have  pervaded  the  minds  of  mother® 
in  every  age  and  country.  Terence,  in  his  Comedy  of  the 
Eunuch,  ridicules  the  Roman  matrons  for  attempting  to  mend 
the  lhape  of  their  daughters. 
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eafe  that  is  feldom  or  never  occafioned  but  by  draft 
dices.  Corns  are  not  only  very  troublefome,  but 
hv  rendering  people  unable  to  walk,  they  may 
likewise  be  confidered  as  the  remote  caufe  of  other. 

difeafes  *. 

' The  fize  and  figure  of  the  fhoe  ought  certainly 
to  be  adapted  to  the  foot.  In  children  the  feet  are 
as  well  diaped  as  the  hands,  and  the  motion  of  the 
toes  as  free  and  eafy  as  that  of  the  fingers  j yet 
few  perfons  in  the  advanced  periods  of  life  are  able 
to  make  any  ufe  of  their  toes.  They  are  generally, 
by  narrow  fhoes,  fqueezed  all  of  a heap,  and  often 
laid  over  one  another  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  be  ren- 
dered altogether  incapable  of  motion.  Nor  is  the 
high  heel  lefs  hurtful  than  the  narrow  toe.  A lady 
may  feem  taller  for  walking  on  her  tiptoes,  but  fhe 
will  never  walk  well  in  this  manner.  It  drains  her 
joints,  didorts  her  limbs,  makes  her  doop,  and  ut- 
terly dedroys  all  her  eafe  and  gracefuinefs  of  motion  t 
it  is  entirely  owing  to  fhoes  with  high  heels  and 
narrow  toes,  that  not  one  female  in  ten  can  be  faid 
to  walk  well. 

In  fixing  on  the  clothes,  due  care  fhould  be  taken 
to  avoid  all  tight  bandages.  Garters,  buckles,  &c. x 
when  drawn  too  tight,  not  only  prevent  the  free 
motion  and  ufe  of  the  parts  about  which  they  are 
bound,  but  likewife  obdrudt  the  circulation  of  the 
blood,  which  prevents  the  equal  nourifhment  and 
growth  of  thefe  parts,  and  occafions  various  dif- 
eafes. Tight  bandages  about  the  neck,  as  docks, 
cravats,  necklaces,  are  extremely  dangerous. 
They  obdrudl  the  blood  in  its  courfe  from  the 
brain,  by  which  means  headachs,  vertigoes,  apo- 

* We  often  fee  perfons,  who  are  rendered  quite  lame  by  the 
nails  of  their  toes  having  grown  into  the  flelh,  and  frequently 
bear  of  mortifications  proceeding  from  this  caufe.  All  thefe, 
and  many  other  inconveniences  attending  the  feet,  mull  be  im- 
puted folely  to  the  ufe  of  fliort  and  ilrait  Ihoes. 
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plexies,  and  other  fatal  difeafes  are  often  occa- 
fioned. 

The  perfcdlion  of  drefs  is  to  be  eafy  and  clean. 
Nothing  can  be  more  ridiculous,  than  for  any  one 
to  make  himfelf  a Have  to  fine  clothes.  Such  a one, 
and  many  fuch  there  are,  would  rather  remain  as 
fixt  as  a ftatue  from  morning  till  night,  than  dif- 
compofe  a fingle  hair  or  alter  the  pofition  of  a pin. 
Were  we  to  recommend  any  particular  pattern  for 
drefs,  it  would  be  that  which  is  worn  by  the  people 
called  Quakers.  They  are  always  neat,  clean,  and 
often  elegant,  without  any  thing  fuperfluous.  What 
others  lay  out  upon  tawdry  laces,  ruffles,  and  ribands, 
they  bellow  upon  fuperior  cleanlinefs.  Finery  is  only 
the  affe&ation  of  drefs,  and  very  often  covers  a great 
deal  of  dirt. 

We  (hall  only  add,  with  regard  to  clothing,  that 
it  ought  not  only  to  be  fuited  to  the  climate,  the 
feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  period  of  life;  but  like- 
wife  to  the  temperature  and  conftitution*  Robuft 
perfons  are  able  to  endure  either  cold  or  heat  better 
than  the  delicate ; confequently  may  be  lefs  atten- 
tive to  their  clothing.  But  the  precife  quantity  of 
clothes  necefiary  for  any  perfon  cannot  be  deter- 
mined by  reafoning.  It  is  entirely  a matter  of  ex- 
perience, and  every  man  is  the  beft  judge  for  him- 
felf what  quantity  of  clothes  is  necefifary  to  keep 
him  warm  *. 

* The  celebrated  Boerhaave  ufed  to  fay,  that  no  body  fufrered 
by  cold  fave  fools  and  beggars ; the  latter  not  being  able  to  pro- 
cure clothes,  and  the  former  net  having  fenfe  to  wear  them.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  I can  with  the  ftri&eft  truth  declare,  that  in  many 
cafes  where  the  powers  of  medicine  had  been  tried  in  vain,  I have 
cured  the  patient  by  recommending  thick  flioes,  a flannel  waifl- 
coat  and  drawers,  a pair  of  under  ftockings,  or  a flannel  petticoat, 
to  be  worn  during  the  cold  feafon  at  leaft. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

OF  INTEMPERANCE. 

A MODERN  author*  obferves,  that  tents 
perance  and  exercife  are  the  two  beft  phy-* 
ficians  in  the  world.  He  might  have  added,  that 
if  thefe  were  duly  regarded,  there  would  be  little 
occafion  for  any  other.  Temperance  may  juftly 
be  called  the  parent  of  health ; yet  numbers  of 
mankind  a6l  as  if  they  thought  difeafes  and  death 
too  flow  in  their  progrefs,  and  by  intemperance 
and  debauch  feem  as  it  were  to  folicit  their  ap- 
proach. 

The  danger  of  intemperance  appears  from  the 
very  conftruflion  of  the  human  body.  Health 
depends  on  that  ftate  of  the  folids  and  fluids 
which  fits  them  for  the  due  performance  of  the 
vital  fun&ions;  and,  while  thefe  go  regularly  on* 
we  are  found  and  well ; but  whatever  difturbs 
them  neceflarily  impairs  health.  Intemperance 
never  fails  to  difbrder  the  whole  animal  ceconomy ; 
it  hurts  the  digeftion,  relaxes  the  nerves,  renders 
the  different  fecretions  irregular,  vitiates  the  hu- 
mours, and  occaflons  numberlefs  difeafes. 

The  analogy  between  the  nourifhment  of  plants 
and  animals  affords  a finking  proof  of  the  danger  of 
intemperance.  Moiflure  and  manure  greatly  pro- 
mote vegetation  ; yet  an  over-quantity  of  either  will 
entirely  deftroy  it.  The  beft  things  become  hurt- 
ful, nay  deftruftive,  when  carried  to  excefs.  Hence 
we  learn,  that  the  higheft  degree  of  human  wifdom 
confifts  in  regulating  our  appetites  and  paflions  fo  as 
to  avoid  all  extremes.  It  is  that  chiefly  which  en- 
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titles  us  to  the  charader  of  rational  beings.  The 
flaveof  appetite  will  ever  be  the  difgrace  of  human 
nature. 

The  Author  of  Nature  hath  endued  us  with  vari- 
bus  paffions,  for  the  propogation  of  the  fpecies,  the 
prefervation  of  the  individual,  &c.  Intemperance  is 
the  abufeof  thefe  paflions;  and  moderation  confids 
in  the  proper  regulation  of  them.  Men,  not  con- 
tented with  fatisfying  the  Ample  calls  of  Nature, 
create  artificial  wants,  and  are  perpetually  in  fearch 
of  fomething  that  may  gratify  them  ; but  imaginary 
wants  can  never  be  gratified.  Nature  is  content 
with  little ; but  luxury  knows  no  bounds.  Hence 
the  epicure,  the  drunkard,  and  the  debauchee,  fel- 
dom  (top  in  their  career,  till  their  money  or  their  con- 
ditution  fails*.7  then  indeed  they  generally  fee  their 
error  when  too  late. 

It  is  impoflibie  to  lay  down  fixt  rules  with  regard 
to  diet,  on  account  of  the  different  conditutions 
of  mankind.  The  mod  ignorant  perfon,  however, 
certainly  knows  what  is  meant  by  excefs;  and 
it  is  in  the  power  of  every  man,  if  he  chufes,  to 
avoid  it. 

The  great  rule  of  diet  is  to  fludy  fimplicity.  Na- 
ture delights  in  the  mod  plain  and  Ample  food,  and 
every  animal,  except  man,  follows  her  didates.  Man 
alone  riots  at  large,  and  ranfacks  the  whole  creation 
in  qued  of  luxuries,  to  his  own  dedrudion.  An  ele- 
gant writer*  of  the  lad  age  fpeaks  thus  of  intem- 
perance in  diet : tc  For  my  part,  when  I behold  a 
<c  fafhionable  table  fet  out  in  all  its  magnificence, 
“ I fancy  that  I fee  gouts  and  dropfies,  fevers  and 
cc  lethargies,  with  other  innumerable  didempers, 
u lying  in  ambufcade  among  the  difhes.” 

Nor  is  intemperance  in  other  things  lefs  dedruc- 
tive  than  in  diet.  How  quickly  does  the  immode- 
rate purfuic  of  carnal  pleafures,  or  the  abufe  of  in- 

Addifon. 
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toxicating  liquors,  ruin  the  beft  conftitution ! Indeed 
thefe  vices  generally  go  hand  in  hand.  Hence  it  is 
that  we  fo  often  behold  the  votaries  of  Bacchus  an4 
Venus,  even  before  they  have  arrived  at  the  prime 
of  life,  worn  out  with  difeafes,  and  hading  with  fwift 
pace  to  an  untimely  grave.  Did  men  refled  on  the 
painful  difeafes  and  premature  deaths,  which  are 
daily  occafioned  by  intemperance,  it  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  make  them  fhrink  back  with  horror  from 
the  indulgence  even  of  their  darling  pleafures. 

Intemperance  does  not  hurt  its  votaries  alone ; 
the  innocent  too  often  feel  the  direful  effeds  of  it. 
How  many  wretched  orphans  are  to  be  feen  embra- 
cing dunghills,  whofe  parents,  regardlefs  of  the  fu- 
ture, fpent  in  riot  and  debauch  what  might  have 
ferved  to  bring  up  their  offspring  in  a decent  man- 
ner ? How  often  do  we  behold  the  miferable  mother* 
with  her  helplefs  infants,  pining  in  want,  while  the 
cruel  father  is  indulging  his  infatiate  appetites? 

Families  are  not  only  reduced  to  mifery,  but  even 
extirpated,  by  intemperance.  Nothing  tends  fo 
much  to  prevent  propagation,  and  to  fhorten  the 
lives  of  children,  as  the  intemperance  of  parents. 
The  poor  man  who  labours  all  day,  and  at  night 
lies  down  contented  with  his  humble  fare,  can  boaft 
a numerous  offspring,  while  his  pampered  lord, 
funk  in  eafe  and  luxury,  often  languishes  without 
an  heir  to  his  ample  fortunes.  Even  dates  and  em- 
pires feel  the  influence  of  intemperance,  and  rife 
or  fall  as  it  prevails. 

Inftead  of  mentioning  the  different  kinds  of  in- 
temperance, and  pointing  out  their  influence  upon 
health,  we  fhall  only,  by  way  of  example,  make  a 
few  obfervations  on  one  particular  fpecies  of  that 
vice,  viz.  the  abufe  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

Every  a of  intoxication  puts  Nature  to  the  ex- 
pence of  a fever,  in  order  to  difeharge  the  poifonous 
draught.  When  this  is  repeated  almoft  every  day,  it 
12  is 
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is  eafy  to  forefee  the  confequences.  That  conftitu- 
tion  muft  be  ftrong  indeed,  which  is  able  long  to 
hold  out  under  a daily  fever!  but  fevers  occafioned 
by  drinking  do  not  always  go  off  in  a day ; they  fre- 
quently end  in  an  inflammation  of  the  bread,  liver, 
or  brain,  and  produce  fatal  effedts. 

Though  the  drunkard  fhould  not  fall  by  an  acute 
difeafe,  he  feldom  efcapes  thofe  of  a chronic  kind. 
Intoxicating  liquors,  when  ufed  to  excefs,  weaken 
the  bowels  and  fpoil  the  digeftion  ; they  deftroy  the 
power  of  the  nerves,  and  occafion  paralytic  and  con- 
vulfive  diforders;  they  likewife  heat  and  inflame  the 
blood,  deftroy  its  balfamic  quality,  render  it  unfit 
for  circulation,  and  the  nourifhment  of  the  body. 
Hence  obftrudlions,  atrophies,  dropfies,  and  con- 
fumptions  of  the  lungs.  Thefe  are  the  common  ways 
in  which  drunkards  make  their  exit.  Difeafes  of 
this  kind,  when  brought  on  by  hard  drinking,  feldom 
admit  of  a cure. 

Many  people  injure  their  health  by  drinking,  who 
feldom  get  drunk.  The  continual  habit  of  foaking, 
as  it  is  called,  though  its  effedts  be  not  fo  violent,  is 
not  lefs  pernicious.  When  the  veflfels  are  kept con- 
ftantly  full  and  upon  the  ftretch,  the  different  digef- 
tions  can  neither  be  duly  performed,  nor  the  hu- 
mours properly  prepared.  Hence  moft  people  of 
this  charadter  are  afflidted  with  the  gout,  the  gravel, 
ulcerous  fores  in  the  legs,  &c.  If  thefe  diforders  do 
not  appear,  they  are  feized  with  low  fpirits,  hypo- 
chondriacal affedtions,  and  other  fymptoms  of  in- 
digeftion. 

Confumptions  are  now  fo  common,  that  it  is 
thought  one-tenth  of  the  inhabitantsTof  great  towns 
die  of  that  difeafe.  Hard  drinking  is  no  doubt  one 
of  the  caufes  to  which  we  muft  impute  the  increafe 
of  confumptions.  The  great  quantities  of  vifcid 
malt  liquor  drank  by  the  common  people  of  Eng- 
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land,  cannot  fail  to  render  the  blood  fizy  and  unfit 
for  circulation  ; from  whence  proceed  obftru&ions, 
and  inflammations  of  the  lungs.  There  are  few  great 
ale-drinkers  who  are  not  phthiflcal : nor  is  that  to  be 
wondered  at,  confidering  the  glutinous  and  almofl: 
indigeftible  nature  of  ftrong  ale. 

Thofe  who  drink  ardent  fpirits  or  flrong  wines  run 
flill  greater  hazard  ; thefe  liquors  heat  and  inflame 
the  blood,  and  tear  the  tender  vefifels  of  the  lungs  to 
pieces;  yet  fo  great  is  the  confumption  of  them  in 
this  country,  that  one  would  almofl:  be  induced  to 
think  that  the  inhabitants  lived  upon  them*. 

The  habit  of  drinking  proceeds  frequently  from 
misfortunes  in  life.  The  miferable  fly  to  it  for  re- 
lief. It  affords  them  indeed  a temporary  eafe.  But, 
alas ! this  folace  is  fhort  lived  ; and  when  it  is  over, 
the  fpirits  fink  as  much  below  their  ufual  tone  as 
they  had  before  been  raifed  above  it.  Hence  a re- 
petition of  the  dofe  becomes  necelfary,  and  every 
frefh  dofe  makes  way  for  another,  till  the  unhappy 
wretch  becomes  a flave  to  the  bottle,  and  at  length 
falls  a facrifice  to  what  at  fir  ft  perhaps  was  taken 
only  as  a medicine.  No  man  is  fo  deje£Ied  as  the 
drunkard  when  his  debauch  is  gone  off.  Hence  it 
is,  that  thofe  who  have  the  greatefl  flow  of  fpirits 
while  the  glafs  circulates  freely,  are  of  all  others  the 
molt  melancholy  when  fober,  and  often  put  an  end 
to  their  own  miferable  exiftence  in  a fit  of  fpleen  or 
ill  humour. 

* We  may  form  fome  notion  of  the  immenfe  quantity  of  ardent 
fpirits  confumed  in  Great  Britain  from  this  circumftance,  that  in 
the  city  of  Edinburgh  and  its  environ5,  befides  the  great  quan- 
tity of  foreign  fpirits  duly  entered,  and  the  ftill  greater  quantity 
which  is  fuppofed  to  be  frnuggled,  it  is  computed  that  above  two 
thoufand  private  ftills  are  conftantly  employed  in  preparing  a 
poifonous  liquor  called  Molaffes.  The  common  people  have  got 
fo  univerfally  into  the  habit  of  drinking  this  bafe  fpirit,  that  when 
a porter  or  labourer  is  feen  reeling  along  the  Erects,  they  fay,  he 
has  got  molajfed. 
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Drunken  nefs  not  only  proves  deftructive  to  health, 
but  likewife  to  the  faculties  of  the  mind.  It  is 
ftrange  that  creatures  who  value  themfelves  on  ac- 
count of  a fuperior  degree  of  reafon  to  that  of  brutes, 
fhould  take  pleafure  in  finking  fo  far  below  them. 
Were  fuch  as  voluntarily  deprive  themfelves  of  the 
ufe  of  reafon,  to  continue  ever  after  in  that  condition, 
it  would  feem  but  a juft  punifhrnent.  Though  this 
be  not  the  confequence  of  one  adt  of  intoxication* 
it  feldofti  fails  to  fucceed  a courfe  of  it.  By  a habit 
of  drinking,  the  greateft  genius  is  often  reduced  to 
a mere  idiot *. 

Intoxication  is  peculiarly  hurtful  to  young  per- 
fons.  It  heats  their  blood,  impairs  their  ftrength, 
and  obftrudts  their  growth  befides,  the  frequent 
ufe  of  ftrong  liquors  in  the  early  part  of  life  deftroys 
any  benefit  that  might  arife  from  them  afterwards. 
Thofe  who  make  a pradtice  of  drinking  generous 
liquors  when  young,  cannot  expedt  to  reap  any 
benefit  from  them  as  a cordial  in  the  decline  of 
life. 

Drunkennefs  is  not  only  in  itfelf  a molt  abomi- 
nable vice,  but  is  an  inducement  to  many  others. 
There  is  hardly  any  crime  fo  horrid  that  the  drunk- 
ard will  not  perpetrate  for  the  love  of  liquor.  We 
have  known  mothers  fell  their  children’s  clothes,  the 


* It  is  amazing  that  our  improvements  in  arts,  learning,  and 
politenefs,  have  not  put  the  barbarous  cuftom  of  drinking  to  ex- 
cefs  out  of  fafhicn.  It  is  indeed  Jefs  common  in  South  Britain 
than  it  was  formerly  ; but  it  Hill  prevails  very  much  in  the  North, 
where  this  relic  of  barbarity  is  miftaken  for  hofpitaiity.  There 
no  man  is  fuppofed  to  entertain  his  guefts  well,  who  does  not 
make  them  drunk.  Forcing  people  to  drink,  is  certainly  the 
greateft  piece  of  rudenefs  that  any  man  can  be  guilty  of.  Man- 
linefs,  complaifnnce,  or  meer  good-nature,  may  induce  a man  to 
take  his  glafs,  if  urged  to  it,  at  a time  when  he  might  as  well  take 
poifon.  The  cuftoin  of  drinking  to  excefs  has  long  been  out  of 
fafhion  in  France;  and,  as  it  begins  to  lofe  ground  among  the 
politer  part  of  theEnglifti,  we  hope  it  will  fooa  be  banilhed  from 
every  part  of  this  iftand. 
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food  that  they  fliould  have  eat,  and  afterwards  even 
the  infants  themfdves,  in  order  to  purchafe  the  ao 
curfcd  draught. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

OF  CLEANLINESS. 

HP  HE  want  of  cleanlinefs  is  a fault  which  admits 
1 of  no  excufe.  Where  water  can  be  had  for 
nothing,  it  is  Purely  in  the  power  of  every  perfon  to 
be  clean.  The  continual  difcharge  from  our  bodies 
by  perfpiration,  renders  frequent  change  of  apparel 
necdTary.  Changing  apparel  greatly  promotes  the 
fecretion  from  the  fkin,  fo  necdTary  for  health. 
When  that  matter  which  ought  to  be  carried  off  by 
perfpiration,  is  either  retained  in  the  body,  or  re- 
lbrbed  from  dirty  clothes,  it  muft  occafion  difeafes. 

Difeafes  of  the  fkin  are  chiefly  owing  to  want  of 
cleanlinefs*.  They  may  indeed  be  caught  by  in- 
fedion,  or  brought  on  by  poor  living,  unwholefome 
food,  &:c.  but  they  will  feldom  continue  long  where 
cleanlinefs  prevails.  To  the  fame  caufe  muft  we  im- 
pute the  various  kinds  of  vermin  which  infefl:  the 
human  body,  houfes,  &c.  Thefe  may  always  be 
banifhcd  by  cleanlinefs  alone,  and  wherever  they 
abound,  we  have  reafon  to  believe  it  is  negleded. 

One  common  caufeof  putrid  and  malignant  fevers, 
is  the  want  of  cleanlinefs.  Thefe  fevers  commonly 
begin  among  the  inhabitants  of  clofe  dirty  houfes, 

* Mr.  Pot,  in  his  furgical  obfervations,  mentions  a difeafe  which 
he  calls  the  chimney-fweeper’s  cancer,  as  it  is  almoft  peculiar  to 
that  unhappy  fet  of  people.  This  he  attributes  to  negle&of  clean- 
linefs, and  with  great  juitice.  I am  convinced,  that  if  that  part 
of  the  body  which  is  the  feat  of  this  cruel  difeafe  was  kept  clean 
by  frequent  wafning,  it  would  never  happen.  The  climbing  boys, 
as  they  are  called,  are  certainly  the  moft  miferable  wretches  on 
the  face  of  the  earth  ; yet,  for  cleaning  chimnies,  no.fuch  perfons 
are  neceiTary. 
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who  breathe  unwholefome  air,  take  little  exercife, 
and  wear  dirty  clothes.  There  the  infection  is  gene- 
rally hatched,  which  often  fpreads  far  and  wide,  to 
the  deftruCtion  of  many.  Hence  cleanlinefs  may  be 
confidered  as  an  objeCt  of  public  attention.  It  is 
not  fufficient  that  I be  clean  myfelf,  while  the  want 
of  it  in  my  neighbour  affeCls  my  health  as  well  as  his 
own.  If  dirty  people  cannot  be  removed  as  a com- 
mon nuifance,  they  ought  at  leaft  to  be  avoided  as 
infectious.  All  who  regard  their  health  fhould  keep 
at  adiftance  even  from  their  habitations. 

In  places  where  great  numbers  of  people  are  col- 
lected, cleanlinefs  becomes  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance. It  is  well  known  that  infectious  difeafes  are 
communicated  by  tainted  air.  Every  thing,  there- 
fore, which  tends  to  pollute  the  air,  or  fpread  the 
infeCtion,  ought  with  the  utmoft  care  to  be  guarded 
againft.  For  this  reafon,  in  great  towns,  no  filth,  of 
any  kind,  fhould  be  permitted  to  lie  upon  the  ftreets. 
Nothing  is  more  apt  to  convey  infeCtion  than  the 
excrements  of  the  difeafed. 

In  many  great  towns  the  ftreets  are  little  better 
than  dunghills,  being  frequently  covered  with  afhes, 
dung,  and  naftinefs  of  every  kind.  Even  daughter^ 
houfes,  or  killing  fhambles,  are  often  to  be  feen  in 
the  very  centre  of  great  towns.  The  putrid  blood, 
excrements,  &c.  with  which  thefe  places  are  gene- 
rally covered,  cannot  fail  to  taint  the  air,  and  ren- 
der it  unwholefome.  How  eafily  *night  this  be 
prevented  by  aCtive  magiftrates,  who  have  it  always 
in  their  power  to  make  proper  laws  relative  to 
things  of  this  nature,  and  to  enforce  the  obfervance 
of  them  ! 

We  are  forry  to  fay,  that  the  importance  of  gene- 
ral cleanlinefs  does  not  feem  to  be  fufficiently  under- 
wood by  the  magiftrates  of  moft  great  towns  in 
Britain;  though  health,  pleafure,  and  delicacy,  all 
confpire  to  recommend  an  attention  to  it.  Nothing 
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can  be  more  agreeable  to  the  fenfes,  more  to  the 
honour  of  the  inhabitants,  or  more  conducive  to 
their  health,  than  a clean  town  *,  nor  can  any  thing 
imprefs  a ftranger  with  a more  difrefpe&ful  idea  of 
any  people  than  its  oppodte.  Whatever  pretenfions 
people  may  make  to  learning,  politenefs,  or  civili- 
zation, we  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  while  they 
negled  cleanlinefs,  they  are  in  a (late  of  barbarity^. 

The  peafants  in  molt  countries  feem  to  hold  clean- 
linefs  in  a fort  of  contempt,,  Were  it  not  for  the  open 
fituation  of  their  houfes,  they  would  often  feel  the 
bad  effedts  of  this  difpofition.  Gne  feldom  fees  a 
farm  houfe  without  a dunghill  before  the  door,  and 
frequently  the  cattle  and  their  mailers  lodge  under 
the  fame  roof.  Peafants  are  likewife  extremely  care- 
lefs  with  refpedl  to  change  of  apparel,  keeping  their 
houfes,  &c.  clean.  This  is  merely  the  effedb  of  in- 
dolence and  a dirty  difpofition.  Habit  may  indeed 
render  it  lefs  difagreeable  to  them,  but  no  habit  can 
ever  make  it  falutary  to  wear  dirty  clothes  or  breathe 
un  whole  feme  air. 

As  many  articles  of  diet  come  through  the  hands 
of  peafants,  every  method  (hould  be  taken  to  encou*? 
rage  and  promote  habits  of  cleanlinefs  among  them. 
This,  for  example,  might  be  done  by  giving  a fmall 
premium  to  the  perfon  who  brings  the  cleaned  and 
bed  article  of  any  kind  to  market,  as  butter,  cheefe, 
&c,  and  by  puniihing  feverely  thofe  who  bring  it 

* In  ancient  Rome  the  greateft  men  did  not  think  cleanlinefs 
an  objedl  unworthy  of  their  attention.  Pliny  fays,  the  Cloaca , or 
common  fewers  for  the  conveyance  of  kith  and  naftinefs  from  the 
city,  were  the  greateft  of  all  the  public  works ; and  bellows  higher 
encomiums  upon  Tarquinius,  Agrippa,  and  others  who  made 
and  improved  them,  than  on  thofe  who  atchieved  the  greateft  con- 
guefts. 

How  truly  great  does  the  emperor  Trajan  appear,  when  giving 
dire&ions  to  fliny  his  proconful,  concerning  the  making  of  a 
common  fewer  for  the  health  and  convenience  of  a conquered 
pity  £ 
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dirty.  The  fame  method  (hould  be  taken  with 
butchers,  bakers,  brewers,  and  all  who  are  em- 
ployed in  preparing  the  neceflaries  of  life. 

In  camps  the  ftrided  regard  {hould  be  paid  to 
cleanlinefs.  By  negligence  in  this  matter,  infe&ious 
difeafes  are  often  fpread  amongil  a whole  army;  and 
frequently  more  die  of  thefe  than  by  the  fword.  The 
Jews,  during  their  encampments  in  the  wildernefs, 
received  particular  inftru&ions  with  refpect  to  clean- 
linefs *.  The  rules  enjoined  them  ought  to  be  ob- 
ferved  by  all  in  the  like  fituation.  Indeed  the  whole 
fyftem  of  laws  delivered  to  that  people  has  a manifeft 
tendency  to  promote  cleanlinefs.  Whoever  con- 
fiders  the  nature  of  their  climate,  the  difeafes  to 
which  they  were  liable,  and  their  dirty  difpofition, 
will  fee  the  propriety  of  fuch  laws. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  in  mod:  eaflern  countries, 
cleanlinefs  makes  a great  part  of  their  religion. 
The  Mahometan,  as  well  as  the  Jewifh  religion 
enjoins  various  bathings,  walkings,  and  purifications. 
No  doubt  thefe  might  be  defigned  to  reprefent  in- 
ward purity  ; but  chey  were  at  the  fame  time  cal- 
culated for  the  prefervation  of  health.  However 
wnimfical  thefe  walkings  may  appear  to  fome,  few 
things  would  tend  more  to  prevent  difeafes  than  a 
proper  attention  to  many  of  them.  Were  every 
perfon,  for  example,  after  vifiting  the  Tick,  han- 
dling a dead  body,  or  touching  any  thing  that  might 
convey  infection,  to  walk  before  he  went  into  com- 
pany, or  fat  down  to  meat,  he  would  run  lefs  hazard 
either  of  catching  the  infection  himfelf,  or  of  com- 
municating it  to  others. 

Frequent  walking  not  only  removes  the  filth  and 
fordes  which  adhere  to  the  fkin,  but  likewife  pro- 

* Thou  fhalt  have  a place  alfo  without  the  camp,  whither  thou 
lhalt  go  forth  abroad  j and  thou  {halt  have  a paddle  upon  thy 
weapon  : and  it  lhall  be  when  thou  fhalt  eafe  thyfelf  abroad,  thou 
fli alt  dig  therewith,  and  lhalt  turn  back,  and  cover  that  which 
ccmeth  from  thee,  &c.  Deuter.  chap.  xxii.  ver.  12.  13. 
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motes  the  perfpiration,  bracesthe  body,  and  enlivens 
the  fpirits.  How  refrefhed,  how  cheerful,  and  agree- 
able does  one  feel  on  being  fhaved,  wafhed,  and  fhift- 
ed ; efpecially  when  thefe  offices  have  been  negledted 
longer  than  ufual ! 

The  eaflern  cuftom  of  waffiing  the  feet,  though 
lefs  neceflary  in  this  country,  is  neverthelefs  a very 
agreeable  pieceof  cleanlinefs,  and  contributes  greatly 
to  the  prefervation  of  health.  The  fweat  and  dirt 
with  which  thefe  parts  are  frequently  covered,  can- 
not fail  to  obftrud  the  perfpiration.  This  piece  of 
cleanlinefs  would  often  prevent  colds  and  fevers. 
Were  people  careful  to  bathe  their  feet  and  legs  in 
lukewarm  water  at  night,  after  being  expofed  to  cold 
or  wet  through  the  day,  they  would  feldom  expe- 
rience the  ill  effects  which  often  proceed  from  thefe 
caufes. 

A proper  attention  to  cleanlinefs  is  no  where  more 
neceflary  than  on  fhipboard.  If  epidemical  diftem- 
pers  break  out  there,  no  one  can  be  fafe.  The  beft 
way  to  prevent  them,  is  to  take  care  that  the  whole 
company  be  cleanly  in  their  clothes,  bedding,  &rc. 
When  infedtious  difeafes  do  break  out,  cleanlinefs 
is  the  mofl  likely  means  to  prevent  their  fpreading: 
it  is  likewife  neceflary  to  prevent  their  returning 
afterwards,  or  being  conveyed  to  other  places.  For 
this  purpofe,  the  clothes,  bedding,  &c.  of  the  fick 
ought  to  be  carefully  wafhed,  and  fumigated  with 
brimftone.  Infection  will  lodge  a long  time  in  dirty 
clothes,  and  afterwards  breakout  in  the  moft  terrible 
manner. 

In  places  where  great  numbers  of  fick  people  are 
collected  together,  cleanlinefs  ought  to  be  mod:  re- 
ligioufly  obferved.  The  very  fmell  in  fuch  places 
is  often  fufficient  to  make  one  fick.  It  is  eafy  to 
imagine  what  effedt  that  is  likely  to  have  upon  the 
difeafed.  In  an  hofpital  or  infirmary,  where  clean- 
linefs is  negledied,  a perfon  in  perfedt  health  has  a 
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greater  chance  to  become  fick,  tftan  a Tick  perfbn 
has  to  get  well. 

Few  things  are  more  unaccountable  than  that 
negledt,  or  rather  dread  of  cleanlinefs,  which  appears 
among  thofe  who  have  the  care  of  the  fick;  they 
think  it  almoft  criminal  to  fuffer  any  thing  that  is 
clean  to  come  near  a perfon  in  a fever,  for  example, 
and  would  rather  allow  him  to  wallow  in  all  manner 
of  filth,  than  change  the  lead  bit  of  his  linen.  If 
cleanlinefs  be  necefiary  for  perfons  in  health,  it  is 
certainly  more  fo  for  the  Tick.  Many  difeafes  may 
be  cured  by  cleanlinefs  alone  ; mod:  of  them  might 
be  mitigated  by  it;  and,  where  it  is  neglected,  the 
flighteft  diforders  are  often  changed  into  the  mod: 
malignant.  The  fame  miftaken  care  which  prompted 
people  to  prevent  the  leaf:  admiflion  of  freftt  air  to 
the  Tick,  feems  to  have  induced  them  to  keep  them 
dirty.  Both  thefe  deftrudtive  prejudices  will,  we 
hope,  be  foon  entirely  eradicated. 

Cleanlinefs  is  certainly  agreeable  to  our  nature. 
We  cannot  help  approving  it  in  others,  even  though 
we  fhould  not  pradife  it  ourfelves.  It  fooner  attracts 
our  regard  than  even  finery  itfelf,  and  often  gains 
efteem  where  that  fails.  It  is  an  ornament  to  the 
higheft  as  well  as  the  lowed  flation,  -and  cannot  be 
difpenfed  with  in  either.  Few  virtues  are  of  more 
importance  to  fociety  than  general  cleanlinefs.  It 
ought  to  be  carefully  cultivated  every  where;  but  in 
populous  cities  it  fhould  be  almoft  revered*. 

* As  it  is  impoflible  to  be  thoroughly  clean  without  a fufficient 
quantity  of  water,  we  would  earneftiy  recommend  it  to  the  magi- 
strates of  great  towns  to  be  particularly  attentive  to  this  article. 
Molt  great  towns  in  Britain  are  fo  fituated  as  to  be  ealily  fupplied 
with  water;  and  thofe  perfons  who  will  not  make  a proper  ufe  of 
it,  after  it  is  brought  to  their  hand,  certainly  deferve  to  be  Se- 
verely punifhed.  The  ftreets  of  great  towns,  where  water  can  be 
had,  ought  to  be  wafhed  every  day.  This  is  the  only  effectual 
method  for  keeping  them  thoroughly  clean  ; and,  upon  trial,  we 
are  perfuaded  it  will  be  found  the  cheapelt. 

Some  of  the  moft  dreadful  difeafes  incident  to  human  nature 
might,  in  my  opinion,  be  entirely  eradicated  by  cleanlinefs. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

OF  INFECTION. 

ANY  difeafes  are  infectious.  Every  perfon 


ought  therefore,  as  far  as  he  can,  to  avoid  all 
communication  with  the  difeafed.  The  common 
pra£lice  of  vifuing  the  fick,  though  often  well  meant, 
has  mahy  ill  confequences.  Far  be  it  from  us  to 
difcourage  any  a 6b  of  charity  or  benevolence,  efpe- 
cially  towards  thofe  in  diftrefs;  but  we  cannot  help 
blaming  fuch  as  endanger  their  own  or  their  neigh- 
bours lives  by  a miftaken  friendlhip  or  an  imper- 
tinent curiofity. 

The  houfes  of  the  fick,  efpecially  in  the  country, 
are  generally  crowded  from  morning  till  night  with 
idle  vifitors.  It  is  cuftomary,  in  fuch  places,  for 
fervants  and  young  people  to  wait  upon  the  fick  by 
turns,  and  even  to  fit  up  with  them  all  night.  It 
would  be  a miracle  indeed  (houldfuch  always  efcape. 
Experience  teaches  us  the  danger  of  this  conduct. 
People  often  catch  fevers  in  this  way,  and  com- 
municate them  to  others,  till  at  length  they  become 
epidemic. 

It  would  be  thought  highly  improper,  for  one 
who  had  not  had  the  fmall-pox,  to  wait  upon  a pa- 
tient in  that  difeafe;  yet  many  other  fevers  are  al- 
mofi:  as  infedbious  as  the  fmall-pox,  and  not  lefs  fatal. 
Some  imagine  that  fevers  prove  more  fatal  in 
villages  than  in  great  towns,  for  want  of  proper 
medical  afiilbance.  This  may  fometimes  be  the 
cafe;  but  we  are  inclined  to  think  it  oftener  pro- 
ceeds from  the  caufe  above  mentioned. 

Were  a plan  to  be  laid  down  for  communicating 
infection,  it  could  not  be  done  more  effedbualiy 
than  by  the  common  method  of  vifuing  the  fick. 


Such 
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Such  vifitors  not  only  endanger  themfelves, and  their 
connexions,  but  likewife  hurt  the  Tick.  By  crowd- 
ing the  koufe,  they  render  the  air  unwholefome,  and 
by  their  private  whifpers  and  difmal  countenances 
difturb  the  imagination  of  the  patient,  and  deprefs 
his  fpirits.  Perfons  who  are  ill,  efpecially  in  fevers, 
ought  to  be  kept  as  quiet  as  poftible.  The  fight  of 
Itrange  faces,  and  every  thing  that  difturbs  the  mind, 
hurts  them. 

The  common  praXice  in  country  places  of  in- 
viting great  numbers  of  people  to  funerals,  and 
crowding  them  into  the  fame  apartment  where  the 
corpfe  lies,  is  another  way  of  fpreading  infeXion. 
The  infeXion  does  not  always  die  with  the  patient. 
Every  thing  that  comes  into  contaX  with  his  body 
while  alive,  receives  the  contagion,  and  fome  of 
them,  as  clothes,  blankets,  &c.  will  retain  it  for  a 
long  time.  Perfons  who  die  of  infeXious  dif- 
orders  ought  not  to  lie  long  unburied  ; and  people 
fhould  keep  as  much  as  poftible  at  a diflance  from 
them. 

It  would  tend  greatly  to  prevent  the  fpreadingof 
infeXious  difeafes,  if  thofe  in  health  were  kept  at 
a proper  diftance  from  the  fick.  The  Jewilk  Le- 
giflator,  among  many  other  wife  inftitutions  for 
preferving  health,  has  been  peculiarly  attentive  to 
the  means  of  preventing  infeXion,  or  defilement  as  it 
is  called,  either  fromadifeafed  perfon  or  adead  body. 
In  many  cafes  the  difeafed  were  to  be  feparated  from 
thofe  in  health;  and  it  was  deemed  a crime  even 
to  approach  their  habitations.  If  a perfon  only 
touched  a difeafed  or  dead  body,  he  was  appointed 
to  walk  himfelf  in  water,  and  to  keep  for  fome  time 
at  a diftance  from  fociety. 

InfeXious  difeafes  are  often  communicated  by 
clothes.  It  is  extremely  dangerous  to  wear  apparel 
which  has  been  worn  by  the  deceafed,  unlefs  it  has 
been  well  walked  and  fumigated,  as  infeXion  may 

lodge 


io8 


OF  INFECTION. 

lodge  a long  time  in  it,  and  afterwards  produce  very 
tragical  effeCts.  This  fhews  the  danger  of  buying 
at  random  the  clothes  which  have  been  worn  by 
other  people. 

InfeClious  diforders  are  frequently  imported. 
Commerce,  together  with  the  .riches  of  foreign 
climes,  brings  us  alfo  their  difeafes.  Thefe  do 
often  more  than  counterbalance  all  the  advantages 
of  that  trade  by  means  of  which  they  are  intro- 
duced. It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  fo  little  care  is 
commonly  beftowed,  either  to  prevent  the  intro- 
duction or  fpreading  of  infectious  maladies.  Some 
attention  indeed  is  generally  paid  to  the  plague  -9 
but  other  difeafes  pafs  unregarded*. 

InfeCtion  is  often  fpread  through . cities,  by  jails, 
hofpitals,  &c.  Thefe  are  frequently  fituated  in  the 
very  middle  of  populous  towns ; and  when  infec- 
tious difeafes  break  out  in  them,  it  is  impofiible 
for  the  inhabitants  to  efcape.  Did  magiftrates  pay 
any  regard  to  the  health  of  the  people,  this  evil 
might  be  eafily  remedied. 

Many  arc  the  caufes  which  tend  to  difFufe  infec- 
tion through  populous  cities.  The  whole  atmo- 
fphere  of  a large  town  is  one  contaminated  mafs, 
abounding  with  various  kinds  of  infection,  and 

* Were  the  tenth  part  of  the  care  taken  to  prevent  the  importa- 
tion of  difeafes,  that  there  is  to  prevent  fmuggling,  it  would  be 
attended  with  many  happy  confequences.  This  might  eafily  be 
done  by  appointing  a phyfician  at  every  confiderable  fea-port, 
to  infpeft  the  fhip’s  company,  paflengers,  &;c.  before  they  came 
alhore,  and,  if  any  fever  or  other  infectious  diforder  prevailed,  to 
order  the  fhip  to  perform  a fhort  quarantine,  and  to  fend  the  fick 
to  fome  hofpital  or  proper  place  to  be  cured.  He  might  likewife 
order  all  the  clothes,  bedding,  &c.  which  had  been  ufed  by  the 
fick  during  the  voyage,  to  be  either  deftroyed,  or  thoroughly 
cleanfed  by  fumigation,  &c.  before  any  of  it  were  fent  afhore. 
A fcheme  of  this  kind,  if  properly  conduced,  would  prevent 
many  fevers,  and  other  infectious  difeafes,  from  being  brought 
by  Tailors  into  fea-port  towns,  and  by  this  means  diffufed  all  over 
the  country. 
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muftbe  pernicious  to  health.  The  beft  advice  that 
we  can  give  to  fuch  as  are  obliged  to  live  in  large 
cities  is,  to  chufe  an  open  fituation ; to  avoid  narrow, 
dirty,  crowded  ftreets;  to  keep  their  own  houfe  and 
offices  clean  ; and  to  be  as  much  abroad  in  the  open 
air  as  their  time  will  permit. 

It  would  tend  greatly  to  prevent  the  fpreadingof 
infe&ious  difeafes,  were  proper  nurfes  every  where 
employed  to  take  care  of  the  fick.  This  might 
often  lave  a family,  or  even  a whole  town,  from 
being  infeded  by  one  perfon.  We  do  not  mean 
that  people  ffiould  abandon  their  friends  or  rela- 
tions in  diflrefs,  but  only  to  put  them  on  their 
guard  againft  being  too  much  in  company  with 
thofe  who  are  affii&ed  with  difeafes  of  an  infectious 
nature. 

Such  as  wait  upon  the  fickin  infectious  difeafes  run 
very  great  hazard.  They  fhould  fluff  their  nofes 
with  tobacco,  or  fome  other  flrong  fmelling  herb, 
as  rue,  tanfy,  or  the  like.  They  ought  likewife 
to  keep  the  patient  very  clean,  to  fprinkle  the  room 
where  he  lies  with  vinegar,  or  other  flrong  acids, 
frequently  to  admit  a dream  of  frefh  air  into  it,' and 
to  avoid  the  fmell  of  his  breath  as  much  as  they  can. 
They  ought  never  to  go  into  company  without 
having  changed  their  clothes  and  walked  their 
hands  ; otherwife,  if  the  difeafe  be  infectious,  they 
will  in  all  probability  carry  the  contagion  along 
with  them  *. 

However 

* There  is  reafon  to  believe  that  infedlion  is  often  conveyed 
from  one  place  to  another  by  the  careleflhefs  of  the  faculty  them- 
felves.  Many  phyficians  affedt  a familiar  way  of  fitting  upon  the 
patient’s  bedfide,  and  holding  his  arm  for  a confiderable  time.  If 
the  patient  has  the  fmall-pox,  or  any  other  infedlious  difeafe, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  the  dodtor’s  hands,  clothes,  &c.  will  carry 
away  fome  of  the  infedtion;  and,  if  he  goes  diredlly  to  vifit  an- 
other patient  without  wafhing  his  hands,  changing  his  clothes, 
or  being  expofed  to  the  open  air,  which  is  not  ieidom  the  cafe. 
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However  trifling  it  may  appear  to  in  con  fid  crate' 
perfons,  we  v/ill  venture  to  affirm,  that  a due  at- 
tention to  thole  things  which  tend  to  diflfufe  infec- 
tion would  be  of  great  importance  in  preventing  dif- 
eafes.  As  moil  difeafes  are  in  fome  degree  infectious, 
no  one  fhould  continue  long  with  the  fick,  except 
the  necdTary  attendants.  I mean  not,  however,  by  I 
this  caution,  to  deter  thofe  whofe  duty  or  office  leads 
them  to  wait  upon  the  fick,  from  luch  a laudable 
and  neceflary  employment. 

Many  things  are  in  the  power  of  the  magiilrate 
which  would  tend  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  infec^ 
tion-,  as  the  promoting  of  public  cleanlinefs;  re- 
moving jails,  hofpitals,  burying  grounds,  and  other 
places  where  infection  may  be  generated,  at  a pro- 
per diilance  from  great  towns*;  widening  the 
llreets ; pulling  down  ufelefs  walls,  and  taking  all 
methods  to  promote  a free  circulation  of  air  through 
every  part  of  the  town,  &c.  Public  hofpitals,  or 
proper  places  of  reception  for  the  fick,  provided 
they  were  kept  clean,  well  ventilated,  and  placed 
in  an  open  fituation,  would  likewife  tend  to  pre- 
vent the  fpreading  of  infeCtion.  Such  places  of 
reception  would  prevent  the  poor,  when  fick,  from 
being  vifited  by  their  idle  or  officious  neighbours. 
They  would  likewife  render  it  unneceffiiry  for  fick 
fervants  to  be  kept  in  their  mailer's  houfes.  Mailers 
had  better  pay  for  having  their  fervants  taken  care 
of  in  an  hofpital,  than  run  the  hazard  of  having  an 
infe&ious  difeafe  diflfufed  among  a numerous  fa- 

is  it  any  wonder  that  he  fhould  carry  the  difeafe  along  with  him  ? ! 

Phyhcians  not  only  endanger  others,  but  alfo  t’nemfel  ves,- by  this 
pra&ice.  And  indeed  they  fometimes  fufFer  for  their  want  of 
care. 

* The  antients  would  not  fufFer  even  the  temples  of  their 
gods,  where  the  fick  refarted,  to  be  built  within  the  walls  of  a 
city. 
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niily.  Sickfervants  and  poor  people,  when  placed 
in  hofpitals,  are  not  only  lefs  apt  to  dififufe  infedion 
among  their  neighbours,  but  have  likewife  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  well  attended. 

We  are  not,  however,  to  learn  that  hofpitals,  in- 
ftead  of  preventing  infedion,  may  become  the  means 
of  diffusing  it.  When  they  are  placed  in  the  mid- 
dle of  great  towns ; when  numbers  of  patients  are 
crowded  together  in  fmall  apartments;  when  there 
is  a conftant  communication  kept  up  between  the 
citizens  and  the  patients ; and  when  cleanlinefs 
and  ventilation  are  negleded,  they  become  nefts 
for  hatching  difeafes,  and  every  one  who  goes  into 
them  not  only  runs  a rifle  of  receiving  infedion 
himfelf,  but  likewife  of  communicating  it  to  others. 
This  however  is  not  the  fault  of  the  hofpitals,  but 
of  thofe  who  have  the  management  of  them.  It 
were  to  be  wifhed,  that  they  were  both  more  nu- 
merous, and  upon  a more  refpedable  footing,  as 
that  would  induce  people  to  go  into  them  with 
lefs  reludance.  This  is  the  more  to  be  defired, 
becaufe  mod  of  the  putrid  fevers  and  other  infec- 
tious diforders  break  out  among  the  poor,  and  are 
by  them  communicated  to  the  better  fort.  Were 
proper  attention  paid  to  the  flrft  appearances  of 
fuch  diforders,  and  the  patients  early  conveyed  to 
an  hofpital,  we  fhould  feldom  fee  a putrid  fever, 
which  is  alrnofl:  as  infedious  as  the  plague,  become 
epidemic. 


CHAP.  X. 

DF  THE  PASSIONS. 

^FHE  paflions  have  great  influence  both  in  the 
caufe  and  cure  of  difeafes.  How  the  mind  af- 
feds  the  body,  will  in  all  probability  ever  remain 
7 a fecret. 
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a fecret.  It  is  fufficient  for  us  to  know,  that  there 
iseftablifhed  a reciprocal  influence  between  themen- 
tal  and  corporeal  parts,  and  that  whatever  injures 
the  one  diforders  the  other. 

Of  Anger . 

The  paflion  of  anger  ruffles  the  mind,  diftorts  the 
countenance,  hurries  on  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
and  diforders  the  whole  vital  and  animal  fundtions. 
It  often  occafions  fevers,  and  other  acute  difeafes  ; 
and  fometimes  even  fudden  death.  This  paflion  is 
peculiarly  hurtful  to  the  delicate,  and  thofe  of  weak 
nerves.  I have  known  fuch  perfons  frequently  lofe 
their  lives  by  a violent  fit  of  anger,  and  would  ad- 
vife  them  to  guard  againft  the  excefs  of  this  paflion 
with  the  utmoft  care. 

It  is  not  indeed  always  in  our  power  to  prevent 
being  angry;  but  we  may  furely  avoid  harbouring 
relentment  in  our  breaft,  Refentment  preys  upon 
the  mind,  and  occafions  the  moft  obftinate  chronical 
diforders,  which  gradually  wade  the  conftitution. 
Nothing  fihews  true  greatnefs  of  mind  more  than  to 
forgive  injuries;  it  promotes  the  peace  of  fociety, 
and  greatly  conduces  to  our  own  eafe,  health,  and 
felicity. 

Such  as  value  health  fhould  avoid  violent  gufts 
of  anger,  as  they  would  the  moft  deadly  poifon. 
Neither  ought  they  to  indulge  refentment,  but  to 
endeavour  at  ail  times  to  keep  their  minds  calm  and 
lerene.  Nothing  tends  fo  much  to  the  health  of  the 
body  as  a conftant  tranquillity  of  mind. 

Of  Fear . 

The  influence  of  fear , both  in  occafloning  and 
aggravating  difeafes,  is  very  great.  No  man 
ought  to  be  blamed  for  a decent  concern  about 
life*  but  too  great  a defire  to  preferve  it  is  often 
8 the 
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the  caufe  of  lofing  it.  Fear  and  anxiety,  by  de- 
prefting  the  fpirits,  not  only  difpofe  us  to  difeafes, 
but  often  render  thofe  difeafes  fatal  which  an  un- 
daunted mind  would  overcome. 

Sudden  fear  has  generally  violent  afFe&s.  Epi- 
leptic fits,  and  other  convulfive  diforders,  are  often 
occafioned  by  it.  Hence  the  danger  of  that  prac- 
tice, fo  common  among  young  people,  of  fright- 
ening one  another.  Many  have  loft  their  lives,  and 
others  have  been  rendered  miferable,  by  frolics  of 
this  kind.  It  is  dangerous  to  tamper  with  the 
human  paftions.  The  mind  may  eafily  be  thrown 
into  fuch  diforder  as  never  again  to  a£t  with  re- 
gularity. 

But  the  gradual  effedh  of  fear  prove  mo  ft  hurt- 
ful. The  conftant  dread  of  fome  future  evil,  by 
dwelling  upon  the  mind,  often  occafions  the  very 
evil  itfelf.  Hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  fo  many 
die  of  thofe  very  difeafes  of  which  they  long  had 
a dread,  or  which  had  been  imprefted  on  their 
minds  by  fome  accident,  or  foolifh^  predi'&ion. 
This,  for  example,  is  often  the  cafe  with  women 
in  childbed.  Many  of  thofe  who  die  in  that  fitua- 
tion  are  imprefted  with  the  notion  of  their  death  a 
long  time  before  it  happens;  and  there  is  reafon 
to  believe  that  this  impreflion  is  often  the  eaufe 
of  it. 

The  methods  taken  to  imprefs  the  minds  of 
women  with  the  apprehenfions  of  the  great  pain  and 
peril  of  child-birth,  are  very  hurtful.  Few  women 
die  in  labour,  though  many  lofe  their  lives  after  it; 
which  may  be  thus  accounted  for.  A woman  after 
delivery,  finding  herfelf  weak  and  exhaufted,  im- 
mediately apprehends  fhe  is  in  danger;  but  this 
fear  feldom  fails  to  obftrud  the  neceflary  evacua- 
tions, upon  which  her  recovery  depends.  Thus 
the  fex  often  fall  a facrifice  to  their  own  imagi- 

I nations,. 
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nations,  when  there  would  be  no  danger,  did  they 
apprehend  none. 

It  feldorn  happens  that  two  or  three  women  in  a* 
great  town  die  in  child-bed,  but  their  death  is  fol- 
lowed by  many  others.  Every  woman  of  their  ac- 
quaintance who  is  with  child  dreads  the  fame  fate, 
and  the  difeafe  becomes  epidemical  by  the  mere  force 
of  imagination.  This  fhould  induce  pregnant  wo- 
men to  defpife  fear,  and  by  all  means  to  avoid  thofe 
tatling  goffips  who  are  continually  buzzing  in  their 
ears  the  misfortunes  of  others.  Every  thing  that 
may  in  the  leaft  alarm  a pregnant  or  child-bed  wo- 
man, ought  with  the  greateft  care  to  be  guarded 
againft. 

Many  women  have  loft  their  lives  in  child-bed 
by  the  old  fuperftitious  cuftom,  ftill  kept  up  in  mod 
parts  of  Britain,  of  tolling  the  pafiffi  bell  for  every 
perfon  who  dies.  People  who  think  themfelves  in 
danger  are  very  i'nquifitive ; and  if  they  come  to 
know  that  the  bell  tolls  for  one  who  died  in  the  fame 
fituation  with  themfelves,  what  muft  be  the  confe- 
quence  ? At  any  rate  they  are  apt  to  fuppofe  that  this 
is  the  cafe,  and  it  will  often  be  found  a very  diffi- 
cult matter  to  perfuade  them  of  the  contrary. 

But  this  cuftom  is  not  pernicious  to  child-bed 
women  only.  It  is  hurtful  in  many  other  cafes. 
When  low  fevers,  in  which  it  is  difficult  to  fupport 
the  patient’s  fpirits,  prevail,  what  muft  be  the  effe£t 
of  a funeral  peal  founding  five  or  fix  times  a day 
in  his  ears?  No  doubt  his  imagination  will  fuggeft 
that  others  died  of  the  fame  difeafe  under  which 
he  labours.  This  apprehenfion  will  have  a greater 
tendency  to  deprefs  his  fpirits,  than  all  the  cordials 
of  which  medicine  can  boaft  will  have  to  raife 
them. 

If  this  ufelefs  piece  of  ceremony  cannot  be  abo- 
liftied,  we  ought  to  keep  the  fick  as  much  from 

hearing 
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hearing  it  as  pofiible,  and  from  every  other  thing  that 
may  tend  to  alarm  them.  So  far  however  is  this 
from  being  generally  attended  to,  that  many  make 
it  their  bulinefs  to  vifit  the  Tick,  on  purpofe  to  whif- 
per  difmal  (lories  in  their  ears.  Such  may  pafs  fo 
fympathizing  friends,  but  they  ought  rather  to  be 
considered  as  enemies.  Ail  who  wifh  well  to  the  Tick 
ought  to  keep  fuch  perfons  at  the  greateft  diftance 
from  them. 

A cuftom  has  long  prevailed  among  phyficians, 
of  prognoflicating,  as  they  call  it,  the  patient's 
fate,  or  foretelling  the  ifiue  of  the  difeafe.  Vanity 
no  doubt  introduced  this  pradlice,  and  dill  fupports 
it,  in  fpite  of  common  fenfe  and  the  fafety  of  man- 
kind. I have  known  a phyfician  barbarous  enough 
to  boaft,  that  he  pronounced  more  Jentences  than  all 
his  Maj efty’s  judges.  Would  to  God  that  fuch  fen- 
tences  were  not  often  equally  fatal ! It  may  indeed 
be  alleged,  that  the  dodlor  does  not  declare  his 
opinion  before  the  patient.  So  much  the  worfe. 
A fenfible  patient  had  better  hear  what  the  do&or 
fays,  than  learn  it  from  the  difconfolate  looks,  the 
watery  eyes,  and  the  broken  whifpers  of  thofe  about 
him.  It  feldom  happens,  when  the  doctor  gives 
an  unfavourable  opinion,  that  it  can  be  concealed 
from  the  patient.  The  very  embarrafTment  which 
the  friends  and  attendants  fhew  in  difguifing  what 
he  has  laid,  is  generally  fufficienc  to  difcover  the 
truth. 

Kind  Heaven  has,  for  the  wifeft  ends,  concealed 
from  mortals  their  fate;  and  we  do  not  fee  what 
right  any  man  has  to  announce  the  death  of  an- 
other, especially  if  fuch  a declaration  has  a chance 
to  kill  him.  Mankind  are  indeed  very  fond  of 
prying  into  future  events,  and  feldom  fail  to  fo- 
licit  the  phyfician  for  his  opinion.  A doubtful  an- 
fwer,  however,  or  one  that  may  tend  rather  to 
encourage  the  hopes  of  the  Tick,  is  furely  the  molt 
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proper.  This  condudt  could  neither  hurt  the  patient 
nor  the  phyfician.  Nothing  tends  more  to  de- 
ftroy  the  credit  of  phyfic  than  thofe  bold  prog- 
nofticators,  who,  by  the  bye,  are  generally  the 
mod  ignorant  of  the  faculty.  The  miftakes  which 
daily  happen  in  this  way  are  fo  many  Handing 
proofs  of  human  vanity,  and  the  weaknefs  of 
fcience. 

We  readily  admit,  that  there  are  cafes  where  the 
phyfician  ought  to  give  intimation  of  the  patient’s 
danger  to  fome  of  his  near  connexions ; though  even 
this  ought  always  to  be  done  with  the  greateft  cau- 
tion : but  it  never  can  "be  neceffary  in  any  cafe 
that  the  whole  town  and  country  fhould  know, 
immediately  after  the  dodlor  has  made  his  firft  vifit, 
that  he  has  no  hopes  of  his  patient's  recovery . Perfons 
whofe  impertinent  curiofity  leads  them  to  queftion 
the  phyfician,  with  regard  to  the  fate  of  his  pa- 
tient, certainly  deferve  no  other  than  an  evafive 
anfwer. 

The  vanity  of  foretelling  the  fate  of  the  fick  is 
not  peculiar  to  the  faculty.  Others  follow  their 
example,  and  thofe  who  think  themfelves  wifer 
than  their  neighbours  often  do  much  hurt  in  this 
way.  Humanity  furely  calls  upon  every  one  to 
comfort  the  fick,  and  not  to  add  to  their  afflidtion 
by  alarming  their  fears.  A friend,  or  even  a phy- 
fician, may  often  do  more  good  by  a mild  and  fym- 
pathizing  behaviour  than  by  medicine,  and  fhould 
never  negledt  to  adminifter  that  greateft  of  all  cor- 
dials, Hope. 

Of  Grief. 

Grief  is  the  mo  ft  deftrudtive  of  all  the  pafllons. 
Its  effedte  are  permanent,  and  when  it  finks  deep 
into  the  mind,  it  generally  proves  fatal.  Anger 
and  fear,  being  of  a more  violent  nature,  feldom 
laft  long  , but  grief  often  changes  into  a fixed  me- 
lancholy, 


OF  THE  PASSIONS.  117 

lancholy,  which  preys  upon  the  fpirits,  and  waftes  the 
conftitution.  This  paflion  ought  not  to  be  indulged. 
It  may  generally  be  conquered  at  the  beginning;  but 
when  it  has  gained  ftrength,  all  attempts  to  remove 
it  are  vain. 

No  perfon  can  prevent  misfortunes  in  life;  but 
it  Ihews  true  greatnefs  of  mind  to  bear  them  with 
ferenity.  Many  perfons  make  a merit  of  indulging 
grief,  and  when  misfortunes  happen,  they  obfti- 
nately  refufe  all  confolation,  till  the  mind,  over- 
whelmed with  melancholy,  finks  under  the  load. 
Such  conduct  is  not  only  deftru&ive  to  health,  but 
inconfiftentwith  reafon,  religion,  and  commonfenfe. 

Change  of  ideas  is  as  neceflary  for  health  as 
change  of  pofture.  When  the  mind  dwells  long 
upon  one  fubjeft,  efpecially  of  a difagreeable  na- 
ture, it  hurts  the  whole  fundtions  of  the  body. 
Hence  grief  indulged  fpoils  the  digeftion  and 
deftroys  the  appetite ; by  which  means  the  fpirits 
are  deprefled,  the  nerves  relaxed,  the  bowels  in- 
flated with  wind,  and  the  humours,  for  want  of 
frelh  fupplies  of  chyle,  vitiated.  Thus  many  an 
excellent  conftitution  has  been  ruined  by  a family 
misfortune,  or  any  thing  that  occafions  excefiive 
grief. 

It  is  utterly  impofiible,  that  any  perfon  of  a de- 
jedled  mind  ftiould  enjoy  health.  Life  may  indeed 
be  dragged  out  for  a few  years;  but  whoever 
would  live  to  a good  old  age,  rauft  be  good-hu- 
moured and  cheerful.  This  indeed  is  not  alto- 
gether in  our  own  power;  yet  our  temper  of  mind, 
as  well  as  our  actions,  depend  greatly  upon  our- 
felves.  We  can  neither  alfociate  with  cheerful  or 
melancholy  companions,  mingle  in  the  amufements 
and  offices  of  life,  or  fit  ftill  and  brood  over  our  ca- 
lamities as  we  choofe.  Thefe,  and  many  fuch 
things,  are  certainly  in  our  power,  and  from  thefe 
the  mind  generally  takes  its  caff. 
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The  variety  of  fcenes  which  prefent  themfelves 
to  the  fenfes,  were  certainly  defigned  to  prevent 
our  attention  from  being  too  long  fixed  upon  any 
one  object.  Nature  abounds  with  variety,  and  the 
mind,  unlefs  fixed  down  by  habit,  delights  in  con- 
templating new  objedts.  This  at  once  points  out 
the  method  of  relieving  the  mind  in  diftrefs.  Turn 
the  attention  frequently  to  new  objedls.  Examine 
them  for  fome  time.  When  the  mind  begins  to 
recoil,  diift  the  fcene.  By  this  means  a condant 
fuccedion  of  new  ideas  may  be  kept  up,  till  the 
difagreeable  ones  entirely  difappear.  Thus  travel- 
ling, the  ftudy  of  any  art  or  fcience,  reading  or 
writing  on  fuch  fubjedts  as  deeply  engage  the  atten- 
tion, will  fooner  expel  grief  than  the  mod  fprighdy 
amufements, 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  the  body  can^ 
not  be  healthy  unlefs  it  be  exercifed  ; neither  can 
the  mind.  Indolence  nourifhes  grief.  When  the 
mind  has  nothing  elfe  to  think  of  but  calamities, 
no  wonder  that  it  dwells  there,  Few  people  who 
purfue  bufinefs  with  attention  are  hurt  by  grief.  In- 
dead thereforeof  abdradling  ourfelves  from  the  world 
or  bufinefs,  when  misfortunes  happen,  we  ought  to 
engage  in  it  with  more  than  ufual  attention,  to  dif- 
charge  with  double  diligence  the  fundtions  of  our 
ftation,  and  to  mix  with  friends  of  a cheerful  and 
ibcial  temper. 

Innocent  amufements  are  by  no  means  to  be  ne- 
gledted.  Thefe,  by  leading  the  mind  infenfibly  to 
the  contemplation  of  agreeable  objedts,  help  to 
difpel  the  gloom  which  misfortunes  cad  over  it. 
They  make  time  feemTefs  tedious,  and  have  many 
other  happy  effedls. 

Some  perfons,  when  overwhelmed  with  grief,  be- 
take them  dives  to  drinking.  This  is  making  the 
cure  worfe  than  the  difeafe.  It  feldooi  fails  to 
4 end 


OF  THE  PASSIONS.  ii9 

end  in  the  ruin  of  fortune,  charadter,  and  confti- 
tution. 

Of  Love . 

Love  is  perhaps  the  ftrongeft  of  all  the  paflions ; 
at  lead,  when  it  becomes  violent,  it  is  lefs  fubjedt 
to  the  control  either  of  the  underftanding  or  will, 
than  any  of  the  reft.  Fear,  anger,  and  feveral  other 
paflions,  are  neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  the  in- 
dividual, but  love  is  neceflary  for  the  continuation 
of  the  fpecies  itfelf:  it  was  therefore  proper  that 
this  paflion  Ihould  be  deeply  rooted  in  the  human 
bread. 

Though  love  be  a ftrong  paftion,  it  is  feldom  lo 
rapid  in  its  progrefs  as  feveral  of  the  others.  Few 
perfons  fall  defperately  in  love  all  at  once.  We 
would  therefore  advife  every  one,  before  he  tampers 
with  this  paftion,  to  confider  well  the  probability 
of  his  being  able  to  obtain  the  obje<5t  of  his  willies. 
When  that  is  not  likely,  he  fhould  avoid  every 
occafton  of  increaftng  it.  He  ought  immediately 
to  ftee  the  company  of  the  beloved  objedt ; to  apply 
his  mind  attentively  to  bufinefs  or  ftudy;  to  take 
every  kind  of  amufementj  and  above  all,  to  endea- 
vour, if  pofiible,  to  find  another  objedl  which  may 
engage  his  affedtions,  and  which  it  may  be  in  his 
power  to  obtain. 

There  is  no  paflion  with  which  people  are  fo 
ready  to  tamper  as  love,  although  none  is  more 
dangerous.  Some  men  make  love  for  amufement, 
others  from  mere  vanity,  or  on  purpofe  to  fhew 
their  confequence  with  the  fair.  This  is  perhaps  the 
greateft  piece  of  cruelty  which  any  one  can  be 
guilty  of.  What  we  eagerly  wilh  for  we  eafily  cre- 
dit. Hence  the  too  credulous  fair  are  often  be- 
trayed into  a fituation  which  is  truly  deplorable, 
before  they  are  able  to  difeover  that  the  pretended 
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The  variety  of  fcenes  which  prefent  themfelves 
to  the  fenfes,  were  certainly  defigned  to  prevent 
our  attention  from  being  too  long  fixed  upon  any 
one  object.  Nature  abounds  with  variety,  and  the 
mind,  unlefs  fixed  down  by  habit,  delights  in  con- 
templating new  objedts.  This  at  once  points  out 
the  method  of  relieving  the  mind  in  diftrefs.  Turn 
the  attention  frequently  to  new  objedls.  Examine 
them  for  fome  time.  When  the  mind  begins  to 
recoil,  fhift  the  fccne.  By  this  means  a condant 
fuccedion  of  new  ideas  may  be  kept  up,  till  the 
difagreeable  ones  entirely  difappear.  Thus  travel- 
ling, the  dudy  of  any  art  or  fcience,  reading  or 
writing  on  fuch  fubjedls  as  deeply  engage  the  atten- 
tion, will  looner  expel  grief  than  the  mod  fprightly 
amufements. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  the  body  can^ 
not  be  healthy  unlefs  it  be  exercifed  ; neither  can 
the  mind.  Indolence  nouriihes  grief.  When  the 
mind  has  nothing  elfe  to  think  of  but  calamities, 
no  wonder  that  it  dwells  there,  Few  people  who 
purfue  bufinefs  with  attention  are  hurt  by  grief.  In- 
dead thereforeof  abdradling  ourfelves  from  the  world 
or  bufinefs,  when  misfortunes  happen,  we  ought  to 
engage  in  it  with  more  than  ufual  attention,  to  dif- 
charge  with  double  diligence  the  functions  of  our 
ftation,  and  to  mix  with  friends  of  a cheerful  and 
ibcial  temper. 

Innocent  amufements  are  by  no  means  to  be  ne- 
gledled.  Thefe,  by  leading  the  mind  infenfibly  to 
the  contemplation  of  agreeable  objedls,  help  to 
difpel  the  gloom  which  misfortunes  cad  over  it. 
They  make  time  feemTefs  tedious,  and  have  many 
other  happy  effe&s. 

Some  perfons,  when  overwhelmed  with  grief,  be- 
take therrftlves  to  drinking.  This  is  making  the 
cure  worfe  than  the  difeafe.  It  fddom  fails  to 
4 end 
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end  in  the  ruin  of  fortune,  charader,  and  confti- 
tution. 

Of  Love . 

Love  is  perhaps  the  ftrongeft  of  all  the  paflions; 
at  lead,  when  it  becomes  violent,  it  is  lei's  fubjed 
to  the  control  either  of  the  underftanding  or  will, 
than  any  of  the  reft.  Fear,  anger,  and  feveral  other 
paflions,  are  neceflfary  for  the  prefervation  of  the  in- 
dividual, but  love  is  neceflfary  for  the  continuation 
of  the  fpecies  itfelf:  it  was  therefore  proper  that 
this  paflion  ihould  be  deeply  rooted  in  the  human 
bread. 

Though  love  be  a ftrong  paflion,  it  is  feldom  fo 
rapid  in  its  progrefs  as  feveral  of  the  others.  Few 
perfons  fall  defperately  in  love  all  at  once.  We 
would  therefore  advife  every  one,  before  he  tampers 
with  this  paflion,  to  confider  well  the  probability 
of  his  being  able  to  obtain  the  objed  of  his  wifhes. 
When  that  is  not  likely,  he  fhould  avoid  every 
occafton  of  increafing  it.  He  ought  immediately 
to  flee  the  company  of  the  beloved  objed  j to  apply 
his  mind  attentively  to  bufinefs  or  ftudy;  to  take 
every  kind  of  amufement  3 and  above  all,  to  endea- 
vour, if  poflible,  to  find  another  objed  which  may 
engage  his  aflredions,  and  which  it  may  be  in  his 
power  to  obtain. 

There  is  no  paflion  with  which  people  are  fo 
ready  to  tamper  as  love,  although  none  is  more 
dangerous.  Some  men  make  love  for  amufement, 
others  from  mere  vanity,  or  on  purpofe  to  (hew 
their  confequence  with  the  fair.  This  is  perhaps  the 
greateft  piece  of  cruelty  which  any  one  can  be 
guilty  of.  What  we  eagerly  wifti  for  we  eafily  cre- 
dit. Hence  the  too  credulous  fair  are  often  be- 
trayed into  a fituation  which  is  truly  deplorable, 
before  they  are  able  to  difeover  that  the  pretended 
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lover  was  only  in  jed.  But  there  is  no  jelling  with 
this  pafllon,  When  love  is  got  to  a certain  height, 
it  admits  of  no  other  cure  but  the  poffeffion  of  its 
objedt,  which  in  this  c^fe  ought  always  if  poffible 
to  be  obtained*. 

Of  Religious  Melancholy . 

Many  perfons  of  a religious  turn  of  mind  be- 
have as  if  they  thought  it  a crime  to  be  cheerful. 
They  imagine  the  whole  of  religion  condds  in 
certain  mortifications,  or  denying  themfelves  the 
fmalleft  indulgence,  even  of  the  mod  innocent 
amufements.  A perpetual  gloom  hangs  over  their 
countenances,  while  the  deeped  melancholy  preys 
upon  their  minds.  At  length  the  faired  profpedts 
vanifh,  every  thing  puts  on  a difmal  appearance, 
and  thofe  very  objedts  which  ought  to  give  delight 
afford  nothing  but  difgud.  Life  itfelf  becomes  a 
burden,  and  the  unhappy  wretch,  perfuaded  that 
no  evil  can  equal  what  he  feels,  often  puts  an  end 
to  his  miferable  exidence. 

It  is  great  pity  that  ever  religion  fhould  be  fo 
far  perverted,  as  to  become  the  caufe  of  thofe  very 
evils  which  it  was  defigned  to  cure.  Nothing  can 
be  better  calculated  than  True  Religion , to  raife 
and  fupport  the  mind  of  its  votaries  under  every  af- 
flidlion  that  can  befal  them.  It  teaches  men  that 
even  the  fufferings  of  this  life  are  preparatory  to 

* The  conduct  of  parents  with  regard  to  the  difpofal  of  their 
children  in  marriage  is  often  very  biamable.  An  advantageous 
match  is  the  conftant  aim  of  parents;  while  their  children  often 
fulfer  a real  martyrdom  betwixt  their  inclinations  and  duty.  The 
£rft  thing  which  parents  ought  to  confult  in  difpofing  their  chil- 
dren in  marriage*  is  certainly  their  inclinations.  Were  due  re- 
gard always  paid  to'thefe,  there  would  be  fewer  unhappy  couples, 
and  parents  would  not  have  fo  often  caufe  to  repent  the  feverity 
of  their  conduct,  after  a ruined  conftitution,  a loft  chara&er,  or 
3 diftra&ed  mind,  has  (hewn  them  their  miftake. 
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the  happinefs  of  the  next;  and  that  all  who  perfift 
in  a courfe  of  virtue  ihall  at  length  arrive  at  com- 
plete felicity.  ^ 

Perfons  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  recommend  reli- 
gion to  others,  Ihould  beware  of  dwelling  too  much 
on  gloomy  fubje&s.  That  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  mind,  which  true  religion  is  calculated  to  in- 
fpire,  is  a more  powerful  argument  in  its  favour 
then  all  the  terrors  that  can  be  uttered.  Terror 
may  indeed  deter  men  from  outward  adls  of  wick- 
ednefs,  but  can  never  infpire  them  with  that  love  of 
God,  and  real  goodnefs  of  heart,  in  which  alone 
true  religion  confifts. 

To  conclude;  the  bed  way  to  counteract  the  vio- 
lence of  any  paflion,  is  to  keep  the  mind  clofely  en- 
gaged in  fome  ufeful  purfuit. 

•JU  - " — -..—.-.I...  .1  .....  — 

CHAP.  XI. 

OF  THE  COMMON  EVACUATIONS. 

*“pHE  principal  evacuations  from  the  human 
A body  are  thofe  by  fool , urine , and  infenfihle 
perforation.  None  of  thefe  can  be  long  obftru&ed 
without  impairing  the  health.  When  that  which 
ought  to  be  thrown  out  of  the  body  is  too  long 
retained,  it  not  only  occafions  a plethora,  or  too  great 
fulnefs  of  the  veflfels,  but  requires  qualities  which 
are  hurtful  to  the  health,  as  acrimony,  putref- 
cence,  &c. 

Of  the  Evacuation  by  Stool . 

Few  things  conduce  more  to  health  than  keep- 
ing the  body  regular.  When  th z faces  lie  too  long 
in  the  bowels,  they  vitiate  the  humours;  and  when 
they  are  too  foon  difcharged,  the  body  is  not  fuffi- 
ciently  nourilhed,  A medium  is  therefore  to  be 
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defired,  which  can  only  be  obtained  by  regularity 
in  diet,  fleep,  and  exercife,  Whenever  the  body 
is  not  regular,  there  is  reafon  to  fufped  a fault  in 
one  or  other  of  thefe. 

Perfons  who  eat  and  drink  at  irregular  hours, 
and  who  eat  various  kinds  of  food,  and  drink  of 
feveral  different  liquors  at  every  meal,  have  no  rea- 
fon to  exped  either  that  their  digeftion  will  be  good, 
or  their  difcharges  regular.  Irregularity  in  eating 
and  drinking  difturbs  every  part  of  the  animal  ceco- 
nomy,  and  never  fails  to  occafion  difeafes.  Either 
too  much  or  too  little  food  will  have  this  effed. 
The  former  indeed  generally  occafions  loofenefs,  and 
the  latter  coftivenefsj  but  both  have  a tendency  to 
hurt  the  health. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  afcertain  the  exad  num- 
ber of  ftools  which  may  be  confident  with  health, 
as  thefe  differ  in  the  different  periods  of  life,  in  dif* 
ferent  conftitutions,  and  even  in  thefame  conftitution 
under  a different  regimen  of  diet,  exercife,  &c.  It 
is  however  generally  allowed,  that  one  (tool  a-day 
is  fufficient  for  an  adult,  and  that  lefs  is  hurtful, 
But  this,  like  moil  general  rules,  admits  of  many 
exceptions.  I have  known  perfons  in  perfed  health 
who  did  not  go  to  (tool  above  once  a- week*.  Such 
a degree  of  coftivenefs  however  is  not  fafe;  though 
the  perfon  who  labours  under  it  may  for  Tome  time 
enjoy  tolerable  health,  yet  at  length  it  may  occafion 
difeafes. 

One  method  of  procuring  a ftool  every  day  is  to 
rife  betimes,  and  go  abroad  in  the  open  air.  Not 
only  the  pofture  in  bed  is  unfavourable  to  regular 
ilools,  but  alfo  the  warmth.  This,  by  promoting 
the  perforation,  leffens  all  the  other  difcharges. 

The  method  recommended  for  this  purpofe  by 
Mr,  Locke  is  likewife  very  proper,  viz.  to  Jolicit 

* Some  perfons  have  told  me  that  they  did  not  go  to  Hool 
aUove  once  a month. 
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nature , by  going  regularly  to  ftool  every  morning 
whether  one  has  a call  or  not . Habits  of  this  kind 
may  be  acquired,  which  will  in  time  become  na- 
tural. 

Perfons  who  have  frequent  recourfe  to  medicines 
for  preventing  coftivenefs  feldom  fail  to  ruin  their 
conftitution.  Purging  medicines  frequently  re- 
peated weaken  the  bowels,  hurt  the  digtftion,  and 
every  dofe  makes  way  for  another,  till  at  length 
they  become  as  neceflfary  as  daily  bread.  Thofe  who 
are  troubled  with  coftivenefs  ought  rather,  if  poflible, 
to  remove  it  by  diet-tftan  drugs.  They  fhould  like- 
wife  go  thinly  clothed,  and  avoid  every  thing  of  an 
aftringent  or  of  an  heating  nature.  The  diet  arid 
other  regimen  neceflfary  in  this  cafe  will  be  found 
under  the  article  Coftivenefs , where  this  ftate  of  the 
bowels  is  treated  as  adifeafe. 

Such  perfons  as  are  troubled  with  a habitual  loofe- 
nefs  ought  likewife  to  fuit  their  diet  to  the  nature 
of  their  complaint.  They  ffiould  ufe  food  which 
braces  and  ftrengthens  the  bowels,  and  which  is 
rather  of  an  aftringent  quality,  as  wheat- bread  made 
of  the  fined  flour,  cheefe,  eggs,  rice  boiled  in  milk, 
&c.  Their  drink  ftiould  be  red  port,  claret,  brandy 
and  water  in  which  toafted  bread  has  been  boiled, 
and  fuch  like. 

As  a habitual  loofenefs  is  often  owing  to  an  ob- 
ftructed  p|rfpiration,  perfons  affected  with  it  ought 
to  keep  their  feet  warm,  to  wear  flannel  next  their 
Ikin,  and  take  every  other  method  to  promote  the 
perfpiration.  Further  directions  with  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  this  complaint  will  be  found  under  the 
article  Loofenefs . 

Of  Urine . 

So  many  things  tend  to  change  both  the  quantity 
and  appearances  of  the  urine,  that  it  is  very  difficult 
%o  lay  down  any  determined  rules  for  judging  of 

either. 
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either  *.  Dr.  Cheyne  fays,  the  urine  ought  to  be 
equal  to  three-fourths  of  the  liquid,  part  of  our  ali- 
ment. But  fuppofe  any  one  were  to  take  the  trouble 
of  meafuring  both,  he  would  find  that  every  thing 
which  altered  the  degree  of  perfpiration,  would  alter 
this  proportion,  and  likewife  that  different  kinds  of 
aliment  would  afford  very  different  quantities  of 
urine.  Though  for  thefe,  and  other  reafons,  no  rule 
can  be  given  for  judging  of  the  precife  quantity  of 
urine  which  ought  to  be  difcharged,  yet  a perfon  of 
common  fenfe  will  feldom  be  at  a lofs  to  know  when 
it  is  in  either  extreme. 

As  a free  difcharge  of  urine  not  only  prevents  but 
adtually  cures  many  difeafes,  it  ought  by  all  means 
to  be  promoted  and  every  thing  that  may  obftru£l 
It  fhould  be  carefully  avoided.  Both  the  fecretion 
and  difcharge  of  urine  are  leffened  by  a fedentary 
life,  fleeping  on  beds  that  are  too  foft  and  warm,  , 
food  of  a dry  and  heating  quality,  liquors  which  are 
aftringent  and  heating,  as  red  port,  claret,  and  fuch 
like.  Thofe  who  have  reafon  to  fufpe£t  that  their 
Urine  is  in  too  fmall  quantity,  or  who  have  any 

* It  has  long  been  an  obfervation  among  phyficians,  that  the 
appearances  of  the  urine  are  very  uncertain,  and  very  little  to  be 
depended  on.  No  one  will  be  furprifed  at  this  who  confiders  how 
many  ways  it  may  be  affe&ed,  and  confequently  have  its  appear- 
ance altered.  The  paffions,  the  kate  of  the  atmofphere,  the  quan- 
tity and  quality  of  the  food,  the  exercife,  the  clothing,  the  {late 
of  the  other  evacuations,  and  numberlefs  other  caufes,  arefufiicient 
to  induce  a change  either  in  the  quantity  or  appearance  of  the 
orine.  Any  one  who  attends  to  this,  will  be  akonifhed  at  the  im- 
pudence of  thofe  daring  quacks,  who  pretend  to  find  out  difeafes, 
and  prefcribe  to  patients  from  the  bare  infpeflion  of  their  urine. 
Thefe  impoftors,  however,  are  very  common  all  over  Britain,  and 
by  the  amazing  credulity  of  the  populace,  many  of  them  amafs 
confiderable  fortunes.  Of  all  the  medical  prejudices  which  pre- 
vail in  this  country,  that  in  favour  of  urine  doftors  is  the  krongek. 
The  common  people  have  kill  an  unlimited  faith  in  their  {kill, 
although  it  has  been  demonftrated  that  no  one  of  them  is  able 
to  dikinguifh  the  urine  of  a horfe,  or  any  other  animal,  from 
that  of  a man. 

fymptoms 
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fymptoms  of  the  gravel,  ought  not  only  to  avoid 
thefe  things,  but  whatever  elfe  they  find  has  a ten- 
dency to  leffen  the  quantity  of  their  urine. 

When  the  urine  is  too  long  retained,  it  is  not  only 
reforbed,  or  taken  up  again  into  the  mafs  of  fluids, 
but  by  ftagnating  in  the  bladder  it  becomes  thicker, 
the  more  watery  parts  flying  off  firft,  and  the  more 
grofs  and  earthy  remaining  behind.  By  the  conftant 
tendency  which  thefe  have  to  concrete,  the  formation 
of  ftones  and  gravel  in  the  bladder  is  promoted. 
Hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  indolent  and  fedentary 
people  are  much  more  liable  to  thefe  difeafes,  than 
perfons  of  a more  a£tive  life. 

Many  perfons  have  loft  their  lives,  and  others 
have  brought  on  very  tedious,  and  even  incurable 
diforders,  by  retaining  their  urine  too  long,  from  a 
falfe  delicacy.  When  the  bladder  has  been  over- 
diftended,  it  oftenlofes  its  power  of  action  altogether, 
or  becomes  paralytic,  by  which  means  it  is  rendered 
unable  either  to  retain  the  urine,  or  expel  it  properly. 
The  calls  of  nature  ought  never  to  be  poftponed. 
Delicacy  is  doubtlefs  a virtue,  but  that  can  never  be 
reckoned  true  delicacy,  which  induces  any  one  to 
rifk  his  health  or  hazard  his  life. 

But  the  urine  may  be  in  too  great  as  well  as  too 
fmall  a quantity.  This  may  be  occafioned  by  drink- 
ing large  quantities  of  weak  watery  liquors,  by  the 
exceffiveufe  of  alkaline  falts,  or  any  thing  that  ftimu- 
lates  the  kidnies,  dilutes  the  blood,  &c.  This  dis- 
order very  foon  weakens  the  body,  and  induces  a 
confumption.  It  is  difficult  to  cure,  but  may  be 
mitigated  by  (lengthening  diet  and  aftringent  medi- 
cines, fuch  as  are  recommended  under  the  article 
Diabetes,  or  exceffive  difcharge  of  urine. 

Of  the  Perfpiration . 

Infenfible  perfpiration  is  generally  reckoned  the 
greatefl  of  all  the  difcharges  from  the  human  body. 

It 
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It  is  of  fo  great  importance  to  health,  that  few  dif- 
eafes  attack  us  while  it  goes  properly  on  ; but  when 
it  is  obftrudted,  the  whoje  frame  is  foon  difordered. 
This  difcharge  however,  being  lefs  perceptible  than 
any  of  the  reft,  is  confequently  lefs  attended  to. 
Hence  it  is,  that  acute  fevers,  rheumatilms,  agues, 
&c.  often  proceed  from  obftru&ed  perfpiration  be- 
fore we  are  aware  of  its  having  taken  place. 

On  examining  patients,  we  find  moft  of  them  im- 
pute their  difeafes  either  to  violent  colds  which  they 
had  caught,  or  to  flight  ones  which  had  been  ne- 
gle&ed.  For  this  reafon,  inftead  of  a critical  in- 
quiry into  the  nature  of  the  perfpiration,  its  differ- 
ence in  different  feafons,  climates,  conftitutions,  &c. 
we  fli all  endeavour  to  point  out  the  caufes  which 
moft  commonly  obftrud  it,  and  to  fhew  how  far  they 
may  be  cither  avoided,  or  have  their  influence  coun- 
terafted  by  timely  care.  The  want  of  a due  atten- 
tion to  thefe,  cofts  Britain  annually  fome  thoufands 
of  ufeful  lives. 

Changes  in  the  Atmojphere . 

One  of  the  moft  common  caufes  of  obftrufted  per-  ! 
fpiration,  or  catching  cold,  in  this  country,  is  the 
cnangeablenefs  of  the  weather,  or  ftate  of  the  atmo- 
fphere.  There  is  no  place  where  fuch  changes  hap- 
pen more  frequently  than  in  Great  Britain.  With 
us  the  degrees  of  heat  and  cold  are  not  only  very 
different  in  the  different  feafons  of  the  year,  but  of- 
ten change  almoft  from  one  extreme  to  another  in  a 
few  days,  and  fometimes  even  in  the  courfe  of  one 
day.  That  fuch  changes  moft  affeft  the  ftate  of  the 
perfpiration  is  obvious  to  every  one*. 

The 

* I never  knew  a more  remarkable  inftance  of  the  uncertainty 
of  the  weather  in  this  country,  than  happened  while  I was  Writ- 
ing thefe  notes.  This  morning,  Auguft  14,  1783,  the  thermo- 
meter in  the  (hade  was  down  at  fifty -three  degrees,  and  a very 

few 
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The  bed  method  of  fortifying  the  body  againft 
the  changes  of  the  weather,  is  to  be  abroad  every 
day.  Thofe  who  keep  mod  within  doors  are  moil 
liable  to  catch  cold.  Such  perfons  generally  ren- 
der themfelves  fo  delicate  as  to  feel  even  the  flighted: 
changes  in  the  atmofphere,  and  by  their  pains, 
coughs,  and  oppreflions  of  the  bread,  &c.  they  be- 
come a kind  of  living  barpmeters. 

Wet  Clothes . 

Wet  clothes  not  only  by  their  coldnefs  obdrudt 
the  perfpiration,  but  their  moiflure,  by  b,eing 
abforbed,  or  taken  up  into  the  body,  greatly  in-* 
creafes  the  danger.  The  mod  robud  conditu- 
tion  is  not  proof  againd  the  danger  arifing  from 
wet  clothes ; they  daily  occaflon  fevers,  rheuma- 
tifms,  and  other  fatal  diforders,  even  in  the  young 
and  healthy. 

It  is  impoflible  for  people  who  go  frequently 
abroad  to  avoid  fometimes  being  wet.  But  the 
danger  might  generally  be  leflened,  if  not  wholly 
prevented,  by  changing  their  clothes  foonj  when 
this  cannot  be  done,  they  Ihould  keep  in  motion  till 
they  be  dry.  So  far  are  many  from  taking  this  pre- 
caution, that  they  often  fit  or  lie  down  in  the  fields 
with  their  clothes  wet,  and  frequently  deep  even 
whole  nights  in  this  condition.  The  frequent  in- 
dances which  we  have  of  the  fatal  effects  of  this  con- 
dud,  ought  certainly  to  deter  all  from  being 
guilty  of  it. 

Wet  Feet . 

Even  wet  feet  often  occaflon  fatal  difeafes.  The 
colic,  inflammations  of  the  bread  and  of  the  bowels, 
the  iliac  paflion,  cholera  morbus,  &c.  are  often  ocCa- 

few  days  ago  it  flood  above  eighty.  No  one  who  refledts  on  fuch 
great  and  fudden  changes  in  the  atmofphere,  will  be  furprifed  to 
find  colds,  coughs,  rheums,  with  other  affe&ions  of  the  bread 
and  bowels,  fo  common  in  this  country. 
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fioned  by  wet  feet.  Habit  will,  no  doubt,  render 
this  lefs  dangerous  $ but  it  ought,  as  far  as  poffible, 
to  be  avoided.  The  delicate,  and  thofe  who  are 
not  accuftomed  to  have  their  clothes  or  feet  wet, 
fhould  be  peculiarly  careful  in  this  refpeft. 

Night  Air. 

The  perfpiration  is  often  obftru&ed  by  night  air; 
«ven  in  fummer,  this  ought  to  be  avoided.  The 
dews  which  fall  plentifully  after  the  hotted  day,  make 
the  night  more  dangerous  than  when  the  weather 
is  cool.  Hence,  in  warm  countries,  the  evening 
•dews  are  more  hurtful  than  where  the  climate  is 
more  temperate. 

It  is  very  agreeable  after  a warm  day  to  be 
abroad  in  the  cool  evening;  but  this  is  a pleafureto 
be  avoided  by  all  who  value  their  health.  The  ef- 
fects of  evening  dews  are  gradual  indeed,  and  almoft 
imperceptible ; but  they  are  not  the  lefs  to  be  dread- 
ed: we  would  therefore  advife  travellers,  labourers, 
and  all  who  are  much  heated  by  day,  carefully  to 
avoid  them.  When  the  perfpiration  has  been  great, 
thefe  become  dangerous  in  proportion.  By  not  at- 
tending to  this,  in  flat  marfhy  countries,  where  the 
exhalations  and  dews  are  copious,  labourers  are  often 
feized  with  intermitting  fevers,  quinfeys,  and  other 
dangerous  difeafes. 

Lamp  Beds . 

Beds  become  damp,  either  from  their  not  being 
ufed,  (landing  in  damp  houfes,  or  in  rooms  without 
fire,  or  from  the  linen  not  being  dry  when  laid  on 
the  bed.  Nothing  is  more  to  be  dreaded  by  travel- 
lers  than  damp  beds,  which  are  very  common  in  all 
places  where  fuel  is  fcarce.  When  a traveller,  cold 
and  wet,  arrives  at  an  inn,  he  may  by  means  of  a 
good  fire,  warm  diluting  liquor,  and  a dry  bed, 
ha.ve  the  perfpiration  reftored;  but  if  he  be  put  into 
a cold  room,  and  laid  on  a damp  bed,  it  will  be 

more 
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more  obftru&ed,  and  the  word  confequences  will 
enfue.  Travellers  fkould  avoid  inns  which  are 
noted  for  damp  beds,  as  they  would  a houfe  inferred 
with  the  plague,  as  no  man  however  robuft,  is  proof 
againft  the  danger  arifing  from  them. 

But  inns  are  not  the  only  places  where  damp  beds 
are  to  be  met  with.  Beds  kept  in  private  families 
for  the  reception  of  Grangers  are  often  equally  dan- 
gerous. All  kinds  of  linen  and  bedding,  when  not 
frequently  ufed,  become  damp.  How  then  is  itpof- 
fible  that  beds,  which  are  not  fiept  in  above  two  or 
three  times  a year,  fhould  be  fafe?  Nothing  is  more 
common  than  to  hear  people  complain  of  having 
caught  cold  by  changing  their  bed.  The  reafon  is 
obvious:  were  they  careful  never  to  fleep  in  a bed 
but  what  was  frequently  ufcd,  they  would  feldom 
find  any  ill  confequences  from  a change. 

Nothing  is  more  to  be  dreaded  by  a delicate  per- 
fon  when  on  a vifit,  than  being  laid  in  a bed  which 
is  kept  on  purpofe  for  Grangers.  That  ill-judged 
piece  of  complaifance  becomes  a real  injury.  All 
the  bad  confequences  from  this  quarter. might  eafily 
be  prevented  in  private  families,  by  caufing  their 
fervants  to  deep  in  the  fpare  beds,  and  refi-gn  them 
to  Grangers  when  they  come.  In  inns,  where  the 
beds  are  ufed  aimoft  every  night,  nothing  elfe  is 
neceffary  than  to  keep  the  rooms  well  feafoned 
by  frequent  fires,  and  the  linen  dry. 

That  baneful  cuftom  faid  to  be  pradifed  in  many 
inns,  of  damping  fheets,  and  prefiing  them  in  order 
to  fave  walking,  and  afterwards  laying  them  on  the 
beds,  ought,  when  dilcovered,  to  be  punifhed  with 
the  utmoft  feverity.  It  is  really  a fpecies  of  mur- 
der, and  will  often  prove  as  fatal  as  poifon  or  gun- 
fhot.  Indeed  no  linen,  cfpec-ially  if  it  has  been 
wafhed  in  winter,  ought  to  be  ufed  till  it  has  been 
expofed  for  fome  time  to  the  fire  ; nor  is  this  ope- 
ration lefs  necellary  for  linen  walked  in  fummer, 

K provided 
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provided  it  has  lain  by  for  any  length  of  time. 
This  caution  is  the  more  needful/  as  gentlemen  are 
often  exceedingly  attentive  to  what  they  eat  or  drink 
at  an  inn,  yet  pay  no  regard  to  a circumftance  of 
much  more  importance*. 

Damp  Houfes. 

Damp  houfes  frequently  produce  the  like  ill  con- 
fequences  3 for  this  reafon  thofe  who  build  fhould 
be  careful  to  chufe  a dry  lunation.  A houfe  which 
Hands  on  a damp  marfhy  foil  or  deep  clay,  will 
never  be  thoroughly  dry.  All  houfes,  unlefs  where 
the  ground  is  exceeding  dry,  fhould  have  the  firft 
floor  a little  raifed.  Servants  and  others,  who  are 
obliged  to  live  in  cellars  and  funk  dories,  feidom 
continue  long  in  health:  mafters  ought  furely  to  pay 
fome  regard  to  the  health  of  their  fervants,  as  well 
as  to  their  own. 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  for  people,  merely 
to  avoid  fome  trifling  inconveniency,  to  hazard  their 
lives,  by  inhabiting  a houfe  almod  as  foon  as  the 
mafons,  plalterers,  &c.  have  done  with  it : fuch 
houfes  are  not  only  dangerous  from  their  dampnefs, 
but  likewife  from  the  fmell  of  lime,  paint,  &c. 
The  adhmas,  confumptions,  and  other  difeafes  of 
the  lungs,  fo  incident  to  people  who  work  in  thefe 
articles,  are  fufficient  proofs  of  their  being  unwhole- 
l’o  me. 

Rooms  are  often  rendered  damp  by  an  unfeafon- 
able  piece  of  cleanlinefs ; I mean  the  pernicious 
cudom  of  waffling  them  immediately  before  com- 
pany is  put  into  them.  Mod  people  catch  cold,  if 

* If  a perfon  fufpeds  that  his  bed  is  damp,  the  Ample  precau- 
tion of  taking  off  the  fheets  and  lying  in  the  blankets,  witX  all, 
or  molt  of  his  clothes  on,  will  prevent  all  the  danger.  1 have 
pradifed  this  for  many  years,  and  never  have  been  hurt  by  damp 
beds,  though  no  conftitution,  without  care,  is  proof  againft  their 
baneful  influence. 
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they  fit  but  a very  fhort  time  in  a room  that  has 
been  lately  wafhed  $ the  delicate  ought  carefully  to 
avoid  fuch  a fituation,  and  even  the  robuft  are  not 
always  proof  againft  its  influence*. 

Sudden  Hranfitiom  from  Heat  to  Cold . 

The  perfpiration  is  commonly  obftruded  by  sud- 
den transitions  from  heat  to  cold.  Colds  are 
feldom  caught,  unlefs  when  people  have  been  too 
much  heated.  Heat  rarifles  the  blood,  quickens 
the  circulation,  and  increafes  the  perfpiration ; but 
when  thefe  are  fuddenly  checked,  the  confequences 
muft  be  bad.  It  is  indeed  impoflible  for  labourers 
not  to  be  too  hot  upon  fome  occafions ; but  it  is  ge- 
nerally in  their  power  to  let  themfelves  cool  gradu- 
ally, to  put  on  their  clothes  when  they  leave  of?  work, 
to  make  choice  of  a dry  place  to  reft  themfelves  in, 
and  to  avoid  fleeping  in  the  open  fields.  Thefe  eafy 
rules,  if  obferved,  would  often  prevent  fevers  and 
other  fatal  diforders. 

It  is  very  common  for  people,  when  hot,  to  drink 
freely  of  cold  water,  or  fmail  liquors.  This  con- 
dud  is  extremely  dangerous.  Thirft  indeed  is  hard 
to  bear,  and  the  inclination  to  gratify  that  appe- 
tite frequently  gets  the  better  of  reafon,  and  makes 
us  do  what  our  judgment  difapproves.  Every  pea- 
fant,  however,  knows,  if  his  horfe  be  permitted  to 
drink  his  bellyful  of  cold  water  after  violent  exer- 
cife,  and  be  immediately  put  into  the  ftable,  or 
fuffered  to  remain  at  reft,  that  it  will  kill  him. 
This  they  take  the  utmoft  care  to  prevent.  It  were 
well  if  they  were  equally  attentive  to  their  own 
fafety. 

* People  imagine  if  a good  fire  is  made  in  a room  after 
it  has  been  wafhed,  that  there  is  no  danger  from  fitting  in  it ; 
but  they  muft  give  me  leave  to  fay  that  this  increafes  the 
danger.  The  evaporation  excited  by  the  fire  generates  cold, 
and  renders  the  damp  more  adive. 
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Third  may  be  quenched  many  ways  without  fwal- 
lowing  large  quantities  of  cold  liquor.  The  fields 
afford  variety  of  acid  fruits  and  plants,  the  very 
chewing  of  which  would  abate  third.  Water  kept  in 
the  mouth  for  fome  time,  and  fpit  out  again,  if  fre- 
quently repeated,  will  have  the  fame  effedt.  If  a 
bit  of  bread  be  eaten  along  with  a few  mouthfuls  of 
water,  it  will  both  quench  third  more  effedtually, 
and  make  the  danger  lefs.  When  a perfon  is  ex- 
tremely hot,  a mouthful  of  brandy,  or  other  fpirits, 
if  it  can  be  obtained,  ought  to  be  preferred  to  any 
thing  elfe.  But  if  any  one  has  been  fo  foolifli,  when 
hot,  as  to  drink  freely  of  cold  liquor,  he  ought  to 
continue  his  exercife  at  lead  till  what  he  drank  be 
thoroughly  warmed  upon  his  domach. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  all  the  bad  ef- 
fedts  which  flow  from  drinking  cold  liquors  when 
the  body  is  hot.  Sometimes  this  has  occafioned 
immediate  death.  Hoarfenefs,  quinfeys,  and  fevers 
of  various  kinds,  are  its  common  confequences. 
Neither  is  it  fafe  when  warm  to  eat  freely  of  raw 
fruits,  fallads,  or  the  like.  Thefe  indeed  have  not 
fo  fudden  an  effect  on  the  body  as  cold  liquors,  but 
they  are  notwithdanding  dangerous,  and  ought  to 
be  avoided. 

Sitting  in  a warm  room,  and  drinking  hot  liquors 
till  the  pores  are  quite  open,  and  immediately  going 
into  the  cold  air,  is  extremely  dangerous.  Colds, 
coughs,  and  inflammations  of  the  bread,  are  the 
ufuai  effedts  of  this  condudt:  yet  nothing  is  more 
common  than  for  people,  after  they  have  drank 
warm  liquors  for  feveral  hours,  to  walk  or  ride  a 
number  of  miles  in  the  colded  night,  or  to  ramble 
about  in  the  Areets*. 

People 

* The  tap-rooms  in  London  and  other  great  towns,  where 
fuch  numbers  of  people  fpend  their  evenings,  are  highly  perni- 
cious, The  breath  of  a number  of  people  crowded  into  a low 

apartment, 
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People  are  very  apt,  when  a room  is  hot,  to  throw 
open  a window,  and  to  fit  near  it.  This  is  a moft 
dangerous  pradtice.  Any  perfon  had  better  fit  with- 
out doors  than  in  fuch  a fituation,  as  the  current  of 
air  is  directed  againft  one  particular  part  of  the  body. 
Inflammatory  fevers  and  confumptions  have  often 
been  occafioned  by  fitting  or  Handing  thinly  clothed 
near  an  open  window.  Nor  is  fleeping  with  open 
windows  lefs  to  be  dreaded.  That  ought  never  to 
be  done,  even  in  the  hotteft  feafon,  unlefs  the 
window  is  at  a diftance.  I have  known  mechanics 
frequently  contradl  fatal  difeafes,  by  working  ftript 
at  an  open  window,  and  would  advife  all  of  them 
to  beware  of  fuch  a pradtice. 

Few  things  expofe  people  more  to  catch  cold  than 
keeping  their  own  houfes  too  warm ; fuch  perfons 
may  be  faid  to  live  in  a fort  of  hot- houfes ; they  can 
hardly  ftir  abroad  to  vifit  a neighbour  but  at  the 
hazard  of  their  lives.  Were  there  no  other  reafon 
for  keeping  houfes  moderately  cool,  that  alone  is 
fufficient : but  no  houfe  that  is  too  hot  can  be  whole- 
fome;  heat  deftroys  the  fpring  and  elafticity  of  the 
air,  and  renders  it  lefs  fit  for  expanding  the  lungs, 
and  the  other  purpofes  of  refpiration.  Hence  it  is, 
that  confumptions  and  other  difeafes  of  the  lungs 
prove  fo  fatal  to  people  who  work  in  forges,  glafs- 
houfes,  and  the  like. 

Some  are  even  fo  fool-hardy,  as  to  plunge  them- 
felves  when  hot  in  cold  water.  Not  only  fevers, 
but  madnefs  itfelf,  has  frequently  been  the  effedf  of 
this  condudt.  Indeed  it  looks  too  like  the  adlion 
of  a madman  to  deferve  a ferious  confideration. 

The  refult  of  all  thefe  obfervations  is,  that-every 
one  ought  to  avoid,  with  the  utmoft  attention,  all 


apartment,  with  the  addition  of  fires,  candles,  the  fmoke  of  to- 
bacco, and  the  fumes  of  hot  liquor,  &c.  mull:  not  only  render 
it  hurtful  to  continue  in  fuch  places,. but  dangerous  to  go  out  of 
them  into  a cold  and  chilly  atmofphcre. 

K 2 fudden 
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fudden  tranfitions  from  heat  to  cold,  and  to  keep 
the  body  in  as  uniform  a temperature  as  poffible; 
or  where  that  cannot  be  done,  to  take  care  to  let  it 
cool  gradually. 

People  may  imagine  that  too  drift  an  attention 
to  thefe  things  would  tend  to  render  them  delicate. 
So  far  however  is  this  from  being  my  defign,  that  the 
very  fir  ft  rule  propofed  for  preventing  colds,  is  to 
harden  the  body,  by  enuring  it  daily  to  the  open  air. 

I fhall  put  an  end  to  what  relates  to  this  part  of 
my  lubjeft,  by  giving  an  abftraft  of  the  juftly-cele- 
brated  advice  of  Celfus,  with  refpeft  to  the  prefer- 
vation  of  health.  cc  A man,”  fays  he,  <c  who  is 
cc  blefted  with  good  health,  fhould  confine  himfelf 
cc  to  no  particular  rules,  either  with  refpeft  to  regi- 
€<  men  or  medicine.  He  ought  frequently  to  diver- 
“ fify  his  manner  of  living ; to  be  fometimes  in 
<c  town,  fometimes  in  the  country;  to  hunt,  fail, 
cc  indulge  himfelf  in  reft,  but  more  frequently  to 
<c  ufe  exercife.  He  ought  to  refufe  no  kind  of  food 
“ that  is  commonly  ufed,  but  fometimes  to  eat  more 
cc  and  fometimes  lefs ; fometimes  to  make  one 
<c  at  an  entertainment,  and  fometimes  to  forbear  it; 
cc  to  make  rather  two  meals  a-day  than  one,  and 
<c  always  to  eat  heartily,  provided  he  can  digeft  it. 
<c  He  ought  neither  too  eagerly  to  purfue,  nor  too 
<c  fcrupulouQy  to  avoid,  intercourfe  with  the  fair 
<c  fex  : pleafures  of  this  kind,  rarely  indulged,  ren- 
“*  der  the  body  alert  and  aftive;  but  when  too  fre- 
<c  quently  repeated,  weak  and  languid.  He  fhould 
**  be  careful  in  time  of  health  not  to  deftroy,  by 
“ exceffes  of  any  kind,  that  vigour  of  conftitution 
“ which  fhould  fupport  him  under  ficknefs.” 
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OF  DISEASES. 


CHAP.  XII. 

OF  THE  KNOWLEDGE  AND  CURE  OF  DISEASES. 

The  cure  of  difeafes  does  not  depend  fo 
much  upon  fcientific  principles  as  many  ima- 
gine. It  is  chiefly  the  refult  of  experience  and 
obfervation.  By  attending  the  fick,  and  carefully 
obferving  the  various  occurrences  in  difeafes,  a 
great  degree  of  accuracy  may  be  acquired,  both  in 
diftinguilhing  their  fymptoms,  and  in  the  application 
of  medicines.  Hence  fenfible  nurfes,  and  other 
perfons  who  wait  upon  the  fick,  often  forefee  the 
patients  fate  fooner  than  thofe  who  have  been  bred 
to  phyfic.  We  do  not  however  mean  to  infinuate 
that  a medical  education  is  of  no  ufe:  it  is  doubtiefs 
of  the  greated  importance;  but  it  never  can  fupply 
the  place  of  obfervation  and  experience. 

Every  difeafe  may  be  confidered  as  an  aflem- 
blage  of  fymptoms,  and  mud  be  didinguifhed  by 
thofe  which  are  mod  obvious  and  permanent.  In- 
dead therefore  of  giving  a claflical  arrangement 
of  difeafes,  according  to  the  fydematic  method,  it 
will  be  more  fuitable,  in  a performance  of  this 
nature,  to  give  a full  and  accurate  defcription  of 
each  particular  difeafe  as  it  occurs;  and,  where 
any  of  the  fymptoms  of  one  difeafe  have  a near 
refemblance  to  thofe  of  another,  to  take  notice  of 
that  circumftance,  and  at -the  fame  time  to  point 
t K 4 * . out 
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out  the  peculiar  or  chara&eridic  fymptoms  by  which 
it  may  be  didinguidied.  By  a due  attention  to  thefe, 
the  invedigation  of  difeafes  will  be  found  to  be  a 
lefs  difficult  matter  than  mod  people  would  at  fird 
be  ready  to  imagine. 

A proper  attention  to  the  patient’s  age,  fex,  tem- 
per of  mind,  conftitution,  and  manner  of  life,  will 
likewife  greatly  afiid,  both  in  the  invedigation  and 
treatment  of  difeafes. 

In  childhood  the  fibres  are  lax  and  foft,  the  nerves 
extremely  irritable,  and  the  fluids  thin ; whereas 
in  old  age  the  fibres  are  rigid,  the  nerves  become 
almod  infenfible,  and  many  of  the  veflels  impervi- 
able.  Thefe  and  other  peculiarities  render  the 
difeafes  of  the  young  and  aged  very  different,  and 
of  courfe  they  mud  require  a different  method  of 
treatment. 

Females  are  liable  to  many  difeafes  which  do  not 
afflidl  the  other  fex : befides,  the  nervous  fydem 
being  more  irritable  in  them  than  in  men,  their  dif* 
eafes  require  to  be  treated  with  greater  baution. 
They  are  lefs  able  to  bear  large  evacuations  ; and 
all  dimulating  medicines  ought  to  be  adminidered 
to  them  with  a fparing  hand. 

Particular  conditutions  not  only  difpofe  perfons 
to  peculiar  difeafes,  but  likewife  render  it  neceffary 
to  treat  thefe  difeafes  in  a peculiar  manner.  A de- 
licate perfon,  for  example,  with  weak  nerves,  who 
lives  modly  within  doors,  mud  not  be  treated,  under 
any  difeafe,  precifely  in  the  fame  manner  as  one  who 
is  hardy  and  robud*  and  who  is  much  expofed  to 
the  open  air. 

The  temper  of  mind  ought  to  be  carefully  at- 
tended to  in  difeafes.  Fear,  anxiety,  and  a fretful 
temper,  both  occafion  and  aggravate  difeafes.  In 
vain  do  we  apply  medicines  to  the  body  to  re- 
move maladies  which  proceed  from  the  mind. 
When  it  is  afle6ted,  the  bed  medicine  is  to  footh 

the 
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tl;e  pafllons,  to  divert  the  mind  from  anxious 
thought,  and  to  keep  the  patient  as  eafy  and 
cheerful  as  pofiible. 

Attention  ought  likewife  to  be  paid  to  the  cli- 
mate, or  place  where  the  patient  lives,  the  air  he 
breathes,  his  diet,  &c.  Such  as  live  in  low  marfhy 
fituations  are  fubjedt  to  many  difeafes  which  are 
unknown  to  ihe  inhabitants  of  high  countries. 
Thofe  who  breathe  the  impure  air  of  cities,  have 
many  maladies  to  which  the  more  happy  ruftics  sire 
entire  ftrangers.  Perfons  who  feed  grofsly,  and 
indulge  in  ftrong  liquors,  are  liable  to  difeafes 
which  do  not  affedt  the  temperate  and  abftemi- 
ous,  &c. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  the  different 
occupations  and  fituations  in  life  difpofe  men  to 
peculiar  difeafes-  It  is  therefore  neceffary  to  in- 
quire into  the  patient’s  occupation,  manner  cf  life, 
&c.  This  will  not  only  aflift  us  in  finding  out  the 
difeafe,  but  will  likewife  diredc  us  in  the  treatment 
of  it.  It  would  be  very  imprudent  to  treat  the 
laborious  and  the  fedentary'precifely  in  the  fame 
manner,  even  fuppofing  them  to  labour  under  the 
fame  difeafe. 

It  will  likewife  be  proper  to  inquire,  whether 
the  difeafe  be  conftitutional  or  accidental  ; whether 
it  has  been  of  long  or  fhort  duration ; whether  it 
proceeds  from  any  great  and  fudden  alteration  in 
the  diet,  manner  ofTife,  &c.  The  date  of  the 
patient’s  body,  and  of  the  other  evacuations,  ought 
alfo  to  be  inquired  into;  and  likewife  whether  he 
can  with  eafe  perform  all  the  vital  and  animal  func- 
tions, as  breathing,  digeftion,  &c. 

Laftly,  it  will  be  proper  to  inquire  what  difeafes 
the  patient  has  formerly  been  liable  to,  and  what 
medicines  were  moft  beneficial  to  him;  if  he  has  a 
ftrong  averfion  to  any  particular  drug,  &c. 


As 
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As  many  of  the  indications  of  cure  may  be  an- 
fwered  by  diet  alone,  it  is  always  the  firft  thing  to 
be  attended  to  in  the  treatment  of  difeafes.  Thofe 
who  know  no  better,  imagine  that  every  thing  which 
goes  by  the  name  of  a medicine  poffefies  fome 
wonderful  power  or  fecret  charm,  and  think,  if  the 
patient  fwallows  enough  of  drugs,  that  he  mud  do 
well.  This  midake  has  many  ill  Gonfequences ; it 
makes  people  trud  to  drugs,  and  neglect  their  own 
endeavours;  befides,  it  difcourages  all  attempts  to 
relieve  the  fick  where  medicines  cannot  be  ob- 
tained. 

Medicines  are  no  doubt  ufeful  in  their  places; 
and,  when  adminidered  with  prudence,  they  may 
do  much  good  , but  when  they  are  put  in  place 
of  every  thing  elfe,  or  adminidered  at  random, 
which  is  not  feldom  the  cafe,  they  mud  do  mifchief. 
We  would  therefore  wifh  to  call  the  attention  of 
mankind  from  the  purfuit  of  fecret  medicines,  to 
fuch  things  as  they  are  acquainted  with.  The  pro- 
per regulation  of  thefe  may  often  do  much  good, 
and  there  is  little  danger  of  their  ever  doing  hurt. 

Every  difeaie  weakens  the  digedive  powers.  The 
diet  ought  therefore,  in  all  difeafes,  to  be  light  and 
of  eafy  digedion.  It  would  be  as  prudent  for  aper- 
fon  with  a broken  leg  to  attempt  to  walk,  as  for  one 
in  a fever  to  eat  the  fame  kind  of  food,  and  in  the 
fame  quantity,  as  when  he  was  in  perfetd  health. 
Even  abdinence  alone  will  often  cure  a fever,  efpe- 
cialiy  when  it  has  been  occafioned  by  excefs  in  eat- 
ing or  drinking. 

In  all  fevers  attended  with  inflammation,  as  pleu- 
rifies,  peripneumonies,  &c.  thin  gruels,  wheys, 
watery  infulions  of  mucilaginous  plants,  roots,  &c. 
are  not  only  proper  for  the  patient’s  food,  but  they 
are  likewife  the  bed  medicines  which  can  be  ad- 
minidered. 


In 
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In  fevers  of  a flow,  nervous,  or  putrid  kind,  where 
there  are  no  fymptoms  of  inflammation,  and  where 
the  patient  mud  be  fupported  with  cordials,  that  in- 
tention can  always  be  more  effectually  anfwered  by 
nourifhing  diet  and  generous  wines,  than  by  any  me- 
dicines yet  known. 

Nor  is  a proper  attention  to  diet  of  lefs  import- 
ance in  chronic  than  in  acute  difeafes.  Perfons  af- 
flicted with  low  fpirits,  wind,  weak  nerves,  and 
other  hypochondriacal  affeCtions,  generally  find 
more  benefit  from  the  ufe  of  folid  food  and  ge- 
nerous liquors,  than  from  all  the  cordial  and  car- 
minitive  medicines  which  can  be  adminiftered  to 
them. 

The  fcurvy,  that  mod  obdinate  hnalady,  will 
fooner  yield  to  a proper  vegetable  diet,  than  to 
all  the  boaded  antifcorbutic  remedies  of  thefbops. 

In  confumptions,  when  the  humours  are  vitiated, 
and  the  domach  fo  much  weakened  as  to  be  unable 
to  diged  the  folid  fibres  of  animals,  or  even  to  afli- 
milate  the  juices  of  vegetables,  a diet  confiding 
chiefly  of  milk  will  not  only  fupport  the  patient, 
but  will  often  cure  the  difeafe  after  every  other  me- 
dicine has  failed. 

Nor  is  an  attention  to  other  things  of  lefs  import- 
ance than  to  diet.  The  drange  infatuation  which 
has  long  induced  people  to  Amt  up  the  fick  from  all 
communication  with  the  external  air,  has  done  great 
mifchief.  Not  only  in  fevers,  but  in  many  other 
difeafes,  the  patient  will  receive  more  benefit 
from  having  the  frefli  air  prudently  admitted  into 
his  chamber,  than  from  ail  the  medicines  which  can 
be  given  him. 

Exercife  may  likewife  in  many  cafes  be  eonfi- 
dered  as  a medicine.  Sailing,  or  riding  on  horfe- 
back,  for  example,  will  be  of  more  fervice  in  the 
cure  of  confumptions,  glandular  obdru&ions,  &c. 
than  any  medicine  yet  known.  In  difeafes  which 
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proceed  from  a relaxed  (late  of  the  folids,  the  cold 
bath,  and  other  parts  of  the  gymnadic  regimen,  will 
be  found  equally  beneficial. 

Few  things  are  of  greater  importance  in  the  cure 
of  difeafes  than  cleanlinefs.  When  a patient  is  fuf- 
fered  to  lie  in  dirty  clothes,  whatever  perfpires  from 
his  body  is  again  reforbed,  or  taken  up  into  it,  which 
ferves  to  nourifli  the  difeafe  and  increafe  the  danger. 
Many  difeafes  may  be  cured  by  cleanlinefs  alone; 
mod  of  them  may  be  mitigated  by  it,  and  in  all  of  j 
them  it  is  highly  neceflary  both  for  the  patient  and 
thole  who  attend  him. 

Many  other  obfervations,  were  it  neceflary,  might 
be  adduced  to  prove  the  importance  of  a proper  re- 
gimen in  difeafes.  Regimen  will  often  cure  difeafes 
without  medicine,  but  medicine  will  feldom  fucceed 
where  a proper  regimen  is  negle&ed.  For  thisrea- 
fon,  in  the  treatment  ,of  difeafes,  we  have  always 
given  the  fird  place  to  regimen.  Thofe  who  are 
ignorant  of  medicine  may  confine  themfelves  to  it 
only.  For  others  who  have  more  knowledge,  we 
have  recommended  fome  of  the  mod  fimple  but  ap- 
proved forms  of  medicine  in  every  difeafe.  Thefe 
however  are  never  to  be  adminidered  but  by  people 
of  better  underdanding;  nor  even  by  them  without 
the  greated  precaution. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

OF  FEVERS  IN  GENERAL. 


As 


more  than  one  half  of  mankind  is  faid  to 
perifh  by  fevers,  it  is  of  importance  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  their  caufes.  The  mod  general 
caufes  of  fevers  are,  infeftion,  errors  in  diet , un- 

wholefime 
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wholefome  air,  violent  emotions  of  the  mind , excefs  or 
fuppreffiion  of  ufual  evacuations,  external  or  internal 
injuries,  and  extreme  degrees  of  heat  or  cold . As 
mod  of  thefe  have  already  been  treated  of  at  con- 
fiderable  length,  and  their  effects  fliewn,  we  (hall 
not  now  refume  the  conflderation  of  them,  but  (hall 
only  recommend  it  to  all,  as  they  would  wifh  to  avoid 
fevers  and  other  fatal  difeafes,  to  pay  the  molt  punc- 
tual attention  to  thefe  articles. 

Fevers  are  not  only  the  moll  frequent  of  all  dif- 
eafes, but  they  are  likewife  the  mod  complex.  Ia 
the  molt  Ample  fpecies  of  fever  there  is  always  a 
combination  of  feveral  different  fymptoms.  The 
diftinguifhing  fyrnptoms  of  fever  are,  increafed  heat , 
frequency  of  pulfe,  lofs  of  appetite , general  debility, 
pain  in  the  head , and  a difficulty  in  performing  fome 
of  the  vital  or  animal  fimffiions.  The  other  fymp- 
toms ufually  attendant  on  fevers  are,  naufea,  third:, 
anxiety,  delirium,  wearinefs,  waiting  of  the  fidh, 
w,ant  of  deep,  or  the  deep  difturbed  and  not  re- 
frefhing. 

When  the  fever  comes  on  gradually,  the  patient 
generally  complains  firft  of  languor  or  liftleffnefs, 
forenefs  of  the  fldh,  or  the  bones,  as  the  country 
people  exprefs  it,  heavinefs  of  the  head,  lofs  of  ap- 
petite, ficknefs,  with  clamminefs  of  the  mouth-;  after 
fome  time  come  on  excedive  heat,  violent  third, 
reftlefinefs,  <kc. 

When  the  fever  attacks  fuddenly,  it  always  be- 
gins with  an  uneafy  fenfation  of  excelfive  cold,  ac- 
companied with  debility  and  lofs  of  appetite;  fre- 
quently the  cold  is  attended  with  diivering,  op- 
preflion  about  the  heart,  and  ficknefs  at  ftomach, 
or  vomitincr. 

T-«  tj 

Fevers  are  divided  into  continual,  remitting,  in- 
termitting, and  fuch  as  are  attended  with  cutane- 
ous eruption  or  topical  inflammation,  as  the  fmali- 
pox,  eryfipelas,  &c.  By  a continual  fever  is  meant 

that 


i4*  OF  FEVERS  IN  GENERAL. 

that  which  never  leaves  the  patient  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  difeafe,  or  which  fhews  no  remarkable 
’ncreafe  or  abatement  in  the  fymptoms.  This  kind 
of  fever  is  likewife  divided  into  acute,  flow,  and 
malignant.  The  fever  is  called  acute  when  its  pro- 
grefs  is  quick,  and  the  fymptoms  violent ; but  when 
thefe  are  more  gentle,  it  is  generally  denominated 
Jlow . When  livid  or  petechial  fpots  fhew  a putrid 
ftate  of  the  humours,  the  fever  is  called  malignant , 
putrid,  or  petechial. 

A remitting  fever  differs  from  a continual  only 
in  a degree.  It  has  frequent  increafes  and  decreafes, 
or  exacerbations  and  remiffions,  but  never  wholly 
leaves  the  patient  during  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe. 
Intermitting  fevers  or  agues  are  thofe  which,  du- 
ring the  time  that  the  patient  may  be  faid  to  be  ill, 
have  evident  intervals  or  remiffions  of  the  fymp- 
toms. 

As  a fever  is  only  an  effort  of  Nature  to  freeher- 
felf  from  an  offending  caufe,  it  is  the  bufinefs  of 
thofe  who  have  the  care  of  the  fick  to  obferve  with 
diligence  which  way  Nature  points,  and  to  endea- 
vour to  affift  her  operations.  Our  bodies  are  fo 
framed,  as  to  have  a conftant  tendency  to  expel  or 
throw  off  whatever  is  injurious  to  health.  This  is 
generally  done  by  urine,  fweat,  flool,  expectoration, 
vomit,  or  fome  other  evacuation. 

There  is  reafon  to  believe,  if  the  efforts  of 
Nature,  at  the  beginning  of  a fever,  were  duly 
attended  to  and  promoted,  it  would  feldom  con- 
tinue long;  but  when  her  attempts  are  either  ne- 
gledted  or  counteracted,  it  is  no  wonder  if  the 
difeafe  proves  fatal.  There  are  daily  inftances 
of  perfons  who,  after  catching  cold,  have  all  the 
fymptoms  of  a beginning  fever;  but  by  keeping 
warm,  drinking  diluting  liquors,  bathing  their 
feet  in  warm  water,  &c.  the  fymptoms  in  a few 
hours  difappear,  and  the  danger  is  prevented. 
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When  fevers  of  a putrid  kind  threaten,  the  belt 
method  of  obviating  their  effe&s  is  by  repeated 
vomits. 

Our  defign  is  not  to  enter  into  a critical  inquiry 
into  the  nature  and  immediate  caufes  of  fevers, 
but  to  mark  their  mod  obvious  fymptoms,  and  to 
point  out  the  proper  treatment  of  the  patient  with 
refpedt  to  his  diet,  drink,  air,  &c.  in  the  different 
ftages  of  the  difeafe.  In  thefe  articles  the  inclina- 
tions of  the  patient  will  in  a great  meafure  diredt 
our  condudh 

Almod  every  perfon  in  a fever  complains  of  great 
third,  and  calls  out  for  drink,  efpecially  of  a cool- 
ing nature.  This  at  once  points  out  the  ufe  of 
water , and  other  cooling  liquors.  What  is  fo  likely 
to  abate  the  heat,  attenuate  the  humours,  remove 
fpafms  and  obdrudtions,  promote  perfpira.tion,  in- 
creafe  the  quantity  of  urine,  and  in  fhort  produce 
every  falutary  effedt  in  an  ardent  or  inflammatory 
fever,  as  drinking  plentifully  of  water,  thin  gruel, 
or  any  other  weak  liquor,  of  which  water  is  the 
bafis?  The  necefluy  of  diluting  liquors  is  pointed 
out  by  the  dry  tongue;  the  parched  fkin,  and  the 
burning  heat,  as  well  as  by  the  unquenchable  third 
of  the  patient. 

Many  cooling  liquors,  which  are  extremely  grate- 
ful to  patients  in  a fever,  may  be  prepared  from 
fruits,  as  decodlions  of  tamarinds,  apple  tea,  orange 
whey,  and  the  like.  Mucilaginous  liquors  might 
alfo  be  prepared  from  marfhmallow  roots,  linfeed, 
lime-tree  buds,  and  other  mild  vegetables.  Thefe 
liquors,  efpecially  when  acidulated,  are  highly 
agreeable  to  the  patient,  and  fliould  never  be 
denied  him. 

At  the  beginning  of  a fever  the  patient  gene- 
rally complains  of  great  laflitude  or  wearinefs,  and 
has  no  inclination  to  move.  This  evidently  fhews 
the  propriety  of  keeping  him  eafy,  and  if  poflible 

in 
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in  bed.  Lying  in  bed  relaxes  the  fpafms,  abates 
the  violence  of  the  circulation,  and  gives  Nature 
an  opportunity  of  exerting  all  her  force  to  over- 
come the  difeafe.  The  bed  alone  would  often  re- 
move a fever  at  the  beginning;  but  when  the  pa- 
tient druggies  with  the  difeafe,  inftead  of  driving 
it  off,  he  only  fixes  it  the  deeper,  and  renders  it 
more  dangerous.  This  obfervation  is  too  often 
verified  in  travellers,  who  happen  when  on  a journey 
to  be  feized  with  a fever.  Their  anxiety  to  get 
home  induces  them  to  travel  with  the  fever  upon 
them,  which  condudt  feldom  fails  to  render  it 
fatal. 

In  fevers  the  mind  as  well  as  the  body  fhould  be 
kept  eafy.  Company  is  feldom  agreeable  to  the 
fick.  Indeed  every  thing  that  difturbs  the  imagi- 
nation increafes  the  difeafe ; for  which  reafon  every 
perfon  in  a fever  ought  to  be  kept  perfectly  quiet, 
and  neither  allowed  to  fee  nor  hear  any  thing  that 
may  in  the  lead  affedt  or  difcompofe  his  mind. 

Though  the  patient  in  a fever  has  the  greated  in- 
clination for  drink,  yet  he  feldom  has  any  appetite 
for  folid  food;  hence  the  impropriety  of  urging 
him  to  take  victuals  is  evident.  Much  folid  food 
in  a fever  is  every  way  hurtful.  It  opprefies  nature, 
and,  infiead  of  nourifhing  the  patient,  ferves  only 
to  feed  the  difeafe.  What  food  the  patient  takes 
fhould  be  in  fmall  quantity,  light,  arid  of  eafy 
digedion.  It  ought  to  be  chiefly  of  the  vege- 
table kind,  as  panada,  roaded  apples,  gruels,  and 
fuch  like. 

Poor  people,  when  any  of  their  family  are  taken 
ill,  run  directly  to  their  rich  neighbours  for  cor- 
dials, and  pour  wine,  fpirits,  &c.  into  the  patient, 
who  perhaps  never  had  been  accultomed  to  take 
fuch  liquors  when  in  health.  If  there  be  any  de«= 
gree  of  fever,  this  condudt  mud  increafe  it,  and  if 
there  be  none,  this  is  the  ready  way  to  raife  one. 

9 i Stuffing 
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Stuffing  the  patient  with  fweatmeats  and  other  de- 
licacies is  likewife  very  pernicious.  Thefe  are  al- 
ways harder  to  digeff  than  common  food,  and  can- 
not fail  to  hurt  the  flomach. 

Nothing  is  more  defired  by  a patient  in  a fever 
than  frefh  air.  It  not  only  removes  his  anxiety, 
but  cools  the  blood,  revives  the  fpirits,  and  proves 
every  way  beneficial.  Many  patients  are  in  a man- 
ner (lifted  to  death  in  fevers  for  want  of  frefh  air* 
yet  fuch  is  the  unaccountable  infatuation  of  moft 
people,  that  the  moment  they  think  a perfon  in  a 
fever,  they  imagine  he  fliould  be  kept  in  a clofe 
chamber,  into  which  not  one  particle  of  frefh  air 
muft  be  admitted.  Inflead  of  this,  there  ought  to  be 
a conflant  ftream  of  frefh  air  into  a fick  perfon’s 
chamber,  fo  as  to  keep  it  moderately  cool.  Indeed 
its  degree  of  warmth  ought  never  to  be  greater  than 
is  agreeable  to  one  in  perfedl  health. 

Nothing  fpoils  the  air  of  a fick  perfon’s  chamber, 
or  hurts  the  patient  more,  than  a number  of  people 
breathing  in  it.  When  the  blood  is  inflamed,  or 
the  humours  in  a putrid  (late,  air  that  ha's  been 
breathed  repeatedly  will  greatly  increafe  the  difeafe. 
Such  air  not  only  lofes  its  fpring,  and  becomes  un- 
fit for  the  purpofe  of  refpiration,  but  acquires  a 
noxious  quality,  which  renders  it  in  a manner  poi- 
fonous  to  the  fick. 

In  fevers,  when  the  patient’s  fpirits  are  low  and 
deprefted,  he  is  not  only  to  be  fupporred  with  cor- 
dials, but  every  method  fhould  be  taken  to  cheer 
and  comfort  his  mind.  Many,  from  a miflaken 
zeal,  when  they  think  a perfon  in  danger,  inflead 
of  folacing  his  mind  with  the  hopes  and  confola- 
tions  of  religion,  fright  him  with  the  views  of  hell 
and  damnation.  It  would  be  unfuitable  here  to 
dwell  upon  the  impropriety  and  dangerous  confe- 
quences  of  this  conduct  5 it  often  hurts  the  body, 
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and  there  is  reafon  to  believe  feldom  benefits  the 
foul. 

Among  common  people,  the  very  name  of  a 
fever  generally  fuggefls  the  neceffity  of  bleeding. 
This  notion  feems  to  have  taken  its  rife  from  moft 
fevers  in  this  country  having  been  formerly  of  an 
inflammatory  nature;  but  true  inflammatory  fevers 
are  now  feldom  to  be  met  with.  Sedentary  occu- 
pations, and  a different  manner  of  living,  Rave  fo 
changed  the  (late  of  difeafes  in  Britain,  that  there 
is  now  hardly  one  fever  in  .ten  where  the  lancet  is 
neceffary’.  In  moil  low,  nervous,  and  putrid  fevers, 
which  are  nowfo  common,  bleeding  is  really  hurtful, 
as  it  weakens  the  patient,  finks  his  fpirits,  &c.  We 
would  recommend  this  general  rule,  never  to  bleed 
at  the  beginning  of  a fever,  unlefs  there  be  evident 
figns  of  inflammation.  Bleeding  is  an  excellent 
medicine  when  neceffary,  but  fliouid  never  be  wan- 
tonly performed. 

It  is  likewife  a common  notion,  that  fweating  is 
always  neceffary  in  the  beginning  of  a fever.  When 
the  fever  proceeds  from  an  obflruded  perfpiration, 
this  notion  is  not  ill-founded.  If  the  patient  only 
lies  in  bed,  bathes  his  feet  and  legs  in  warm  water, 
and  drinks  freely  of  warm  water-gruel,  or  any  other 
weak  diluting  liquor,  he  will  feldom  fail  to  perfpire 
freely.  The  warmth  of  the  bed,  and  the  diluting 
drink,  will  relax  the  univerfal  fpafm,  which  generally 
affedts  the  fkin  at  the  beginning  of  a fever;  it  will 
open  the  pores,  and  promote  the  perfpiration,  by 
means  of  which  the  fever  may  often  be  carried  off. 
But  inflead  of  this,  the  common  practice  is  to  heap 
clothes  upon  the  patient,  and  to  give  him  things  of 
a hot  nature,  as  fpirits,  fpieeries,.  &c.  which  fire  his 
blood,  increafe  the  fpafms,  and  render  the  difeafe 
more  dangerous. 

In  ail  fevers  a proper  attention  fhould  be  paid  to 
the  patient’s  longings.  Tbefe  are  the  calls  of  Na- 
ture, 
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ture,  and  often  point  out  what  may  be  of  real  ufe. 
Patients  are  not  indeed  to  be  indulged  in  every  thing 
that  the  fickly  appetite  may  crave;  but  it  is  generally 
right  to  let  them  have  a little  of  what  they  eagerly 
defire,  though  it  may  not  feem  altogether  proper. 
What  the  patient  longs  for,  his  ftomach  will  ge- 
nerally digeft;  and  fuch  things  have  fometimes  a 
very  happy  effedt. 

When  a patient  is  recovering  from  a fever,  great 
care  is  neceffary  to  prevent  a relapfe.  Many  per- 
fons,  by  too  foon  imagining  themfelves  well,  have 
loft  their  lives,  or  contradled  other  difeafes  of  an 
obftinate  nature.  As  the  body  after  a fever  is  weak 
and  delicate,  it  is  neceffary  to  guard  againft  catching 
cold.  Moderate  exercife  in  the  open  air  will  be  of 
ufe,  but  great  fatigue  is  by  all  means  to  be  avoided ; 
agreeable  company  will  alfo  have  a good  effedt.  The 
diet  muft  be  light,  but  nourifhing.  It  Ihould  be 
taken  frequently,  but  in  fmall  quantities.  It  is 
dangerous  at  fuch  a time  to  eat  as  much  as  the  fto- 
mach may  crave. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

OF  INTERMITTING  FEVERS,  OR 
AGUES. 

TNTERMITTING  fevers  afford  the  beft  oppor- 
A tunity  both  of  obferving  the  nature  of  a fever, 
and  alfo  the  effedts  of  medicine.  No  perfon  can 
be  at  a lofs  to  diftinguifh  an  intermitting  fever  from 
any  other,  and  the  proper  medicine  for  it  is  now 
almoft  univerfallv  known. 
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The  feveral  kinds  of  intermitting  fevers  take  their 
names  from  the  period  in  which  the  fit  returns,  as 
quotidian,  tertian,  quartan,  &c. 

CAUSES* Agues  are  occafioned  by  efflu- 

via from  putrid  ftagnating  water.  This  is  evident 
from  their  abounding  in  rainy  feafons,  and  being 
mod  frequent  in  countries  where  the  foil  is  marfhy, 
as  in  Holland,  the  Fens  of  Cambridgefhire,  the 
Hundreds  of  Eflex,  See.  This  difeafe  may  alfo 
be  occafioned  by  eating  too  much  ftone  fruit,  by 
a poor  watery  diet,  damp  houfes,  evening  dews, 
lying  upon  the  damp  ground,  watching,  fatigue, 
deprefflng  pafflons,  and  the  like.  When  the  inha- 
bitants of  a high  country  remove  to  a low  one,  they 
are  generally  feized  with  intermitting  fevers,  and 
to  fuch  the  difeafe  is  moft  apt  to  prove  fatal. 
In  a word,  whatever  relaxes  the  folids,  diminifhes 
the  perfpiration,  or  obftru&s  the  circulation  in 
the  capillary  or  fmall  veffels,  dilpofes  the  body  to 
agues. 

SYMPTOMS. An  intermitting  fever  gene- 

rally begins  with  a pain  of  the  head  and  loins,  wea- 
rinefs  of  the  limbs,  coldnefs  of  the  extremities, 
flretching,  yawning,  with  fometimes  great  fickriefs 
and  vomiting;  to  which  fucceed  fhivering  and  vio- 
lent fhaking.  Afterwards  the  fkin  becomes  moift, 
and  a profufe  fweat  breaks  out,  which  generally  ter- 
minates the  fit  or  paroxyfm.  Sometimes  indeed  the 
difeafe  comes  on  fuddeniy,  when  the  perfon  thinks 
himfelf  in  perfect  health;  but  it  is  more  commonly 
preceded  by  liftleiTnefs,  lofs  of  appetite,  and  the 
Symptoms  mentioned  above. 

REGIMEN.- While  the  fit  continues,  the 

patient  ought  to  drink  freely  of  water-gruel,  orange- 
whey,  weak  camomile  tea;  or,  if  his  fpirits  be  low, 
fmall  wine-whey,  fharpened  with  the  juice  of 
kmon.  All  his  drink  Ihould  be  warm,  as  that 

will 
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will  aftift  in  bringing  on  the  fweat,  and  confequent- 
ly  Ihorten  the  paroxyfm  *. 

Between  the  paroxyfms  the  patient  muft  be  fup- 
ported  with  food  that  is  nourifhing,  but  light  and 
eafy  of  digeftion,  as  veal  or  chicken  broths,  fago, 
gruel  with  a little  wine,  light  puddings,  and  fuch 
like.  His  drink  may  be  fmall  negus,  acidulated 
with  the  juice  of  lemon  or  oranges,  and  fometimes 
a little  weak  punch.  He  may  likewife  drink  infu- 
fions  of  bitter  herbs,  as  camomile,  wormwood,  or 
water-trefoil,  and  may  now  and  then  take  a glafs 
of  fmall  wine,  in  which  gentian  root,  centaury,  or 
fome  other  bitter,  has  been  infufed. 

As  the  chief  intentions  of  cure  in  an  ague  are  to 
brace  the  folids,  and  promote  perfpiration,  the  pa- 
tient ought  to  take  as  much  exercife  between  the 
fits  as  he  can  bear.  If  he  be  able  to  go  abroad, 
riding  on  horfeback,  or  in  a carriage,  will  he  of 
great  fervice.  But  if  he  cannot  bear  that  kind  of 
exercife,  he  ought  to  take  ,?.ch  as  his  ftrength  will 
permit.  Nothing  tends  more  to  prolong  an  inter- 
mitting fever,  than  indulging  a lazy  indolent  dil- 
pofuion.  • 

Intermitting  fevers,  under  a proper  regimen,  will 
often  go  off  without  medicine;  and  when  the  dif- 
eafe  is  mild,  in  an  open  dry  country,  there  is  fel- 
dom  any  danger  from  allowing  it  to  take  its  courfe; 
but  when  the  patient’s  ftrength  feems  to  decline, 
or  the  paroxyfms  are  fo  violent  that  his  life  is  in 
danger,  medicine  ought  immediately  to  be  admi- 
niftered.  This  however  (hould  never  be  done 
till  the  difeafe  be  properly  formed,  that  is  to  fay, 

* Dr.  Lind  fays,  that  twenty  or  twenty-five  drops  of  laudanum 
put  into  a cup  of  the  patient’s  drink,  and  given  about  half  an 
hour  after  the  commencement  of  the  hot  fit,  promotes  the  fweat, 
fh  or  tens  the  fit,  relieves  the  head,  and  tends  greatly  to  remove 
the  difeafe. 
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till  the  patient  has  had  feveral  fits  of  fhaking  and 
fweating. 

MEDICINE.— The  firfi  thing  to  be  done  in 
the  cure  of  an'intermitting  fever,  is  to  cleanfe  the 
ftomach  and  bowels.  This  not  only  renders  the 
application  of  other  medicines  more  fafe,  but  like- 
wile  more  efficacious.  In  this  difeafe,  the  ftomach 
Is  generally  loaded  with  cold  vifcid  phlegm,  and 
frequently  great  quantities  of  bile  are  difcharged 
by  vomit;  which  plainly  points  out  the  neceffity 
of  fuch  evacuations.  Vomits  are  therefore  to  be 
adminiftered  before  the  patient  takes  any  other 
medicine.  A dofe  of  ipecacuanha  will  generally 
anfwer  this  purpofe  very  well.  A fcruple  or  half 
a dram  of  the  powder  will  be  fufficient  for  an  adult, 
and  for  a younger  perfon  the  dofe  mu  ft  be  lefs  in 
proportion.  After  the  vomit  begins  to  operate, 
the  patient  ought  to  drink  plentifully  of  weak  ca- 
momile-tea. The  vomit  fhould  be  taken  two  or 
three  hours  before  the  return  of  the  fir,  and  may  be 
repeated  at  the  difiance  of  two  or  three  days. 
Vomits  not  only  cleanfe  the  fiomach,  but  increafe 
the  perfpiration,  and  all  the  other  fecretions,  which 
render  them  of  fuch  importance,  that  they  often  cure 
intermitting  fevers  without  the  affiftance  of  any 
other  medicine. 

Purging  medicines  are  likewife  ufeful  and  often 
neceffary  in  intermitting  fevers.  A fmart  purge 
has  been  known  to  cure  an  obfiinate  ague,  after  the 
Peruvian  bark  and  other  medicines  had  been  ufed 
in  vain.  Vomits  however  are  more  fuitable  in  this 
difeafe,  and  render  purging  lefs  necefifary;  but  if 
the  patient  be  afraid  to  take  a vomit,  he  ought  in 
this  cafe  to  cleanfe  the  bowels  by  a dofe  or  two  of 
Glauber’s  fait,  jalap,  or  rhubarb. 

Bleeding  may  fometimes  be  proper  at  the  begin- 
pjng  of  an  intermitting  fever,  when  exceffive  hear, 

a de- 
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a delirium*  &c.  give  reafon  to  fufpedt  an  inflam- 
mation; but  as  the  blood  is  feldom  in  an  inflam- 
matory ftate  in  intermitting  fevers,  this  operation 
is  rarely  neceiTary.  When  frequently  repeated,  it 
tends  to  prolong  the  dileafe. 

After  proper  evacuations  the  patient  may  fafely 
ufe  the  Peruvian  bark,  which  may  be  taken  in  any 
way  that  is  moft  agreeable  to  him.  No  prepa- 
ration of  the  bark  feems  to  anfwer  better  than  the 
moft  Ample  form  in  which  it  can  be  given,  viz.  in 

Two  ounces  of  the  bed  Peruvian  bark,  finely 
powdered,  may  be  divided  into  twenty-four  dofes. 
Thefe  may  either  be  made  into  Deludes  as  they  are 
ufed,  with  a little  fyrup  of  lemon,  or  mixed  in  a 
glafs  of  red  wine,  a cup  of  camomile-tea,  water- 
gruel,  or  anymther  drink  that  is  more  agreeable  to 
the  patient*. 

In  an  ague  which  returns  every  day,  one  of  the 
above  dofes  may  be  taken  every  two  hours  during 
the  interval  of  the  fits.  By  this  method  the  pati- 
ent will  be  able  to  take  five  or  fix  dofes  between 
each  paroxyfm.  In  a tertian  or  third-day  ague  it 
will  be  fufficient  to  take  a dofe  every  third  hour  du- 
ring the  interval,  and  in  a quartan  every  fourth. 
If  the  patient  cannot  take  fo  large  a dole  of  the 
bark,  he  may  divide  each  of  the  powders  into  two 
parts,  and  take  one  every  hour,  &c.  For  a young 
perfon  a fmaller  quantity  of  this  medicine  will  be 
fufficient,  and  the  dofe  mud  be  adapted  to  the  age, 
conditution,  and  violence  of  the  fymptomsf. 

The 

i 

* It  has  lately  been  obferved,  that  the  red  bark  is  more  powerful 
than  that  which  has  for  fome  time  been  in  common  ufe.  Its  fu- 
perior  efficacy  feems  to  arife  from  its  being  of  a more  perfefl  growth 
than  the  quill  bark,  and  confequently  more  fully  impregnated 
with  the  medical  properties  of  the  plant. 

f In  intermitting  fevers  of  an  oBllinate  nature,  I have  found 
it  neceffary  to  throw  in  the  baik  much  fafter.  Indeed  the  be- 
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The  above  quantity  of  bark  will  frequently  cure 
an  ague;  the  patient,  however,  ought  not  to  leave 
off  taking  the  medicine  as  foon  as  the  paroxyfms 
are  (lopped,  but  fhould  continue  to  ufe  it  till  there 
is  reafon  to  believe  the  difeafe  is  entirely  overcome. 
Mod  of  the  failures  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe  are 
owing  to  patients  not  continuing  to  ufe  the  medjcine 
long  enough.  They  are  generally  directed  to  take 
it  till  the  fits  are  flopped,  then  to  leave  it  off,  and 
begin  again  at  fome  ditlance  of  time;  by  which 
means  the  difeafe  gathers  flrength,  and  often  returns 
with  as  much  violence  as  before.  A relapfe  may 
always  be  prevented  by  the  patient’s  continuing  to 
take  final!  dofes  of  the  medicine  for  fome  time  after 
the  fymptoms  difappear.  This  is  both  the  mod  fife 
and  effectual  method  of  cure. 

An  ounce  of  gentian  root,  calamus  aromaticus, 
and  orange-peel,  of  each  half  an  ounce,  with  three 
or  four  handfuls  of  camomile  flowers,  and  an  hand- 
ful of  coriander-feed,  all  bruifed  together  in  a mor- 
tar, may  be  ufed  in  form  of  infufion  or  tea.  About 
half  an  handful  of  thefe  ingredients  may  be  put  into 
a tea-pot,  and  an  Englifh  pint  of  boiling  water 
poured  on  them.  A cup  of  this  infufion  drank  three 
or  four  times  a day  will  greatly  promote  the  cure. 
Such  patients  as  cannot  drink  the  watery  infufion, 
may  put  two  handfuls  of  the  fame  ingredients  into  a 
bottle  of  white  wine,  and  take  a glafs  of  it  twice  or 
thrice  a day.  If  patients  drink  freely  of  the  above, 
or  any  other  proper  infufion  of  bitters,  a fmaller 

nefits  ariflng  from  this  medicine  depend  chiefly  upon  a large  quar  - 
tity  of  it  being  adminifiered  in  a fhort  time.  Several  ounces  of 
bark  given  in  a few  days  will  do  more  than  as  many  pounds 
taken  in  the  courfe  of  fome  weeks.  When  this  medicine  is  in- 
tended either  to  flop  a mortification,  or  cure  an  obflinaie  ague, 
it  ought  to  be  thrown  in  as  fall  as  the  ftomach  can  poffibly  bear 
it.  Inattention  to  this  circumftance  has  hurt  the  reputation  of 
one  of  the  befi;  medicines  of  which  we  are  in  pofleffion. 

quantity 
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quantity  of  bark  than  is  generally  ufed  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  cure  an  ague*'. 

Thofewho  cannot  fwallow  the  bark  in  fubdance, 
may  take  it  in  deco&ion  or  infufion.  An  ounce  of 
bark  in  powder  may  be  infufed  in  a bottle  of  white 
wine  for  four  or  five  days*  frequently  fliaking  the 
bottle,  afterwards  let  the  powder  fubfide,  and  pour 
off  the  clear  liquor.  A wine  glafs  may  be  drank 
three  or  four  times  a day,  or  oftener,  as  there  is  oc- 
cafion.  If  a deco&ion  be  more  agreeable,  an  ounce 
of  the  bark,  and  two  drams  of  fnake-root  bruifed, 
with  an  equal  quantity  of  fait  of  wormwood, 
may  be  boiled  in  a quart  of  water,  into  an  Engliffi 
pint.  To  the  drained  liquor  may  be  added  an 
equal  quantity  of  red  wine,  and  a glafs  of  it  taken 
frequently. 

In  obdinate  agues,  the  bark  will  be  found  much 
more  efficacious  when  affided  by  brandy,  or  other 
warm  cordials,  than  taken  alone.  This  I have  had 
frequently  occafion'to  obferve  in  a country  where 
intermittent  fevers  were  endemical.  The  bark  fel- 
domfucceeded  unlefs  affided  by  fnake-root,  ginger, 
canella  alba,  or  fome  other  warm  aromatic.  When 
the  fits  are  very  frequent  and  violent,  in  which  cafe 
the  fever  often  approaches  towards  an  inflammatory 
nature,  it  will  be  fafer  to  keep  out  the  aromatics, 
and  to  add  fait  of  tartar  in  their  dead.  But  in  an 
obdinate  tertian  or  quartan,  in  the  end  of  autumn 

* There  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  fundry  of  our  own  plants  or 
barks,  which  are  very  bitter  and  aftringent,  would  fucceed  in  the 
cure  of  intermittent  fevers,  efpecially  when  aflifted  by  aromatics. 
But  as  the  Peruvian  bark  has  been  long  approved  in  the  cure  of 
this  difeafe,  and  is  now  to  be  obtained  at  a very  reafon  able  rate, 
it  is  of  lefs  importance  to  fearch  after  new  medicines.  We  cannot 
however  omit  taking  notice,  that  the  Peruvian  bark  is  very  often 
adulterated,  and  that  it  requires  confiderable  fkill  to  diftinguifli 
between  the  genuine  and  the  falfe.  This  ought  to  make  people 
very  cautious  of  whom  they  purchafe  it. 


or 
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or  beginning  of  winter,  warm  and  cordial  medicines 
are  ablolutely  necedary*. 

As  autumnal  and  winter  agues  generally  prove 
much  more  obdinate  than  thofe  which  attack  the 
patient  in  fpring  or  fummer,  it  will  be  necefiary  to 
continue  the  ufe  of  medicines  longer  in  the  former 
than  in  the  latter.  A perfon  who  is  feized  with  an 
Intermitting  fever  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  ought 
frequently,  if  the  feafon  proves  rainy,  to  take  a little 
medicine,  although  the  difeafe  may  fcem  to  be 
cured,  to  prevent  a relapfe*  till  the  return  of  the 
warm  feafon.  He  ought  likewife  to  take  care  not 
to  be  much  abroad  in  wet  weather,  eipecially  in 
cold  eaderly  winds. 

When  agues  are  not  properly  cured,  they  often 
degenerate  into  obdinate  chronical  difeafes,  as  the 
dropfv,-  jaundice,  &c.  For  this  reafon  all  poffible 
care  fhould  be  taken  to  have  them  radically  cured, 
before  the  conditution  has  been  too  much  weakened. 

Though  nothing  is  more  rational  than  the  method 

O O 

of  treating  intermitting  fevers,  yet,  by  fome  ftrange 
infatuation,  more  charms  and  whimfical  remedies 
are  daily  ufed  for  removing  this  than  any  other 
difeafe.  There  is  hardly  an  old  woman  who  is  not 
in  poffeffion  of  a noftrum  for  flopping  an  ague; 
and  it  is  amazing  with  what' readinefs  their  preten- 
flons  are  believed.  Thofe  in  diftrefs  eagerly  grafp 
at  any  thing  that  promifes  fudden  relief;  but  the 
fhorrefi  way  is  not  always  the  bed  in  the  treatment 
of  difeafes.  The  only  method  to  obtain  a fafe  and 
lading  cure,  is  gradually  to  a did  Nature  in  remov- 
ing the  caufe  of  the  diforder. 

# In  obfllnate  agues,  when  the  patient  is  old,  the  habit  phleg- 
matic, the  feafon  rainy,  the  fituation  damp,  or  the  like,  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  mix  with'  two  ounces  of  the  bark,  half  an  ounce  of 
Virginian  fnake-root,  and  a quarter  of  an  ounce  of  ginger,  or  fome 
other  warm  aromatic;  but  when  the  fymptoms  are  of  an  inflam- 
matory nature,  half  an  ounce  of  fait  of  wormwood  or  fait  of 
tartar  may  be  adted  to  the  above  quantity  of  bark. 


Some 
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Some  indeed  try  bold,  or  rather  fool-hardy  expe- 
riments to  cure  agues,  as  drinking  great  quantities 
of  ftrong  liquors,  jumping  into  a river,  taking  arfe- 
nic,  &x.  Thefe  may  fometimes  have  the  defired 
effedt,  but  mult  always  be  attended  with  danger*. 
When  there  is  any  degree  of  inflammation,  or  the 
leaf!  tendency  to  it,  fuch  experiments  may  prove  fatal. 
The  only  patient  whom  I remember  to  have  loft  in  an 
intermittent  fever,  evidently  killed  himfelf  by  drink- 
ing ftrong  liquor,  which  fome  perfon  had  perfuaded 
him  would  prove  an  infallible  remedy. 

Many  dirty  things  are  extolled  for  the  cure  of  in- 
termitting fevers,  as  fpiders,  cobwebs,  fnuffings  of 
candles,  &c.  Though  thefe  may  fometimes  fucceed, 
yet  their  very  naftinefs  is  fufiicient  to  fet  them  afide, 
efpecially  when  cleanly  medicines  will  anfwer  thepur- 
pofe  better.  The  only  medicine  that  can  be  depend- 
ed upon,  for  thoroughly  curing  an  intermittent  fever, 
is  the  Peruvian  bark.  It  may  always  be  ufed  with 
fafety : and  I can  honeftly  declare,  that  in  all  my  prac- 
tice I never  knew  it  fail,  when  combined  with  the 
medicines  mentioned  above,  and  duly  perfifted  in. 

Where  agues  are  endemicaj,  even  children  are 
often  affii&ed  with  that  difeafe.  Such  patients  are 
very  difficult  to  cure,  as  they  can  feldom  be  prevailed 
upon  to  take  the  bark,  or  any  other  difagreeable  me- 
dicine. One  method  of  rendering  this  medicine 
more  palatable,,  is  to  make  it  into  a mixture  with  dif- 
tilled  waters  and  fyrup,  and  afterwards  to  give  it  an 
agreeable  ffiarpnefs  with  the  elixir  or  fpirit  of  vitriol. 
This  both  improves  the  medicine,  and  takes  off  the 
naufeous  tafte.  In  cafes  where  the  bark  cannot  be 
adminiftered,  the  Jaline  mixture  may  be  given  with 
advantage  to  children  j\ 

* Arfenic  has  of  late  been  recommenced  as  an  infallible  re- 
medy in  the  ague ; but  I would  advife  that  it  fhould  be  ufed  only 
pnder  the  eye  of  a phyfician. 

, j-  See  Appendix,  Saline  mixture » 
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W ine-whey  is  a very  proper  drink  for  a child  in 
an  ague;  to  half  an  Engliffi  pint  of  which  may  be 
put  a tea  fpoonful  of  the  fpirit  of  hartffiorn.  Exer- 
cife  is  likewife  of  confiderable  fervice;  and  when 
the  difeafe  proves  obftinate,  the  child  ought,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  be  removed  to  a warm  dry  air.  The  food  * 
ought  to  be  nourifhing,  and  fometimes  a little  ge- 
nerous wine  fhould  be  allowed. 

To  children,  and  fuch  as  cannot  fwallow  the  bark, 
or  when  tpe  ftomach  will  not  bear  it,  it  may  be  given 
by  clyfter.  Half  an  ounce  of  the  extra#  of  bark, 
difTolved  in  four  ounces  of  warm  water,  with  the 
addition  of  half  an  ounce  of  fweet  oil,  and  fix  or 
eight  drops  of  laudanum,  is  the  form  recommended 
by  Dr.  Lind  for  an  adult,  and  this  to  be  repeated 
every  fourth  hour,  or  oftener,  as  the  occafion  (hail 
require.  For  children  the  quantity  of  extract  and 
laudanum  mult  be  proportionally  leftened.  Children 
have  been  cured  of  agues  by  making  them  wear  a 
waiftcoat  with  powdered  bark  quilted  between  the 
folds  of  it;  by  bathing  them  frequently  in  a ftrong 
decodtion  of  the  bark,  and  by  rubbing  the  fpine 
with  ftrong  fpirits,  or  with  a mixture  of  equal  parts 
of  laudanum  and  the  faponaceous  liniment. 

We  have  been  the  more  full  upon  this  difeafe,  be- 
caufe  it  is  very  common,  and  becaufe  few  patients  in 
an  ague  apply  to  phyficians  unlels  in  extremities. 
There  are,  however,  many  cafes  in  which  the  dif- 
eafe is  very  irregular,  being  complicated  with  other 
difeafes,  or  attended  with  fymptoms  which  are  both 
very  dangerous  and  very  difficult  to  underftand. 
All  thefe  we  have  purpofely  palled  over,  as  they 
would  only  bewilder  the  generality  of  readers.  When 
the  difeafe  is  very  irregular,  or  the  fymptoms  danger- 
ous, the  patient  ought  immediately  to  apply  to  a 
phyfician,  and  ftridtly  to  follow  his  advice. 

To  prevent  agues,  people  muft  endeavour  to  avoid 
their  caufes.  Thefe  have  been  already  pointed  out 

in 
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in  the  beginning  of  this  fe&ion  : we  {hall  therefore 
only  add  one  preventive  medicine,  which  may  be  of 
ufe  to  fuch  as  are  obliged  to  live  in  lowmarlhy  coun- 
tries, or  who  are  liable  to  frequent  attacks  of  this 
difeafe. 

Take  an  ounce  of  the  bed  Peruvian  bark;  Vir- 
ginian fnake-root,  and  orange-peel,  of  each  half  an 
ounce;  bruife  them  all  together,  and  infufe  for  five 
or  fix  days  in  a bottle  of  brandy,  Holland  gin,  or 
any  good  fpirit;  afterwards  pour  off  the  clear  liquor; 
and  take  a wine  glafs  of  it  twice  or  thrice  a day. 
This  indeed  is  recommending  a dram;  but  the  bit- 
ter ingredients  in  a great  meafure  take  off  the  ill 
effe&s  of  the  fpirit.  Thofe  who  do  not  chufe  it  in 
brandy,  may  infufe  it  in  wine;  and  fuch  as  can  bring 
themfelves  to  chew  the  bark,  will  find  that  method 
fucceed  very  well.  Gentian  root*,  or  calamus  aro- 
maticus,  may  alfo  be  chewed  by  turns  for  the  fame 
purpofe.  All  bitters  feem  to  be  antidotes  to  agues, 
efpecially  thofe  that  are  warm  and  aftringent. 


CHAP.  XV. 

OF  AN  ACUTE  CONTINUAL  FEVER. 


HIS  fever  is  denominated  acute,  ardent,  or 


inflammatory.  It  molt  commonly  attacks  the 
young,  or  perfons  about  the  prime  or  vigour  of  life, 
efpecially  fuch  as  live  high,  abound  with  blood,  and 
whofe  fibres  are  firong  and  elaflic.  It  feizes  people 
at  all  feafons  of  the  year;  but  is  mod  frequent  in 
the  fpring  and  beginning  of  fummer. 

CAUSES.— An  ardent  fever  may  be  occafioned 
by  any  thing  that  overheats  the  body,  or  produces 
plethora,  as  violent  exercife,  fleeping  in  the  fun, 
drinking  ftrong  liquors,  eating  fpiceries,  a full  diet, 
with  little  exercife,  &c.  It  may  likewife  be  occa- 
fioned by  whatever  obfirucls  the  perfpiration,  as 
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lying  on  the  damp  ground,  drinking  cold  liquor 
when  the  body  is  hot,  night*  watching,  or  the  like* 

SYMPTOMS. —A  rigour  or  chillinefs  generally 
ulhers  in  this  fever,  which  is  foon  fucceeded  bv  great 
heat,  a frequent  and  full  pulfe,  pain  of  the  head,  dry 
ikin,  rednefs  of  the  eyes,  a florid  countenance,  pains 
in  the  back,  loins,  &c.  To  thefe  fucceed  difficulty  of 
breathing,  ficknefs,  with  an  inclination  to  vomit. 
The  patient  complains  of  great  third,  has  no  appe- 
tite for  folid  food,  is  refllefs,  and  his  tongue  gene- 
rally appears  black  and  rough. 

A delirium,  exceffive  reftleffnefs,  great  oppreffion 
of  the  breafl,  with  laborious  refpiration,  ftarting  of 
the  tendons,  hiccup,  cold  clammy  fweats,  and  an  in- 
voluntary  difcharge  of  urine,  are  very  dangerous 
fymptoms. 

As  this  difeafe  is  always  attended  with  danger, 
the  bed  medical  affiftance  ought  to  be  procured  as 
foon  as  poflible.  A phyfician  may  be  of  ufe  at  the 
beginning,  but  his  Ikill  is  often  of  no  avail  after- 
wards. Nothing  can  be  more  unaccountable  than 
the  condud  of  thofe  who  haye  it  in  their  power,  at 
the  beginning  of  a fever,  to  procure  the  bed  medi- 
cal affidance,  yet  put  it  off  till  things  come  to  an 
extremity.  When  the  difeafe,  by  delay  or  wrong 
treatment,  has  become  incurable,  and  has  exhaufted 
the  drength  of  the  patient,  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  for 
relief  from  medicine.  Phyficians  may  indeed  affid 
Nature  j but  their  attempts  mud  ever  prove  fruit- 
lefs,  when  fhe  is  no  longer  able  to  co-operate  with 
their  endeavours. 

REGIMEN. — From  the  fymptoms  of  this  dif- 
eafe, ic  is  evident,  that  the  blood  and  other  humours 
require  to  be  attenuated  i that  the  perfpiration* 
urine,  faliva,  and  all  the  other  iecretions,  are  in  too 
fmall  quantity ; that  the  veffels  are  rigid,  and  the  heat 
of  the  whole  body  too  great:  all  thefe  clearly  point 
out  the  neceffity  of  a regimen  calculated  to  dilute 
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the  blood,  corredt  the  acrimony  of  the  humours, 
allay  the  exceffive  heat,  remove  the  fpafmodic  ftric- 
ture  of  the  veffels,  and  promote  the  fecretions. 

Thefe  important  purpofes  may  be  greatly  pro- 
moted by  drinking  plentifully  of  diluting  liquors; 
as  water-gruel,  or  oatmeal-tea,  clear  whey,  barley- 
water,  baim-tea,  apple-tea,  &c.  Thefe  may  be 
fharpened  with  juice  of  orange,  jelly  of  currants, 
rafpberries,  and  fuch  like:  orange-whey  is  likewife 
an  excellent  cooling  drink.  It  is  made  by  boiling 
among  milk  and  water  a bitter  orange  diced,  till 
the  curd  feparates.  If  no  orange  can  be  had,  a le- 
mon, a little  cream  of  tartar,  or  a few  fpoonfuls  of 
, vinegar,  will  have  the  fame  effedt.  Two  or  three 
fpoonfuls  of  white  wine  may  occadonally  be  added 
to  the  liquor  when  boiling. 

If  the  patient  be  coftive,  an  ounce  of  tamarinds, 
with  two  ounces  of  ftoned  raifins  of  the  fun,  and  a 
couple  of  figs,  may  be  boiled  in  three  Englifli  pints 
of  water  to  a quart.  This  makes  a very  pleafant 
drink,  and  may  be  ufed  at  aifcretion.  The  common 
pedtoral  decodtion  is  likewife  a very  proper  drink  in 
this  difeafe.  A tea-cupful  of  it  may  be  taken  every 
two  hours,  or  oftener,  if  the  patient's  heat  and  third: 
be  very  great*. 

The  above  liquids  mud  ail  be  drank  a little  warm. 
They  may  be  uled  in  frnaller  quantities  at  the  begin- 
ning of  a fever,  but  more  freely  afterwards,  in  order 
to  affift  in  carrying  off  the  difeafe  by  promoting  the 
different  excretions.  We  have  mentioned  a variety 
of  drinks,  that  the  patient  may  have  it  in  his  power 
to  chufe  thofe  which  are  mod  agreeable;  and  that 
when  tired  of  one,  he  may  have  recourfe  to  another. 

The  patient’s  diet  mud  be  very  fpare  and  light. 
All  forts  of  flefh- meats,  and  even  chicken- broths, 
are  to  be  avoided.  He  may  be  allowed  groat-gruel, 

* See  Appendix,  Peroral  decoction. 
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panado,  or  light  bread  boiled  in  water;  to  which 
may  be  added  a few  grains  of  common  fait,  and  a 
little  fugar,  which  will  render  it  more  palatable. 
He  may  eat  roafted  apples  with  a little  fugar,  toafted 
bread  with  jelly  of  currants,  boiled  prunes,  &c. 

It  will  greatly  relieve  the  patient,  efpecially  in 
an  hot  feafon,  to  have  frefh  air  frequently  let  into 
his  chamber.  This,  however,  muft  always  be  done 
in  fuch  a manner  as  not  to  endanger  his  catching 
cold. 

It  is  too  common  in  fevers  to  load  the  patient 
with  bed  clothes,  under  the  pretence  of  making  him 
fweat,  or  defending  him  from  the  cold.  This  cuf- 
tom  has  many  ill  effedts.  It  increafes  the  heat  of 
the  body,  fatigues  the  patient,  and  retards,  inftead 
of  promoting,  the  perforation. 

Sitting  upright  in  bed,  if  the  patient  is  able  to 
bear  it,  will  often  have  a good  efFedt.  It  relieves 
the  head,  by  retarding  the  motion  of  the  blood  to 
the  brain.  But  this  pofture  ought  never  to  be  con- 
tinued too  long:  and  if  the  patient  is  inclined  to 
fweat,  it  will  be  more  fafe  to  let  him  lie,  only  raif- 
ing  his  head  a little  with  pillows. 

Sprinkling  the  chamber  with  vinegar,  juice  of 
lemon,  or  vinegar  and  rofe-water,  with  a little  nitre 
diffolved  in  it,  will  greatly  refrefh  the  patient. 
This  ought  to  be  done  frequently,  efpecially  if  the 
weather  is  hot. 

The  patient’s  mouth  fhould  be  often  wafhed  with 
a mixture  of  water  and  honey,  to  which  a little  vi- 
negar may  be  added,  or  with  a decodtion  of  figs 
in  barley-water.  His  feet  and  hands  ought  like- 
wife  frequently  to  be  bathed  in  lukewarm  water; 
efpecially  if  the  head  is  affedled. 

The  patient  fhould  be  kept  as  quiet  and  eafy  as 
poffible.  Company,  noife,  and  every  thing  that 
difturbs  the  mind,  is  hurtful.  Even  too  much 
light,  or  any  thing  that  affedts  the  fenfes,  ought 
3 tQ 
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to  be  avoided.  His  attendants  fhould  be  as  few  as 
poftible,  and  they  ought  not  to  be  too  often  changed. 
H is  inclinations  ou^ht  rather  to  be  foothed  than 

O 

contradi&ed ; even  the  promife  of  what  he  craves 
will  often  fatisfy  him  as  much  as  its  reality. 

MEDICINE. In  this  and  all  other  fevers, 

attended  with  a hard,  full,  quick  pulfe,  bleeding 
is  of  the  greateft  importance.  This  operation  ought 
always  to  be  performed  as  foon  as  the  fymptoms  of  an 
inflammatory  fever  appear.  The  quantity  of  blood 
to  be  taken  away,  however,  mud  be  in  proportion 
to  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  and  the  violence  of  the 
difeafe.  If  after  the  firft  bleeding  the  fever  fhould 
increafe,  and  the  pulfe  become  more  frequent  and 
hard,  there  will  be  a neceflity  for  repeating  it  a fe- 
cond,  and  perhaps  a third,  or  even  a fourth  time, 
which  may  bedone  atthediftance  of  twelve,  eighteen, 
or  twenty-four  hours  from  each  other,  as  the  fymp- 
toms require.  If  the  pulfe  continues  foft,  and  the 
patient  is  tolerably  eafy  after  the  firft  bleeding,  it 
ought  not  to  be  repeated. 

If  the  heat  and  fever  be  very  great,  forty  or  fifty 
drops  of  the  dulcified  or  fweet  fpirit  of  nitre  may 
be  made  into  a draught,  with  an  ounce  of  rofe-water, 
two  ounces  of  common  water,  and  half  an  ounce  of 
Ample  fyrup,  or  a bit  of  loaf-fugar.  This  draught 
may  be  given  to  the  patient  every  three  or  four  hours 
while  the  fever  is  violent  j afterwards  once  in  five 
or  fix  hours  will  be  fufficient. 

If  the  patient  be  affli&ed  with  reaching,  or  an  in- 
clination to  vomit,  it  will  be  right  to  afiift  Nature’s 
attempts,  by  giving  him  weak  camomile-tea,  of 
luke-warm  water  to  drink. 

If  the  body  is  bound,  a clyfter  of  milk  and  water 
with  a little  fait,  and  a fpoonful  of  fweet  oil  or 
frefh  butter  in  it,  ought  daily  to  be  adminiftered. 
Should  this  not  have  the  defired  eflre<ft,  a tea-fpoon- 
ful  of  magnefia  alba,  or  cream  of  tartar,  may  be 
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frequently  put  into  his  drink.  He  may  likewife  eat 
tamarinds,  boiled  prunes,  roafted  apples,  and  the 
like. 

If  about  the  tenth,  eleventh,  or  twelfth  day,  the 
pulfe  becomes  more  foft,  the  tongue  moifter,  and 
the  urine  begins  to  let  fail  a reddiffi  fediment, 
there  is  reafon  to  exped  a favourable  iffue  to  the 
difeafe.  But  if,  inftead  of  thefe  fymptoms,  the  pa- 
tient's fpirits  grow  languid,  his  pulfe  finks,  and  his 
breathing  becomes  difficult ; with  a ftupor,  trem- 
bling of  the  nerves,  ftarti.ng  of  the  tendons,  &c. 
there  is  reafon  to  fear  that  the  confequences  will  be 
fatal.  In  this  cafe  bliftering  plafters  mu  ft  be  ap- 
plied to  the  head,  ancles,  infide  of  the  legs  or 
thighs,  as  there  may  be  occafion ; poultices  of 
wheat-bread,  muftard,  and  vinegar,  may  likewife 
be  applied  to  the  foies  of  the  feet,  and  the  patient 
muft  be  fupported  with  cordials,  as  ftrong  wine- 
whey,  negus,  fago-gruel  with  wine  in  it,  and  fuch 
like. 

A proper  regimen  is  not  only  neceffiary  during 
the  fever,  but  likewife  after  the  patient  begins  to 
recover.  By  negledting  this,  many  relapfe,  or  fall 
into  other  difeafes,  and  continue  valetudinary  for 
life.  Though  the  body  is  weak  after  a fever,  yet 
the  diet  for  fome  time  ought  to  be  rather  light 
than  of  too  nouriffiing  a nature.  Too  much  food, 
drink,  exercife,  company,  &c.  are  carefully  to 
be  avoided.  The  mind  ought  likewife  to  be 
kept  eafy,  and  the  patient  ffiould  not  attempt  to 
purfue  ftudy,  or  any  bufinefs  that  requires  intenfe 
thinking. 

If  the  digeftion  is  bad,  or  the  patient  is  feized 
at  times  with  feveriffi  heats,  an  infufion  of  Peruvian 
bark  in  cold  water  will  be  of  ufe.  It  will  ftrengthen 
the  ftomach,  and  help  to  fubdue  the  remains  of  the 
fever. 

When 
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When  the  patient’s  ftrength  is  pretty  well  reco- 
vered, he  ought  to  take  fome  gentle  laxative.  An 
ounce  of  tamarinds  and  a dram  of  fena  may  be 
boiled  for  a few  minutes  in  an  Englifli  pint  of 
water,  and  an  ounce  of  manna  diflolved  in  the  de- 
codtion  ; afterwards  it  may  be  drained,  and  a tea- 
cupful drank  every  hour  till  it  operates.  This  dofe 
may  be  repeated  twice  or  thrice,  five  or  fix  days 
intervening. 

Thofe  who  follow  laborious  employments  ought 
not  to  return  too  foon  to  their  labour  after  a fever, 
but  Ihould  keep  eafy  till  their  ftrength  and  fpirits 
are  fufficiently  recruited. 


CHAP.  XVI. 

OF  THE  PLEURISY. 

npHE  true  pleurify  is  an  inflammation  of  that 
A membrane  called  the  pleura , which  lines  the 
infide  of  the  bread.  It  is  diftinguiftied  into  the 
moift  and  dry.  In  the  former  the  patient  fpits 
freely;  in  the  latter,  little  or  none  at  all.  There 
is  likewife  a fpecies  of  this  difeafe,  which  is  called 
the  fpurious  or  baftard  pleurify , in  which  the  pain  is 
more  external,  and  chiefly  affedts  the  mufcles  be- 
tween the  ribs.  The  pleurify  prevails  among  labour- 
ing people,  efpecially  fuch  as  work  without  doors, 
and  are  of  a fanguine  conftitution.  It  is  moft  fre- 
quent in  the  fpring  feafon. 

CAUSES. The  pleurify  may  be  occafioned 

by  whatever  obftrudbs  the  perforation  ; as  cold 
northerly  winds  ; drinking  cold  liquors  when  the 
body  is  hot ; deeping  without  doors  on  the  damp 
ground ; wet  clothes ; plunging  the  body  into 
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cold  water,  or  expofing  it  to  the  cold  air,  when 
covered  with  fweat,  &c.  It  may  likewife  be  oc- 
cafioned  by  drinking  drong  liquors ; by  the  dop- 
page  of  ufual  evacuations;  as  old  ulcers,  iffues, 
fweating  of  the  feet  or  hands,  &c.  the  fudden  drik- 
ing  in  of  any  eruption,  as  the  itch,  the  meafles,  or 
the  fmall-pox.  Thofe  who  have  been  accudomed 
to  bleed  at  a certain  feafon  of  the.  year  are  apt,  if 
they  negledt  it,  to  be  feized  with  a pleurify.  Keep- 
ing the  body  too  warm  by  means  of  tire,  clothes, 
■&c.  renders  it  more  liable  to  this  dileafe.  A pleu- 
rify may  likewife  be  occafioned  by  violent  exercife, 
as  running,  wreftling,  leaping,  or  by  fupporting 
great  weight,  blows  on  the  bread,  &c.  A bad  con- 
formation of  the  body  renders  perfons  more  liable 
to  this  dileafe,  as  a narrow  ched,  a ftraitnefs  of  the 
arteries  of  the  pleura,  &c. 

SYMPTOMS. — This,  like  mod  other  fevers, 
generally  begins  with  chillnefs  and  fhivering,  which 
are  followed  by  heat,  third,  and  redleffnefs.  To 
thefe  fucceeds  a violent  pricking  pain  in  one  of  the 
fides  among  the  ribs.  Sometimes  the  pain  extends 
towards  the  back- bone,  fometimes  towards  the  fore- 
part of  the  bread,  and  at  other  times  towards  the 
flioulder-blades.  The  pain  is  generally  mod  violent 
when  the  patient  draws  his  breath. 

The  pulfe  in  this  difeafe  is  commonly  quick  and 
hard,  the  urine  high-coloured;  and  if  blood  be 
let,  it  is  covered  with  a tough  crud,  or  buffy  coat. 
The  patient’s  fpittle  is  at  fird  thin,  but  after- 
wards it  becomes  groffer,  and  is  often  dreaked  with 
blood. 

REGIMEN.-— — Nature  generally  endeavours 
to  carry  off  this  difeafe  by  a critical  difeharge  or 
blood  from  fome  part  of  the  body,  by  expe&o- 
ration,  fweat,  loofe  dools,  thick  urine,  or  the  like. 
We  ought  therefore  to  fecond  her  intentions  by 
leffening  the  force  of  the  circulation,  relaxing  the 
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vefTels,  diluting  the  humours,  and  promoting  ex- 
pectoration. 

For  thefe  purpofes  the  diet,  as  in  the  former  dif- 
eafe, ought  to  be  cool,  {lender,  and  diluting.  The 
patient  mud  avoid  all  food  that  is  vifcid,  hard  of 
digeftion,  or  that  afford  much  nourishment  ; as 
flefh,  butter,  cheefe,  eggs,  milk,  and  alfo  every 
thing  that  is  of  a heating  nature.  His  drink  may 
be  whey,  or  an  infufion  of  pedloral  and  balfamic 
vegetables  *. 

Barley-water,  with  a little  honey  or  jelly  of  cur- 
rants mixed  with  it,  is  likewife  a very  proper 
drink  in  this  difeafe.  It  is  made  by  boiling  an 
ounce  of  pearl-barley  in  three  Englifh  pints  of 
water  to  two,  which  muft  afterwards  be  drained. 
The  decodtion  of  figs,  raifins,  barley,  recom- 
mended in  the  preceding  difeafe,  is  here  likewife 
very  proper.  Thefe  and  other  diluting  liquors  are 
not  to  be  drank  in  large  quantities  at  a time;  but 
the  patient  ought  to  keep  continually  dipping  them, 
fo  as  to  render  his  mouth  and  throat  always  moiff. 
All  his  food  and  drink  fnould  be  taken  a little 
warm. 

The  patient  fhould  be  kept  quiet,  cool,  and 
every  way  eafy,  as  directed  under  the  foregoing 
difeafe.  His  feet  and  hands  ought  daily  to  be 
bathed  in  lukewarm  water;  and  he  may  Sometimes 
fit  up  in  bed  for  a fhort  Space,  in  order  to  relieve 
his  head. 

MEDICINE.— Almoft  every  perfon  knows, 
when  a fever  is  attended  with  a violent  pain  of  the 
fide,  and  a quick  hard  pulfe,  that  bleeding  is  ne- 
cefifary.  When  thefe  Symptoms  come  on,  the  Sooner 
this  operation  is  performed  the  better ; and  the 
quantity  at  fir  ft  muft  be  pretty  large,  provided  the 
patient  is  able  to  bear  it.  A large  quantity  of 

* See  Appendix,  Peftoral infujion . 
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blood  let  once,  in  the  beginning  of  a pleurify, 
has  a much  better  effect  than  repeated  fmall  bleed- 
ings. A man  may  lofe  twelve  or  fourteen  ounces 
of  blood  as  foon  as  it  is  certainly  known  that  he  is 
feized  with  a pleurify.  For  a younger  perfon,  or 
one  of  a delicate  conftitution,  the  quantity  muft 
be  lefs. 

If,  after  the  firft  bleeding,  the  flitch,  with  the 
other  violent  fymptoms,  fhould  Hill  continue,  it 
will  be  neceffary,  at  the  diftance  of  twelve  or 
eighteen  hours,  to  let  eight  or  nine  ounces  more. 
If  the  fymptoms  do  not  then  abate,  and  the  blood 
fhews  a ftrong  buffy  coat,  a third  or  even  a fourth 
bleeding  may  be  requifite.  If  the  pain  of  the  fide 
abates,  the  pulle  becomes  fofter,  or  the  patient  be- 
gins to  fpit  freely,  bleeding  ought  not  to  be  re- 
peated. This  operation  is  feldom  neceffary  after 
the  third  or  fourth  day  of  the  fever,  and  ought 
not  then  to  be  performed,  unlefs  in  the  moil  urgent 
circumftances. 

The  blood  may  be  many  ways  attenuated  with- 
out bleeding.  There  are  likewife  many  things  that 
may  be  done  to  eafe  the  pain  of  the  fide  without 
this  operation,  as  fomenting,  bliftering,  &c.  Fo- 
mentations may  be  made  by  boiling  a handful  of 
the  flowers  of  elder,  camomile,  and  common  mal- 
lows, or  any  other  foft  vegetables,  in  a proper 
quantity  of  water.  The  herbs  may  be  either  put 
into  a flannel  bag,  and  applied  warm  to  the  fide, 
or  flannels  may  be  dipped  in  the  deco&ion,  after- 
wards wrung  out,  and  applied  to  the  part  affected, 
with  as  much  warmth  as  the  patient  can  eafily  bear. 
As  the  cloths  grow  cool,  they  muft:  be  changed, 
and  great  care  taken  that  the  patient  do  not  catch 
Cold.  A bladder  may  be  filled  with  warm  milk  and 
water,  and  applied  to  the  fide,  if  the  above  me- 
thod of  fomenting  be  found  inconvenient.  Fo- 
mentations not  only  eafe  the  pain,  but  relax  the 
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vefiels,  and  prevent  the  ftagnation  of  the  blood 
and  other  humours.  The  fide  may  likewife  be  fre- 
quently rubbed  with  a,  little  of  the  volatile  lini- 
ment*. 

Topical  bleeding  has  often  a very  good  effedl  in 
this  difeafe.  It  may  either  be  performed  by  ap- 
plying a number  of  leeches  to  the  part  affected,  or 
by  cupping,  which  is  both  a more  certain  and  ex- 
peditious method  than  the  other. 

Leaves  of  various  plants  might  likewife  be  ap- 
plied to  the  patient's  fide  with  advantage.  I have 
often  feen  great  benefit  from  young  cabbage- leaves 
applied  warm  to  the  fide  in  a pleurify.  Thefe  not 
only  relax  the  parts,  but  likewife  draw  off  a little 
moidure,  and  may  prevent  the  neceffity  of  blider- 
ing-plafters ; which  however,  when  other  things 
fail,  mud  be  applied. 

If  the  flitch  continues  after  repeated  bleedings, 
fomentations,  &c.  a bliftering-pl after  mud  be  ap- 
plied over  the  part  affedted,  and  fuffered  to  remain 
for  two  days.  This  not  only  procures  a difcharge 
from  the  fide,  but  takes  off  the  fpafm,  and  by  that 
means  aflifts  in  removing  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe. 
To  prevent  a ftranguary  when  the  blidering-plafter 
is  on,  the  patient  may  drink  freely  of  the  Arabic 
emulfionf. 

If  the  patient  is  coflive,  a clyfler  of  thin  water- 
gruel,  or  of  barley-water,  in  which  a handful  of 
mallows,  or  any  other  emollient  vegetable  has  been 
boiled,  may  be  daily  adminiflered.  This  wiil  not 
only  empty  the  bowels,  but  have  the  effedl  of  a 
warm  fomentation  applied  to  the  inferior  vifcera, 
which  will  help  to  make  a derivation  from  the 
bread. 

The  expedloration  may  be  promoted  by  fharp, 
oily,  and  mucilaginous  medicines.  For  this  pur- 

* See  Appendix,  Volatile  liniment . 
f See  Appendix,  Arabic  emuljion* 
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pole  an > ounce  of  the  oxymel,  or  the  vinegar  of 
fquills,  may  be  added  to  fix  ounces  of  the  pedoral 
deception,  and  two  table-fpoonfuls  of  it  taken 
every  two  hours. 

Should  the  fquill  difagree  with  the  ftomach,  the 
oily  emulfion  may  be  adminiftered  * ; or,  in  place 
of  it,  two  ounces  of  the  oil  of.  fweet  almonds,  or  oil 
of  olives,,  and  two  ounces  of  the  fyrup  of  violets, 
may  be  mixed  with  as  much  fugar-candy  powdered, 
as  will  make  an  eleduary  of  the  coniiftence  of 
honey.  The  patient  may  take  a tea-fpoonfui  of  this 
frequently,  when  the  cough  is  troublel'ome.  Should 
oily  medicines  prove  naufeous,  which  is  fometimes 
the  cafe,  two  table-fpoonfuls  of  the  lolution  of  gum 
ammoniac  in  barley-water  may  be  given  three  or  four 
times  a-dayf. 

If  the  patient  does  not  perfpire,  but  has  a burn- 
ing heat  upon  his  fkin,  and  palfes  very  little  water, 
fome  fmall  dofes  of  purified  nitre  and  camphire 
will  be  of  ufe.  Two  drams  of  the  former  may  be 
rubbed  with  five  or  fix  grains  of  the  latter  in  a mor- 
tar, and  the  whole  divided  into  fix  dofes,  one  of 
which  may  be  taken  every  five  or  fix  hours,  in  a 
little  of  the  patient's  ordinary  drink. 

We  fhall  only  mention  one  medicine  more,  which 
fome  reckon  almofl  a fpeciflc  in  the  pleurify,  viz, 
the  decodion  of  the  leneka  rattle-fnake  root  J. 
After  bleeding  and  other  evacuations  have  been 
premiled,  the  patient  may  take  two,  three,  or 
four  table-fpoonfuls  of  this  decodion,  according 
as  his  ftomach  will  bear  it,  three  or  four  times 
a-day.  If  it  fhould  occafion  vomiting,  two  or 
three  ounces  of  fimple  cinnamon  water  may  be 
mixed  with  the  quantity  of  decodion  here  direded, 
or  it  may  be  taken  in  fmalkr  dofes.  As  this  me- 

* See  Appendix,  Oily  emulfion. 
f See  Appendix,  Solution  of  gum  ammoniac. 
t See  Appendix,  Decoftion  of  fieneka  root . 
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dicine  promotes  perfpiration  and  urine,  and  likewife 
keeps  the  body  eafy,  it  may  be  of  fome  fervice  in  a 
pleurify,  or  any  other  inflammation  of  the  bread. 

No  one  will  imagine  that  thefe  medicines  are  all 
to  be  u fed'  at  the  fame  time.  We  have  mentioned 
different  things,  on  purpofe  that  people  may  have- 
it  in  their  power  to  chufe;  and  likewife,  that  when 
one  cannot  be  obtained,  they  may  make  ufe  of  an- 
other. Different  -medicines  are  no  doubt  neceiTary 
in  the  different  periods  of  a diforder ; and  where 
one  fails  of  fuccefs,  or  difagrees  with  the  patient, 
it  will  be  proper  to  try  another. 

What  is  called  the  crifis,  or  height  of  the  fever, 
is  fomerimes  attended  with  very  alarming  fymp- 
toms,  as  difficulty  of  breathing,  an  irregular  pulfe, 
convulfive  motions,  &c.  Thefe  are  apt  to  frighten 
the  attendants,  and  induce  them  to,  do  improper 
things,  as  bleeding  the  patient,  giving  him  ftrong 
Simulating  medicines,  or  the  like.  But  they  are 
only  the  druggies  of  Nature  to  overcome  the  dif- 
eafe,  in  which  (he  ought  to  be  affiifted  by  plenty  of 
diluting  drink,  which  is  then  peculiarly  neceffary. 
If  the  patient’s  firength  however  be  much  exhaufted 
by  the  difeafe,  it  will  be  neceffary  at  this  time  to 
fupport  him  with  frequent  fmall  draughts  of  wine- 
whey,  negus,  or  the  like. 

When  the  pain  and  fever  are  gone,  it  will  be  pro- 
per, after  the  patient  has  recovered  fufficient  flrength, 
to  give  him  fome  gentle  purges,  as  thofe  directed 
towards  the  end  of  the  acute  continual  fever.  He 
ought  likewife  to  ufe  4 light  diet,  of  eafy  digeflion, 
and  his  drink  fhould  be  butter-milk,  whey,  and 
other  things  of  a cleanfing  nature. 

Of  the  BASTARD  PLEURISY. 

That  fpecies  of  pleurify  which  is  called  the  haftttrd 
or  fpuriousy  generally  goes  off  by  keeping  warm  for 

a few 
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a few  days,  drinking  plenty  of  diluting  liquors,  and 
obferving  a cooling  regimen. 

It  is  known  by  a dry  cough,  a quick  pulfe,  and 
a difficulty  of  lying  on  the  affedted  fide,  which  laft 
does  not  always  happen  in  the  true  pleurify.  Some- 
times indeed  this  difeafe  proves  obftinate,  and  re- 
quires bleeding,  with  cupping,  and  fcarifications  of 
the  part  affedted.  Thefe,  together  with  the  ufe  of 
nitrous  and  other  cooling  medicines,  feldom  fail  to 
effedt  a cure. 

Of  the  PARAPHRENITIS. 

The  paraphrenitisy  or  inflammation  of  the  dia- 
phragm, is  fo  nearly  connedted  with  the  pleurify, 
and  refembles  it  fo  much  in  the  manner  of  treat- 
ment, that  it  is  fcarce  neceffary  to  confider  it  as  a 
feparate  difeafe. 

It  is  attended  with  a very  acute  fever,  and  an  ex- 
treme pain  in  the  part  affedted,  which  is  generally 
augmented  by  coughing,  fneezing,  drawing  in  the 
breath,  taking  food,  going  to  (tool,  making  water, 
&c.  Hence  the  patient  breathes  quick,  and  draws 
in  his  bowels  to  prevent  the  motion  of  the  dia- 
phragm > is  reftlefs,  anxious,  has  a dry  cough,  a 
hiccup,  and  often  a delirium.  A convulfive  laugh, 
or  rather  a kind  of  involuntary  grin,  is  no  uncom- 
mon fymptom  of  this  difeafe. 

Every  method  muft  be  taken  to  prevent  a fup- 
puration,  as  it  is  impoffible  to  fave  the  patient’s  life 
when  this  happens.  The  regimen  and  medicine 
are  in  all  refpedts  the  fame  as  in  the  pleurify.  We 
fhall  only  add,  that  in  this  dileafe  emollient  clyfters 
are  peculiarly  ufeful,  as  they  relax  the  bowels,  and 
by  that  means  make  a derivation  from  the  part 
affedted. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

OF  A PERIPNEUMONY,  OR  INFLAMMA- 
TION OF  THE  LUNGS. 

A S this  difeafe  afFedts  an  organ  which  is  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  life,  it  muft  always  be  attended  with 
danger.  Perfons  who  abound  with  thick  blood, 
whofe  fibres  are  tenfe  and  rigid,  who  feed  upon  grofs 
alimenr,  and  drink  ftrong  vifcid  liquors,  are  moft 
liable  to  a peripneumony.  It  is  generally  fatal  to 
thofe  who  have  a flat  bread,  or  narrow  cheft,  and  to 
fuch  as  are  afHicSted  with  an  afthma,  efpecially  in  the 
decline  of  life.  Sometimes  the  inflammation  reaches 
to  one  lobe  of  the  lungs  only,  at  other  times  the 
whole  of  the  organ  is  afFedled ; in  which  cafe  the 
difeafe  can  hardly  fail  to  prove  fatal. 

When  the  difeafe  proceeds  from  a vifcid  pituitous 
matter  obftrudting  the  veflfels  of  the  lungs,  it  is  cal- 
led a fpurious  or  baftard  peripneumony . When  it 
arifcs  from  a thin  acrid  defluxion  on  the  lungs,  it  is 
denominated  a catarrhal  peripneumony , &c. 

CAUSES. An  inflammation  of  the  lpngs  is 

fometimes  a primary  difeafe,  and  fometimes  it  is  the 
confequence  of  other  difeafes,  as  a quinfey,  a pleu- 
rify,  &c.  It  proceeds  from  the  fame  caufes  as  the 
pleurify,  viz.  an  obftrudted  perfpiration  from  cold, 
wet  clothes,  &c.  or  from  an  increafed  circulation  of 
the  blood  by  violent  exercife,  the  ufe  of  fpiceries, 
ardent  fpirits,  and  fuch  like.  The  pleurify  and 
peripneumony  are  often  complicated  ; in  which  cafe 
the  difeafe  is  called  a pleuro -peripneumony. 

SYMPTOMS. Moft  of  the  fymptoms  of  a 

pleurify  likewife  attend  an  inflammation  of  the  lungs; 
only  in  the  latter  the  pulfe  is  more  foft,  and  the  pain 
4 iefs 
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lefs  acute  ; but  the  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  op- 
predion  of  the  bread,  are  generally  greater. 

REGIMEN.— -As  the  regimen  and  medicine 
are  in  all  refpebls  the  fame  in  the  true  peripneumony 
as  in  the  pleurify,  we  fhall  not  here  repeat  them,  but 
refer  the  reader  to  the  treatment  of  that  difeafe.  It 
may  not  however  be  improper  to  add,  that  the  ali- 
ment ought  to  be  more  (lender  and  thin  in  this  than 
in  any  other  inflammatory  difeafe.  The  learned  Dr. 
Arbuthnot  afferts,  that  even  common  whey  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  fupport  the  patient, . and  .that  decodlions  of 
barley,  and  infufions  of  fennel  roots  in  warm  water 
with  milk,  are  the  mod  proper  both  for  drink  and 
nouriffiment.  He  likewife  recommends  the  fleam 
of  warm  water  taken  in  by  the  breath,  which  ferves 
as  a kind  of  internal  fomentation,  and  helps  to  at- 
tenuate the  impa&ed  humours.  If  rhe  patient  has 
loofe  flools,  hut  is  not  weakened  by  them,  they  are 
not  to  be  flopped,  but  rather  promoted  by  the  ufe 
of  emollient  clyflers. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  the  Jpurious  or 
baftard  peripneumony  is  occafioned  by  a vifcid  pitui- 
tous  matter  obftrudling  the  veflels  of  the  lungs.  It 
commonly  attacks  the  old,  infirm,  and  phlegmatic, 
in  winter  and  wet  feafons. 

The  patient  at  the  beginning  is  cold  and  hot  by 
turns,  has  a fmall  quick  pulfe,  feels  a fenfe  of  weight 
upon  his  bread,  breathes  with  difficulty,  and  fome- 
times  complains  of  a pain  and  giddinels  of  his  head. 
His  urine  is  ufually  pale,  and  his  colour  very  little 
changed. 

The  diet  in  this,  as  well  as  in  the  true  peripneu- 
mony, mud  be  very  (lender,  as  weak  broths, 
iliarpened  with  the  juice  of  orange  or  lemon,  and 
fuch  like.  His  drink  may  be  thin  water- gruel 
fweetened  with  honey,  or  a decodtion  of  the  roots  of 
fennel,  liquorice,  and  quick  grafs.  An  ounce  of 
each  of  thde  may  be  boiled  in  three  Englifh  pints 
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of  water  to  a quart,  and  fharpened  with  a little  cur- 
rant-jelly, or  the  like. 

Bleeding  and  purging  are  generally  proper  at  the 
beginning  of  this  difeafe;  but  if  the  patient’s  fpittle 
is  pretty  thick,  or  well  conco&ed,  neither  of  them 
are  neceffary.  It  will  be  fufficient  to  affift  the  ex- 
pectoration by  fome  of  the  fharp  medicines  recom- 
mended for  .that  purpofe  in  the  pleurify,  as  the  folu- 
tion  of  gum-ammoniac  with  oxymel  of  fquills,  &c. 
Bliftering  plafters  have  generally  a good  effiedt,  and 
ought  to  be  applied  pretty  early. 

If  the  patient  does  not  fpit,  he  muft  be  bled  ac- 
cording as  his  ftrength  will  permit,  and  have  a 
gentle  purge  adminiftered.  Afterwards  his  body 
may  be  kept  open  by  clyfters,  and  the  expedloration 
promoted,  by'taking  every  four  hours  two  table- 
fpoonfuls  of  the  folution  mentioned  above. 

When  an  inflammation  of  the  bread:  does  not 
yield  to  bleeding,  bliftering,  and  other  evacuations, 
it  commonly  ends  in  a fuppuration,  which  is  more 
or  lefs  dangerous,  according  to  the  part  where  it  is 
fituated.  When  this  happens  in  the  pleura,  it  fome- 
times  breaks  outwardly,  and  the  matter  is  difcharged 
by  the  wound. 

When  the  fuppuration  happens  within  the  fub- 
ftance  or  body  of  the  lungs,  the  matter  may  be  dif- 
charged by  expedtoration ; but  if  the  matter  floats  in 
the  cavity  of  the  bread,  between  the  pleura  and  the 
lungs,  it  can  only  be  difcharged  by  an  incifion  made 
betwixt  the  ribs.  / 

If  the  patient’s  ftrength  does  not  return  after  the 
inflammation  is  to  all  appearance  removed  ; if  his 
pulfe  continues  quick  though  foft,  his  breathing 
difficult  and  oppreffed  ; if  he  has  cold  fhiverings  at 
times,  his  cheeks  flufhed,  his  lips  dry;  and  if  he 
complains  of  third,  and  want  of  appetite,  there  is 
reafon  to  fear  a fuppuration,  and  that  a phthifis  or 

confumption 
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confumption  of  the  lungs  will  enfue.  We  ihall 
therefore  next  proceed  to  confider  the  proper  treat- 
ment of  that  difeafe. 
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OF  CONSUMPTIONS. 

A CONSUMPTION  is  a wafting  or  decay  of 
the  whole  body  from  an  ulcer,  tubercles,  or 
concretions  of  the  lungs,  an  empyema,  a nervous 
atrophy,  or  a cachexy. 

Dr.  Arbuthnot  obferves,  that  in  his  time  con- 
fumptions  made  up  above  one-tenth  part  of  the 
bills  of  mortality  in  and  about  London.  There  is 
reafon  to  believe  they  have  rather  increafed  fince ; 
and  we  know  from  experience,  that  they  are  not 
lefs  fatal  in  fome  other  towns  of  England  than  in 
London. 

Young  perfons,  between  the  age  of  fifteen  and 
thirty,  of  a Gender  make,  long  neck,  high  fhoulders, 
and  flat  breads,  are  moft  liable  to  this  difeafe. 

Confumptions  prevail  more  in  England  than  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world,  owing  perhaps  to  the 
great  ufe  of  animal  food  and  malt  liquors,  the  ge- 
neral application  to  fedentary  employments,  and  the 
great  quantity  of  pit-coal  which  is  there  burnt;  to 
which  we  may  add  the  perpetual  changes  in  the  at- 
mofphere,  or  variablenefs  of  the  weather. 

CAUSES. >It  has  already  been  obferved,  that 

an  inflammation  of  the  bread  often  ends  in  an  im- 
pofthume  : confequently  whatever  difpofes  people 
to  this  difeafe,  mud  likewife  be  confidered  as  a caufe 
of  confumption. 

Other 
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Other  difeafes,  by  vitiating  the  habit,  may  like- 
wife  occaflon  confumptions ; as  the  fcurvy,  the  fcro- 
phula,  or  king’s  evil,  the  venereal  difeafe,  the  afth- 
ma,  fmall-pox,  meafles,  &c. 

As  this  difeafe  is  feldom  cured,  we  (hall  endea- 
vour the  more  particularly  to  point  out  its  caufes, 
in  order  that  people  may  be  enabled  to  avoid  it. 
Thefe  are : 

-Confined  or  unwholefome  air.  When  this 

fluid  is  impregnated  with  the  fumes  of  metals  or 
minerals,  it  proves  extremely  hurtful  to  the  lungs, 
and  often  corrodes  the  tender  veflfels  of  that  necei- 

fary  organ. 

Violent  pafiions,  exertions,  or  affedlions  of  the 

mind ; as  grief,  difappointment,  anxiety,  or  clofe 
application  to  the  fludy  of  abftrufe  arts  or  fciences. 

-Great  evacuations  ; as  fweating,  diarrhoeas, 

diabetes,  exceflive  venery,  the  fluor  albus,  an  over- 
difcharge  of  the  menftrual  flux,  giving  fuck  too 
long,  &c. 

The  fudden  ftoppage  of  cuftomary  evacu- 
ations ; as  the  bleeding  piles,  fweating  of  the  feet, 
bleeding  a:  the  nofe,  the  menfes,  ififues,  ulcers,  or 
eruptions  of  any  kind. 

Injuries  done  to  the  lungs,  calculi,  Szc.  I 

lately  faw  the  fymptoms  of  a phthifis  occafioned  by 
a fmall  bone  (licking  in  the  bronchi.  It  was  after- 
wards vomited  along  with  a confiderable  quantity  of 
purulent  matter,  and  the  patient,  by  a proper  regi- 
men, and  the  ufe  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  recovered. 

Making  a fudden  tranfition  from  a hot  to  a 

very  cold  climate,  change  of  apparel,  or  whatever 
greatly  leflfens  the  perfpiration. 

Frequent  and  exceflive  debaucheries.  Late 

watching,  and  drinking  (Irong  liquors,  which  gene- 
rally go  together,  can  hardly  fail  to  deftroy  the  lungs. 
Hence  the  bon  companion  generally  falls  a facrifice  to 
this  difeafe.  ' ' 
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- — Infe&ion.  Confumptions  are  likewife  caught 
by  fleeping  with  the  difeafed  ; for  which  reafon  this 
Ihould  be  carefully  avoided.  It  cannot  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  Tick,  and  muft  hurt  thofe  in  health. 

-Occupations  in  life.  Thofe  artificers  who 

fit  much,  and  are  conflantly  leaning  forward,  or  pref- 
fing  upon  the  ftomach  and  bread,  as  cutlers,  tay- 
lors,  fhoe -makers,  feamftreflfes,  &c.  often  die  of 
confumptions.  They  likewife  prove  fatal  to  fingers, 
and  all  who  have  occafion  to  make  frequent  and 
violent  exertions  of  the  lungs. 

— —Cold.  More  confumptive  patients  date  the 
beginning  of  their  diforders  from  wet  feet,  damp 
beds,  night  air,  wet  clothes,  or  catching  cold  after 
the  body  had  been  heated,  than  from  all  other  caufes. 

Sharp,  faline,  and  aromatic  aliments,  which  heat 
and  inflame  the  blood,  are  likewife  frequently  the 
caufe  of  confumptions. 

We  fhall  only  add,  that  this  difeafe  is  often  owing 
to  an  hereditary  taint,  or  a fcrophulous  habit  5 in 
which  cafe  it  is  generally  incurable. 

SYMPTOMS. This  difeafe  generally  begins 

with  a dry  cough,  which  often  continues  for  fome 
months.  If  a difpofition  to  vomit  after  eating  be 
excited  by  it,  there  is  ft  ill  greater  reafon  to  fear  an 
approaching  confumption.  The  patient  complains 
of  a more  than  ufual  degree  of  heat,  a pain  and  op- 
preflion  of  the  bread,  efpecially  after  motion  ; his 
fpittle  is  of  a falnfh  tafte,  and  fometimes  mixed  with 
blood.  He  is  apt  to  be  fad  ; his  appetite  is  bad, 
and  his  third  great.  There  is  generally  a quick, 
foft,  fmall  pulfe ; though  fometimes  the  pulfe  is 
pretty  full,  and  rather  hard.  Thefe  are  the  common 
fymptoms  of  a beginning  confumption. 

Afterwards  the  patient  begins  to  fpit  a greenifh, 
white,  or  bloody  matter.  His  body  is  extenuated 
by  the  hedtic  fever,  and  colliquative  fweats,  which 
mutually  fucceed  one  another,  viz,  the  one  towards 

night. 
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night,  and  the  other  in  the  morning.  A loofenefs, 
and  an  exceffive  difcharge  of  urine,  are  often  trou- 
blefome  fymptoms  at  this  time,  and  greatly  weaken, 
the  patient.  There  is  a burning  heat  in  the  palms 
of  the  hands,  and  the  face  generally  flufhes  after  eat- 
ing; the  fingers  become  remarkably  fmall,  the  nails 
are  bent  inwards,  and  the  hairs  fall  off. 

At  lad  the  fwelling  of  the  feet  and  legs,  the  total 
lofs  of  drength,  the  finking  of  the  eyes,  the  difficulty 
of  {wallowing,  and  the  coldnefs  of  the  extremities, 
lhew  the  immediate  approach  of  death,  which  how- 
ever the  patient  feldom  believes  to  be  fo  near. 
Such  is  the  ufual  progrefs  of  this  fatal  difeafe,  which, 
if  not  early  checked,  commonly  fets  all  medicine  at 
defiance. 

REGIMEN.— — On  the  fird  appearance  of  a 
confumption,  if  the  patient  lives  in  a large  town,  or 
any  place  where  the  air  is  confined,  he  ought  im- 
mediately to  quit  it,  and  to  make  choice  of  a fitua- 
tion  in  the  country,  where  the  air  is  pure  and  free. 
Here  he  muft  not  remain  ina&ive,  but  take  every 
day  as  much  exercife  as  he  can  bear. 

The  bed  method  of  taking  exercife  is  to  ride  on 
horleback,  as  this  gives  the  body  a great  deal  of  mo- 
tion without  much  fatigue.  Such  as  cannot  bear  this 
kind  of  exercife,  mud  make  ufe  of  a carriage.  A 
long  journey,  as  it  amufes  the  mind  by  a continual 
change  of  obje£ts,  is  greatly  preferable  to  riding  the 
fame  ground  over  and  over.  Care  however  mud  be 
taken  to  avoid  catching  cold  from  wet  clothes,  damp 
beds,  or  the  like.  The  patient  ought  always  to  finifh 
his  ride  in  the  morning,  or  at  lead  before  dinner; 
otherwife  it  will  oftener  do  harm  than  good. 

It  is  pity  thofe  who  attend  the  fick  feldom  re- 
commend riding  in  this  difeafe,  till  the  patient  is 
either  unable  to  bear  it,  or  the  malady  has  become  in- 
curable. Patients  are  likewife  apt  to  trifle  with  every 
thing  that  is  in  their  own  power.  They  cannot  fee 
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how  one  of  the  common  a&ions  of  life  fhould  prove 
a remedy  in  an  obftinate  difeafe,  and  therefore  they 
reject  it,  while  they  greedily  hunt  after  relief  from 
medicine,  merely  becaufe  they  do  not  underhand  it. 

Thofe  who  have  (trength  and  courage  to  under- 
take a pretty  long  voyage,  may  expedt  great  advan- 
tage from  it.  This,  to  my  knowledge,  has  frequent- 
ly cured  a confumption  after  the  patient  was,  to  all 
appearance,  far  advanced  in  that  difeafe,  and  where 
medicine  had  proved  ineffectual.  Hence  it  is 
reafonable  to  conclude,  that,  if  a voyage  were  under- 
taken in  due  time,  it  would  feldom  fail  to  perform 
a cure  *. 

Such  as  try  this  method  of  cure  ought  to  carry  as 
much  frefh  provifions  along  with  them  as  will  ferve 
for  the  whole  time  they  are  at  fea.  As  milk  is  not 
eafily  obtained  in  this  fituation,  they  ought  to  live 
upon  fruits,  and  the  broth  of  chickens,  or  other  young 
animals  which  can  be  kept  alive  on  board.  Itislcarce 
neceffary  to  add,  that  fuch  voyages  fhould  be  under- 
taken, if  pojpible,  in  the  mildeft  feafon,  and  that 
they  ought  to  be  towards  a warmer  climate  f. 

Thofe  who  have  not  courage  for  a long  voyage 
may  travel  into  a more  fouthern  climate,  as  the 
fouth  of  France,  Spain,  or  Portugal;  and  if  they 
find  the  air  of  thefe  countries  agree  with  them,  they 
fhould  continue  there  at  lead  till  their  health  be 
confirmed. 

* Two  things  chiefly  operate  to  prevent  the  benefits  which 
would  arife  from  failing.  The  one  is,  that  phyficians  feldom 
order  it  till  the  difeafe  is  too  far  advanced  ; and  the  other  is,  that 
they  feldom  order  a voyage  of  a fufficient  length,  A patient  may 
receive  no  benefit  by  eroding  the  channel,  who,  fhould  he  crofs 
the  Atlantic,  might  be  completely  cured.  Indeed  we  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  a voyage  of  this  kind,  if  taken  in  due 
time,  would  feldom  fail  to  cure  a confumption. 

f Though  I do  not  remember  to  have  fee n one  inflance  of 
a genuine  confumption  of  the  lungs  cured  by  medicine,  yet  I 
have  known  a Weil-India  voyage  work  wonders  in  that  dread- 
ful diforder. 
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Next  to  proper  air  and  exercife,  we  would  re- 
commend a due  attention  to  diet.  The  patient 
Ihould  eat  nothing  that  is  either  heating  or  hard  of 
digeftion,  and  his  drink  mud  be  of  a foft  and  cool- 
ing nature.  All  the  diet  ought  to  be  calculated  to 
leflen  the  acrimony  of  the  humours,  and  to  nourilh 
and  fupport  the  patient.  For  this  purpofe  he  muft 
keep  chiefly  to  the  ufe  of  vegetables  and  milk.  Milk 
alone  is  of  more  value  in  this  difeafe  than  the  whole 
materia  me  die  a. 

Afles  milk  is  commonly  reckoned  preferable  to 
any  other;  but  it  cannot  always  be  obtained  ; be- 
fides,  it  is  generally  taken  in  a very  fmall  quantity; 
whereas,  to  produce  any  effe&s,  it  ought  to  make  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  patient’s  diet.  It  is  hardly- 
to  be  expedted,  that  a gill  or  two  of  afles  milk,  drank 
in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours,  fhould  be  able  to 
produce  any  confiderable  change  in  the  hudnOurs  of 
an  adult ; and  when  people  do  not  perceive  its  effedt.s 
foon,  they  lofe  hope,  and  fo  leave  it  off.  Hence  it 
happens  that  this  medicine,  however  Valuable,  very 
feldom  performs  a cure.  The  reafon  is  obvious;  it 
is  commonly  ufed  too  late,  is  taken  in  too  fmall 
quantities,  and  is  not  duly  perfifted  in. 

I have  known  very  extraordinary  effects  from  afles 
milk  in  obftinate  coughs,  which  threatened  a con- 
fumption  of  the  lungs  ; and  do  verily  believe,  if  ufed 
at  this  period,  that  it  would  feldom  fail ; but  if  it  be 
delayed  till  an  ulcer  is  formed,  which  is  generally 
the  cafe,  how  can  it  be  expected  to  fucceed  ? 

Afles  milk  ought  to  be  drank,  if  poflible,  in  its  na- 
tural warmth,  and  by  a grown  perfon,  in  the  quan- 
tity of  half  an  Englifh  pint  at  a time.  Inftead  of 
taking  this  quantity  night  and  morning  only,  the 
patient  ought  to  take  it  four  times,  or  at  lead  thrice 
a-day,  and  to  eat  a little  light  bread  along  with  it, 
fo  as  to  make  it  a kind  of  meal. 
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If  the  milk  fhould  happen  to  purge,  it  may  be 
mixed  with  old  conferve  of  rofes.  When  that  can- 
not be  obtained,  the  powder  of  crabs  claws  may  be 
ufed  in  its  ftead.  Afles  milk  is  ufually  ordered  to 
be  drank  warm  in  bed ; but  as  it  generally  throws 
the  patient  in  a fweat  when  taken  in  this  way,  it 
would  perhaps  be  better  to  give  it  after  he  rifes. 

Some  extraordinary  cures  in  confumptive  cafes 
have  been  performed  by  women's  milk.  Could  this 
be  obtained  in  fufficient  quantity,  we  would  recom- 
mend it  in  preference  to  any  other.  It  is  better  if 
the  patient  can  fuck  it  from  the  bread,  than  to 
drink  it  afterwards.  I knew  a man  who  was  reduced 
to  fuch  a degree  of  weaknefs  in  a confumption,,  as 
not  to  be  able  to  turn  himfelf  in  bed.  His  wife  was 
at  that  time  giving  fuck,  and  the  child  happening 
to  die,  he  fucked  her  breads,  not  with  a view  to 
reap  any  advantage  from  the  milk,  but  to  make  her 
eafy.  Finding  himfelf  however  greatly  benefited  by 
it,  he  continued  to  fuck  her  till  he  became  perfectly 
well,  and  is  at  prefect  a drong  and  healthy  man. 

Some  prefer  butter-milk  to  any  other,  and  it  is 
indeed  a very  valuable  medicine,  if  the  domach  be 
able  to  bear  it.  It  does  not  agree  with  every  per- 
fon  at  fird  ; and  is  therefore  often  laid  adde  with- 
out a fudicient  trial.  It  fhould  at  fird  be  taken 
fparingly,  and  the  quantity  gradually  increafed, 
until  it  comes  to  be  almod  the  foie  food.  I never 
knew  it  fucceed  unlefs  where  the  patient  almod 
lived  upon  it. 

Cows  milk  is  mod  readily  obtained  of  any,  and 
though  it  be  not  fo  eafily  digeded  as  that  of  ades 
or  mares,  it  may  be  rendered  lighter  by  adding  to 
it  an  equal  quantity  of  barley-water,  or  allowing  it 
to  dand  for  fome  hours,  and  afterwards  taking  off 
the  cream.  If  it  fhould,  notwithdanding,  prove 
heavy  on  the  domach,  a fmall  quantity  of  brandy 
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or  rum,  with  a little  fugar,  may  be  added,  which 
will  render  it  both  more  light  and  nourifhing. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered,  that  milk  fhould  for 
fome  time  difagree  with  a ftomach  that  has  not  been 
accuftomed  todigeft  any  thing  but  flefh  and  ftrong 
liquors,  which  is  the  cafe  with  many  of  thofe  who 
fall  into  confumptions.  We  do  not  however  advife 
thofe  who  have  been  accuftomed  to  animal  food  and 
ftrong  liquors,  to  leave  them  off  all  at  once.  This 
might  be  dangerous.  It  will  be  neceflary  for  fuch 
to  eat  a little  once  a-day  of  the  flefh  of  fome  young 
animal,  or  rather  to  ufe  the  broth  made  of  chickens, 
veal,  lamb,  or  fuch  like.  They  ought  likewife  to 
drink  a little  wine  made  into  negus,  or  diluted 
with  twice  or  thrice  its  quantity  of  water,  and  to 
make  it  gradually  weaker  till  they  can  leave  it  off 
altogether. 

Thefe  muft  be  ufed  only  as  preparatives  to  a diet 
confifting  chiefly  of  milk  and  vegetables,  which  the 
fooner  the  patient  can  be  brought  to  bear,  the  better. 
Rice  and  milk,  or  barley  and  milk,  boiled  with  a 
little  fugar,  is  very  proper  food.  Ripe  fruits  roafted, 
baked,  or  boiled,  are  likewife  proper,  as  goofe  or 
currant  berry  tarts,  apples  roafted,  or  boiled  in  milk, 
&c.  The  jellies,  conferves,  and  preferves,  &c.  of 
ripe  fubacid  fruits,  ought  to  be  eaten  plentifully,  as 
the  jelly  of  currants,  conferve  of  roles,  preferved 
plums,  cherries,  &c. 

Wholefome  air,  proper  exercife,  and  a diet  con- 
fifting chiefly  of  thefe  and  other  vegetables,  with 
milk,  is  the  only  courfe  that  can  be  depended  on  in 
a beginning  confumption.  If  the  patient  has  ftrength 
and  fufficient  refolution  to  perfift  in  this  courfe,  he 
will  feldom  be  difappointed  of  a cure. 

In  a populous  town  in  England*,  where  con- 
fumptions are  very  common,  I have  frequently  l'een 

* Sheffield. 
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confumptive  patients,  who  had  been  fent  to  the 
country  with  orders  to  ride  and  live  upon  milk  and 
vegetables,  return  in  a few  months  quite  plump,  and 
free  from  any  complaint.  This  indeed  was  not  al- 
ways the  cafe,  efpecially  when  the  difeafe  was  here- 
ditary, or  far  advanced ; but  it  was  the  only  method 
in  which  fuccefs  was  to  be  expe&ed:  where  it  failed, 
I never  knew  medicine  fucceed. 

If  the  patient's  ftrength  and  fpirits  flag,  he  mud 
be  fupported  by  ftrong  broths,  jellies,  and  fuch 
like.  Some  recommend  fhell-fifh  in  this  diforder, 
and  with  fome  reafon,  as  they  are  nourifhing  and 
reftorative*.  All  the  food  and  drink  ought  how- 
ever tp  be  taken  in  fmall  quantities,  left  an  over- 
charge of  frefh  chyle  fhould  opprefs  the  lungs, 
and  too  much  accelerate  the  circulation  of  the 
blood. 

The  patient’s  mind  ought  to  be  kept  as  eafy  and 
cheerful  as  pofllble.  Conlumptions  are  often  occa- 
fioned,  and  always  aggravated,  by  a melancholy 
caft  of  mind;  for  which  reafon  mufic,  cheerful 
company,  and  every  thing  that  infpires  mirth,  are 
highly  beneficial.  The  patient  ought  feldpm  to  be 
left  alone,  as  brooding  over  his  calamities  is  fure  to 
render  him  worfe. 

MEDICINE. Though  the  cure  of  this,  dif- 

eafe depends  chiefly  upon  regimen  and  the  patient’s 
own  endeavours,  yet  we  fhall  mention  a few  things 
which  may  be  of  fervice  in  relieving  fome  of  the 
more  violent  fymptoms. 

In  the  firft  ftage  of  a -confumption,  the  cough 
may  fometimes  be  appeafed  by  bleeding;  and  the 
expedtoration  may  be  promoted  by  the  following 
medicines.  Take  frefh  fquills,  gum-ammoniac, 

* I have  often  known  perfons  of  a confumptive  habit,  where 
the  fymptoms  were  not  violent,  reap  great  benefit  from  the  nfe 
of  oyflers.  The.y  generally  ate  them  raw,  and  drank  the  juice 
glong  with  them. 
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and  powdered  cardamum  feeds,  of  each  a quarter 
of  an  ounce;  beat  them  together  in  a mortar,  and 
if  the  mafs  proves  too  hard  for  pills,  a little  of  any 
kind  of  fyrup  may  be  added  to  it.  This. may  be 
formed  into  pills  of  a moderate  fize,  and  four  or  five 
of  them  taken  twice  or  thrice  a-day,  according  as 
the  patient's  ftomach  will  bear  them. 

The  lac  ammoniacum , or  milk  of  gum- ammoniac, 
as  it  is  called,  is  likewife  a proper  medicine  in  this 
ftage  of  the  difeafe.  It  may  be  ufed  as  directed  in 
the  pleuri fy. 

A mixture  made  of  equal  parts  of  lemon-juice, 
fine  honey,  and  fyrup  of  poppies,  may  likewife  be 
ufed.  Four  ounces  of  each  of  thefe  may  be  fim- 
mered  together  in  a fauce-pan,  over  a gentle  fire, 
and  a table-fpoonful  of  it  taken  at  any  time  when 
the  cough  is  troublefome. 

It  is  common  in  this  ftage  of  the  difeafe  to  load 
the  patient's  ftomach  with  oily  and  balfamic  medi- 
cines. Thefe,  inftead  of  removing  the  caufe  of  the 
difeafe,  tend  rather  to  increafe  it,  by  heating  the 
blood,  while  they  pall  the  appetite,  relax  the  folids, 
and  prove  every  way  hurtful  to  the  patient.  What- 
ever is  ufed  for  removing  the  cough,  befides  riding 
and  other  proper  regimen,  ought  to  be  medicines 
of  a fharp  and  cleanfing  nature;  as  oxymel,  fyrup 
of  lemon,  &c. 

Acids  feem  to  have  peculiarly  good  effects  in  this 
difeafe ; they  both  tend  totjuench  the  patient’s  third 
and  to  cool  the  blood.  The  vegetable  acids,  as 
apples,  oranges,  lemons,  *&c.  appear  to  be  the  moft 
proper.  I have  known  patients  fuck  the  juice  of 
feveral  lemons  every  day  with  manifeft  advantage, 
and  would  for  this  reafon  recommend  acid  vege- 
tables to  be  taken  in  as  great  quantity  as  the  ftomach 
will  bear  them. 

For  the  patient’s  drink,  we  would  recommend 
infufions  of  the  bitter  plants,  as  ground-ivy,  the 
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leffer  centaury,  camomile  flowers,  or  w'ater-trefoil. 
Thefe  infuflons  may  be  drank  at  pleafure.  They 
ftrengthen  the  domach,  promote  digeftion,  and 
at  the  fame  time  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of  di- 
lution, and  quench  third  much  better  than  things 
that  are  lulcious  or  fweet.  But  if  the  patient 
fpits  blood,  he  ought  to  ufe,  for  his  ordinary 
drink,  infuflons  or  deceptions  of  the  vulnerary 
roots,  plants,  &c,* 

There  are  many  other  mucilaginous  plants  and 
feeds,  of  a healing  and  agglutinating  nature,  from 
which  decoPtions  or  infuflons  may  be  prepared 
with  the  fame  intention  j as  the  orches,  the  quince- 
feed,  coltsfoot,  linfeed,  fafaparilla,  &c.  It  is  not 
neceflary  to  mention  the  different  ways  in  which 
thefe  may  be  prepared.  Simple  infuflon  or  boiling 
is  all  that  is  neceflfary,  and  the  dofe  may  be  at 
diferetion. 

The  conferve  of  rofes  is  here  peculiarly  proper. 

It  may  either  be  put  into  the  decoPlion  above  pre- 
feribed,  or  eaten  by  itfelf.  No  benefit  is  to  be  ex- 
pePted  from  trifling  dofes  of  this  medicine.  I never 
knew  it  of  any  fervice,  unlefs  where  three  or  four 
ounces  at  lead  were  ufed  daily  for  a considerable 
time.  In  this  way  I have  feen  it  produce  very  happy 
effePts,  and  would  recommend  it  wherever  there  is 
a difeharge  of  blood  from  the  lungs. 

When  the  fpitting  up  of  grofs  matter,  opprefflon 
of  the  bread,  and  the  hePtic  fymptoms,  fliew  that  an 
impodhume  is  formed  in  the  lungs,  we  would  re- 
commend the  Peruvian  bark,  that  being  the  only 
drug  which  has  any  chance  to  counceraPt  the  ge- 
neral tendency  which  the  humours  then  have  to  - 
putrefaPtion. 

An  ounce  of  the  bark  in  powder  may  be  divided 
into  eighteen  or  twenty  dofes,  of  which  one  may  be 

* See  Appendix,  Vulnerary  decoftion . 
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taken  every  three  hours  through  the  day,  in  a little 
fyrup,  or  a cup  of  horehound  tea. 

If  the  bark  fhould  happen  to  purge,  it  may  be 
made  into  an  eleCtuary,  with  the  conferve  of  rofes, 
thus:  Take  old  conferve  of  rofes  a quarter  of  a 
pound,  Peruvian  bark  in  powder  an  ounce,  fyrup 
of  orange  or  lemon,  as  much  as  will  make  it  of 
the  confidence  of  honey.  This  quantity  will  ferve 
the  patient  four  or  five  days,  and  may  be  repeated 
as  there  is  occafion. 

Such  as  cannot  take  the  bark  in  fubftance,  may 
infufe  it  in  cold  water.  This  feems  to  be  the  bed: 
mendruum  for  extracting  the  virtues  of  that  drug. 
Half  an  ounce  of  bark  in  powder  may  be  infufed 
for  twenty  Tour  hours  in  half  an  Englifli  pint  of 
water.  Afterwards  let  it  be  patted  through  a fine 
drainer,  and  an  ordinary  tea- cupful  of  it  taken  three 
or  four  times  a-day. 

We  would  not  recommend  the  bark  while  there 
are  any  fymptoms  of  an  inflammation  of  the  bread; 
but  when  it  is  certainly  known  that  matter  is  collect- 
ed there,  it  is  one  of  the  bed  medicines  which  can  be 
ufed.  Few  patients  indeed  have  refolution  enough 
to  give  the  bark  a fair  trial  at  this  period  of  the 
difeafe,  otherwife  we  have  reafon  to  believe  that 
fome  benefit  might  be  reaped  from  it. 

When  it  is  evident  that  there  is  an  impodhume 
in  the  bread,  and  the  matter  can  neither  be  fpit  up 
nor  carried  off  by  abforption,  the  patient  mud  en- 
deavour to  make  it  break  inwardly,  by  drawing  in 
the  deams  of  warm  water  or  vinegar  with  his 
breath,  coughing,  laughing,  or  bawling  aloud, 
&c.  When  it  happens  to  burd  within  the  lungs* 
the  matter  may  be  difcharged  by  the  mouth. 
Sometimes  indeed  the  burding  of  the  vomica  oc- 
cafions  immediate  death,  by  fuffocating  the  patient. 
When  the  quantity  of  matter  is  great,  and  the  pa- 
tient's 
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dent’s  ftrength  exhauded,  this  is  commonly  the 
cafe.  At  any  rate  the  patient  is  ready  to  fall  into 
a fwoon,  and  ffiould  have  volatile  falts  or  fpirits 
held  to  his  nofe. 

If  the  matter  difcharged  be  thick,  and  the  cough 
and  breathing  become  eafier,  there  may  be  fome 
hopes  of  a cure.  The  diet  at  this  time  ought  to  be 
light,  but  reftorative,  as  chicken- broths,  lago- 
gruel,  rice-milk,  &c.  the  drink,  butter-milk,  or 
whey,  fweetened  with  honey.  This  is  likewife  a 
proper  time  for  ufing  the  Peruvian  bark,  which  may 
be  taken  as  diredted  above. 

If  the  vomica  or  impodhume  Ihould  difcharge 
itfelf  into  the  cavity  of  the  bread,  betwixt  the 
pleura  and  the  lungs,  there  is  no  way  of  getting 
the  matter  out  but  by  an  incifion,  as  has  already 
been  obferved.  As  this  operation  mud  always  be 
performed  by  a furgeon,  it  is  not  neceflary  here  to 
defcribe  it.  We  (hall  only  add,  that  it  is  not  fo 
dreadful  as  people  are  apt  to  imagine,  and  that  it 
is  the  only  chance  the  patient  in  this  cafe  has  for 
his  life. 

A NERVOUS  CONSUMPTION  is  a wafting 
or  decay  of  the  whole  body,  without  any  confider- 
able  degree  of  fever,  cough,  or  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing. It  is  attended  with  ^ndigedion,  weaknefs,  and 
want  of  appetite,  &c. 

Thofe  who  are  of  a fretful  temper,  who  indulge 
in  fpirituous  liquors,  or  who  breathe  an  unwhole- 
fome  air,  are  mod  liable  to  this  difeafe. 

We  would  chiefly  recommend,  for  the  cure  of  a 
nervous  confumption,  a light  and  nouriffiing  diet, 
plenty  of  exercife  in  a free  open  air,  and  the  ufe  of 
fuch  bitters  as  brace  and  drengthen  the  domach  j 
as  the  Peruvian  bark,  gentian  root,  camomile,  hore- 
hound,  &:c.  Thefe  may  be  infufed  in  water  or  wine, 
and  a glafs  of  it  drank  frequently. 
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It  will  greatly  affift  the  digeftion,  and  promote 
the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  to  take  twice  a-day  twenty 
or  thirty  drops  of  the  elixir  of  vitriol  in  a glafs  of 
wine  or  water.  The  chalybeate  wine  is  likewife  an 
excellent  medicine  in  this  cafe.  It  ftrengthens  the 
folids,  and  powerfully  affifts  Nature  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  good  blood  *. 

Agreeable  amufements,  cheerful  company,  and 
riding  about,  are  however  preferable  to  all  medi- 
cines in  this  difeafe.  For  which  reafon,  when  the 
patient  can  afford  it,  we  would  recommend  a long 
journey  of  pleafure,  as  the  moft  likely  means  to 
reftore  his  health. 

What  is  called  a fymptomatic  confumption  cannot 
be  cured  without  firft  removing  the  difeafe  by  which 
it  is  occafioned.  Thus,  when  a confumption  pro- 
ceeds from  the  fcrophula  or  king’s  evil,  from  the 
fcurvy,  the  afthma,  the  venereal  difeafe,  &c.  a due 
attention  muft  be  paid  to  the  malady  from  whence 
it  arifes,  and  the  regimen  and  medicine  direded 
accordingly. 

When  excejjive  evacuations  of  any  kind  occafion 
a confumption,  they  muft  not  only  be  retrained, 
but  the  patient’s  ftrength  mufl:  be  reftored  by  gentle 
exercife,  nourifhing  diet,  and  generous,  cordials. 
Young  and  delicate  mothers  often  fall  into  con- 
fumptions,  by  giving  fuck  too  long.  As  foon  as 
they  perceive  their  ftrength  and  appetite  begin  to 
fail,  they  ought  immediately  to  wean  the  child,  or 
provide  another  nurfe,  ptherwife  they  cannot  exped 
a cufe. 

Before  we  quit  this  fubjed,  we  would  earneftly 
recommend  it  to  all,  as  they  wifli  to  avoid  con- 
fpmptions,  to  take  as  much  exercife  without  doors 
as  they  can,  to  avoid  unwholefome  air,  and  to  ftudy 
fobriety.  Confumptions  owe  their  prefent  increafe 

* See  Appendix,  Chalybeate  wine. 
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not  a little  to  the  fafhion  of  fitting  up  late,  eating 
hot  fuppers,  and  fpending  every  evening  over  a 
bowl  of  hot  punch  or  other  ftrong  liquors.  Thefe 
liquors,  when  too  freely  ufed,  not  only  hurt  the 
digeftion,  and  fpoil  the  appetite,  but  heat  and 
inflame  the  blood,  and  fet  the  whole  conftitution 
on  fire. 


CHAP.  XIX. 

OF  THE  SLOW  OR  NERVOUS  FEVER. 

“FlTERVOUS  fevers  have  increafed  greatly  of  ’ 
late  years  in  this  ifland,  owing  doubtlefs  to  our 
different  manner  of  living,  and  the  increafe  of  fe- 
dentary  employments;  as  they  commonly  attack 
perfons  of  a weak  relaxed  habit,  who  negleft  exer- 
cife,  eat  little  folid  food,  fludy  hard,  or  indulge 
in  Spirituous  liquors. 

CAUSES.— Nervous  fevers  may  be  occafioned 
by  whatever  deprelfes  the  fpirits,  or  impoverishes 
the  blood;  as  grief,  fear,  anxiety,  want  of  fleep, 
intenfe  thought,  living  on  poor  watery  diet,  unripe 
fruits,  cucumbers,  melons,  muffiroons,  &c.  They 
may  likewife  be  occafioned  by  damp,  confined,  or 
unwholefome  air.  Hence  they  are  very  common  in 
rainy  feafons,  and  prove  mo  ft  fatal  tothofewho  live 
in  dirty  low  houfes,  crowded  flreets,  hofpitals,  jails, 
or  fuch-like  places. 

Perfons  whofe  constitutions  have  been  broken  by 
* exceffive  venery,  frequent  Salivations,  too  free  an 
ufe  of  purgative  medicines,  or  any  other  exceffive 
evacuations,  are  moft  liable  to  this  difeafe. 

Keeping  on  wet  clothes,  lying  on  the  damp 
ground,  exceffive  fatigue,  and  whatever  obftru&s 

the 
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the  perforation,  or  caufes  a fpafmodic  ftri&ure  of 
the  folids,  may  likewife  occafion  nervous  fevers. 
We  ffiall  only  add,  frequent  and  great  irregula- 
rities in  diet.  Too  great  abftinence,  as  well  as 
excefs,  is  hurtful.  Nothing  tends  fo  much  to  pre- 
ferve  the  body  in  a found  date  as  a regular  diet; 
nor  can  any  thing  contribute  more  to  occafion 
fevers  of  the  word  kind  than  its  oppofite. 

SYMPTOMS. Low  fpirits,  want  of  appe- 

tite, weaknefs,  wearinefs  after  motion,  watchful- 
nefs,  deep  fighing,  and  deje&ion  of  mind,  are  ge- 
nerally the  forerunners  of  this  difeafe.  Thefe  are 
fucceeded  by  a quick  low  pulfe,  a dry  tongue  with- 
out any  confiderable  third,  chillnefs  and  flufhing 
in  turns,  &c. 

After  fome  time  the  patient  complains  of  a gid- 
dinefs  and  pain  of  the  head,  has  a naufea,  with 
Teachings  and  vomiting;  the  pulfe  is  quick,  and 
fometimes  intermitting;  the  urine  pale,  refem- 
bling  dead  fmall-beer,  and  the  breathing  is  diffi- 
cult, with  oppreffion  of  the  bread,  and  flight  alien- 
ations of  mind. 

If  towards  the  ninth,  tenth,  or  twelfth  day,  the 
tongue  becomes  more  moift,  with  a plentiful  fpit- 
ting,  a gentle  purging,  or  a moifture  upon  the 
Ikin;  or  if  a fuppuration  happens  in  one  or  both 
ears,  or  large  puftules  break  out  about  the  lips 
and  nofe,  there  is  reafon  to  hope  for  a favourable 
crifis. 

But  if  there  is  an  exgeffive  loofenefs,  or  wafting 
fweats,  with  frequent  fainting  fits ; if  the  tongue, 
when  put  out,  trembles  exceffively,  and  the  extre- 
mities feel  cold,  with  a fluttering  or  flow  creeping 
pulfe;  if  there  is  a darting  of  the  tendons,  an  al~ 
mod  total  lofs  of  fight  and  hearing,  and  an  invo- 
luntary difcharge  by  dool  and  urine,  there  is  great 
reafon  to  fear  that  death  is  approaching. 


REGI- 
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REGIMEN. -It  is  very  neceflary  in  this  dif- 

eafe  to  keep  the  patient  cool  and  quiet.  The  lead 
motion  would  fatigue  him,  and  will  be  apt  to  oc- 
cafion  wearinefs,  and  even  faintings.  His  mind 
ought  not  only  to  be  kept  eafy,  but  Toothed  and 
comforted  with  the  hopes  of  a fpeedy  recovery. 
Nothing  is  more  hurtful  in  low  fevers  of  this  kind 
than  prefenting  to  the  patient’s  imagination  gloomy 
or  frightful  ideas.  Thefe  of  themfelves  often  oc- 
cafion  nervous  fevers,  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted 
but  they  will  like  wife  aggravate  them. 

The  patient  mult  not  be  kept  too  low.  His 
ftrength  and  fpirits  ought  to  be  fupported  by  nou- 
rifhing  diet  and  generous  cordials.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  his  gruel,  panado,  or  whatever  food  he  takes, 
mu  ft  be  mixed  with  wine  according  as  the  fymp- 
toms  may  require.  Pretty  ftrong  wine-whey,  or 
fmall  negus,  fharpened  with  the  juice  of  orange  or 
lemon,  will  be  proper  for  his  ordinary  drink.  Muf- 
tard-whev  is  likewife  a very  proper  drink  in  this 
fever,  and  may  be  rendered  an  excellent  cordial 
medicine  by  the  addition  of  a proper  quantity  of 
white-wine  *. 

Wine  in  this  difeafe,  if  it  could  be  obtained 
genuine,  is  almoft  the  only  medicine  that  would 
be  neceffary.  Good  wine  poffeffes  all  the  virtues  of 
the  cordial  medicines,  while  it  is  free  from  many 
of  their  bad  qualities.  I fay  good  wine  ; for  how- 
ever common  this  article  of  luxury  is  now  become, 
it  is  rarely  to  be  obtained  genuine,  efpecially  by  the 
poor,  who  are  obliged  to  purchafe  it  in  fmall  quart* 
tities. 

I have  often  feen  patients  in  low  nervous  fevers 
where  the  puife  could  hardly  be  felt,  with  a con- 
ftant  delirium,  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  and  at- 

* See  Appendix,  Muftard-whey . 
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mod  every  other  mortal  fymptom,  recover  by  ufing 
in  whey,  gruel,  and  negus, 'a  bottle  or  two  of  ftrong 
wine  every  day.  Good  old  found  claret  is  the  bed, 
and  may  be  made  into  negus,  or  given  by  itfelf,  as 
circumdances  require. 

In  a word,  the  great  aim  in  this  difeafe  is  to  fup- 
port  the  patient’s  drength,  by  giving  him  frequently 
fmali  quantities  of  the  above,  or  other  drinks  of  a 
warm  and  cordial  nature.  He  is  not  however 
to  be  over-heated  either  with  liquor  or  clothes; 
and  his  food  ought  to  be  light,  and  given  in  fmali 
quantities. 

MEDICINE. Where  a naufea,  load,  and 

ficknefs  at  domach,  prevail  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fever,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  give  the  patient  a gentle 
vomit.  Fifteen  or  twenty  grains  of  ipecacuanha 
in  fine  powder,  or  a few  fpoonfuls  of  the  vomiting 
julep  *,  will  generally  anfwer  this  purpofe  very  well. 
This  may  be  repeated  any  time  before  the  third  or 
fourth  day,  if  the  above  fymptoms  continue.  Vo- 
mits not  only  clean  the  domach,  but,  by  the  ge- 
neral fhock  which  they  give,  promote  the  perfora- 
tion, and  have  many  other  excellent  effedts  in  flow 
fevers,  where  there  are  no  figns  of  inflammation,  and 
nature  wants  roufing. 

Such  as  dare  not  venture  upon  a vomit  may  clean 
the  bowels  by  a fmali  dofe  of  Turkey  rhubarb, 
or  an  infufion  of  fenna  and  manna. 

In  all  fevers,  the  great  point  is  to  regulate  the 
fymptoms,  fo  as  to  prevent  them  from  going  to  ei- 
ther extreme,  Thus,  in  fevers  of  the  inflammatory 
kind,  where  the  force  of  the  circulation  is  too  great, 
or  the  blood  denfe,  and  the  fibres  too  rigid, 
bleeding  and  other  evacuations  are  neceffary.  But 
in  nervous  fevers,  where  nature  flags,  where  the 
blood  is  vapid  and  poor,  and  the  folids  relaxed. 


* dee  Appendix,  Vomiting  Julep . 
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the  lancet  mud  be  fpared,  and  wine,  with  other 
cordials,  plentifully  adminidered. 

It  is  the  more  necefiary  to  caution  people  againd 
bleeding  in  this  difeafe,  as  there  is  generally  at  the 
beginning  an  univerfal  dridture  upon  the  veflels, 
and  fometimes  an  oppreffion  and  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, which  fugged  the  idea  of  a plethora,  or  too 
great  a quantity  of  blood.  I have  known  even  fome 
of  the  faculty  deceived  by  their  own  feelings  in  this 
refpedl,  £b  far  as  to  infill  upon  being  bled,  when  it 
was  evident  from  the  conlequences  that  the  ope- 
ration was  improper. 

Though  bleeding  is  generally  improper  in  this 
difeafe,  yet  blillering  is  highly  neceflary.  Blider- 
ing-pladers  may  be  applied  at  all  times  of  the  fever 
with  great  advantage.  If  the  patient  is  delirious, 
he  ought  to  be  blifbered  on  the  neck  or  head,  and 
it  will  be  the  fafelt  courfe,  when  the  infenfibility 
continues,  as  foon  as  the  difcharge  occalioned  by 
one  blifbering-plafber  abates,  to  apply  another  to 
fome  other  part  of  the  body,  and  by  that  means 
keep  up  a continual  fucceffion  of  them  till  he  be 
out  of  danger. 

I have  been  more  fenfible  of  the  advantage  of 
blillering  in  this  than  in  any  other  difeafe.  Blider- 
ing-plafters  not  only  llimulate  the  folids  to  adlion, 
but  likewife  occafion  a continual  difcharge,  which 
may  in  fome  meafure  fupply  the  want  of  critical 
evacuations,  which  feldom  happen  in  this  kind  of 
fever.  They  are  mod  proper,  however,  either  to- 
wards the  beginning,  or  after  fome  degree  of  dupor 
has  come  on,  in  which  lad  cafe  it  will  always  be 
proper  to  blider  the  head. 

If  the  patient  is  codive  through  the  courfe  of  the 
difeafe,  it  will  be  necelfary  to  procure  a dool,  by 
giving  him  every  other  day  a clyder  of  milk  and 
water,  with  a little  fugar,  to  which  may  be  added 
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a fpoonful  ofcommon  fair,  if  the  above  does  not 
operate. 

Should  a violent  loofenefs  come  on,  it  may  be 
checked  by  fmall  quantities  of  Venice  treacle,  or 
giving  the  patient  for  his  ordinary  drink  the  white 
decodlion  *. 

A miliary  eruption  fometimes  breaks  out  about 
the  ninth  or  tenth  day.  As  eruptions  are  often  cri- 
tical, great  care  fhould  be  taken  not  to  retard  Na- 
ture’s operation  in  this  particular.  The  eruption 
ought  neither  to  be  checked  by  bleeding  nor  other 
evacuations,  nor  pufhed  out  by  a hot  regimen;  but 
the  patient  fhould  be  fupported  by  gentle  cordials, 
as  wine-whey,  fmall  negus,  fago- gruel  with  a little 
wrne  in  it,  and  fuch  like.  He  ought  not  to  be  kept 
too  warm;  yet  a kindly  breathing  fweat  fhould  by 
no  means  be  checked. 

Though  bliftering  and  the  ufe  of  cordial  liquors 
are  the  chief  things  to  be  depended  on  in  this  kind 
of  fever ; yet  for  thofe  who  may  chufe  to  ufe  them, 
we  fhall  mention  one  or  two  of  the  forms  of  medi- 
cine which  are  commonly  prefcribed  in  itf. 

In  defperate  cafes,  where  the  hiccup  and  Parting 
of  the  tendons  have  already  come  on,  we  have 
fometimes  feen  extraordinary  effedls  from  large 
doles  of  mufk  frequently  repeated.  Mufk  is  doubt- 
lefs  an  antifpafmodic,  and  may  be  given  to  the 
quantity  of  a fcruple  three  or  four  times  a-day,  or 

* See  Appendix,  White  Decoflion. 

t When  the  patient  is  low,  ten  grains  of  Virginian  fnake- 
root,  and  the  fame  quantity  of  contrayerva-root,  wnh  five  grains 
of  Ruffian  caftor,  all  in  fine  powder,  may  be  made  into  a bolus 
with  a little  of  the  cordial  confection  of  fyrup  of  faffron.  One 
of  thefe  may  be  taken  every  four  or  five  hours. 

The  following  powder  may  be  ufed  with  the  fame  intention  : 
Take  wild  Valerian-root  in  powder  one  fcruple,  fafrron  and  caftor 
each  four  grains.  Mix  thefe  by  rubbing  them  together  in  a 
mortar,  and  give  one  in  a cup  of  wine-whey,  three  or  four  times 
a*day. 
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oftener  if  neceflary.  Sometimes  it  may  be  proper 
to  add  to  the  mufk  a few  grains  of  camphire,  and 
fait  of  hartfhorn,  as  thefe  tend  to  promote  perfo- 
ration and  the  difcharge  of  urine.  Thus  fifteen 
grains  of  mufk,  with  three  grains  of  camphire,  and 
fix  grains  of  fait  of  hartfhorn,  may  be  made  into 
a bolus  with  a little  fyrup,  and  given  as  above. 

If  the  fever  fhould  happen  to  intermit,  which  ic 
frequently  does  towards  the  decline,  or  if  the  pa- 
tient's ftrength  fhould  be  wafted  with  colliquative 
fweats,  &c.  it  will  be  neceflary  to  give  him  the  Pe- 
ruvian bark.  Half  a drachm,  or  a whole  drachm, 
if  the  ftomach  will  bear  it,  of  the  bark  in  fine 
powder,  may  be  given  four  or  five  times  a-day  in  a 
glafs  of  red  port  or  claret.  Should  the  bark  in 
fubftance  not  fit  eafy  on  the  ftomach,  an  ounce  of 
it  in  powder  may  be  infufed  in  a bottle  of  Lifbon 
or  Rhenifh  wine  for  two  or  three  days,  afterwards 
it  may  be  {trained,  and  a glafs  of  it  taken  fre- 
quently *. 

Some  give  the  bark  in  this  and  other  fevers,  where 
there  are  no  fymptoms  of  inflammation,  without 
any  regard  to  the  remiflion  or  intermiflion  of  the 
fever.  How  far  future  obfervations  may  tend  to 
eftablifh  this  practice,  we  will  not  pretend  fo  fay  * 
but  we  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the  bark  is  a very 
univerfal  febrifuge,  and  that  it  may  be  adminiftered 
with  advantage  in  moft  fevers  where  bleeding  is  not 
neceflary,  or  where  there  are  no  fymptoms  of  topical 
inflammation.  ^ 

♦ The  bark  may  likewife  be  very  properly  adminiftered,  along 
with  other  cordials,  in  the  following  manner : Take  an  ounce  of 
Peruvian  bark,  orange-peel  half  an  ounce,  Virginian  fnake-root 
two  drachms,  faftron  one  drachm.  Let  all  of  them  be  powdered, 
and  infufed  in  an  Englifli  pint  of  the  belt  brandy  for  three  or  four 
days.  Afterwards  the  liquor  may  be  ftrained,  and  two  tea- 
Ipoonfuls  of  it  given  three  or  four  times  a-day  in  a glafs  oi  fa  all 
wine  or  negus. 
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OF  THE  MALIGNANT,  PUTRID,  OR 
SPOTTED  FEVER. 

^pHIS  may  be  called  the  peftilehtial  fever  of  Eu- 
-*■  rope,  as  in  many  of  its  fymptoms  it  bears  a great 
refemblance  to  that  dreadful  difeafe  the  plagiie. 
Perfons  of  a lax  habit,  a melancholy  difpofltion,  and 
thofe  whofe  vigour  has  been  wafted  by  long  fading* 
watching,  hard  labour,  exceffive  venery,  frequent 
falivations,  fee.  are  mod  liable  to  it. 

CAUSES.— This  fever  is  occafioned  by  foul 

air,  from  a number  of  people  being  confined  in  a 
narrow  place,  not  properly  ventilated;  from  putrid 
animal  and  vegetable  effluvia,  fee.  Hence  it  pre- 
vails in  camps,  jails,  hofpitals  and  infirmaries,  efpe- 
cially  where  fuch  places  are  too  much  crowded,  and 
cleanlinefs  is  negle6ted. 

A clofe  conftitution  of  the  air,  with  long  rainy 
or  foggy  weather,  likewife  occafions  putrid  fevers. 
They  often  fucceed  great  inundations  in  low  and 
marfhy  countries,  efpecially  when  thefe  are  pre- 
ceded or  followed  by  a hot  and  fultry  feafon. 

Living  too  much  upon  animal  food,  without  a 
proper  mixti  <e  of  vegetables,  or  eating  fifh  or  flefh 
that  has  been  kept  too  long,  are  likewife  apt  to  oc- 
cafion  this  kind  of  fever.  Hence  failors  on  long 
voyages,  and  the  inhabitants  of  befieged  cities,  are 
very  often  vifited  with  putrid  fevers. 

Corn  that  has  been  greatly  damaged  by  rainy  fea- 
Tons,  or  long  keeping,  and  water  which  has  become 
putrid  by  ftagnation,  &c.  may  likewife  occafion  this 
fever. 
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Dead  carcafes  tainting  the  air,  efpeciallv  in  hot 
feafons,  are  very  apt  to  cccafion  putrid  difeafes. 
Hence  this  kind  of  fever  often  prevails  in  countries 
which  are  the  lcenes  of  war  and  bloodfhed.  This 
fhews  the  propriety  of  removing  burying- grounds, 
daughter -houfes,  &c.  at  a proper  didance  from  great 
towns. 

Want  of  cleanlinefs  is  a very  general  caufe  of  pu- 
trid fevers.  Hence  they  prevail  amongft  the  poor 
inhabitants  of  large  towns,  who  breathe  a confined 
unwholefome  air,  and  neglect  cleanlinefs.  Such 
mechanics  as  carry  on  dirty  employments,  and  are 
condantly  confined  within  doors,  are  likewile  very 
liable  to  this  difeafe. 

We  fhall  only  add,  that  putrid,  malignant,  or 
fpotted  fevers,  are  highly  infectious,  and  are  there- 
fore often  communicated  by  contagion.  For  which 
reafon  all  perfons  ought  to  keep  at  a diftance  from 
thofe  affeCted  with  fuch  difeafes,  unlefs  their  attend- 
ance is  abfolutely  necedfary. 

SYMPTOMS. The  malignant  fever  is  ge- 

nerally preceded  by  a remarkable  weaknefs  or  lofs 
of  drength,  without  any  apparent  caufe.  This  is 
fometimes  fo  great,  that  the  patient  can  fcarce  walk, 
or  even  fit  upright,  without  being  in  danger  of 
fainting  away.  His  mind  too  is  greatly  de- 
jected ; he  fighs,  and  is  full  of  dreadful  appre- 
henfions. 

There  is  a naufea,  and  fometimes  a vomiting  of 
bile;  a violent  pain  of  the  head,  with  a drong  pul- 
fation  or  throbbing  of  the  temporal  arteries  ; the 
eyes  often  appear  red  and  inflamed,  with  a pain  at 
the  bottom  of  the  orbit;  there  is  a noile  in  the  ears, 
the  breathing  is  laborious,  and  often  interrupted 
with  a figh;  the  patient  complains  of  a pain  about 
the  region  of  the  Aomach,  and  in  his  back  and 
loins;  his  tongue  is  at  fird  white,  but  afterwards  it 

appears 
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appears  black  and  chaped  ; and  his  teeth  are  co- 
vered with  a black  cruft.  He  fometimes  pafles 
worms  both  upwards  and  downwards,  is  affecled 
with  tremors  or  fhaking,  and  often  becomes  de- 
lirious'. 

If  blood  is  let,  it  appears  difiblved,  or  with  a 
very  fmali  degree  of  coheflon,  and  foon  becomes 
putrid;  the  ftools  fmell  extremely  foetid,  and  are 
fometimes  of  a greenifh,  black,  or  reddifh  caft. 
Spots  of  a pale  purple,  dun,  or  black  colour,  often 
appear  upon  the  fk-in,  and  fometimes  there  are  vio- 
lent haemorrhages,  or  difcharges  of  blood  from  the 
mouth,  eyes,  nofe,  &c. 

Putrid  fevers  may  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  in- 
flammatory, by  the  fmallnefs  of  the  pulfe,  the  great 
dejection  of  mind,  the  diflolved  ftate  of  the  blood, 
the  petechia,  or  purple  fpots,  and  the  putrid  fmell 
of  the  excrements.  They  may  likewife  be  diftin- 
guiflied  from  the  low  or  nervous  fever,  by  the  heat 
and  third:  being  greater,  the  urine  of  a higher  co- 
lour, and  the  lofs  of  ftrength,  dejection  of  mind, 
and  all  the  other  fymptoms  more  violent. 

It  fometimes  happens,  however,  that  the  inflam- 
matory, nervous,  and  putrid  fymptoms  are  lo  blend- 
ed together,  as  to  render  it  very  difficult  to  deter- 
mine to  which  clafs  the  fever  belongs.  In  this 
cafe  the  greateft  caution  and  fkdl  are  requifite. 
Attention  mull  be  paid  to  thofe  fymptoms  which 
are  molt  prevalent,  and  both  the  regimen  and  me- 
dicines adapted  to  them. 

Inflammatory  and  nervous  fevers  may  be  con- 
verted into  malignant  and  putrid,  by  too  hot  a 
regimen' or  improper  medicines. 

The  duration  of  putrid  fevers  is  extremely  un- 
certain ; fometimes  they  terminate  between  the  le- 
venth  and  fourteenth  day,  and  at  other  times  they 
are  prolonged  for  five  or  fix  weeks.  Their  du- 
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ration  depends  greatly  upon  the  conftitution  of  the 
patient,  and  the  manner  of  treating  thedifeafe. 

The  molt  favourable  fymptoms  are,  a gentle  loof<*- 
nefs  after  the  fourth  or  fifth  day,  with  a warm  mild 
fweat.  Thefe,  when  continued  for  a confiderable 
time,  often  carry  off  the  fever,  and  fhould  never  be 
imprudently  flopped.  Small  miliary  puftules  ap- 
pearing between  the  petechia  or  purple  fpots  are 
likewife  favourable,  as  alfo  hot  fcabby  eruptions 
about  the  mouth  and  nofe.  It  is  a good  fign  when, 
the  pulfe  rifes  upon  the  ufe  of  wine,  or  other  cor- 
dials, and  the  nervous  fymptoms  abate-;  deafnefs 
coming  on  towards  the  decline  of  the  fever,  is 
likewife  often  a favourable  fymptom  *,  as  are  ab- 
fceffes  in  the  groin  or  parotid  glands. 

Among  the  unfavourable  fymptoms  may  be 
reckoned  an  exceffive  loofenefs,  with  a hard  fwelled 
belly;  large  black  or  livid  blotches  breaking  out 
upon  the  {kin  ; apthse  in  the  mouth;  cold  clammy 
fweats ; blindnefs;  change  of  the  voice;  a wild 
flaring  of  the  eyes;  difficulty  of  fwallowing;  in- 
ability to  put  out  the  tongue;  and  a conflant  in- 
clination to  uncover  the  breaft.  When  the  fweat 
and  faliva  are  tinged  with  blood,  and  the  urine  is 
black,  or  depofits  a black  footy  fediment,  the  pa- 
tient is  in  great  danger.  Starting  of  the  tendons, 
and  foetid,  ichorous,  involuntary  ftools,  attended 
with  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  are  generally  the 
forerunners  of  death. 

REGIMEN. — — In  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe 
we  ought  to  endeavour  as  far  as  poffible  to  coun- 
teract the  putrid  tendency  of  the  humours;  to 
fupport  the  patient’s  llrength  and  fpirits  ; and  to 
a (fill  Nature  in  expelling  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe, 

* Deafnefs  is  not  always  a favourable  fymptom  in  this  difeafe. 
Perhaps  it  is  only  fo  when  occafioned  by  abfceffes  formed  within 
the  ears. 

by 
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by  gentle  promoting  perfpiration  and  the  other  eva- 
cuations. 

It  has  been  obfervrd,  that  putrid  fevers  are  often 
occafioned  by  unwholefome  air,  and  of  courfe  they 
mutt  be  aggravated  by  it.  Care  fhould  therefore 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  air  from  ftagnating  in  the 
patient’s  chamber,  to  keep  it  cool,  and  renew  it 
frequently,  by  opening  the  doors  or  windows  of 
fome  adjacent  apartment.  The  breath  and  perfpi- 
ration of  perfons  in  perfect  health  foon  render  the 
air  of  a fmall  apartment  noxious  ; but  this  will 
fooner  happen  from  the  perfpiration  and  breath  of 
a perfon  whofe  whole  mafs  of  humours  are  in  a 
putrid  (late. 

Befides  the  frequent  ad  mi  (lion  of  frefh  air,  we 
would  recommend  the  ufe  of  vinegar,  verjuice, 
j,uice  of  lemon,  Seville  orange,  or  any  kind  of  ve- 
getable acid  that  can  be  mod  readily  obtained. 
Thefe  ought  frequently  to  be  fprinkled  upon  the 
floor,  the  bed,  and  every  part  of  the  room.  They 
may  alfo  be  evaporated  with  a hot  iron,  or  by  boil- 
ing, &c.  The  frefti  fkins  of  lemons  or  oranges 
ought  likewife  to  be  laid  in  different  parts  of  the 
room,  and  they  (hould  be  frequently  held  to  the 
patient’s  nofe.  The  u!e  of  acids  in  this  manner 
would  not  only  prove  very  refrefhing  to  the  patient, 
but  would  likewife  tend*  to  prevent  the  infedlion 
from  fpreading  among  thofe  who  attend  him. 
Strong  lcented  herbs,  as  rue,  tanfy,  rofemary,  worm- 
wood, &c.  may  likewife  be  laid  in  different  parts  of 
the  houfe,  and  fmelled  to  by  thofe  who  go  near 
the  patient. 

The  patient  muff  not  only  be  kept  cool,  but 
likewife  quiet  and  eafy.  The  lead  node  will  affedt 
his  head,  and  the  fmalled  fatigue  will  be  apt  to 
make  him  faint. 

Few  things  are  of  greater  importance  in  this  dif- 
eafe  than  acids,  which  ought  to  be  mixed  with  all 
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the  patient's  food  as  well  as  drink.  Orange,  lemon* 
or  vinegar  whey,  are  all  very  proper,  and  may  be 
drank  by  turns,  according  to  the  patient’s  inclina- 
tion. They  may  be  rendered  cordial  by  the  addi- 
tion of  wine  in  fuch  q uantity  as  the  patient’s  ftrength 
feems  to  require.  When  he  is  very  low,  he  may 
drink  negus,  with  only  one  half  water,  and  fliarp- 
ened  with  the  juice  of  orange  or  lemon.  In  fome 
cafes  a glafs  of  wine  may  now  and  then  be  al- 
lowed. The  mod  proper  wine  is  Rhenifh ; but  if 
the  body  be  open,  red  port  or  claret  is  to  be  pre- 
ferred. 

When  the  body  isTound,  a tea-fpoonful  of  the 
cream  of  tartar  may  be  put  into  a cup  of  the  pa- 
tient’s drink,  as  there  is  occafion ; or  he  may  drink 
a deception  of  tamarinds,  which  will  both  quench 
his  third,  and  promote  a difeharge  by  dooi. 

If  camomile-tea  will  fit  upon  his  domach,  it  is 
a very  proper  drink  in  this  difeafe.  It  may  be  firarp- 
ened  by  adding  to  every  cup  of  the  tea  ten  or  fifteen 
drops  of  the  elixir  of  vitriol. 

The  food  mud  be  light,  as  panado  or  groat  gruel, 
to  which  a little  wine  may  be  added,  if  the  patient  < 
be  weak  and  low;  and  they  ought  all  to  be  fharp- 
cned  with  the  juice  of  orange,  the  jelly  of  curran  ts, 
or  the  like.  The  patient  ought  likewife  to  eat  freely 
of  ripe  fruits,  as  roaded  apples,  currant  or  goofe- 
berry  tarts,  preferved  cherries,  or  plums,  &c. 

Taking  a little  food  or  drink  frequently,  not  only 
fupports  the  fpirits,  but  counteradts  the  putrid  ten- 
dency of  the  humours;  for  which  reafon  the  patient 
ought  frequently  to  be  fipping  fmall  quantities  of 
fome  of  the  acid  liquors  mentioned  above,  or  any 
that  may  be  more  agreeable  to  his  palate,  or  more 
readily  obtained. 

If  he  is  delirious,  his  feet  and  hands  ought  to  be 
frequently  fomented  with  a drong  infufion  of  camo- 
mile flowers.  This,  or  an  infufion  of  the  bark,  to 

fuch 
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fuch  as  caa  -afford  it,  cannot  fail  to  have  a good 
effcd.  Fomentations  of  this  kind  not  only  relieve 
the  head,  by  relaxing  the  veffels  in  the  extremities* 
but  as  their  contents  are  abforbed,  and  taken  into 
the  fyftem,  they  may  affifl  in  preventing  the  pu- 
trefcency  of  the  humours. 

MEDICINE. If  a vomit  be  given  at  the 

beginning  of  this  fever,  it  will  hardly  fail  to  have 
a good  effedt ; but  if  the  fever  has  gone  on  for  fome 
days,  and  the  fymptoms  are  violent,  vomits  are 
not  quite  fo  fafe.  The  body  however  is  always 
to  be  kept  gently  open  by  clyfters,  or  mild  laxative 
medicines. 

Bleeding  is  feldcm  neceffary  in  putrid  fevers.  If 
there  be  figns  of  an  inflammation,  it  may  fometimes 
be  permitted  at  the  firft  onfet  j but  the  repetition  of 
it  generally  proves  hurtful. 

Bliftering  plaflers  are  never  to  be  ufed  unlefs  in 
the  greateft  extremities.  If  the  petechis  or  fpots 
lhould  fuddenly  difappear,  the  patient’s  pulfe  fink 
remarkably,  and  a delirium,  with  other  bad  fymp- 
toms, come  on,  bliftering  may  be  permitted.  In 
this  cafe  the  bliftering  plaflers  are  to  be  applied  to 
the  head,  and  infide  of  the  legs  or  thighs.  But  as 
they  are  fometimes  apt  to  occafion  a gangrene,  we 
would  rather  recommend  warm  cataplafms  or  poul- 
tices of  muftard  and  vinegar  to  be  applied  to  the 
feet,  having  recourfe  to  blifters  only  in  the  utmoft 
extremities. 

It  is  common  in  the  beginning  of  this  fever  to 
give  the  emetic  tartar  in  fmall  dofes,  repeated  every 
fecond  or  third  hour,  till  it  (hall  either  vomit,  purge, 
or  throw  the  patient  into  a fweat.  This  practice 
is  very  proper,  provided  it  be  not  pufhed  fo  far 
as  to  weaken  the  patient. 

A very  ridiculous  notion  has  long  prevailed,  of 
expelling  the  poifonous  matter  of  malignant  dif- 
cafes  by  trifling  dofes  of  cordial  or  alexipharmic 
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medicines.  In  confequence  of  this  notion,  the 
contrayerva-root,  the  cordial  confe&ion,  the  mi- 
thridate,  &c.  have  been  extolled  as  infallible  re- 
medies. There  is  reafon  however  to  believe,  that 
thefe  feldom  do  much  good.  Where  cordials  are 
necefiary,  we  know  none  that  is  fuperior  to  good 
wine;  and  therefore  again  recommend  it  both  as 
the  fafeft  and  bed.  Wine,  with  acids  and  anti- 
feptics,  are  the  only  things  to  be  relied  on  in  the 
cure  of  malignant  fevers. 

In  the  moll  dangerous  ipecies  of  this  difeafe, 
when  it  is  attended  with  purple,  livid,  or  black 
fpots,  the  Peruvian  bark  mud  be  adminiftered.  I 
have  feen  it,  when  joined  with  acids,  prove  fuc- 
cefsful,  even  in  cafes  where  the  petechias  had  the 
moft  threatening  afpe<5l.  But,  to  anfwer  this  pur- 
pofe,  it  mud  not  only  be  given  in  large  dofes,  but 
duly  perfided  in. 

The  bed  method  of  adminidering  the  bark  is 
certainly  in  fubftance.  An  ounce  of  it  in  powder 
may  be  mixed  with  half  an  Englifh  pint  of  water, 
and  the  fame  quantity  of  red  wine,  and  fharpened 
with  the  elixir  or  the  fpirit  of  vitriol,  which  will 
both  make  it  fit  eafier  on  the  domach,  and  render 
it  more  beneficial.  Two  or  three  ounces  of  the 
Jyrup  of  lemon  may  be  added,  and  two  table- 
fpoonfuls  of  the  mixture  taken  every  two  hours,  or 
oftener,  if  the  domach  is  able  to  bear  it. 

Thofe  who  cannot  take  the  bark  in  fubdance  may 
infufe  it  in  wine,  as  recommended  in  the  preceding 
difeafe. 

If  there  be  a violent  loofenefs,  the  bark  mud  be 
boiled  in  red  wine  with  a little  cinnamon,  and  fharp- 
ened with  the  elixir  of  vitriol,  as  above.  Nothing 
can  be  more  beneficial  in  this  kind  of  loofenels  than 
plenty  of  acids,  and  fuch  things  as  promote  a gentle 
perfpirauon. 
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If  the  patient  be  troubled  with  vomiting,  a dram 
of  the  fait  of  wormwood,  diffolved  in  an  ounce  and 
half  of  frefh  lemon-juice,  and  made  into  a draught 
with  an  ounce  of  funple  cinnamon  water,  and  a bit 
of  fugar,  may  be  given  and  repeated  as  often  as  it 
is  neceflary. 

If  lwellings  of  the  glands  appear,  their  fuppura- 
tion  is  to  be  promoted  by  the  applibation  of  poul- 
tices, ripening  cataplafms,  &c.  And  as  foon  as  there 
is  any  appearance  of  matter  in  them,  they  ought  to 
be  laid  open,  and  the  poultices  continued. 

I have  known  large  ulcerous  fores  break  out  in 
various  p£rts  of  the  body,  in  the  decline  of  this 
fever,  of  a livid  gangrenous  appearance,  and  a molt 
putrid  cadaverous  fmell.  Thefe  gradually  healed, 
and  the  patient  recovered,  by  the  plentiful  ufe  of 
Peruvian  bark  and  wine,  fharpened  with  the  fpirits 
of  vitriol. 

For  preventig  putrid  fevers  we  vwould  recom- 
mend a ftridt  regard  to  cleanhnefs;  a dry  fnuation; 
fuffrcient  exercife  in  the  open  air;  wholefome  food, 
and  a moderate  ufe  of  generous  liquors.  Infeblion 
ought  above  all  things  to  be  avoided.  No  confti- 
tution  is  proof  againft:  it.  I have  known  perfons 
feized  with  a putrid  fever,  by  only  making  a fingle 
vifn  to  a patient  in  it;  others  have  caught  it  by 
lodging  for  one  night  in  a town  where  it  prevailed; 
and  feme  by  attending  the  funerals  of  fuch  as  died 
of  it  *. 

* The  late  Sir  John  Pringle  expreffed  a concern  left  thefe 
cautions  fhould  prevent  people  from  attending  their  friends  or 
relations  when  aftlifted  with  putrid  fevers.  I told  him  I meant 
only  to  difeourage  un  neceflary  attendance,  and  mentioned  a 
number  of  inflances  where  putrid  fevers  had  proved  fatal  to 
perfons,  who  were  rather  hurtful  than  beneficial  to  the  fick. 
This  fagacious  phyfician  agreed  with  me,  in  thinking  that  a good 
do&or  and  a careful  nurfe  were  the  only  neceflary  attendants; 
and  that  all  others  not  only  endangered  themfelves,  but  gene- 
rally, by  their  folicitude  and  ill-dire&ed  care,  hurt  the  fick. 

When 


204  PUTRID  OR  SPOTTED  FEVER. 

When  a putrid  fever  feizes  any  perfon  in  a family, 
the  greateft  attention  is  neceffary  to  prevent  the  dif- 
eafe  from  fpreading.  The  fick  ought  to  be  placed 
in  a large  apartment,  as  remote  from  the  reft  of  the 
family  as  poftible  ; he  ought  likewife  to  be  kept  ex- 
tremely clean;  and  fhould  have  frcfh  air  frequently 
let  into  his  chamber;  whatever  comes  from  him 
fhould  be  immediately  removed,  hrs  linen  fhould 
be  frequently  changed,  and  thofe  in  health  ought  to 
avoid  all  unnecefTarv  communication  with  him. 

Any  one  who  is  apprehenfive  of  having  caught 
the  infection,  ought  immediately  to  take  a vomit, 
and  to  work  it  off  by  drinking  plentifully  of  camo- 
mile tea.  This  may  be  repeated  in  a day  or  two, 
if  the  apprehenftons  ftill  continue,  or  any  unfavour- 
able fymptoms  appear. 

The  perfon  ought  likewife  to  take  an  infufion  of 
the  bark  and  camomile  flowers  for  hisordinary  drink; 
and  before  he  goes  to  bed,  he  may  drink  an  Englifh 
pint  of  pretty  ftrong  negus,  or  a few  glaflfes  of 
generous  wine?  I have  been  frequently  obliged  to 
follow  this  courfe,  when  malignant  fevefs  prevailed, 
and  have  likewife  recommended  it  to  others  with 
conftant  fuccefs. 

People  generally  fly  to  bleeding  and  purging  as 
antidotes  againft  infection ; but  thefe  are  fo  far 
from  fecuring  them,  that  they  often,  by  debilitat- 
ing the  body,  increafe  the' danger. 

Thofe  who  wait  upon  the  fick  in  putrid  fevers, 
ought  always  to  have  a piece  of  fpunge  or  a hand- 
kerchief dipt  in  vinegar,  or  juice  of  lemon,  to  fmell 
to  while  near  the  patient.  They  ought  likewife  to 
wafh  their  hands,  and,  if  poftible,  to  change  their 
clothes,  before  they  go  into  company. 
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CHAP.  XXI. 

OF  THE  MILIARY  FEVER. 


HIS  fever  takes  its  name  from  the  fmall  puflules 


or  bladders  which  appear  on  the  (kin,  refem- 
bling,  in  fhape  and  fize,  the  feeds  of  millet.  The 
puftules  are  either  red  or  white,  and  fometimes 
both  are  mixed  together. 

The  whole  body  is  fometimes  covered  with  puf- 
tules;. but  they  are  generally  more  numerous  where 
the  fweat  is  moft  abundant,  as  on  the  bread,  the 
back,  &c.  A gentle  fweat,  or  moidure  on  the  fkin, 
greatly  promotes  the  eruption  ; but,  when  the  fkin 
is  dry,  the  eruption  is  both  more  painful  and  dan- 
gerous. 

Sometimes  this  is  a primary  difeafe;  but  it  is 
much  oftener  only  a fymptom  of  fame  other  malady, 
as  the  fmall-pox,  meaOes,  ardent,  putrid,  or  ner- 
vous fever,  &c.  In  all  thefe  cafes  it  is  generally 
the  effeCt  of  too  hot  a regimen  or  medicines’. 

The  miliary  fever  chiefly  attacks  the  idle  and  the 
phlegmatic,  or  perfons  of  a relaxed  habit.  The 
young  and  the  aged  are  more  liable  to  it  than  thofe 
in  the  vigour  and  prime  of  life.  It  is  likewife  more 
incident  to  women  than  men,  efpecially  the  delicate 
and  the  indolent,  who,  neglecting  exercife,  keep 
continually  within  doors,  and  live  upon  weak  watery 
diet.  Such  females  are  extremely  liable  to  be  feized 
with  this  difeafe  in  childbed,  and  often  ‘lofe  their 
lives  by  it. 

CAUSERS. — —The  miliary  fever  is  fometimes 
occafioned  by  violent  paffions  or  affections  of  the 
mind;  as  exceffive  grief,  anxiety,  thoughtfulnefs, 
&c.  It  may  likewife  be  occafioned  by  exceffive 
watching,  great  evacuations,  a weak  watery  diet,*  - 
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rainy  feafons,  eating  too  freely  of  cold,  crude,  un- 
ripe fruits,  as  plums,  cherries,  cucumbers,  melons, 
&c.  Impure  waters,  or  provifions  which  have  been 
fpoiled  by  rainy  feafons,  long  keeping,  &c.  may 
likewife  caufe  miliary  fevers.  They  may  alfo  be 
occafioned  by  the  ftoppage  of  any  Cudomary  eva- 
cuation, as  iffues,  fetons,  ulcers,  the  bleeding  piles 
in  men,  or  the  menftrual  flux  in  women,  &c. 

This  difeafein  childbed-women  is  fometimes  the 
efFeCt  of  great  codivenefs  during  pregnancy ; it  may 
likewife  be  occafioned  by  their  exceffive  ufe  of  green 
traffi,  and  other  unwholefome  things,  in  which 
pregnant  women  are  too  apt  to  indulge.  But  its 
mo(t  general  caufe  is  indolence.  Such  women  as 
lead  a fedentary  life,  efpecially  during  pregnancy, 
and  at  the  fame  time  live  grofsly,  can  hardly  efcape 
this  difeafe  in  childbed.  Hence  it  proves  extremely 
fatal  to  women  of  fafhion,  and  likewife  to  thofe 
women  in  manufacturing  towns,  who,  in  order  to 
affift  their  hufbands,  fit  clofe  within  doors  for  almod 
the  whole  of  their  time.  But  among  women  who 
are  aCtive  and  laborious,  who  live  in  the  country, 
and  take  fufficient  exercife  without  doors,  this  dif- 
eafe is  very  little  known. 

SYMPTOMS. When  this  is  a primary  dif- 

eafe, it  makes  its  attack,  like  mod  other  eruptive 
fevers,  with  a flight  fliivering,  which  is  fucceeded 
by  heat,  lofs  of  flrength,  faintifhnefs,  flghing,  a 
low  quick  pulfe,  difficulty  of  breathing,  with  great 
anxiety  and  oppreffion  of  the  bread.  The  patient 
is  redlefs,  and  fometimes  delirious;  the  tongue 
appears  white,  and  the  hands  fhake,  with  often  a 
burning  heat  in  the  palms;  and  in  childbed-women 
the  milk  generally  goes  away,  and  the  other  dif- 
charges  dop. 

The  patient  feels  an  itching  or  pricking  pain  un- 
der the  (kin,  after  which  innumerable  fmall  pudules 
of  a red  or  white  colour  .begin  to  appear.  Upon 
i this 
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this  the  fymptoms  generally  abate,  the  pulfe  becomes 
more  full  and  foft,  the  (kin  grows  moifter,  and  the 
fweat,  as  the  difeafe  advances,  begins  to  have  a pe- 
culiar foetid  fmell ; the  great  load  on  the  bread,  and 
opprefTion  of  the  fpirits,  generally  go  off,  and  the 
cudomary  evacuations  gradually  return.  About 
the  fixth  or  feventh  day  from  the  eruption,  the  puf- 
tules  begin  to  dry  and  fall  off,  which  occafions  a 
very  difagreeable  itching  in  the  fkin. 

It  is  impoffible  to  afcertain  the  exatd  time  when 
the  pudules  will  either  appear  or  go  off.  They  ge- 
nerally come  out  on  the  third  or  fourth  day,  when 
the  eruption  is  critical  ? but,  when  fymptomatical. 
they  may  appear  at  any  time  of  the  difeafe. 

Sometimes  the  pudules  appear  and  vanifli  by  turns* 
When  that  is  the  cafe,  there  is  always  danger  5 but 
when  they  go  in  all  of  a fudden,  and  do  not  appear 
again,  the  danger  is  very  great. 

In  childbed-women  the  pudules  are  commonly  at 
fird  filled  with  clear  water,  afterwards  they  grow 
yellowifh.  Sometimes  they  are  interfperfed  with 
pudules  of  a red  colour.  When  thefe  only  appear 
the  difeafe  goes  by  the  name  of  a rajh . 

REGIMEN In  all  eruptive  fevers,  of  what- 

ever kind,  the  chief  point  is  to  prevent  the  fudden 
difappearing  of  the  pudules,  and  to  promote  their 
maturation.  For  this  purpofe  the  patient  mud  be 
kept  in  fuch  a temperature,  as  neither  to  pufh  ogt 
the  eruption  too  fad,  nor  to  caufe  it  to  retreat  pre- 
maturely. The  diet  and  drink  ought  therefore  to 
be  in  a moderate  degree  nourifhing  and  cordial  $ but 
neither  ftrong  nor  heating.  The  patient’s  chamber 
ought  neither  to  be  kept  too  hot  nor  cold  5 and  he 
fhould  not  be  too  much  covered  with  clothes.  Above 
all,  the  mind  is  to  be  kept  eafy  and  cheerful.  No- 
thing lb  certainly  makes  an  eruption  go  in  as  fear, 
or  the  apprehenfion  of  danger. 


The 
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The  food  muft  be  weak  chicken-broth  with  bread* 
panado,  fago,  or  groat-gruel,  &c.  to  a gill  of  which 
may  be  added  a fpoontul  or  two  of  wine^as  the 
patient’s  (Length  requires,  with  a few  grains  of  fait 
and  a little  fugar.  Good  apples  roafted  or  boiled, 
with  other  ripe  fruits  of  an  opening  cooling  nature,  I 
may  be  eaten. 

The  drink  may  be  fuited  to  the  (late  of  thepatient’s 
(Length  and  fpirits.  If  thele  be  pretty  high,  the 
drink  ought  to  be  weak 5 as  water-gruel,  balm-tea, 
or  the  decoftion  mentioned  below*. 

When  the  patient’s  fpirits  are  low,  and  the  erup- 
tion does  not  rife  fufficiently,  his  drink  muft  be*a 
little  more  generous;  as  wine-whey,  or  fmall  negus, 
fnarpened  with  the  juice  of  orange  or  lemon,  and 
made  ftronger  or  weaker  as  circumftances  may 
require. 

Sometimes  the  miliary  fever  approaches  towards  a 
putrid  nature,  in  which  cafe  the  patient’s  ftrength 
muft  be  fupported  with  generous  cordials,  joined 
with  acids;  and,  it  the  degree  of  putrefcence  be 
great,  the  Peruvian  bark  muft  be  adminiftered. . 

If  the  head  be  much  affedled,  the  body  muft  be 
kept  open  by  emollient  clyfters-j\ 

MEDL 

* Take  two  ounces  of  the  (havings  of  hartfliorn,  and  the  fame 
quantity  of  farfaparilla,  boil  them  in  rwoEnglith  quarts  of  water. 

To  the  (trained  decoction  add  a little  white  fugar,  and  let  the 
patient  take  it  for  nis  ordinary  drink. 

h In  the  commercium  literarium  for  the  year  1735?  we  have  the 
hidory  of  an  epidemical  miliary  fever,  which  raged  at  Strafburgh 
in  the  months  of  November,  December,  and  January  ; from 
which  we  learn  the  necefiity  of  a temperate  regimen  in  this  ma- 
lady, and  likewife  that  phyficians  are  not  always  the  fird  who 
difeover  the  proper  treatment  of  difeafes.  “ This  fever  made 
terrible  havock  even  among  men  of  robufc  confutations,  and  all 
medicine  proved  in  vain.  They  were  feized  in  an  initant  with 
fhivering,  yawning,  dretching,  and  pains  in  the  back,  fucceeded 
by  a mod  intenfe  heat ; at  the  fame  time  there  was  a great  lofs 
of  drength  and  appetite.  On  the  feventh  or  ninth  day  the  miliary 

eruptions 
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MEDICINE. If  the  food  and  drink  be  pro- 

perly regulated,  there  will  be  little  occafion  for  me- 
dicine-in this  difeafe.  Should  the  eruption  however 
not  rife,  or  the  fpirits  dag,  it  will  not  only  be  necef- 
fary  to  fupport  the  patient  with  cordials,  but  like- 
wife  to  apply  bliftering  plafters.  The  moft  proper 
cordial,  in  this  cafe,  is  good  wine,  which  may  eithe 
be  taken  in  the  patient’s  food  or  drink;  and  if  there 
Be  figns  of  putrefcence,  the  bark  and  acids  may  be 
Hiixed  with  wine,  as  dire&ed  in  the  putrid  fever. 

Some  recommend  bliftering  through  the  whole 
courfe  of  this  difeafe;  and  where  Nature  flags,  and 
the  eruption  comes  and  goes,  it  may  be  neceflary 
to  keep  up  a ftimulus,  by  a continual  fucceflion  of 
fmall  bliftering  plafters;  but  we  would  not  recom- 
mend above  one  at  a time.  If  however  the  pulfe 
fhould  fink  remarkably,  the  puftules  fall  in,  and 
the  head  be  affe£led,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  apply 
feveral  bliftering  plafters  to  the  moft  fenfible  parts, 
as  the  infide  of  the  legs  and  thighs,  &c. 

Bleeding  is  feldom  neceflary  in  this  difeafe,  and 
fometimes  it  does  much  hurt,  as  it  weakens  the  pa- 
tient, and  deprefles  his  fpirits.  It  is  therefore  never 
to  be  attempted  unlefs  by  the  advice  of  a phyfician. 
We  mention  this,  becaule  it  has  been  cuftomary  to 
treat  this  difeafe  in  childbed-women  by  plentiful 
bleeding,  and  other  evacuations,  as  if  it  were  highly 
inflammatory.  But  this  practice  is  generally  very 

eruptions  appeared,  or  fpots  like  flea-bites,  with  great  anxiety, 
a delirium,  reftleflnefs,  and  tolling  in  bed.  Bleeding  was  fatal. 
While  matters  were  in  this  unhappy  fituation,  a midwife,  of  her 
own  accord,  gave  to  a patient,  in  the  height  of  the  difeafe,  a 
clyfter  of  rain  water  and  butter  without  fait,  and  for  his  ordinary 
drink  a quart  of  fpring  water,  half  a pint  of  generous  wine,  the 
juice  of  a lemon,  and  fix  ounces  of  the  whiteft  fugar,  gently  boiled 
till  a feum  arofe,  and  this  with  great  fuccefs;  for  the  belly  was 
foon  loofened,  the  grievous  fymptoms  vanifhed,  and  the  patient 
was  reftored  to  his  fenfes,  and  fnatched  from  the  jaws  of  death.’9  * 
This  practice  was  imitated  by  others  with  the  like  happy  effe&s. 

P unfafc. 
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unfafe.  Patients  in  this  fituation  bear  evacuations 
very  ill.  And  indeed  the  difeafe  feems  often  to  be 
more  of  a putrid  than  of  an  inflammatory  nature. 

Though  this  fever  is  often  occafioned  in  child- 
bed-women by  too  hot  a regimen,  yet  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  leave  that  off  all  of  a fudden,  and  have 
recourfe  to  a very  cool  regimen,  and  large  evacu-  1 
ations.  We  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  fupporting 
the  patient’s  fpirits,  and  promoting  the  natural  eva- 
cuations, is  here  much  fafer  than  to  have  recourfe 
to  artificial  ones,  as  thefe,  by  finking  the  fpirits, 
feldom  fail  to  increafe  the  danger. 

If  the  difeafe  proves  tedious,  or  the  recovery  flow, 
we  would  recommend  the  Peruvian  bark,  which  may 
either  be  taken  in  fubftance,  or  infufed  in  wine  or 
water,  as  the  patient  inclines. 

The  miliary  fever,  like  other  eruptive  difeafes, 
requires  gentle  purging,  which  fhould  not  be  neg- 
lected, as  foon  as  the  fever  is  gone  off,  and  the 
patient’s  firength  will  permit. 

To  prevent  this  difeafe,  a pure  dry  air,  fufficieot 
exercife,  and  wholefome  food,  are  neceffary.  Preg- 
nant women  fhould  guard  againft  coftivenefs,  and 
take  daily  as  much  exercife  as  they  can  bear,  avoid- 
ing all  green  trafhy  fruits,  and  other  unwholefome 
things;  and  when  in  child- bed,  they  ought  ftri&ly 
to  obferve  a cool  regimen. 


CHAP.  XXII. 

OF  THE  REMITTING  FEVER. 

*lpHIS  fever  takes  its  name  from  a remifiion  of 
the  fymptoms,  which  happens  fometimes  fooner, 
and  fometimes  later,  but  generally  before  the  eighth 
dav0  The  remifiion  is  commonly  preceded  by  a 

gently 
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gentle  fweat,  after  which  the  patient  feems  greatly 
relieved,  but  in  a few  hours  the  fever  returns.  Thefe 
remiffions  return  at  very  irregular  periods,  and  are 
fometimes  of  longer,  fometimes  of  fhorter  duration ; 
the  nearer  however  that  the  fever  approaches  to  a 
regular  intermittent,  the  danger  is  the  lefs. 

CAUSES. Remitting  fevers  prevail  in  low 

marfhy  countries  abounding  with  wood  and  ftagnat- 
ing  water;  but  they  prove  mod  fatal  in  places  where 
great  heat  and  moifture  are  combined,  as  in  fome 
parts  of  Africa,  the  province  of  Bengal  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  &c.  where  remitting  fevers  are  generally  of 
a putrid  kind,  and  prove  very  fatal.  They  are  molt 
frequent  in  clofe  calm  weather,  efpecially  after 
rainy  feafons,  great  inundations,  or  the  like.  No 
age,  fex,  or  conftitution,  is  exempted  from  the  at- 
tack of  this  fever;  but  it  chiefly  feizes  perfons  of  a 
relaxed  habit,  who  live  in  low  dirty  habitations, 
breathe  an  impure  ftagnating  air,  take  little  exercife, 
and  ufe  unwholefome  diet. 

SYMPTOMS.— — The  firft  fymptoms  of  this 
fever  are  generally  yawning,  ftmching,  pain,  and 
giddinefs  in  the  head,  with  alternate  fits  of  heat 
and  cold.  Sometimes  the  patient  is  affedled  with  a 
delirium  at  the  very  firft  attack;  There  is  a pain, 
and  fometimes  a fwelling,  about  the  region  of  the 
ftomach,  the  tongue  is  white,  the  eyes  and  fkin  fre- 
quently appear  yellow,  and  the  patient  is  often 
afflidted  with  bilious  vomitings.  The  pulfe  is  fome- 
times a little  hard,  but  feldom  full,  and  the  blood, 
when  let,  rarely  fhews  any  figns  of  inflammation. 
Some  patients  are  exceedingly  coflive,  and  others 
are  affli&ed  with  a very  troublefome  loofenefs. 

It  is  impoflible  to  defcribe  all  the  fymptoms  of 
this  difeafe,  as  they  vary  according  to  the  iituation^ 
the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  conftitution  of  the 
patient.  They  may  likewife  be  greatly  changed  by 
the  method  of  treatment,  and  by  many  other  cir- 
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cumflances  too  tedious  to  mention.  Sometimes 
the  bilious  fymptoms  predominate,  fometimes  the 
nervous,  and  at  other  times  the  putrid.  Nor  is  it 
at  all  uncommon  to  find  a fuccefiion  of  each  of  thefe, 
or  even  a complication  of  them  at  the  fame  time,  in 
the  fame  perfon. 

REGIMEN.- The  regimen  mu  ft  be  adapted 

to  the  prevailing  fymptoms.  When  there  are  any 
figns  of  inflammation,  the  diet  mu  ft  be  (lender,  and 
the  drink  weak  and  diluting.  But  when  nervous  or 
putrid  fymptoms  prevail,  it  will  be  neceflfary  to  fup- 
port  the  patient  with  food  and  liquors  of  a more 
generous  nature,  fuch  as  are  recommended  in  the 
Immediately  preceding  fevers.  We  muft  however 
be  very  cautious  in  the  ufe  of  things  of  a heating 
quality,  as  this  fever  is  frequently  changed  into  a 
continual  by  an  hot  regimen,  and  improper  medi- 
cines. 

Whatever  the  fymptoms  are,  the  patient  ought  to 
be  kept  cool,  quiet,  and  clean.  His  apartment,  if 
poffible,;  fhould  be  large,  and  frequently  ventilated 
by  letting  in  frefti  air  at  the  doors  or  windows.  It 
ought  likewife  to  be  fprinkled  with  vinegar,  juice  of 
lemon,  or  the  like.  His  linen,  bed-clothes,  &c. 
fhould  be  frequently  changed,  and  all  his  excrements 
Immediately  removed.  Though  thefe  things  have 
been  recommended  before,  we  think  it  neceflfary  to 
repeat  them  here,  as  they  are  of  more  importance  to 
the  flck  than  practitioners  are  apt  to  imagine*. 

MEDI- 

* The  ingenious  Dr.  Lind,  of  Windfor,  in  his  inaugural  dif- 
fertaticn  concerning  the  putrid  remitting  fever  of  Bengal,  has 
the  following  obiervation  ; “ Indufia,  lodices,  ac  (iragula,  faspius 
i unt'  mutanda,  ac  aeri  exponenda  ; foeces  fordefque  quam  primum 
re  mo  vend  as;  oportet  etiam  ut  loca  quibus  asgri  decumbunt  lint 
falubria,  et  aceto  confperfa  ; denique  ut  acgriscura  quanta  maxima 
prqfpiciatur.  Compertum  ego  habeo,  medicum  hasc  fedulo 
obfervantem,  quique  ea  ex°qui  poteft,  multo  magis  aegris  profu- 
turum,  quam  medicum  perkiorem  hifce  cammodis  dellkutum.” 

“ The 
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MEDICINE. In  order  to  cure  this  fever,  we 

mud  endeavour  to  bring  it  to  a regular  intermiffion. 
This  intention  may  be  promoted  by  bleeding,  if 
there  be  any  figns  of  inflammation;  but  when  thac 
is  not  the  cafe,  bleeding  ought  by  no  means  to  be 
attempted,  as  it  will  weaken  the  patient  and  pro- 
long thedifeafe.  A vomit  however  will  feldom  be 
improper,  and  is  generally  of  great  fervice.  Twenty 
or  thirty  grains  of  ipecacuanha  will  anfwer  this*  pur- 
pofe  very  well;  bur,  where  it  can  be  obtained,  we 
would  rather  recommend  a grain  or  two  of  tartar 
emetic,  with  five  or  fix  grains  of  ipecacuanha,  to  be 
made  into  a draught,  and  given  for  a vomit.  This 
may  be  repeated  once  or  twice  at  proper  intervals, 
if  the  ficknefs  or  naufea  continues. 

The  body  ought  to  be  kept  open  either  by  clyfters 
or  gentle  laxatives,  as  weak  infufions  of  fenna  and 
manna,  fmall  dofes  of  the  lenitive  ele&uary,  cream 
of  tartar,  tamarinds,  dewed  prunes,  or  the  like; 
but  all  drong  or  dradic  purgatives  are  to  be  care- 
fully avoided. 

By  this  courfe  the  fever  in  a few  days  may  gene- 
rally be  brought  to  a pretty  regular  or  didind  inter- 
miffion,  in  which  cafe  the  Peruvian  bark  may  be 
adminidered,  and  it  will  feldom  fail  to  perfcd  the 
cure.  It  is  needlefs  here  to  repeat  the  methods  of 
giving  the  bark,  as  we  have  already  had  occafion 
frequently  to  mention  them. 

The  mod  likely  way  to  avoid  this  fever  is  to  ufe 
a wholefome  and  nourifhing  diet,  to  pay  the  mod 
fcrupulous  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  to  keep  the  body 

“ The  patient’s  fhirt,  bed-clothes,  and  bedding,  ought  fre- 
quently to  be  changed,  and  expofed  to  the  air,  and  all  his  excre- 
ments immediately  removed;  the  bed-chamber  ftiould  be  well 
ventilated,  and  frequently  fprinkled  with  vinegar;  in  fhort,  every 
attention  fliould  be  paid  to  the  patient.  lean  affirm,  that  a phy- 
lician  who  puts  thefe  in  pra&ice  will  much  oftener  fucceed  thaa 
one  who  is  even  more  fkilful,  but  has  not  opportunity  of  ufmg 
thefe  means.” 
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warm,  to  take  fofficient  exercife,  and  in  hot  coun- 
tries to  avoid  damp  fuuations,  night  air,  evening 
dews,  and  the  like.  In  countries  where  it  is  ende- 
micaj,  the  bed  preventive  medicine  which  we  can 
recommend,  is  the  Peruvian  bark,  which  may  ei- 
ther be  chewed,  or  infufed  in  brandy  or  wine,  &c. 
Some  recommend  fmoaking  tobacco  as  very  benefi- 
cial in  marfhy  countries,  both  for  the  prevention  of 
this  and  intermitting  fevers. 


CHAP.  XXIII. 

OF  THE  SMALL. POX. 

npHIS  difeafe,  which  originally  came  from 
^ Arabia,  is  now  become  fo  genera),  that  very 
few  efcape  it  at  one  time  of  life  or  another.  It  is  a 
mod  contagious  malady;  and  has  for  many  years 
proved  the  fcourge  of  Europe. 

The  fmall-pox  generally  appear  towards  the 
fpring.  They  are  very  frequent  in  fummer,  lefs  fo 
in  autumn,  and  lead  of  all  in  winter.  Children  are 
mod  liable  to  this  difeafe;  and  thofe  whofe  food  is 
unwholefome,  who  want  proper  exercife,  and 
abound  with  grofs  humours,  run  the  greated  ha- 
zard from  it. 

The  difeafe  is  didinguifhed  into  the  didind  and 
confluent  kind;  the  latter  of  which  is  always  at- 
tended with  danger.  There  are  likewife  other 
diftindions  of  the  fmall-pox ; as  the  crydalline,  the 
bloody,  &c. 

C A U SES. The  fmall-pox  is  commonly  caught 

by  infedion.  Since  the  dileafe  was  fird  brought 
into  Europe,  the  infedion  has  never  been  wholly 
extinguifhed,  nor  have  any  proper  methods,  as  far 
% ij  as 
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as  I know,  been  taken  for  that  purpofe;  fo  that 
now  it  has  become  in  a manner  conftitutional. 
Children  who  have  over-heated  themfelves  by  run- 
ning, wreftling,  &c.  or  adults  after  a debauch, 
are  moft  apt  to  be  feized  with  the  fmall-pox. 

SYMPTOMS. — — This  difeafe  is  fo  generally 
known,  that  a minute  defcription  of  it  is  unne- 
cefiary.  Children  commonly  look  a little  dull, 
feem  liftlefs  and  drowfy  for  a few  days  before  the 
more  violent  fymptoms  of  the  fmall-pox  appear. 
They  are  likewife  more  inclined  to  drink  than  ufual, 
have  little  appetite  for  folid  food,  complain  of 
wearinefs,  and,  upon  taking  exercife,  are  apt  to 
fweat.  Thefe  are  fucceeded  by  flight  fits  of  cold 
and  heat  in  turns,  which,  as  the  time  of  the  erup- 
tion approaches,  become  more  violent,  and  are  ac- 
companied with  pains  of  the  head  and  loins,  vo- 
miting, &c.  The  pulfe  is  quick,  with  a great 
heat  of  the  fkin,  and  reftleflhefs.  When  the  pa- 
tient drops  afleep,  he  wakes  in  a kind  of  horror, 
with  a fudden  ftart,  which  is  a very  common  fymp- 
tom  of  the  approaching  eruption  ; as  are  alfo  con- 
vulfion-fits  in  very  young  children. 

About  the  third  or  fourth  day  from  the  time  of 
fickening,  the  fmall-pox  generally  begin  to  appear; 
fometimes  indeed  they  appear  fooner,  but  that  is  no 
favourable  fymptom.  At  firft  they  very  nearly  re- 
femble  flea-bites,  and  are  fooneft  difcovered  on  the 
face,  arms,  and  bread. 

The  moft  favourable  fymptoms  are  a flow  erup- 
tion, and  an  abatement  of  the  fever  as  foon  as  the 
puftules  appear.  In  a mild  diftindt  kind  of  fmall- 
pox  the  puftules  feldom  appear  before  the  fourth 
day  from  the  time  of  fickening,  and  they  generally 
keep  coming  out  gradually  for  feveral  days  after. 
Puftules  which  are  diftindt,  with  a florid  red  bafls, 
and  which  fill  with  thick  purulent  matter,  firft  of  a 
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whitilh,  and  afterwards  of  a yellowifti  colour,  are 
the  beft* 

A livid  brown  colour  of  the  puftules  is  an  un* 
favourable  fymptom;  as  alfo  when  they  are  fmall 
and  flat,  with  black  fpecks  in  the  middle.  Puftules 
which  contain  a thin  watery  ichor  are  very  bad.  A 
great  number  of  pox  on  the  face  is  always  attended 
with  danger.  It  is  likewife  a very  bad  flgn  when 
they  run  into  one  another. 

It  is  a moft  unfavourable  fymptom  when  petechias, 
or  purple,  brown,  or  black  fpots  are  interfperfed 
among  the  puftules.  Thefe  are  figns  of  a putrid 
diflolution  of  the  blood,  and  fhew  the  danger  to 
be  very  great.  Bloody  (tools  or  urine,  with  a 
fwelled  belly,  are  bad  fymptoms;  as  is  alfo  a con- 
tinual ftrangury.  Pale  urine  and  a violent  throb- 
bing of  the  arteries  of  the  neck  are  ftgns  of  an  ap- 
proaching delirium,  or  of  convulfion-fits.  When 
the  face  does  not  fwell,  or  falls  before  the  pox  come 
to  maturity,  it  is  very  unfavourable.  If  the  face 
begins  to  fall  about  the  eleventh  or  twelfth  day,  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  hands  and  feet  begin  to  fwell, 
the  patient  generally  does  well 3 but  when  thefe  do 
not  fucceed  to  each  other,  there  is  reafon  to  appre- 
hend danger.  When  the  tongue  is  covered  with  a 
brown  cruft,  it  is  an  unfavourable  fymptom.  Cold 
Ihivering  fits  coming  on  at  the  height  of  the  dif- 
eafe  are  likewife  unfavourable.  Grinding  of  the 
teeth,  when  it  proceeds  from  an  affedtion  of  the 
nervous  fyftem,  is  a bad  flgn;  but  fometimes  it 
is  occafloned  by  worms,  or  a difordered  fto- 
mach. 

REGIMEN. When  the  firft  fymptoms  of  the 

fmall-pox  appear,  people  are  ready  to  be  alarmed, 
and  often  fly  to  the  ufe  of  medicine,  to  the  great 
danger  of  the  patient’s  life.  I have  known  chil- 
dren, to  appeafe  the  anxiety  of  their  parents,  bled, 

biiftercd. 
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bliftered,  and  purged,  during  the  fever  which  pre- 
ceded the  eruption  of  the  fmali-pox,  to  fuch  a de- 
gree, that  Nature  was  not  only  difturbed  in  her 
operation,  but  rendered  unable  to  fupport  the 
puftules  after  they  were  out;  fo  that  the  patient* 
exhaufted  by  mere  evacuations,  funk  under  the 
difeafe. 

When  convulfions  appear,  they  give  a dreadful 
alarm.  Immediately  fome  noftrum  is  applied,  as 
if  this  were  a primary  difeafe;  whereas  it  is  only  a 
fympipm,  and  far  from  being  an  unfavourable  one, 
of  the  approaching  eruption.  As  the  fits  generally 
go  off  before  the  a&ual  appearance  of  the  fm all- 
pox, it  is  attributed  to  the  medicine,  which  hr 
this  means  acquires  a reputation  without  any 
merit*. 

All  that  is,  generally  fpeaking,  neceffary  during 
the  eruptive  fever,  is  to  keep  the  patient  cool  and 
eafy,  allowing  him  to  drink  freely  of  fome  weak 
diluting  liquors;  as  balm-tea,  barley-water,  clear 
whey,  gruels,  &c.  He  fhould  not  be  confined  to 
bed,  but  fhould  fit  up  as  much  as  he  is  able,  and 
fhould  have  his  feet  and  legs  frequently  bathed  in 
lukewarm  water.  His  food  ought  to  be  very  light* 
and  he  fhould  be  as  little  difturbed  with  company 
as  poffible. 

Much  mifchief  is  done  at  this  period  by  confining 
the  patient  too  foon  to  his  bed,  and  plying  him  with 
warm  cordials  or  fudorific  medicines.  Every  thing 
that  heats  and  inflames  the  blood  increafes  the  fe- 
ver, and  pufhes  out  the  puftules  prematurely.  This 

* Convulfion-fits  are  no  doubt  very  alarming,  but  their  elFe&s 
are  often  falutary.  They  feem  to  be  one  of  the  means  made  ufe 
Of  by  Nature  for  breaking  the  force  of  a fever.  I have  always 
obferved  the  fever  abated,  and  fometimes  quite  removed,  after 
one  or  more  convulfion-fits.  This  readily  accounts  for  convul- 
fions being  a favourable  fymptom  in  the  fever  which  precedes  the 
eruption  of  the  fmali-pox,  as  every  thing  that  mitigates  this 
fever  leffens  the  eruption. 

IO 
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has  numberkfs  ill  effects.  It  not  only  increafes  the 
number  of  puftulcs,  but  likewife  tends  to  make 
them  run  into  one  another;  and  when  they  have 
been  pulhed  out  with  too  great  violence,  they  gene-* 
rally  fall  in  before  they  come  to  maturity. 

The  good  women,  as  foon  as  they  fee  the  fmall- 
pox  begin  to  appear,  commonly  ply  their  tender 
charge  with  cordials,  faffron,  and  marigold-teas, 
wine,  punch,  and  even  brandy  itfelf.  All  thefe 
are  given  with  a view,  as  they  term  it,  to  throw  out 
the  eruption  from  the  heart.  This,  like  moft  other 
popular  miftakcs,  is  the  abufe  of  a very  juft  ob- 
fervation,  that  when  there  is  a moifture  on  the  Jkiny 
the  pox  rife  better , and  the  patient  is  eafiery  than  when 
it  continues  dry  and  parched.  But  that  is  no  reafon 
for  forcing  the  patient  into  a fweat.  Sweating 
never  relieves  unlefs  where  it  comes  fpontaneoufiy, 
or  is  the  eftedt  of  drinking  weak  diluting  liquors. 

Children  are  often  fo  pcevifh,  that  they  will  not 
lie  a bed  without  a nurfe  conftantly  by  them.  In- 
dulging them  in  this,  we  have  reafon  to  believe, 
has  many  bad  eftefts  both  upon  the  nurfe  and  child. 
Even  the  natural  heat  of  the  nurfe  cannot  fail  to 
augment  the  fever  of  the  child;  but  if  Ihe  too 
proves  feverifh,  which  is  often  the  cafe,  the  danger 
muft  be  increafed*. 

Laying  feveral  children  who  have  the  fmall-pox 
in  the  fame  bed  has  many  ill  confequences.  They 
ought  if  poftible  never  to  be  in  the  fame  chamber, 
as  the  perfpiration,  the  heat,  the  fmell,  &c.  all 
tend  to  augment  the  fever,  and  to  heighten  the 

* I have  known  a nurfe,  who  had  the  fmall-pox  before,  fo  in- 
fected by  lying  conftantly  a-bed  with  a child  in  a bad  kind  of 
fma!l-pox,  that  (he  had  not  only  a great  number  of  puftules 
which  broke  out  all  over  her  body,  but  afterwards  a malignant 
fever,  which  terminated  in  a number  of  impofthumes  or  boils,1 
and  from  which  ftie  narrowly  efcaped  with  her  life.  We  men- 
tion this  to  put  others  upon  their  guard  againft  the  danger  of  this 
virulent  infection, 

difeafe. 
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difeafe.  It  is  common  among  the  poor  to  fee  two 
or  three  children  lying  in  the  fame  bed,  with  fuch 
a load  of  puftules  that  even  their  {kins  (tick  to- 
gether. One  can  hardly  view  a fcene  of  this  kind 
without  being  (ickened  by  the  fight.  But  how  muft 
the  effluvia  afrcdt  the  poor  patients,  many  of  whom 
periffl  by  this  ufage*. 

* A very  dirty  cuftpm  prevails  among  the  lower 
clafs  of  people,  of  allowing  children  in  the  fmall- 
pox  to  keep  on  the  fame  linen  during  the  whole  pe- 
riod of  that  loathfome  difeafe.  This  is  done  left 
they  lhould  catch  cold;  but  it  has  many  ill  confe- 
quences.  The  linen  becomes  hard  by  the  moifture 
which  it  abforbs,  and  frets  the  tender  fkin.  Ic 
likewife  occafions  a bad  fmell,  which  is  very  perni- 
cious both  to  the  patient  and  thofe  about  him;  be- 
fides,  the  filth  and  fordes  which  adhere  to  the  linen 
being  reforbed,  or  taken  up  again  into  the  body, 
greatly  augment  the  difeafe. 

A patient  fflould  not  be  fufFered  to  be  dirty  in 
an  internal  diieafe,  far  lefs  in  the  fmall-pox.  Cu- 
taneous diforders  are  often  occafioned  by  naftinefs 
alone,  and  are  always  ihcreafed  by  it.  Were  the 
patient’s  linen  to  be  changed  every  day,  it  would 
greatly  refreffl  him.  Care  indeed  is  to  be  taken 
that  the  linen  be  thoroughly  dry.  It  ought  like- 
wife to  be  put  on  when  the  patient  is  mod 
cool. 

* This  obfervation  is  likewife  applicable  to  hofpitals,  work- 
houfes,  &c.  where  numbers  of  children  happen  to  have  the  imali- 
pox  at  the  fame  time.  I have  feen  above  forty  children  cooped 
up  in  one  apartment  all  the  while  they  had  this  difeafe,  without 
any  of  them  being  admitted  to  breathe  the  frelh  air.  No  one 
can  be  at  a lofs  to  fee  the  impropriety  of  fuch  conduct.  It  ought 
to  be  a rule,  not  only  in  hospitals  for  the  fmall-pox,  but  like- 
wife for  other  difeafes,  that  no  patient  lhould  be  within  light  or 
hearing  of  another.  This  is  a matter  to  which  too  little  regard 
is  paid.  In  molt  hofpitals  and  infirmaries,  the  lick,  the  dying, 
and  the  dead,  are  often  to  be  feen  in  the  fame  apartment. 
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So  flrong  is  the  vulgar  prejudice  in  this  country* 
notwithftanding  all  that  has  been  faid  againft  the 
hot  regimen  in  the  fmall-pox,  that  numbers  ftill 
fall  a facrifice  to  that  error.  I have  feen  poor 
women  travelling  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  car- 
rying their  children  along  with  them  in  the  fmall- 
pox,  and  have  frequently  obferved  others  begging 
by  the  way-fide,  with  infants  in  their  arms  covered 
with  the  puftulesj  yet  I could  never  learn  that  one 
of  thefe  children  died  by  this  fort  of  treatment. 
This  is  certainly  a fufficient  proof  of  the  fafety  at 
leaft,  of  expofing  patients  in  the  fmall-pox  to  the 
open  air.  There  can  be  no  reafon  however  for  ex- 
pofing them  to  public  view.  It  is  now  very  com- 
mon in  the  environs  of  great  towns  to  meet  patients 
in  the  fmall-pox  on  the  public  walks.  This  prac- 
tice, however  well  it  may  fuit  the  purpofes  of 
boafting  inoculators,  is  dangerous  to  the  citizens, 
and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  humanity  and  found 
policy. 

The  food  in  this  difeafe  ought  to  be  very  light, 
and  of  a cooling  nature,  as  panado,  or  bread 
boiled  with  equal  quantities  of  milk  and  water, 
good  apples  roafled  or  boiled  with  milk,  and  fweet- 
ened  with  a little  fugar,  or  fuch  like. 

The  drink  may  be  equal  parts  of  milk  and  water, 
clear  fweet  whey,  barley-water,  or  thin  gruel,  &c. 
After  the  pox  are  full,  butter-milk,  being  of  an 
opening  and  cleanfing  nature,  is  a very  proper 
drink. 

MEDICINE. This  difeafe  is  generally  di- 

vided into  four  different  periods,  viz,  the  fever 
which  precedes  the  eruption,  the  eruption  itfelf,  the 
fuppuration,  or  maturation  of  the  puflules,  and  the 
fecondary  fever. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  little  more  is 
neceffary  during  the  primary  fever  than  to  keep  the 
patient  cool  and  quiet,  allowing  him  to  drink  di- 
luting 
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luting  liquors,  and  bathing  his  feet  frequently  in 
warm  water.  Though  this  be  generally  the  fafeft 
courfe  that  can  be  taken  with  infants,  yet  adults  of 
a ftrong  conftitution  and  plethoric  habit  fometimes 
require  bleeding.  When  a full  puife,  a dry  fkin, 
and  other  fymptoms  of  inflammation  render  this 
operation  neceflary,  it  ought  to  be  performed ; but, 
unlefs  thefe  fymptoms  are  urgent,  it  is  fafer  to  let  it 
alone;  if  the  body  is  bound,  emollient  clyflers  may 
be  thrown  in. 

If  there  is  a great  naufea  or  inclination  to  vomit, 
weak  camomile-tea  or  lukewarm  water  may  be 
drank,  in  order  to  clean  the  ftomach.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  a fever,  Nature  generally  attempts  a 
difcharge,  either  upwards  or  downwards,  which,  if 
promoted  by  gentle  means,  would  tend  greatly  to 
abate  the  violence  of  the  difeafe. 

Though  every  method  is  to  be  taken  during  the 
primary  fever,  by  a cool  regimen,  &c.  to  prevent 
too  great  an  eruption;  yet  after  the  puftules  have 
made  their  appearance,  our  bufinefs  is  to  promote 
the  fuppuration,  by  diluting  drink,  light  food,  and, 
if  Nature  feems  to  flag,  by  generous  cordials. 
When  a low,  creeping  pulfe,  faimiflinefs,  and  great 
lofsof  flrength,  render  cordials  neceflary,  we  would 
recommend  good  wine,  which  may  be  made  into 
negus,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  water,  and  fliarp- 
ened  with  the  juice  of  orange,  the  jelly  of  cur- 
rants, or  the  like.  Wine-whey,  fharpened  as 
above,  is  likewife  a proper  drink  in  this  cafe; 
great  care  however  mud  be  taken  not  to  over- 
heat the.  patient  by  any  of  thefe  things.  This, 
inftead  of  promoting,  would  retard  the  erup- 
tion. 

The  rifing  of  the  fmall-pox  is  often  prevented 
by  the  violence  of  the  fever;  in  this  cafe  the  cool 
‘regimen  is  ftri&ly  to  be  obferved.  The  patient’s 
chamber  muft  not  only  be  kept  cool,  but  he  ought 
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Jikewife  frequently  to  be  taken  out  of  bed,  and  to 
be  lightly  covered  with  clothes  while  in  it. 

Excefiive  reftlefihefs  often  prevents  the  riling  and 
filling  of  the  fmall-pox.  When  this  happens, 
gentle  opiates  are  necellary.  Thefe  however  ought 
always  to  be  adminiftered  with  a fparing  hand.  To 
an  infant,  a tea-fpoonful  of  the  fyrup  of  poppies  may 
be  given  every  five  or  fix  hours  till  it  has  the  defired 
effect.  An  adult  will  require  a table-fpoonful  in 
order  to  anfvver  the  fame  purpofe. 

If  the  patient  be  troubled  with  a firangury;  or 
fupprefiion  of  urine,  which  often  happens  in  the 
fmall-pox,  he  fhouid  be  frequently  taken  out  of 
bed,  and,  it  he  be  able,  fhouid  walk  acrofs  rive 
room  with  his  feet  bare.  When  he  cannot  do  this, 
he  may  be  frequently  fet  on  his  knees  in  bed,  and 
fhouid  endeavour  to  pafs  his  urine  as  often  as  he 
can.  When  thefe  do  not  fucceed,  a tea-fpoonful  of 
the  fweet  fpirits  of  nitre  may  be  occafionally  mixed 
with  his  drink.  Nothing  more  certainly  relieves 
the  patient,  or  is  more  beneficial  in  the  fmall-pox, 
than  a plentiful  difcharge  of  urine. 

If  the  mouth  be  foul,  and  the  tongue  dry  and 
chapped,  it  ought  frequently  to  be  wafhed,  and  the 
throat  gargled  with  water  and  honey,  fharpened  with 
a little  vinegar  or  currant  jelly. 

During  the  riling  of  the  fmall-pox,  it  frequently 
happens  that  the  patient  is  eight  or  ten  days  with- 
out a ftool.  This  not  only  tends  to  heat  and  in- 
flame the  blood,  but  the  feces,  by  lodging  fo  long 
in  the  body,  become  acrid,  and  even  putrid;  from 
whence  bad  confequences  mud  enfue.  It  will 
therefore  be  proper,  when  the  body  is  bound,  to 
throw  in  an  emollient  clyfler  every  fecond  or  third 
day,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe.  This 
will  greatly  cool  and  relieve  the  patient. 

When  petechfe,  or  purple,  black,  or  livid  fpots 
appear  among  the  fmall-pox,  the  Peruvian  bark 
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muft  immediately  be  adminiftered  in  as  large  dofe$ 
as  the  patient’s  ftomach  can  bear.  For  a child,  two 
drachms  of  the  bark  in  powder  may  be  mixed  in 
three  ounces  of  common  water,  one  ounce  of  Ample 
cinnamon  water,  and  two  ounces  of  the  fyrup  of 
orange  or  lemon.  This  may  be  ftiarpened  with  the 
fpirits  of  vitriol,  and  a table-fpoonful  of  it  given 
every  hour.  If  it  be  given  to  an  adult  in  the  fame 
form,  he  may  take  at  lead  three  or  four  fpoonfuls 
every  hour.  This  medicine  ought  not  to  be  trifled 
with,  but  muft  be  adminiftered  as  frequently  as 
the  ftomach  can  bear  it;  in  which  cafe  it  will  often 
produce  very  happy  efFedb.  I have  frequently  feen 
the  petechise  disappear,  and  the  fmall-pox,  which 
had  a very  threatening  afpedt,  rife  and  fill  wir.h 
laudable  matter,  by  the  ufe  of  the  bark  and 

acids. 

The  patient’s  drink  ought  likewife  in  this  cafe 
to  be  generous,  as  wine  or  ftrong  negus  acidulated 
with  fpirits  of  vitriol,  vinegar,  the  juice  of  lemon, 
jelly  of  currants,  or  fuch  like.  His  food  muft 

confift  of  apples  roafted  or  boiled,  preferved 

cherries,  plums,  and  other  fruits  of  an  acid 

nature. 

The  bark  and  acids  are  not  only  neceflary  when 
the  petechise  or  putrid  fymptoms  appear,  but  like- 
wife in  the  lymphatic  or  cryftalline  fmall-pox, 
where  the  matter  is  thin,  and  not  duly  prepared. 
The  Peruvian  bark  feems  to  poflefs  a Angular 
power  of  a Aiding  Nature  in  preparing  laudable 
pus,  or  what  is  called  good  matter;  confequently 
it  muft  be  beneficial  both  in  this  and  other  difeafes, 
where  the  crifis  depends  on  a fuppuration.  I have 
often  obferved  where  the  lmall-pox  were  flat,  and 
the  matter  contained  in  them  quite  clear  and  tranf- 
parenr,  and  where  at  firft  they  had  the  appearance 
of  running  into  one  another,  that  the  Peruvian  bark, 
acidulated  as  above,  changed  the  colour  and  con- 
fidence 
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fiftence  of  the  matter,  and  produced  the  mod  happy 
cffe&g. 

When  the  eruption  fubfides  fuddenly,  or,  as  the 
good  women  term  it,  when  the  fmall-pox  Jirike  in> 
before  they  have  arrived  at  maturity,  the  danger  is 
very  great.  In  this  cafe  bli  fteri  ng-plafters  mu  ft  be 
immediately  applied  to  the  wrifts  and  ancles,  and 
the  patient’s  fpirits  fupported  with  cordials. 

Sometimes  bleeding  has  a furprifing  effedt  in 
raifing  the  puftules  after  they  have  fubfided;  but  it 
requires  (kill  to  know  when  this  is  proper,  or  to 
what  length  the  patient  can  bear  it.  Sharp  cata- 
plafms  however  may  be  applied  to  the  feet  and 
hands,  as  they  tend  to  promote  the  fwellingof  thefe 
parts,  and  by  that  means  to  draw  the  humours  to- 
wards the  extremities. 

The  mod  dangerous  period  of  this  difeafe  is 
what  we  call  the  fecondary  fever.  This  generally 
comes  on  when  the  fmall  pox  begin  to  blacken,  or 
turn  on  the  face*  and  molt  of  thofe  who  die  of  the 
fmall-pox  are  carried  off  by  this  fever. 

Nature  generally  attempts,  at  the  turn  of  the 
fmall-pox,  to  relieve  the  patient  by  loofe  (tools. 
Her  endeavours  this  way  are  by  no  means  to  be 
counteracted,  but  promoted,  and  the  patient  at  the 
fame  time  fupported  by  food  and  drink  of  a nou- 
rishing and  cordial  nature. 

If,  at  the  approach  of  the  fecondary  fever,  the 
pulfe  be  very  quick,  hard,  and  ftrong,  the  heat 
intenfe,  and  the  breathing  laborious,  with  other 
fymptoms  of  an  inflammation  of  the  breaft,  the 
patient  mud  immediately  be  bled.  The  quantity  of 
blood  to  be  let  muft  be  regulated  by  the  patient’s 
ftrength,  age,  and  the  urgency  of  the  fymp- 
toms. 

But,  in  the  fecondary  fever,  if  the  patient  be 
faintifh,  the  puftules  become  fuddenly  pale,  and 
if  there  be  great  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  buffer- 
ing 
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i’ng  pladers  mud  be  applied,  and  the  patient  mud 
be  fupported  with  generous  cordials.  Wine  and 
even  fpirits  have  fometimes  been  given  in  fuch  cafes 
With  amazing  fuccefs. 

As  the  fecondary  fever  is  in  great  meafure,  if  not 
wholly,  owing  to  the  abforprion  of  the  matter,  it 
would  feem  highly  confonant  to  reafon,  that  the 
pudules,  as  foon  as  they  come  to  maturity,  ftiould 
be  opened.  This  is  every  day  pra&ifed  in  other 
phlegmons  which  tend  to  fuppuration;  and  there 
feems  to  be  no  caufe  why  it  diould  be  lefs  proper 
here.  On  the  contrary,  we  have  reafon  to  believe* 
that  by  this  means  the  fecondary  fever  might  always 
be  ledened,  and  often  wholly  prevented. 

The  pudules  diould  be  opened  when  they  begin 
to  turn  of  a yellow  colour*  Very  little  art  is  ne- 
ceflary  for  this  operation.  They  may  either  be 
opened  with  a lancet  or  a needle,  and  the  matter 
abforbed  by  a little  dry  lint.  As  the  pudules  are 
generally  fird  ripe  on  the  face,  it  will  be  proper  to 
begin  with  opening  thefe,  and  the  others  in  courfe 
as  they  become  ripe.  The  pudules  generally  fill 
again,  a fecond  or  even  a third  time;  for  which 
caufe  the  operation  mud  be  repeated,  or  rather 
continued  as  long  as  there  is  any  confiderable  ap- 
pearance of  matter  in  the  pudules. 

We  have  reafon  to  believe  that  this  operation, 
rational  as  it  is,  has  been  negle&ed  from  a piece 
of  midaken  tendernefs  in  parents.  They  believe 
that  it  mud  give  great  pain  to  the  poor  child;  and 
therefore  would  rather  fee  it  die  than  have  it  thus 
tortured.  This  notion  however  is  entirely  without 
foundation.  I have  frequently  opened  the  pudules 
when  the  patient  did  not  fee  me,  without  his  being 
in  the  lead  fenfible  of  it;  but  fuppofe  it  were  at- 
tended with  a little  pain,  that  is  nothing  in  eompa- 
rifon  to  the  advantages  which  arife  from  ir. 

Opening 
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Opening  the  puftules  not  only  prevents  the  re- 
forption  of  the  matter  into  the  blood,  but  likewife 
takes  off  the  tendon  of  the  {kin,  and  by  that 
means  greatly  relieves  the  patient.  It  likewife 
tends  to  prevent  the  pitting,  which  is  a matter  of 
no  fmall  importance.  Acrid  matter,  by  lodging 
long  in  the  puftules,  cannot  fail  to  corrode  the 
tender  {kin;  by  which  many  a liandfome  face  be-  ’ 
comes  fo  deformed  as  hardly  to  bear  a refemblance 
to  the  human  figure*. 

It  is  generally  neceftary,  after  the  fmall-pox  are 
gone  off,  to  purge  the  patient.  If  however  the 
body  has  been  open  through  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  difeafe,  or  if  butter-milk  and  other  things  of 
an  opening  nature  have  been  drank  freely  after 
the  height  of  the  fmall-pox,  purging  becomes 
lefs  neceftary;  but  it  ought  never  wholly  to  be 
negle&ed. 

For  very  young  children,  an  infufion  of  fenna 
and  prunes,  with  a little  rhubarb,  may  be  fweet- 
ened  with  coarfe  fugar,  and  given  in  fmall  quanti- 
ties till  it  operates.  Thofe  who  are  farther  advanced 
muft  take  medicines  of  a {harper  nature.  For  ex- 
ample, a child  of  five  or  fix  years  of  age  may  take 
eight  or  ten  grains  of  fine  rhubarb  in  powder  over 
night,  and  the  fame  quantity  of  jalap  in  powder 
next  morning.  This  may  be  wrought  off  with 
frefh  broth  or  water-gruel,  and  may  be  repeated 
three  or  four  times,  five  or  fix  days  intervening  be- 
tween each  dofe.  For  children  further  advanced, 

' 

* Though  this  operation  can  never  do  harm,  yet  it  is  only 
neceflfary  when  the  patient  has  a great  load  of  fmall-pox,  or 
when  the  matter  which  they  contain  is  of  fo  thin  and  acrid  a na- 
ture, that  there  is  reafon  to  apprehend  bad  conferences  from  its 
being  too  quickly  reforbed,  or  taken  up  again  into  the  mafs  of 
circulating  humours. 

and 

I 

I 
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and  adults,  the  dole  muft  be  increafed  in  propor- 
tion to  the  age  and  conftitution*. 

When  impofthumes  happen  after  the  fmall-pox, 
which  is  not  feldom  the  cafe,  they  mud  be  brought 
to  fuppuration  as  foon  as  poffible,  by  means  of  ri- 
pening poultices;  and  when  they  have  been  opened, 
or  have  broke  of  their  own  accord,  the  patient  mud 
be  purged.  The*  Peruvian  bark  and  a milk  diet 
will  likewife  be  ufeful  in  this  cafe. 

When  a cough,  a difficulty  of  breathing,  or  other 
fymptoms  of  a confumption,  fucceed  to  the  fmall- 
pox,  the  patient  muft  be  fent  to  a place  where  the 
air  is  good,  and  put  upon  a courfe  of  afles  milk, 
with  fuch  exercife  as  he  can  bear.  For  further  di- 
rections in  this  cafe,  fee  the  article  Confump - 
lions  m 

OF  INOCULATION. 

Though  no  difeafe,  after  it  is  formed,  baffies  the 
powers  of  medicine  more  effectually  than  the  fmall- 
pox,  yet  more  may  be  done  before-hand  to  render 
this  difeafe  favourable  than  any  one  we  know,  as 
almoft  all  the  danger  from  it  may  be  prevented  by 
inoculation.  This  falutary  invention  has  been 
known  in  Europe  above  half  a century;  but,  like 
rnoft  other  ufeful  difcoveries,  it  has  till  of  late 
made  but  flow  progrefs.  It  muft  however  be  ac- 
knowledged, to  the  honour  of  this  country,  that 
inoculation  has  met  with  a more  favourable  recep- 
tion here,  than  among  any  of  our  neighbours.  It 
is  ftill  however  far  from  being-  general,  which  we 
have  reafon  to  fear  will  be  the  cafe,  as  long  as  the 
pra&ice  continues  in  the  hands  of  the  faculty. 

* I have  of  late  been  accuftomed,  after  the  fmall-pox,  to  give 
one,  two,  three,  four,  or  five  grains  of  calomel,  according  to  the  a^e 
of  the  patient,  over  night,  and  to  work  it  off  next  morning  wffh 
a fuitable  dofe  of  jalap.  Or  the  jalap  and  calomel  may  be  mixed 
together,  and  given  in  the  morning. 

0.2 


No 
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No  difcovery  can  be  of  general  utility,  while  the 
practice  of  it  is  kept  in  the  hands  of  a few.  Had 
the  inoculation  of  the  fmall-pox  been  introduced  as 
a fafhion,  and  not  as  a medical  difcovery,  or  had  ic 
been  pra6lifed  by  the  fame  kind  of  operators  here,  as 
it  is  in  thofe  countries  from  whence  we  learned  it,  ic 
had  long  ago  been  univerfal.  The  fears,  the  jea- 
loufies,  the  prejudices,  and  the  oppofite  interefts  of 
the  faculty,  are,  and  ever  will  be,  the  mod  effectual 
obftacles  to  the  progrefs  of  any  falutary  difcovery. 
Hence  it  is  that  the  practice  of  inoculation  never  be- 
came in  any  meafure  general,  even  in  England,  till 
taken  up  by  men  not  bred  to  phyfic.  Thefe  have 
not  only  rendered  the  practice  more  extenfive,  but 
likewife  more  fafe,  and  by  a&ing  under  lefs  re- 
ftraint  than  the  regular  pradtitioners,  have  taught 
them  that  the  patient’s  greateft  danger  arofe,  not 
from  the  want  of  care,  but  from  the  excefs  of  it. 

They  know  very  little  of  the  matter,  who  impute 
the  fuccefs  of  modern  inoculators  to  any  fuperior 
fkill,  either  in  preparing  the  patient  or  communicat- 
ing the  difeafe.  Some  of  them  indeed,  from  a fordid 
defire  of  engrofilng  the  whole  practice  to  themfelves, 
pretend  to  have  extraordinary  fecrets  or  noftrums  for 
preparing  perfons  for  inoculation,  which  never  fail  ! 
of  fuccefs.  But  this  is  only  a pretence  calculated  to 
blind  the  ignorant  and  inattentive.  Common  fenfe 
and  prudence  alone  are  fufiicient  both  in  the  choice 
of  the  fubjedl  and  management  of  the  operation. 
Whoever  is  poffeffed  of  thefe  may  perform  this 
office  for  his  children  whenever  he  finds  it  conveni- 
ent, provided  they  be  in  a good  date  of  health. 

This  fentiment  is  not  the  refult  of  theory,  but  of 
obfervation.  Though  few  phyfieians  have  had  more 
opportunities  of  trying  inoculation  in  all  its  different 
forms,  fo  little  appears  to  me  to  depend  on  thofe, 
generally  reckoned  important  circumftances,  of  pre- 
paring the  body,  communicating  the  infection  by 
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this  or  the  other  method,  &c.  that  for  feverai  years 
paft  I have  perfuaded  the  parents  or  nurfes  to  per- 
form the  whole  themfelves,  and  have  found  that 
method  followed  with  equal  fucccfs,  while  it  is  free 
from  many  inconveniences  that  attend  the  other*. 

The  fmall-pox  may  be  communicated  in  a great 
variety  of  ways  with  nearly  the  fame  degree  of  fafety 
and  fuccefs.  In  Turkey,  from  whence  we  learned 
the  pra&ice,  the  women  communicate  the  difeafe  to 
children,  by  opening  a bit  of  the  fkin  with  a needle, 
and  putting  into  the  wound  a little  matter  taken 
from  a ripe  puftule.  On  the  coaft  of  Barbary  they 
pafs  a thread  wet  with  the  matter  through  the  fkin 
between  the  thumb  and  fore-finger ; and  in  fome  of 
the  ftates  of  Barbary,  inoculation  is  performed  by 
rubbing  in  the  variolous  matter  between  the  thumb 
and  fore-finger,  or  on  other  parts  of  the  body. 
The  practice  of  communicating  the  fmall-pox,  by 
rubbing  the  variolous  matter  upon  the  fkin,  has 
been  long  known  in  many  parts  of  Afia  and  Europe 
as  well  as  in  Barbary,  and  has  generally  gone  by 
the  name  of  buying  the  Jmall-pox . 

* A critical  fituation,  too  often  to  be  met  with,  firft  put  me 
upon  trying  this  method.  A gentleman  who  had  loll  all  his 
children  except  one  fon  by  the  natural  fmall-pox,  was  determined 
to  have  him  inoculated.  He  told  me  his  intention,  and  defired 
I would  perfuade  the  mother  and  grandmother,  &c.  of  its  pro- 
priety. But  that  was  impoffible.  They  were  not  to  be  per- 
fuaded, and  either  could  not  get  the  better  of  their  fears,  or 
were  determined  againft  convi&ion.  It  was  always  a point  with 
me  not  to  perform  the  operation  without  the  confent  of  the 
parties  concerned.  I therefore  advifed  the  father,  after  giving 
his  fon  a dofe  or  two  of  rhubarb,  to  go  to  a patient  who  had  the 
fmall-pox  of  a good  kind,  to  open  two  or  three  of  the  puflules, 
taking  up  the  matter  with  a little  cotton,  and  as  foon  as  he  came 
home  to  take  his  fon  apart,  and  give  his  arm  a flight  fcratch 
with  a pin,  afterwards  to  rub  the  place  well  with  the  cotton,  and 
take  no  farther  notice  of  it.  All  this  he  pur.ftually  performed; 
and  at  the  ufual  period  the  fmali-pox  made  their  appearance, 
which  were  of  an  exceeding  good  kind,  and  fo  mild  as  not  to 
confine  the  boy  an  hour  to  his  bed.  None  of  the  other  relations 
knew  but  the  difeafe  had  come  in  the  natural  way,  till  the  boy 
was  well. 

0.3  The 
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The  prefent  method  of  inoculating  in  Britain  is  to 
make  two  or  three  Banting  incifions  in  the  arm,  fo 
fuperficial  as  not  to  pierce  quite,  through  the  fkin, 
with  a lancet  wet  with  frefh  matter  taken  from  a ripe 
puftule ; afterwards  the  wounds  are  clofed  up,  and 
left  without  any  dreffing.  Some  make  ufe  of  a lan- 
cet covered  with  the  dry  matter;  but  this  is  lefs  cer- 
tain,  and  ought  never  to  be  ufcd  unlefs  where  frefh  ! 
matter  cannot  be  obtained:  when  this  is  the  cafe, 
the  matter  ought  to  be  moiftened  by  holding  the 
lancet  for  fome  time  in  the  Beam  of  warm  water*. 

Indeed  if  frefh  matter  be  applied  long  enough 
to  the  Bun,  there  is  no  occafion  tor  any  wound  at 
all.  Let  a bit  of  thread,  about  half  an  inch  long, 

•wet  with  the  matter,  be  immediately  applied  to  the 
arm,  midway  between  the  (houlder  and  the  elbow, 
and  covered  with  a piece  of  the  common  (ticking 
plafter,  and  kept  on  for  eight  or  ten  days.  This 
will  feldom  fail  to  communicate  the  difeafe.  We 
mention  this  method,  becaufe  many  people  are 
afraid  of  a wound ; and  doubtlefs  the  more  eaBly  the 
operation  can  be  performed,  it  has  the  greater 
chance  to  become  general.  Some  people  imagine, 
that  the  difcharge  from  a wound  lefiens  the  erup- 
tion; but  there  is  no  great  ftrefs  to  be  laid  upon 
this  notion;  befides,  deep  wounds  often  ulcerate, 
and  become  troublefome. 

We  do  not  find  that  inoculation  is  at  all  confidered 
as  a medical  operation  in  thofe  countries  from  whence 
we  learned  it.  In  Turkey  it  is  performed  by  the 
women,  and  in  the  Eaft  Indies  by  the  Brachmir.s  or 
priefts.  In  this  country  the  cuftom  is  Bill  in  its 
infancy 5 we  make  no  doubt,  however,  but  it  will 

I 

* Mr.  Tronchin  communicates  this  difeafe  by  a little  bit  of 
thread  dipt  in  the  matter,  which  he  covers  with  a Iniall  hliftering- 
pl alter.  Tins  method  may  no  doubt  be  ufed  with  advantage  in 
thole  cafes  where  tne  patient  is  very  much  alarmed  at  the  fight  of 
cutting  iuitrument. 
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foon  become  fo  familiar,  that  parents  will  think  no 
more  of  inoculating  their  children,  than  at  prefent 
they  do  of  giving  them  a purge. 

No  fet  of  men  have  it  fo  much  in  their  power  to 
render  the  practice  of  inoculation  general  as  the 
clergy,  the  greateft  oppofition  to  it  (till  arifing  from 
fome  fcruples  of  confcience,  which  they  alone  can 
remove.  I would  recommend  it  to  them  not  only 
to  endeavour  to  remove  the  religious  objections 
which  weak  minds  may  have  to  this  falutary  practice, 
but  to  enjoin  it  as  a duty,  and  to  point  out  the  dan- 
ger of  negledting  to  make  ufe  of  a mean  which  Pro- 
vidence has  put  in  our  power  for  faving  the  lives  of 
our  offspring.  Surely  fuch  parents  as  wilfully  neg- 
leCt  the  means  of  faving  their  children's  lives,  are 
as  guilty  as  thofe  who  put  them  to  death.  I wifh 
this  matter  were  duly  weighed.  No  one  is  more 
ready  to  make  allowance  for  human  weaknefs  and 
religious  prejudices,  yet  1 cannot  help  recommend- 
ing it,  in  the  warmeft  manner,  to  parents,  to  con- 
fider  how  great  an  injury  they  do  their  children,  by 
neglecting  to  give  them  this  difeafe  in  the  early 
period  of  life. 

The  numerous  advantages  arifing  from  the  inocu- 
lation of  the  fmall-pox:  have  been  pretty  fully 
pointed  out  by  the  learned  Dr.  M‘Kenzie,  in  his 
Hiitory  of  Health*.  To  thofe  mentioned  by  the 

DoCtor 

* “ Many  and  great,”  fays  this  humane  author,  “ are  the  dan- 
gers attending  the  natural  infe&ion , from  all  which  the  inoculation 
is  quite  fecure.  The  natural  infection  may  invade  weak  or  diftem- 
pered  bodies,  by  no  means  difpofed  for  its  kindly  reception.  It 
may  attack  them  at  a leafon  of  the  year  either  violently  hot  or 
Intensely  cold.  It  may  be  communicated  from  a fort  of  fmall-pox 
impregnated  with  the  utmoft  virulence.  It  may  lay  hold  upon 
people  unexpectedly,  when  a dangerous  fort  is  imprudently  im- 
ported into  a maritime  place.  It  may  furprife  us  fcon  after 
excefTes  committed  in  luxury,  intemperance,  or  lewdnefs.  It  may 
likewife  feize  on  the  innocent  after  indifpenfably  watchings,  hard 

Os.,4  labour, 
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Doftor  we  fhall  only  add,  that  fuch  as  have  not  had 
the  fmall-pox  in  the  early  period  of  life,  are  not 
only  rendered  unhappy,  but  likewife  in  a great 
meafure  unfit  for  fuftaining  many  of  the  moft  ufe- 
ful  and  important  offices.  Few  people  would  chufe 
even  to  hire  a fervant  who  had  not  had  the  fmall- 
pox,  far  lefs  to  purchafe  a flave  who  had  the  chance 
of  dying  of  this  difeafe.  How  could  a phyfician  or 
a furgeon,  who  had  never  had  the  fmall-pox  himfelf, 
attend  others  under  that  malady  ? How  deplorable 
is  the  fituation  of  females,  who  arrive  at  mature  age 
without  having  had  the  fmall-pox!  A woman  with 
child  feldom  furvives  this  difeafe:  and  if  an  infant 
happen  to  be  feized  with  the  fmall-pox  upon  the  j 

labour,  or  neceffary  journies.  And  is  it  a trivial  advantage,  that 
all  thefe  unhappy  circumffances  can  be  prevented  by  inoculation  ? 

By  inoculation  numbers  are  faved  from  deformity  as  well  as  from 
death.  In  the  natural  fmall-pox,  how  often  are  the  finefl  features, 
and  the  moflbeautiful  complexions, miferably  disfigured  ? Whereas 
inoculation  rarely  leaves  any  ugly  marks  of  fears,  even  where  the 
number  of  puffules  on  the  face  has  been  very  confiderable,  and 
the  fymptoms  by  no  means  favourable.  And  many  other  grievous 
complaints,  that  are  frequently  fubfequent  to  the  natural  fort, 
feldom  follow  the  artificial.  Does  not  inoculation  alfo  prevent 
thofe  inexprefSble  terrors  that  perpetually  harafs  perfons  who  ne- 
ver had  this  difeafe,  infomuch  that  when  the  fmall-pox  is  epide- 
mical, entire  villages  are  depopulated,  markets  ruined,  and  the 
face  of  diflrefs  fpread  over  the  whole  country?  From  this  terror 
it  arifes,  that  julfice  is -frequently  poffponed,  or  difeouraged,  at 
feffions  or  afiizes  where  the  fmall-pox  rages.  WitnefTes  and 
juries  dare  not  appear;  and  by  reafon  of  the  neceffary  abfence  of 
fome  gentlemen,  our  honourable  and  ufeful  judges  are  not  at- 
tended'with  that  reverence  and  fplendour  due  to  their  office  and 
merit.  Does  not  inoculation,  in  like  manner,  prevent  our  brave 
failors  from  being  feized  with  this  diftemper  on  Clipboard,  where 
they  muff  quickly  fpread  the  infe&ion  among  fuch  of  the  crew 
who  never  had  it  before,  and  where  they  have  fcarce  any  chanco 
to  efcape,  being  half  Aided  with  the  clofenefs  of  their  cabins, 
and  but  very  indifferently  nurfed?  Laftly, with  regard  to  the 
foldiery,  the  miieries  attending  thefe  poor  creatures,  when  at- 
tacked by  the  fmall-pox  on  a march,  are  inconceivable,  without 
attendance,  without  lodgings,  without  any  accommodation;  fa 
that  one  of  three  commonly  penAies.” 

r mother’s 
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mother’s  bread,  wholias  not  had  the  difeafe  herfelf, 
;he  fcene  muft  bedidreffing!  If  fhe  continue  to 
fuckle  the  child,  it  is  at  the  peril  of  her  own  life; 
and  if  fhe  wean  it,  in  all  probability  it  will  periffi. 
How  often  is  the  affe&ionate  mother  forced  to  leave 
her  houfe,  and  abandon  her  children,  at  the  very 
time  when  her  care  is  mod  neceflary  ? Yet  fhould 
parental  affedtion  get  the  better  of  her  fears,  the 
confequences  would  often  prove  fatal.  I have 
known  the  tender  mother  and  her  fucking  infant 
laid  in  the  fame  grave,  both  untimely  vidlims  to 
this  dreadful  malady.  But  thefe  are  fcenes  too 
fhocking  even  to  mention.  Let  parents  who  run 
away  with  their  children  to  avoid  the  fmall-pox,  or 
who  refufe  to  inoculate  them  in  infancy,  confider  to 
what  deplorable  fituations  they  may  be  reduced  by 
this  midaken  tendernefs! 

As  the  fmall-pox  is  now  become  an  epidemical 
difeafe  in  mod  parts  of  the  known  world,  no  other 
choice  remains  but  to  render  the  malady  as  mild  as 
podible.  This  is  the  only  manner  of  extirpation 
now  left  in  our  power;  and  though  it  may  feem 
paradoxical,  the  artificial  method  of  communicat- 
ing the  difeafe,  could  it  be  rendered  univerfal, 
would  amount  to  nearly  the  fame  thing  as  rooting 
it  out.  It  is  a matter  of  fmall  confequence,  whether 
a difeafe  be  entirely  extirpated,  or  rendered  fo  mild 
as  neither  to  dedroy  life  nor  hurt  the  conditution; 
but  that  this  may  be  done  by  inoculation,  does  not 
now  admit  of  a doubt.  The  numbers  who  die  un- 
der inoculation  hardly  deferve  to  be  named.  In  the 
natural  way,  one  in  four  or  five  generally  dies;  but 
by  inoculation  not  one  of  a thoufand.  Nay,  fome 
can  boad  of  having  inoculated  ten  thoufand  without 
the  lofs  of  a fingle  patient. 

I have  often  wiffied  to  fee  fome  plan  eftablifhed 
for  rendering  this  falutary  pra&ice  univerfal;  but 
afraid  I fhall  never  be  fo  happy.  The  diffi- 
culties 
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culties  indeed  are  many;  yet  the  thing  is  by  no 
means  impracticable.  The  aim  is  great;  no  lefs 
than  faving  the  lives  of  one-fourth  part  of  man- 
kind. What  ought  not  to  be  attempted  in  order 
to  accomplifli  fo  defirable  an  end? 

The  fir  it  dep  towards  rendering  the  practice  uni- 
verfal  mud:  be  to  remove  the  religious  prejudices 
againft  it.  This,  as  already  obferved,  can  only  be 
done  by  the  clergy.  They  mud  not  only  recom- 
.mend  it  as  a duty  to  others,  but  likewife  pratife 
it  on  their  own  children.  Example  will  ever  have 
more  influence  than  precept. 

The  next  thing  requiflte  is  to  put  it  in  the  power 
of  all.  For  this  purpofe  we  would  recommend  it  to 
the  Faculty  to  inoculate  the  children  of  the  poor 
gratis.  It  is  hard  that  fo  ufeful  a part  of  mankind 
fhould  by  their  poverty  be  excluded  from  fuch  a 
benefit. 

Should  this  fail,  it  is  furely  in  the  power  of  any 
State  to  render  the  practice  general,  at  lead  as  far 
2s  their  dominion  extends.  We  do  not  mean  that  it 
ought  to  be  enforced  by  a law.  The  bed  way  to 
promote  it  would  be  to  employ  a fufficient  number 
of  operators  at  the  public  expence  to  inoculate  the 
children  of  the  poor.  This  would  only  be  ne- 
cefiary  till  the  practice  became  general;  afterwards 
cuflom,  the  droriged  of  all  laws,  would  oblige 
every  individual  to  inoculate  his  children  to  pre- 
vent reflections. 

It  may  be  objected  to  this  fcheme,  that  the  poor 
would  refufe  to  employ  the  inoculators:  this  diffi- 
culty is  eaflly  removed.  A fmali  premium  to  en- 
able mothers  to  attend  their  children  while  under 
the  difeafe,  would  be  a fufficient  inducement;  be- 
tides- the  fuccefs  attending  the  operation  would  foon 
banifn  all  objections  to  it.  Even  confiderations  of 
profit  would  induce  the  poor  to  embrace  this  plan. 
They  often  bring  up  their  children  to  the  age  of  ten 

or 
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or  twelve,  and  when  they  come  to  be  ufeful,  they 
are  fnatched  away  by  this  malady,  to  the  great  lofs 
of  their  parents,  and  detriment  of  the  public. 

The  Britifh  legiflature  has  of  late  years  (hewn 
great  attention  to  the  prefervation  of  infant-lives, 
by  fuppor.ting  the  foundling  hofpital,  &c.  But  we 
will  venture  to  fay,  if  one- tenth  part  of  the  fums 
laid  out  in  lupporting  that  inliitution,  had  been 
bellowed  towards  promoting  the  pradtice  of  inocu- 
lation of  the  fmali-pox  among  the  poor,  that  not 
only  more  ufeful  lives  had  been  faved,  but  the 
practice  ere  now  rendered  quite  univerfal  in  this 
ifland.  It  is  not  to  be  imagined  what  efFedt  ex- 
ample and  a little  money  will  have  upon  the  poor; 
yet,  if  left  to  themfelves,  they  would  go  on  for 
ever  in  the  old  way,  without  thinking  of  any  im- 
provement. We  only  mean  this  as  a hint  to  the 
humane  and  public-fpirited.  Should  fuch  a fcheme 
be  approved,  a proper  plan  might  eafily  be  laid 
down  for  the  execution  of  it. 

But  as  public  plans  are  very  difficult  to  bring 
about,  and  often,  by  the  feltifh  views  and  mifcon- 
du6l  of  thofe  intruded  with  the  execution  of  them, 
fail  of  anlwering  the  noble  purpofes  for  which  they 
were  defigned ; we  fhall  therefore  point  out  fome 
other  method  by  which  the  benefits  of  inoculation 
may  be  extended  to  the  poor. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  inoculators  will  daily  be- 
come more  numerous.  We  would  therefore  have 
every  parifh  in  Britain  to  allow  one  of  them  a fmall 
annual  falary  for  inoculating  all  the  children  of  the 
parifh  at  a proper  age.  This  might  be  done  at  a 
very  trifling  expence,  and  it  would  enable  every 
one  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  this  falutary  inven- 
tion. 

1 wo  things  chiefly  operate  to  prevent  the  pro- 
grefs  of  inoculation.  T he  one  is  a wilh  to  put  the 
evil  day  as  far  off  as  poffible.  This  is  a principle 

in 
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In  our  nature;  and  as  inoculation  feems  rather  to 
be  anticipating  a future  evil,  it  is  no  wonder  man- 
kind are  fo  averfe  to  it.  But  this  obje&ion  is  fuffi- 
ciently  anfwered  by  the  fuccefs.  Who  in  his  fenfes 
would  not  prefer  a leflfer  evil  to-day  to  a greater 
to-morrow,  provided  they  were  equally  certain? 

The  other  obftacle  is  the  fear  of  refle6tion$. 
This  has  very  great  weight  with  the  bulk  of  man- 
kind. Should  the  child  die,  they  think  the  world 
would  blame  them.  This  they  cannot  bear.  Here 
lies  the  difficulty;  and  till  that  be  removed,  inocu- 
lation will  make  but  fmall  progrefs.  Nothing 
however  can  remove  it  but  cuftom.  Make  the 
pradtice  faffiionable,  and  all  objections  will  foon 
vaniffi.  it  is  faffiion  alone  that  has  led  the  multi- 
tiUde  fince  the  beginning  of  the  world,  and  will 
lead  them  to  the  end.  We  mud  therefore  call  upon 
the  more  enlightened  part  of  mankind  to  fet  a pat- 
ten i to  the  reft.  Their  example,  though  it  may  for 
fome  time  meet  with  oppofuion,  will  at  length 
prevail. 

I am  aware  of  an  objection  to  this  pradtice  from 
the  expence  with  which  it  may  be  attended:  this 
is  eafily  obviated.  We  do  not  mean  that  every 
pariffi  ought  to  employ  a Sutton  or  a Dimfdale  as 
inoculators.  Thefe  have  by  their  fuccefs  already 
recommended  themfelves  to  crowned  heads,  and 
are  beyond  the  vulgar  reach;  but  have  not  others 
an  equal  chance  to  lucceed  ? They  certainly  have. 
Let  them  make  the  fame  trial,  and  the  difficulties 
will  foon  vaniffi.  There  is  not  a pariffi,  and  hardly 
a village  in  Britain,  deftitute  of  fome  perfon  who 
can  bleed.  But  this  is  a far  more  difficult  ope- 
ration, and  requires  both  more  fkiil  and  dexterity 
than  inoculation. 

The  perfons  to  whom  we  would  chiefly  recom- 
mend the  performance  of  this  operation  are  the 
clergy,  Mod  of  them  know  fomething  of  medi- 
cine. 
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cine.  Almoft  all  of  them  bleed,  and  can  order  a 
purge,  which  are  all  the  qualifications  neceftary 
for  the  practice  of  inoculation.  The  priefts  among 
the  lefs  enlightened  Indians  perform  this  office,  and 
why  fhould  a Chriftian  teacher  think  himfelf  above 
it?  Surely  the  bodies  of  men,  as  well  as  their  fouls, 
merit  a part  of  the  pallor's  care;  at  leafl  the  greateft 
Teacher  who  ever  appeared  among  men  feems  to 
have  thought  fo. 

Should  all  other  methods  fail,  we  would  recom- 
mend it  to  parents  to  perform  the  operation  them- 
felves.  Let  them  take  any  method  of  communi- 
cating the  difeafe  they  pleafe;  provided  the  fub- 
jedts  be  healthy,  and  of  a proper  age,  they  will 
feldom  fail  to  fucceed  to  their  wifh.  1 have  known 
many  inftances  even  of  mothers  performing  the 
operation,  and  never  fo  much  as  heard  of  one  bad 
confequence.  A planter  in  one  of  the  Weft  India 
iflands  is  faid  to  have  inoculated,  with  his  own 
hand,  in  one  year,  three  hundred  of  his  Haves, 
who,  notwithftanding  the  warmth  of  the  climate, 
and  other  unfavourable  circumftances,  all  did  well. 
Common  mechanics  have  often,  to  my  know- 
ledge,  performed  the  operation  with  as  good  fuc- 
cefs  as  phyficians.  We  do  not  however  mean  to 
difeourage  thofe  who  have  it  in  their  power,  from 
employing  people  of  fkill  to  inoculate  their  chil- 
dren, and  attend  them  while  under  the  difeafe, 
but  only  to  fhew,*  that  where  fuch  cannot  be  had, 
the  operation  ought  not  upon  that  account  to  be 
negledled. 

Inftead  of  multiplying  arguments  to  recommend 
this  pradlice,  I (hall  juft  beg  leave  to  mention  the 
method  which  I took  with  my  own  fon,  then  an 
only  child.  After  giving  him  two  gentle  purges, 

I ordered  the  nurfe  to  take  a bit  of  thread  which 
had  been  previoufly  wet  with  frefh  matter  from  a 
pock,  and  to  lay  it  upon  his  arm,  covering  it  with 

a piece 
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a piece  of  fticking-piafter.  This  remained  on  fix  or 
fieven  days,  till  it  was  rubbed  off  by  accident.  At 
the  ufual  time  the  fmail-pox  made  their  appear^ 
ance,  and  were  exceedingly  favourable.  Surely 
this,  which  is  all  that  is  generally  neceffary,  may 
be  done  without  any  (kill  in  medicine. 

We  have  been  the  more  full  upon  this  fubjedl  be- 
caufe  the  benefits  of  inoculation  cannot  be  extended 
to  fociety  by  any  other  means  than  making  the 
practice  general.  While  it  is  confined  to  a few,  it 
muff  prove  hurtful  to  the  whole.  By  means  of  it 
the  contagion  is  fpread,  and  is  communicated  to 
many  who  might  otherwife  never  have  had  the  dif- 
eafe.  Accordingly  it  is  found  that  nearly  the  fame 
number  die  of  the  fmall-pox  now  as  before  inocu- 
lation was  introduced;  and  this  important  difcovery, 
by  which  alone  more  lives  might  be  laved  than  by  all 
the  endeavours  of  the  Faculty,  is  in  a great  meafure 
loft  by  its  benefits  not  being  extended  to  the  whole 
community*. 

The  fpring  and  autumn  have  been  ufualiy 
reckoned  the  mo  ft  proper  feafons  for  inoculation, 
on  account  of  the  weather  being  then  moft  tem- 
perate; but  it  ought  to  be  confidered  that  thefe  are 
generally  the  moft  unhealthy  feafons  of  the  whole 
year  Undoubtedly  the  beft  preparation  for  the 
difeafe  is  a previous  good  ftate  of  health.  I have 
always  obferved  that  children  in  particular  are  more 
fickly  towards  the  end  of  fpring  and  autumn  than 
at  any  other  time  of  the  year.  On  this  account,  as 
well  as  for  the  advantage  of  cool  air,  I would  pro- 
pofe  winter  as  the  moft  proper  leafon  fqr  inocu- 
lation; though,  on  every  other  confideration,  the 
fpring  would  feem  to  be  preferable. 

* By  a well-laid  plan  for  extending  inoculation,  more  lives 
might  be  faved  at  a Imall  expence,  than  are  at  prefent  preferved 
by  all  the  hofphais  in  England,  which  coll  the  public  fuch  an 
amazing  fum. 

The 
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The  mod  proper  age  for  inoculation  is  between 
three  and  five.  Many  approve  of  inoculating  on 
the  bread:,  and  where  no  circumftances  forbid  this 
practice,  I have  no  objection  to  it.  Children, 
however,  are  more  liable  to  convulfions  at  this 
time  than  afterwards  $ befides,  the  anxiety  of  the 
mother  or  nurfe,  Ihould  the  child  be  in  danger, 
would  not  fail  to  heighten  it  by  fpoiling  the  milk. 

Children  who  have  conftitutional  difeafes  mud 
neverthelefs  be  inoculated.  It  will  often  mend 
the  habit  of  body  5 but  ought  to  be  performed  at 
a time  when  they  are  molt  healthy.  Accidental 
difeafes  fhould  always  be  removed  before  inocu- 
lation. 

It  is  generally  thought  neceflary  to  regulate  the 
diet  for  fome  time  before  the  difeafe  be  commu- 
nicated. In  children,  however,  great  alteration 
in  diet  is  feldom  neceflary,  their  food  being  com- 
monly of  the  mod  Ample  and  wholefome  kind,  as 
milk,  water  pap,  weak  broths,  bread,  light  pud- 
ding,  mild  roots^  and  white  meats. 

But  children  who  have  been  accuflomed  to  a 
richer  diet,  who  are  of  a grofs  habit,  or  abound 
with  bad  humours,  ought  to  be  put, upon  a fpare 
diet  before  they  are  inoculated.  Their  food  fhouid 
be  of  a light  cooling  nature,  and  their  drink  whey, 
butter-milk,  and  fuch  like. 

We  would  recommend  no  other  medicinal  pre- 
paration but  two  or  three  mild  purges,  which  ought 
.to  be  fuited  to  the  age  and  flrength  of  the  patient. 
1 he  fuccefs  of  inoculators  does  not  depend  on  the 
preparation  of  their  patients,  but  on  their  manage- 
ment of  them  while  under  the  difeafe.  Their  con- 
flant  care  is  to  keep  them  cool,  and  their  bodies 
gently  open,  by  which  means  the  fever  is  kept 
low,  and  the  eruption  greatly  leflened.  The  dan- 
ger is  leldom  great  when  the  puftuies  are  few;  and  ' 
their  number  is  generally  in  proportion  to  the  fever 
6 which 
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which  precedes  and  attends  the  eruption.  HericS 
the  chief  fecret  of  inoculation  confifts  in  regulating, 
the  eruptive  fever,  which  generally  may  be  kept 
fufficiemly  low  by  the  methods  mentioned  above. 

The  regimen  during  the  difeafe  is  in  all  refpeCls 
the  fame  as  under  the  natural  fmall-pox.  The  pa- 
tient mud  be  kept  cool,  his  diet  fhould  be  light, 
and  his  drink  weak  and  diluting,  &c.  Should  any 
bad  fymptoms  appear,  which  is  feldom  the  cafe, 
they  muft  be  treated  in  the  fame  way  as  directed  in 
the  natural  fmall-pox.  Purging  is  not  lefs  ne- 
ceflary  after  the  fmall-pox  by  inoculation  than  in 
the  natural  way,  and  ought  by  no  means  to  be  neg- 
lected* 
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CHAP.  XXIV, 

OF  THE  MEASLES. 


THE  mealies  appeared  in  Europe  about  the  fame 
time  with  the  fmall  pox,  and  have  a great 
affinity  to  that  difeafe.  They  both  came  from  the 
fame  quarter  of  the  world,  are  both  infectious* 
and  feldom  attack  the  fame  perfon  more  than  once. 
The  mealies  are  molt  common  in  the  fpring  feafon, 
and  generally  difappear  in  fummer.  The  difeafe 
itfelf,  when  properly  managed,  feldom  proves  fatal; 
but  its  confequences  are  often  very  troublefome. 

CAUSE. — —This  difeafe,  like  the  fmall-pox, 
proceeds  from  infeClkm,  and  is  more  or  lefs  dan- 
gerous according  to  the  conftitution  of  the  pa- 
tient, the  feafon  of  the  year,  the  climate,  8cc. 

SYMPTOMS.-— — The  mealies,  like  other  fe- 
vers, are  preceded  by  alternate  fits  of  heat  and 
cold,  with  ficknefs,  and  lofs  of  appetite.  The 

tongue 
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tongue  is  white,  but  generally  moift.  There  is  a 
fhort  cough,  a heavinefs  of  the  head  and  eyes, 
drowfinefs,  and  a running  at  the  nofe.  Some- 
times indeed  the  cough  does  not  come  before  the 
eruption  has  appeared.  There  is  an  inflammation 
and  heat  in  the  eyes,  accompanied  with  a defluxion 
of  fharp  rheum,  and  great  acutenefs  of  fenfation, 
fo  that  they  cannot  bear  the  light  without  pain. 
The  eye-lids  frequently  fwell  fo  as  to  occafion 
blindn^fs.  The  patient  generally  complains  of  his 
throat;  and  a vomiting  or  loofenefs  often  precedes 
the  eruption.  The  {tools  in  children  are  commonly 
greenifh ; they  complain  of  an  itching  of  the  fkin, 
and  are  remarkably  peevifh.  Bleeding  at  the  nofe 
is  common,  both  before  and  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe. 

About  the  fourth  day,  fmall  fpots,  refembling 
flea-bites,  appear,  firft  upon  the  face,  then  upon 
the  breaft,  and  afterwards  on  the  extremities : thefe 
may  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  fmall-pox  by  their 
fcarcely  rifing  above  the  fkin.  The  fever,  cough, 
and  difficulty  of  breathing,  inftead  of  being  re- 
moved by  the  eruption  as  in  the  fmall-pox,  are 
rather  increafed  5 but  the  vomiting  generally  ceafes. 

About  the  fixth  or  feventh  day  from  the  time  of 
flckening,  the  meafles  begin  to  turn  pale  on  the 
face,  and  afterwards  upon  the  body;  fo  that  by  the 
ninth  day  they  entirely  difappear.  The  fever,  how- 
ever, and  difficulty  of  breathing,  often  continue, 
efpecially  if  the  patient  has  been  kept  upon  too  fmc 
a regimen.  Petechiae,  or  purple  fpots,  may  lilcfe- 
wife  be  occafioned  by  this  error. 

A violent  loofenefs  fometimes  fucceeds  the 
meafles ; in  which  cafe  the  patient’s  life  is  in  im- 
minent danger. 

Such  as  die  of  the  meafles  generally  expire  about 
the  ninth  day  from  the  invafton,  and  are  commonly 
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carried  off  by  a peripneumony,  or  inflammation  of 

the  lungs. 

The  mod  favourable  fymptoms  are  a moderate 
loofenefs,  a mold  ft  in,  and  a plentiful  difcharge  of 
urine. 

When  the  eruption  fuddenly  falls  .in,  and  the 
patient  is  feized  with  a delirium,  he  is  in  the  greateft 
danger.  If  the  meafles  turn  too  foon  of  a pale  co- 
lour, it  is  an  unfavourable  fymptom,  as  are  alfo 
great  weaknefs,  vomiting,  redleffnefs,  and  difficulty 
of  fwallowing.  Purple  or  black  fpots  appearing 
among  the  meafles  are  very  unfavourable.  When 
a continual  cough,  with  hoarfenefs,  fucceeds  the 
difeafe,  there  is  reafon  to  fufpedt  an  approaching 
confumption  of  the  lungs. 

Our  bufmefs  in  this  difeafe  is  to  affid  Nature,  by 
proper  cordials,  in  throwing  out  the  eruption,  if 
her  efforts  be  too  languid;  but  when  they  are  too 
violent  they  mud  be  redrained  by  evacuations,  and 
cool  diluting  liquors,  &c.  We  ought  likewife  to 
endeavour  to  appeafe  the  mod  urgent  fymptoms, 
as  the  cough,  redleffnefs,  and  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing. 

REGIMEN.— — -The  cool  regimen  is  neceffary 
here  as  well  as  in  the  fmall-pox.  The  food  too  mud 
be  light,  and  the  drink  diluting.  Acids  however 
do  not  anfwcr  fo  well  in  the  meafles  as  in  the 
fmall-pox,  as  they  tend  to  exafperate  the  cough. 
Small  beer  likewife,  though  a good  drink  in 'the 
fmall-pox,  is  here  improper.  The  mod  fuitable 
iiquors  are  deceptions  of  liquorice  with  marfh- 
m allow  roots  and  farfaparilla,  infufions  of  1 infeed, 
or  of  the  flowers  of  elaer,  balm-tea,  clarified  whey, 
barley-water,  and  fuch  like.  Thefe,  if  the  pa- 
tient be  codive,  may  be  fweetened  with  honey  ; or, 
if  that  fliould  difagree  with  the  domach,  a little 
manna  may  occafionally  be  added  to  them. 
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MEDICINE. The  meafles  beins;  an  inflam- 

matory  difeafe,  without  any  critical  difcharge  of 
matter,  as  in  the  fmall-pox,  bleeding  is  commonly 
neceffary,  efpecially  when  the  fever  runs  high,  with 
difficulty  of  breathing,  and  great  oppreffion  of  the 
breaft.  But  if  the  dileafe  be  of  a mild  kind,  bleed- 
ing may  be  omitted  *. 

Bathing  the  feet  and  legs  frequently  in  lukewarm 
water  both  tends  to  abate  the  violence  of  the  fever, 
and  to  promote  the  eruption. 

The  patient  is  often  greatly  relieved  by  vomit- 
ing. When  there  is  a tendency  this  way,  it  ought 
to  be  promoted  by  drinking  lukewarm  water,  or 
weak  camomile-tea. 

When  the  cough  is  very  troublefome,  with  dry- 
nefs  of  the  throat,  and  difficulty  of  breathing,  the 
patient  may  hold  his  head  over  the  fleam  of  warm 
water,  and  draw  the  fleam  into  his  lungs. 

He  may  likewife  lick  a little  fperma-ceti  and 
fugar-candy  pounded  together-;  or  take  now  and 
then  a fpoonful  of  the  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  with 
fugar-candy  diffolved  in  it.  Thefe  will  foften  the 
throat,  and  relieve  the  tickling  cough. 

If  at  the  turn  of  the  difeafe  the  fever  afTumes 
new  vigour,  and  there  appears  great  danger  of 
fuffocation,  the  patient  mull  be  bled  according  to 
his  flrength,  and  bliftering-plaflers,  applied,  with 
a view  fro  prevent  the  load  from  being  thrown  on 
the  lungs,  where  if  an  inflammation  fhowld  fix  it- 
felf,  the  patient's  life  will  be  in  imminent  danger. 

In  cale  the  mealies  ffiould  fuddenly  difappear,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  purfue  the  fame  method  which 
we  have  recommended  when  the  fmall-pox  recede. 
The  patient  mufl  be  fupported  with  wine  and  cor- 
dials. Bliflering  plafters  mull  be  applied  to  the 

* I do  not  know  any  difeafe  wherein  bleeding  is  more  neceflary 
than  in  the  meafles,  efpecially  when  the  fever  runs  high  : in  this 
cafe  I have  always  found  it  relieve  the  patient, 
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legs  and  arms,  and  the  body  rubbed  all  over  with 
warm  flannels.  Warm  poultices  may  likewife  be 
applied  to  the  feet  and  palms  of  the  hands. 

When  purple  or  black  fpots  appear,  the  patient’s 
drink  fhould  be  fharpened  with  fpirits  of  vitriol; 
and  if  the  putrid  fymptoms  increafe,  the  Peruvian 
bark  mud  be  adminitlered  in  the  fame  manner  as 
directed  in  the  fmali-pox. 

Opiates  are  fometimes  neceflary,  but  fhould 
never  be  given  except  in  cafes  of  extreme  reflleff- 
nefs,  a violent  loofenefs,  or  when  the  cough  is  very 
troublefome.  For  children,  the  fyrup  of  poppies 
is  fufficienr.  A tea-fpoonful  or  two  may  be  occa- 
fionaliy  given,  according  to  the  patient’s  age,  or 
the  violence  of  the  fymptoms. 

After  the  meafies  are  gone  off,  the  patient  ought 
to  be  purged.  This  may  be  conduced  in  the  fame 
manner  as  directed  in  the  fmall-pox. 

If  a violent  loofenefs  fucceeds  the  meafies,  it 
may  be  checked  by  taking  for  fome  days  a gentle 
dofe  of  rhubarb  in  the  morning,  and  an  opiate  over 
right ; but  if  thefe  do  not  remove  ir,  bleeding  will 
feldom  fail  to  have  that  effedt. 

Patients  recovering  after  the  meafies  fhould  be 
careful  what  they  eat  or  drink.  Their  food  for 
fome  time  ought  to  be  light,  and  in  final!  quanti- 
ties, and  their  drink  diluting,  and  rather  of  an 
opening  nature,  as  butter-milk,  whey,  and  fuch 
like.  They  ought  alfo  to  beware  of  expofing 
themfelves  too  foon  to  the  cold  air,  left  a fuffo- 
cating  catarrh,  an  afthm'a,  or  a confumptiort  of  the 
lungs,  fhould  enfue. 

Should  a cough,  with  difficulty  of  breathing,  and 
other  fymptoms  of  a confumption,  remain  after  the 
meafies,  fmall  quantities  of  blood  may  be  fre- 
quently let  at  proper  intervals,  as  the  parent’s 
firength  and  constitution  will  permit.  He  ought  like- 
wife to  drink  affies  milk,  to  remove  to  a free  air,  if 
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in  a large  town,  and  to  ride  daily  on  horfeback. 
He  muft  keep  clofe  to  a diet  confifting  of  milk  and 
vegetables;  and  laftly,  if  tbefe  do  not  fucceed,  let 
him  remove  to  a warmer  climate  *. 

OF  THE  SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  fcarlet  fever  is  fo  called  from  the  colour  of 
the  patient’s  fkin,  which  appears  as  if  it  were  tinged 
with  red  wine.  It  happens  at  any  feafon  of  the 
year,  but  is  mo  ft  common  towards  the  end  of 
fummer;  at  which  time  it  often  feizes  whole  fami- 
lies; children  and  young  perfons  are  moft  fubjedl 
to  it. 

It  begins  like  other  fevers,  with  coldnefs  and  fhi- 
vering,  without  any  violent  ficknefs.  Afterwards 
the  fkin  is  covered  with  re£  fpots,  which  are  broader, 
more  florid,  and  lefs  uniform  than  the  meafles. 
They  continue  two  or  three  days,  and  then  disap- 
pear; after  which  tfie  cuticle,  or  fcarf-fkin,  falls 
off. 

* Attempts  have  been  made  to  communicate  the  mealies,  as 
well  as  the  fmall-pox,  by  inoculation,  and  we  make  no  doubt 
but  in  time  the  practice  may  fucceed.  Dr.  Home  of  Edinburgh 
fays,  he  communicated  the  difeafe  by  the  blood.  Others  have 
tried  this  method,  and  have  not  found  it  fucceed.  Some  think 
the  difeafe  would  be  more  certainly  communicated  by  rubbing 
the  Ikin  of  a patient  who  has  the  mealies  with  cotton,  and  after- 
wards applying  the  cotton  to  a wound,  as  in  the  fmall-pox ; 
while  others  recommend  a bit  of  flannel  which  had  been  applied 
to  the  patient’s  Ikin,  all  the  time  of  the  difeafe,  to  be  afterwards 
laid  upon  the  arm  or  leg  of  the  perfon  to  whom  the  infe&ion  is 
to  be  communicated.  There  is  no  doubt  but  this  difeafe,  as  well 
as  the  fmall-pox,  may  be  communicated  various  ways  ; the  molt 
probable,  however,  is  either  from  cotton  rubbed  upon  the  Ikin, 
as  mentioned  above,  or  by  introducing  a little  of  the  lharp  hu- 
mour which  dillils  from  the  eyes  of  the  patient  into  the  blood. 
It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  fuch  patients  as  have  been  inocu- 
lated had  the  difeafe  very  mildly ; we  therefore  wilh  the  prac- 
tice were  more  general,  as  the  mealies  have  of  late  become  very 
fatal, 
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There  is  feldom  any  occafion  for  medicine  in 
this  difeafe.  The  patient  ought  however  to  keep 
within  doors,  to  abftain  from  fiefh,  ftrong  liquors, 
and  cordials,  and  to  drink  freely  of  cool  diluting 
liquors.  If  the  fever  runs  high,  the  body  mu  ft  be 
kept  gently  open  by  emollient  clyfters,  or  fmall 
dofes  of  nitre  and  rhubarb.  A fcruple  of  the  former, 
with  five  grains  of  the  latter,  may  be  taken  thrice 
a-day,  or  oftener,  if  necefifary. 

Children  and  young  perfons  are  fometimes  feized 
at  the  beginning  of  this  , difeafe  with  a kind  of 
ftupor  and  epileptic  fits.  In  this  cafe  the  feet  and 
legs  fhould  be  bathed  in  warm  water,  a large  blif- 
tering-plafter  applied  to  the  neck,  and  a dofe  of 
the  fyrup  of  poppies  given  every  night  till  the  pa- 
tient recovers  *. 

The  fc&rlet  fever  however  is  not  always  of  fo 
mild  a nature.  It  is  foretimes  attended  with  pu- 
trid or  malignant  fymptoms,  in  which  cafe  it  is  al- 
ways dangerous.  In  the  malignant  fcarlet  fever 
the  patient  is  not  only  affedted  with  coldnefs  and 
fhivcring,  but  with  languor,  ficknefs,  and  great 
oppreftion  * to  thefe  fucceed  exceflive  heat,  naufea 
and  vomiting,  with  a forenefs  of  the  throat*  the 
pulfe  is  extremely  quick,  but  fmall  and  deprefifed* 
the  breathing  frequent  and  laborious*  the  fid n hot, 
but  not  quite  dry  * the  tongue  moift,  and  covered 
with  a whirifh  mucus*  the  tonfils  inflamed  and  ul- 
cerated. When  the  eruption  appears,  it  brings  no 
relief : on  the  contrary,  the  fymptoms  generally 
grow  worfe,  and  frefh  ones  come  on,  as  purging, 
delirium,  &c. 

When  this  difeafe  is  miflaken  for  a Ample  in- 
flammation, and  treated  with  repeated  bleedings, 
purging  and  cooling  medicines,  it  generally  proves 
fatal.  The  only  medicines  that  can  be  depended 
on  in  this  cafe  are  cordials  and  antifeptics,  as  the 
* Sydenham.,  # % 
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Peruvian  bark,  wine,  fhake-root,  and  the  like. 
The  treatment  muft  be  in  general  fimilar  to  that  of 
'the  putrid  fever,  or  of  the  malignant  ulcerous  fore 
throat  *. 

OF  THE  BILIOUS  FEVER. 

When  a continual,  remitting,  or  intermitting  fe- 
ver is  accompanied  with  a frequent  or  copious  eva- 
cuation of  bile,  either  by  vomit  or  ftool,  the  fever 
is  denominated  bilious.  In  Britain  the  bilious  fe- 
ver generally  makes  its  appearance  about  the  end 
of  fummer,  and  ceafes  toward^  the  approach  of 
winter.  It  is  mo  ft  frequent  and  fatal  in  warm 
countries,  efpecially  where  the  foil  is  marlhy,  and. 
when  great  rains  are  fucceeded  by  fultry  heats. 
Perfons  who  work  without  doors,  lie  in  camps,  or 
who  are  expofed  to  the  night  air,  are  mod  liable  to 
this  kind  of  fever. 

If  there  are  fymptoms  of  inflammation  at  the 
beginning  of  this  fever,  it  will  be  necefiary  to 
bleed,  and  to,  put  the  patient  upon  the  cool  di- 
luting regimen  recommended  in  the  inflammatory 
fever.  The  faline  draught  may  likewife  be  fre- 
quently adminiftered,  and  the  patient's  body  kept 
open  by  clyfters  or  mild  purgatives.  But  if  the 
fever  fhould  remit  or  intermit,  bleeding  will  ftldom 
be  neceftary.  In  this  cafe  a vomit  may  be  admi- 
niftered, and,  if  the  body  be  bound,  a gentle  purge  ; 
after  which  the  Peruvian  bark  will 'generally  com- 
plete the  cure. 

* In  the  year  1774,  during  winter,  a very  bad  fpecies  of  this 
fever  prevailed  in  Edinburgh  It  raged  chiefly  among  young 
people.  The  eruption  was  generally  accompanied  with  a quin- 
fey,  and  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  were  fo  blended  w;th  others 
of  a putrid  nature,  as  to  render  the  treatment  of  the  difeafe  very 
difficult.  Many  of  the  patients,  towards  the  decline  of  the  fever, 
were  afflicted  with  large  fwellings  of  the  fubmaxillary  glands,  and 
not  a few  had  a fuppuration  in  one  or  both  ears. 
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In  cafe  of  a violent  loofenefs,  the  patient  mud 
be  fupported  with  chicken  broth,  jellies  of  hartf- 
horn,  and  the  like;  and  he  may  ufe  the  white  de+ 
coftion  for  his  ordinary  drink  *.  If  a bloody  flux 
fhould  accompany  this  fever,  it  muft  be  treated  in 
the  manner  recommended  under  the  article  Dy/en- 
tery. 

When  there  is  a burning  heat,  and  the  patient 
does  not  fweat,  that  evacuation  may  be  promoted 
by  giving  him,  three  or  four  times  a-day,  a table- 
fpoonful  of  Mindererus’s  fpirit  f mixed  in  a cup  of 
his  ordinary  drink. 

If  the  bilious  fever  be  attended  with  the  nervous, 
malignant,  or  putrid  fymptoms,  which  is  fome- 
times  the  cafe,  the  patient  muft  be  treated  in  the 
fame  manner  as  directed  under  thefe  difeafes. 

After  this  fever,  proper  care  is  neceftary  to  pre- 
vent a relapfe.  For  this  purpofe  the  patient,  efpe- 
cially  towards  the  end  of  autumn,  ought  to  continue 
the  ufe  of  the  Peruvian  bark  for  fome  time  after 
he  is  well.  He  fhould  likewife  abftain  from  all 
trafhy  fruits,  new' liquors,  and  every  kind  of  flatu^ 
lent  aliment. 


CHAP.  XXV. 

OF  THE  ERYSIPELAS,  or  St. 
ANTHONY’S  FIRE. 

*TPHIS  difeafe,  which  in  fome  parts  of  Britain  is 
called  the  rofe , attacks  perfons  at  any  periocj  of 
life,  but  is  mod  common  between  the  age  of  thirty 

* See  Appendix,  White  Decottion . 
f See  Appendix,  Spirit  of  Mindererus, 
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and  forty.  Perfons  of  a fanguine  or  plethoric  habit 
are  moft  liable  to  it.  It  often  attacks  young  people, 
and  pregnant  women ; and  fuch  as  have  once  been 
affli&ed  with  it  are  very  liable  to  have  it  again. 
.Sometimes  it  is  a primary  difeafe,  and  at  other  times 
only  a fymptom  of  fome  other  malady.  Every  part 
of  the  body  is  liable  to  be  attacked  by  an  eryfipelas, 
but  it  moft  frequently  feizes  the  legs  or  face,  spe- 
cially the  latter.  It  is  moft  common  in  autumn, 
or  when  hot  weather  i£  fucceeded  by  cold  and  wet. 

CAUSES. The  eryfipelas  may  be  occafioned 

by  violent  pafiions  or  affedtions  of  the  mind  ; as; 
fear,  anger,  &c.  When  the  body  has  been  heated 
to  a great  degree,  and  is  immediately  expofed  to 
the  cold  air,  fo  that  the  perfpiration  is  fuddenly 
checked,  an  eryfipelas  will  often  enfue*.  It  may 
alfo  be  occafioned  by  drinking  to  excefs,  by  conti- 
nuing too  long  in  a warm  bath,  or  by  any  thing 
that  overheats  the  blood.  If  any  of  the  natural 
evacuations  be  obftru&ed,  or  in  too  fmall  quantity, 
it  may  caufe  an  eryfipelas.  The  fame  effcdl  will 
follow  from  the  ftoppage  of  artificial  evacuations; 
asiflues,  fetons,  or  the  like. 

SYMPTOMS. The  eryfipelas  attacks  with 

fhivering,  thirft,  lofs  of  ftrength,  pain  in  the  head 
and  back,  heat,  reftleflnefs,  and  a quick  pulfe ; to 
which  may  be  added  vomiting,  and  fometimes  a 
delirium.  On  the  fecond,  third,  or  fourth  day, 
the  part  fvvells,  becomes  red,  and  fmall  puftules  ap^ 
pear  j at  which  time  the  fever  generally  abates. 

* The  country  people  in  many  parts  ©f  Britain  call  this  difeafe 
a blajiy  and  imagine  it  proceeds  from  foul  air,  or  ill  wind,  as 
they  term  it.  The  truth  is,  they  often  lie  down  to  reft  them, 
when  warm  and  fatigued,  upon  the  damp  ground,  where  they 
fall  afleep,  and  lie  fo  long  as  to  catch  cold,  which  occaftons  the 
eryfipelas.  This  difeafe  may  indeed  proceed  from  other  caufes, 
but  we  may  venture  to  fay,  that  nine  times  out  of  ten  it  is  occa- 
fioned by  co}d  caught  after  the  body  has  been  greatly  heated  or 
fatigued. 
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When  the  eryfipelas  feizes  the  foot,  the  parts 
contiguous  fwell,  the  fkin  fhines ; and,  if  the  pain 
be  violent,  it  will  afcend  to  the  leg,  and  will  not 
bear  to  be  touched. 

When  it  attacks  the  face,  it  fwells,  appears,  red, 
and  the  fkin  is  covered  with  fmall  puttules  filled 
with  clear  water.  One  or  both  eyes  are  generally 
clofed  with  the  fwelling  ; and  there  is  a difficulty  of 
breathing.  If  the  mouth  and  noflrils  be  very  dry, 
and  the  patient  drowfy,  there  is  reafon  to  fufpeft  an 
inflammation  of  the  brain. 

If  the  eryfipelas  affe&s  the  bread,  it  fwells  and 
becomes  exceedingly  hard,  with  great  pain,  and  is 
apt  to  fuppurate.  There  is  a violent  pain  in  the 
arm-pit  on  the  fide  affedted,  where  an  abfcefs  is 
often  formed. 

If  in  a day  or  two  the  fwelling  fubfides,  the  heat 
and  pain  abate,  the  colour  of  the  part  turns  yellow, 
and  the  cuticle  breaks  and  falls  off  in  fcales,  the 
danger  is  over.  t 

When  the  eryfipelas  is  large,  deep,  and  affects  a 
very  fenfible  part  of  the  body,  the  danger  is  great. 
If  the  red  colour  changes  into  a livid  or  black,  it 
will  end  in  a mortification.  Sometimes  the  inflam- 
mation cannot  be  difcuffed,  but  comes  to  a fuppu- 
ration  ; in  which  cafe  fiftulas,  a gangrene,  or  mor- 
tification, often  enfue. 

Such  as  die  of  this  difeafe  are  commonly  carried 
off  by  the  fever,  which  is  attended  with  difficulty 
of  breathing,  and  fometimes  with  a delirium  and 
great  drowfinefs.  They  generally  die  about  the 
j'eventh  of  eighth  day. 

REGIMEN.- In  the  eryfipelas  the  patient 

mult  neither  be  kept  too  hot  nor  too  cold,  as  either 
of  thefe  extremes  will  tend  to  make  it  retreat,  which 
is  always  to  be  guarded  againft.  When  the  difeafe 
is  mild,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  keep  the  patient  withio 

doors. 
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doors,  without  confining  him  to  his  bed,  and  to 
promote  the  perfpiration  by  diluting  liquors,  &c. 

The  diet  ought  to  be  (lender,  and  of  a moderately 
cooling  and  moiftening  quality,  as  groat-gruel,  pa- 
nado,  chicken  or  barley-broth,  with  cooling  herbs 
and  fruits,  &c.  avoiding  fiefh,  fifh,  ftrong  drink, 
fpices,  pickles,  and  all  other  things  that  may  heat 
and  inflame  the  blood  ;,the  drink  may  be  barley- 
water,  an  infuflon  of  elder- flowers,  common  whey, 
and  fuch  like. 

Rut  if  the  pulfe  be  low,  and  the  fpirits  funk,  the 
patient  muft  be  fupported  with  negus,  and  other 
things  of  a cordial  nature.  His  food  may  be  fago 
gruel  with  a little  wine,  and  nourifhing  broths  taken 
in  fmall  quantities,  and  often  repeated.  Great  care 
however  muft  be  taken  not  to  overheat  him. 

MEDICINE. In  this  difeafe  much  mifchief 

is  often  done  by  medicine,  efpecially  by  external 
applications.  People,  when  they  fee  an  inflamma- 
tion, immediately  think  that  fomcthing  ought  to 
be  applied  to  it.  This  indeed  is  neceflary  in  large 
phlegmons  i but  in  an  eryfipelas  the  fafer  courfe  is 
to  apply  nothing.  Almoft  all  ointments,  falves,  and 
plafters,  being  of  a greafy  nature,  tend  rather  to  ob- 
ftrud  and  repel,  than  promote  any  difcharge  from 
the  part.  At  the  beginning  of  this  difeafe  it  is 
neither  fafe  to  promote  a fuppuration,  nor  to  repel 
the  matter  too  quickly.  The  eryfipelas  in  many 
refpeds  refembles  the  gout,  and  is  to  be  treated 
with  the  greateft  caution.  Fine  wool,  or  very  foft 
flannel,  are  the  fafeft  applications  to  the  part.  Thefe  * 
not  only  defend  it  from  the  external  air,  but  like- 
wife  promote  the  perfpiration,  which  has  a great 
tendency  to  carry  off  the  difeafe.  In  Scotland  the 
common  people  generally  apply  a mealy  cloth  to  the 
parts  affeded,  which  is  far  from  being  improper. 

It  is  common  to  bleed  in  the  eryfipelas  j but  this 
Jikewife  requires  caution.  If  however  the  fever  be 

high, 
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high,  the  pulfe  hard  and  ftrong,  and  the  patient 
vigorous,  it  will  be  proper  to  bleed  but  the  quan- 
tity muft  be  regulated  by  thefe  circumftances,  and 
the  operation  repeated  as  the  fymptoms  may  require. 
If  the  patient  has  been  accuftomed  to  ftrong  liquors, 
and  the  difeafe  attacks  his  head,  bleeding  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceftary. 

Bathing  the  feet  and  legs  frequently  in  lukewarrq 
water,  when  the  difeafe  attacks  the  face  or  brain, 
has  an  excellent  effe&.  It  tends  to  make  a deriva- 
tion from  the  head,  and  feldom  fails  to  relieve  the 
patient.  When  bathing  proves  ineffectual,  poul- 
tices, or  fharp  finapifms,  may  be  applied  to  the 
foies  of  the  feet,  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

In  cafes  where  bleeding  is  requifite,  it  is  likewife 
neceftary  to  keep  the  body  open.  This  may  be  ef- 
fected by  emollient  clyfters,  or  fmall  dofes  of  nitre 
and  rhubarb.  Some  indeed  recommend  very  large 
dofes  of  nitre  in  the  eryfipelas  -}  but  nitre  feldom  fits 
eafy  on  the  ftomach  when  taken  in  large  dofes.  It 
is  however  one  of  the  beft  medicipes  when  the  fever 
and  inflammation  run  high.  Half  a drachm  of  it, 
with  four  or  five  grains  of  rhubarb,  may  be  taken 
in  the  patient’s  ordinary  drink,  four  times  a day. 

When  the  eryfipelas  leaves  the  extremities,  and 
feizes  the  head  lo  as  to  occafion  a delirium  or  ftupor, 
it  is  abfoiutely  neceftary  to  open  the  body.  If  clyfters 
and  mild  purgatives  fail  to  have  this  effeCt,  ftronger 
ones  muft  be  given.  Bliftering  plafters  muft  like- 
wife be  applied  to  the  neck,  or  behind  the  ears,  and 
fharp  cataplafms  laid  to  the  foies  of  the  feet. 

When  the  inflammation  cannot  be  difcufled,  and 
the  part  has  a tendency  to  ulcerate,  it  will  then  be 
proper  to  promote  fuppuration,  which  may  be  done 
by  the  application  of  ripening  poultices  with  faffron, 
wa;m  fomentations,  and  fuch  like. 

When  the  black,  livid,  or  blue  colour  of  the  part 
{hews  a tendency  to  mortification,  the  Peruvian 

bark 
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bark  muft  be  adminiftered.  It  may  be  taken  along 
with  acids,  as  recommended  in  the  fmall-pox,  or 
in  any  other  form  more  agreeable  to  the  patient. 
Jt  muft  not  however  be  trifled  with,  as  tbe  patienfs 
life  is  at  ftake.  A drachm  may  be  given  every  two 
hours,  if  the  fymptoms  be  threatening,  and  cloths 
dipped  in  warm  camphorated  fpirits  of  wine,  or  the 
tindture  of  myrrh  and  aloes,  may  be  applied  to  the 
part,  and  frequently  renewed.  It  may  likewife  be 
proper  in  this  cafe  to  apply  poultices  of  the  bark^ 
or  to  foment  the  part  affedted  with  a ftrong  decoc- 
tion of  it. 

In  what  is  commonly  called  the Jcorbutic  eryfipelas , 
which  continues  for  a confiderable  time,  it  will  only 
be  neceflfary  to  give  gentle  laxatives,  and  fuch  things 
as  purify  the  blood  and  promote  the  perfpiration. 
Thus,  after  the  inflammation  has  been  checked  by 
opening  medicines,  the  decodlion  of  woods*  may 
be  drank,  after  which  a courfe  of  bitters  will  be 
proper. 

Such  as  are  liable  to  frequent  attacks  of  the  ery- 
fipelas ought  carefully  to  guard  againft  all  violent 
paflions ; to  abftain  from  ftrong  liquors,  and  all  fat, 
vifeid,  and  highly-nourifhing  food.  They  fhould 
likewife  take  fufticient  exercile,  carefully  avoiding 
the  extremes  of  heat  or  cold.  Their  food  fhould 
confift  chiefly  of  milk,  and  fuch  fruits,  herbs,  and 
roots,  as  are  of  a cooling  quality  ; and  their  drink 
ought  to  be  fmall-beer,  whey,  butter-milk,  apd 
fuch  like.  They  fhould  never  fuffer  themfelves  to 
be  long  coftive.  If  that  cannot  be  prevented  by 
fuitable  diet,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  frequently  a 
gentle  dofe  of  rhubarb,  cream  of  tartar,  the  lenitive 
dedtuary,  or  fome  other  mild  purgative. 


* See  Appendix,  D$cq ft 'ion  of  Woods* 
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CHAP.  XXVI. 

OF  THE  PHRENITISj  or  INFLAM- 
MATION OF  THE  BRAIN. 

nnHis  is  fometimes  a primary  difeafe,  but  oftener 
. only  a fymptom  of  fome  other  malady  ; as  the 
inflammatory,  eruptive,  or  fpotted  fever,  &c.  It 
is  very  common,  however,  as  a primary  difeafe  in 
warm  climates,  and  is  moft  incident  to  perfons 
about  the  prime  or  vigour  of  life..  The  pafftonate, 
the  ftudious,  and  thole  whofe  nervous  fyftem  is  ir- 
ritable in  a high  degree,  are  moft  liable  to  it. 

CAUSES. This  difeafe  is  often  occafioned  by 

night-watching,  efpecially  when  joined  with  hard 
ftudv  : it  may  likewife  proceed  from  hard  drinking, 
anger,  grief,  or  anxiety.  It  is  often  occafioned  by 
the  ftoppage  of  ufual  evacuations j as  the  bleeding 
piles  in  men,  the  cuftomary  difcharges  of  women, 
&c.  Such  as  imprudently  expole  themfelves  to  the 
heat  of  the  fun,  efpecially  by  fleeping  without  doors 
in  a hot  feafon  with  their  heads  uncovered,  are  often 
fuddenly  feized  with  an  inflammation  of  the  brain, 
fo  as  to  awake  quite  delirious.  When  repellents 
are  imprudently  ufed  in  an  eryfipelas,  an  inflamma- 
tion of  the  brain  is  fometimes  the  confequence.  It 
may  likewife  be  occafioned  by  external  injuries,  as 
blows  or  bruifes  upon  the  head,  &c. 

SYMPTOMS. The  fymptoms  which  ufually 

precede  a true  inflammation  of  the  brain  are  pain 
of  the  head,  rednels  of  the  eyes,  a violent  flufhing 
of  the  face,  difturbed  fleep,  or  a total  want  of  it, 
great  drynefs  of  the  Akin,  coftivenefs,  a retention 
of  urine,  a fmall  dropping  of  blood  from  the  nofe, 
finging  of  the  ears,  and  extreme  fenfibility  of  the 
nervous  fyftem. 
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When  the  inflammation  is  formed,  the  fymptoms 
in  general  are  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  inflammatory 
fever.  The  pulfe  indeed  is  often  weak,  irregular, 
and  trembling;  but  fometimes  it  is  hard  and  con- 
tracted. When  the  brain  itfelf  is  inflamed,  the 
pulfe  is  always  foft  and  low;  but  when  the  inflam- 
mation only  affeCts  the  integuments  of  the  brain, 
viz.  the  dura  and  pia  mater,  it  is  hard.  A re- 
markable quicknefs  of  hearing  is  a common  fymp- 
tom  of  this  difeafe;  but  that  feldom  continues 
long.  Another  ufual  fymptom  is  a great  throbbing 
or  pulfation  in  the;arteries  of  the  neck  and  temples. 
Though  the  tongue  is  often  black  and  dry,  yet  the 
patient  feldom  complains  of  thirft,  and  even  re- 
fufes  drink.  The  mind  chiefly  runs  upon  fuch  ob- 
jects as  have  before  made  a deep  impreflion  on  it; 
and  fometimes,  from  a fullen  filence,  the  patient 
becomes  all  of  a fudden  quite  outrageous. 

A conftant  trembling  and  darting  of  the  ten- 
dons is  an  unfavourable  fymptom,  as  are  alfo  a 
fuppreflion  of  urine;  a total  want  of  fleep;  a con- 
flant  fpitting ; a grinding  of  the  teeth,  which  lad 
may  be  contidered  as  a kind  of  convulfion.  When 
a phrenitis  fucceeds  an  inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
of  the  inteftines,  or  of  the  throat,  &c.  it  is  owing 
to  a tranflation  of  the  difeafe  from  thele  parts  to 
the^brain,  and  generally  proves  fatal.  This  (hews 
the  neceflity  of  proper  evacuations,  and  the  danger 
of  repellents  in  all  inflammatory  difeafes. 

The  favourable  fymptoms  are,  a free  perfpira- 
tion,  a copious  difcharge  of  blood  from  the  nofe, 
the  bleeding  piles,  a plentiful  difcharge  of  urine, 
which  lets  fall  a copious  fediment.  Sometimes  the 
difeafe  is  carried  off  by  a loofenefs,  and  in  women 
by  an  exceflive  flow  of  the  menjes . 

As  this  difeafe-often  proves  fatal  in  a few  days, 
it  requires  the  mod  fpeedy  applications.  When  it 
is  prolonged,  or  improperly  treated,  it  fometimes 

ends 
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ends  in  madnefs,  or  a kind  of  ftupidity  which  con- 
tinues for  life. 

In  the  cure,  two  things  are  chiefly  to  be  attended 
to,  viz.  to  leflen  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the 
brain,  and  to  retard  the  circulation  towards  the 
head. 

REGIMEN. The  patient  ought  to  be  kept 

very  quiet.  Company,  noife,  and  every  thing  that 
affe&s  the  fenfes,  or  difturbs  the  imagination,  in- 
creafes  the  difeafe.  Even  too  much  light  is  hurt- 
ful: for  which  reafon  the  patient’s  chamber  ought 
to  be  a little  darkened,  and  he  fhould  neither  be 
kept  too  hot  nor  cold.  It  is  not  however  neceflfary 
to  exclude  the  company  of  an  agreeable  friend,  a$ 
this  has  a tendency  to  footh  and  quiet  the  mind. 
Neither  ought  the  patient  to  be  kept  too  much  in 
the  dark,  left  it  fhould  occafion  a gloomy  melan- 
choly, which  is  too  often  the  confequence  of  this 
difeafe. 

The  patient  mud,  as  far  as  poflible,  be  foothed 
and  humoured  in  every  thing.  Contradiction  will 
ruffle  his  mind,  and  increaie  his  malady.  Even 
when  he  calls  for  things  which  are  not  to  be  ob- 
tained, or  which  might  prove  hurtful,  he  is  not  to 
be  pofitively  denied  them,  but  rather  put  off  with 
the  promife  of  having  them  as  loon  as  they  can  be 
obtained,  or  by  fome  other  excufe.  A little  of 
any  thing  that  the  mind  is  let  upon,  though  not 
quite  proper,  will  hurt  the  patient  lefs  than  a po- 
fitive  refufal.  In  a word,  whatever  he  was  fond  of, 
or  ufed  to  be  delighted  with  when  in  health,  may 
here  be  tried;  as  pleafing  ftories,  foft  mufic,  or 
whatever  has  a tendency  to  footh  the  pafflons  and 
compofe  the  mind.  Boerhaave  propofes  feveral 
mechanical  experiments  for  this  purpofe;  as  the 
foft  noife  of  water  diftilling  by  drops  into  a bafon, 
and  the  patient  trying  to  reckon  them,  &c.  Any 
uniform  found,  if  low  and  continued,  has  a tend- 
ency 
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cncy  to  procure  deep,  and  confequently  may  be  of 
fervice. 

The  aliment  ought  to  be  light,  confiding  chiefly 
of  farinaceous  fubftances;  as  panado,  and  water- 
gruel  fharpened  with  jelly  of  currants,  or  juice  of 
lemons,  ripe  fruits  roafled  or  boiled,  jellies,  pre- 
ferves,  &c.  The  drink  fmall,  diluting,  and  cool- 
ing; as  whey,  barley-water,  or  decodlions  of  bar- 
ley and  tamarinds,  which  latter  not  only  render  the 
liquor  more  palatable,  but  likewife  more  beneficial, 
.as  they  are  of  an  opening  nature. 

MEDICINE. In  an  inflammation  of  the 

brain,  nothing  more  certainly  relieves  the  patient 
than  a free  difcharge  of  blood  from  the  nofe. 
When  this  comes  of  its  own  accord,  it  is  by  no 
means  to  be  flopped,  but  rather  promoted,  by  ap- 
plying cloths  dipped  in  warm  water  to  the  part. 
When  bleeding  at  the  nofe  does  not  happen  fponta- 
neoufly,  it  may  be  provoked,  by  putting  a draw, 
or  any  other  fharp  body,  up  the  noflril. 

Bleeding  in  the  temporal  arteries  greatly  relieves 
the  head  : but  as  this  operation  cannot  always  be 
performed,  we  would  recommend  in  its  fte-ad  bleed- 
ing in  the  jugular  veins.  When  the  patient’s  pulfe 
and  ipirits  are  fo  low,  that  he  cannot  bear  bleeding 
with  the  lancet,  leeches  may  be  applied  to  the  tem- 
ples. Thefe  not  only  draw  off  the  blood  more 
gradually,  but  by  being  applied  nearer  to  the  part 
affedted,  generally  give  more  immediate  relief. 

A difcharge  of  blood  from  the  hsemorrhoidal 
veins  is  likewife  of  great  fervice,  and  ought  by  all 
means  to  be  promoted.  If  the  patient  has  been 
fubjeft  to  the  bleeding  piles,  and  that  difcharge 
has  been  dopped,  every  method  mud  be  tried  to 
reftore  it;  as  the  application  of  leeches  to  the  parts, 
fitting  over  the  fleams  of  warm  water,  fharp  cly- 
flers,  or  fuppofitories  made  of  honey,  aloes,  and 
rock- fait. 

S If 
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If  the  inflammation  of  the  brain  be  occafioned 
by  the  iloppage  of  evacuations  either  natural  or  ar- 
tificial, as  the  menfes,  iflues,  fetons,  or  fuch  like, 
all  means  muft  be  ufed  to  reftore  them  as  foon  as 
poflible,  or  to  fubftitute  others  in  their  Head. 

The  patient’s  body  muft  be  kept  open  by  ftimu- 
lating  clyfters  or  fmart  purges;  and  fmall  quanti- 
ties of  nitre  ought  frequently  to  be  mixed  with  his 
drink.  Two  or  three  drachms,  or  more,  if  the 
cafe  be  dangerous,  may  be  ufed  in  the  fpace  of 
twenty-four  hours. 

The  head  ftiould  be  fhaved  and  frequently  rub- 
bed with  vinegar  and  rofe-water.  Cloths  dipped  in 
this  mixture  may  like  wife  be  applied  to  the  temples. 
The  feet  ought  frequently  to  be  bathed  in  luke- 
warm water,  and  foft  poultices  of  bread  and  milk 
may  be  kept  conftantly  applied  to  them. 

If  the  difeafe  proves  obftinate,  and  does  not  yield 
to  thefe  medicines,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  apply  a 
bliftering-plafter  to  the  whole  head. 


CHAP.  XXVII. 

OF  THE  OPHTHALMIA,  or  INFLAM- 
MATION OF  THE  EYES. 

HpH  I S difeafe  may  be  occasioned  by  external 
injuries;  as  blows,  burns,  bruifes,  and  the 
like.  It  may.likewife  proceed  from  duft,  quick-  '• 
lime,  or  other  fubftances,  getting  into  the  eyes.  It 
is  often  caufed  by  the  ftoppage  of  cuftomary  eva- 
cuations; as  the  healing  of  old  fores,  drying  up  of 
iflues,  the  fupprefiing  of  gentle  morning  fweats,  or 
of  the  fweating  of  the  feet,  &c.  Long  expofure 
to  the  night  air,  efpecially  in  cold  northerly  winds, 

or 
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br  whatever  fuddenly  checks  the  perforation*  efpe- 
cially after  the  body  has  been  much  heated,  is  very 
apt  to  caufe  an  inflammation  of  the  eyes.  View- 
ing fnow  or  other  white  bodies  for  a long  time,  or 
looking  ftedfaftly  at  the  fun,  a clear  fire,  or  any 
bright  objedt,  will  likewife  occafion  this  malady, 
A fudden  tranfition  from  darknefs  to  very  bright 
light  will  often  have  the  fame  effedt. 

Nothing  more  certainly  occafions  an  inflamma- 
tion of  the  eyes  than  night- watching,  efpecially 
reading  or  writing  by  candle-light.  Drinking  fpi- 
rituous  liquors,  and  excefs  of  venery,  are  likewife 
very  hurtful  to  the  eyes.  The  acrid  fumes  of  me- 
tals, and  of  feveral  kinds  of  fuel,  are  alfo  perni- 
cious. Sometimes  an  inflammation  of  the  eyes 
proceeds  from  a venereal  taint,  and  often  from  a 
fcrophulous  or  gouty  habit.  It  may  likewife  be  oc- 
Cafioned  by  hairs  in  the  eye-lids  turning  inwards, 
and  hurting  the  eyes.  Sometimes  the  difeafe  is 
epidemic*  efpecially  after  wet  feafons  ; and  I have 
frequently  known  it  prove  infedtious,  particularly 
to  thofe  who  lived  in  the  fame  houfe  with  the  pa- 
tient. It  may  be  occafioned  by  moifl  air*  or  living 
in  low  damp  houfes,  efpecially  in  perfons  who  are 
not  accuftomed  to  fuch  fituations.  In  children  it 
often  proceeds  from  imprudently  drying  up  offcab- 
bed  heads,  a running  behind  the  ears,  or  any  other 
difcharge  of  that  kind.  Inflammations  of  the  eyes 
often  fucceed  the  fmail-pox  or  meafles,  efpecially 
in  children  of  a fcrophulous  habit. 

SYMPTOMS. -An  inflammation  of  the  eyes 

is  attended  with  acute  pain,  heat,  rednefs,  and 
fwelling.  The  patient  is  not  able  to  bear  thelighr, 
and  fometimes  he  feels  a pricking  pain,  as  if  his 
eyes  were  pierced  with  a thorn.  Sometimes  he 
imagines  his  eyes  are  full  of  motes,  or  thinks  he 
fees  flies  dancing  before  him.  The  eyes  are  filled 
with  a fcalding  rheum,  which  rufhes  forth  in  great 
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quantities,  whenever  the  patient  attempts  to  look 
up.  The  pulfe  is  generally  quick  and  hard,  with 
lome  degree  of  fever.  When  the  difeafe  is  violent, 
the  neighbouring  parts  fwell,  and  there  is  a throb- 
bing or  pulfation  in  the  temporal  arteries,  &c. 

A (light  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  efpecially 
from  an  external  caufe,  is  eafily  cured}  but  when 
the  difeafe  is  violent,  and  continues  long,  it  often 
leaves  fpecks  upon  the  eyes,  or  dimnefs  of  fight, 
and  fometimes  total  blindnefs. 

If  the  patient  be  feized  with  a loofenefs,  it  has 
a good  effect } and  when  the  imflammation  pafleS 
from  one  eye  to  another,  as  it  were  by  infection,  it 
is  no  unfavourable  fymptom.  But  when  the  dif- 
eafe is  accompanied  with  a violent  pain  of  the 
head,  and  continues  long,  the  patient  is  in  danger 
of  lofing  his  fight. 

REGIMEN. —The  diet,  unlefs  in  fcrophulous 
cafes,  can  hardly  be  too  fpare,  efpecially  at  the  be- 
ginning. The  patient  mud  abdain  from  every 
thing  of  a heating  nature.  His  food  fhould  con- 
fid  chiefly  of  mild  vegetables,  weak  broths,  and 
gruels.  His  drink  may  be  barley-water,  balm- 
tea,  common  whey,  and  fuch  like. 

The  patient’s  chamber  mud  be  darkened,  or  his 
eyes  (haded  by  a cover,  fo  as  to  exclude  the  light, 
but  not  to  prefs  upon  the  eyes.  He  fliould  not 
look  at  a candle,  the  Are,  or  any  luminous  objed  5 
and  ought  to  avoid  all  fmoke,  as  the  fumes  of  to- 
bacco, or  any  thing  that  may  caufe  coughing, 
fneezing,  or  vomiting,  He  fhould  be  kept  quiet, 
avoiding  all  violent  efforts,  either  of  body  or  mind, 
and  encouraging  deep  as  much  as  poflible. 

MEDICINE.- This  is  one  of  thofe  difeafes 

wherein  great. hurt  is  often  done  by  exrernal  appli- 
cations. Aimed  every  perfon  pretends  to  be  "pof- 
fefl'ed  of  a remedy  for  the  cure  of  fore  eyes.  Thefe 
remedies  generally  confifl  of  eye-waters  and  oint- 
ments. 
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ments,  with  other  external  applications,  which  do 
mifchief  twenty  times  for  once  they  do  good.  Peo- 
ple ought  therefore  to  be  very  cautious  how  they 
ufe  fuch  things,  as  even  the  preffure  upon  the  eyes 
often  increafes  the  malady. 

Bleeding,  in  a violent  inflammation  of  the  eyes, 
is  always  neceflfary.  This  fhould  be  performed  as 
near  the  part  affedled  as  poflible.  An  adult  may 
lofe  ten  or  twelve  ounces  of  blood  from  thejugular 
vein,  and  the  operation  may  be  repeated  according 
to  tho  urgency  of  the  fymptoms.  If  it  fhould  not 
be  convenient  to  bleed  in  the  neck,  the  fame  quan- 
tity may  be  let  from  the  arm,  or  any  other  part  of 
the  body. 

Leeches  are  often  applied  to  the  temples,  or  un- 
der the  eyes,  with  good  effect.  The  wounds  mufl 
be  buffered  to  bleed  for  feme  hours,  and  if  the 
bleeding  flop  foon,  it  may  be  promoted  by  the  ap- 
plication of  cloths  dipt  in  warm  water.  In  obfli- 
nate  cafes,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  repeat  this  ope- 
ration feveral  times. 

Opening  and  diluting  medicines  are  by  no  means 
to  be  negledted.  The  patient  may  take  a fmall 
dofe  of  Glauber’s  falts,  and  cream  of  tartar,  every 
fecond  or  third  day,  or  a decodtion  of  tamarinds 
with  fenna.  If  thefe  be  not  agreeable,  gentle 
dofes  of  rhubarb  and  nitre,  a little  of  the  lenitive 
eledluary,  or  any  other  mild  purgative,  will  anfwer 
the  fame  end.  The  patient  at  the  fame  time  mull 
drink  freely  of  water-gruel,  tea,  whey,  or  any 
other  weak  diluting  liquor.  He  ought  likewife 
to  take,  at  bed-time,  a large  draught  of  very 
weak  wine-whey,  in  order  to  promote  perfpiration. 
His  feet  and  legs  muft  frequently  be  bathed  in 
lukewarm  water,  and  his  head  fha^ved  twice  or 
thrice  a-week3  and  afterwards  wafhed  in  cold  water. 
This  has  often  a remarkably  good  effedt, 
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If  the  inflammation  does  not  yield  to  thefe  eva- 
cuations, bliftering-plafters  muft  be  applied  to  the 
temples,  behind  the  ears,  or  upon  the  neck,  and 
kept  open  for  fome  time  by  the  mild  bliftering- 
cintment.  I have  feldom  known  thefe,  if  long 
enough  kept  open,  fail  to  remove  the  mod  obfti- 
nate  inflammation  of  the  eyes;  but  for  *his  pur- 
pofe  it  is  often  neceffary  to  continue  the  difcharge 
for  feveral  weeks. 

When  the  difeafe  has  been  of  long  {landing,  I 
have  feen  very  extraordinary  eflfefts  from  a feton  in 
the  neck,  or  between  the  fhoulders,  efpecially  the 
latter.  It  fhould  be  put  upwards  and  downwards, 
or  in  the  direction  of  the  fpine,  and  in  the  middle 
between  the  fhoulder  blades.  It  may  be  drefled 
twice  a»day  with  yellow  bafilicon.  I have  known 
patients,  who  had  been  blind  for  a confiderable 
time,  recover  fight  by  means  of  a feton  placed  as 
above.  When  the  feton  is  put  acrofs  the  neck, 
it  foon  wears  out,  and  is  both  more  painful  and 
troublefome  than  between  the  fhoulders;  befides, 
it  leaves  a difagreeable  mark,  and  does  not  difcharge 

10  freely. 

When  the  heat  and  pain  of  the  eyes  are  very  great, 
a poultice  of  bread  and  milk,  foftened  with  fweet 

011  or  frefti- butter,  may  be  applied  to  them,  at  lead 
all  night;  and  they  may  be  bathed  with  lukewarm 
milk  and  water  in  the  morning. 

If  the  patient  cannot  fleep,  which  is  fometimes 
the  cafe,  he  may  take  twenty  or  thirty  drops  of 
laudanum,  or  two  lpoonfuls  of  the  fyrup  of  pop- 
pies, over  night,  more  or  lefs  according  to  his  age, 
or  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms. 

After  the  inflammation  is  gone  off,  if  the  eyes 
Hill  remain  weak  and  tender,  they  may  be  bathed 
every  night  and  morning  with  cold  water  and  a 
little  brandy,  fix  parts  of  the  former  to  one  of  the 

lattero 
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latter.  A method  fliould  be  contrived  by  which 
the  eye  can  be  quite  immerfed  in  the  brandy  and 
water,  where  it  fhould  be  kept  for  fome  time.  I 
have  generally  found  this,  or  cold  water  and  vine- 
gar, as  good  a flrengthener  of  the  eyes  as  any  of 
the  mod  celebrated  collyriums. 

When  an  inflammation  of  the  eyes  proceeds  from 
a fcrophulous  habit,  it  generally  proves  very  obdi- 
nate.  In  this  cafe  the  patient's  diet  mud  not  be  too 
low,  and  he  may  be  allowed  to  drink  fmall  negus, 
or  now  and  then  a glafs  of  wine.  The  molt  proper 
medicine  is  the  Peruvian  bark,  which  may  either 
be  given  in  fubftance,  or  prepared  in  the  following 
manner ; 

Take  an  ounce  of  the  bark  in  powder,  with  two 
drachms  of  Winter's  bark,  and  boil  them  in  an 
Englifli  quart  of  water  to  a pint ; when  it  has 
boiled  nearly  long  enough,  add  half  an  ounce  of 
liquorice-root  fliced.  Let  the  liquor  be  drained. 
Two,  three,  or  four  table-fpoonfuls,  according  to 
the  age  of  the  patient,  may  be  taken  three  or  four 
times  a- day.  It  is  impoflible  to  fay  how  long  this 
medicine  fliould  be  continued,  as  the  cure  is  fooner 
performed  in  fome  than  in  others;  but  in  general  it 
requires  a considerable  time  to  produce  anv  lading 
effeds. 

Dr.  Cheyne  fays,  f That  TEthiops  mineral  never 
fails  in  obdinate  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  even 
fcrophulous  ones,  if  given  in  a fufficient  dofe,  and 
duly  perfided  in.'  There  is  no  doubt  but  this  and 
other  preparations  of  mercury  may  be  of  Angular 
lervice  in  ophthalmias  of  long  "continuance,  but 
they  ought  always  to  be  adminidered  with  the 
greated  caution,  or  by  perfons  of  lk.il  1 in  phy- 
fic. 

It  will  be  proper  frequently  to  look  into  the  eyes, 
to  fee  if  any  hairs  be  turned  inwards,  or  prefling 
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upon  them*.  Thefe  ought  to  be  removed  by 
plucking  them  out  with  a pair  of  fmall  pincers. 

Thofe  who  are  liable  to  frequent  returns  of  this 
difeafe,  ought  conftantly  to  have  an  iflfue  in  one  or 
both  arms.  Bleeding  or  purging  in  the  fpring  and 
autumn,  will  be  very  beneficial  to  fuch  perfons. 
They  ought  likewife  to  live  with  the  greateft  regu- 
larity, avoiding  ftrong  liquor,  and  every  thing  of  a 
heating  quality.  Above  all,  let  them  avoid  the 
night-air  and  late  ftudies  j*. 


C H A P.  XXVIII. 

OF  THE  QJJINSEY,  or  INFLAMMA- 
TION OF  THE  THROAT. 

*T~HIS  difeafe  is  very  common  in  Britain,  and 
is  frequently  attended  with  great  danger.  It 
prevails  in  the  winter  and  fpring,  and  is  moft  fatal 
to  young  people  of  a fanguine  temperament. 

CAUSES. -In  general  it  proceeds  from  the 

fame  caufes  as  other  inflammatory  diforders,  viz.  an 
obftrufted  perforation,  or  whatever  heats  or  inflames 
the  blood.  An  inflammation  of  the  throat  is  often 
occafioned  by  omitting  fotne  part  of  the  covering 
nfually  worn  about  the  neck,  by  drinking  cold  li- 
quor when  the  body  is  warm,  by  riding  or  walking 
againfl:  a cold  northerly  wind,  or  any  thing  that 

* Any  foreign  body  lodged  in  the  eye  may  be  expeditioufly 
removed  by  pafiing  a fmall  hair  pencil  between  the  eye-lid  and 
the  bail  of  the  eye.  In  fome  places,  the  peafants  do  this  very 
efFedualiy,  by  uhng  their  tongue  in  die  fame  manner. 

f As  moft  people  ap  fond  of  ufing  eye^waters  and  ointments 
in  this  and  other  aifeafes  of  the  eyes,  we  have  inferted  lome 
of  the  moft  approved  forms  of  thefe  medicines  in  the  Appendix. 
See  Appendix,  Eye-  water  and  Eje-Jafoje* 
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greatly  cools  the  throat,  and  parts  adjacent.  It 
may  likewife  proceed  from  the  negleCt  of  bleeding, 
purging,  or  any  cuftomary  evacuation. 

Singing,  fpeaking  loud  and  long,  or  whatever 
(trains  the  throat,  may  likewife  caufe  an  inflamma- 
tion of  that  organ.  I have  often  known  thequinfey 
prove  fatal  to  jovial  cpmpanions,  who,  after  fitting 
long  in  a warm  room,  drinking  hot  liquors,  and 
Tinging  with  vehemence,  were  fo  imprudent  as  to 
go  abroad  in  the  cold  night-air.  Sitting  with  wet 
feet,  or  keeping  on  wet  clothes,  are  very  apt  to 
occafion  this  malady.  It  is  likewife  frequently 
occafioned  by  continuing  long  in  a moifl  place, 
fitting  near  an  open  window,  ffeeping  in  a damp 
bed,  fitting  in  a room  that  has  been  newly  plaftered, 
&c.  I know  people  who  never  fail  to  have  a fore 
throat  if  they  lit  even  but  a fhort  time  in  a room 
that  has  been  lately  wafhed. 

Acrid  or  irritating  food  may  likewife  inflame  the 
throat,  and  occafion  a quinfey.  It  may  alfo  pro- 
ceed from  bones,  pins,  or  other  fharp  fubffances 
flicking  in  the  throat,  or  from  the  cauftic  fumes  of 
metals  or  minerals,  as  arfenic,  antimony,  &c.  taken 
in  by  the  breath.  This  difeale  is  fometimes  epide- 
mic and  infectious. 

SYMPTOMS. — — The  inflammation  of  the 
throat  is  evident  frominfpeCtion,  the  parts  appearing 
red  and  fwelled  ; befides,  the  patient  complains  of 
pain  in  fwallowing.  His  pulle  is  quick  and  hard, 
with  other  fymptoms  of  a fever.  If  blood  be"  let,  it 
is  generally  covered  with  a tough  coat  of  a whitifli 
colour,  and  the  patient  fpits  a tough  phlegm.  As 
the  fwelling  and  inflammation  increafe,  the  breath- 
ing and  fwallowing  become  more  difficult ; the  pain 
affects  the  ears ; the  eyes  generally  appear  red;  and 
the  face  fwells.  The  patient  is  often  obliged  to  keep 
himfelf  in  an  ere£t  pofture,  being  in  danger  of  fuffb- 
cation;  there  is  a conftant  naulea,  or  inclination  to 
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vomit,  and  the  drink,  indead  of  palling  into  the 
ftomach,  is  often  returned  by  the  nofe.  The  patient, 
is  fometimes  darved  at  lad,  merely  from  an  inability 
to  fwallow  any  kind  of  food. 

When  the  breathing  is  laborious  with  draitnefs  of 
the  bread,  and  anxiety,  the  danger  is  great.  Though 
the  pain  in  fwallowing  be  very  great,  yet  while  the 
patient  breathes  eafv,  there  is  not  fo  much  danger. 
An  external  fwelling  is  no  unfavourable  fymptom  $ 
but  if  it  fuddenly  falls,  and  the  difeafe  affects  the 
bread,  the  danger  is  very  great.  When  a quinfey 
is  the  confequence  of  fome  other  difeafe,  which  has 
already  weakened  the  patient,  his  fituation  is  dan- 
gerous. A frothing  at  the  mouth,  with  a fwelled 
tongue,  a pale,  ghadly. countenance,  and  coldnefs 
of  the  extremities,  are  fatal  fymptoms. 

REGIMEN.— — The  regimen  in  this  difeafe  is 
in  all  refpedts  the  fame  as  in  the  pleurify,  or  peri- 
pneumony.  The  food  mud  be  light,  and  in  fmall 
quantity,  and  the  drink  plentiful,  weak,  and  dilut- 
ing, mixed  with  acids. 

It  is  highly  neceffary  that  the  patient  be  kept  eafy 
and  quiet.  Violent  affedlions  of  the  mind,  or  great 
efforts  of  the  body,  may  prove  fatal.  Tie  Ihould 
not  even  attempt  to  fpeak  but  in  a low  voice.  Such 
a degree  of  warmth  as  to  promote  a condant, 
gentle  fweat,  is  proper.  When  the  patient  is  in 
bed,  his  head  ought  to  be  raifed  a little  higher  than 
ufual. 

It  is  peculiarly  neceffary  that  the  neck  be  kept 
warm  ; for  which  purpofe  ieveral  folds  of  loft  flannel 
may  be  wrapt  round  it.  That  alone  will  often 
remove  a flight  complaint  of  the  throat,  efpecialiy 
if  applied  in  due  time.  We  cannot  here  omit  ob- 
serving the  propriety  of  a cuflom  which  prevails 
among  the  peafants  of  Scotland.  When  they  feel 
any  uneafmefs  of  the  throat,  they  wrap  a docking 
about  it  all  night.  So  efft&ual  is  this  remedy,  that  in 

many 


i 


INFLAMMATION  of  the  THROAT.  267 

r^iany  places  it  pafles  for  a char m,  and  the  flocking 
is  applied  with  particular  ceremonies:  the  cuflom, 
however,  is  undoubtedly  a good  one,  and  fhould 
never  be  negle&ed.  When  the  throat  has  been 
thus  wrapped  up  all  night,  it  muft  not  be  expofed  to 
the  cold  air  through  the  day,  but  a handkerchief  or 
a piece  of  flannel  kept  about  it  till  the  inflammation 
be  removed. 

The  jelly  of  black  currants  is  a medicine  very 
much  in ‘efteem  for  complaints  of  the  throat;  and 
indeed  it  is  of  fome  ufe.  It  fhould  be  almofl  con- 
ftantly  kept  in  the  mouth,  and  fw  all  owed  down 
leifurely.  It  may  likewife  be  mixed  in  the  patient’s 
drink,  or  taken  any  other  way.  When  it  cannot 
be  obtained,  the  jelly  of  red  currants,  or  of  mul- 
berries, may  be  ufed  in  its  flead. 

Gargles  for  the  throat  are  very  beneficial.  They 
may  be  made  of  fage-tea,  with  a little  vinegar  and 
honey,  or  by  adding  to  half  an  Englifh  pint  of  the 
pectoral  deco£tion  two  or  three  fpoonfuls  of  honey, 
and  the  fame  quantity  of  currant-jelly.  This  may 
be  ufed  three  or  four  times  a-day ; and  if  the  patient 
be  troubled  with  tough  vifcid  phlegm,  the  gargle 
may  be  rendered  more  fharp  and  cleanfing,  by 
adding  to  it  a tea-fpoonful  of  the  fpirit  of  Jal 
ammoniac.  Some  recommend  gargles  made  of  a 
decodion  of  the  leaves  or  bark  of  the  black  cur- 
rant-bufh ; but  where  the  jelly  can  be  had,  thefe 
are  unneceffary. 

There  is  no  difeafe  wherein  the  benefit  of  bathing 
the  feet  and  legs  in  lukewarm  water  is  more  appa- 
rent : that  practice  ought  therefore  never  to  be 
negleded.  If  people  were  careful  to  keep  warm,  to 
wrap  uptheir  throats  with  flannel,  to  bathe  their  feet 
and  legs  in  warm  water,  and  to  ufe  a fpare  diet, 
with  diluting  liquors,  at  the  beginning  of  this  dif- 
eafe, it  would  feldom  proceed  to  a great  height,  or 
be  attended  with  any  danger;  but  when  thefe  pre- 
cautions 
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cautions  are  neglefled,  and  the  difeafe  becomes 
violent,  more  powerful  medicines  are  neceffary. 

MEDICINE. An  inflammation  of  the  throat 

being  a mcft  acute  and  dangerous  diftemper,  which 
fometimes  takes  off  the  patient  very  fuddenly,  it 
'will  be  proper,  as  foon  as  the  fymptoms  appear, 
to  bleed  in  the  arm,  or  rather  in  the  jugular  vein, 
and  to  repeat  the  operation  if  circumfiances  re- 
quire. 

The  body  fhould  likewife  be  kept  gently  open. 
This  may  either  be  done  by  giving  the  patient  for 
his  ordinary  drink  a deco&ion  of  figs  and  tamarinds, 
or  fmall  dofes  of  rhubarb  and  nitre,  as  recommended 
in  the  eryfipelas.  Thefe  may  be  increafed  according 
to  the  age  of  the  patient,  and  repeated  till  they 
have  the  defired  effeft. 

I have  often  known  very  good  effects  from  a bit 
of  Jal  frur.el , or  purified  nitre,  held  in  the  mouth, 
and  fwallowed  down  as  it  melted.  This  promotes 
the  difcharge  of  faliva , by  which  means  it  anfwers 
the  end  of  a gargle,  while  at  the  fame  time  it 
abates  the  fever,  by  promoting  the  difcharge  of 
urine,  &c. 

The  throat  ought  likewife  to  be  rubbed  twice  or 
thrice  a day  with  a little  of  the  volatile  liniment. 
This  feldom  fails  to  produce  fome  good  effc&s. 
At  the  fame  time  the  neck  ought  to  be  carefully 
covered  with  wool  or  flannel,  to  prevent  the  cold 
from  penetrating  the  fkin,  as  this  application  ren- 
ders it  very  tender.  Many  other  external  applica- 
tions are  recommended  in  this  difeafe,  as  a fwallow’s 
neff,  poultices  made  of  the  fungus  called  Jew’s  ears, 
album  Giscum,  &c.  But  we  do  not  look  upon 
any  of  thefe  to  be  preferable  to  a common  poultice 
of  bread  and  milk,  we  fhall  take  no  farther  notice 
of  them. 

Some  recommend  the  gum-guaicum  as  a fpecific 
in  this  difeafe.  Half  a drachm  of  the  gum  in  powder 

may 
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may  be  made  into  an  eledtuary  with  the  rob  of  elder- 
berries, or  the  jelly  of  currants  for  a dofe,  and 
repeated  occallonally  *. 

Bliftering  upon  the  neck  or  behind  the  ears  in 
violent  inflammations  of  the  throat  is  very  benefi- 
cial ; and  in  bad  cafes  it  will  be  necefiary  to  lay 
a bliflering-plafter  quite  acrofs  the  throat,  fo  as  to 
reach  from  ear  to  ear.  After  the  plafters  are  taken 
off,  the  parts  ought  to  be  kept  running  by  the  ap- 
plication of  iflfue  ointment,  till  the  inflammation  is 
gone;  otherwile,  upon  their  drying  up,  the  patient 
will  be  in  danger  of  a relapfe. 

When  the  patient  has  been  treated  as  above,  a 
fuppuration  feldom  happens.  This  however  is 
fometimes  the  cafe,  in  fpite  of  all  endeavours  to 
prevent  it.  When  the  inflammation  and  fwelling 
continue,  and  it  is  evident  that  a fuppuration  will 
enfue,  it  ought  to  be  promoted  by  drawing  the  fleam 
of  warm  water  into  the  throat  through  a tunnel,  or 
the  like.  Soft  poultices  ought  likewife  to  be  ap- 
plied outwardly,  and  the  patient  may  keep  aroafled 
fig  conflantly  in  his  mouth. 

It  fometimes  happens,  before  the  tumour  breaks, 
that  the  fwelling  is  fo  great,  as  entirely  to  prevent 
any  thing  from  getting  down  into  the  ftomach,  In 
this  cafe  the  patient  mufl  inevitably  perifh,  unlefs 
he  can  be  fupported  in  fome  other  way.  This  can 
only  be  done  by  nourifhing  clyflers  of  broth,  or 
gruel  with  milk,  &c.  Patients  have  often  been 
fupported  by  thefe  for  feveral  days,  till  the  tumour 
has  broke;  and  afterwards  they  have  recovered. 

Not  only  the  fwallowing,  but  the  breathing,  is 
often  prevented  by  the  tumour.  In  this  cafe  no- 
thing can  fave  the  patient’s  life,  but  opening  the 
treachea  or  wind-pipe.  As  that  has  been  often  done 
with  fuccefs,  no  perfon,  in  fuch  defperate  circum- 
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fiances,  ought  to  hefitate  a moment  about  the  ope- 
ration ; but  as  it  can  only  be  performed  by  a fur- 
geon,  it  is  not  neceflfary  here  to  give  any  dire£tion$ 
about  it. 

When  a difficulty  of  {wallowing  is  not  attended 
■with  an  acute  pain  or  inflammation,  it  is  generally 
owing  to  an  obflrudion  of  the  glands  about  the 
throat,  and  only  requires  that  the  part  be  kept 
warm,  and  the  throat  frequently  gargled  with  fome- 
thing  that  may  gently  Simulate  the  glands,  as  a 
decodlion  of  figs  with  vinegar  and  honey ; to  which 
may  be  added  a little  muftard,  or  a fimall  quantity 
of  fpirits.  But  this  gargle  is  never  to  be  ufed  where 
there  are  figns  of  an  inflammation.  This  fpecies 
of  angina  has  various  names  among  the  common 
people,  as  the  pap  of  the  throat , the  falling  down 
of  the  almonds  of  the  ears>  See.  Accordingly,  to  re- 
move it,  they  lift  the  patient  up  by  the  hair  of  thd 
head,  and  thrufl  their  fingers  under  his  jaws,  &c. 
all  which  pradtices  are  at  bed  ufelefs,  and  often 
hurtful. 

Thofe  who  are  fubjedl  to  inflammations  of  the 
throat,  in  order  to  avoid  that  difeafe,  ought  to  live 
temperate.  Such  as  do  not  chufe  to  obferve  this 
rule,  mud  have  frequent  recourfe  to  purging  and 
other  evacuations,  to  difeharge  the  fuperfluous  hu- 
mours. They  ought  likewife  to  beware  of  catching 
cold,  and  fhould  abflain  from  aliment  and  medi- 
cines of  an  aftringent  or  ftimulating  nature. 

Violent  exercife,  by  increafmg  the  motion  and 
force  of  the  blood,  is  apt  to  occaflon  an  inflamma- 
tion of  the  throar,  elpecially  if  cold  liquor  be 
drank  immediately  after  it,  or  the  body  differed 
fuddenly  to  cool.  Thofe  who  would  avoid  this 
difeafe  ought  therefore,  after  fpeaking  aloud,  fing- 
ing,  running,  drinking  warm  liquor,  or  doing  any 
thing  that  may  drain  the  throat,  or  increale  the  cir- 
culation of  the  blood  towards  it,  to  take  care  to 

cool 
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cool  gradually,  and  to  wrap  fome  additional  co- 
vering about  their  necks. 

I have  often  known  perfons  who  had  been  fub- 
je£t  to  fore  throats,  entirely  freed  from  that  com- 
plaint by  only  wearing  a riband,  or  a bit  of  flannel, 
conftantly  about  their  necks,  or  by  wearing  thicker 
Ihoes,  a flannel  waiftcoat,  or  the  like.  Thefe  may 
feem  trifling,  but  they  have  great  efFedh  Therein 
danger  indeed  in  leaving  them  off  after  perfons 
have  been  accuftomed  to  them;  but  furely  the  in- 
conveniency  of  uflng  fuch  things  for  life,  is  not  to 
be  compared  with  the  danger  which  may  attend 
the  negledt  of  them. 

Sometimes,  after  an  inflammation,  the  glands  of 
the  throat  continue  fwelled,  and  become  hard  and 
callous.  This  complaint  is  not  eafily  removed, 
and  is  often  rendered  dangerous  by  the  too  fre- 
quent application  of  ftrong  ftimulating  and  ftyptie 
medicines.  The  beft  method  is  to  keep  it  warm, 
and  to  gargle  it  twice  a-day  with  a deco&ion  of 
figs  fliarpened  a little  with  the  elixir  or  fpirit  of 
vitriol. 

OF  THE  MALIGNANT  QJLJINSEY, 
or  PUTRID,  ULCEROUS  SORE 
THROAT. 

This  kind  of  quinfey  is  but  little  known  in  the 
northern  parts  of  Britain,  though,  for  fome  time 
paft,  it  has  been  fatal  in  the  more  fouthern  coun- 
ties. Children  are  more  liable  to  it  than  adults, 
females  than  males,  and  the  delicate  than  thofe  who 
are  hardy  and  robuft.  It  prevails  chiefly  in  autumn, 
and  is  mod  frequent  after  a long  courfe  of  damp  or 
fultry  weather. 

CAUSES. This  is  evidently  - a contagious 

diftempeV,  and  is  generally  communicated  by  infec- 
tion. Whole  families,  and  even  entire  villages, 
10  often 
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often  receive  the  infection  from  one  perfon.  This 
ought  to  put  people  upon  their  guard  againft  going 
near  fuch  patients  as  labour  under  the  diforder  \ as 
by  that  means  they  endanger  not  only  their  own 
lives,  but  like  wife  thofeof  their  friends  and  Con- 
nexions. Whatever  tends  to  produce  putrid  or 
malignant  fevers,  may  likewife  occafion  the  putrid 
ulcerous  fore  throat,  as  unwholeforne  air,  damaged 
provifions,  negletd  of  cleanlinefs,  &c. 

SYMPTOMS.' It  begins  with  alternate  fits 

of  fhivering  and  heat.  The  puife  is  quick,  but 
low  and  unequal,  and  generally  continues  fo  through 
the  whole  ccurfe  of  the  difeafe.  The  patient  com- 
plains greatly  of  weaknefs  and  opprefiion  of  the 
bread ; his  fpirits  are  low,  and  he  is  apt  to  faint 
away  when  fet  upright;  he  is  troubled  with  a nau- 
fea,  and  often  with  a vomiting  or  purging.  The 
two  latter  are  mod  common  in  children.  The  eyes 
appear  red  and  watery,  and  the  face  fwells.  The 
urine  is  at  fird  pale  and  crude  ; but,  as  the  difeafe 
advances,  it  turns  more  of  a yellowifh  colour.  The 
tongue  is  white,  and  generally  moid,  which  didin- 
gu idles  this  from  an  inflammatory  difeafe.  Upon 
looking  into  the  throat  it  appears  fwelled,  and  of 
a florid  red  colour.  Pale  or  afh-coloured  fpots, 
however,  are  here  and  there  interfperfed,  and  fome- 
times  one  broad  patch  or  fpot,  of  an  irregular 
figure,  and  pale  white  colour,  furrounded  with  florid 
red,  only  appears.  Thefe  whirifh  fpots  or  (loughs 
cover  fo  many  ulcers. 

An  effiorefcence,  or  eruption  upon  the  neck, 
arms,  bread,  and  fingers,  about  the  fecond  or  third 
day,  is  a common  fymptom  of  this  difeafe.  When 
it  appears,  the  purging  and  vomiting  generally 
ceafe. 

There  is  often  a flight  degree  of  delirium,  and 
the  face  frequently  appears-  bloated,  and  the  in  fide 
of  the  noftriis  red  and  inflamed.  The  patient  com- 
9 plains 
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plains  of  a difagreeable  putrid  frnell,  and  his  breath 
is  very  offienfive. 

The  putrid,  ulcerous  fore  throat  may  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  the  inflammatory  by  the  vomiting  and 
loofenefs  with  which  it  is  generally  uihered  in  j the 
foul  ulcers  in  the  throat  covered  with  a white  or  li- 
vid coat;  and  by  the  exceflive  weaknefs  of  the 
patient;  with  other  fymptoms  of  a putrid  fever. 

Unfavourable  fymptoms  are,  an  obftinate  purg- 
ing, extreme  weaknefs,  dimnefs  of  the  fight,  a livid 
or  black  colour  of  the  fpots,  and  frequent  fhiver- 
ings,  with  a weak,  fluttering  pulfe.  If  the  erup- 
tion upon  the  fkin  fuddenly  difappears,  or  becomes 
of  a livid  colour,  with  a difcharge  of  blood  from 
the  nofe  or  mouth,  the  danger  is  very  great.. 

If  a gentle  fweat  break  out  about  the  third  or 
fourth  day,  and  continue  with  a flow,  firm,  and 
equal  pulfe;  if  the  (loughs  call:  off  in  a kindly 
manner,  and  appear  clean  and  florid  at  the  bot- 
tom; and  if  the  breathing  is  foft  and  free,  with  a 
lively  colour  of  the  eyes,  there  is  reafon  to  hope  for 
a falutary  crifis. 

REGIMEN.- The  patient  muft  be  kept  quiet, 

and  for  the  mod  part  in  bed,  as  he  will  be  apt  to 
faint  when  taken  out  of  it.  His  food  muft  be  nou- 
riftiing  and  reftorative;  as  fago-gruel  with  red  wine, 
jellies,  ftrbng  broths,  &c.  His  drink  ought  to  be 
generous,  and  of  an  antifeptic  quality;  as  red-wine 
negus,  white-wine  whey,  and  fuch  like. 

MEDICINE.- The  medicine  in  this  kind  of 

quinfey  is  entirely  different  from  that  which  is  pro- 
per in  the  inflammatory.  All  evacuations,  as  bleed- 
ing,  purging,  &c.  which  weaken  the  patient,  muft: 
be  avoided.  Cooling  medicines,  as  nitre  and  crearn 
of  tartar,  are  likewife  hurtful.  Strengthening  cor- 
dials alone  can  be  ufed  with  fa  ft  ty;  and  thefe 
ought  never  to  be  negle&ed. 
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If  at  the  beginning  there  is  a great  naufea,  or 
inclination  to  vomit,  the  patient  muft  drink  an  in- 
fufion  of  green  tea,  camomile  flowers,  or  carduus 
benediotus , in  order  to  cleanfe  the  ftomach.  If  thefe 
are  not  fufncient,  he  may  take  a few  grains  of  the 
powder  of  ipecacuanha,  or  any  other  gentle  vo- 
mit. 

If  the  difeafe  is  mild,  the  throat  may  be  gargled 
with  an  infuflon  of  fage  and  rofe  leaves,  to  a gill  of 
which  may  be  added  a fpoonful  or  two  of  honey, 
and  much  vinegar  as  will  make  it  agreeably  acid; 
out  when  the  fymptoms  are  urgent,  the  floughs 
large  and  thick,  and  the  breath  very  ofifenfive,  the 
following  gargle  may  be  ufed: 

To  fix  or  feven  ounces  of  the  pedtoral  decodtion, 
when  boiling,  add  half  an  ounce  of  contrayerva- 
root;  let  it  boil  for  fome  time,  and  afterwards 
flrain  the  liquor;  to  which  add  two  ounces  of  white- 
wine  vinegar,  an  ounce  of  fine  honey,  and  an 
ounce  of  the  tindlure  of  myrrh.  This  ought  not 
only  to  be  ufed  as  a gargle,  but  a little  of  it  fhould  ! 
frequently  be  injedted  with  a fyringe  to  clean  the 
throar,  before  the  patient  takes  any  meat  or  drink. 
This  method  is  peculiarly  neceflary  for  children, 
who  cannot  ufe  a gargle. 

It  will  be  of  great  benefit  if  the  patient  fre- 
quently receives  into  his  mouth,  through  an  in- 
verted funnel,  the  fleams  of  warm  vinegar,  myrrh, 
and  honey. 

But  when  the  putrid  fymptoms  run  high,  and  the 
difeafe  is  attended  with  danger,  the  only  medicine 
that  can  be  depended  upon  is  the  Peruvian  bark. 

It  may  be  taken  in  fubftance,  if  the  patient’s  fto- 
mach will  bear  it.  If  not,  an  ounce  of  bark 
grofsly  powdered,  with  two  drachms  of  Virginian 
fnake-root,  may  be  boiled  in  an  Englifh  pint  and  a 
half  of  water  to  half  a pint;  to  which  a tea* fpoon- 
ful 
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ful  of  the  elixir  of  vitriol  may  be  added,  and  an 
ordinary  tea- cupful  of  it  taken  every  three  or  four 
hours.  Bliftering-plafters  are  very  beneficial  in  this 
difeafe,  efpecially  when  the  patient’s  pulfe  and  fpi- 
rits  are  low.  They  may  be  applied  to  the  throat, 
behind  the  ears,  or  upon  the  back  part  of  the 
neck. 

Should  the  vomiting  prove  troublefome,  it  will 
be  proper  to  give  the  patient  two  table-fpoonfuls 
of  the  faline  julep  every  hour.  Tea  made  of  mint 
and  a little  cinnamon  will  be  very  proper  for  his 
ordinary  drink,  efpecially  if  an  equal  quantity  of 
red-wine  be  mixed  with  it. 

In  cafe  of  a violent  loofenefs,  the  fize*  of  a nut- 
meg of  diafcordium,  or  the  japonic  confedion,  may 
be  taken  two  or  three  times  a-day,  or  oftener  if 
necefiary. 

If  a difcharge  of  blood  from  the  nofe  happens, 
the  fleams  of  warm  vinegar  may  be  received  up  the 
noftrils  frequently;  and  the  drink  mult  be  fharp- 
ened  withlpirits  of  vitriol,  or  tindure  of  rofes. 

In  cafe  of  a ftrangury,  the  belly  muft  be  fo- 
mented with  warm  water,  and  emollient  clyfters 
given  three  or  four  times  a-day. 

After  the  violence  of  the  difeafe  is  over,  the  body 
fhould  ftill  be  kept  open  with  mild  purgatives;  as 
manna,  fenna,  rhubarb,  or  the  like. 

If  great  weaknefs  and  dejedion  of  fpirits,  or 
night- fweats,  with  other  fymptoms  of  a confump- 
tion,  fhould  enfue,  we  would  advife  the  patient 
to  continue  the  ufe  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  with  the 
elixir  of  vitriol,  and  to  take  frequently  a glafs  of 
generous  wine.  Thefe,  together  with  a milk:diet, 
and  riding  on  horfeback,  are  the  mod  likely  means 
for  recovering  his  flrength. 
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CHAP.  XXIX. 

OF  COLDS  AND  COUGHS. 


|T  has  already  been  obferved,  that  colds  are  the 
A effedt  of  an  obdrudted  perfpiration  3 the  com- 
mon caufes  of  which  we  have  likewife  endeavoured 
to  point  out,  and  fhall  not  here  repeat  them.  Nei- 
ther fh all  we  fpend  time  in  enumerating  all  the  va- 
rious fymptoms  of  colds,  as  they  are  pretty  gene- 
rally known.  It  may  not  however  be  amifs  to 

obferve,  that  almoft  every  cold  is  a kind  of  fever, 
which  only  differs  in  degree  from  fome  of  thofe  that 
have  already  been  treated  of. 

No  age,  fex,  or  conditution,  is  exempted  from 
this  difeafe;  neither  is  it  in  the  power  of  any  me- 
dicine or  regimen  to  prevent  it.  The  inhabitants 
of  every  climate  are  liable  to  catch  cold,  nor  can 
even  the  greateft  circumfpedlion  defend  them  at  all 
times  from  its  attacks.  Indeed,  if  the  human  body 
could  be  kept  condantly  in  an  uniform  degree  of 
warmth,  fuch  a thing  as  catching  cold  would  be 
impoffible:  but  as  that  cannot  be  effected  by  any 
means,  the  perfpiration  mud  be  liable  to  many 
changes.  Such  changes,  however,  when  final  I,  do 
not  affect  the  health 3 but,  when  great,  they  mu  ft 
prove  hurtful. 

When  oppreffion  of  the  bread,  a duffing  of  the 
nofe,  unufual  wearinefs,  pain  of  the  head,  &c.  give 
ground  to  believe  that  the  perfpiration  is  obdrudted, 
or,  in  other  words,  that  the  perfon  has  caught  cold, 
lie  ought  immediately  to  leffen  his  diet,  at  lead  the 
ufual  quantity  of  his  folid  food,  and  to  abdain  from 
all  iiiong*  liquors.  Inftead  of  flefh,  fiffi,  eggs, 
x milk, 
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snilk,  and  other  nourifhing  diet,  he  may  eat  light 
bread  pudding,  veal  or  chicken  broth,  panado, 
gruels,  and  fuch  like.  His  drink  may  be  water- 
gruel  fweetened  with  a little  honey;,  an  infufion  of 
balm,  or  linfeed  fharpened  with  the  juice  of  orange 
or  lemon;  a deco£lion  of  barley  and  liquorice, 
with  tamarinds,  or  any  other  cool,  diluting,  acid 
liquor. 

Above  all,  his  fupper  fhould  be  light;  as  fmall 
pofTet,  or  water-gruel  fweetened  with  honey,  and  a 
little  toalled  bread  in  it.  If  honey  fhould  difagree 
with  the  ftomach,  the  gruel  may  be  fweetened  with 
treacle  or  coarfe  fugar,  and  fharpened  with  the 
jelly  of  currants.  Thofe  who  have  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  generous  liquors  may  take  wine- whey 
inftead  of  gruel,  which  may  be  fweetened  as  above. 

The  patient  ought  to  lie  longer  than  ufual  a-bcd, 
and  to  encourage  a gentle  fweat,  which  is  eafily 
brought  on  towards  morning,  by  drinking  tea,  or 
any  kind  of  warm  diluting  liquor.  I have  often 
known  this  pradhce  carry  off  a cold  in  one  day, 
which  in  all  probability,  had  it  been  neglected, 
would  have  cod  the  patient  his  life,  or  have  con- 
fined him  for  fome  months.  Would  people  facri- 
fice  a little  time  to  eafe  and  warmth,  and  pra&ife 
a moderate  degree  of  abdinence  when  the  firft 
fymptoms  of  a cold  appear,  we  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  mod  of  the  bad  effects  which  flow  from 
an  obdru&ed  perfpiration  might  be  prevented. 
But,  after  the  difeafe  has  gathered  ftrength  by  de- 
lay, all  attempts  to  remove  it  often  prove  vain.  A 
‘pleurify,  a peripneumony,  or  a fatal  confumption 
of  the  lungs,  are  the  common  effects  of  colds 
which  have  either  been  totally  neglc&ed  or  treated 
improperly. 

Many  attempt  to  cure  a cold,  by  getting  drunk: 
But  this,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  it,  is  a very  hazardous 
experiment.  No  doubt  it  may  lometimes  fucceed, 
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by  fuddenly  reftoring  the  perfpiration ; but  when 
there  is  any  degree  of  inflammation,  which  is  fre- 
quently the  cafe,  ftrong  liquors,  inftead  of  remov- 
ing the  malady,  will  increafe  it.  By  this  means  a 
common  cold  may  be  converted  into  an  inflam- 
matory fever. 

When  thofe  who  labour  for  their  daily  bread 
have  the  misfortune  to  catch  cold,  they  cannot 
afford  to  lofe  a day  or  two,  in  order  to  keep  them- 
felves  warm,  and  take  a little  medicine;  by  which 
means  the  diforder  is  often  fo  aggravated  as  to  con- 
fine them  for  a long  time,  or  even  to  render  them 
ever  after  unable  to  fuftain  hard  labour.  But  even 
fuch  of  the  labouring  poor  as  can  afford  to  take 
care  of  themfelves,  are  often  too  hardy  to  do  it; 
they  a fife  ft  to  defpife  colds,  and  as  long  as  they  can 
crawl  about,  fcorn  to  be  confined  by  what  they 
call  a common  cold . Hence  it  is,  that  colds  deflroy 
fuch  numbers  of  mankind.  Like  an  enemy  defpifed, 
they  gather  ftrength  from  delay,  till  at  length  they 
become  invincible.  We  often  fee  this  verified  in 
travelers,  who,  rather  than  lofe  a day  in  the  profe- 
cudon  of  their  bufmefs,  throw  away  their  lives  by 
purfuing  their  journey,  even  in  the  fevered  wea- 
ther, with  this.difeafe  upon  them. 

It  is  certain,  however,  that  colds  may  be  too 
much  indulged.  When  a perfon,  for  every  flight 
cold,  fhuts  himfelf  up  in  a warm  room,  and  drinks 
great  quantities  of  warm  liquor,  it  may  occafion 
fuch  a general  relaxation  of  the  folids  as  will  not  be 
eafily  removed.  It  will  therefore  be  proper,  when 
the  difeafe  will  permit,  and  the  weather  is  mild,  to 
join  to  the  regimen  mentioned  above  gentle  exer- 
cife;  as  walking,  riding  on  horfeback,  or  in  a car- 
riage, &c.  An  obftinate  cold,  which  no  medicine 
can  remove,  will  yield'  to  gentle  exercife  and  a 
proper  reginnen  of  the  diet. 
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Bathing  the  feet  and  legs  in  warm  water  has  a 
great  tendency  to  redore  the  perfpiration.  But  care 
muft  be  taken  that  the  water  be  not  too  warm, 
otherwife  it  will  do  hurt.  It  fhould  never  be  much 
warmer  than  the  blood,  and  the  patient  fliould  go 
immediately  to  bed  after  ufing  it.  Bathing  the  feet 
in  warm  water,  lying  in  bed,  and  drinking  warm 
water-gruel,  or  other  weak  liquors,  will  fooner  take 
off  a fpafm,  and  reffore  the  perfpiration,  than  all 
the  hot  fudorific  medicines  in  the  world.  This  is 
all  that  is  neceflary  for  removing  a common  cold; 
and  if  this  courfe  be  taken  at  the  beginning,  it  will 
feldom  fail. 

But  when  the  fymptoms  do  not  yield  to  abdi- 
nence,  warmth,  and  diluting  liquors,  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  fear  the  approach  of  fome  other  difeafe,  as 
an  inflammation  of  the  bread,  an  ardent  fever,  or 
the  like.  If  the  pulfe  therefore  be  hard  and  fre- 
quent, the  fkin  hot  and  dry,  and  the  patient  com- 
plains of  his  head  or  bread,  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
Bleed,  and  to  give  the  cooling  powders  recom- 
mended in  the  fcarlet  fever  every  three  or  four 
hours,  till  they  give  a dool. 

It  will  likewife  be  proper  to  put  a bliflering- 
plaffer  on  the  back,  to  give  two  table- fpoonfuls  of 
the  faline  mixture  every  two  hours,  and  in  jfhort  to 
treat  the  patient  in  all  refpe£h  as  for  a flight  fever. 
I have  often  feen  this  courfe,  when  obferved  at  the 
beginning,  remove  the  complaint  in  two  or  three 
days,  when  the  patient  had  all  the' fymptoms  of  an 
approaching  ardent  fever,  or  an  inflammation  of 
the  bread. 

The  chief  fecret  of  preventing  colds  lies  in  avoid- 
ing, as  far  as  polfible,  all  extremes  either  of  heat 
or  cold,  and  in  taking  care,  when  the  body  is 
heated,  to  let  it  cool  gradually.  Thefe  and  other 
circumdances  relating  to  this  important  fubjcft, 
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are  fo  fully  treated  of  under  the  article  Obftruffied 
Perjpiration , that  it  is  needlefs  here  to  refume  the 
condderation  of  them. 

OF  A COMMON  COUGH. 

A cough  is  generally  the  effedt  of  a cold,  which 
has  either  been  improperly  treated,  or  entirely  ne- 
glected. When  it  proves  obdinate,  there  is  always 
reafon  to  fear  the  confequences^  as  this  fhews  a 
weak  date  of  the  lungs,  and  is  often  the  forerunner 
of  a confumption. 

If  the  cough  be  violent,  and  the  patient  young 
and  ftrong,  with  a hard  quick  pulfe,  bleeding  will 
be  proper 5 but  in  weak  and  relaxed  habits,  bleed- 
ing rather  prolongs  the  difeafe.  When  the  patient 
fpits  freely,  bleeding  is  unneceflary/  and  fometimes 
hurtful,  as  it  tends  to  leffen  that  difcharge. 

When  the  cough  is  not  attended  with  any  degree 
of  fever,  and  the  fpittle  is  vifcid  and  tough,  fharp 
pedtoral  medicines  are  to  be  adminiftered;  as  gum 
ammoniac,  fquills,  &c.  Two  table-fpoonfuls.of  the 
folution  of  gum  ammoniac  may  be  taken  three  or 
four  times  a day,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  age 
and  conditution  of  the  patient.  Squills  may  be 
given  various  ways:  two  ounces  of  the  vinegar,  the 
oxymel,  or  the  fyrup,  may  be  mixed  with  the  fame 
quantity  of  fimple  cinnamon  water,  to  which  may 
be  added  an  ounce  of  common  water  and  an  ounce 
of  balfamic  fyrup.  Two  table-fpoonfuls  of  this 
mixture  may  be  taken  three  or  four  times  a-day. 

A fyrup  made  of  equal  parts  of  lemon-juice, 
honey,  and  fugar-candy,  is  likewife  very  proper  in 
this  kind  of  cough.  A table-fpoonful  of  it  may 
be  taken  at  pleafure. 

But  when  the  defluxion  is  fharp  and  thin,  thefe 
medicines  rather  do  hurt.  In  this  cafe  gentle  opiates, 
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oils,  and  mucilages,  are  more  proper.  A cup  of  an 
infufion  of  wild  poppey  leaves,  and  marfh-mallow 
roots,  or  the  flowers  of  colts-foot,  may  be  taken 
frequently;  or  a tea-fpoonful  of  the  paregoric  elixir 
may  be  *put  into  the  patient’s  drink  twice  a-day. 
Fuller’s  Spanifh  infufion  is  alfo  a very  proper  medi- 
cine in  this  cafe,  and  may  be  taken  in  the  quantity 
of  a tea-cupful  three  or  four  times  a-day*. 

When  a cough  is  occafioned  by  acrid  humours 
tickling  the  throat  and  fauces , the  patient  Arnold 
keep  fome  foft  peft-oral  lozenges  almofl  conftantly 
in  his  mouth;  as  the  Pontefratfl  liquorice  cakes, 
barley-fugar,  the  common  balfamic  lozenges,  Spa- 
nifh juice,  &c.  Thefe  blunt  the  acrimony  of  the 
humours,  and  by  takmg  off  their  ftimulating  qua- 
lity, help  to  appeafe  the  cough  f. 

In  obflinate  coughs,  proceeding  from  a flux  of 
humours  upon  the  lungs,  it  will  often  be  neceffary, 
befides  expectorating  medicines,  to  have  recourfe  to 
iffues,  fetons,  or  fome  other  drain.  In  this  cafe  I 
have  often  obferved  the  mod  happy  effeCts  from  a 
Burgundy-pitch  plafter  applied  between  the  (boul- 
ders. I have  ordered  this  Ample  remedy  in  the  mcft 
obflinate  coughs,  in  a great  number  of  cafes,  and 
in  many  different  conftitutions,  without  ever  know- 
ing It  fail  to  give  relief,  unlefs  where  there  were 
evident  figns  of  an  ulcer  in  the  lungs. 

About  the  bulk  of  a nutmeg  of  Burgundy-pitch 
rr.ay  be  fpread  thin  upon  a piece  of  foft  leather,  about 

* See  Appendix,  Spanifij  Infufion . 

t in  a former  edition  ot  this  book  I recommended,  for  an  ob- 
ftinare  tickling  cough,  an  oily  emulfion,  made  with  the  parego- 
ric elixir  of  the  Edinburgh  Dihpenfatory , inftead  of  the  common 
alkaline  fpirit.  I have  fince  been  told  by  fevera]  praditioners ' 
that  they  found  it  to  be  an  excellent  medicine  in  this  diforder, 
and  every  way  deferving  of  th‘e  chara&er  which  I had  given  it! 
Where  this  elixir  is  not  kept,  its  place  may  be  fuppliea  by  adding 
to  the  common  oily  emulfion,  an  adequate  proportion  of  the 
fbebaic  tinfiure , or  liquid  laudanum. 
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the  fize  of  the  hand,  and  laid  between  the  fhoulder- 
blades.  It  may  be  taken  off  and  wiped  every  three 
or  four  days,  and  ought  to  be  renewed  once  a fort- 
night or  three  weeks.  This  is  indeed  a cheap  and 
fimple  medicine,  and  confequently  apt  to  be  de^ 
fpifed;  but  we  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  whole 
materia  medica  does  not  afford  an  application  more 
efficacious  in  almoft  every  kind  of  cough.  It  has 
not  indeed  always  an  immediate  effeft;  but,  if  kept 
on  for  fome  time,  it  will  fucceed  where  moG:  other 
medicines  fail. 

The  only  inconveniency  attending  this  plafter  is 
the  itching  which  it  occasions;  but  furely  this  may 
be  difpenled  with,  confidering  the  advantage  which 
the  patient  may  expedl  to  reap  from  the  application; 
befides,  when  the  itching  becomes  very  uneafy, 
the  plafter  may  be  taken  off,  and  the  part  rubbed 
with  a dry  cloth,  or  waffied  with  a little  warm  milk 
and  water.  Some  caution  indeed  is  neceffary  in  dif- 
continuing  the  ufe  of  fuch  a plaffer;  this  however 
may  be  fafely  done  by  making  it  fmaller  by  de- 
grees, and  at  length  quitting  it  altogether  in  a warm 
feafon*. 

But  coughs  proceed  from  many  other  caufes  be- 
fides defluxions  upon  the  lungs.  In  thefe  cafes  the 
cure  is  not  to  be  attempted  by  pe&oral  medicines. 
Thus,  in  a cough  proceeding  from  a foulnefs  and 
debility  of  the  ttomach,  fyrups,  oils,  mucilages, 
and  all  kinds  of  balfamie  medicines  do  hurt.  The 
jiomach  cough  may  be  known  from  one  that  is  owing 
to  a fault  in  the  lungs  by  this,  that  in  the  latter 
the  patient  coughs  whenever  he  infpires,  or  draws 

* Some  complain  that  the  pitch  plafter  adheres  too  faff,  while 
others  find  difficulty  in  keeping  it  on.  This  proceeds  from  the 
different  kinds  of  pitch  made  ufe  of,  and  likevvife  from  the  man- 
ner of  making  it.  I generally  find  it  anfwer  bed  when  mixed 
with  a little  bees-wax,  and  fpread  as  cool  as  poffible.  The  clear, 
.hard,  tranfpa rent  pitch  anfwers  the  purpefe  bed. 
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in  his  breath  fully;  but  in  the  former  that  does  not 
happen. 

The  cure  of  tfifcs  cough  depends  chiefly  upon 
cleanfing  and  ftrengthening  the  ftomach;  for  which 
purpofe  gentle  vomits  and  bitter  purgatives  are  moft: 
proper.  Thus,  after  a vomit  or  two,  the  facred 
tindure,  as  it  is  called,  may  be  taken  for  a confider- 
able  time  in  the  dofe  of  one  or  two  table-fpoonfuls 
twice  a-day,  or  as  often  as  it  is  found  necefiary,  to 
keep  the  body  gently  open.  People  may  make  this 
tindure  themfelves,  by  infuflng  an  ounce  of  hiera 
jpicra*  \n  an  Englifh  pint  of  white  wine,  letting  it 
ftand  a few  days,  and  thep  {training  it. 

In  coughs  which  proceed  from  a debility  of  the 
ftomach,  the  Peruvian  bark  is  likewife  of  confider- 
able  fervice.  It  may  either  be  chewed,  taken  in 
powder,  or  made  into  a tindure  along  with  other 
ftomachic  bitters. 

A nervous  cough  can  only  be  removed  by  change 
of  air  and  proper  exercife;  to  which  may  be  added 
the  ufe  of  gentle  opiates.  Inftead  of  the  fapona- 
ceous  pill,  the  paregoric  elixir,  &c.  which  are  only 
opium  difguifed,  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  or  twenty- 
five  drops  of  liquid  laudanum,  more  or  lefs,  as  cir- 
cumftances  require,  may  be  taken  at  bed- time,  or 
when  the  cough  is  moft  troublefome.  Immerfing 
the  feet  and  hands  in  warm  water  will  often  appe-afe 
the  violence  of  a nervous  cough. 

When  a cough  is  only  the  fymptom  of  fome  other 
malady,  it  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  remove  it  with- 
out firft  curing  the  difeafe  from  which  it  proceeds. 
Thus  when  a cough  is  occafioned  by  teething , keep- 
ing the  body  open,  fcarifying  the  gums,  or  whatever 
facilitates  the  cutting  of  the  teeth,  likewife  appeafes 
the  cough.  In  like  manner,  when  worms  occafion 
a cough,  fuch  medicines  as  remove  thefe  vermin 


* See  Appendix,  Hiera  Fierce* 
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will  generally  cure  the  cough  $ as  bitter  purgatives, 
oily  clyfters,  and  fuch  like. 

Women,  during  the  lad  months  of  pregnancy, 
are  often  greatly  aftli&ed  with  a cough,  which  is 
generally  relieved  by  bleeding,  and  keeping  the 
body  gently  open.  They  ought  to  avoid  all  flatu- 
lent food,  and  to  wear  a lofe  eafy  dfefs. 

A cough  is  not  only  a fymptom,  but  is  often  like- 
wife  the  fore-runner  of  difeafes.  Thus,  the  gout  is 
frequently  ufhercd  in  by  a very  troublefome  cough, 
which  affe&s  the  patient  for  fome  days  before  the 
coming  on  of  the  fit.  This  cough  is  generally  re- 
moved by  a paroxyfm  of  the  gout,  which  fhould 
therefore  be  promoted,  by  keeping  the  extremities 
warm,  drinking  warm  liquors,  and  bathing  the 
feet  and  legs  frequently  in  lukewarm  water. 

OF  THE  HOOPING-COUGH,  or 
CHIN-COUGH. 

This  cough  feldom  affeds  adults,  but  proves  often 
fatal  to  children.  Such  children  as  live  upon  thin 
watery  diet,  who  breathe  unwholefome  air,  and 
have  too  little  exercife,  are  moft  liable  to  this  dif- 
eafe,  and  generally  fuller  moft  from  it. 

The  chin-cough  is  fo  well  known,  even  to  nurfcs, 
that  a description  of  it  is  unneceflary.  Whatever 
hurts  the  digeftion,  obftruds  the  perfpirauon,  or 
relaxes  the  folids,  difpofes  to  this  difeafe:  confe- 
quently  its  cure  muft  depend  upon  cleanfing  and 
lengthening  the  ftomach,  bracing  the  folids,  and 
at  the  fame  time  promoting  perfpiration  and  the 
different  fecretions. 

The  diet  muft  be  light,  and  of  eafy  digeftion ; for 
children,  good  bread  made  into  pap  or  pudding, 
chicken  broth,  with  other  light  ipoon- meats,  are 
proper:  but  thofe  who  are  farther  advanced  may  be 
allowed  fago-gruel,  and  if  the  fever  be  not  high,  a 
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little  boiled  chicken,  or  other  white  meats.  The 
drink  may  be  hyffop,  or  penny-royal  tea,  fweetened 
with  honey  or  fugar  candy,  fmall  wine-whey;  or, 
if  the  patient  be  weak,  he  may  fometimes  be  allowed 
a little  negus. 

One  of  the  mod  effectual  remedies  in  the  chin- 
cough  is  change  of  air.  This  often  removes  the 
malady,  even  when  the  change  leems  to  be  from  a 
purer  to  a lefs  wholefome  air.  This  may  in  fbme 
meafure  depend  on  the  patient’s  being  removed 
from  the  place  where  the  infection  prevails.  Mod 
of  the  difeafes  of  children  are  infectious;  nor  is  it 
at  all  uncommon  to  find  the  chin-cough  prevailing 
in  one  town  or  village,  when  another,  at  a very 
fmall  diftance,  is  quite  free  from  it.  But  whatever 
be  the  caufe,  we  are  fure  of  the  fadh  No  time 
ought  therefore  to  be  loft  in  removing  the  patient 
at  fome  diftance  from  the  place  where  he  caught 
the  difeafe,  and,  if  poftible,  into  a,  more  pure  and 
warm  air*. 

When  the  difeafe  proves  violent,  and  the  patient 
is  in  danger  of  being  fuffocated  by  the  cough,  he 
ought  to  be  bled,  efpecially  if  there  be  a fever  with 
a hard  full  pulfe.  But  as  the  chief  intention  of 
bleeding  is  to  prevent  an  inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
and  to  render  it  more  fa fe  to  give  vomirs,  it  will  fel- 
dom  be  neceflary  to  repeat  the  operation ; yet  if 
there  are  fymptoms  of  an  inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
a fecond  or  even  a third  bleeding  may  be  requifite. 

It  is  generally  reckoned  a favourable  fymptom 
when  a fit  of  coughing  makes  the  patient  vomit. 
This  cleanfes  the  ftomach,  and  greatly  relieves  the 

* Some  think  the  air  ought  not  to  be  changed  till  the  difeafe 
is  on  the  decline;  but  there  feems  to  be  no  lufficient  reafon  for 
this  opinion,  as  patients  have  been  known  to  reap  benefit  from  a 
change  of  air  at  all  periods  of  the  difeafe.  It  is  not  fufficient  to 
tajce  the  patient  out  daily  in  a carriage.  This  feldom  anfwers 
any  goed  purpofe;  but  often  does  hurt,  by  giving  him  cold. 

cough. 
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cough.  It  will  therefore  be  proper  to  promote  this 
difcharge,  either  by  fmall  dofes  of  ipecacuanha,  or 
the  vomiting  julep  recommended  in  the  Appen- 
dix*. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  make  children  drink  after  a 
vomit.  I have  often  feen  them  happily  deceived, 
by  infufing  a fcruple  or  half  a drachm  of  the  powder 
of  ipecacuanha  in  a tea-pot,  with  half  an  Englifh 
pint  of  boiling  water.  If  this  be  difguifed  with  a 
few  drops  of  milk  and  a little  fugar,  they  will  ima- 
gine it  tea,  and  drink  it  very  greedily.  A fmall 
tea  cupful  of  this  may  be  given  every  quarter  of  an 
hour,  or  rather  every  ten  minutes,  till  it  operates. 
When  the  child  begins  to  puke,  there  will  be  no 
occafion  for  drinking  any  more,  as  the  water  already 
on  the  ftomach  will  be  fufficient. 

Vomits  not  only  cleanfe  the  ftomach,  which  in 
this  difeafe  is  generally  loaded  with  vifcid  phlegm, 
but  they  likewife  promote  the  perforation  and  other 
lecretions,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  repeated  ac- 
cording to  the  obftinacy  of  the  difeafe.  They 
fhould  not  however  be  ftrong;  gentle  vomits  fre- 
quently repeated  are  both  lefs  dangerous,  and  more 
beneficial  than  ftrong  ones. 

The  body  ought  to  be  kept  gently  open.  The 
belt  medicines  for  this  purpofe  are  rhubarb  and  its 
preparations,  as  the  fyrup,  tin&ure,  &c.  Of  thefe 
a tea  fpoonful  or  two  may  be  given  to  an  infant  twice 
or  thrice  a-day,  as  there  is  occafion.  To  fuch  as 
are  farther  advanced,  the  dofe  muft  be  propor- 
tionally increafed,  and  repeated  till  it  has  the  de- 
fired  effedl.  Thofe  who  cannot  be  brought  to  take 
the  bitter  tindture,  may  have  an  infufion  of  fenna 
and  prunes,  fweetened  with  manna,  coarfe  fugar, 
or  honey  j or  a few  grains  of  rhubarb  mixed  with 
a tea-fpoonful  or  two  of  fyrup,  or  currant  jelly, 


* 


See  Appendix,  Vomiting  Julep. 
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fo  as  to  difguife  the  tafte.  Moll  children  are  fond 
of  fyrups  and  jellies,  and  feldom  refufe  even  a dis- 
agreeable medicine  when  mixed  with  them. 

Many  people  believe  that  oily,  pe&oral,  and 
balfamic  medicines  poffefs  wonderful  virtues  for  the 
cure  of  the  chin-cough,  and  accordingly  exhibit 
them  plentifully  to  patients  ©f  every  age  and  confti- 
tution,  without  confidering  that  every  thing  of 
this  nature  mull  load  the  ftomach,  hurt  rhe  di- 
geftion,  and  of  courfe  aggravate  the  diforder*. 

The  millepedes , or  woodlice,  are  greatly  recom- 
mended for  the  cure  of  a chin-cough.  Thofe 
who  chufe  to  make  ufe  of  thefe  infedls,  may  infufe 
two  ounces  of  them  bruited  in  an  Englifh  pint  of 
Small  white-wine  for  onrnight.  Afterwards  the  li- 
quor may  be  (trained  through  a cloth,  and  a table- 
fpoonful  of  it  given  to  the  patient  three  or  four 
times  a-day. 

Opiates  are  Sometimes  neceflary  to  allay  the  vio- 
lence of  the  cough.  For  this  purpofe  a little  of  the 
fyrup  of  poppies,  or  five,  fix,  or  Seven  drops  of 
laudanum,  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient,  may 
be  taken  in  a cup  of  hyflop  or  penny-royal-tea,  and 
repeated  occafionally  f. 

The  garlic  ointment  is  a well-known  remedy  in 
North-Britain  for  the  chin-cough.  It  is  made  by 
beating  in  a mortar  garlic  with  an  equal  quantity 
of  hogs  lard.  With  this  the  foies  of  the  feet  may 

* f*r-  Duplanil  fays,  he  has  feen  many  good  effects  from 
the  kerrnes  mineral  in  this  complaint,  the  cough  being  fre- 
quently alleviated  even  by  the  firft  dofe.  The  dofe  for  a child  of 
one  year  old,  is  a quarter  of  a grain  diilclved  in  a cup  of  any 
liquid,  repeated  two  or  three  times  a-day.  For  a child  of  two 
years  the  dofe  is  half  a grain  ; and  the  quantity  mull  be  thus  in- 
creafed  in  proportion  to  the  age  of  the  patient. 

f Some  recommend  the  extratt  of  hemlock  as  an  extraordi- 
nary remedy  in  the  hooping-cough ; but  fo  far  as  I have  been 
able  to  obferve,  it  is  no  way  fuperior  to  opium,  which,  when  pro- 
perly adminiftered,  will  often  relieve  feme  of  the  moil  trouble- 
some fymptoms  of  this  diforder. 
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be  rubbed  twice  or  thrice  a-day;  but  the  beft  me* 
thod  is  to  fpread  it  upon  a rag,  and  apply  it  in  the 
form  of  plafter.  It  ftiould  be  renewed  every  night- 
and  morning  at  leaft,  as  the  garlic  foon  lofes  its 
virtue.  This  is  an  exceeding  good  medicine  both 
in  the  chin-cough,  and  in  moil  other  coughs  of  an 
obftinate  nature.  It  ought  not  however  to  be  ufed 
when  the  patient  is  very  hot  or  feverifh,  left  it 
Ihould  increafe  thefe  fy  mptoms. 

The  feet  fhuuld  be  bathed  once  every  two  or 
three  days  in  lukewarm  water;  and  a Burgundy- 
pitch  plafter  kept  conftantly  between  the  fhoulders. 

But  when  the  difeafe  proves  very  violent,  it  will  be 
neceftary,  inftead  of  it,  to  apply  a bliftering-plafter, 
and  to  keep  the  part  open  for  fome  time  with  iftue- 
ointmenr. 

When  the  difeafe  is  prolonged,  and  the  patient 
is  free  from  a fever,  the  Peruvian  bark,  and  other 
bitters,  are  the  moft  proper  medicines.  The  bark 
may  either  be  taken  in  fubftance,  or  in  a deco&ion 
or  infufion,  as  is  moft  agreeable.  For  a child,  ten, 
fifteen,  or  twenty  grains,  according  to  the  age  of 
the  patient,  mav  be  given  three  or  four  times  a-day. 

For  an  adult,  half  a drachm  or  two  fcruples  will  j 
be  proper.  Some  give  the  extradfof  the  bark  with 
cantharides ; but  to  manage  this  requires  a con- 
fidcrable  attention.  It  is  more  fafe  to  give  a few 
grains  of  caftor  along  with  the  bark.  A child  of 
fix  or  feven  years  of  age  may  take  feven  or  eight 
grains  of  caftor,  with  fifteen  grains  of  powdered 
bark,  for  a dofe.  This  may  be  made  into  a mix- 
ture with  two  or  three  ounces  of  any  fimple  diftilled 
water,  and  a little  fyrup,  and  taken  three  or  four 
times  a-day*. 

* As  this  difeafe  Is  evidently  fpafmodic,  I am  inclined  to  think 
that  tonic  medicines  will  in  time  be  found  the  mok  proper  for  its 
cure. 
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CHAP.  XXX. 

INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  STOMACH, 
AND  OTHER  VISCERA. 

A LL  inflammations  of  the  bowels  are  dangerous* 
and  require  the  moft  fpeedy  afiiftance ; as  they 
frequently  end  in  a fuppuration,  and  fometimes  in 
a mortification*  which  is  certain  death. 

CAUSES. An  inflammation  of  the  ftomach. 

may  proceed  from  any  of  the  caufes  which  produce 
an  inflammatory  fever;  as  cold  liquor  drank  while 
the  body  is  warm,  obftrudted  perfpiration  or  the 
fudden  finking  in  of  any^erupuon.  It  may  like- 
wife  proceed  from  the  acrimony  of  the  bile,  or  from 
acrid  and  {Emulating  fubftances  taken  into  the  fto- 
mach;  as  ftrong  vomits  or  purges,  corro.five  poifons, 
and  fuch  like.  When  the  gout  has  been  repelled, 
from  the  extremities,  either  by  cold  or  improper 
applications,  it  often  occafions  an  inflammation  of 
the  ftomach.  Hard  or  indigeftible  fubftances  taken 
into  the  ftomach,  as  bones,  the  ftones  of  fruits,  &c. 
may  likewife  have  that  effedt. 

SYMPTOMS. It  is  attended  with  a fixed 

pain  and  burning  heat  in  the  ftomach ; great  reft- 
leflhefs  and  anxiety ; a fmall,  quick,  and  hard  pulfe; 
vomiting,  or,  at  leaft,  a naufea  and  ficknefs ; ex- 
ceflive  thirft  ; coldnefs  of  the  extremities ; diffi- 
culty of  breathing;  cold  clammy  fweats ; and 
fometimes  convulfions  and  fainting  fits.  The  fto- 
mach is  fweiled,  and  often  feels  hard  to  the  touch. 
One  of  the  moft  certain  fig  ns  of  this  difeafe  is  the 
fenfe  of  pain,  which  the  patient  feels  upon  taking 
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any  kind  of  food  or  drink,  efpecially  if  it  be  either 
too  hot  or  too  cold. 

When  the  patient  vomits  every  thing  he  eats  or 
drinks,  is  extremely  reftlefs,  has  a hiccup,  with  an 
intermitting  pulfe,  and  frequent  fainting  fits,  the 
danger  is  very  great. 

REGIMEN.— — -All  acrimonious,  heating,  and 
irritating  food  and  drink  are  carefully  to  be  avoided. 
The  weaknefs  of  the  patient  may  deceive  the  by- 
flan ders,  and  induce  them  to  give  him  wines,  fpi- 
rits,  or  other  cordials;  but  thefe  never  fail  to  in- 
creale  the  difeafe,  and  often  occafion  fudden  death. 
The  inclination  to  vomit  may  likewife  impofe  on 
the  attendants,  and  make  them  think  a vomit  ne- 
cefTary ; but  that  too  is  almoft  certain  death. 

The  food  mull  be  light,  thin,  cool,  and  eafy  of 
digeflion.  It  mud  be  given  in  fmall  quantities, 
and  fhould  neither  be  quite  cold  nor  too  hot.  Thin 
gruel  made  of  barley  or  oatmeal,  light  toafled 
bread  diffolved  in  boiling  water,  or  very  weak 
chicken  broth,  are  the  mod  proper.  The  drink 
fhould  be  clear  whey,  barley-water,  water  in  which 
toafled  bread  has  been  boiled,  or  decodlions  of 
emollient  vegetables ; as  liquorice  and  marfh-mal- 
low  roots,  farfaparilla,  or  the  like. 

MEDICINE. — — Bleeding  in  this  difeafe  is-  ab- 
folutely  necefiary,  and  is  almofl  the  only  thing  that 
can  be  depended  on.  When  the  difeafe  proves  ob- 
dinate,  it  will  often  be  proper  to  repeat  this  ope- 
ration feveral  times,  nor  muff  the  low  date  of  the 
pulfe  deter  us  from  doing  fo.  The  pulfe  indeed 
generally  rifes-upon  bleeding,  and  as  long  as  that 
is  the  cafe,  the  operation  is  fafe. 

Frequent  fomentations  with  lukewarm  water,  or 
,¥■  a decodlion  of  emollient  vegetables,  are  likewife 
'beneficial.  Flannel  cloths  dipped  in  thefe  mud  be 
applied  to  the  region  of  the  domach,  and  removed 
as  they  grow  cgqD  They  mud  neither  be  applied 
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too  warm,  nor  be  fuffered  to  continue  till  they  be- 
come quite  cold,  as  either  of  thefe  extremes  would 
aggravate  the  difeafe. 

The  feet  and  legs  ought  likewife  to  be  fre- 
quently bathed  in  lukewarm  water,  and  warm  bricks 
or  poultices  may  be  applied  to  the  foies  of  the  feet. 
The  warm  bath,  if  it  can  be  conveniently  ufed, 
will  be  of  great  fervice. 

In  this,  and  all  other  inflammations  of  the  bowels, 
an  epifpaftic,  or  bliftering-plader,  applied  over  the 
part  affedted,  is  one  of  the  bed  remedies  I know. 
I have  often  ufed  it,  and  do  not  recollect  one  in- 
dance  wherein  it  did  not  give  relief  to  the  pa- 
tient. 

The  only  internal  medicines  which  we  fhall  ven- 
ture to  recommend  in  this  difeafe,  are  mild  clyders. 
Thefe  may  be  made  of  warm  water,  or  ' thin  water- 
gruel  ; and  if  the  patient  is  codive,  a little  fweet 
oil,  honey,  or  manna,  may  be  added.  Clyders 
anfwer  the  purpofe  of  an  internal  fomentation, 
while  they  keep  the  body  open,  and  at  the  fame 
time  nourifh  the  patient,  who  is  often  in  this  dif- 
eafe unable  to  retain  any  food  upon  his  ftomach. 
For  thefe  reafons  they  mud  not  be  neglected,  as 
the  patient’s  life  may  depend  on  them. 

INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  INTESTINES. 

This  is  one  of  the  mod  painful  and  dangerous 
difeafes  that  mankind  is  liable  to.  It  generally 
proceeds  from  the  fame  caufes  as  the  inflammation 
of  the  ftomach  j to  which  may  be  added  coflive- 
nefs,  worms,  eating  unripe  fruits,  or  great  quan- 
tities of  nuts,  drinking  hard  windy  malt  liquors, 
as  (tale  bottled  beer  or  ale,  four  wine,  cyder,  &c. 
It  may  likewife  be  occafioned  by  a rupture,  by* 
fchirrous  tumours  of  the  inteftines,  or  by  their  op- 
pofite  Tides  growing  together.  * 
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The  inflammation  of  the  inteflines  is  denomi- 
nated Iliac  paffion,  Enteritis , according  to  the 
name  of  the  parts  affedted.  The  treatment  how- 
ever is  nearly  the  fame  whatever  part  of  the  intef- 
tinal  canal  be  the  feat  of  the  difeafe;  we  fhall  there- 
fore omit  thefe  diftindtions,  left;  they  fhould  per- 
plex the  reader. 

The  fymptoms  here  are  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the 
foregoing  difeafe ; only  the  pain,  if  poflible,  is 
more  acute,  and  is  fituated  lower.  The  vomiting 
is  like  wife  more  violent,  and  fometimes  even  the 
excrements,  together  with  the  clyfters,  are  dif- 
charged  by  the  mouth.  The  patient  is  continually 
belching  up  wind,  and  has  often  an-  obftrudlion  of 
his  urine. 

While  the  pain  fhifts  and  the  vomiting  only 
returns  at  certain  intervals,  and  while  the  clyfters 
pafs  downwards,  there  is  ground  for  hope  ; but  when 
the  clyfters  and  faces  are  vomited,  and  the  patient 
is  exceeding  weak,  v/ith  a low  fluttering  pulfe,  a 
pale  countenance,  and  a difagreeable  or  {linking 
breath,  there  is  great  reafon  to  fear  that  the  confe- 
quences  will  prove  fatal.  Clammy  fweats,  black 
foetid  ftools,  with  a fmall  intermitting  pulfe,  and 
a total  cefiation  of  pain,  are  figns  of  a mortification 
already  begun,  and  of  approaching  death. 

REGIMEN.— —The  regimen  in  this  difeafe  is 
in  general  the  fame  as  in  an  inflammation  of  the 
ftomach.  The  patient  muft  be  kept  quiet,  avoid- 
ing cold,  and  all  violent  paflions  of  the  mind. 
H is  food  ought  to  be  very  light,  and  given  in  fmall 
quantities;  his  drink  weak  and  diluting;  as  clear 
whey,  barley  water,  and  fuch  like. 

MEDICINE.— — Bleeding  in  this,  as  well  as 
in  the  inflammation  of  the  ftomach,  is  of  the  greateft 
importance.  It  fhould  be  performed  as  foon  as  the 
fymptoms  appear,  and  muft  be  repeated  according 

to 


INFLAMMATION  of  the  INTESTINES.  293 

to  the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  and  the  violence  of 
the  difeafe.  , 

A bliftering  plafter  is  here  likewife  to  be  applied 
immediately  over  the  part  where  the  moft  violent 
pain  is.  This  not  only  relieves  the  pain  of  the 
bowels,  but  even  clyfters  and  purgative  medicines, 
which  before  had  no  effect,  will  operate  when  the 
blifter  begins  to  rife. 

Fomentations  and  laxative  clyfters  are  by  no 
means  to  be  omitted.  The  patient’s  feet  and  legs 
fhould  frequently  be  bathed  in  warm  water:  and 
cloths  dipped  in  it  applied  to  his  belly.  Bladders 
filled  with  warm  water  may  likewife  be  applied  to 
the  region  of  the  navel,  and  warm  bricks,  or  bottles 
filled  with  warm  water,  to  the  foies  of  the  feet. 
The  clyfters  may  be  made  of  barley-water  or  thin 
gruel  with  fait,  and  foftened  with  fweet  oil  or  frefh 
butter.  Thefe  may  be  adminiftered  every  two  or 
three  hours,  or  oftener,  if  the  patient  continues 
coftive.  * 

If  the  difeafe  does  not  yield  to  clyfters  and  fo- 
mentations, recourfe  muft  be  had  to  pretty  ftronjg 
purgatives;  but  as  thefe,  by  irritating  the  bowels, 
-often  increafe  their  contra&ion,  and  by  that  means 
fruftrate  their  own  intention,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  join  them  with  opiates,  which,  by  allaying  the 
pain,  and  relaxing  the  fpafmodic  contra6Ii,ons  of 
the  guts,  greatly  aftift  the  operation  of  purga- 
tives in  this  cafe. 

What  anfwers  the  purpofe  of  opening  the  body 
very  well,  is  a folution  of  the  bitter  purging  fairs. 
Two  ounces  of  thefe  may  be  diftblved  in  an  Eng- 
lifh  pint  of  warm  water,  or  thin  gruel,  and  a teacup- 
ful of  it  taken  every  half  hour  till  it  operates.  Ac 
the  fame  time  fifteen,  twenty,  or  twenty-five  drops 
of  laudanum  may  be  given  in  a glafs  of  pepper- 
mint or  fimple  cinnamon-water,  to  appeafe  the  irri- 
tation, and  prevent  the  vomiting,  &c. 
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Adds  have  often  a very  happy  effedt  in  {laying 
the  vomiting,  and  appealing  the  other  violent  fymp- 
toms  of  this  difeafe.  It  will  therefore  be  of  ufe  to 
fharpen  the  patient's  drink  with  cream  of  tartar, 
juice  of  lemon;  or,  when  thefe  cannot  be  ob- 
tained, with  vinegar. 

But  it  often  happens  that  no  liquid  whatever  will 
flay  on  the  ftomach.  In  this  cafe  the  patient  mud 
take  purging  pills.  I have  generally  found  the 
following  anfwer  very  well : Take  jalap  in  powder, 
and  vitriolated  tartar,  of  each  half  a drachm,  opium 
one  grain,  Caftile  foap  as  much  as  will  make  the 
mafs  fit  for  pills.  Thefe  muft  be  taken  at  one 
dofe,  and  if  they  do  not  operate  in  a few  hours, 
the  dofe  may  be  repeated. 

If  a ftool  cannot  be  procured  by  any  of  the  above 
means,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  immerfe  the  patient 
in  warm  water  up  to  the  bread.  I have  often  feen 
this  fucceed  when  other  means  had  been  tried  in 
vain.  The  patient  mud  continue  in  tihe  water  as 
long  as  he  can  eafily  bear  it  without  fainting,  and 
if  one  immerfion  has  not  the  defired  effedl,  it  may 
be  repeated  as  foon  as  the  patient’s  ftrength  and 
fpirits  are  recruited.  It  is  more  fafe  for  him  to  go 
frequently  into  the  bath,  than  to  continue  too  long 
at  a time;  and  it  is  often  neceflary  to  repeat  it 
leveral  times  before  it  has  the  defired  effect. 

It  has  fometimes  happened,  after  all  other  means 
of  procuring  a dool  had  been  tried  to  no  purpofe, 
that  this  was  brought  about  by  immerfing  the  pa- 
tient’s lower  extremities  in  cold  water,  or  making 
him  walk  upon  a wet  pavement,  and  dafhing  his 
legs  and  thighs  with  the  cold  water.  This  method, 
when  others  fail,  at  lead  merits  a trial.  It  is  in- 
deed attended  with  fome  danger;  but  a doubtful 
remedy  is  better  than  none. 

In  defperate  cafes  it  is  common  to  give  quick- 
fllver.  This  may  be  given  to  the  quantity  of  feveral 
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ounces,  or  even  a pound,  but  fhould  not  exceed 
that*.  When  there  is  reafon  to  fuipeft  a mortifi- 
cation of  the  guts,  this  medicine  ought  not  to  be 
tried.  In  that  cafe  it  cannot  cure  the  patient,  and 
will  only  haflen  his  death.  But  when  the  obftruc- 
tion  is  occafioned  by  any  caufe  that  can  be  removed 
by  force,  quickfilver  is  not  only  a proper  medi- 
cine, but  the  bed:  that  can  be  adminiftered,  as  it  is 
the  fitted  body  we  know  for  making  its  way  through 
the  inteftinal  canal. 

If  the  difeafe  proceeds  from  a rupture,  the  patient 
muft  be  laid  with  his  head  very  low,  and  the  in- 
teflines  returned  by  gentle  prefifure  with  the  hand. 
If  this,  with  fomentations  and  cl y flees,  fhould  not 
fucceed,  recourfe  mull  be  had  to  a furgical  opera- 
tion, which  may  give  the  patient  relief. 

Such  as  would  avoid  this  excruciating  and  dan- 
gerous difeafe,  muft  take  care  never  to  be  too  long 
without  a ftool.  Some  who  have  died  of  it  have 
had  feveral  pounds  of  hard  dry  faces  taken  out  of 
their  guts.  They  fhould  likewife  beware  of  eating 
too  freely  of  four  or  unripe  fruits,  or  drinking 
dale  windy  liquors,  &c.  I have  known  it  brought 
on  by  living  too  much  on  baked  fruits,  which  are 
feldom  good.  It  likewife  proceeds  frequently  from 
cold  caught  by  wet  clothes,  &c.  but  efpecially  from 
wet  feet. 

OF  THE  COLIC. 

The  colic  has  a great  refemblance  to  the  two  pre- 
ceding difeafes,  both  in  its  fymptoms  and  method 
of  cure.  It  is  generally  attended  with  coflivenefs 

* When  quickfilver  is  given  in  too  large  quantities,  it  defeats 
its  own  intention,  as  it  drags  down  the  bottom  of  the  ftomach, 
which  prevents  it  getting  over  the  Pylorus.  In  this  cafe  the  pa- 
tient fiiould  be  hung  up  by  the  heels,  in  order  that  the  quick- 
filver may  be  difeharged  by  his  mouth. 
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and  acute  pain  of  the  bowels ; and  requires  di- 
luting diet,  evacuations,  fomentations,  &c. 

Colics  are  varioufly  denominated  according  to 
their  caufes,  as  the  flatulent , the  bilious , the  hyftericy 
the  nervotiSy  &c.  As  each  of  thefe  requires  a par- 
ticular method  of  treatment,  we  Hi  all  point  out 
their  moft  general  fymptoms,  and  the  means  to  be 
u fed  for  their  relief. 

The  flatulent , or  wind- colic,  is  generally  occa- 
fioned  by  an  indifcreet  ufe  of  unripe  fruits,  meats 
of  hard  digeftion,  windy  vegetables,  fermenting 
liquors,  and  fuch  like.  It  may  likewife  proceed 
from  an  obftru&ed  perfpiration,  or  catching  cold.* 
Delicate  people,  whole  digeftive  powers  are  weak, 
are  moft  liable  to  this  kind  of  colic. 

The  flatulent  colic  may  either  afife<ft  the  ftomach 
or  inteftines.  It  is  attended  with  a painful  ftretch- 
ing  of  the  aflfedted  part.  The  patient  feels  a 
rumbling  in  his  guts,  and  is  generally  relieved  by  a 
difcharge  of  wind,  either  upwards  or  downwards. 
The  pain  is  feldom  confined  to  any  particular  part, 
as  the  vapour  wanders  from  one  divifion  of  the 
bowels  to  another  till  it  finds  a vent. 

When  the  difeafe  proceeds  from  windy  liquor, 
green  fruit,  four  herbs,  or  the  like,  the  beft  medi- 
cine on  the  firft  appearance  of  the  fymptoms  is  a 
dram  of  brandy,  gin,  or  any  good  fpirits.  The  pa- 
tient fnould  likewife  fit  with  his  feet  upon  a warm 
hearth-ftone,  or  apply  warm  bricks  to  them ; and 
warm  cloths  may  be  applied  to  his  ftomach  and 
bowels. 

This  is  the  only  colk  wherein  ardent  fpirits,  fpi- 
ceries,  or  any  thing  of  a hot  nature,  may  be  ven- 
tured upon,-  Nor  indeed  are  they  to  be  ufed  here 
unlefs  at  the  very  beginning,  before  any  fymptoms 
of  inflammation  appear.  We  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  a colic  occafioned  by  wind  or  flatulent 
food  might  always  be  cured  by  fpirits  and  warm 
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liquors,  if  they  were  taken  immediately  upon  per- 
ceiving the  firft  uneafinefs  ; but  when  the  pain  has 
continued  for  a confiderable  time,  and  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  fear  an  inflammation  of  the  bowels  is  al- 
ready begun,  all  hot  things  are  to  be  avoided  as 
poifon,  and  the  patient  is  to  be  treated  in  the  fame 
manner  as  for  the  inflammation  of  the  inteftines. 

Several  kinds  of  food,  as  honey,  eggs,  & c.  oc- 
cafion  colics  in  fome  particular  conftitutions.  I 
have  generally  found  the  bed  method  of  cure  for 
thefe  was  to  drink  plentifully  of  fmall  diluting  li- 
quors, as  water  gruel,  fmall  poflfct,  water  with 
loaded  bread  foaked  in  it,  &c. 

Colics  which  proceed  from  excefs  and  indi- 
geftion  generally  cure  themfelves  by  occafioning 
vomiting  or  purging.  Thefe  difcharges  are  by  no 
means  to  be  flopped,  but  promoted  by  drinking 
plentifully  of  warm  water,  or  weak  poflet.  When 
their  violence  is  over,  the  patient  may  take  a dofe 
of  rhubarb,  or  any  other  gentle  purge,  to  carry  off 
the  dregs  of  his  debauch. 

Colics  which  are  opcafioned  by  wet  feet,  or  catch- 
ing cold,  may  generally  be  removed  at  the  begin- 
ning,  by  bathing  the  feet  and  legs  in  warm  water, 
and  drinking  luch  warm  diluting  liquors  as  will 
promote  the  perfpiration,  as  weak  wine  whey,  or 
water-gruel,  with  a fmall  quantity  of  fpirits  in 
it. 

Thofe  flatulent  colics,  which  prevail  fo  much 
among  country  people,  might  generally  be  pre- 
vented were  they  careful  to  change  their  clothes 
when  they  get  wet.  They  ought  likewife  to  take  a 
dram,  or  to  drink  fome  warm  liquor  after  eating 

any  kind  of  green  trafh.  We  do  not  mean  to 

recommend  the  pradtice  of  dram-drinking,  but  in 
this  cafe  ardent  fpirits  prove  a real  medicine,  and 
indeed  the  beft  that  can  be  adminiftered.  A glafs 
of  good  pepper*mint  water  will  have  nearly  the 

3 . fame 


298  OF  THE  COLIC. 


fame  cffedt  as  a glafs  of  brandy,  and  in  feme  cafes 
is  rather  to  be  preferred. 

The  bilious  colic  is  attended  with  very  acute  pains 
about  the  region  of  the  navel.  The  patient  com- 
plains of  great  third,  and  is  generally  coftive.  He 
vomits  a hot,  bitter,  yellow-coloured  bile,  which 
being  difeharged,  feems  to  afford  feme  relief,  but  is 
quickly  followed  by  the  fame  violent  pain  as  before. 
As  the  didemper  advances,  the  propenfny  to  vomit 
fometimes  increafes  fo  as  to  become  almod  conti- 
nual, and  the  proper  motion  of  the  intedincs  is  fo 
far  perverted,  that  there  are  all  the  fymptoms  of  an 
impending  iliac  paflion. 

If  the  patient  be  young  and  drong,  and  the  pulfe 
full  and  frequent,  it  will  be  proper  to  bleed,  after 
which  clyders  may  be  adminidered.  Clear  whey  or 
gruel,  diarpened  with  the  juice  of  lemon,  or  cream 
of  tartar,  mud  be  drank  freely.  Small  chicken- 
broth,  with  a little  manna  didblved  in  it,  or  a flight 
decodtion  of  tamarinds,  are  likewife  very  proper, 
or  any  other  thin,  acid,  opening  liquor. 

Befides  bleeding  and  plentiful  dilution,  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  foment  the  belly  with  cloths  dipped  in 
warm  water,  and  if  this  rhould  not  fucceed,  the  pa- 
tient mud  be  irnmerfed  up  to, the  bread  in  warm 
water. 

In  the  bilious  colic  the  vomiting  is  often  very 
difficult  to  redrain.  When  this  happens,  the  patient 
may  drink  a decodtion  of  toaded  bread,  or  an  infu- 
jfion  of  garden-mint  in  boiling  water.  Should  thefe 
not  have  the  defired  effedt,  the  faline  draught,  with 
a few  drops  of  laudanum,  in  it,  may  be  given,  and 
repeated  according  to  the  urgency  of  the  fymptoms. 
A fmalTquantity  of  Venice  treacle  may  be  fpread  in 
form  of  a cataplafm,  and  applied  to  the  pit  of  the 
ftomach.  Clyders,  with  a proper  quantity  of  Ve- 
nice treacle  cr  liquid  laudanum  in  them,  may  like- 
wife be  frequently  adminidered. 


The 
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The  hyfteric  colic  bears  a great  refemblance  tc  - 
bilious.  It  is  attended  with  acute  pains  about 
the  region  of  the  ftomach,  vomiting,  &c.  What 
the  patient  vomits  in  this  cafe  is  commonly  of  a 
greeniffi  colour.  There  is  a great  finking  of  the 
fpirits,  with  dejection  of  mind'  and  difficulty  of 
breathing,  which  are  the  characteriftic  fymptoms  of 
this  diforder.  Sometimes  it  is  accompanied  with 
the  jaundice,  but  this  generally  goes  off  of  its  own 
accord  in  a few  days. 

In  this  colic  all  evacuations,  as  bleeding,  purg- 
ing, vomiting,  &c.  do  hurt.  Every  thing  that 
weakens  the  patient,  or  finks  the  fpirits,  is  to  be 
avoided.  If  however  the  vomiting  lliould  prove 
violent,  lukewarm  water,  or  final!  poffet,  may  be 
drank  to  cleanfe  the  fiomach.  Afterwards  the  pa- 
tient may  take  fifteen,  twenty,  or  twenty-five  drops 
of  liquid  laudanum  in  a glafs  of  cinnamon  water. 
This  may  be  repeated  every  ten  or  twelve  hours  till 
the  fymptoms  abate. 

The  patient  may  likewife  take  four  or  five  of  the 
fcetid  pills  every  fix  hours,  and  drink  a cup  of  pen- 
ny-royal tea  after  them.  If  afafcetida  ffiould  prove 
difagreeable,  which  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  a tea- 
fpoonful  of  the  tincture  of  caftor  in  a cup  of  penny- 
royal tea,  or  thirty  or  forty  drops  of  the  balfam  of 
Peru  dropped  upon  a bit  of  foaf-fugar,  may  be 
taken  in  its  ftead.  The  anti-hyfteric  plafter  may 
alfo  be  ufed,  which  has  often  a good  effect*. 

The  nervous  colic  prevails  among  miners,  fmel- 
ters  of  lead,  plumbers,  the  manufacturers  of  white 
lead,  &c.  It  is  very  common  in  the  cyder  coun- 
ties of  England,  and  is  fuppofed  to^b£  occafioned 
by  the  leaden  veffels  ufed  in  preparing-that  liquor. 
It  is  likewife  a frequent  difeafe  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
where  it  is  termed  the  dry  belly-ache. 

* See  Appendix,  Anti-hyfteric  Plafter, 

$ * 
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No  difeafe  of  the  bowels  is  attended  with  more 
excruciating  pain  than  this.  Nor  is  it  foon  at  an 
end.  I have  , known  it  continue  eight  or  ten  days 
with  very  little  intermiffion,  the  body  all  the  while 
continuing  bound  in  fp ? c e of  medicine,  yet  at  length 
yield,  and  the  patient  recover  *.  It  generally  how- 
ever leaves  the  patient  weak,  and  often  ends  in  a 
palfy. 

The  general  treatment  of  this  difeafe  is  fo  nearly 
the  fame  with  that  of  the  iliac  paffion,  or  inflam- 
mation of  the  guts,  that  we  (hall  not  infill  upon  it. 
The  body  is  to  be  opened  by  mild  purgatives  given 
in  fmall  dofes,  and  frequently  repeated,  and  their 
operation  mu  11  be  affi(ted  by  foft  oily  clyfters,  fo- 
mentations, &c.  The  caftor  oil  is  reckoned  pecu- 
liarly proper  in  this  difeafe.  It  may  both  be  mixed 
with  the  clyfters  and  given  by  the  mouth  f. 

The  Barbadoes  tar  is  faid  to  be  an  efficacious 
medicine  in  this  complaint.  It  may  be  taken  to  the 
quantity  of  two  drachms  three  times  a day,  or 
oftner  if  the  ftomach  will  bear  it.  This  tar,  mixed 
with  an  equal  quantity  of  ftrong  rum,  is  iikewife 
proper  for  rubbing  the  fpine,  in  cafe  any  tingling, 
or  other  fymptoms  of  a palfy,  are  felt.  When  the 
tar  cannot  be  obtained,  the  back  may  be  rubbed 
with  (Irong  fpirits,  or  a little  oil  of  nutmegs  or  of 
jrofemary. 

If  the  patient  remains  weak  and  languid  after 
this  difeafe,  he  muft  rake  exercife  on  horfeback, 
and  ufe  an  infufion  of  the  Peruvian  bark  in  wine. 
When  the  difeafe  ends  in  a palfy,  the  Bath-waters 
are  found  to  be  extremely  proper. 

* As  the  fmoke  of  tobacco  thrown  into  the  bowels  will  often 
procure  a ftool  when  all  other  means  have  failed,  an  apparatus 
for  this  purpofe  ought  to  be  kept  by  every  furgeon.  It  may 
be  purchafed  at  a fmall  expence,  and  will  be  of  ferviee  in  feveral 
other  cafes,  as  the  recovery  of  drowned  perfons,  &c. 

f The  dofe  is  from  one  table  fpconful  to  two  or  three,  if 
neceiTary  to  open  the  body. 
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To  avoid  this  kind  of  colic,  people  mud  fhun 
all  four  fruits,  acids,  and  audere  liquors,  &c. 
Thofe  who  work  in  lead  ought  never  to  go  to 
their  bufinefs  fading,  and  their  food  fhould  be 
oily  or  fat.  They  may  take  a glafs  of  fallad 
oil,  with  a little  brandy  or  rum  every  morning, 
but  fhould  never  take  fpirits  alone.  Liquid  ali- 
ment is  bed  for  them ; as  fat  broths,  &c.  but 
low  living  is  bad.  They  fhould  frequently  go  a 
little  out  of  the  tainted  air;  and  fhould  never 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  codive.  In  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  it  has  been 
found  of  great  ufe,  for  preventing  this  colic,  to 
wear  a piece  of  dannel  round  the  waid,  and  to 
drink  an  infufion  of  ginger  by  way  of  tea.  • 

Sundry  other  kinds  of  this  difeafe  might  be 
mentioned,  but  too  many  didindtions  would  tend 
only  to  perplex  the  reader.  Thofe  already  men- 
tioned are  the  mod  material,  and  fhould  indeed 
be  attended  to,  as  their  treatment  is  very  differ- 
ent. But  even  perfons  who  are  not  in  a con- 
dition to  didinguiih  very  accurately  in  thefe  mat- 
ters, may  neverthelefs  be  of  great  fervice  to  pa- 
tients in  colics  of  every  kind,  by  only  obferving 
the  following  general  rules,  viz.  To  bathe  the 
feet  and  legs  in  warm  water;  to  apply  bladders 
filled  with  warm  water,  or  cloths  wrung  out  of 
it,  to  the  domach  and  bowels;  to  make  the  pa- 
tient drink  freely  of  diluting  mucilaginous  liquors; 
and  to  give  him  an  emollient  clyder  every  two  or 
three  hours.  Should  thefe  not  fucceed,  the  patient 
ought  to  be  immerfed  in  warm  water. 

INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  KIDNEYS. 

CAUSES. This  difeafe  may  proceed  from 

any  of  thofe  caufes  which  produce  an  inflammatory 

fever. 
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fever.  It  may  likewife  be  occafloned  by  wounds  or 
bruifes  of  the  kidneys;  fmall  (tones  or  gravel  lodg- 
ing within  them  ; by  (trong  diuretic  medicines  ; as 
fpirits  of  turpentine,  tindure  of  cantharides,  &c. 
Violent  motion,  as  hard  riding  or  walking,  efpe- 
cially  in  hot  weather,  or  whatever  drives  the  blood 
too  forcibly  into  the  kidneys,  may  occafion  this 
malady.  It  may  likewife  proceed  from  lying  too 
foft,  too  much  on  the  back,  involuntary  contrac- 
tions, or  fpafms,  in  the  urinary  veflels,  &c. 

SYMPTOMS. There  is  a (harp  pain  about 

the  region  of  the  kidneys,  with  fome  degree  of  fe- 
ver, and  a ftupor  or  dull  pain  in  the  thigh  of  the 
affeded  fide.  The  urine  is  at  flrd  clear,  and  after- 
wards of  a reddiffi  colour;  but  in  the  word  kind  of 
the  difeafe  it  generally  continues  pale,  is  pafled  with 
difficulty,  and  commonly  in  fmall  quantities  at  a 
time.  The  patient  feels  great  uneafinefs  when  he 
endeavours  to  walk  or  fit  upright.  He  lies  with 
mod  eafe  on  the  affeded  fide,  and  has  generally  a 
naufea  or  vomiting,  refembling  that  which  happens 
in  the  colic. 

This  difeafe  however  may  be  didinguifhed  from 
the  coiic  by  the  pain  being  feared  farther  back,  and 
by  the  difficulty  of  palling  urine  with  which  it  is 
condantly  attended. 

REGIMEN. —Every  thing  of  a heating  or 

ftimulating  nature  is  to  be  avoided.  The  food  mud 
be  thin  and  light;  as  panado,  fmall  brot.hs,  with 
mild  vegetables,  and  the  like.  Emollient  and  thin 
liquors  mud  be  plentifully  drank;  as  clear  whey,  or 
balm-tea  fweetened  with  honey,  decodions  of 
marfh-mallow  roots,  with  barley  and  liquorice, 
&c.  The  patient,  notwithdanding  the  vomiting, 
mud  condantly  keep  Tipping  fmall  quantities  of 
thefe  or  other  diluting  liquors.  Nothing  fo  fafely 
and  certainly  abates  the  inflammation,  and  expels 
the  obdruding  caufe,  as  copious  dilution.  The 

patient 
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patient  tauft  be  kept  eafy,  quiet,  and  free  from 
cold,  as  long  as  any  fymptoms  of  inflammation 
remain. 

MEDICINE. bleeding  is  generally  necef- 

fary,  efpecially  at  the  beginning.  Ten  or  twelve 
ounces  may  be  let  from  the  arm  or  foot  with  a lan- 
cet, and  if  the  pain  and  inflammation  continue,  the 
operation  may  be  repeated  in  twenty -four  hours, 
efpecially  if  the  patient  be  of  a full  habit.  Leeches 
may  likewife  be  applied  to  the  hemorrhoidal  veins, 
as  a difcharge  from  thefe  will  greatly  relieve  the 
patient. 

Cloths  dipped  in  warm  water,  or  bladders  filled 
with  it,  muft  be  applied  as  near  as  poflible  to  the 
part  affedted,  and  renewed  as  they  grow  cool.  If 
the  bladders  be  filled  with  a decodlion  of  mallows 
and  camomile  flowers,  to  which  a little  faffron  is 
added,  and  mixed  with  about  a third  part  of  new 
milk,  it  will  be  (till  more  beneficial. 

Emollient  clyfters  ought  frequently  to  be  admi- 
niftered  ; and  if  thefe  do  not  open  the  body,  a little 
fait  and  honey  or  manna  may  be  added  to  them. 

The  fame  courfe  is  to  be  followed  where  gravel  or 
Hone  is  lodged  in  the  kidney,  but  when  the  gravel 
or  ftone  is  feparated  from  the  kidney,  and  lodges  in 
the  Ureter*,  it  will  be  proper,  befides  the  fomen- 
tations,  to  rub  the  fmall  of  the  back  with  fweet  oil, 
and  to  give  gentle  diuretics  ; as  juniper-water  fweet- 
ened  with  the  fyrup  of  marfh-mallows : a tea- 
fpoonful  of  the  fweet  fpirits  of  nitre,  with  a few 
drops  of  laudanum,  may  now  and  then  be  put  in  a 
cup  of  the  patient’s  drink.  He  ought  likewife  to 
take  exercife  on  horfeback,  or  in  a carriage,  if  he 
be  able  to  bear  it. 

* The  Ureters  are  two  long  and  fmall  canals,  one  on  each  fide, 
which  carry  the  urine  from  the  bafon  of  the  kidneys  to  the  b, ad- 
der. They  2re  fometimes  obftrudled  by  fmall  pieces  of  gravel 
tilling  down  from  the  kidneys,  and  lodging  in  them. 
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When  the  difeafe  is  protracted  beyond  the  feventh 
or  eighth  day,  and  the  patient  complains  of  a flupor 
and  heavinefs  of  the  part,  has  frequent  returns  of 
chillneis,  fhivering?  &c.  there  is  reafon  to  fufpeCt 
that  matter  is  forming  in  the  kidney,  and  that  an 
abfcefs  will  enfue. 

When  matter  in  the  urine  fhews  that  an  ulcer  is 
already  formed  in  the  kidney,  the  patient  muft  be 
careful  to  abftain  from  all  acrid,  four,  and  falted  pro- 
vifions  ; and  to  live  chiefly  upon  mild  mucilaginous 
herbs  and  fruits,  together  with  the  broth  of  young 
animals,  made  with  barley,  and  common  pot-herbs, 
&c.  His  drink  may  be  whey,  and  butter-milk 
that  is  not  four.  The  latter  is  by  fome  reckoned 
a,  fpecific  remedy  in  ulcers  of  the  kidneys.  To  an- 
fwer  this  character,  however,  it  muft  be  drank  for 
a confiderable  time.  Chalybeate  waters  have  like- 
wife  been  found  beneficial  in  this  difeafe.  This 
medicine  is  eafily  obtained,  as  it  is  found  in  every 
part  of  Great  Britain*  It  mufl:  likewife  be  ufed  for 
a confiderable  time,  in  order  to  produce  any  falu- 
tary  effeCls. 

Thofe  who  are  liable  to  frequent  returns  of  inflam- 
mation, or  obftruCtions  of  the  kidneys,  mufl  abftain 
from  wines,  efpecially  fuch  as  abound  with  tartar; 
and  their  food  ought  to  be  light,  and  of  eafy  digef- 
tion.  They  fhould  ufe  moderate  exercife,  and 
Ihould  not  lie  too  hot,  nor  too  much  on  their  back. 

INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  BLADDER. 

The  inflammation  of  the  bladder  proceeds,  in  a 
great  meafure,  from  the  fame  caules  as  that  of  the 
kidneys.  It  is  known  by  an  acute  pain  towards 
the  bottom  of  the  belly,  and  difficulty  of  paffing 
urine,  with  fome  degree  of  fever,  a conflant  in- 
clination to  go  to  {tool,  and  a perpetual  defire 
to  make  water. 
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This  difeafe  mull  be  treated  on  the  fame  princi- 
ples as  the  one  immediately  preceding.  The  diet 
mud  be  light  and  thin,  and  the  drink  of  a cooling 
nature.  Bleeding  is  very  proper  at  the  beginning, 
and  in  robuft  conftitutions  it  will  often  be  neceflary 
to  repeat  it.  The  lower  part  of  the  belly  fhould  be 
fomented  with  warm  water,  or  a decodtion  of  mild 
vegetables;  and  emollient  clyfters  ought  frequently 
to  be  adminiftered,  &c. 

The  patient  fhould  abdain  from  every  thing  that 
is  of  a hot,  acrid  and  ftimulating  quality,  and 
fhould  live  entirely  upon  fmall  broths,  gruels,  or 
mild  vegetables. 

A ftoppage  of  urine  may  proceed  from  other 
caufes  befides  an  inflammation  of  the  bladder;  as  a 
fwelling  of  the  hemorrhoidal  veins;  hard  faces 
lodged  in  the  reftum\  a done  in  the  bladder;  excre- 
fcences  in  the  urinary  paflages,  a palfy  of  the  blad- 
der, hyderic  affections,  &c.  Each  of  thefe  requires 
a particular  treatment,  which  does  notTall  under 
our  prefent  confideration.  We  fhall  only  obferve, 
that  in  all  of  them  mild  and  gentle  applications  are 
the  fafed,  as  drong  diuretic  medicines,  or  things  of 
an  irritating  nature,  generally  increafe  the  danger. 
I have  known  fome  perfons  kill  themfelves  by  in- 
troducing probes  into  the  urinary  paflages,  to  re^ 
move,  as  they  thought,  fomewhat  that  obftrudted 
the  difcharge  of  urine,  and  others  bring  on  a violent 
inflammation  of  the  bladder,  by  ufing  drong  diure- 
tics, as  oil  of  turpentine,  &c.  for  that  purpofe. 

INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  LIVER. 

The  liver  is  lefs  fubjedf  to  inflammation  than  mod 
of  the  other  vifcera,  as  in  it  the  circulation  is  flow- 
er; but  when  an  inflammation  does  happen,  it  is 
with  difficulty  removed,  and  often  ends  in  a fup- 
puration  or  fcirrhus. 
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CAUSES.— Befides  the  common  caufes  of  in- 
flammation, we  may  here  reckon  the  following,  viz. 
exceffive  fatnefs,  a fcirrhus  of  the  liver  itfelf,  vio- 
lent fhocks  from  flrong  vomits  when  the  liver  was 
before  on  found,  art  aduft  or  atrabiliarian  (late  of 
the  blood,  any  thing  that  fuddenly  cools  the  liver 
after  it  has  been  greatly  heated,  ftones  obtruding 
the  courfe  of  the  bile,  drinking  ftrong  wines  and 
fpirituous  liquors,  ufing  hot  fpicy  aliment,  obfti- 
nate  hypochondriacal  affedions,  &c. 

SYMPTOMS.— This,  difeafe  is  known  by  a 
painful  tenfion  of  the  right  fide  under  the  falfe  ribs, 
attended  with  fume  degree  of  fever,  a fenfe  of 
weight,  or  fulnefs  of  the  part,  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, loathing  of  food,  great  third,  with  a pale  or 
yellowiih  colour  of  the  fkin  and  eyes. 

The  fympioms  here  are  various,  according  to  the 
degree  of  inflammation,  and  likewife  according  to 
the  particular  part  of  the  liver  where  the  inflamma- 
tion happens.  Sometimes  the  pain  is  fo  inconfider- 
able,  that  an  inflammation  is  not  fo  much  as  fuf- 
peded  ; but  when  it  happens  in  the  upper  or  convex 
part  of  the  liver,  the  pain  is  more  acute,  the  pulfe 
quicker,  and  the  patient  is  often  troubled  with  a 
dry  cough,  a hiccup,  and  a pain  extending  to  the 
fhoulder,  with  difficulty  of  lying  on  the  left  fide,  &c. 

This  difeafehmay  be  diflinguiffied  from  the  pleu- 
rify  by  the  pain  being  lefs  violent,  feated  under  the 
falfe  ribs,  the  puife  not  fo  hard,  and  by  the  diffi- 
culty of  lying  on  the  left  fide.  It  may  be  diffiin- 
guiffied  from  the  hyfleric  and  hypochondriac  difor- 
ders  by  the  degree  of  fever  with  which  it  is  always 
attended. 

This  difeafe,  if  properly  treated,  is  fcldom  mor- 
tal. A conftant  hiccuping,  violent  fever,  and  ex- 
ceffive  third:,  are  bad  fymptoms.  If  it  ends  in  a 
fuppu  ration,  and  the  matter  cannot  be  difcharged 
outwardly,  the  danger  is  great.  When  the  fcirrhus^ 
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of  the  liver  enfues,  the  patient,  if  he  obferves  a 
proper  reginnen,  may  neverthekfs  live  a number  of 
years  tolerably  eafy;  but  if  he  indulge  in  animal 
food  and  drong  liquors,  or  take  medicines  of  an 
acrid  or  irritating  nature,  the  lcirrhus  will  be  con- 
verted into  a cancer,  which  mud  infallibly  prove 
fatal. 

REGIMEN. The  fame  regimen  is  to  be  ob- 

ferved  in  this  as  in  other  inflammatory  diforders. 
Ail  hot  things  are  to  be  carefully  avoided,  and  cool 
diluting  liquors,  as  whey,  barley-water,  &c.  drank 
freely.  The  food  mud  be  light  and  thin,  and  the 
Jbody,  as  well  as  the  mind,  kept  eafy  and  quiet. 

MEDICINE. Bleeding  is  proper  at  the  be- 

ginning of  this  difeafe,  and  it  will  often  be  necelfary, 
even  though  the  pulfe  fhould  not  feel  hard,  to  repeat 
it.  All  violent  purgatives  are  to  be  avoided ; the 
body  however  mud  be  kept  gently  open.  A decoc- 
tion of  tamarinds,  with  a little  honey  or  manna, 
will  anfwer  this  purpofe  very  well.  The  fide  affect- 
ed mud  be  fomented  in  the  manner  dire&ed  in  the 
foregoing  difeafes.  Mild  laxative  clyders  fhould 
be  frequently  adminidered;  and,  if  the  pain  fhould 
notwithstanding  continue  violent,  a blidering  plader 
may  be  applied  over  the  part  affeded  $ or  rather  a 
plader  made  of  gum  ammoniac  and  vinegarof  fquills. 

Medicines  which  promote  the  fecretion  of  urine 
have  a very  good  effed  here.  For  this  purpofe  half 
a drachm  of  purified  nitre,  or  a tea-fpoonful  of  the 
fweet  fpirits  of  nitre,  may  be  taken  in  a cup  of  the 
patient's  drink  three  or  four  times  a-day. 

^ When  there  is  an  inclination  to  fweat,  it  ought 
‘to  be  promoted,  but  not  by  warm  fudorifics.  The 
only  thing  to  be  ufed  for  that  purpofe  is  plenty  of 
diluting  liquors  drank  about  the  warmth  of  the  hu- 
man blood.  Indeed  the  patient  in  this  cafe,  as  well 
as  in  all  other  topical  inflammations,  ought  to  drink 
nothing  that  is  colder  than  the  blood. 
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If  the  (tools  fhould  be  loofe,  and  even  ftreaked 
with  blood,  no  means  muft  be  ufed  to  (top  them, 
nnlefs  they  be  fo  frequent  as  to  weaken  the  patient, 
l.oo fe  (tools  often  prove  critical,  and  carry  off  the 
difeafe. 

If  an  abfcefs  or  impofthume  is  formed  in  the  liver, 
all  methods  fhould  be  tried  to  make  it  break  and 
difcharge  itfelf  outwardly,  as  fomentations,  the  ap-  !' 
plication  of  poultices,  ripening  cataplafms, 
Sometimes  indeed  the  matter  of  an  abfcefs  comes 
away  in  the  urine,  and  fometimes  it  is  difcharged 
by  (tool,  but  thefe  are  efforts  of  Nature  which  no 
means  can  promote.  When  the  abfcefs  burfts  into 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  at  large,  death  muft  enfue* 
nor  will  the  event  be  more  favourable  when  the  ab- 
fcefs  is  opened  by  an  incifion,  uolefs  in  cafes  where 
the  liver  adheres  to  the  peritonaeum , fo  as  to  form  a 
bag  for  the  matter,  and  prevent  it  from  falling  into 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen \ in  which  cafe  opening 
the  abfcefs  by  a fufficiently  large  incifion  will  pro- 
bably fave  the  patient’s  life*. 

If  the  diforder,  in  fpite  of  all  endeavours  to  the 
contrary,  fhould  end  in  a fcirrhus,  the  patient  muft 
be  careful  to  regulate  his  diet,  &x.  in  fuch  a manner 
as  not  to  aggravate  the  difeafe.  He  muft  not  in- 
dulge in  fleih,  fifh,  ftrong  liquors,  or  any  highly 
feafoned  or  faked  provifions;  but  fhould,  for  the 
moft  part,  live  on  mild  vegetables,  as  fruits  and 
roots,  taking  gentle  exercife,  and  drinking  whey, 
barley-water,  or  butter  milk.  If  be  takes  any  thing 
ftronger,  ic  fhould  be  fine  mild  ale,  which  is  lefs 
heating  than  wines  or  fpirits. 

We  (hall  take  no  notice  of  inflammations  of  the 
other  vifceru.  They  muft  in  general  be  treated  upon 
the  fame  principles  as  tho(e  already  mentioned. 

• I know  a gentleman  who  has  had  feveral  abfcefles  of  the 
liver  opened,  and  i3  now'  aflrong  and  healthy  man,  though  above 
eighty  years  of  age. 
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The  chief  rule  with  refpedt  to  all  of  them,  is  to  let 
blood,  to  avoid  every  thing  that  is  ftrong,  or  of  a 
heating  nature,  to  apply  warm  fomentations  to  the 
part  affedted,  and  to  caufe  the  patient  to  drink  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  warm  diluting  liquors. 


C H A P.  XXXI. 

OF  THE  CHOLERA  MORBUS,  AND  OTHER 
EXCESSIVE  DISCHARGES  FROM  THE 
STOMACH  AND  BOWELS. 

THE  cholera  morbus  is  a violent  purging  and  vo- 
^ miting,  attended  with  gripes,  ficknelY,  and  a 
conftant  defire  to  go  to  ftool.  It  comes  on  fud- 
denly,  and  is  mod  common  in  autumn.  There  is 
hardly  any  diffafe  that  kills  more  quickly  than  this, 
when  proper  means  are  not  ufed  in  due  time  for 
removing  it. 

CAUSES. It  is  occafioned  by  a redundancy 

and  putrid  acrimony  of  the  bile;  cold;  food  that 
eafily  turns  rancid  or  four  on  the  ftomach;  as  but- 
ter, bacon,  fweet-meats,  cucumbers,  melons,  cher- 
ries, and  other  cold  fruits*.  It  is  fometimes  the 
effedt  of  ftrong  acrid  purges  or  vomits,  or  of  poi- 
fonous  fubftances  taken  into  the  ftomach.  It  may 
likewife  proceed  from  violent  paflions  or  affldtions 
of  the  mind;  as  fear,  anger,  &c. 

SYMPTOMS. It  is  generally  preceded  bv  x 

cardialgiay  or  heart-burn,  four  belchings,  and  fla- 
tulencies, with  pain  of  the  ftomach  and . inteftines. 
To  thefe  fucceed  excefiive  vomiting,  and  purging 

* I have  been  twice  brought  to  the  gates  of  death  by  this  dif- 
cafe,  and  both  times  it  was  occafior.ed  by  eating  rancid  bacon. 
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of  green,  yellow,  or  blackifh  coloured  bile,  with  a 
diflenfion  of  the  ftomach,  and  violent  griping  pains. 
There  is  likewife  a great  third,  with  a very  quick 
unequal  pulfe,  and  often  a fixed  acute  pain  about 
the  region  of  the  navel.  As  the  difeafe  advances, 
the  pulle  often  finks  fo  low  as  to  become  quite  im- 
perceptible, the  extremities  grow  cold,  or  cramped, 
and  are  often  covered  with  a clammy  fweat,  the 
urine  is  obftrudled,  and  there  is  a palpitation  of  the 
heart.  Violent  hiccupping,  fainting,  and  convul- 
fions,  are  the  figns  of  approaching  death. 

MEDICINE. At  the  beginning  of  this  dif- 

eafe the  efforts  of  Nature  to  expel  the  offending 
caufe  fhould  be  alfifted,  by  promoting  the  purging 
and  vomiting.  For  this  purpofe  the  patient  mu  ft 
drink  freely  of  diluting  liquors;  as  whey,  butter- 
milk, warm  water,  thin  water-gruel,  fmall  poffet, 
or,  what  is  perhaps  preferable  to  any  of  them,  very 
weak  chicken  broth.  This  fhould  not  only  be 
drank  plentifully  to  promote  the  vomiting,  but  a 
clyfter  of  it  given  every  hour  in  order  to  promote 
the  purging. 

After  thefe  evacuations  have  been  continued  for 
feme  time,  a deco&ion  of  toafted  oat- bread  may 
be  drank  to  flop  the  vomiting.  The  bread  fhould 
be  toafted  till  it  is  of  a brown  colour,  and  after- 
wards boiled  in  fpring  water.  If  oat-bread  cannot 
be  had,  wheat-bread,  or  oat-meal  well  toafted, 
may  be  ufed  in  its  ftead.  If  this  does  not  put  a flop 
to  the  vomiting,  two  tabie-fpoonfuls  of  the  faline 
julep,  with  ten  drops  of  laudanum,  may  be  taken 
every  hour  till  it  ceafes. 

The  vomiting  and  purging  however  ought  never 
to  be  flopped  too  foon.  As  long  as  thefe  dif- 
charges  do  not  weaken  the  patient,  they  are  falu- 
tary,  and  may  be  allowed  to  go  on,  or  rather  ought 
to  be  promoted.  But  when  the  patient  is  weak- 
ened by  the  evacuations,  which  may  be  known 
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from  the  finking  of  his  pulfe,  &c.  recourfe  muft 
imrhediately  be  had  to  opiates,  as  recommended 
above;  to  which  may  be  added  ftrong  wines,  with 
fpirituous  cinnamon-waters,  and  other  generous 
cordials.  Warm  negus,  or  ftrong  wine-whey,  will 
Jikewife  be  nectflary  to  fupport  the  patient’s  Iprirs, 
and  promote  the  perfpiration.  His  legs  fhould  be 
bathed  in  warm  water,  and  afterwards  rubbed  with 
flannel  cloths,  or  wrapped  in  waj*m  blankets,  and 
warm  bricks  applied  to  the  foies  of  his  feet.  Flan- 
nels wrung  out  of  warm  fpirituous  fomentations 
fhould  likewife  be  applied  to  the  region  of  the  fto- 
mach. 

When  the  violence  of  the  difeafe  is  over,  to  pre- 
vent a relapfe,  it  will  be  neccfiary  for  fome  time 
to  continue  the  ufe  of  fmall  doles  of  laudanum. 
Ten  or  twelve  drops  may  be  taken  in  a glafs  of 
wine,  at  lead  twice  a day,  for  eight  or  ten  days. 
The  patient’s  food  ought  to  be  nourifhing,  but 
taken  in  fmall  quantities,  and  he  fhould  ufe  mode- 
rate exercife.  As  the  ftomach  and  inteftines  are. 
generally  much  weakened,  an  infufton  of  the  bark, 
or  other  bitters,  in  fmall  wine,  fharpened  with  the 
elixir  of  vitriol,  may  be  drank  for  fome  time. 

Though  phyficians  are  leldom  called  in  due  time 
in  this  difeafe,  they  ought  not  to  defpair  of  re- 
lieving the  patient  even  in  the  moft  defperate  cir- 
cumftances.  Of  this  I lately  faw  a very  linking 
proof  in  an  old  man  and  his  fon,  who  had  been 
both  feized  with  it  about  the  middle  of  the  night. 
I did  not  fee  them  till  next  morning,  when  they 
had  much  more  the  appearance  of  dead  than  of 
living  men.  No  pulfe  could  be  felt*,  the  extremi- 
ties were  cold  and  rigid;  the  countenance  was 
ghaftly,  and  the  ftrength  almoft  quite  exhaufted. 
Yet  from  this  deplorable  condition  they  were  both 
recovered  by  the  ufe  of  opiates  and  cordial  medi- 
cines. 
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A loofenefs,  in  many  cafes,  is  not  to  be  eonfi- 
dered  as  a difeafe,  but  rather  as  a faiutary  eva- 
cuation. It  ought  therefore  never  to  be  (lopped, 
unlefs  when  it  continues  too  long,  or  evidently 
weakens  the  patient.  As  this  however  fometimes 
happens,  we  (hall  point  out  the  mod  common 
caufes  of  a loofenefs,  with  the  proper  method  of 
treatment. 

When  a loofenefs  is  occafioned  by  catching  cold, 
or  an  obftru£ted  perfpiration,  the  patient  ought  to 
keep  warm,  to  drink  freely  of  weak  diluting  li- 
quors, to  bathe  his  feet  and  legs  frequently  in  luke- 
warm water,  to  wear  flannel  next  his  (kin,  and  to 
take  every  other  method  to  reftore  the  perfpira- 
tion. 

In  a loofenefs  which  proceeds  from  excefs  or  re- 
pletion, a vomit  is  the  proper  medicine.  Vomits 
not  only  cleanfe  the  (lomach,  but  promote  all  the 
fecretions,  which  renders  them  of  great  import- 
ance in  carrying  off  a debauch.  Half  a drachm  of 
ipecacuanha  in  powder  will  anfwer  this  purpofe 
very  well.  A day  or  two  after  the  vomit,  the 
fame  quantity  of  rhubarb  may  be  taken,  and  re- 
peated  two  or  three  times,  if  the  loofenefs  conti- 
nues. The  patient  ought  to  live  upon  light  vege- 
table food  of  eafy  digeftion,  and  to  drink  whey^ 
thin  gruel,  or  barley-water. 

A loofenefs,  occafioned  by  the  obftru£lion  of  any 
cuftomary  evacuation,  generally  requires  bleeding. 
If  that  does  not  fucceed,  other  evacuations  may  be 
fubftituted  in  the  room  of  thofe  which  are  ob- 
flrudled.  At  the  fame  time,  every  method  is  to  be 
taken  to  reftore  the  ufuai  difcharges,  as  not  only 
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the  cure  of  the  difeafe,  but  the  patient’s  life,  may 
depend  on  this. 

A periodical  loofenefs  ought  never  to  be  flopped. 

It  is  always  an  effort  of  Nature  to  carry  off  fome 
offending  matter,  which,  if  retained  in  the  body, 
might  have  fatal  efifedfs,  Children  are  very  liable 
to  this  kind  of  loofenefs,  efpecially  while  teething. 
It  is  however  fo  far  from  being  hurtful  to  them, 
that  fuch  children  generally  get  their  teeth  with 
lead  trouble.  If  thefe  loofe  {fools  fhould  at  any 
time  prove  four  or  griping,  a tea-fpoonful  of  mag- 
nefia  alba,  with  four  or  five  grains  of  rhubarb,  may 
be  given  to  the  child  in  a little  panado,  or  any  other 
food.  This,  if  repeated  three  or  four  times,  will 
generally  corredt  the  acidity,  and  carry  off  the 
griping  (fools. 

A diarrhoea,  or  loofenefs,  which  proceeds  from 
violent  pafiions  or  affedfions  of  the  mind,  muff  be 
treated  with  the  greateff  caution.  Vomits  in  this 
cafe  are  highly  improper.  Nor  are  purges  fafe, 
unlefs  they  be  very  mild,  and  given  in  fmall  quan- 
tities. Opiates,  and  other  antifpafmodic  medicines, 
are  mod  proper.  Ten  or  twelve  drops  of  liquid 
laudanum  may  be  taken  in  a cup  of  valerian  or 
penny-royal  tea  every  eight  or  ten  hours,  till  the 
fymptoms  abate.  Eafe,  cheerfulnefs,  and  tran- 
quillity of  mind,  are  here  of  the  greated  import- 
ance. 

When  a loofenefs  proceeds  from  acrid  or  poifon- 
ous  fubftances  taken  into  the  domach,  the  patient 
mud  drink  large  quantities  of  diluting  liquors, 
with  oil  or  fat  broths,  to  promote  vomiting  and 
purging.  Afterwards,  if  there  be  reafon  to  fuf- 
pedt  that  the  bowels  are  inflamed,  bleeding  will  be 
necefiary.  Small  dofes  of  laudanum  may  likewife 
be  taken  to  remove  their  irritation. 

When  the  gout,  repelled  from  the  extremities, 
©ccafions  a loofenefs,  it  ought  to  be  promoted  by 
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gentle  doles  of  rhubarb,  or  other  mild  purgatives. 
The  gouty  matter  islikewife  to  be  folieited  towards 
the  extremities  by  warm  fomentations,  cataplafms, 
&c.  The  perfpiration  ought  at  the  fame  time  to 
be  promoted  by  warm  diluting  liquors;  as  wine- 
whey,  with  fpirits  of  hartlhorn,  or  a few  drops  of 
liquid  laudanum,  in  it. 

When  a loofenefs  proceeds  from  worms,  which 
mav  be  known  from  the  (liminefs  of  the  ftuols, 
mixed  with  pieces  of  decayed  worms,  &c.  medi- 
cines muft  be  given  to  kill  and  carry  off  thefe  ver- 
min, as  the  powder  of  tin  with  purges  of  rhubarb 
and  calomel.  Afterwards  lime-water,  either  alone, 
or  with  a fmali  quantity  of  rhubarb  infufed,  will 
be  proper  to  (Lengthen  the  bowels,  and  prevent 
the  new  generation  of  worms, 

A loofenefs  is  often  occafioned  by  drinking  bad 
water.  When  this  is  the  cafe,  the  difeafe  gene- 
rally proves  epidemical.  When  there  is  reafon  to 
believe  that  this  or  any  other  difeafe  proceeds  from 
the  ufe  of  unwholefome  water,  it  ought  immedi- 
ately to  be  changed,  or,  if  that  cannot  be  done,  it 
may  be  corrected  by  mixing  with  it  quick- lime, 
chalk,  or  the  like. 

In  people  whofe  ftomachs  are  weak,  violent  exer- 
cife  immediately  after  eating  will  occafion  a loofe- 
nefs. Though  the  cure  of  this  is  obvious,  yet  it 
will  be  proper,  befides  avoiding  violent  exercife, 
to  ufe  fuch  medicines  as  tend  to  brace  and  (Length- 
en the  (tomach,  as  infufions  of  the  bark,  with  other 
bitter  and  aftringent  ingredients,  in  white-wine. 
Such  perfons  ought  likewife  to  take  frequently  a 
glafs  or  two  of  old  red  port,  or  good  claret. 

From  whatever  caufe  a loofenefs  proceeds,  when 
it  is  found  neceiTary  to  check  it,  the  diet  ought  to 
confift  of  rice  boiled  with  milk,  and  flavoured  with 
cinnamon;  rice-jelly,  fago  with  red  port;  and 
the  lighter  forts  of  flefh  meat  roaited.  The  drink 
3 may 
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may  be  thfti  water-gruel,  rice-water,  or  weak  broth 
made  from  lean  veal,  or  with  a fheep’s  head,  as  be- 
ing more  gelatinous  than  mutton,  beef,  or  chicken- 
broth. 

Perfons  who,  from  a peculiar  weaknefs,  or  too 
great  an  irritability  of  the  bowels,  are  liable  to 
frequent  returns  of  this  dileafe,  fhould  live  tem- 
perately, avoiding  crude  fummer  fruits,  all  un- 
wholefome  food,  and  meats  of  hard  digeftion.  They 
ought  likewife  to  bev/are  of  cold,  moiilure,  or 
whatever  may  obftru6t  the  perforation,  and  fhould 
wear  flannel  next  their  ikin.  All  violent  paflions, 
as  fear,  anger,  &c.  are  likewife  carefully  to  be 
guarded  againft. 

OF  VOMITING. 

Vomiting  may  proceed  from  various  caufes;  as 
excefs  in  eating  and  drinking;  foulnefs  of  the  fto- 
machj  the  acrimony  of  the  aliments*,  a tranflation 
of  the  morbific  matter  of  ulcers,  of  the  gout,  the 
eryfipelas,  or  other  difeafes,  to  the  fiomach.  It 
may  likewife  proceed  from  a loofenefs  having  been 
too  fuddenly  flopped;  from  the  ftoppage  of  any 
c'uftomary  evacuation,  as  the  bleeding  piles,  the 
menfes , &c.  from  a weaknefs  of  the  ftomach,  the 
colic,  the  iliac  paflion,  a rupture,  a fit  of  the  gra- 
vel, worms;  or  from  any  kind  of  poifon  taken  into 
, the  ftomach.  It  is  an  ulual  fymptom  of  injuries 
done  to  the  brain;  as  contufions,  compreflions,  &c. 
It  is  likewife  a fymptom  of  wounds  or  inflamma- 
tions of  the  diaphragm,  inteftines,  fpleen,  liver, 
kidneys,  &c. 

Vomiting  may  be  occafioned  by  unufual  mo- 
tions; as  failing,  being  drawn  backwards  in  a car- 
riage, &c.  It  may  likewife  be  excited  by  vio- 
lent pafiions,  or  by  the  idea  of  naufeous  or  difagree- 
able  pbjeds,  efpecially  of'fuch  things  as  have  for- 
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nrterly  produced  vomiting.  Sometimes  it  proceeds- 
from  a regurgitation  of  the  bile  into  the  ftomach; 
in  this  c ale,  what  the  patient  vomits  is  generally 
of  a yellow  or  greenifh  colour,  and  has  a bitter 
tafle.  Perfons  who  are  fubje-dt  to  nervous  affec- 
tions are  often  fuddenly  feized  with  violent  fits  of 
vomiting.  Laftly,  vomiting  is  a common  fymp- 
tom  of  pregnancy.  In  this  cafe  it  generally  comes 
on  about  two  weeks  after  the  ftoppage  of  the 
menjesy  and  continues  during  the  fir  It  three  or  four 
months. 

When  vomiting  proceeds  from  a foul  ftomach  or 
indigeftion,  it  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  a difeafe, 
but  as  the  cure  of  a difeafe.  It  ought  therefore  to 
be  promoted  by  drinking  lukewarm  water,  or  thin 
gruel.  If  this  does  not  put  a ftop  to  the  vomiting, 
a dofe  of  ipecacuanha  may  be  taken,  and  worked 
off  with  weak  camomile-tea 

When  the  retroceffion  of  the  gout,  or  the  ob- 
ftrudtion  of  cuftomary  evacuations,  occafion  vo- 
miting, all  means  mufl  be  ufed  to  reftore  thefe  dif- 
charges;  or,  if  that  cannot  be  effe&ed,  their  place 
muft  be  fupplied  by  others,  as  bleeding,  purging, 
bathing  the  extremities  in  warm  water,  opening 
iffues,  fetons,  perpetual  blifters,  &c. 

When  vomiting  is  the  effedt  of  pregnancy,  it 
may  generally  be  mitigated  by  bleeding,  and  keep- 
ing the  body  gently  open.  The  bleeding  however 
ought  to  be  in  fmall  quantities  at  a time,  and  the 
purgatives  fhould  be  of  the  mildefl  kind,  as  figs, 
Hewed  prunes,  manna,  or  fenna.  Pregnant  wo- 
men are  moft  apt  to  vomit  in  the  morning,  imme- 
diately after  getting  out  of  bed,  which  is  owing 
partly  to  the  change  of  poflure,  but  more  to  the 
empeinefs  of  the  ftomach.  It  may  generally  be 
prevented  by  taking  a difh  of  coffee,  tea,  or  feme 
light  breakfaft  in  bed.  Pregnant  women  who  are  af- 
flidted  with  vomiting  ought  to  be  kept  eafy  both  in 
5 body 
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body  and  mind.  They  fhquld  neither  allow  their 
ftomachs  to  be  quite  empty,  nor  fhould  they  eac 
much  at  once.  Cold  water  19  a very  proper  drink 
in  this  cafe;  if  the  ftomach  be  weak,  a little  brandy 
may  be  added  to  it.  If  the  fpirits  are  low,  and 
the  perfon  apt  to  faint,  a fpoonful  of  cinnamon- 
water,  with  a little  marmalade  of  quinces  or  oranges^ 
may  be  taken. 

If  vomiting  proceeds  from  weaknefs  of  the  fto- 
mach,  bitters  will  be  of  fervice.  Peruvian  bark 
infufed  in  wine  or  brandy,  with  as  much  rhubarb  as 
will  keep  the  body  gently  open,  is  an  excellent  me- 
dicine in  this  cafe.  The  elixir  of  vitriol  is  alfo  a 
good  medicine.  It  may  be  taken  in  the  dofe  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  drops,  twice  or  thrice  a day,  in  a 
glafs  of  wine  or  water.  Habitual  vomitings  are 
fometimes  alleviated  by  making  oyfters  a principal 
part  of  diet. 

A vomiting,  which  proceeds  from  acidities  in  the 
ftomach,  is  relieved  by  alkaline  purges.  The  belt 
medicine  of  this  kind  is  the  magnefia  alba,  a tea- 
fpoonful  of  which  may  be  taken  in  a difh  of  tea  or 
a little  milk,  three  or  four  times  a day,  or  oftener 
if  neceflary,  to  keep  the  body  open. 

When  vomiting  proceeds  from  violent  pafiions, 
or  affedtions  of  the  mind,  all  evacuants  muft  be 
carefully  avoided,  efpecially  vomits.  Thefe  are 
exceedingly  dangerous.  The  patient  in  this  cafe 
ought  to  be  kept  perfedtly  eafy  and  quiet,  to  have 
the  mind  foothed,  and  to  take  fome  gentle  cordial, 
as  negus,  or  a little  brandy  and  water,  to  which  a 
few  drops  of  laudanum  may  occafionally  be 
added. 

When  vomiting  proceeds  from  fpafmodic  affec- 
tions of  the  ftomach,  mufk,  caftor,  and  other 
antifpafmodic  medicines,  are  of  ufe.  Warm  and 
aromatic  plafters  have  likewile  a good  effedt.  The 
ftomach-plafter  of  the  London  or  Edinburgh  dif- 

penfatory 
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penfatory  may  be  applied  to  the  pit  of  the  domach’, 
or  a '...pi after  of  theriacai  which,  will  anfwer  rather 
better.  Aromatic  medicines  may  likewife  be  taken 
inwardly,  as  cinnamon  or  mint  tea,  wine  with 
fpiceries  boiled  in  it,  &c.  The  region  of  the  flo- 
mach  may  be  rubbed  with  aether,  or,  if  that  can- 
not be  had,  with  ftrong  brandy,  or  other  fpirits. 
The  belly  fhould  be  fomented  with  warm  water, 
or  the  patient  immerfed  up  to  the  bread  in  a warm 
bath. 

I have  always  found  the  faline  draughts  taken  in 
the  adt  of  effervefcence,  of  fingular  ufe  in  flopping 
a vomiting,  from  whatever  caufe  it  proceeded. 
Thefe  may  be  repeated  by  diflolving  a drachm  of 
the  fait  of  tartar  in  an  ounce  and  half  of  frefh  le- 
mon-juice, and  adding  to  it  an  ounce  of  pepper- 
mint-water, the  fame  quantity  of  fimple  cinnamon- 
water,  and  a little  white  fugar.  This  draught 
mud  be  fwallowed  before  the  effervefcence  is  quite 
over,  and  may  be  repeated  every  two  hours,  or 
oftner,  if  the  vomiting  be  violent.  A violent 
vomiting  has  fometimes  been  dopped  by  cupping 
on  the  region  of  the  domach  after  all  other  means 
had  failed. 

As  the  lead  motion  will  often  bring  on  the  vo- 
miting again,  even  after  it  has  been  dopped,  the 
patient  mud  .avoid  all  manner  of  adtion.  The  diet 
mud  be  fo  regulated  as  to  fit  eafy  upon  the  domach, 
and  nothing  fhould  be  taken  that  is  hard  of  di- 
gedion.  We  do  not  however  mean  that  the  pa- 
tient fhould  live  entirely  upon  flops.  Solid  food, 
in  this  cafe,  often  fits  eafier  on  the  domach  than 
liauids. 
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, CHAP.  XXXII. 

OF  THE  DIABETES,  AND  OTHER 
DISORDERS  OF  THE  KIDNEYS 
AND  BLADDER. 


HE  diabetes  is  a frequent  and  exceflive  dif- 


charge  of  urine.  It  is  feldom  to  be  met  with 
among  young  people;  but  often  attacks  perfons  in 
the  decline  of  life,  efpecially  thofe  who  follow  the 
more  violent  employments,  or  have  been  hard 
drinkers  in  their  youth. 

CAUSES. A diabetes  is  often  the  confe- 

quence  of  acute  difeafes,  as  fevers,  fluxes,  &c. 
where  the  patient  has  fuffered  by  exceflive  evacua- 
tions; it  may  alfo  be  occafioned  by  great  fatigue, 
as  riding  long  journies  upon,  a hard-trotting  horfe, 
carrying  heavy  burdens,  running,  &c.  It  may  be 
brought  on  by  hard  drinking,  or  the  ufe  of  ftrong 
Simulating  diuretic  medicines,  as  tindture  of  can- 
tharides,  fpirits  of  turpentine,  and  fuch  like.  It 
is  often  the  erfedt  of  drinking  too  great  quantities 
of  mineral  waters.  Many  imagine  that  thefe  will 
do  them  no  fervice  unlefs  they  be  drank  in  great 
quantities,  by  which  miliake  it  often  happens  that 
they  occaflon  worfe  difeafes  than  thofe  they  were 
intended  to  cure.  In  a word,  this  difeafe  may  ei- 
ther proceed  from  too  great  a laxity  of  the  organs 
which  fecrete  the  urine,  from  fomething  that  ftimu- 
lates  the  kidneys  too  much,  or  from  a thin  difiblved 
dlate  of  the  blood,  which  makes  too  great  a quan- 
tity ot  it  run  off  by  the  urinary  palfages. 


SYMP1  QMS. In  a diabetes,  the  urine  ge- 

nerally exceeds  ia  quantity  all  the  liquid  food  which 

the 
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the  patient  takes.  It  is  thin  and  pale,  of  a fweet- 
ifh  tafte,  and  an  agreeable  fmell.  The  patient  has 
a continual  third,  with  fome  degree  of  fever;  his 
mouth  is  dry,  and  he  fpits  frequently  a frothy 
jpittle.  The  flrength  fails,  the  appetite  decays, 
and  the  flelh  waftes  away  till  the  patient  is  reduced 
to  fkin  and  bone.  There  is  a heat  of  the  bowels; 
and  frequently  the  loins,  tefticles,  and  feet  are 
fwelled. 

This  difeafe  may  generally  be  cured  at  the  be- 
ginning; but  after  it  has  continued  long,  the  cure 
becomes  very  difficult.  In  drunkards,  and  very 
old  people,  a perfe<d  cure  is  not  to  be  expe&ed. 

REGIMEN. Every  thing  that  (Emulates  the 

urinary  paffages,  or  tends  to  relax  the  habit,  mud 
be  avoided.  For  this  reafon  the  patient  ffiould  live 
chiefly  on  folid  food.  His  third  may  be  quenched 
with  acids;  as  forrel,  juice  of  lemon,  or  vinegar. 
The  mucilaginous  vegetables,  as  rice,  fago,  and 
falop,  with  milk,  are  the  mod  proper  food.  Of 
animal  fubdances,  ffiell-fiffi  are  to  be  preferred;  as 
oyders,  crabs,  &c. 

The  drink  may  be  Bridol- water.  When  that 
cannot  be  obtained,  lime-water,  in  which  a due 
proportion  of  oak-bark  has  been  macerated;  may 
be  ufed.  The  white  decodlion*,  with  ifinglafs  dif- 
folved  in  it,  is  likewife  a very  proper  drink. 

The  patient  ought  daily  to  take  exercife,  but  it 
fhould  be  fo  gentle  as  not  to  fatigue  him.  He 
ffiould  lie  upon  a hard  bed  or  matrafs.  Nothing 
hurts  the  kidneys  more  than  lying  too  foft.  A 
warm  dry  air,  the  ufe  of  the  fleffi-bruffi,  and  every 
thing  that  promotes  perfpiration,  is  of  fervice.  For 
this  reafon  the  patient  ought  to  wear  flannel  next 
his  fkin.  A large  drengthening  plader  may  be  ap* 
plied  to  the  back;  or,  what  will  anfwer  better,  a 
great  part  of  the  body  may  be  wrapt  in  plafler. 

* See  Appendix,  While  Decision. 
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MEDICINE. Gentle  purges,  if  the  patient 

be  not  too  much  weakened  by  the  difeafe,  have  a 
good  effe£L  They  may  confift  of  rhubarb,  with 
cardamum  feeds,  or  any  other  fpiceries,  infuled  in 
wine,  and  may  be  taken  in  fuch  quantities  as  to 
keep  the  body  gently  open. 

The  patient  muft  next  have  recourfe  to  aftrin- 
gents  and  corroborants.  Half  a drachm  of  powder 
made  of  equal  parts  of  allum  and  the  infpiffated 
juice  commonly  called  Terra  Japcnica , may  be 
taken  four  times  a-day,  or  oftner,  if  the  ftomach 
will  bear  it.  The  allum  muft  firft  be  melted  in  a 
crucible  5 afterwards  they  may  both  be  pounded 
together.  Along  with  every  dofe  of  this  powder 
the  patient  may  take  a tea-cupful  of  the  tin&ure  of 
rofes  *. 

If  the  patient’s  ftomach  cannot  bear  the  allum  in 
fubftance,  whey  may  be  made  of  it,  and  taken  in 
the  dofe  of  a tea- cupful  three  or  four  times  a-day. 
The  allum-whey  is  prepared  by  boiling  two  Eng- 
lifh  quarts  of  milk  over  a (low  fire,  with  three 
drachms  of  allum,  till  the  curd  feparates. 

Opiates  are  of  fervice  in  this  difeafe,  even  though 
the  patient  refts  well.  They  take  off  fpafm  and 
irritation,  and  at  the  fame  time  lefien  the  force  of 
the  circulation.  Ten  or  twelve  drops  of  liquid 
laudanum  may  be  taken  in  a cup  of  the  patient’s 
drink  three  or  four  times  a-day. 

The  beft  corroborants  which  we  know,  are  the 
Peruvian  bark  and  wine.  A drachm  of  bark  may 
be  taken  in  a glafs  of  red  port  or  claret  three  times 
a-day.  The  medicine  will  be  both  more  efficaci- 
ous and  lefs  difagreeable,  if  fifteen  or  twenty  drops 
of  the  acid  elixir  of  vitriol  be  added  to  each  dofe. 
Such  as  cannot  take  the  bark  in  fubftance  may  ufe 
the  decodion,  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  red 
wine,  and  fharpened  as  above. 

* See  Appendix,  Tinflure  of  Rcjit. 
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There  is  a difeafe  incident  to  labouring  people  in 
the  decline  of  life,  called  an  IN  CONFI- 
NE NCT  of  Urine . But  this  is  very  different 

from  a diabetes,  as  the  water  paffes  off  involun- 
tarily by  drops,  and  does  not  exceed  the  ufual 
quantity.  This  difeafe  is  rather  troublefome  than 
dangerous.  It  is  owing  to  a relaxation  of  the 
fphindter  of  the  bladder,  and  is  often  the  effedt  of 
a palfy.  Sometimes  it  proceeds  from  hurts,  or 
injuries  oc-cafioned  by  blows,  bruifes,  preternatural 
labours,  &c.  Sometimes  it  is  the  effedt  of  a fe- 
ver. It  may  likewife  be  occafioned  by  a long  ufe 
of  ftrong  diuretics,  or  of  ftimuiating  medicines  in- 
jedtcd  into  the  bladder* 

This  difeafe  may  be  mitigated  by  the  ufe  of 
aftringent  and  corroborating  medicines,  fuch  as 
have  been  mentioned  above  but  we  do  not  re- 
member ever  to  have  feen  it  cured. 

In  an  incontinency  of  trine,  from  whatever  caufe, 
a piece  of  fponge  ought  to  be  worn,  or  a bladder 
applied  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  prevent  the  urine 
from  galling  and  excoriating  the  parts  *. 

OF  A SUPPRESSION  OF  URINE. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  a fuppreffion  of 
urine  may  proceed  from  various  caufes ; as  an  inflam- 
mation of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder ; fmall  {tones  or 
gravel  lodging  in  the  urinary  paffages,  har  & faces  ly- 
ing in  the  reffum,  pregnancy,  a fpafm  or  contradtion 
of  the  neckol  the  bladder,  clotted  blood  inthebladder 
itfelf,  a fwelling  of  the  hemorrhoidal  veins,  &V. 

Some  of  thefe  cafes  require  the  catheter,  both  to 
remove  the  obftrudting  matter,  and  to  draw  off  the 
urine;  but  as  this  inftrument  can  only  be  managed 
with  fafety  by  perfons  {killed  in  furgery,  we  {hall 

* A 'bsule  made  of  the  Inch  rubber,  and  properly  applied, 
anfwers  this  purpofe  the- belt. 

fay 
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fay  nothing  further  of  its  ufe.  A bougee  may  be 
ufed  by  any  cautious  hand,  and  will  often  fucceed 
better  than  the  catheter. 

We  would  chiefly  recommend,  in  all  obftruCtions 
of  urine,  fomentations,  and  evacuants.  Bleeding, 
as  far  as  the  patient's  flrength  will  permit,  is  necef- 
fary,  efpecially  where  there  are  fymptoms  of  topi- 
cal inflammation.  Bleeding  in  this  cafe  not  only 
abates  the  fever,  by  leffening  the  force  of  the  cir- 
culation, but,  by  relaxing  the  folids,  it  takes  off 
the  fpafm  or  ftriCture  upon  the  veflfels  which  occa- 
fioned  the  obftruCtion. 

After  bleeding,  fomentations  muft  be  ufed. 
Thefe  may  either  confift  of  warm  water  alone,  or  of 
decoCtions  of  mild  vegetables;  as  mallows,  camo- 
mile-flowers, &c.  Cloths  dipped  in  thefe  may  ei- 
ther be  applied  to  the  part  affeCted,  or  a large  blad- 
der filled  with  the  deception  may  be  kept  conti- 
nually upon  it.  Some  put  the  herbs  themfelves 
into  a flannel-bag,  and  apply  them  to  the  part, 
which  is  far  from  being  a bad  method.  Thefe 
continue  longer  warm  than  cloths  dipped  in  the  de- 
coction, and  at  the  fame  time  keep  the  part  equally 
moift. 

In  all  obftru&ions  of  urine,  the  body  ought  to 
be  kept  open.  This  is  not  however  to  be  attempted 
by  ftrong  purgatives,  but  by  emollient  clyfters,  or 
gentle  infufions  of  fenna  and  manna.  Clyfters  in 
this  cafe  not  only  o£en  the  body,  but  anfwer  the 
purpofe  of  an  internal  fomentation,  and  greatly  aftift 
in  removing  the  fpaffns  of  the  bladder  and  parts 
adjacent. 

The  food  muft  be  light,  and  taken  in  fmall  quan- 
tities. The  drink  may  be  weak  broth,  or  decoc- 
tions and  infufions  of  mucilaginous  vegetables,  as 
marfti-mallow  roots,  lime-tree  buds,  &c.  A tea- 
fpoonful  of  the  fweet  fpirits  of  nitre,  or  a drachm 
of  Caftile  foap,  may  be.  frequently  put  into  the  pa- 
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tient’s  drink  ; and,  if  there  be  no  inflammation,  he 
may  drink  f'mall  gin-punch. 

Perfons  fubjedt  to  a fuppreflion  of  urine  ought 
to  live  very  temperate.  Their  diet  fhould  be  lighr, 
and  their  liquor  diluting.  They  fibould  avoid  all 
acids  and  auftere  wines,  fhould  take  fufficient  exer- 
cife,  lie  hard,  and  avoid  ftudy  and  fedentary  occu- 
pations. 

OF  THE  GRAVEL  AND  STONE. 

When  fmall  ftones  are  lodged  in  the  kidneys,  or 
difcharged  along  with  the  urine,  the  patient  is  faid 
to  be  afflidbed  with  the  gravel.  If  one  of  thefe 
{tones  happens  to  make  a lodgment  in  the  bladder 
for  fome  time,  it  accumulates  frefh  matter,  and  at 
length  becomes  too  large  to  pafs  off  with  the  urine. 
In  this  cafe  the  patient  is  faid  to  have  the  (tone. 

CAUSES. — - — The  flone  and  gravel  may  be 
occafioned  by  high  living;  the  ufe  of  ftrong  aftrin- 
gent  wines;  a fedentary  life;  lying  too  hot,  fofr, 
or  too  much  on  the  back  ; the  conftant  ufe  of  wa- 
ter impregnated  with  earthy  or  ftony  particles  ; ali- 
ments of  an  aftrin’gent  or  windy  nature,  &c.  It 
may  likcwile  proceed  from  an  hereditary  difpofition, 
Perfons  in  the  decline  of  life,  and  thofe  who  have 
been  much  afflidled  with  the  gout  or  rheumatifm, 
are  molt  liable  to  it. 

SYMPTOMS. Small  ftones  or  gravel  in  the 

kidneys  occafion  pain  in  the  loins;  ficknefs ; vo- 
miting; and  fometimes  bloody  urine.  When  the 
flone  defcends  into  the  ureter , and  is  too  large  to 
pafs  along  with  eafe,  all  the  above  fymptoms  are 
increafed  ; the  pain  extends  towards  the  bladder; 
the  thigh  and  leg  of  the  affedled  fide  are  benumbed ; 
the  tefticles  are  drawn  upwards,  and  the  urine  is 
©bftru&ed. 


A flone 
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A ftone  in  the  bladder  is  known,  from  a pain  at 
' the  time,  as  well  as  before  and  after  making  water  ; 
from  the  urine  coming  away  by  drops,  or  Hopping 
fuddenly  when  it  was  running  in  a full  dream  ; by  3, 
violent  pain  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder  upon  mo- 
tion, efpccially  on  horfeback,  or  in  a carriage  on 
a rough  road  ; from  a white,  thick,  copious,  {link- 
ing, mucous  fediment  in  the  urine;  from  an  itch- 
ing in  the  top  of  the  perns ; from  bloody  urine ; 
from  an  inclination  to  go  to  ftool  during  the  aif- 
charge  of  urine ; from  the  patient’s  pafling'his  urine 
more  eafily  when  lying  than  in  an  eredl  pofture; 
from  a kind  of  convulfive  motion  occafioned  by 
the  fharp  pain  in  diicharging  the  laft  drops  of  the 
urine;  and  laftly,  from  founding  or  fearching  with 
the  catheter. 

REGIMEN  — - -Perfons  afflidled  with  the  gra- 
vel or  ftone  fhould  avoid  aliments  of  a windy  or 
heating  nature,  as  fait  meats,  four  fruits,  &c. 
Their  diet  ought  chiefly  to  confift  of  fuch  things 
as  tend  to  promote  the  fecretion  of  urine,  and  to 
keep  the  body  open.  Artichokes,  afparagus,  fpin- 
nage,  lettuce,  parfley,  fuccory,  purflane,  turnips, 
potatoes,  carrots,  and  radifhcs,  may  be  fafeiy  eaten. 
Onions,  leeks,  and  celiery  are,  in  this  cafe,  rec- 
koned medicinal.  The  mod  proper  drinks  are 
whey,  butter-milk,  milk  and  water,  barley-water; 
deco&ions  or  infufions  of  the  roots  of  marfh-mai- 
lows,  parfley,  liquorice,  or  of  other  mild  mucila- 
ginous vegetables,  as  linfeed,  lime-tree  buds  or 
leaves,  &c.  If  the  patient  has  been  accuftomed 
to  generous  liquors,  he  may  drink  gin  and  water 
not  too  ftrong. 

Gentle  exercife  is  proper;  but  violent  motion  h 
apt  to  occafion  bloody  urine.  We  would  therefore 
advife  that  it  fhould  be  taken  in  moderation.  Per- 
Ions  affii&ed  with  gravel  often  pafs  a great  number 
of  Hones  after  riding  on  horfeback,  or  in  a car- 
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riage;  but  thofe  who  have  a (tone  in  the  bladder 
are  fddom  able  to  bear  thefe  kinds  of  exercife. 
Where  there  is  a hereditary  tendency  to  this  difeafe, 
a fedentary  life  ought  never  to  be  indulged.  Were 
people  careful,  upon  the  fird  fymptoms  of  gravel, 
to  obferve  a proper  regimen  of  diet,  and  to  take 
fufficient  exercife,  it  might  often  be  carried  off,  or 
at  lead  prevented  from  increasing  ; but  if  the  fame 
courfe  which  occafioned  the  difeafe  is  perfided  in, 
it  mud  be  aggravated. 

MEDICINE. In  what  is  called  a fit  of  the 

gravel,  which  is  commonly  occafioned  by  a (lone 
flicking  in  the  ureter  or  fome  part  of  the  urinary 
paffages,  the  patient  rnuft  be  bled,  warm  fomenta- 
tions fhould  likewife  be  applied  to  the  part  affeded, 
emollient  clyfters  adminidered,  and  diluting  mu- 
cilaginous liquors  drank,  &c.  The  treatment  of 
this  cafe  has  been  fully  pointed  out  under  the 
articles,  inflammation  of  the  kidneys  and  bladder , 
to  which  we  refer. 

Dr. Whyte  advifes  patients  who  are  fubjed  to 
frequent  fits  of  gravel  in  the  kidneys,  but  have  no 
done  in  the  bladder,  to  drink  every  morning,  two 
or  three  hours  before  hreakfad,  an  Englifh  pint  of 
oyder  or  cockle  {hell  lime-water.  The  Dodor 
very  judly  obferves,  that  though  this  quantity 
might  be  too  fmall  to  have  any  fenfiblc  effcd  in 
diffolving  a done  in  the  bladder,  yet  it  may  very 
probably  prevent  its  growth. 

When  a done  is  formed  in  the  bladder,  the  Doc- 
tor recommends  Alicant  foap,  and  oyder  or  cockle- 
fhell  lime-water*,  to  be  taken  in  the  following 
manner:  The  patient  mud  fwallow  every  day,  in 

any  form  that  is  lead  difagreeable,  an  ounce  of  the 
internal  part  of  Alicant  foap,  and  drink  three  or 
four  Englifh  pints  of  oyder  or  cockie-fhell  lime- 

* See  Appendix,  Lime-water. 
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water.  The  foap  is  to  be  divided  into  three  dofes; 
the  largeft  to  be  taken  fading  in  the  morning  early; 
the  fecond  at  noon  ; and  the  third  at  feven  in  the 
evening;  drinking  above  each  dofe  a large  draught 
of  the  lime-water  ; the  remainder  of  which  he  may 
take  any  time  betwixt  dinner  and  flipper,  inftead 
of  other  liquors. 

The  patient  fhould  begin  with  a fmaller  quantity 
of  the  lime-water  and  foap  than  that  mentioned 
above ; at  firfb  an  Englifh  pint  of  the  former,  and 
three  drachms  of  the  latter,  may  be  taken  daily. 
This  quantity,  however,  he  may  increafe  by  de- 
grees, and  ought  to  perfevere  in  the  ufe  of  thefe 
medicines,  efpecially  if  he  finds  any  abatement  of 
his  complaints,  for  feveral  months  ; nay,  if  the 
{tone  be  very  large,  for  years.  It  may  like  wife  be 
proper  for  the  patient,  if  he  be  feverely  pained,  r*ot 
only  to  begin  with  the  foap  and  lime-water  in  fmall 
quantities,  but  to  take  the  fecond  or  third  lime- 
water  inftead  of  the  firft.  * Elowever,  after  he  has 
been  for  fome  time  accuftomed  to  thefe  medicines, 
he  may  not  only  take  the  firft  water,  but,  if  he 
finds  he  can  eaiily  bear  it,  heighten  its  diffolving 
power  ftill  more  by  pouring  it  a fecond  time  on 
frefli  calcined  fhells. 

The  cauftic  alkali,  or  foap  lees,  is  the  medicine 
chiefly  in  vogue  at  prefent  for  the  (tone.  It  is  of  a 
very  acrid  nature,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  given 
in  fome  gelatinous  or  mucilaginous  liquor;  as  veal- 
broth,  new  milk,  linfeed-tea,  a folution  of  gum- 
arabic,  or  a decodlion  of  marfhmallow  roots.  The 
patient  muft  begin  with  fmall  dofes  of  the  lees,  as 
thirty  or  forty  drops,  and  increafe  by  degrees,  as 
far  as  the  ftomach  can  bear  it  *. 

* The  cauftic  alkali  may  be  prepared  by  mixing  two  parts  of 
quick-lime  with  one  of  pot-afhes,  andfuffering  them  to  ftand  till 
the  lixivium  be  formed,  which  muft  be  carefully  filtrated  before 
it  be  u fed.  If  the  folution  does  not  happen  readily,  a fmall 
quantity  of  water  may  be  added  to  the  mixture. 
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Though  the  foap  lees  and  lime-water  are  the 
mod  powerful  medicines  which  have  hitherto  been 
difcovered  for  the  done  ; yet  there  are  fome  things 
of  a more  fimple  nature,  which  in  certain  cafes  are 
found  to  be  beneficial,  and  therefore  deferve  atrial. 
An  infufion  of  the  feeds  of  daucus  Jylveftris>  or  wild 
carrot,  fweetened  with  honey,  has  been  found  to 
give  confiderable  eafe  in  cafes  where  the  domach 
could  not  bear  any  rhing  of  an  acrid  nature.  A 
decodlion  of  raw  coffee-berries  taken  morning  and 
evening,  to  the  quantity  of  eight  or  ten  ounces, 
with  ten  drops  of  fweet  fpirit  of  nitre,  has  likewife 
been  found  very  efficacious  in  bringing  away  large 
quantities  of  earthy  matter  in  flakes.  Honey  is 
likewife  found  to  be  of  confideraable  fervice,  and 
may  be  taken  in  gruel,  or  in  any  other  form  that  is 
more  agreeable, 

The  only  other  medicine  which  we  fhall  mention 
is  the  uva  urfu  It  has  been  greatly  extolled  of  late 
both  for  the  gravel  and  done.  It  feems  however 
to  be  in  all  rei peels  inferior  to  the  foap  and  lime- 
water;  but  it  is  lefs  difagreeable,  and  has  fre- 
quently, to  my  knowledge,  relieved  gravelly  com- 
plaints. It  is  generally  taken  in  powder  from  half 
a drachm  to  a whole  drachm,  two  or  three  times 
a- day.  It  may  however  be  taken  to  the  quantity 
of  feven  or  eight  drachms  a-day,  with  great  fafety 
and  good  eflre<d. 


CHAP.  XXXIII. 

OF  INVOLUNTARY  DISCHARGES 
OF  BLOOD. 

SPONTANEOUS  or  involuntary  difeharges  of 
^ blood,  often  happen  from  various  parts  of  the 
body.  Thefe  however  are  fa  far  from  being  al- 
ways 
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ways  dangerous,  that  they  often  prove  falutary. 
When  fuch  difcharges  are  critical,  which  is  fre- 
quently the  cafe  in  fevers,  they  ought  not  to  be 
flopped.  Nor  indeed  is  it  proper  at  any  time  to 
flop  them,  unlefs  they  be  fo  great  as  to  endanger 
the  patient's  life.  Moll  people,  afraid  of  the  fmall- 
eft  difcharge  of  blood  from  any  part  of  the  body, 
fly  immediately  to  the  ufe  of  (lyptic  and  adringent 
medicines,  by  which  means  an  inflammation  of 
the  brain,  or  fome  other  fatal  difeafe,  is  occafioned, 
which,  had  the  difcharge  been  allowed  to  go  on, 
might  have  been  prevented. 

Periodical  difcharges  of  blood,  from  whatever 
part  of  the  body  they  proceed,  mud  not  be  flop- 
ped. They  are  always  the  efforts  of  Nature  to  re- 
lieve herfelf ; and  fatal  difeafes  have  often  been  the 
confequence  of  obdruciing  them.  It  may  indeed 
be  fometimes  neceflary  to  check  the  violence  of 
fuch  difcharges ; but  even  this  requires  the  greatefl 
caution.  Inflances  might  be  given  where  the  flop- 
ping of  a fmall  periodical  flux  of  blood,  from  one 
of  the  fingers,  has  proved  fatal  to  the  health. 

In  the  early  period  of  life,  bleeding  at  the  nofe 
is  very  common.  Thofe  who  are  farther  advanced 
in  years  are  more  liable  to  hemoptoe,  or  difcharge 
of  blood  from  the  lungs.  After  the  middle  period 
of  life,  hemorrhoidal  fluxes  are  mod  common; 
and  in  the  decline  of  life,  difcharges  of  blood  from 
the  urinary  paflages. 

Involuntary  fluxes  of  blood  may  proceed  from 
very  different,  and  often  from  quite  oppofne  caufes. 
Sometimes  they  are  owing  to  a particular  conllruc- 
tion  of  the  body,  as  a fanguine  temperament,  a 
laxity  of  the  veflels,  a plethoric  habit,  &c.  Ac 
other  times  they  proceed  from  a determination  of 
the  blood  towards  one  particular  part,  as  the  head, 
the  hemorrhoidal  veins,  &c.  They  may  likewife 
proceed  from  an  inflammatory  difpofition  of  the 

blood, 
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blood,  in  which  cafe  there  is  generally  Come  degree 
of  fever : this  likewife  happens  when  the  flux  is 
occafioned  by  an  obftrudted  perfpiration,  or  a 
ftri&ure  upon  the  fkin,  the  bowels,  or  any  parti- 
cular part  of  the  fyftem. 

But  a diUbl ved  (late  of  the  blood  will  likewife 
occailon  haemorrhages.  Thus,  in  putrid  fevers, 
the  dyfentery,  the  fcurvy,  the  malignant  fmall-pox, 
&c.  there  are  often  very  great  di Charges  of  blood 
from  different  parts  of  the  body.  They  may  like- 
wife be  brought  on  by  too  liberal  an  ufe  of  medi- 
cines which  tend  to  diffolve  the  blood,  as  cantha- 
rides,  the  volatile  alkaline  falts,  &c.  Food  of  an 
acrid  or  irritating  quality  may  likewife  occafion 
haemorrhages ; as  alfo  ftrong  purges  and  vomits,  or 
any  thing  that  greatly  flimulates  the  bowels. 

Violent  paflions  or  agitations  of  the  mind  will 
likewife  have  this  efreft.  Thefe  often  caufe  bleed- 
ing at  the  nofe,  and  I have  known  them  fometimes 
occalion  an  haemorrhage  in  the  brain.  Violent  ef- 
forts of  the  body,  by  overftraining  or  hurting  the 
veiTcis,  may  have  the  fame  e fifed!,  efpecially  when 
the  body  is  long  kept  in  an  unnatural  pofture,  as 
hanging  the  head  very  low,  &c. 

The  "cure  of  an  haemorrhage  muft  be  adapted  to 
its  caufe.  When  it  proceeds  from  too  much  blood, 
or  a tendency  to  inflammation,  bleeding,  with  gentle 
purges,  and  other  evacuations,  will  be  necdfary. 
It  will  likewife  be  proper  for  the  patient  in  this 
cafe  to  live  chiefly  upon  a vegetable  diet,  to  avoid 
all  ftrong  liquors,  and  food  that  is  of  an  acrid,  hot, 
or  ftimulating  quality.  The -body  fliould  be  kept 
cool,  and  the  mind  eafy. 

When  an  haemorrhage  is  owing  to  a putrid  or 
diffolved  ftate  of  the  blood,  the  patient  ought  to 
live  chiefly  upon  acid  fruits  with  milk,  and  vege- 
tables of  a nourifhing  nature,  as  fago,  falop,  &c. 
His  drink  may  be  wine  diluted  with  water,  and 

fnarpened 
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fharpened  with  the  juice  of  lemon,  vinegar,  or 
fpirits  of  vitriol.  The  beft  medicine  in  this  cafe 
is  the  Peruvian  bark,  which  may  be  taken  accord- 
ing to  the  urgency  of  the  fymptoms. 

When  a flux  of  blood  is  the  eflfedt  of  acrid  food, 
or  of  ftrong  ftimulating  medicines,  the  cure  is  to 
be  eflfe&ed  by  foft  and  mucilaginous  diet.  The 
patient  may  likewife  take  frequently  about  the  bulk 
of  a nutmeg  of  Locatelli’s  balfam,  or  the  fame 
quantity  of  fperma-ceti. 

When  an  obftrudled  perforation,  or  a ftri£lure 
upon  any  part  of  the  fyftem,  is  the  caufe  of  an 
haemorrhage,  it  may  be  removed  by  drinking  warm 
diluting  liquors,  lying  a-bed,  bathing  the  extremi- 
ties in  warm  water,  &c. 

GF  BLEEDING  AT  THE  NOSE. 

Bleeding  at  the  nofe  is  commonly  preceded  by 
fome  degree  of  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe,  flufhing  in 
the  face,  pulfation  of  the  temporal  arteries,  heavi- 
#nefs  in  the  head,  dimnefs  of  the  fight,  heat  and 
itching  of  the  noftrils,  &c. 

To  perfons  who  abound  with  blood  this  difcharge 
is  very  falutary.  It  often  cures  a vertigo,  the  head- 
ach,  a phrenzy,  and  even  an  epilepfy.  In  fevers, 
where  there  is  a great  determination  of  blood  to- 
wards the  head,  it  is  of  the  utmoft  fervice.  It  is 
likewife  beneficial  in  inflammations  of  the  liver  and 
fpleen,  and  often  in  the  gout  and  rheumatifm.  In 
all  difeafes  where  bleeding  is  neceflfary,  a fponta- 
neons  difcharge  of  blood  from  the  nofe  is  of  much 
more  fervice  than  the  fame  quantity  let  with  a 
lancet. 

In  a difcharge  of  blood  from  the  nofe,  the  great 
point  is  to  determine  whether  it  ought  to  be  flopped 
or  not.  It  is  a common  pra&ice  to  flop  the  bleed- 
ing* without  confidering  whether  it  be  a difeafe,  or 

the 
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the  cure  of  a difeafe.  This  eondudt  proceeds  from 
fear;  but  it  has  often  bad,  and  fometimes  fatal 
confequences. 

When  a difcharge  of  blood  from  the  nofe  hap- 
pens in  an  inflammatory  difeafe,  there  is  always 
reafon  to  believe  that  it  may  prove  falutary;  and 
therefore  it  fhould  be  fuffered  to  go  on,  at  leafl  as 
long  as  the  patient  is  not  weakened  by  it. 

When  it  happens  to  perfons  in  perfedl  health, 
who  are  full  of  blood,  it  ought  not  to  be  fuddenly 
Hopped,  cfpecially  if  the  fymptoms  of  plethora, 
mentioned  above,  have  preceded  it.  In  this  cafe 
it  cannot  be  Hopped  without  rifking  the  patient’s 
life. 

In  fine,  whenever  bleeding  at  the  nofe  relieves 
any  bad  fymptom,  and  does  not  proceed  fo  far  as 
to  endanger  the  patient’s  life,  it  ought  not  to  be 
Hopped.  But  when  it  returns  frequently,  or  con- 
tinues till  the  pulfe  becomes  low,  the  extremities 
begin  to  grow  cold,  the  lips  pale,  or  the  patient 
complains  of  being  fick  or  faint,  it  mutt  immedi- 
ately be  Hopped. 

For  this  purpofe  the  patient  fhould  be  fet  nearly 
upright,  with  his  head  reclining  a little,  and  his 
legs  immerfed  in  water  about  the  warmth  of  new 
milk.  His  hands  ought  likewife  to  be  put  in  luke- 
warm water,  and  his  garters  may  be  tied  a little 
tighter  than  ufual.  Ligatures  may  be  applied  to 
the  arms,  about  the  place  where  they  are  ufually 
made  for  bleeding,  and  with  nearly  the  fame  de- 
gree of  tight nefs.  Thefe  muH  be  gradually  flack- 
rned  as  the  blood  begins  to  Hop,  and  removed  en- 
tirely as  foon  as  it  gives  over. 

Sometimes  dry  lint  put  up  the  noflrils  will  Hop 
the  bleeding.  When  this  does  not  fucceed,  doffils 
of  lint  dipped  in  Hrong  fpirits  of  wine  may  be 
put  up  the  noflrils,  or  if  that  cannot  be  had,  they 
may  be  dipped  in  brandy.  Blue  vitriol  diflolved 
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in  water  may  likewife  be  ufed  for  this  purpofe,  or 
a tent  dipped  in  the  white  of  art  egg  well  beat  up, 
may  be  rolled  in  a powder  made  of  equal  parts  of 
white  fugar,  burnt  allum,  and  white  vitriol,  and 
put  up  the  noflril  from  whence  the  blood  ifiues. 

Inte:  nal  medicines  can  hardly  be  of  ufe  here,  as 
they  have  feldom  time  to  operate.  It  may  not  how- 
ever be  amifs  to  give  the  patient  half  an  ounce  of 
Glauber's  fait,  and  the  fame  quantity  of  manna,  dif- 
folved  in  four  or  five  ounces  of 'barley-water.  This 
may  be  taken  at  a draught,  and  repeated,  if  it  does 
not  operate,  in  a few  hours.  Ten  or  twelve  grains  of 
nitre  may  be  taken  in  a glafs  of  cold  water  and  vine- 
car  every  hour,  or  oftner,  if  the  flomach  will  bear  if. 
Tf  a ftronger  medicine  be  necefiary,  a tea-cupful  of 
the  tindlure  of  rofes,  with  twenty  or  thirty  drops  of 
the  weak  fpirit  of  vitriol,  may  be  taken  every  hour. 
When  thefe  things  cannot  be  had,  the  patient  may 
drink  water,  with  a little  common  fait  in  it,  or  equal 
parts  of  water  and  vinegar*. 

If  the  genitals  be  immerfed  for  fome  time  in 
cold  water,  it  will  generally  flop  a bleeding  at  the 
nofe.  I have  not  known  this  fail. 

Sometimes,  when  the  bleeding  is  flopped  out- 
wardly, it  continues  inwardly.  This  is  very  trouble- 
fome,  arid  requires  particular  attention,  as  the  pa- 
tient is  apt  to  be  fuffocated  with  the  blood,  efpe- 
cially  if  he  falls  afleep,  which  he  is  very  ready  to 
do  after  lofing  a great  quantity  of  blood. 

When  the  patient  is  in  danger  of  fuffocation  from 
the  blood  getting  into  his  throat,  the  paflages  may  be 
flopped  by  drawing  threads  up  the  noflrils,  and  bring- 
ing them  out  at  the  mouth,  then  faflening  pieces  of 
fponge,  or  fmall  rolls  of  linen  cloth  to  their  extremi- 
ties; afterwards  drawing  them  back,  and  tying  them 
on  the  outfide  with  a fuflicient  degree  of  tightnefs. 

* From  ten  to  twenty  drops  of  the  oil  of  turpentine  in  a little 
water  given  frequently,  feldom  fails  to  Hop  a bleeding  of  the  nofe. 
Or  from  any  other  part. 
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After  the  bleeding  is  flopped,  the  patient  ought 
to  be  kept  as  eafy  and  quiet  aspoflible.  He  fhould 
not  pick  his  nofe,  nor  take  away  the  tents  or  clot- 
ted blood,  till  they  fall  off  of  their  own  accord,  and 
Ihould  not  lie  with  his  head  low. 

Thofe  who  are  affe&ed  with  frequent  bleodingat 
the  nole  ought  to  bathe  their  feet  often  in  warm 
water,  and  to  keep  them  warm  and  dry.  They 
ought  to  wear  nothing  tight  about  their  necks,  to 
keep  their  body  as  much  in  an  eredpoflure  as  pof- 
fible,  and  never  to  view  any  objed  obliquely.  If 
they  have  too  much  blood,  a vegetable  diet,  with 
now  and  then  a cooling  purge,  is  the  fafefl  way  to 
lefien  it.  « 

But  when  the  difeafe  proceeds  from  a thin  dif- 
folved  date  of  the  blood,  the  diet  fhould  be  rich 
and  nourifhing;  as  ftrong  broths  and  jellies,  fago- 
grutl  with  wine  and  fugar,  &c.  infufions  of  the 
Peruvian  bark  in  wine  ought  likewife  to  be  taken 
and  perfifled  in  for  a confiderable  time. 

OF  THE  BLEEDING  AND  BLIND 
PILES. 

A dilcharge  of  blood  from  the  hemorrhoidal 
veffels  is  called  the  bleeding  piles . When  the  veffels  ‘ 
only  fwell,  and  difcharge  no  blood,  but  are  ex- 
ceeding painful,  the  difeafe  is  called  the  blind  piles . 

Perfons  of  a loofe  fpongy  fibre,  of  a bulky  fize, 
who  live  high,  and  lead  a fedentary,  inadive  life,  are 
moft  fubjed  to  this  difeafe.  It  is  often  owing  to  a 
hereditary  difpofuion.  Where  this  is  the  cafe,  it 
attacks  perfons  more  early  in  life  than  when  it  is 
accidental.  Men  are  more  liable  to  it  than  wo- 
men, efpecially  thofe  of  a fanguine,  plethoric,  ora 
fcorbutic  habit,  or  of  a melancholy  difpofuion. 

The  piles  may  be  occafioned  by  an  excefs  of 
blood,  by  itrong  aloetic  purges,  high-feafoned  food, 
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drinking  great  quantities  of  fweet  wines,  the  ne- 
glect of  bleeding,  or  other  cuftomary  evacuations, 
much  riding,  great  coftivenefs,  or  any  thing  that 
occafions  hard  or  difficult  (tools.  Anger,  grief,  or 
other  violent  paffions,  will  likewife  occafion  the 
piles.  I have  often  known  them  brought  on  by 
fitting  on  the  damp  ground.  A pair  of  thin  breeches 
will  excite  the  diforder  in  a perfon  who  is  fubjedt  to 
it,  and  fometimes  even  in  thofe  who  never  had  it 
before.  Pregnant  women  arc  often  afflidted  with 
the  piles. 

A flax  of  bload  from  the  anus  is  not  always  to 
be  treated  as  a difeafe.  It  is  even  more  falutary 
than  bleeding  at  the  nofe,  and  often  prevents  or 
carries  off  dileafes.  It  is  peculiarly  beneficial  in 
the  gout,  rheumatifm,  afthma,  and  hypochondriacal 
complaints,  and  often  proves  critical  in  colics,  and 
inflammatory  fevers. 

In  the  management  of  the  patient,  regard  mull 
be  had  to  his  habit  of  body,  his  age,  ftrength,  and 
manner  of  living.  A diicharge  which  might  be 
exceffive  and  prove  hurtful  to  one,  may  be  very 
moderate,  and  even  falutary  to  another.  That  only 
is  to  be  efteemed  dangerous,  which  continues  too 
long,  and  is  in  fuch  quantity  as  to  wafte  the  pa- 
tient’s ftrength,  hurt  the  digeftion,  nutrition,  and 
other  functions  neceffary  to  life. 

When  this  is  the  cafe,  the  difeharge  nriuft  be 
checked  by  a proper  regimen,  and  aftringent  me- 
dicines. The  DIET  muft  be  cool  but  nouriffiing, 
confiding  chiefly  of  bread,  milk,  cooling  vege- 
tables and  broths.  The  drink  may  be  chalybeate 
water,  orange-whey,  decodtions  or  infufions  of  the 
aftringent  and  mucilaginous  plants,  as  the  tormen- 
til  root,  biftort,  the  marfhmallow- roots,  &c. 

b Old  conferve  of  red  rofes  is  a very  good  medi- 
cine in  this  cafe.  It  may  be  mixed  with  new  milk, 
and  taken  in  the  quantity  of  an  ounce  three  or 
4 four 
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four  times  a-day.  This  medicine  is  in  no  great 
repute,  owing  to  its  being  feldom  taken  in  fuch 
quantity  as  to  produce  any  effe6ls  ; but  when  taken 
as  here  directed,  and  duly  perfifted  in,  I have 
known  it  perform  very  extraordinary  cures  in  vio- 
lent haemorrhages,  elpecially  when  affifled  by  the 
tindlure  of  rofes;  a tea-cupful  of  which  may  be 
taken  about  an  hour  after  every  dofe  of  the  con- 
serve. 

The  Peruvian  bark  is  .likewife  proper  in  this 
cafe,  both  as  a flrengthener  and  aflringent,  Half 
a drachm  of  it  may  be  taken  in  a glafs  of  red-wine, 
fharpened  with  a few  drops  of  the  elixir  of  vitriol, 
three  or  four  times  a- day. 

The  bleeding  piles  are  fometimes  periodical, 
and  return  regujarlv  once  a- month,  or  once  in  three 
weeks.  In  this  cafe  they  are  always  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  a falutary  difcharge,  and  by  no  means  to 
be  flopped.  Some  have  entirely  ruined  their  health 
by  flopping  a periodical  difcharge  of  blood  from 
the  hsernorrhoidal  veins. 

In  the  blind  files  bleeding  is  generally  of  ufe. 
The  diet  mufl  be  light  and  thin,  and  the  drink 
cool  and  diluting.  It  is  likewife  necefTary  that 
the  body  be  kept  gently  open.  This  may  be  done 
by  fmall  dofes  of  the  flowers  of  brimftone  and  cream 
of  tartar.  Thefe  may  be  mixed  in  equal  quantities, 
and  a tea-fpoonful  taken  two  or  three  times  a-day, 
or  oftner  if  necefTary.  Or  an  ounce  of  the  flowers 
of  brimflone  and  half  an  ounce  of  purified  nitre 
may  be  mixed  with  three  or  four  ounces  of  the  leni- 
tive elecluary,  and  a tea-fpoonful  of  it  taken 
three  or  four  times  a-day. 

Emollient  clyflers  are  here  likewife  beneficial  j 
but  there  is  fometimes  fuch  an  aflridlion  of  the 
anus,  that  they  cannot  be  thrown  up.  In  this  cafe 
1 have  known  a vomit  have  a very  good  effe£t. 
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When  the  piles  are  exceeding  painful  and  fwelled, 
but  difcharge  nothing,  the  patient  mu  ft  fit  over  the 
fleams  of  warm  water.  He  may  likewife  apply  a 
linen  cloth  dipped  in  warm  fpirits  of  wine  to  the 
part,  or  poultices  made  of  bread  and  milk,  or  of 
leeks  fried  with  butter.  If  thefe  do  not  produce  a 
difcharge,  and  the  piles  appear  large,  leeches  muft 
be  applied  as  near  them  as  poftible,  or  if  they  will 
fix  upon  the  piles  themfelves,  fo  much  the  better. 
When  leeches  will  not  fix,  the  piles  may  be  opened 
with  a lancet.  The  operation  is  very  eafy,  and  is 
attended  with  no  danger. 

Various  ointments,  and  other  external  applica- 
tions, are  recommended  in  the  piles*,  but  1 do  not 
remember  to  have  feen  any  effects  from  thefe  worth 
mentioning.  Their  principal  ufe  is  to  keep  the 
part  moift,  which  may  be  done  as  well  by  a fofc 
poultice,  or  an  emollient  cataplafm.  When  the 
pain  however  is  very  great,  a liniment  made  of 
two  ounces  of  emollient  ointment,  and  half  an 
ounce  of  liquid  laudanum,  beat  up  with  the  yolk 
of  an  egg,  may  be  applied. 

SPITTING  OF  BLOOD. 

We  mean  here  to  treat  of  that  difcharge  of  blood 
from  the  lungs  only  which  is  called  an  h<emoptoe , or 
J pitting  of  blood.  Perfons  of  a (lender  make,  and  a 
lax  fibre,  who  have  long  necks  and  ftrait  breads, 
are  mod  liable  to  this  difeafe.  It  is  moft  common 
in  the  fpring,  and  generally,  attacks  people  before 
they. arrive  at  the  prime  or  middle  pe:iod  of  life. 
It  is;  a common  obfervation,  that  thofe  who  have 
been  fubjedl  to  bleeding  at.  the  nofe  when  young, 
are  afterwards  moft  liable  to  an  hsemoptoe. 

CAUSES. — — An  hsemoptoe  may  proceed  from 
excefs  of  blood,  from  a peculiar  weaknefs  of  the 
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lungs,  or  a bad  conformation  of  the  bread.  It  fa 
often  occafioned  by  excefiive  drinking,  running, 
wreftling,  finging,  or  fpeaking  aloud.  Such  as 
have  weak  lungs  ought  to  avoid  all  violent  exer- 
tions of  that  organ,  as  they  value  life.  They 
fhould  likewife  guard  againft  violent  pafiions,  ex- 
ceffive  drinking,  and  every  thing  that  occafions  a 
rapid  circulation  of  the  blood. 

This  difeafe  may  likewife  proceed  from  wounds 
of  the  lungs.  Thefe  may  either  be  received  from 
without,  or  they  may  be  occafioned  by  hard  bodies 
getting  into  the  wind-pipe,  and  fo  falling  down 
upon  the  lungs,  and  hurting  that  tender  organ. 
The  obftru&ion  of  any  cuftomary  evacuation  may 
occafion  a fpitting  of  blood;  as  negled  of  bleeding 
or  purging  at  the  ufual  feafons,  the  ftoppage.  of  the 
bleeding  piles  in  men,  or  the  menfes  in  women,  &c. 
It  may  likewife  proceed  from  a polypus,  fcirrhous 
concretions,  or  any  thing  that  obftrudts  the  circu- 
lation of  the  blood  in  the  lungs.  It  is  often  the  ef~ 
fe6t  of  a long  and  violent  cough;  in  which  cafe  it 
is  generally  the  forerunner  of  a confumption.  A 
violent  degree  of  cold  fuddenly  applied  to  the  ex- 
ternal parts  of  the  body  will  occafton  an  hsemoptoe. 
It  may  likewife  be  occafioned  by  breathing  air 
which  is  too  much  rarified  to  be  able  properly  to  ex- 
pand the  lungs.  This  is  often  the  cafe  with  thofe 
who  work  in  hot  places,  as  furnaces,  glafs-houfes, 
or  the  like.  It  is  likewife  faid  to  happen  to  fuch 
as  afcend  to  the  top  of  very  high  mountains,  as  the 
Peak  of  Teneriff,  &c. 

Spitting  of  blood  is  not  always  to  be  confidered 
as  a primary  difeafe.  It  is  often  only  a fymptom, 
and  in  fome  difeafes  not  an  unfavourable  one.  This 
is  the  cafe  in  pleurifies,  peripneumonies,  and  fun- 
dry  other  fevers.  In  a dropfy,  fcurvy,  or  confump- 
«ion,  it  is  a bad  fymptom,  and  (hews  that  the  lungs 
are  ulcerated. 
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SYMPTOMS.— ^—Spitting  of  blood  is  generally 
preceded  by  a fenfe  of  weight,  and  oppreffion  of 
the  bread,  a dry  tickling  cough,  hoarfenefs,  and  a 
difficulty  of  breathing.  Sometimes  it  is  ufhered  in 
with  fhivering  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  coftive- 
nefs,  great  lalfitude,  flatulence,  pain  of  the  back 
and  loins,  &c.  As  thefe  fhew  a general  dridture 
upon  the  vefiels,  and  a tendency  of  the  blood  to 
inflammation,  they  are  commonly  the  forerunners 
of  a very  copious  difcharge.  The  above  fymptoms 
do  not  attend  a difcharge  of  blood  from  the  gums 
or  fauces,  by  which  means  thefe  may  always  be 
didinguiffied  from  an  haemoptoe.  Sometimes  the 
blood  that  is  fpit  up  is  thin,  and  of  a florid  red  co- 
lour;  and  at  other  times  it  is  thick,  and  of  a dark 
or  blackifli  colour;  nothing  however  can  be  infer- 
red from  this  circumftance,  but  that  the  blood  has 
lain  a longer  or  fhorter  time  in  the  breaft  before  it 
was  difcharged. 

Spitting  of  blood,  in  a drong  healthy  perfon, 
of  a found  conftitution,  is  not  very  dangerous;  but 
when  it  attacks  the  tender  and  delicate,  or  perfons 
of  a weak  lax  fibre,  it  is  with  difficulty  removed. 
When  it  proceeds  from  a fcirrhus  or  polypus  of 
the  lungs,  it  is  bad.  The  danger  is  greater  when 
the  difcharge  proceeds  from  the  rupture  of  a large 
vefifel  than  of  a fmall  one.  When  the  extravafated 
blood  is  not  fpit  up,  but  lodges  in  the  bread,  it 
corrupts,  and  greatly  increafes  the  danger.  When 
the  blood  proceeds  from  an  ulcer  in  the  lungs,  it 
is  generally  fatal. 

REGIMEN. The  patient  ought  to  be  kept 

cool  and  eafy.  Every  thing  that  heats  the  body  or 
quickens  the  circulation,  increafes  the  danger. 
The  mind  ought  likewife  to  be  foothed,  and  every 
occafion  of  exciting  the  paffions  avoided.  The 
diet  (hould  be  foft,  cooling,  and  (lender;  as  rice 
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boiled  with  milk,  final!  broths,  barley-gruels,  pa- 
ri ado,  &c.  The  diet,  in  this  cafe,  can  fcarce  be 
too  low.  Even  water-gruel  is  fufficient  to  fupport 
the  patient  for  fome  days.  All  ftrong  liquors  mud 
be  avoided.  The  patient  may  drink  milk  and  wa- 
ter, barley-water,  whey,  butter-milk,  and  fuch 
like.  Every  thing  however  fhould  be  drank  cold, 
and  in  fmall  quantities  at  a time.  Fie  fhould  ob- 
serve the  ft  r idle  ft  ftlence,  or  at  leaft  fpeak  with  a 
very  low  voice. 

MEDICINE, This,  like  the  other  involuntary 

difcharges  of  blood,  ought  not  to  be  fuddenly  flop- 
ped by  aftringent  medicines.  More  mifchief  is  often 
done  by  thefe  than  if  it  were  differed  to  go  on.  It 
may  however  proceed  fo  far  as  to  weaken  the  pa- 
tient, and  even  endanger  his  life;  in  which  cafe  pro- 
per means  muft  be  ufed  for  reftraining  it. 

The  body  fhould  be  kept  gently  open  by  laxa- 
tive diet;  as  roafted  apples,  dewed  prunes,  and 
fuch  like.  If  thefe  fhould  not  have  the  defired 
effedt,  a tea-fpoonful  of  the  lenitive  eledtuary  may 
be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a-day,  as  is  found  neceffary. 
If  the  bleeding  proves  violent,  ligatures  may  be  ap- 
plied to  the  extremities,  as  diredled  for  a bleeding 
at  the  nofe. 

If  the  patient  be  hot  or  feverifh,  bleeding  and 
fmall  dofes  of  nitre  will  be  of  ufe*,  a fcruple  or 
half  a drachm  of  nitre  may  be  taken  in  a cup  of 
his  ordinary  drink  twice  or  thrice  a-day.  His  drink 
may  likewife  be  fharpened  with  acids,  as  juice  of 
lemon,  or  a few  drops  of  the  fpirit  of  vitriol; 
or  he  may  take  frequently  a cup  of  the  tindlure  of 
rofes. 

Bathing  the  feet  and  legs  in  lukewarm  water  has 
likewife  a very  good  effect  in  this  difeafe.  Opi- 
ates too  are  fometimes  beneficial;  but  thefe  muft 
be  administered  with  caution.  Ten  or  twelve  drops 
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of  laudanum  may  be  given  in  a cup  of  barley-wa- 
ter twice  a-day,  and  continued  for  fome  time,  pro- 
vided they  be  found  beneficial. 

The  conferve  of  rofes  is  likewife  a very  good 
medicine  in  this  cafe,  provided  it  be  taken  in  fufR- 
cient  quantity,  and  long  enough  perfided  in.  It 
may  be  taken  to  the  quantity  of  three  or  four 
ounces  a-day;  *and,  if  the  patient  be  troubled  with 
a cough,  it  fhould  be  made  into  an  electuary  with 
balfamic  fyrup,  and  a little  of  the  fyrup  of  pop- 
pies. 

If  flronger  adringents  be  neceffary,  fifteen  or 
twenty  drops  of  the  elixir  of  vitriol  may  be  given 
in  a glafs  of  water  three  or  four  times  a-day. 

Thofe  who  are  fubjedt  to  frequent  returns  of  this 
difeafe  fhould  avoid  all  excefs,  Their  diet  fhould 
be  light  and  cool,  confiding  chiefly  of  milk  and 
vegetables.  Above  all,  let  them  beware  of  vi- 
gorous efforts  of  the  body,  and  violent  agitations 
of  the  mind. 

VOMITING  OF  BLOOD. 

This  is  not  fo  common  as  the  other  difcharges 
of  blood  which  have  already  been  mentioned  ; but 
it  is  very  dangerous,  and  requires  particular  atten- 
tion. 

Vomiting  of  blood  is  generally  preceded  by  pain 
of  the  domach,  ficknefs,  and  naufea;  and  is  ac- 
companied with  great  anxiety,  and  frequent  faint- 
ing tits. 

This  difeafe  is  fometimes  periodical;  in  which 
cafe  it  is  lefs  dangerous.  It  often  proceeds  from 
an  obdru&ion  of  the  menfes  in  women;  and  fome- 
times from  the  flopping  of  the  hemorrhoidal  flux'- 
in  men.  It  may  be  occafioned  by  any  thing  that 
greatly  ftimulates  or  wounds  the  ftomach,  as  (Iron g 
vomits  or  purges,  acrid  poifons,  fharp  or  hard  fub- 
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(lances  taken  into  the  ftomach,  &c.  It  is  often 
the  effeft  of  obftru&ions  in  the  liver,  the  fpleen, 
or  fome  of  the  other  vifcera.  It  may  likewife  pro- 
ceed from  external  violence,  as  blows  or  bruifes, 
or  from  any  of  the  caufes  which  produce  inflamma- 
tion. In  hyfteric  women,  vomiting  of  blood  is  a 
very  common,  but  by  no  means  a dangerous  fymp- 
tom.  • 

A great  part  of  the  danger  in  this  difeafe  arifes 
from  the  extravafated  blood  lodging  in  the  bowels, 
and  becoming  putrid,  by  which  means  a dyfentery 
or  putrid  fever  may  be  occafioned.  The  bed  way 
of  preventing  this,  is  to  keep  the  body  gently 
open,  by  frequently  exhibiting  emollient  clyfters. 
Purges  muft  not  be  given  till  the  difcharge  is  ftopt, 
otherwife  they  will  irritate  the  ftomach,  and  in- 
creafe  the  diforder.  All  the  food  and  drink  muft 
be  of  a mild  cooling  nature,  and  taken  in  fmall 
quantities.  Even  drinking  cold  water  has  fome- 
times  proved  a remedy,  but  it  will  fucceed  better 
when  fharpened  with  the  weak  fpirits  of  vitriol. 
When  there  are  figns  of  an  inflammation,  bleeding 
may  be  neceftaryj  but  the  patient’s  weaknefs  will 
feldom  permit  it.  Opiates  may  be  of  life*  but 
they  muft  be  given  in  very  fmall  dofes,  as  four 
or  five  drops  of  liquid  laudanum  twice  or  thrice 
a-day. 

After  the  difcharge  is  over,  as  the  patient  is  ge- 
nerally troubled  with  gripes,  occafioned  by  the 
acrimony  of  the  blood  lodged  in  the  inteftines, 
gentle  purges  will  be  neceflary. 
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This  is  a difcharge  of  blood  from  the  veffels  of 
the  kidneys  or  bladder,  occafioned  by  their  being 
either  enlarged,  broken,  or  eroded,  It  is  more  or 
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lefs  dangerous  according  to  the  different  circum- 
ftances  which  attend  it. 

When  pure  blood  is  voided  fuddenly  without  in- 
terruption and  without  pain,  it  proceeds  from  the 
kidneys;  but  if  the  blood  be  in  fmall  quantity,  of 
a dark  colour,  and  emitted  with  heat  and  pain  about 
the  bottom  of  the  belly,  it  proceeds  from  the  blad- 
der. When  bloody  urine  is  occafioned  by  a rough 
ftone  defcending  from  the  kidneys  to  the  bladder, 
which  wounds  the  ureters , it  is  attended  with  a 
fharp  pain  in  the  back,  and  difficulty  of  making 
Ayater.  If  the  coats  of  the  bladder  are  hurt  by  a 
Hone,  and  the  bloody  urine  follows,  it  is  attended 
with  the  moft  acute  pain,  and  a previous  ftoppage 
of  urine. 

Bloody  urine  may  likewife  be  occafioned  by  falls, 
blows,  the  lifting  or  carrying  of  heavy  burdens, 
hard  riding,  or  any  violent  motion.  It  may  alfo 
proceed  from  ulcers  of  the  bladder,  from  a ftone 
lodged  in  the  kidneys,  or  from  violent  purges,  or 
fliarp  diuretic  medicines,  efpecially  cantharides. 

Bloody  urine  is  always  attended  with  lbme  de- 
gree of  danger  ; but  it  is  peculiarly  fo  when  mixed 
with  purulent  matter,  as  this  (hews  an  ulcer  fome- 
where  in  the  urinary  paffages.  Sometimes  this  dif- 
charge  proceeds  from  excefs  of  blood,  in  which 
cafe  it  is  rather  to  be  confidered  as  a falutary  eva- 
cuation than  a difeafe.  If  the  difcharge  however 
be  very  great,  it  may  wade  the  patient’s  ftrength, 
and  occafion  an  ill  habit  of  body,  a dropfy,  of 
a confumption. 

The  treatment  of  this  diforder  muft  be  varied  ac- 
cording to  the  different  caufes  from  which  it  pro- 
ceeds. 

When  it  is  owing  to  a ftone  in  the  bladder,  the 
cure  depends  upon  an  operation ; a defcription  of 
which  would  be  foreign  to  our  purpofe. 
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If  it  be  attended  with  a plethora,  and  fymptoms 
of  inflammation,  bleeding  will  be  neceflary.  The 
body  muft  likewife  be  kept  open  by  emollient  clyf- 
ters,  or  cooling  purgative  medicines;  as  cream  of 
tartar,  rhubarb,  manna,  or  fmall  doles  of  lenitive 
eledtuary. 

When  bloody  urine  proceeds  from  a diflblved 
Rate  of  the  blood,  it  is  commonly  the  fymptom  of 
fome  malignant  difeafe;  as  the  fmall-pox,  a putrid 
fever,  or  the  like.  In  this  cafe  the  patient's  life 
depends  on  the  liberal  ufe  of  the  Peruvian  bark 
and  acids,  as  has  already  been  (hewn. 

When  there  is  reafbn  to  fufpedt  an  ulcer  in  the 
kidneys  or  bladder,  the  patient's  diet  mud  be  cool, 
and  his  drink  of  a foft,  healing,  balfamic  quality, 
as  decodtions  of  marfh-mallow  roots  with  liquorice, 
lolution  of  gum-arabic,  &c.  Three  ounces  of 
marfli-mallow  roots,  and  half  an  ounce  of  liquorice, 
may  be  boiled  in  two  Engiifh  quarts  of  water  to 
one;  two  ounces  of  gum-arabic,  and  half  an  ounce 
of  purified  nitre,  may  be  diflblved  in  the  {trained 
liquor,  and  a tea-cupful  of  it  taken  four  or  five’ 
times  a-day. 

The  early  ufe  of  aftringents  in  this  difeafe  has. 
often  bad  confequences.  When  the  flux  is  (top- 
pea  too  foon,  the  grumous  blood,  by  being  con- 
fined in  the  veffels,  may  produce  inflammations, 
abfcefs,  and  ulcers.  If  however  the  cafe  be  urgent, 
or  the  patient  feems  to  fuffer  from  the  lofs  of  blood, 
gentle  aftringents  may  be  neceflary.  In  this  cafe 
the  patient  may  take  three  or  four  ounces  of  lime- 
water,  with  half  an  ounce  of  the  tindture  of  Peru- 
vian bark,  three  times  a-day. 
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Th  is  difeafe  prevails  in  the  fpring  and  autumn. 
It  is  moft  common  in  marfhy  countries,  where,  after 
hot  and  dry  fummers,  it  is  apt  to  become  epidemic. 
Perfons  are  moft  liable  to  it  who  are  much  expofed 
to  the  night-air,  or  who  live  in  places  where  the 
air  Is  confined  and  unwholefome.  Hence  it  often 
proves  fatal  in  camps,  on  fhipboard,  in  jails,  hofpi- 
tals,  and  Rich  like  places. 

CAUSES. The  dyfentery  may  be  occafioned 

by  any  thing  that  obftru&s  the  perfpiration,  or  ren- 
ders the  humours  putrid  ; as  damp  beds,  wet  clothes, 
unwholefome  diet,  bad  air,  &c.  But  it  is  moft  fre- 
quently communicated  by  infedtion.  This  ought 
to  make  people  extremely  cautious  in  going  near 
fuch  perfons  as  labour  under  the  difeafe.  Even  the 
fmell  of  the  patient’s  excrements  has  been  known  to 
communicate  the  infedlion. 

SYMPTOMS. It  is  known  by  a flux  of  the 

belly,  attended  with  violent  pain  of  the  bowels,  a 
conftant  inclination  to  go  to  ftool,  and  generally 
more  or  lefs  blood  in  the  ftools.  It  begins,  like 
other  fevers,  with  chillnefs,  lofs  of  ftrength,  a 
quick  pulfe,  great  thirft,  and  an  inclination  to  vo- 
mit. The  ftools  are  at  firft  greafy  and  frothy,  af- 
terwards they  are  ftreaked  with  blood,  and  at  laft 
have  frequently  the  appearance  of  pure  blood,  mixed 
withfmall  filaments  refembling  bits  of  {kin.  Worms 
are  fometimes  pafied  both  upwards  and  downwards 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe.  When 
the  patient  goes  to  ftool,  he  feels  a bearing  down, 
as  if  the  whole  bowels  were  falling  out,  and  fome- 
times a part  of  the  inteftine  is  actually  protruded, 
which  proves  exceeding  troublefome,  efpecially  in 

children. 
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children.  Flatulency  is  likewife  a troublefome 
fymptom,  efpecially  towards  the  end  of  the  dif- 
eafe. 

Th  is  difeafe  may  be  diftinguilhed  from  a diar- 
rhoea or  loofenefs,  by  the  acute  pain  of  the  bowels, 
and  the  blood  which  generally  appears  in  the  ftools. 
It  may  be  diftinguilhed  from  the  cholera  morbus  by 
its  not  being  attended  with  fuch  violent  and  fre- 
quent fits  of  vomiting,  &c. 

When  the  dyfentery  attacks  the  old,  the  delicate, 
or  fuch  as  have  been  wafted  by  the  gout,  the  fcur- 
vy,  or  other  lingering  difeafes,  it  generally  prov^fc 
fatal.  Vomiting  and  hiccuping  are  bad  figns,  as 
they  fhew  an  inflammation  of  the  ftomach.  When 
the  ftools  are  green,  black,  or  have  an  exceeding 
difagreeable  cadaverous  fmell,  the  danger  is  very 
great,  as  it  lhows  the  difeafe  to  be  of  the  putrid 
kind.  It  is  an  unfavourable  fymptom  when  clyfters 
are  immediately  returned;  but  ftill  more  fo,  when 
the  paffage  is  fo  obftinately  fhut,  that  they  cannot 
be  injefled.  A feeble  pulfe,  coldnefs  of  the  extre- 
mities, with  difficulty  of  fwallowing,  and  convul- 
fions,  are  figns  of  approaching  death. 

REGIMEN. Nothing  is  of  more  importance 

in  this  difeafe  than  cleanlinefs.  It  contributes 
greatly  to  the  recovery  of  the  patient,  and  no  lefs 
to  the  fafety  of  fuch  as  attend  him.  In  all  conta- 
gious difeafes  the  danger  is  increafed,  and  the  in- 
fe&ion  fpread,  by  the  negledt  of  cleanlinefs;  but 
in  no  one  more  than  this.  Every  thing  about  the 
patient  fhould  be  frequently  changed.  The  excre- 
ments fhould  never  be  fuffered  to  continue  in  his 
chamber,  but  removed  immediately,  and  buried 
under  ground.  A conftant  ftream  of  frefh  air 
fhould  be  admitted  into  the  chamber;  and  it  ought 
frequently  to  be  fprinkled  with  vinegar,  juice  of  le- 
mon, or  fbme  other  ftrong  acid. 
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The  patient  muft  not  be  difcouraged,  but  his  fpi- 
rits  kept  up  in  hopes  of  a cure.  Nothing  tends 
more  to  render  any  putrid  difeafe  mortal,  than  the 
fears  and  apprehenfions  of  the  fick.  All  difeafes 
of  this  nature  have  a tendency  to  fink  and  deprefs 
the  fpirits,  and  when  that  is  increafed  by  fears  and 
alarms  from  thofe  whom  the  patient  believes  to 
be  perfons  of  Ikill,  it  cannot  fail  to  have  the  worft 
cffetts. 

A flannel  waiftcoat  worn  next  the  (kin  has  often 
a very  good  effedt  in  the  dyfentery.  This  promotes 
the  perfpiration  without  over-heating  the  body. 
Great  caution  however  is  neceffary  in  leaving  it  off. 

I have  often  known  a dyfentery  brought  on  by  im- 
prudently throwing  off  a flannel  waiftcoat  before 
the  feafon  was  fufflciently  warm.  For  whatever 
purpofe  this  piece  of  drefs  is  worn,  it  fhould  never 
be  left  off  but  in  a warm  feafon. 

In  this  difeafe  the  greateft  attention  mud  be  paid 
to  the  patient’s  diet.  Flefh,  fifh,  and  every  thing 
that  has  a tendency  to  turn  putrid  or  rancid  on  the 
ftomach,  muft  be  abftained  from.  Apples  boiled 
in  milk,  water-pap,  and  plain  light  pudding,  with 
broth  made  of  the  gelatinous  parts  of  animals,  may 
conftitute  the  principal  part  of  the  patient’s  food. 
Gelatinous  broth  not  only  anfwers  the  purpofe  of 
food,  but  likewife  of  medicine.  I have  often  known 
dyfenteries,  which  were  not  of  a putrid  nature, 
cured  by  it  after  pompous  medicines  had  proved 
ineffe&ual*. 

Another 

* The  manner  of  making  this  broth  is,  to  take  a fheep’s  head 
and  feet  with  the  fkin  upon  them,  and  to  burn  the  wool  off  with 
a hot  iron ; afterwards  to  boil  them  till  the  broth  is  quite  a jelly. 
A little  cinnamon  or  mace  may  be  added,  to  give  the  broth  a a 
agreeable  flavour,  and  the  patient  may  take  a little  of  it  warm 
with  toafted  bread  three  or  four  times  a-day.  A clyfter  of  it 
may  likewife  be  given  twice  a-day.  Such  as  cannot  ufe  the  broth 
made  in  this  way,  may  have  the  head  and  feet  Ikinned  j but  we 

have 
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Another  kind  of  food  very  proper  in  the  dyfen- 
tery,  which  may  be  ufed  bv  fuch  as  cannot  take  the 
broth  mentioned  above,  is  made  by  boiling  a few 
handfuls  of  fine  flour,  tied  in  a cloth,  for  fix  or  fe- 
ven  hours,  till  it  becomes  as  hard  as  ftarch.  Two 
or  three  table-fpoonfuls  of  this  may  be  grated 
down,  and  boiled  in  fuch  a quantity  of  new  milk 
and  water  as  to  be  of  the  thick nefs  of  pap.  This 
may  be  fweetened  to  the  patient’s  taile,  and  taken 
for  his  ordinary  food*. 

In  a putrid  dyfentery  the  patient  may  be  allowed 
to  eat  freely  of  moft  kinds  of  good  ripe  fruit;  as 
apples,  grapes,  goofeberries,  currant-berries,  ftraw* 
berries,  &c.  Thefe  may  either  be  eaten  raw  or 
boiled,  with  or  without  milk,  as  the  patient  chufes. 
The  prejudice  againfi:  fruit  in  this  difeafe  is  fo  great, 
that  many,  believe  it  to  be  the  common  caufe  of 
dylenteries.  This  however  is  an  egregious  miftake. 
Both  reafon  and  experience  fhew,  that  good  fruit 
is  one  of  the  belt  medicines,  both  for  the  preven- 

have  reafon  to  believe  that  this  injures  the  medicine.  It  is  not  our 
bufinefs  here  to  reafon  upon  the  nature  and  qualities  of  medicine, 
otherwife  this  might  be  ihewn  to  poflefs  virtues  every  way  fuited 
to  the  cure  of  a dyfentery  which  does  not  proceed  from  a putrid 
ftate  of  the  humours.  One  thing  we  know,  which  is  preferable 
to  all  reafoning,  that  whole  families  have  often  been  cured  by  it, 
after  they  had  ufed  many  other  medicines  in  vain,  ft  will,  how- 
ever, be  proper  that  the  patient  take  a vomit,  and  a dofe  or  two 
of  rhubarb,  before  he  begins  to  ufe  the  broth.  It  will  likewife 
be  neceflary  to  continue  the  ufe  of  it  for  aconfiderable  time,  and 
to  make  it  the  principal  food. 

* The  learned  and  humane  Dr.  Rutherford,  late  profeflor  of 
medicine  in  the  univerlity  of  Edinburgh,  ufed  to  mention  this 
food  in  his  public  le&ures  with  great  encomiums.  He  dire&ed  it 
to  be  made  by  tying  a pound  or  two  of  the  fineft  flower,  as  tight  as 
poflible,  in  a linen  rag,  afterwards  to  dip  it  frequently  in  water, 
and  to  dridge  the  outfide  with  flour,  till  a cake  or  cruft  was 
formed  around  it,  which  prevents  the  water  from  foaking  into  it 
while  boiling.  It  is  then  to  be  boiled  till  it  becomes  a hard  dry 
mafs,  as  dire&ed  above.  This,  when  mixed  with  milk  and  wa-, 
ter,  will  not  only  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  food,  but  may  likewife 
be  given  in  clyfters. 
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tion  and  cure  of  the  dyfentery.  Good  fruit  is  in 
every  refpedt  calculated  to  counteraft  that  tendency 
to  putrefa&ion,  from  whence  the  mod  dangerous 
kind  of  dyfentery  proceeds.  The  patient  in  fuch  a 
cafe  ought  therefore  to  be  allowed  to  eat  as  much 
fruit  as  he  pleafes,  provided  it  be  ripe*. 

The  mod  proper  drink  in  this  d iforjer  is  whey. 
The  dyfentery  has  often  been  cured  by  the  ufe  of 
clear  whey  alone.  It  may  be  taken  both  for  drink 
and  in  form  of  clyfter.  When  they  cannot  be 
had,  barley-water  fttarpened  with  cream  of  tartar 
may  be  drank,  or.  a deco&ion  of  barley  and  tama- 
rinds; two  ounces  of  the  former  and  one  of  the 
latter  may  be  boiled  in  two  Englifh  quarts  of  wa- 
ter to  one.  Warm  water,  water-gruel,  or  water 
wherein  hot  iron  has  been  frequently  quenched,  are 
all  very  proper,  and  may  be  drank  in  turns.  Ca- 
momile-tea, if  the  ftomach  will  bear  it,  is  an  ex- 
ceeding proper  drink.  It  both  ftrengthens  the  fto- 
mach, and  by  its  antifeptic  quality  tends  to  pre- 
vent a mortification  of  the  bowels. 

MEDICINE. At  the  beginning  of  this  dif- 

eafe  it  is  always  neceflary  to  cleanfe  the  firft  paf- 
fages.  For  this  purpofe  a vomit  of  ipecacuanha 
muft  be  given,  and  wrought  off  with  weak  camo- 

* I lately  faw  a young  man  who  had  been  feized  with  a dyfen- 
tery in  North  America.  Many  things  had  been  tried  there  for  his 
relief,  but  to  no  purpofe.  At  length,  tired  out  with  difappoint- 
ments  from  medicine,  and  reduced  to  Ikin  and  bone,  he  came  over 
to  Britain,  rather  with  a view  to  die  among  his  relations,  than  with 
any  hopes  of  a cure.  After  taking  fundry  medicines  here  with 
no  better  fuccefs  than  abroad,  I advifed  him  to  leave  off  the  ufe 
of  drugs,  and  to  trull  entirely  to  a diet  of  milk  and  fruits,  with 
gentle  exercife.  Strawberries  was  the, only  fruit  he  could  procure 
at  that  feafon.  Thefe  he  eat  with  milk  twice,  and  fometimes 
thrice  a-day.  The  confequence  was,  that  iu  a (hort  time  his  ftools 
were  reduced  from  upwards  of  twenty  in  a-day,  to  three  or  four, 
and  fometimes  not  fo  many.  He  ufed  the  other  fruits  as  they 
came  in,  and  was  in  a few  weeks  fo  well  as  to  leave  that  part  of 
the  country  where  1 was,  with  a view  to  return  to  America. 

mile- 
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mile- tea.  Strong  vomits  are  feldom  neceffary  here, 
A fcruple,  or  at  moft  half  a drachm  of  ipecacuanha, 
is  generally  fufficient  for  an  adult,  and  fometimes 
a very  few  grains  will  luffice.  The  day  after  the 
vomit,  half  a drachm,  or  two  fcruples  of  rhubarb, 
mud  be  taken;  or,  what  will  anfwer  the  purpofe 
Tather  better,  an  ounce  or  an  ounce  and  a half  of 
Epfom  falts.  This  dofe  may  be  repeated  every 
other  day  for  two  or  three  times.  Afterwards 
fmall  doles  of  ipecacuanha  may  be  taken  for  fome 
time.  Two  or  three  grains  of  the  powder  may  be 
mixed  in  a table-fpoonful  of  the  fyrup  of  poppies, 
and  taken  three  times  a-day. 

Thefe  evacuations,  and  the  regimen  prefcribed 
above,  will  often  be  fufficient  to  effedt  a cure. 
Should  it  however  happen  otherwife,  the  following 
aftringent  medicines  may  be  ufed  : 

A clyfter  of  ftarch  of  fat  mutton-broth,  with 
thirty  or  forty  drops  of  liquid  laudanum  in  it,  may 
be  adminiftered  twice  a-day.  At  the  fame  time  an 
ounce  of  gum-arabic,  and  half  an  ounce  of  gum- 
tragacanth,  may  be  diifolved  in  an  Engliffi  pint  of 
barley-water,  over  a (low  fire,  and  a table-fpoonful 
of  it  taken  every  hour. 

If  thefe  have  not  the  defired  effect,  the  patient 
may  take,  four  times  a-day,  about  the  bulk  of  a 
nutmeg  of  the  Japonic  confettion^  drinking  after  it  a 
tea-cupful  of  the  decodtion  of  logwood*. 

Perfons  who  have  been  cured  of  this  difeafe  are 
very  liable  to  relapfe;  to  prevent  which,  great  cir- 
cumfpedtion  with  refpedt  to  diet  is  neceffary.  The 
patient  mud  abftain  from  all  fermented  liquors, 
except  now  and  then  a glafs  of  good  wine;  but  he 
muft  drink  no  kind  of  malt  liquor.  He  lhould 
likewife  abftain  from  animal  food,  as  fifh  and  flefti, 
and  live  principally  on  milk  and  vegetables. 

* See  Appendix,  Decofiiott  cf  Logvjvod* 

Gentle 
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Gentle  exercife  and  wholefome  air  are  likewife  of 
importance.  The  patient  fliould  go  to  the  country 
2|s  foon  as  his  ftrength  will  permit,  and  fliould  take 
cxercife  daily  on  horfeback,  or  in  a carriage.  He 
may  likewife  ufe  bitters  infufed  in  wine  or  brandy, 
and  may  drink  twice  a-day  a gill  of  lime-water 
mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  new  milk. 

When  dyfenteries  prevail,  we  would  recommend 
a ftridt  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  a fpare  ufe  of  ani- 
mal food,  and  the  free  ufe  of  found  ripe  fruits,  and 
other  vegetables.  The  night  air  is  to  be  carefully 
avoided,  and  all  communication  with  the  fick. 
Bad  fmells  are  likewife  to  be  fliunned,  efpecially 
thofe  which  arife  from  putrid  animal  fubftances. 
The  neceffaries  where  the  fick  go  are  carefully  to 
be  avoided. 

When  the  firft  fymptoms  of  the  dyfentery  ap- 
pear, the  patient  ought  immediately  to  take  a vo- 
mit, to  go  to  bed,  and  drink  plentifully  of  weak 
warm  liquor,  to  promote  a fweat*  This,  with  a 
dole  or  two  of  rhubarb  at  the  beginning,  would 
often  carry  off  the  difeafe.  In  countries  where 
dyfenteries  prevail,  we  would  advife  fuch  as  are 
liable  to  them,  to  take  either  a vomit  or  a purge 
every  fpring  or  autumn,  as  a preventive. 

There  are  fundry  other  fluxes  of  the  belly,  as  the 
LIENTERY  and  CCELIAC  PASSION,  which, 
though  lefs  dangerous  than  the  dyfentery,  yet  meric 
confideration.  Thefe  difeafes  generally  proceed 
from  a relaxed  ftate  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines, 
which  is  fometimes  fo  great,  that  the  food  paffes 
through  them  with  hardly  any  fenfible  alteration; 
and  the  patient  dies  merely  from  the  want  of  nou- 
rifliment. 

When  the  lientery  or  coeliac  paffion  fucceeds  to 
a dyfentery,  the  cafe  is  bad.  They  are  always  dan- 
gerous in  old  age,  efpecially  when  the  conftitution 
lias  been  broken  by  excefs  or  acute  difeafes*  If  the 

ftools 
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ftools  be  very  frequent,  and  quite  crude,  the  third 
great,  with  little  urine,  the  mouth  ulcerated,  and 
the  face  marked  with  fpots  of  different  colours, 
the  danger  is  very  great. 

The  treatment  of  the  patient  is  in  general  the 
fame  as  in  the  dyfentery.  In  all  obftinate  fluxes  of 
the  belly,  the  cure  muff  be  attempted,  by  firft 
cleanfing  the  ftomach  and  bowels  with  gentle  vo- 
mits and  purges;  afterwards  fuch  a diet  as  has  a 
tendency  to  heal  and  ftrengthen  the  bowels,  with 
opiates  and  aftringent  medicines,  will  generally 
complete  the  cure. 

The  fame  obfervation  holds  with  refpeft  to  a 
TENESMUS,  or  frequent  defire  of  going  to  ftool. 
This  difeafe  refembles  the  dyfentery  fo  much,  both 
in  its  fymptoms  and  method  of  cure,  that  we  think 
it  neediefs  to  infill  upon  it. 


CHES  and  pains  proceed  from  very  different 


caufes,  and  may  affedl  any  part  of  the  body; 
but  we  fhall  point  out  thofe  only  which  occur  mod 
frequently,  and  are  attended  with  the  greatell  dan- 


When  the  head-ach  is  flight,  and  affe<5l$  a par- 
ticular part  of  the  head  only,  it  is  called  cephalalgia ; 
when  the  whole  head  is  affedled,  cephalaa->  and  when 
on  one  fide  only,  hemi crania.  A fixed  pain  in  the 
forehead,  which  may  be  covered  with  the  end  of 
the  thumb,  is  called  the  clavis  hyftericus . 

There  are  alfo  other  diftindlions.  Sometimes  the 
pain  is  internal,  fometimes  external;  fometimes  it 
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is  an  original  difeafe,  and  at  other  times  onlyfymp- 
tomatic.  When  the  head-ach  proceeds  from  a hot 
bilious  habit,  the  pain  is  very  acute  and  throbbing, 
with  a confiderable  heat  of  the  part  affe<5ted.  When 
from  a cold  phlegmatic  habit,  the  patient  com- 
plains of  a dull  heavy  pain,  and  has  a fenfe  of  cold- 
nefs  in  the  part.  This  kind  of  head-ach  is  fome- 
times  attended  with  a degree  of  ftupiditv  or  folly. 

Whatever  obftru&s  the  free  circulation  of  the 
blood  through  the  vefiels  of  the  head,  may  occafion 
a head  ach.'  In  perfons  of  a full  habit,  who  abound 
with  blood,  the  head-ach  often  proceeds  from  the 
ftippreflion  of  cuftomary  evacuations ; as  bleeding 
at  the  nofe,  fweating  of  the  feet,  &c.  It  may 
likewife  proceed  from  any  caufe  that  determines 
a great  flux  of  blood  towards  the  head  ; as  cold- 
nefs  of  the  extremities,  or  hanging  down  the  head 
for  a long  time.  Whatever  prevents  the  return 
of  the  blood  from  the  head  will  likewife  occafion 
a head  ach  ; as  looking  long  obliquely  at  any 
objeft,  wearing  any  thing  tight  about  the  neck,  a 
new  hat,  or  the  like. 

When  a head-ach  proceeds  from  the  ftoppage  of 
a running  at  the  nofe,  there  is  a heavy,  obtufe, 
preffing  pain  in  the  fore-part  of  the  head,  in  which 
there  feems  to  be  fuch  a weight,  that  the  patient 
can  fcarce  hold  it  up.  When  it  is  occafioned  by 
the  cauftic  matter  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  it  gene- 
rally afft&s  the  fkull  and  often  produces  a carief 
of  the  bones. 

Sometimes  the  head-ach  proceeds  from  the  re- 
pulfion.or  retroceffion  of  the  gout,  the  eryfipelas, 
the  fmall-pox,  meafles,  itch,  or  other  eruptive  dif- 
eafes.  What  is  called  a hemicrania  generally  pro- 
ceeds from  crudities  or  indigeflion.  Inankion,  or 
emptinefs,  will  often  alfo  occafion  head-achs.  I have 
often  feen  inftances  of  this  in  nurfes  who  gave  fuck 

A a too 
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too  long,  or  who  did  not  take  a fufficient  quantity 
of  folid  food. 

There  is  likewife  a moft  violent,  fixed,  con- 
ftant,  and  almoft  intolerable  head-ach,  which  oc- 
cafions  great  debility  both  of  body  and  mind,  pre- 
vents fleep,  deftroys  the  appetite,  caufes  a vertigo , 
dimnefs  of  fight,  a noife  in  the  ears,  convulfions, 
epileptic  fits,  and  fometimes  vomiting,  coftivenefs, 
coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  &c. 

The  head-ach  is  often  fymptomatic  in  continual 
and  intermitting  fevers,  especially  quartans.  It  is 
likewife  a very  common  fymptom  in  hyfteric  and 
hypochondriac  complaints. 

When  a head-ach  attends  an  acute  fever,  with 
pale  urine,  it  is  an  unfavourable  fymptom.  In  ex- 
cefiive  head-achs,  coldnefs  of  the  extremities  is  a 
bad  fign. 

When  the  difeafe  continues  long,  and  is  very 
violent,  it  often  terminates  in  blindnefs,  an  apo- 
plexy, deafnefs,  a vertigo , the  pally,  or  the  epi- 
lepfy. 

In  this  difeafe  the  cool  regimen  in  general  is  to 
be  obferved.  The  diet  ought  to  confift  of  fuch 
emollient  fubftances  as  will  correct  the  acrimony 
of  the  humours,  and  keep  the  body  open ; as  apples 
boiled  in  milk,  fpinage,  turnips,  and  fuch  like. 
The  drink  ought  to  be  diluting?  as  barley-water, 
infufions  of  mild  mucilaginous  vegetables,  decoc- 
tions of  the  fudorific  woods,  &c.  The  feet  and 
legs  ought  to  be  kept  warm,  and  frequently  bathed 
in  lukewarm  water ; the  head  fnould  be  fhaved, 
and  bathed  with  water  and  vinegar.  The  patient 
ought  as  much  as  poflible  to  keep  in  an  ered  pof- 
ture,  and  not  to  lie  with  his  head  too  low. 

When  the  head-ach  is  owing  to  excefs  of  blood, 
cr  an  hot  bilious  conftitution,  bleeding  is  necef- 
lary.  The  patient  may  be  bled  in  the  jugular  vein, 

and 


OF  THE  HEAD-ACH.  355 

end  the  operation  repeated  if  there  be  occafion. 
Cupping  alfo,  or  the  application  pf  leeches  to  the 
temples,  and  behind  the  ears,  will  be  of  fervice. 
Afterwards  a bliftering  plafter  may  be  applied  to 
the  neck  behind  the  ears,  or  to  any  part  of  the  head 
that  is  moft  affe&ed.  In  fome  cafes  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  blifter  the  whole  head.  In  perfons  of  a 
grofs  habit,  iffues  or  perpetual  blifters  wiil  be  of 
fervice.  The  body  ought  likewife  to  be  kept  open 
by  gentle  laxatives. 

But  when  the  head-ach  proceeds  from  a copious 
vitiated  Jerum  ftagnating  in  the  membranes,  either 
within  or  without  the  fkull,  with  a dull,  heavy,  con- 
tinual pain,  which  will  neither  yield  to  bleeding 
nor  gentle  laxative's,  then  more  powerful  purgatives 
are  neceffary,  as  pills  made  of  aloes,  refin  of  jalap, 
or  the  like.  It  will  alfo  be  neceffary  in  this  cafe  to 
blifter  the  whole  head,  and  to  keep  the  back  part 
of  the  neck  open  for  a conftderable  time  by  a per- 
petual blifter. 

When  the  head-ach  is  occafioned  by  the  ftop- 
page  of  a running  at  the  nofe,  the  patient  fliould 
frequently  fmell  to  a bottle  of  volatile  fairs ; he 
may  likewife  take  fnuff,  or  any  thing  that  wiil  irri- 
tate the  nofe,  fo  as  to  promote  a difcnarge  from  it; 
as  the  herb  maftich,  ground- ivy,  &c. 

A hemicrania , efpecially  a periodical  one,  is  gene- 
rally owing  to  a foulnels  of  the  ftomach,  for  which 
gentle  vomits  muft  be  adminiftered,  as  alfo  purges 
of  rhubarb.  After  the  bowels  have  been  fufficiently 
cleared,  chalybeate  waters,  and  fuch  bitters  as 
ftrengthen  the  ftomach,  will  be  neceffary.  A pe- 
riodical head-ach  has  been  cured  by  wearing  a piece 
of  flannel  over  the  forehead  during  the  night. 

When  the  head-ach  arifes  from  a vitiated  ftate 
of  the  humours,  as  in  the  fcurvy  and  venereal 
difeafe,  the  patient,  after  proper  evacuations,  muft: 
drink  freely  of  the  deco&ion  of  woods,  or  the 
A a 2 decoe-* 
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decotftion  of  farfaparilla,  with  raifins  and  liquo- 
rice *.  Thefe,  if  duly  perfifted  in,  will  produce 
very  happy  effe&s.  When  a colle&ion  of  matter 
is  felt  under  the  fkin,  it  muft  be  difcharged  by 
an  incifion,  otherwife  it  will  render  the  bone  ca- 
rious. 

When  the  hcad-ach  is  fo  intolerable  as  to  endan- 
ger the  patient's  life,  or  is  attended  with  continual 
watching  and  delirium,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to 
opiates.  Thefe,  after  proper  evacuations  by  clyf- 
ters  or  mild  purgatives,  may  be  applied  both  ex- 
ternally and  internally.  The  affe&ed  part  may  be 
rubbed  with  Bate's  anodyne  balfam,  or  a cloth  dip- 
ped in  it  may  be  applied  to  the  part.  The  patient 
may,  at  the  fame  time,  take  twenty  drops  of  lau- 
danum, in  a cup  of  valerian  or  penny-royal  tea, 
twice  or  thrice  a-day.  This  is  only  to  be  done  in 
cafe  of  extreme  pain.  Proper  evacuations  ought 
always  to  accompany  and  follow  the  ufe  of 
opiates  f* 

When  the  patient  cannot  bear  the  lofs  of  blood, 
his  feet  ought  frequently  to  be  bathed  in  lukewarm 
water,  and  well  rubbed  with  a coarfe  cloth.  Cata- 
plafms  with  muftard  or  horferadifh  ought  likewife  to 
be  applied  to  them.  This  courfe  is  peculiarly  ne- 
ceflary  when  the  pain  proceeds  from  a gouty  hu- 
mour affe&ing  the  head. 

When  the  head-ach  is  occafioned  by  great  heat, 
hard  labour,  or  violent  exercife  of  any  kind,  it  may 
be  allayed  by  cooling  medicines;  as  the  faline 
draughts  with  nitre,  and  the  like. 

* See  Appendix,  Decottion  of  Sarfaparilla . 

-f  When  the  pain  is  very  violent,  and  does  not  yield  to  fmall 
doles  of  laudanum,  the  quantity  may  be  increafed.  I have 
known  a patient  in  extreme  pain  take  three  hundred  drops  in 
twenty-four  hours ; but  fuch  dofes  ought  only  to  be  adminiftered 
by  a perfon  of  ikill. 

A little 
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A little  aether,  dropt  into  the  palm  of  the  hand* 
and  applied  to  the  forehead,  will  fometimes  re- 
move a violent  head-ach. 

OF  THE  TOOTH-ACH. 

This  difeafe  is  fo  well  known,  that  it  needs  no 
defcription.  It  has  great  affinity  with  the  rheuma- 
tifm,  and  often  fucceeds  pains  of  the  ftioulders  and 
other  parts  of  the  body. 

It  may  proceed  from  obftrudted  perfpiration,  or 
any  of  the  other  caufes  of  inflammation.  I have 
often  known  thetooth-ach  occafioned  by  negledting 
fome  part  of  the  ufual  coverings  of  the  head,  by 
fitting  with  the  head  bare  near  an  open  window, 
or  expofing  it  to  a draught  of  cold  air.  Food 
or  drink  taken  either  too  hot  or  too  cold  is  very 
hurtful  to  the  teeth.  Great  quantities  of  fugar,  or 
other  fweet-meats,  are  likewife  hurtful.  Nothing 
is  more  deftru&ive  to  the  teeth  than  cracking  nuts, 
or  chewing  any  kind  of  hard  fubftances.  Picking 
the  teeth  with  pins,  needles,  or  any  thing  that  may 
hurt  the  enamel  with  which  thej  are  covered,  does 
great  mifchief,  as  the  tooth  is  fure  to  be  fpoiled 
whenever  the  air  gets  into  it.  Breeding  women 
are  very  fubjeft  to  the  tooth- ach,  efpecially  during 
the  firft  three  or  four  months  of  pregnancy.  The 
tooth- ach  often  proceeds  from  fcorbutic  humours 
afife&ing  the  gums.  In  this  cafe  the  teeth  are  fome- 
times wafted,  and  fall  out  without  any  confiderable 
degree  of  pain.  The  more  immediate  caufe  of  the 
tooth- ach  is  a rotten  or  carious  tooth. 

In  order  to  relieve  the  tooth-ach,  we  muft  firft 
endeavour  to  lefifen  the  flux  of  humours  to  the  part 
aflfe&ed.  This  may  be  done  by  mild  purgatives, 
fcarifying  the  gums,  or  applying  leeches  to  them, 
and  bathing  the  feet  frequently  with  warm  water. 
The  perfpiration  ought  likewife  to  be  promoted,  by 
A a 3 drinking 
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drinking  freely  of  weak  wine- whey,  or  other  di- 
luting liquors,  with  fmall  dofes  of  nitre.  Vomits 
too  have  often  an  exceeding  good  effect  in  the 
tooth-ach.  It  is  feldom  fafe  to  adminifter  0piates, 
or  any  kind  of  heating  medicines,  or  even  to  draw 
a tooth,  till  proper  evacuations  have  been  premifed  5 
and  thefe  alone  will  often  effedt  the  cure. 

If  this  fails,  and  thepain  and  inflammation  (till  in- 
creafe,  a fuppuration  may  be  expedted,  to  promote 
which  a toafled  fig  fhould  be  held  between  the  gum 
and  the  cheek;  bags  filled  with  boiled  camomile- 
flowers,  flowers  of  elder,  or  the  like,  may  be  applied 
near  the  part  affedted,  with  as  great  a degree  of 
warmth  as  the  patient  can  bear,  and  renewed  as  they 
grow  cool  : the  patient  may  likewife  receive  the 
fleams  of  warm  water  into  his  mouth,  through  an 
inverted  funnel,  or  by  holding  his  head  over  the 
mouth  of  a porringer  filled  with  warm  water. 

Such  things. as  promote  the  difcharge  of  faliva, 
or  caufe  the  patient  to  fpit,  are  generally  of  fervice. 
For  this  purpofe,  bitter,  hot,  or  pungent  vege- 
tables may  be  chewed  ; as  gentian,  calamus  aro^. 
maticus,  or  pellitory  of  Spain.  Allen  recommends 
the  root  of  yellow  water  flower-de-luce  in  this  cafe, 
This  root  may  either  be  rubbed  upon  the  tooth,  or 
a little  of  it  chewed.  Brookes  fays  he  hardly  ever 
knew  it  fail  to  eafe  the  tooth- ach.  It  ought  how- 
ever to  be  ufed  with  caution. 

Many  other  herbs,  roots,  and  feeds,  are  recom- 
mended for  curing  the  tooth-ach;  as  the  leaves  or 
roots  of  millefoil  or  yarrow  chewed,  tobacco 
fmoked  or  chewed,  fiaves-acre,  or  the  feeds  of 
muftard  chewed,  &c.  Thefe  bitter,  hot,  and  pun- 
gent things,  by  occafioning  a greater  flow  o f-faliva%  v 
frequently  give  eafe  in  the  tooth- ach. 

Opiates  often  relieve  tfie  toothach.  For  this 
purpole  a little  cotton  wet  with  laudanum  may  be 
held  between  the  teeth;  or  a piece  of  fticking- 

plafter^ 
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p] after,  about  the  bignefs  of  a (billing,  with  a bit 
of  opium  in  the  middle  of  it,  of  a (ize  not  to 
prevent  the  (ticking  of  the  other,  may  be  laid  on 
the  temporal  artery,  where  the  puliation  is  mod 
fenfible.  Be  la  Motte  affirms,  that  there  are  few 
cafes  wherein  this  will  not  give  relief.  If  there  be 
a hollow  tooth,  a fmall  pill  made  of  equal  parts  of 
camphire  and  opium,  put  into  the  hollow,  is  often 
beneficial.  When  this  cannot  be  had,  the  hollow 
tooth  may  be  filled  with  gum  maftich,  wax,  lead, 
or  any  fubftance  that  will  (tick  in  it,  and  keep  out 
the  external  air. 

Few  applications  give  more  relief  in  the  tooth- 
ach  than  bliftering-plafters.  Thefe  may  be  applied 
between  the  fboulders ; but  they  have  the  belt  ef- 
fect when  put  behind  the  ears,  and  made  fo  large  as 
to  cover  a great  part  of  the  lower  jaw. 

After  all,  when  a tooth  is  carious,  it  is  often  im- 
poffible  to  remove  the  pain  without  extradting  it; 
and,  as  a fpoiled  tooth  never  becomes  found  again, 
it  is  prudent  to  draw  it  foon,  led  it  fbould  affedt 
the  reft.  Tooth-drawing,  like  bleeding,  is  very 
much  pradtifed  by  mechanics,  as  well  as  perfons  of 
the  medical  profeffion.  The  operation  however 
is  not  without  danger,  and  ought  always  to  be  per- 
formed with  care.  A perfon  unacquainted  with  the 
ftructure  of  the  parts  will  be  in  danger  of  hurting 
the  jaw-bone,  or  of  drawing  a found  tooth  inftead 
of  a rotten  one*. 

When  the  tooth-ach  returns  periodically,  and  the 
pain  chiefly  affedts  the  gums,  it  may  be  cured  by 
the  bark. 

Some  pretend  to  have  found  great  benefit  in  the 
tooth-ach,  from  the  application  of  an  artificial 

* This  may  always  be  prevented  by  the  operator  ftriking  upon 
the  teeth  with  any  piece  of  metal,  as  this  never  fails  to  excite  the 
pain  in  the  carious  tooth. 

A a 4 magnet 
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magnet  to  the  afiedted  tooth.  We  fhall  not  attempt 
to  account  for  its  mode  of  operation  ; but,  if  it  be 
found  to  anfwer,  though  only  in  particular  cafes, 
it  certainly  deferves  a trial,  as  it  is  attended  with 
no  expence,  and  cannot  do  any  harm.  Elc&ricity 
has  likewife  been  recommended, 
inftruments  have  been  invented  for 
through  the  affected  tooth. 

Perfons  who  have  returns  of  the  tooth- ach  at 
certain  feafons,  as  fpring  and  autumn,  might  often 
prevent  it  by  taking  a purge  at  thefe  times. 

Keeping  the  teeth  clean  has  no  doubt  a tendency 
to  prevent  the  tooth  ach.  The  belt  method  of 
doing  this  is  to  wafh  them  daily  with  fait  and 
water,  a decodlion  of  the  bark,  or  with  cold  water 
alone.  All  brufhing  and  fcraping  of  the  teeth  is 
dangerous,  and,  unlefs  it  be  performed  with  great 
care,  does  milchief. 

OF  THE  EAK  ACH. 

This  diforder  chiefly  affects  the  membrane  which 
lines  the  inner  cavity  of  the  ear  called  the  meatus 
auditorius . It  is  often  fo  violent  as  to  occafion 
great  rellleffnefs,  anxiety,  and  even  delirium.  Some- 
rimes  epileptic  fits,  and  other  convulfive  difor- 
ders,  have  been  brought  on  by  extreme  pain  in 
the  ear. 

The  ear- ach  may  proceed  from  any  of  the  caufes 
which  produce  inflammation.  It  often  proceeds 
from  a fudden  fuppreflion  of  perfpi ration,  or  from 
|he  head  being  expofed  to  cold  when  covered  with 
fweat.  It  may  alfo  be  occafioned  by  worms,  or 
Other  infedts  getting  into  the  ear,  or  being  bred 
there;  or  from  any  hard  body  flicking  in  the  ear. 
Sometimes  it  proceeds  from  the  tranflation  of  mor- 
bific matter  to  the  ear.  This  often  happens  in  the 
decline  of  malignant  fevers^,  and  occasions  deaf- 
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ncfs,  which  is  generally  reckoned  a favourable 
fymptom. 

When  the  ear-ach  proceeds  from  infe&s,  or  any 
hard  body  (licking  in  the  ear,  every  method  muft 
be  taken  to  remove  them  as  foon  as  poflible.  The 
membranes  may  be  relaxed  by  dropping  into  the 
ear  oil  of  fwcet  almonds,  or  olive  oil.  Afterwards 
the  patient  fhould  be  made  to  fneeze,  by  taking 
fnuff,  or  fome  ftrong  flernutatory.  If  this  fhould 
not  force  out  the  body,  it  muft  be  extrafted  by 
art.  I have  feen  infedls,  which  had  got  into  the 
eat,  come  out  of  their  own  accord  upon  pouring 
in  oil. 

When  the  pain  of  the  ear  proceeds  from  inflam- 
mation, it  mud  be  treated  like  other  topical  inflam- 
mations, by  a cooling  regimen,  and  opening  medi- 
cines. Bleeding  at  the  beginning,  either  in  the 
arm  or  jugular  vein,  or  cupping  in  the  neck,  will 
be  proper.  The  ear  may  Jjkewife  be  fomented 
with  (learns  of  warm  water;  or  flannel  bags  filled 
with  boiled  mallows  and  camomile  flowers  may  be 
applied  to  it  warm ; or  bladders  filled  with  warm 
milk  and  water.  An  exceeding  good  method  of 
fomenting  the  ear  is  to  apply  it  dole  to  the  mouth 
of  a jug  filled  with  warm  water,  or  a ftrong  decoc-^ 
tion  of  camomile-flowers. 

The  patient’s  feet  fhould  be  frequently  bathed  in 
lukewarm  water,  and  he  ought  to  take  fmall  dofes 
of  nitre  and  rhubarb,  yiz.  a fcruple  of  the  former, 
and  ten  grains  of  the  latter,  three  times  a-day.  His 
drink  may  be  whey,  or  decoClion  of  barley  and  li- 
quorice with  figs  or  raifins.  The  parts  behind  the 
ear  ought  frequently  to  be  rubbed  with  campho- 
rated oil,  or  a little  of  the  volatile  liniment. 

When  the  inflammation  cannot  be  difeufifed,  a 
poultice  of  bread  and  milk,  or  roafted  onions,  may 
jbe  applied  to  the  ear,  and  frequently  renewed,  till 

the 
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the  abfcefs  breaks,  or  can  be  opened.  Afterwards 
the  humours  may  be  diverted  from  the  part  by 
gentle  laxatives,  bliflers,  or  iffues ; but  the  dis- 
charge mud  not  be  fuddenly  dried  up  by  any  ex- 
ternal application. 

PAIN  OF  THE  STOMACH,  &c. 

This  may  proceed  from  various  caufes ; as  indi- 
geftion;  wind;  the  acrimony  of  the  bile;  (harp, 
acrid,  cr  poifonous  fubftances  taken  into  the  llo- 
mach,  &c.  It  may  likewife  be  occafioned  by 
worms;  the  ftoppage  of  cullornary  evacuations; 
a tranflation  of  gouty  matter  to  the  llomach,  the 
bowels,  &c. 

Women  in  the  decline  of  life  are  very  liable  to 
pains  of  the  llomach  and  bowels,  efpecially  fuch  as 
are  affli&ed  with  hylleric  complaints.  It  is  like- 
wife very  common  to  hypochondriac  men  of  a 
fedentary  and  luxurious  life.  In  fuch  perfons  it 
often  proves  fo  extremely  obflinate  as  to  baffle  all 
the  powers  of  medicine. 

When  the  pain  of  the  llomach  is  mod  violent 
after  eating,  there  is  reafon  to  fufpect  that  it  pro- 
ceeds from  fome  fault  either  in  the  digeftion  or  the 
food.  In  this  cafe  the  patient  ought  to  change  his 
diet,  till  he  finds  what  kind  of  food  agrees  befc  with 
his  flomach,  and  fhould  continue  chiefly  to  ufe  it. 
If  a change  of  diet  does  not  remove  the  complaint, 
the  patient  may  take  a gentle  vomit,  and  after- 
wards a dofe  or  two  of  rhubard.  He  ought  like- 
wife to  take  an  infufion  of  camomile  flowers,  or 
fome  other  flomachic  bitter,  either  in  wine  or  water. 

I have  often  known  exercife  remove  this  com- 
plaint, efpecially  failing,  or  a long  journey  on 
horfeback,  or  in  a carriage. 

When 
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When  a pain  of  the  ftomach  proceeds  from  fla- 
tulency, the  patient  is  conftantly  belching  up  wind, 
and  feels  an  uneafy  diftention  of  the  ftomach  after 
meals.  This  is  a moft  deplorable  difeale,  and  is 
feldom  thoroughly  cured.  In  general,  the  patient 
ought  to  avoid  all  windy  diet,  and  every  thing 
that  fours  on  the  ftomach,  as  greens,  roots,  &c. 
This  rule  however  admits  of  fome  exceptions. 
There  are  many  inftances  of  perfons  very  much 
troubled  with  wind,  who  have  received  great  be- 
nefit from  eating  parched  peafe,  though  that  grain 
is  generally  ftippofed  to  be  of  a windy  nature  *. 

This  complaint  may  likewife  be  greatly  relieved 
by  labour,  efpeci ally  digging,  reaping  mowing, 
or  any  kind  of  adlive  employment  by  which  the 
bowels  are  alternately  comprefled  and  dilated.  The 
moft  obftinare  cafe  of  this  kind  I ever  met  with  was 
in  a perfon  of  a fedentary  occupation,  whom  I ad- 
vifed,  after  he  had  tried  every  kind  of  medicine  in 
vain,  to  turn  gardener;  which  he  did,  and  has  ever 
fince  enjoyed  good  health. 

When  a pain  of  the  ftomach  is  occafioned  by 
the  fwallowing  of  acrid  or  poifonous  fubftances, 
they  muft  be  difcharged  by  vomit;  this  may  be 
excited  by  butter,  oils,  or  other  foft  things,  which 
iheath  and  defend  the  ftomach  from  the  acrimony 
of  its  contents. 

When  pain  of  the  ftomach  proceeds  from  a trans- 
lation of  gouty  matter,  warm  cordials  are  neceffary, 
as  generous  wines,  French  brandy,  &c.  Some 
have  drank  a whole  bottle  of  brandy  or  rum,  in 
this  cafe  in  a few  hours,  without  being  in  the  leaft: 
intoxicated,  or  even  feeling  the  ftomach  warmed 
by  it.  It  is  impoflible  to  ascertain  the  quantity 

■*  Thefe  are  prepared  by  fteeping  or  foaking  peafe  in  water, 
and  afterwards  drying  them  in  a pot  or  kiln  till  they  be  quite 
hard.  They  m<iy  be  ufed  at  pleafure, 
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neceffary  upon  thefe  occaflons.  This  rnuft  be 
left  to  the  feelings  and  difcretion  of  the  patient. 
The  fafer  way  however  is,  not  to  go  too  far. 
When  there  is  an  inclination  to  vomit,  it  may  be 
promoted  by  drinking  an  infufion  of  camomile 
flowers,  or  car  duns  benedidlus . 

If  a pain  of  the  ftomach  proceed  from  the  flop- 
page  of  cuftomary  evacuations,  bleeding  will  be 
neceffary,  efpecially  in  fanguine  and  very  full  habits. 
It  will  likewife  be  of  ufe  to  keep  the  body  gently 
open  by  mild  purgatives ; as  rhubarb  or  fenna. 
When  this  difeafe  affects  wornen^  in  the  decline  of 
life,  after  the  floppage  of  the  menfes , making  an 
iffue  in  the  leg  or  arm  will  be  of  peculiar  fervice. 

When  the  difeafe  is  occafioned  by  worms,  they 
mu  ft  be  deftroyed,  or  expelled  by  fuch  means  as 
are  recommended  in  the  following  fe&ion. 

When  the  ftomach  is  greatly  relaxed  and  the  di- 
geftion  bad,  which  often  occafion  flatulencies,  the 
elixir  of  vitriol  will  be  of  Angular  fervice.  Fifteen 
or  twenty  drops  of  it  may  be  taken  in  a glafs  of 
wine  or  water  twice  or  thrice  a-day. 

Perfons  affli&ed  with  flatulency  are  generally  un- 
happy unlefs  they  be  taking  fome  purgative  medi- 
cines 5 thefe,  though  they  may  give  immediate  eafe, 
tend  to  weaken  and  relax  the  ftomach  and  bowels, 
and  confequently  increafe  the  diforder.  Their  beft 
method  is  to  mix  purgatives  and  ftomachics  to- 
gether. Equal  parts  of  Peruvian  bark  and  rhu- 
barb may  be  infufed  in  brandy  or  wine,  and  taken 
in  fuch  quantity  as  to  keep  the  body  gently  open. 
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OF  WORMS. 

HE'SE  are  chiefly  of  three  kinds,  viz.  the 


t<enia>  or  tape-worm ; the  teres,  or  round  and 
long  worm;  and  the  ajcarides , or  round  and  fhorc 
worm.  There  are  many  other  kinds  of  worms 
found  in  the  human  body;  but  as  they  proceed,  in 
a great  meafure,  from  fimilar  caufes,  have  nearly 
the  fame  fymptoms,  and  require  almoft  the  fame 
method  of  treatment  as  theie  already  mentioned, 
we  fhall  not  fpend  time  in  enumerating  them. 

The  tape*  worm  is  white,  very  long,  and  full 
,of  joints.  It  is  generally  bred  either  in  the  ftomach 
or  fmall  inteftines.  The  round  and  long  worm  is 
likewife  bred  in  the  fmall  guts,  and  fometimes  in  the 
ftomach.  The  round  and  fhort  worms  commonly 
lodge  in  the  rettum,  or  what  is  called  the  end  gut, 
and  occafion  a difagreeable  itching  about  the  feat. 

The  long  round  worms  occaflon  fqueamifhnefs, 
vomiting,  a difagreeable  breath,  gripes,  loofenefs, 
fwelling  of  the  belly,  fwoonings,  loathing  of  food, 
and  at  other  times  a voracious  appetite,  a dry  cough, 
convulfions,  epileptic  fits,  and  fometimes  a priva- 
tion of  fpeech.  Thefe  worms  have  been  known 
to  perforate  the  inteftines,  and  get  into  the  cavity 
of  the  belly.  The  effects  of  the  tape-worm  are 
nearly  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  long  and  round, 
but  rather  more  violent. 

Andry  fays,  the  following  fymptoms  particularly 
attend  th z folium,  which  is  a fpecies  of  the  tape- 
worm, viz . fwoonings,  privation  of  fpeech,  and  a 
voracious  appetite.  The  round  worms  called  ajca- 
rides, befides  an  itching  of  the  anus , caufe  fwoonings, 
and  tenefmus,  or  an  inclination  to  go  to  (tool. 
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CAUSES. -Worms  may  proceed  from  Various 

caules;  but  they  are  feldom  found  except  in  weak 
and  relaxed  ftomachs,  where  the  digeftion  is  bad. 
Sedentary  perfons  are  more  liable  to  them  than  the 
active  and  laborious.  Thofe  who  eat  great  quan- 
tities of  unripe  fruit,  or  who  live  much  on  raw 
herbs  and  roots,  are  generally  fubjeCt  to  worms. 
There  feems  to  be  a hereditary  difpofitipn  in  feme 
perfons  to  this  difeafe.  I have  often  feen  all  the 
children  of  a family  fubject  to  worms  of  a particular 
kind.  They  feem  likewife  frequently  to  be  owing 
to  the  nurfe.  Children  of  the  fame  family,  nurfed 
by  one  woman,  have  often  worms,  when  thofe 
nurfed  by  another  have  none. 

SYMPTOMS.- -The  common  fymptoms  of 

worms  are,  palenefs  of  the  countenance,  and  at 
other  times,  an  univerfal  ftufhing  of  the  face;  itch- 
ing of  the  nofe ; this  however  is  doubtful,  as  chil- 
dren pick  their  nofes  in  all  difeafes;  darting,  and 
grinding  of  the  teeth  in  Deep;  fwelling  of  the 
upper  lip ; the  appetite  femetimes  bad,  at  other 
times  quite  voracious;  loofenefs ; a four  or  kink- 
ing breath ; a hard  fwelled  belly  ; great  third ; the 
urine  frothy,  and  iornetimes  of  a whitifh  colour; 
griping,  or  colic  pains;  an  involuntary  difeharge 
of  fa  lively  efpecially  when  afieep;  frequent  pains  of 
the  fide,  with  a dry  cough,  and  unequal  pulfe; 
palpitations  of  the  heart;  fwoonings;  drowlinefs; 
cold  fweats  ; palfy  ; epileptic  fits,  with  many  other 
unaccountable  nervous  fymptoms,  which  were  for- 
merly attributed  to  witchcraft,  or  the  influence  of 
evil  lpirits.  Small  bodies  in  the  excrements  refem- 
bling  melon  or  cucumber  feeds  are  fymptoms  of 
the  tape- worm. 

I lately  faw  fome  very  furpriflng  effects  of  worms 
in  a girl  about  five  years  of  age,  who  ufed  to  lie  for 
whole  hours  as  if  dead.  She  at  lad  expired,  and, 
upon  opening  her  body,  a number  of  the  teres , or 

long 
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long  round  worms,  were  found  in  her  guts,  which 
were  confiderably  inflamed ; and  what  anatomifts 
call  an  intus  Jufcepio , or  involving  of  one  part  of 
the  gut  within  another,  had  taken  place  in  no  lefs 
than  four  different  parts  of  the  inteftinal  canal*. 

MEDICINE. Though  numberlefs  medicines 

are  extolled  for  expelling  and  killing  worms  f,  yet 
no  difeafe  more  frequently  baffles  the  phyflcian’s 
{kill.  In  general,  the  rnofl:  proper  medicines  for 
their  expulflon  are  ftrong  purgatives  and  to  pre- 
vent their  breeding,  ftomachic  bitters,  with  now 
and  then  a glafs  of  good  wine. 

The  bed  purge  for  an  adult  is  jalap  and  calomel. 
Five  and  twenty  or  thirty  grains  of  the  former  with 
fix  or  feven  of  the  latter,  mixed  in  fyrup,  may  be 
taken  early  in  the  morning,  for  a dofe.  It  will  be 
proper  that  the  patient  keep  the  houfe  all  day,  and 
drink  nothing  cold.  The  dofe  may  be  repeated 
once  or  twice  a week,  for  a fortnight  or  three 
weeks.  On  the  intermediate  days  the  patient  may 
take  a drachm  of  the  powder  of  tin,  twice  or  thrice 
a- day,  mixed  with  fyrup,  honey,  or  treacle. 

Thofe  who  do  not  chufe  to  take  calomel  may 
make  ufe  of  the  bitter  purgatives;  as  aloes,  hiera 
picra,  tindture  of  fenna,  and  rhubarb,  &c. 

Oily  medicines  are  fometimes  found  beneficial 
for  expelling  worms.  An  ounce  of  fallad  oil  and 

* That  worms  exifl:  in  the  human  body  there  can  be  no  doubt ; 
and  th2t  they  mult  fometimes  be  considered  as  a difeafe,  is 
equally  certain  : but  this  is  not  the  cafe  fo  often  as  people 
imagine.  The  idea  that  worms  occafion  many  difeafes,  gives  an 
opportunity  to  the  profeffed  worm~do&ors  of  imposing  on  the 
credulity  of  mankind,  and  doing  much  mifehief.  They  find 
worms  in  every  cafe,  and  liberally  throw  in  their  antidotes, 
which  generally  confift  of  llrong,  draftic  purges.  I have  known 
thefe  given  in  delicate  conliitutions  to  the  deilru&ion  of  the -pa- 
tient, where  there  was  not  the  leak  fymptom  of  worms. 

f A medical  writer  of  the  prefent  age  has  enumerated  up- 
wards of  fifty  Britifh  plants,  all  celebrated  for  killing  and  ex- 
pelling wonns. 
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a table-fpoonful  of  common  fait  may  be  taken  in 
a glafs  of  red  port  wine  thrice  a~day,  or  oftener,  if 
the  ftomach  will  bear  ir.  But  the  more  jcommon 
form  of  ufing  oil  is  in  clyfters.  Oily  clyfters, 
fweetened  with  fugar  or  honey,  are  very  efficacious 
in  bringing  away  the  fhort  round  worms  called 
of  car  ides,  and  like  wife  the  teres . 

The  Harrowgate  water  is  an  excellent  medicine 
for  expelling  worms,  efpecially  the  ajcarides . As 
this  water  is  impregnated  with  fulphur,  we  may 
hence  infer,  that  fulphur  alone  muft  be  a good 
medicine  in  this  cafe;  which  is  found  to  be  a fa6h 
Many  pra&itioners  give  flour  of  fulphur  in  very 
large  doles,  and  with  great  fuccefs.  It  fhould  be 
made  into  an  ele&uary  with  honey  or  treacle,  and 
taken  in  fuch  quantity  as  to  purge  the  patient. 

Where  Harrowgate  water  cannot  be  obtained, 
fea-water  may  be  ufed,  which  is  far  from  being 
a contemptible  medicine  in  this  cafe.  If  fea-water 
cannot  be  had,  common  fait  diflolved  in  water  may 
be  drank.  I have  often  feen  this  ufed  by  country 
nurfes  with  very  good  tffe6b.  Some  flowers  of  ful- 
phur may  be  taken  over  night,  and  the  falt-water 
in  the  morning. 

But  worms,  though  expelled,  will  foon  breed 
again,  if  the  ftomach  remains  weak  and  relaxed; 
to  prevent  which,  we  would  recommend  the  Peru^ 
vian  bark.  Half  a drachm  of  bark  in  powder  may 
be  taken  in  a glafs  of  red  port  wine  three  or  four 
times  a- day,  after  the  above  medicines  have  been 
ufed.  Lime-water  is  likewife  good  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  or  a table-fpoonful  of  the  chalybeate  wine 
taken  twice  or  thrice  a-day.  Infuflons  or  decoc- 
tions of  bitter  herbs  may  likewife  be  drank;  as  the 
infufion  of  tanfy,  water  trefoil,  camomile  flowers, 
tops  of  wormwood,  the  lefler  centaury,  &c. 

For  a child  of  four  or  five  years  old,  fix  grains 
of  rhubarb,  five  of  jalap,  and  two  of  calomel,  may 

be 
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be  mixed  in  a fpoonful  of  fyrup  or  honey,  and 
given  in  the  morning.  The  child  fhould  keep  the 
houfe  all  day,  and  take  nothing  cold.  This  dofe 
may  be  repeated  twice  a-week  for  three  or  four 
weeks.  On  the  intermediate  days  the  child  may 
take  a fcruple  of  powdered  tin  and  ten  grains  of 
asthiops  mineral  in  a fpoonful  of  treacle  twice  a-day. 
This  dofe  muft  be  increafed  or  diminifhed  accord- 
ing to  the  age  of  the  patient. 

Bifiet  fays,  the  great  baftard  black  hellebore,  or 
bear's  foot,  \s  amoft  powerful  vermifuge  for  the 
long  round  wferms.  He  orders  the  decodtion  of 
about  a drachm  of  the  green  leaves,  or  about  fif- 
teen grains  of  the  dried  leaves  in  powder  for  a dofe 
to  a child  between  four  and  feven  years  of  age* 
This  dofe  is  to  be  repeated  two  or  three  times. 
He  adds,  that  the  green  leaves  made  into  a fyrup 
with  coarfe  fugar,  is  almoft  the  only  medicine  he 
has  ufed  for  round  worms  for  three  years  paft. 
Before  prefling  out  the  juice,  he  moiflens  the  bruif- 
ed  leaves  with  vinegar,  which  corrects  the  medi- 
cine. The  dofe  is  a tea-fpoonful  at  bed-time,  and 
one  or  two  next  morning. 

I have  frequently  known  thofe  big  bellies,  which 
in  children  are  commonly  reckoned  a fign  of  worms, 
quite  removed  by  giving  them  white  foap  in  their 
pottage  or  other  food.  Tanfy,  garlic,  and  rue, 
are  all  good  againft  worms,  and  may  be  ufed  vari- 
ous ways.  We  might  here  mention  many  other 
plants,  both  for  external  and  internal  ufe,  as  the 
cabbage- bark,  &c.  but  think  the  powder  of  tin 
with  sethiops  mineral,  and  the  purges  of  rhubarb 
and  calomel,  are  more  to  be  depended  on. 

Ball’s  purging  vermifuge  powder  is  a very  power- 
ful medicine.  It  is  made  of  equal  parts  of  rhu- 
barb, fcammony,  and  calomel,  with  as  much  dou- 
ble refined  fugar  as  is  equal  to  the  weight  of  all  the 
other  ingredients.  Thefe  mull  be  well  mixed  to- 
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gether,  and  reduced  to  a fine  powder.  The  dofe 
for  a child  is  from  ten  grains  to  twenty,  once  or 
twice  a-week.  An  adult  may  take  a drachm  for 
a dofe*. 


I 


Parents  who  would  preferve  their  children  from 
worms  ought  to  allow  them  plenty  of  extrrcife  in  the 
open  air;  to  take  care  that  their  food  be  wholefome 
and  fufficiently  folid;  and,  as  far  as  pofiible,  to 
prevent  their  eating  raw  herbs,  roots,  or  green 
trafhy  fruits.  It  will  not  be  amifs  to  allow  a child 
who  is  fubje£t  to  worms,  a glafs  of  red  wine  after 
meals;  as  every  thing  that  braces  and  ftrengthens 
the  ftomach  is  good  both  for  preventing  and  ex- 
pelling thefe  vermin  f. 


CHAP.  XXXVI. 

OF  THE  JAUNDICE. 

nnHIS  difeafe  is  firft  obfervable  in  the  white  of 
-*■  the  eye,  which  appears  yellow.  Afterwards 
the  whole  fkin  puts  on  a yellow  appearance.  The 
urine  too  is  of  a faffron  hue,  and  dies  a white  cloth 

* A powder  for  the  tape-worm  refembling  this,  was  long 
kept  a fecret  on  the  Continent;  it  was  lately  purchafed  by  the 
French  king,  and  will  be  found  under  the  article  Powder,  in 
the  Appendix. 

f We  think  it  neceflary  here  to  warn  people  of  their  danger 
who  buy  cakes,  powders,  and  other  warm  medicines,  at  random 
from  quacks,  and  give  them  to  their  children  without  proper 
care.  The  principal  ingredients  in  moil  of  thefe  medicines  is 
mercury,  which  is  never  to  be  trifled  with.  I lately  faw  a 
fhocking  inftance  of  the  danger  of  this  condudl.  A girl  who 
had  taken  a dofe  of  w arm  powder,  bought  of  a travelling  quack, 
went  out  and  perhaps  was  fo  imprudent  as  to  drink  cold  water 
(luring  its  operation.  She  immediately  fwelled,  and  died  on 
the  following  day,  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  having  been  poi- 
foned. 
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of  the  fame  colour.  There  is  likewife  a fpecies  of 
this  difeafe  called  the  Black  Jaundice. 

CAUSES. The  immediate  caufe  of  thejaun* 

dice  is  an  obftrudtion  of  the  bile.  The  remote  or 
occafional  caufes  are,  the  bites  of  poifonous  ani- 
mals, as  the  viper,  mad  dog,  &c.  the  bilious  or 
hyfleric  colic ; violent  paffion,  as  grief,  anger,  &c* 
Strong  purges  or  vomits  will  likewife  occafion  the 
jaundice.  Sometimes  it  proceeds  from  obftinate 
agues,  or  from  that  difeafe  being  prematurely  Hop- 
ped by  aftringent  medicines.  In  infants  it  is  often 
occafioned  by  the  meconium  not  being  fufficiently 
purged  off.  Pregnant  women  are  very  fubjedt 
to  it.  It  is  likewife  a fymptom  in  feveral  kinds 
of  fever.  Catching  cold,  or  the  ftoppage  of  cufto- 
mary  evacuations,  as  the  menjes , the  bleeding  piles* 
ififues,  &c.  will  occafion  the  jaundice. 

SYMPTOMS.—; — The  patient  at  firft  com- 
plains of  exceffive  wearinefs,  and  has  great  aver- 
fion  to  every  kind  of  motion.  His  fkin  is  dry,  and 
he  generally  feels  a kind  of  itching  or  pricking 
pain  over  the  whole  body.  The  ftools  are  of  a 
whitiffi  or  clay  colour,  and  the  urine,  as  was  ob- 
ferved  above,  is  yellow.  The  breathing  is  diffi- 
cult, and  the  patient  complains  of  an  unufual  load 
or  oppreffion  on  his  bread.  There  is  a heat  in  the 
noftrils,  a bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth,  loathing  of 
food,  ficknefs  of  the  ftomach,  vomiting,  flatulen- 
cy, and  other  fymptoms  of  indigeftion. 

if  the  patient  be  young,  and  the  difeafe  compli- 
cated with  no  other  malady,  it  is  feldom  dangerous; 
but  in  old  people,  where  it  continues  long,  returns 
frequently,  or  is  complicated  with  the  dropfy  or 
hypochondriac  fymptoms,  it  generally  proves  fatal. 
The  black  jaundice  is  more  dangerous  than  the 
yellow. 

REGIMEN. The  diet  ffiould  be  cool,  light* 

and  diluting,  confiding  chiefly  of  ripe  fruits  and 
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mild  vegetables;  as  apples  boiled  or  ro ailed,  flewed 
prunes,  preferved  plums,  boiled  fpinage,  &c.  Veal 
or  chicken  broth,  with  light  bread,  are  likewife 
very  proper.  Many  have  been  cured  by  living  al- 
moft  wholly  for  fame  days  on  raw  eggs.  The 
drink  fhould  be  butter-milk,  whey  fweetened  with 
honey,  or  deco&ions  of  cool  opening  vegetables; 
or  marfh- mallow  roots,  with  liquorice,  &c. 

The  patient  fhould  take  as  much  exercife  as  he 
can  bear,  either  on  horfeback,  or  in  a carriage; 
walking,  running,  and  even  jumping,  are  likewife 
proper,  provided  he  can  bear  them  without  pain, 
and  there  be  no  fymptoms  of  inflammation.  Pa- 
tients have  been  often  cured  of  this  difeafe  by  a long 
journey,  after  medicines  had  proved  ineffectual. 

Amufements  are  likewife  uf  great  ufe  in  the  jaun- 
dice. The  difeafe  is  often  occaiioned  by  a feden- 
tary  life,  joined  to  a dull  melancholy  difpofuion* 
Whatever  therefore  tends  to  promote  the  circula- 
tion, and  to  cheer  the  fpirits,  mu  ft  have  a good 
effedl;  as  dancing,  laughing,  Tinging,  &c. 

MEDICINE.- — -If  the  patient  be  young,  of  a 
full  fanguine  habit,  and  complains  cf  pain  in  the 
right  fide  about  the  region  of  the  liver,  bleeding 
will  be  neceifary.  After  this  a vomit  muft  be  ad- 
miniftered,  and  if  the  difeafe  proves  obftinate,  it 
may  be  repeated  once  or  twice.  No  medicines 
are  more  beneficial  in  the  jaundice  than  vomits, 
efpecially  where  it  is  not  attended  with  inflamma- 
tion. Half  a drachm  of  ipecacuanha  in  powder 
will  be  a fufficient  dofe  for  an  adult.  It  may  be 
wrought  off  with  weak  camomile-tea,  or  lukewarm 
water.  The  body  muft  likewife  be  kept  open  by 
taking  a fufficient  quantity  of  Caftile  foap,  or  the 
pills  for  the  jaundice  recommended  in  the  Appen- 
dix. 

Fomenting  the  parts  about  the  region  of  the  fto- 
mach  and  liver,  and  rubbing  them  with  a warm 

hand 
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hand  or  flefh  brufh,  are  likewife  beneficial ; but  ic 
is  ftill  more  fo  for  the  patient  to  fit  in  a bath  of 
warm  water  up  to  the  bread.  He  ought  to  do  this 
frequently,  and  fhould  continue  in  it  as  long  as  his 
drength  will  permit. 

Many  dirty  things  are  recommended  for  the  cure 
of  the  jaundice;  as  lice,  millepedes,  &c.  But  thefe 
do  more  harm  than  good,  as  people  truft  to  them, 
and  negled  more  valuable  medicines;  befides, 
they  are  feldom  taken  in  fufficient  quantity  to  pro- 
duce any  effeds.  People  always  exped  that  fuch 
things  fhould  ad  as  charms,  and  confequently  fel- 
dom perfift  in  the  ufe  of  them.  Vomits,  purges, 
fomentations  and  exercife,  will  feldom  fail  to  cure 
the  jaundice  when  it  :s  a fimple  difeafe;  and  when 
complicated  with  the  dropfy,  a fcirrhous  liver,  or 
other  chronic  complaints,  it  is  hardly  to  be  cured 
by  any  means. 

Numberlefs  Britijfh  herbs  are  extolled  for  the 
cure  of  this  difeafe.  The  author  of  the  Medicina 
Britannka  mentions  near  a hundred,  all  famous  for 
curing  the  jaundice.  The  fad  is,  the  difeafe  often 
goes  off  of  its  own  accord;  in  which  cafe  the  laft 
medicine  is  always  faid  to  have  performed  the  cure. 
I have  fometimes  however  feen  con fiderable  benefit, 
in  a very  obftinate  jaundice,  from  a decodion  of 
hempfeed.  Four  ounces  of  the  feed  may  be  boiled 
in  two  Englifti  quarts  of  ale,  and  fweetened  with 
coarfe  fugar.  The  dofe  is  half  an  Englifh  pint 
every  morning.  It  may  be  continued  for  eight  or 
nine  days. 

I have  likewife  known  Harrowgate  fulphur- 
water  cure  a jaundice  of  very  long  ftanding.  It 
fhould  be  ufed  for  fome  weeks,  and  the  patient 
mud  both  drink  and  bathe. 

The  foluble  tartar  is  a very  proper  medicine  in 
the  jaundice.  A drachm  of  it  may  be  taken  every 
night  and  morning  in  a cup  of  tea  or  water-gruel. 
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If  it  does  not  open  the  body,  the  dofe  may  be 
increafed. 

Perfons  fubjedt  to  the  jaundice  ought  to  take  as 
much  exercife  as  pofiible,  and  to  avoid  all  heating 
and  aftringent  aliments. 


CHAP.  XXXVII. 

OF  THE  DROPSY. 

THE  dropfy  is  a preternatural  fwelling  of  the 
whole  body,  or  fome  part  of  it,  occasioned  by 
a collection  of  watery  humour.  It  is  diftinguifhed 
by  different  names,  according  to  the  part  affedted, 
as  the  anafarca , or  a collection  of  water  under  the 
Ikin;  the  ajcites , or  a colledtion  of  water  in  the 
belly  j the  hydrops  pefforis,  or  a dropfy  of  the  bread; 
the  hydrocephalus , or  dropfy  of  the  brain,  &c. 

CAUSES. — — The  dropfy  is  often  owing  to  an 
hereditary  difpofition.  It  may  likewife  proceed 
from  drinking  ardent  fpirits,  or  other  ftrong  li- 
quors. It  is  true  almof|toa  proverb,  that  great 
drinkers  die  of  a dropfy.;  The  want  of  exercife  is 
alfo  a very  common  caufe  of  the  dropfy.  Hence 
it  is  juftly  reckoned  among  the  difeafes  of  the  fe- 
dentary.  It  often  proceeds  from  excefiive  evacua- 
tions, as  frequent  and  copious  bleedings,  ftrong 
purges  often  repeated,  frequent  falivations,  &c. 
TheVfudden  ftoppage  of  cuftomary  or  neceffary 
evacuations,  as  the  menjes , the  haemorrhoids,  fluxes 
of  the  belly,  &c.  may  likewife  caufe  a dropfy. 

I have  known  the  dropfy  occafioned  by  drinking 
large  quantities  of  cold,  weak,  watery  liquor,  when 
the  body  was  heated  by  violent  exercife,  A low, 
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damp,  or  marfliy  fituation  is  likewife  a frequent 
caufe  of  it.  Hence  it  is  a common  difeafe  in 
moift,  flat,  fenny  countries.  It  may  alfo  be 
brought  on  by  a long  ufe  of  poor  watery  diet*  or 
of  vifcous  aliment  that  is  hard  of  digeftion.  It  is 
often  the  effect  of  other  difeafes,  as  the  jaundice,  a 
fcirrhus  of  the  liver,  a violent  ague  of  long  con- 
tinuance, a diarrhoea,  a.  dyfentery,  an  empyema, 
or  a confumption  of  the  lungs.  In  ftiort,  what- 
ever obftrudts  the  perfpiration,  or  prevents  the 
blood  from  being  duly  prepared,  may  occafion  a 
dropfy. 

SYMPTOMS. The  ~ anajarca  generally  be- 

gins with  a fwelling  of  the  feet  and  ancles  towards 
night,  which  for  fome  time  difappears  in  the 
morning.  In  the  evening  the  parts,  if  prefled 
with  the  Anger,  will  pit.  The  fwelling  gradually 
afcends,  and  occupies  the  trunk  of  the  body,  the 
arms,  and  the  head.  Afterwards  the  breathing 
becomes  difficult,  the  urine  is  in  fmall  quantity, 
and  the  third:  great;  the  body  is  bound,  and  the 
perfpiration  is  greatly  obftructed.  To  thefe  fuc- 
ceed  torpor,  heavinefs,  a flow  wafting  fever,  and 
a tFQublefome  cough.  This  laft  is  generally  a fatal 
fymptom,  as  it  ftiews  that  the  lungs  are  affedted. 

In  an  a[cites>  befide  the  above  fymptoms,  there 
is  a fwelling  of  the  belly,  and  often  a fluctuation, 
which  may  be  perceived  by  ftriking  the  belly  on 
one  fide,  and  laying  the  palm  of  the  hand  on  the 
oppofite.  This  may  be  diftinguifhed  from  a tym - 
fany  by  the  weight  of  the  fwelling,  as  well  as  by 
the  fluctuation.  When  the  anajarca  and  afcites  are 
combined,  the  cafe  is  very  dangerous.  Even  a 
Ample  a/cites  feldom  admits  of  a radical  cure.  Al- 
moft  all  that  can  be  done  is,  to  let  off  the  water 
by  tapping,  which  feldom  affords  more  than  a 
temporary  relief. 
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When  the  difeafe  comes  fuddenly  on,  and  the 
patient  is  young  and  ftrong,  there  is  reafon  how- 
ever to  hope  for  a cure,  efpecially  if  medicine  be 
given  early.  Bu t if  the  patient  be  old,  has  led  an 
irregular  or  a feuentary  life,  or  if*  there  be  reafon 
to  fufpedt  that  the  liver,  lungs,  or  any  of  the  vif- 
cera  are  unfound,  there  is  great  reafon  to  fear  that 
the  confequences  will  prove  fatal. 

REGIMEN.— -The  patient  mud  abftain,  as 
much  as  pofiible,  from  all  drink,  efpecially  weak 
and  watery  liquors,  and  mud  quench  his  third  with 
muftard-whey,  or  acids,  as  juice  of  lemons,  oranges, 
forrel,  or  fuch  like.  His  aliment  ought  to  be  dry, 
of  a dimulating  and  diuretic  quality,  as  toaded 
bread,  the  flefh  of  birds,  or  other  wild  animals 
roafted;  pungent  and  aromatic  vegetables,  as  gar- 
lic, mudard,  onions,  crelTes,  horfe-radifh,  rocam- 
bole, (halotj  &c.  He  may  alfo  eat  fea-bifeuit  dipt 
in  w ne  or  a little  brandy.  This  is  not  only  nou- 
ridung,  but  tends  to  quench  third.  Some  have 
been  adiually  cured  of  a dropfy  by  a total  abfti- 
nence  from  all  liquids,  and  living  entirely  upon 
fuch  things  as  are  mentioned  above.  If  the  pa- 
tient mud  have  drink,  the  Spa-water,  or  Rhenifh 
wine,  with  diuretic  medicines  infufed  in  it,  are  the 
bed. 

Exercife  is  of  the  greated  importance  in  a dropfy. 
If  the  patient  be  able  to  walk,  dig,  or  the  like,  he 
ought  to  continue  thefe  exerciles  as  long  as  he 
can.  If  he  is  not  able  to  walk  or  labour,  he  mud 
ride  on  horleback,  or  in  a carriage,  and  the  more 
violent  the  motion  fo  much  the  better,  provided  he 
can  bear  it.  His  bed  ought  to  be  hard,  and  the 
air  of  his  apartments  warm  and  dry.  If  he  lives 
in  a damp  country,  he  ought  to  be  removed  into  a 
dry  one,  and,  if  pofiible,  into  a warmer  climate. 
In  a word,  every  method  fhould  be  taken  to  pro- 
mote the  perfpiration,  and  to  brace  the  folids.  For 
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this  purpofe  it  will  likewife  be  proper  to  rub  the 
patient’s  body,  two  or  three  times  a day,  with  a 
hard  cloth,  or  the  fleflvbrufh;  and  he  ought  con- 
ftantly  to  wear  flannel  next  his  fkin. 

MEDICINE.- If  the  patient  be  young,  his 

conftitution  good,  and  the  d'ifeafe  has  come  on  fud- 
denly,  it  may  generally  be  removed  by  Ilrong  vo- 
mits, brifk  purges*  and  iuch  medicines  as  promote 
a difcharge  by  fweat  and  urine.  For  an  adult,  half 
a drachm  of  ipecacuanha  in  powder,  and  half  an 
ounce  of  oxymel  of  fquills,  will  be  a proper  vo- 
mit*. This  may  be  repeated  as  often  as  is  found 
neceflury,  three  or  four  days  intervening  between 
the  dofes.  The  patient  muft  not  drink  much  after 
taking  the  vomit,  otherwile  he  deftroys  its  effeft. 
A cup  or  two  of  camomile-tea  will  be  fuflicient  to 
work  it  off. 

Between  each  vomit,  on  one  of  the  intermediate 
days,  the  patient  may  take  the  following  purges 
Jalap  in  powder  half  a drachm,  cream  of  tartar 
two  drachms,  calomel  fix  grains.  Thefe  may  be 
made  into  a bolus  with  a little  fyrup  of  pale  rofes, 
and  taken  early  in  the  morning.  The  lefs  the  pa- 
tient drinks  after  it  the  better.  If  he  be  much 
griped,  he  may  now  and  then  take  a cup  of  chicken- 
broth. 

The  patient  may  likewife  take  every  night  at 
bed-time  the  following  bolus : To  four  or  five  grains 
of  camphor  add  one  grain  of  opium,  and  as  much 
lyrup  of  orange-peel  as  is  fuflicient  to  make  them 
into  a bolus.  This  will  generally  promote  a gentle 
fweat,  which  Ihould  be  encouraged  by  drinking 
now  and  then  a fmall  cup  of  wine-whey,  with  a 
tea-fpoonful  of  the  fpirits  of  hartfhorn  in  it.  A 
tea-cupful  of  the  following  diuretic  infufion  may 
likewife  be  taken  every  four  or  five  hours  through 
the  days 
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Take  juniper  berries,  muftard  feed,  and  horfe- 
radifh,  of  each  half  an  ounce,  afhes  of  broom  half 
a pound;  infufe  them  in  a quart  of  Rhenifh  wine  or 
ftrong  ale  for  a few  days,  and  afterwards  (train  off 
the  liquor.  Such  as  cannot  take  this  infufion,  may 
ufe  the  decodtion  of  feneka-root,  which  is  both 
diuretic  and  fudorific.  I have  known  an  obftinate 
anafarca  cured  by  an  infufion  of  the  afhes  of  broom 
in  wine. 

The  above  courfe  will  often  cure  an  incidental 
dropfy,  if  the  conftitution  be  good ; but  when  the 
difeafe  proceeds  from  a bad  habit,  or  an  unfound 
(late  of  the  vifcera,  (trong  purges  and  vomits  are 
not  to  be  ventured  upon.  In  this  cafe,  the  fafer 
courfe  is  to  palliate  the  fymptoms  by  the  ufe  of 
fuch  medicines  as  promote  the  fecretions,  and  to 
iupport  the  patient’s  (Irength  by  warm  and  nourifh- 
ing  cordials. 

The  fecretion  of  urine  may  be  greatly  promoted 
by  nitre.  Brookes  fays,  he  knew  a young  woman 
who  was  cured  of  a dropfy  by  taking  a drachm  of 
nitre  every  morning  in  a draught  of  ale,  after  (he 
had  been  given  over  as  incurable.  The  powder  of 
fquills  is  likewife  a good  diuretic.  Six  or  eight 
grains  of  it,  with  a fcruple  of  nitre,  may  be  given 
twice  a-day  in  a glafs  of  ftrong  cinnamon- water. 
Ball  fays,  a large  fpoonful  of  unbruifed  muftard- 
feed  taken  every  night  and  morning,  and  drinking 
half  an  Englifh  pint  of  the  decodtion  of  the  tops 
of  green  broom  after  it,  has  performed  a cure 
after  other  powerful  medicines  had  proved  inef- 
fedbual. 

I have  fometimes  feen  good  effects  from  cream  of 
tartar  in  this  difeafe.  It  promotes  the  difcharges 
by  ftool  and  urine,  and  will  at  lead  palliate,  if  it 
does  not  perform  a cure.  The  patient  may  begin 
by  taking  an  ounce  every  fecond  or  third  day,  and 

may 
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may  increafe  the  quantity  to  two  or  even  to  three 
ounces,  if  the  ftomach  will  bear  it.  This  quantity 
is  not  however  to  be  taken  at  once,  but  divided 
into  three  or  four  dofes.  , 

To  promote  perfpiration,  the  patient  may  ufe  the 
deco&ion  of  feneka-root,  as  dire&ed  above;  or  he 
may  take  two  table-fpoonfuls  of  Mindererus’s  fpirit 
in  a cup  of  wine-whey  three  or  four  times  a-day. 
To  promote  a difcharge  of  urine,  the  following  in- 
fufion  of  the  London  hofpitals  will  likewife  be 
beneficial: 

Take  of  zedoary-root  two  drachms ; dried  fquills, 
rhubarb,  and  juniper-berries  bruifed,  cf  each  a 
drachm;  cinnamon  in  powder,  three  drachms; 
fait  of  wormwood,  a drachm  and  a half;  infufe  in 
an  Englifli  pint  and  a half  of  old  hock-wine,  and 
when  fit  for  ufe,  filter  the  liquor.  A wine-glafs  of 
it  may  be  taken  three  or  four  times  a-day. 

In  the  anafarca  it  is  ufual  to  fcarify  the  feet  and 
legs.  By  this  means  the  water  is  often  difcharged; 
but  the  operator  mull  be  cautious  not  to  make  the 
incifions  too  deep;  they  ought  barely  to  pierce 
through  the  Ikin,  and  efpecial  care  muft  be  taken, 
by  fpirituous  fomentations  and  proper  digeftives,  to 
prevent  a gangrene. 

In  an  afcites , when  the  difeafe  does  not  evidently 
and  fpeedily  give  way  to  purgative  and  diuretic 
medicines,  the  water  ought  to  be  let  off  by  tap- 
ping. This  is  a very  fimple  and  fafe  operation, 
and  would  often  fucceed,  if  it  were  performed  in 
due  time;  but  if  it  be  delayed  till  the  humours 
are  vitiated,  or  the  bowels  fpoiled,  by  long  foaking 
in  water,  it  can  hardly  be  expe&ed  that  any  per- 
manent relief  will  be  procured*. 

After 

* The  very  name  of  an  operation  is  dreadful  to  mod  people, 
and.  they  wilh  to  try  every  thing  before  they  have  recourfe  to  it. 
This  is  the  reafon  why  tapping  fo  feldom  fucceeds  to  our  wi/h.  I 

had 
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After  the  evacuation  of  the  water,  the  patient  is 
to  be  put  on  a courfe  of  {lengthening  medicines; 
as  the  Peruvian  bark;  the  elixir  of  vitriol;  warm 
aromatics,  with  a due  proportion  of  rhubarb,  in- 
fufed  in  wine,  and  fuch  like.  His  diet  ought  to 
be  dry  and  nourifhing,  fuch  as  is  recommended  in 
the  beginning  of  the  Chapter;  and  he  fhould  take 
as  much  exercife  as  he  can  bear  without  fatigue.  He 
Ihould  wear  flannel,  or  rather  fleecy  hofiery,  next  his 
fkin,  and  make  daily  ufeof  the  fkfh-brufh. 

J 


CHAP.  XXXVIIL 
OF  THE  GOUT. 

HERE  is  no  difeafe  which  (hews  the  imper- 
fedtion  of  medicine,  or  fets  the  advantages  of 
temperance  and  exercife  in  a ftronger  light,  than 
the  gout.  Excefs  and  idlenefs  are  the  true  fources 
from  whence  it  originally  fprung,  and  all  who 
would  avoid  it  muft  be  active  and  temperate . 

Though  idlenefs  and  intemperance  are  the  prin- 
cipal caufes  of  the  gout,  yet  many  other  things 
may  contribute  to  bring  on  the  diforder  in  thofe 
who  are  not,  and  to  induce  a paroxyfm  in  thofe 
who  are  fubjedt  to  it;  as  intenfe  fludy;  too  free  an 
ufe  of  acidulated  liquors;  night-watching;  grief 
or  uneafinefs  of  mind ; an  obftrudtion  or  defedl  of 
any  of  the  cuftomary  difcharges,  as  the  menfes% 
fweating  of  the  feet,  perfpiration,  &c. 

had  a patient  who  was  regularly  tapped  once  a month  for  fede- 
ral years,  and  who  ufed  to  eat  her  dinner  as  well  after  the  ope- 
ration as  if  nothing  had  happened.  She  died  at  laft  rather  worn 
put  by  age  than  by  the  difeafe. 
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SYMPTOMS. A fit  of  the  gout  is  generally 

preceded  by  indigeftion,  drowfinefs,  belching  of 
wind,  a flight  head-ach,  ficknefs,  and  fometimes 
vomiting.  The  patient  complains  of  wearinefs  and 
deje&ion  of  fpirits,  and  has  often  a pain  in  the 
limbs,  with  a fenfation  as  if  wind  or  cold  water 
were  pafiing  down  the  thigh.  The  appetite  is  often 
remarkably  keen  a day  or  two  before  the  fit,  and 
there  is  a flight  pain  in  pafiing  urine,  and  fre- 
quently an  involuntary  (bedding  of  tears.  Sometimes 
thefe  fymptoms  are  much  more  violent,  efpecially 
ijpon  the  near  approach  of  the  fit;  and  it  has  been 
obferved,  that  as  is  the  fever  which  ufbers  in  the  gout, 
fo  will  the  fit  be;  if  the  fever  be  fhort  and  fbarp, 
the  fit  will  be  fo  likewife;  if  it  be  feeble,  long,  and 
lingering,  the  fit  will  be  fuch  alfo.  But  this  ob- 
fervation  can  only  hold  with  refped  to  very  regular 
fits  of  the  gout. 

The  regular  gout  generally  makes  its  attack  in 
the  fpring,  or  beginning  of  winter,  in  the  follow- 
ing manner:  About  two  or  three  in  the  morning, 
the  patient  is  feized  with  a pain  in  his  great  toe, 
fometimes  in  the  heel,  and  at  other  times  in  the 
ancle  or  calf  of  the  leg^  This  pain  is  accompa- 
nied with  a fenfation  as  If  cold  water  were  poured 
upon  the  part,  which  is  fucceeded  by  a fhivering, 
with  fome  degree  of  fever.  Afterwards  the  pain 
increafes,  and  fixing  among  the  fmall  bones  of  the 
foot,  the  patient  feels  all  the  different  kinds  of  tor- 
ture, as  if  the  part  were  ftretched,  burnt,  Squeezed, 
gnawed,  or  torn  in  pieces.  The  part  at  length 
becomes  fo  exquifitely  fenfible,  that  the  patient 
cannot  bear  to  have  it  touched,  or  even  fuffer  any 
perfon  to  walk  acrofs  the  room. 

The  patient  is  generally  in  exquifite  torture  for 
twenty  four  hours,  from  the  time  of  the  coming  on 
of  the  fit:  he  then  becomes  eafier,  the  part  begins 
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to  fwell,  appears  red,  and  is  covered  with  a little 
moifture.  Towards  morning  he  drops  afleep,  and 
generally  falls  into  a gentle  breathing  fweat.  This 
terminates  the  firft  paroxylm,  a number  of  which 
conftitutes  a fit  of  the  gout;  which  is  longer  or 
fhorter  according  to  the  patient's  age,  ftrength,  the 
feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  difpofition  of  the  body 
to  this  difeafe. 

The  patient  is  always  worfe  towards  night,  and 
eafler  in  the  morning.  The  paroxyfms  however 
generally  grow  milder  every  day,  till  at  length  the 
difeafe  is  carried  off  by  perfpiration,  urine,  and 
the  other  evacuations.  In  fome  patients  this  hap- 
pens in  a few  days;  in  others,  it  requires  weeks, 
and  in  fome,  months,  to  finifh  the  fit.  Thofe 
whom  age  and  frequent  fits  of  the  gout  have 
greatly  debilitated,  feldom  get  free  from  it  before 
the  approach  of  fummer,  and  fometimes  not  till  it 
be  pretty  far  advanced. 

REGIMEN. As  there  are  no  medicines  yet 

known  that  will  cure  the  gout,  we  fhail  confine  our 
obfervations  chiefly  to  regimen,  both  in  and  out  of 
the  fit. 

In  the  fit,  if  the  patient  be  young  and  flrong, 
his  diet  ought  to  be  thin  and  cooling,  and  his  drink 
of  a diluting  nature;  but  where  the  conflitution  is 
weak,  and  the  patient  has  been  accuftomed  to  live 
high,  this  is  not  a proper  time  to  retrench.  In 
this  cafe  he  muft  keep  nearly  to  his  ufual  diet,  and 
Ihould  take  frequently  a cup  of  flrong  negus,  or  a 
glafs  of  generous  wine.  Wine-whey  is  a very 
proper  drink  in  this  cafe,  as  it  promotes  the  per- 
fpitation  without  greatly  heating  the  patient.  It 
will  anfwer  this  purpofe  better  if  a tea-fpoonful 
of  Jal  volatile  oleoJum>  or  fpirits  of  hartfhorn,  be 
put  into  a cup  of  ic  twice  a-day.  It  will  likewife 
be  proper  to  give  at  bed-time  a tea-fpoonful  of  the 

volatile 
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volatile  tindture  of  gitaiacum  in  a large  draught  of 
warm  wine-whey.  This  will  greatly  promote  per- 
fpiration  through  the  night. 

‘As  the  moft  fa fe  and  efficacious  method  of  dif- 
charging  the  gouty  matter  is  by  perfpiration,  this 
ought  to  be  kept  up  by  all  means,  efpecially  in  the 
affedted  part.  For  this  purpoie  the  leg  and  foot 
fhould  be  wrapt  in  foft  flannel,  fur,  or  wool.  The 
laft  is  moft  readily  obtained,  and  ftems  to  anfwer 
the  purpofe  better  than  any  thing  elle.  The  peo- 
ple of  Lancafhire  look  upon  wool  as  a kind  of 
fpecific  in  the  gout.  They  wrap  a great  quantity 
of  it  about  the  leg  and  foot  affedted,  and  cover  it 
with  a fkin  of  foft  d re  fled  leather.  This  they  fuffer 
to  continue  for  eight  or  ten  days,  and  fometimes 
for  a fortnight  or  three  weeks,  or  longer,  if  the  pain 
does  not  ceafe.  I never  knew  any  external  appli- 
cation anfwer  fo  well  in  the  gout.  I have  often 
feen  it  applied  when  the  fwelling  and  inflammation 
were  very  great,  with  violent  pain,  and  have  found 
all  thefe  fymptoms  relieved  by  it  in  a few  days. 
The  wool  which  they  ufe  is  generally  greafed,  and 
carded  or  combed.  They  chufe  the  fofteft  which 
can  be  had,  and  feldom  or  never  remove  it  till  the 
fit  be  entirely  gone  off. 

The  patient  ought  likewife  to  be  kept  quiet  and 
eafy  during  the  fit.  Every  thing  that  affedts  the 
mind  difturbs  the  paroxyfm,  and  tends  to  throw  the 
gout  upon  the  nobler  parts.  All  external  applica- 
tions that  repel  the  matter  are  to  be  avoided  as 
death.  They  do  not  cure  the  difeafe,  but  remove 
it  from  a fafer  to  a more  dangerous  part  of  the 
body,  where  it  often  proves  fatal.  A fit  of  the 
gout  is  to  be  confidered  as  Nature's  method  of  re- 
moving fomething  that  might  prove  deftrudtive  to 
the  body,  and  all  that  we  can  do,  with  fafety,  is  to 
promote  her  intentions,  and  to  affift  her  in  expelling 
the  enemy  in  her  own  way,  Evacuations  by  bleed- 
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ing,  ftool,  &c.  are  likewlfe  to  be  ufed  with  cau- 
tion-; they  do  not  remove  the  caufe  of  the  difeale, 
and  fometimes  by  weakening  the  patient  prolong 
the  fit:  but  where  the  conftitution  is  able  to  bear 
it,  it  will  be  of  ufe  to  keep  the  body  gently  open 
by  diet,  or  very  mild  laxative  medicines. 

Many  things  will  indeed  ihorten  a fit  of  the  gout, 
and  fome  will  drive  it  off  altogether:  but  nothing 
has  yet  been  found  which  will  do  this  with  fafety  to 
the  patient.  In  pain  we  eagerly  grafp  at  any  thing 
that  promifes  immediate  eafe,  and  even  hazard  life 
itfelf  for  a temporary  relief.  This  is  the  true  rea- 
fon  why  fo  many  infallible  remedies  have  been 
propofed  for  the  gout,  and  why  fuch  numbers  have 
loft  their  lives  by  the  ufe  of  them.  It  would  be 
as  prudent  to  flop  the  fmall-pox  from  rifing,  and  to 
drive  them  into  the  blood,  as  to  attempt  to  repel 
the  gouty  matter  after  it  has  been  thrown  upon 
the  extremities.  The  latter  is  as  much  an  effort 
of  Nature  to  free  herfelf  from  an  offending  caufe 
as  the  former,  and  ought  equally  to  be  pro- 
moted. 

When  the  pain  however  is  very  great,  and  the 
patient  is  reftlefs,  thirty  or  forty  drops  of  lauda- 
num, more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  violence  of  the 
fymptoms,  may  be  taken  at  bed-time.  This  will 
eafe  the  pain,  procure  reft,  promote  perfpiration, 
and  forward  the  crifis  of  the  difeafe. 

After  the  fit  is  over,  the  patient  ought  to  take  a 
gentle  dofe  or  two  of  the  bitter  tin&ure  of  rhu- 
barb, or  fome  other  warm  ftomachic  purge.  He 
fnould  alfo  drink  a weak  infufion  of  ftomachic  bit- 
ters in  fmall  wine  or  ale,  as  the  Peruvian  bark, 
with  cinnamon,  Virginian  fnake-root,  and  orange- 
peel.  The  diet  at  this  time  fhould  be  light,  but 
nourilhing,  and  gentle  exercife  ought  to  be  taken 
on  horfcback,  or  in  a carriage. 
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Out  of  the  fit,  it  is  in  the  patient’s  power  to  do 
many  things  towards  preventing  a return  of  the  dis- 
order, or  rendering  the  fit,  if  it  fhould  return*  lefs 
fevere.  This  however  is  not  to  be  attempted  by 
medicine.  I have  frequently  known  the  gout  kept 
off  for  feveral  years  by  the  Peruvian  bark  and  other 
aflringent  medicines  ; but  in  all  the  cafes  where  I had 
occafion  to  fee  this  tried,  the  perfons  died  fud- 
denly,  and,  to  all  appearance,  for  want  of  a re- 
gular fit  of  the  gout.  One  would  be  apt,  from 
hence,  to  conclude,  that  a fit  of  the  gout,  to  fome 
conftitutions,  in  the  decline  of  life,  is  rather  falu* 
tary  than  hurtful, 

Though  it  may  be  dangerous  to  (lop  a fit  of  the 
gout  by  medicine,  yet  if  the  conhitution  can  be 
fo  changed  by  diet  and  exercife,  as  to  leffen  or  to* 
tally  prevent  its  return,  there  certainly  can  be  no 
danger  in  following  fuch  a courfe.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  whole  habit  may  be  fo  altered  by  a proper 
regimen,  as  quite  to  eradicate  this  difeafe;  and 
thofeonly  who  have  fufficient  refolution  to  perfifl  in 
fuch  a courfe  have  reafon  to  expedl  a cure. 

The  courfe  which  we  would  recommend  for  pre- 
venting the  gout,  is  as  follows:  In  the  firft  place, 
univerfal  temperance.  In  the  next  place  fufficient  exer* 
cife  *.  By  this  we  do  not  mean  fauntering  about  in 
an  indolent  manner,  but  labour,  fweat,  and  toil. 
Thefe  only  can  render  the  humours  wholefome,  and 
keep  them  fo.  Going  early  to  bed,  and  rifing  be- 
times, are  alfo  of  great  importance.  It  is  like  wife 
proper  to  avoid  night  fiudies,  and  intenfe  think- 
ing. The  fupper  fhould'  be  light,  and  taken 
early.  All  ttrong  liquors,  efpecially  generous 
wines  and  four  punch,  are  to  be  avoided. 

* Some  make  a fecret  of  curing  the  gout  by  mufcular  exercife . 
This  fecret,  however,  is  as  old  as  Celfus,  who  ftrongly  recom- 
mends that  mode  of  cure  ; and  whoever  will  fubmit  to  it  in  ths 
fulieft  extent,  may  expert  to  reap  folid  and  permanent  advantages. 
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We  would  like  wife  recommend  fome  dofes  of 
magnefta  alba  and  rhubarb  to  be  taken  every  fpring 
and  autumn  i and  afterwards  a courfe  of  ftomachic 
bitters,  as  tanfey  or  water-trefoil  tea,  an  infufion 
of  gentian  and  camomile  flowers,  or  a decodtion 
of  burdock  root,  &c.  Any  of  thefe,  or  an  infu- 
fion of  any  wholefome  bitrer  that  is  more  agree- 
able to  the  patient,  may  be  drank  for  two  or  three 
weeks  in  March  and  Odtober  twice  a-day.  An 
iflue  or  perpetual  blifter  has  a great  tendency  to 
prevent  the  gout.  II  thefe  were  more  generally 
iifed  in  the  decline  of  life,  they  would  not  only 
often  prevent  the  gout,  but  alfo  other  chronic  ma-  ■ 
ladies.  Such  as  can  afford  to  go  to  Bath,  will  find 
great  benefit  from  bathing  and  drinking  the  wa- 
ter. It  both  promotes  digeftion,  and  invigorates 
the  habit. 

Though  there  is  little  room  for  medicine  during 
a regular  fit  of  the  gout,  yet  when  it  leaves  the  ex^ 
tremities,  and  falls  on  fome  of  the  internal  parts, 
proper  applications  to  recal  and  fix  it  become  ab- 
folutely  neceflary.  When  the  gout  affedts  the  head, 
the  pain  of  the  joints  ceafes,  and  the  fwelling  dis- 
appears, while  either  fevere  head-ach,  drowfinefs, 
trembling,  giddinefs,  convulfions,  or  delirium  come 
on.  When  it  feizes  the  lungs,  great  oppreflion, 
with  cough  and  difficulty  of  breathing,  enfue.  If 
it  attacks  the  ftomach,  extreme  ficknefs,  vomiting, 
anxiety,  pain  in  the  epigraftic  region,  and  total  lofs 
of  ftrength,  will  fucceed. 

When  the  gout  attacks  the  head  or  lungs,  every 
method  muft  be  taken  to  fix  it  in  the  feet.  They 
rmift  be  frequently  bathed  in  warm  water,  and  acrid 
cataplafms  applied  to  the  foies.  Eliftering-plafters 
ought  likewife  to  be  applied  to  the  ancles  or  calves 
of  the  legs.  Bleeding  in  the  feet  or  ancles  is  alfo 
neceflary,  and  warm  ftomachic  purges.  The  pa- 
tient 
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tient  ought  to  keep  in  bed  for  the  moft  part,  if 
there  be  any  figns  of  inflammation,  and  fliould  be 
very  careful  not  to  catch  cold. 

If  it  attack  the  ftomach  with  a fenfe  of  cold,  the 
mod  warm  cordials  are  neceflary  ; as  ftrong  wine 
boiled  up  with  cinnamon  or  other  fpices ; cinnamon- 
water;  peppermint-water;  and  even  brandy  or 
rum*.  The  patient  fliould  keep  his  bed,  and  endea- 
vour to  promote  a fweat  by  drinking  warm  liquors; 
and  if  he  fliould  be  troubled  with  a naufea,  or  incli- 
nation to  vomit,  he  may  drink  camomile-tea,  or  any 
thing  that  will  make  him  vomit  freely. 

When  the  gout;  attacks  the  kidneys,  and  imi- 
tates gravel-pains,  the  patient  ought  to  drink  freely 
of  a decodion  of  marfh-mallows,  and  to  have  the 
parts  fomented  with  warm  water.  An  emollient 
clyfter  ought  likewife  to  be  given,  and  afterwards 
an  opiate*  If  the  pain  be  very  violent,  twenty  or 
thirty  drops  of  laudanum  may  be  taken  in  a cup  of 
the  decodion. 

Perfons  who  have  had  the  gout  fliould  be  very 
attentive  to  any  complaints  that  may  happen  to 
them  about  the  time  when  they  have  reafon  to  ex- 
ped  a return  of  the  fit.  The  gout  imitates  many 
other  diforders,  and  by  being  miftaken  for  them, 
and  treated  improperly,  is  often  diverted  from 
its  regular  courfe,  to  the  great  danger  of  the  pa- 
tient’s life. 

Thofe  who  never  had  the  gout,  but  who,  from 
their  conftitution  or  manner  of  living,  have  reafon 
to  exped  it,  ought  likewife  to  be  very  circum- 
fped  with  regard  to  its  firft  approach.  If  the  dif- 
eafe,  by  wrong  condud  or  improper  medicines,  be 
diverted  from  its  proper  courfe,  the  miferable  pa- 

* -Either  is  found  to  be  an  efficacious  remedy  in  this 
cafe, 
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tient  has  a chance  to  be  ever  after  tormented  with 
head-achs,  coughs,  pains  of  the  domach  and  in- 
terlines ; and  to  fall  at  lad  a vidlim  to  its  attack 
upon  fome  of  the  more  noble  parts. 

OF  THE  RHEUMATISM. 

This  difeafe  has  often  a refemblance  to  the  gout. 
It  generally  attacks  the  joints  with  exquifite  pain, 
and  is  fometimes  attended  with  inflammation  and 
fweiling.  It  is  mod  common  in  the  fpring,  and 
towards  the  end  of  autumn.  It  is  ufually  didin- 
guifned  into  acute  and  chronic;  or  the  rheumatifm 
with  and  without  a fever. 

CAUSES. The  caufes  of  a rheumatifm  are 

frequently  the  fame  as  thofe  of  an  inflammatory  fe- 
ver, viz.  an  obftrudled  perforation,  the  immode- 
rate ufe  of  drong  liquors,  and  the  like.  Sudden 
changes  of  the  weather,  and  all  quick  tranfuions 
from  heat  to  cold,  are  very  apt  to  occafion  the  rheu- 
matifm. The  mod  extraordinary  cafe  of  a rheu- 
matifm that  I ever  faw,  where  almod  every  joint 
of  the  body  was  didorted,  was  a man  who  ufed  to 
work  one  part  of  the  day  by  the  fire,  and  the  other 
part  of  it  in  the  water.  Very  obdinate  rheuma- 
tifms  have  likewife  been  brought  on  by  perfons  not 
accudomed  to  it,  allowing  their  feet  to  continue 
long  wet.  The  fame  efiedts  are  often  produced  by 
wet  clothes,  damp  beds,  fitting  or  lying  on  the 
damp  ground,  travelling  in  the  night,  &c. 

The  rheumatifm  may  likewife  be  occafioned  by 
exceffive  evacuations,  or  the  doppage  of  cudomary 
difcharges.  It  is  often  the  effedt  of  chronic  dif- 
eafes,  which  vitiate  the  humours ; as  the  feurvy, 
th tMes  venerea , obdinate  autumnal  agues,  &c. 

The  rheumatifm  prevails  in  cold,  damp,  marfhy 
countries.  It  is  mod  common  among  the  poorer 
5 fort 
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fort  of  peafants,  who  are  ill  clothed,  live  in  low 
damp  houfes,  and  eat  coarfe  unwholefome  food, 
which  contains  but  little  nourifhment,  and  is  not 
eafily  digeded. 

SYMPTOMS.— — -The  acute  rheumatifm  com- 
monly begins  with  wearinefs,  fhivering,  a quick 
pulfe,  redleffnefs,  third,  and  other  fymptoms  of 
fever.  Afterwards  the  patient  complains  of  flying 
pains,  which  are  increafed  by  the  lead  motion. 
Thefe  at  length  fix  in  the  joints,  which  are  often 
affeded  with  fwelling  and  inflammation.  If  blood 
be  let  in  this  difeafe,  it  has  generally  the  fame  ap- 
pearance as  in  the  pleurify. 

In  this  kind  of  rheumatifm  the  treatment  of  the 
patient  is  nearly  the  fame  as  in  an  acute  or  inflam- 
matory fever.  If  he  be  young  and  drong,  bleeding 
is  neceflary,  which  may  be  repeated  according  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  cafe.  The  body  ought  like- 
wife  to  be  kept  open  by  emollient  clyfters,  or  cool 
opening  liquors;  as  decodions  of  tamarinds,  cream 
of  tartar,  whey,  fenna-tea,  and  the  like.  The  diet 
Ihould  be  light,  and  in  fmall  quantity,  confiding 
chiefly  of  roaded  apples,  groat-gruel,  or  weak 
chicken-broth.  After  the  feverifh  fymptoms  have 
abated,  if  the  pain  dill  continues,  the  patient  mud 
keep  his  bed,  and  take  fuch  things  as  promote  per- 
foration; as  wine- whey,  with Jpiritus  Minder eriy  &c. 
He  may  likewife  take,  for  a few  nights,  at  bed- 
time, in  a cup  of  wine-whey,  a drachm  of  the  cream 
of  tartar,  and  half  a drachm  of  gum  guaiacum  in 
powder. 

Warm  bathing,  after  proper  evacuations,  has 
often  an  exceeding  good  effed.  The  patient  may 
either  be  put  into  a bath  of  w^rm  water,  or  have 
cloths  wrung  out  of  it  applied  to  the  parts  afleded. 
Great  care  mud  be  taken  that  he  do  not  catch  cold 
after  bathing. 

C c 3 
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The  chronic  rheumatifin  is  feldom  attended  with 
any  confiderable  degree  of  fever,  and  is  generally 
confined  to  fome  particular  part  of  the  body,  as  the 
fhoulders,  the  back,  or  the  loins.  There  is  feldom 
any  inflammation  or  fwelling  in  this  cafe.  Perfons 
in  the  decline  of  life  are  mod  fubjedt  to  the  chronic 
rheumatifm.  In  fuch  patients  it  often  proves  ex- 
tremely obdinate,  and  fometimes  incurable. 

In  this  kind  of  rheumatifm  the  regimen  fhould 
be  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the  acute.  Cool  and  di- 
luting diet,  confiding  chiefly  of  vegetable  fub- 
dances,  as  dewed  prunes, peddled  apples,  currants 
or  goofeberries  boiled  in  milk,  is  mod  proper. 
Arbuthnot  fays,  fC  If  there  be  a fpecific  in  aliment 
for  the  rheumatifm,  it  is  certainly  whey  and 
adds,  c<  That  he  knew  a perfon  fubjedt  to  this  dif- 
eafe,  who  could  never  be  cured  by  any  other  me- 
thod but  a diet  of  whey  and  bread. ” He  likewife 
fays,  fC  That  cream  of  tartar  in  water-gruel,  taken 
for  feveral  days,  will  eafe  rheumatic  pains  confider- 
ably.”  This  I have  often  experienced,  but  found 
it  always  more  efficacious  when  joined  with  gum 
guaiacum,  as  already  diredled.  In  this  cafe  the 
patient  may  take  the  dofe  formerly  mentioned 
twice  a-day,  and  likewife  a tea-fpoonful  of  the  vo- 
latile tindiure  of  gum  guaiacum,  at  bed-time,  in 
wine-whey. 

This  courfe  may  be  continued  for  a-week,  or 
longer,  if  the  cafe  proves  obdinate,  and  the  pa- 
tient’s drength  will  permit.  It  ought  then  to  be 
omitted  for  a few  days,  and  repeated  again.  At 
the  fame  time  leeches  or  a blidering-plafter  may 
be  applied  to  the  part  affedted.  What  I have  ge- 
nerally. found  anfwer  better  than  either  of  thefe,  in 
obdinate  fixed  rheumatic  pains,  is  the  warm  pla- 
Jler *.  I have  likewife  known  a plader  of  Bur- 

* See  Appendix,  Warm  Plajier . 
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gundy  pitch  worn  for  fome  time  on  the  part 
affe&ed  give  great  relief  in  rheumatic  pains.  My 
ingenious  friend,  Dr.  Alexander  of  Edinburgh, 
fays,  he  has  frequently  cured  very  obftinate 'rheu- 
matic pains  by  rubbing  the  parts  affe&ed  with  tinc- 
ture of  cantharides.  When  the  common  tindture 
did  not  fucceed,  he  ufed  it  of  a double  or  treble 
ftrengrh  Cupping  upon  the  part  affedted  is  like- 
wife  often  very  beneficial,  and  fo  is  the  application 
of  leeches. 

Though  this  difeafe  may  not  feem  to  yield  to 
medicines  for  fome  time?  yet  they  ought  {till  to  be 
perfifted  in.  Perfons  who  are  fubjedt  to  frequent 
returns  of  the  rheumatifm,  will  often  find  their  ac- 
count in  ufing  medicines,  whether  they  be  imme- 
diately affedled  with  the  difeafe  or  not.  The  chro- 
nic rheumatifm  is  fimilar  to  the  gout  in  this  refpedl, 
that  the  mofl  proper  time  for  ufing  medicines  to 
extirpate  it,  is  when  the  patient  is  mofl  free  from 
the  diforder. 

To  thofe  who  can  afford  the  expence,  I would 
recommend  the  warm  baths  of  Buxton  or  Matlock 
in  Derbyfhire.  Thefe  hav^  often,  to  my  know- 
ledge, cured  very  obftinate  rheumatifms,  and  are 
always  fafe  either  in  or  out  of  the  fit.  When  the 
rheumatifm  is  complicated  with  fcorbutic  com- 
plaints, which  is  not  feldom  the  cafe,  <he  Harrow- 
gate  waters,  and  thofe  of  Moffat,  are  proper. 
They  fhould  both  be  drank  and  ufed  as  a warm 
bath. 

There  are  feveral  of  our  own  domeftic  plants 
which  may  be  ufed  with  advantage  in  the  rheu- 
matifm. One  of  the  beft  is  the  white  mufiard.  A 
table-fpoonful  of  the  feed  of  this  plant  may  be 
taken  twice  or  thrice  a-day,  in  a glafs  of  water  or 
fmall  wine.  The  water-trefoil  is  iikewife  of  great 
ufe  in  this  complaint.  It  may  be  infufed  in  wine 
or  ale,  or  drank  in  form  of  tea.  The  ground-ivy, 
C c 4 camomile. 
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camomile,  and  feveral  other  bitters,  are  alfo  bene- 
ficial, and  may  be’ufed  in  the  fame  manner.  No 
benefit  however  is  to  be  expeded  from  thefe,  un- 
lefs  they  be  taken  for  a confiderable  time.  Excel- 
lent medicines  are  often  defpifed  in  this  difeafe,  be- 
caufe  they  do  not  perform  an  immediate  cure ; 
whereas  nothing  would  be  more  certain  than  their 
eflred,  were  they  duly  perflfted  in.  Want  of  per- 
feverance  in  the  ufe  of  medicines  is  one  reafon  why 
chronic  difeafes  are  fo  feldom  cured. 

Cold  bathing,  efpecialiy  in  fait  water,  often  cures 
the  rheumatifm.  We  would  alfo  recommend  exer- 
cife,  and  wearing  flannel  next  the  fkin.  Iflfues  are 
likewife  very  proper,  efpecialiy  in  chronic  cafes. 
If  the  pain  afreds  the  fhoulders,  an  ifiue  may  be 
made  in  the  arm  ; but  if  it  afFeds  the  loins,  it 
ihould  be  put  into  the  leg  or  thigh. 

Perfons  afflided  with  the  fcurvy  are  very  fubjed 
to  rheumatic  complaints.  The  bed  medicines  in 
this  cafe  are  bitters  and  mild  purgatives.  Thefe 
may  either  be  taken  feparately  or  together,  as  the 
patient  inclines.  An  ounce  of  Peruvian  bark,  and 
half  an  ounce  of  rhubarb  in  powder,  may  be  in- 
fufed  in  a bottle  of  wine;  and  one,  two,  or  three 
wine  glafles  of  it  taken  daily,  as  fhall  be  found  ne~ 
ceflary  for  keeping  the  body  gently  open.  In  cafes 
where  the  bark  itfelf  proves  diffidently  purgative, 
the  rhubarb  may  be  omitted. 

Such  as  are  fubjed  to  frequent  attacks  of  the 
rheumatifm  ought  to  make  choice  of  a dry,  warm 
fituation,  to  avoid  the  night-air,  wet  clothes,  and 
wet  feet,  as  much  as  poffible.  Their  clothing 
Ihould  be  warm,  and  they  fhould  wear  flannel 
next  their  fkin,  and  make  frequent  ufe  of  the  fleffi^ 
bruffi. 
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CHAP.  XXXIX. 

OF  THE  SCURVY. 

npHIS  difeafe  prevails  chiefly  in  cold  northern 
countries,  efpecially  in  low  damp  fituations, 
near  large  marfhes,  or  great  quantities  of  ftagnating 
water.  Sedentary  people,  of  a dull  melancholy 
difpofuion,  are  moft  fubjedl  to  it.  It  proves  often 
fatal  to  failors  on  long  voyages,  particularly  in  fhips 
that  are  not  properly  ventilated,  have  many  people 
on  board,  or  where  cleanlinefs  is  neglected. 

It  is  not  neceffary  to  mention  the  different  fpecies 
into  which  this  difeafe  has  been  divided,  as  they 
differ  from  one  another  chiefly  in  degree.  What  is 
called  the  land  Jcurvy>  however,  is  feldom  attended 
with  thofe  highly  putrid  fymptoms  which  appear  in 
patients  who  have  been  long  at  fea,  and  which,  we 
prefume,  are  rather  owing  to  confined  air,  want  of 
exercife,  and  the  unwholefome  food  eaten  by  failors 
on  long  voyages,  than  to  any  fpecific  difference  in 
the  difeafe.  v 

CAUSES. The  fcurvy  is  occafloned  by  cold 

moift  air  ; by  the  long  ufe  of  faked  or  fmoke-dried 
provifions,  or  any  kind  of  food  that  is  hard  of  di- 
geftion,  and  affords  little  nourilhment.  It  may 
alfo  proceed  from  the  fuppreflion  of  cuflomary  eva- 
cuations; as  the  tnenfes,  the  hsemorrhoidal  flux,  &c. 
It  is  fometimes  owing  to  a hereditary  taint,  in 
which  cafe  a very  fmall  caufe  will  excite  the  latent 
diforder.  Grief,  fear,  and  other  deprefling  paflions, 
have  a great  tendency  both  to  excite  and  aggravate 
this  difeafe.  The  fame  obfervation  holds  with  re- 
gard to  negledl  of  cleanlinefs;  bad  clothing;  the 
want  of  proper  exercife;  confined  air;  unwhole- 

* fome 
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fome  food ; or  any  difeafe  which  greatly  weakens 
the  body,  or  vitiates  the  humours. 

SYMPTOMS.— — This  difeafe  may  be  known 
by  unufual  wearinefs,  heavinefs,  and  difficulty  of 
breathing,  efpecially  after  motion  ; rottennefs  of 
the  gums,  which  are  apt  to  bleed  on  the  (lighted: 
touch ; a (linking  breath ; frequent  bleeding  at  the 
nofej  crackling  of  the  joints;  difficulty  of  walk- 
ing; fometimes  a fwelling  and  fometimes  a falling 
away  of  the  legs,  on  which  there  are  livid,  yellow, 
or  violet  coloured  fpots;  the  face  is  generally  of  a 
pale  or  leaden  colour.  As  the  difeafe  advances, 
other  fymptoms  come  on;  as  rottennefs  of  the 
teeth,  haemorrhages,  or  difcharges  of  blood  from 
different  parts  of  the  body,  foul  obftinate  uicers, 
pains  in  various  parts,  efpecially  about  the  bread, 
dry  fcaly  eruptions  ail  over  the  body,  &c.  At  lad 
a wading  or  hedlic  fever  comes  on,  and  the  mifer- 
able  patient  is  often  carried  off*  by  a dyfentery,  a 
diarrhoea,  a dropfy,  the  palfy,  fainting  fits,  or  a 
mortification  of  fome  of  the  bowels. 

CURE.- -We  know  no  way  of  curing  this  dif- 

eafe but  by  purfuing  a plan  diredlly  oppofite  to  that 
which  brings  it  on.  It  proceeds  from  a vitiated 
dace  of  the  humours,  occafioned  by  errors  in 
diet,  air,  or  exercife;  and  this  cannot  be  removed 
but  by  a proper  attention  to  thefe  important  arti- 
cles. 

If  the  patient  has  been  obliged  to  breathe  a cold, 
damp,  or  confined  air,  he  (hould  be  removed,  as 
foon  as  poffible,  to  a dry,  open,  and  moderately 
warm  one.  If  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
difeafe  proceeds  from  a fedentary  life,  or  depreffing 
paffions,  as  grief,  fear,  &c.  the  patient  mud  take 
daily  as  much  exercife  in  the  open  air  as  he  can 
bear,  and  his  mind  fhouid  be  diverted  by  cheerful 
company  and  other  amufements.  Nothing  has  a 

greater 
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greater  tendency  either  to  prevent  or  remove  this 
difeafe,  than  condant  cheerfulnefs  and  good  hu- 
mour. But  this,  alas  ! is  feldom  the  lot  of  perfons 
affli&ed  with  the  fcurvy;  they  are  generally  furly, 
peevifh,  and  morofe* 

When  the  fcurvy  has  been  brought  on  by  a long 
ufe  of  halted  provisions,  the  proper  medicine  is  a 
diet  confiding  chiefly  of  frefli  vegetables  ; as 
oranges,  apples,  lemons,  limes,  tamarinds,  water- 
crefles,  fcurvy-grafs,  brook-lime,  See.  The  ufe 
of  thefe,  with  milk,  pot-herbs,  new  bread,  and 
frefh  beer  or  cyder,  will  feldom  fail  to  remove  a 
fcurvy  of  this  kind,  if  taken  before  it  be  too  far 
advanced;  but  to  have  this  eflfedty  they  mud  be 
perfided  in  for  a confiderable  time.  When  frefli 
vegetables  cannot  be  obtained,  pickled  or  preferved 
ones  may  be  ufed ; and  where  thefe  are  wanting* 
recourfe  mud  be  had  to  the  chymical  acids.  All 
the  patient’s  food  and  drink  fhould  in  this  cafe  be 
diarpened  with  cream  of  tartar,  elixir  of  yitriol, 
vinegar,  or  the  fpirit  of  fea-falt. 

Thefe  things  however  will  more  certainly  pre- 
venr  than  cure  the  fcurvy ; for  which  reafori*  fea- 
faring  people,  efpeciaily  on  long  voyages,  ought  to 
lay  in  plenty  of  them.  Cabbages,  onions,  goofe-r 
berries,  and  many  other  vegetables,  may  be  kept 
a long  time  by  pickling , preferving , &c.  and  when 
thefe  fail,  the  chymical  acids,  recommended  above, 
which  will  keep  for  any  length  of  time,  may  be 
ufed.  We  have  reafon  to  believe,  if  (hips  were 
well  ventilated,  had  good  dore  of  fruits,  greens, 
cyder,  &c,  laid  in,  and  if  proper  regard  were  paid 
to  cleanlinefs  and  warmth,  that  Tailors  would  be 
the  mod  healthy  people  in  the  world,  and  would 
feldom  fufftr  either  from  the  fcurvy  or  putrid  fevers, 
which  are  fo  fatal  to  .that  ufeful  fet  of  men  ; but  it 
is  too  much  the  temper  of  fuch  people  to  defpife 
all  precaution ; they  will  not  think  of  any  calamity 

till 
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till  it  overtakes  them,  when  it  is  too  late  to  ward 
off  the  blow. 

It  mu  ft  indeed  be  owned,  that  many  of  them  have 
it  not  in  their  power  to  make  the  provifion  we  are 
fpeaking  of;  but  in  this  cafe  it  is  the  duty  of  their 
employers  to  make  it  for  them;  and  no  man  ought 
to  engage  in  a long  voyage  without  having  thefe 
articles  fecured. 

I have  often  feen  very  extraordinary  effedls  in 
the  land-fcurvy  from  a milk  diet.  This  prepa- 
ration of  Nature  is  a mixture  of  animal  and  vege- 
table properties,  which  of  all  others  is  the  moft  fit 
for  reftoring  a decayed  conftitution,  and  removing 
that  particular  acrimony  of  the  humours,  which 
feems  to  conftitute  the  very  effence  of  the  fcurvy, 
and  many  other  difeafes.  But  people  defpife  this 
wholefome  and  nourifhing  food,  becaufe  it  is  cheap, 
and  devour  with  greed inefs,  fteili,  and  fermented 
liquors,  while  milk  is  only  deemed  fit  for  their 
hogs. 

The  moft  proper  drink  in  the  fcurvy  is  whey  or 
butter- milk.  When  thefe  cannot  be  had,  found 
cyder,  perry,  or  fpruce-beer,  may  be  ufed.  Wort 
has  likewife  been  found  to  be  a proper  drink  in  the 
fcurvy,  and  may  be  ufed  at  fea,  as  malt  will  keep 
during  the  longeft  voyage.  A deco&ion  of  the 
tops  of  the  fpruce  fir  is  likewife  proper.  It  may  be 
drank  in  the  quantity  of  an  Englifh  pint  twice 
a-d ay..  Tar  water  may  be  ufed  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  or  deco&ions  of  any  of  the  mild  mucilagi- 
nous vegetables;  as  farfaparilia,  marfh-mailow 
roots,  &c.  Infufions  of  the  bitter  plants,  as  ground- 
ivy,  the  leffer  centaury,  marfh-trefoil,  &c.  are 
likewife  beneficial.  I have  feen  the  peafants  in 
fome  parts  of  Britain  exprefs  the  juice  of  the  laft- 
mentioned  plant,  and  drink  it  with  good  effedt  in 
thofe  foul  fcorbutic  eruptions  with  which  they,  are 
often  troubled  in  the  fpring  feafon. 
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Harrowgate-water  is  certainly  an  excellent  medi- 
cine in  the  land-fcurvy.  I have  often  feen  patients 
who  had  been  reduced  to  the  moft  deplorable  con- 
dition by  this  difeafe,  greatly  relieved  by  drinking 
the  fulphur-water,  and  bathing  in  it.  The  chaly- 
beate water  may  alfo  be  ufed  with  advantage,  efpe- 
cially  with  a view  to  brace  the  ftomach  after  drink- 
ing the  fulphur-water,  which,  though  it  fharpens 
the  appetite,  never  fails  to  weaken  thepowersofdi- 
geftion. 

A flight  degree  of  fcurvy  may  be  carried  off  by 
frequently  fucking  a little  of  the  juice  of  a bitter 
orange,  or  a lemon.  When  the  difeafe  afte&s  the 
gums  only,  this  pradtice,  if  continued  for  fome 
time,  will  generally  carry  it  off.  We  would  how- 
ever recommend  the  bitter  orange  as  greatly  pre- 
ferable to  lemon  ; it  feems  to  be  as.good  a me- 
dicine, and  is  not  near  fo  hurtful  to  the  ftomach. 
Perhaps  our  own  forrel  may  be  little  inferior  to 
either  of  them. 

All  kinds  of  fallad  are  good  in  the  fcurvy,  and 
ought  to  be  eaten  very  plentifully,  as  fpinage,  let- 
tuce, parfley,  celery,  endive,  radifh,  dandelion,  &c. 
It  is  amazing  to  fee  how  foon  frefh  vegetables  in  the 
fpring  cure  the  brute  animals  of  any  fcab  or  foui- 
nefs  which  is  upon  their  fkins.  It  is  reafonable  to 
fuppofe  that  their  effe&s  would  be  as  great  upon 
the  human  fpecies,  were  they  ufed  in  proper  quan- 
tity for  a fufficient  length  of  time. 

I have  fometimes  feen  good  effe&s  in  fcorbutic 
complaints  of  very  long  (landing,  from  the  ufe  of 
a decodlion  of  the  roots  of  water-dock.  It  is  ufually 
made  by  boiling  a pound  of  the  frefh  root  in  fix 
Englifh  pints  of  water,  till  about  one-third  of  it  be 
confumed.  The  dofe'  is  from  half  a pint  to  a whole 
pint  of  the  decodlion  every  day.  But  in  all  the 
cafes  where  I have  feen  it  prove  beneficial,  it  was 
made  much  ftronger,  and  drank  in  larger  quanti- 
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ties.  The  fafeft  way,  however,  is  for  the  patient  to 
begin  with  fmall  doles,  and  increafe  them  both  in 
Itrength  and  quantity  as  he  finds  his  ftomach  will 
bear  it.  It  mult  be  ufed  for  a conflderable  time. 

I have  known  fome  take  it  for  many  months,  and 
have  been  told  of  others  who  had  ufed  it  for  feveral 
years,  before  they  were  fenfible  of  any  benefit,  but 
who  neverthelefs  were  cured  by  it  at  length. 

The  leprofy,  which  was  fo  common  in  this  coun- 
try long  ago,  feems  to  have  been  near  a-kin  to  the 
fcurvy.  • Perhaps  its  appearing  fo  feldom  now, 
may  be  owing  to  the  inhabitants  of  Britain  eating 
more  vegetable  food  than  formerly,  living  more 
upon  tea  and  other  diluting  diet,  ufing  Ids  faked 
meat,  being  more  cleanly,  better  lodged  and 
clothed,  &c.-— -For  the  cure  of  this  difeafe  we  would 
recommend  the  fame  courfe  of  diet  and  medicine 
as  in  the  fcurvy. 

-<  I 

OF  THE  SCROPHULA,  OR  KING’S  ‘EVIL. 

This  difeafe  chiefly  affedts  the  glands,  efpecially 
thofe  of  the  neck..  Children  and  young  perfons  of 
a fedentary  life  are  very  fubjedt  to  it.  It  is  one  of 
thofe  difeafes  which  may  be  removed  by  proper  re- 
gimen, but  feldom  yields  to  medicine.  The  inha- 
bitants of  cold,  damp,  marfhy  countries  are  mod 
liable  to  the  fcrophula. 

CAUSES. -This  difeafe  may  proceed  from 

a hereditary  taint,  from  a fcrophulous  nurfe,  &c. 
Children  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  born  of 
fickly  parents,  whofe  conftitutions  have  been  greatly 
injured  by  the  pox,  or  other  chronic  difeafes,  are 
apt  to  be  affected  with  the  fcrophula.  It  may  like- 
wife  proceed  from  fuch  difeafes  as  weaken  the  ha- 
bit or  vitiate  the  humours,  as  the  fmall-pox, 
meafles,  &c.  External  injuries,  as  blows,  bruifes, 
and  the  like,  fometimes  produce  fcrophulous  ul- 
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cers;  but  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  when  this 
happens,  that  there  has  been  a predifpofnion  in 
the  habit  to  this  difeafe.  In  ffiort,  whatever  tends 
to  vitiate  the  humours  of  relax  the  folids,  paves 
the  way  to  the  fcrophula;  as  the  want  of  proper 
exercife,  too  much  heat  or  cold,  confined  air,  un- 
wholefome  food,  bad  water,  the  long  ufe  of  poor, 
weak,  watery  aliments,  the  negledt  of  cleanlinefs, 
&c.  Nothing  tends  more  to  induce  this  difeafe  in 
children  than  allowing  them  to  continue  long 
wet  *. 

SYMPTOMS, At  firft  fmall  knots  appear 

under  the  chin  or  behind  the  ears,  which  gradually 
increafe  in  number  and  fize,  till  they  form  one  large 
hard  tumour.  This  often  continues  for  a long 
time  without  breaking,  and  when  it  does  break, 
it  only  difcharges  a thin  Janies , or  watery  humour. 
Other  parts  of  the  body  are  likewife  liable  to  its 
attack,  as  the  arm-pits,  groins,  feet,  hands,  eyes, 
breafts,  &c.  ■ Nor  are  the  internal  parts  exempt 
from  it.  It  often  affedts  the  lungs,  liver,  or  fpleen; 
and  I have  frequently  feen  the  glands  of  the  my- 
fentery  greatly  enlarged  by  it. 

Thofe  obftinate  ulcers  which  break  out  upon  the 
feet  and  hands  with  fwelling,  and  little  or  no  red- 
nefs,  are  of  the  fcrophulous  kind.  They  feldom 
difcharge  good  matter,  and  are  exceedingly  difficult 
to  cure.  The  white  Jwellings  of  the  joints  feem 
likewife  to  be  of  this  kind.  They  are  with  diffi- 
culty brought  to  a fuppuration,  and  when  opened 
they  only  difcharge  a thin  ichor.  There  is  not  a 
more  general  fymptom  of  the  fcrophula  than  a 
fwelling  of  the  upper  lip  and  nofe. 

* The  fcrophula,  as  well  as  the  rickets,  is  found  to  prevail  in 
large  manufacturing  towns,  where  people  live  grofs,  and  lead 
fedentary  lives. 
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REGIMEN. As  this  difeafe  proceeds,  in  a 

great  meafure,  from  relaxation,  the  diet  ought  to 
be  generous  and  nouriffiing,  but  at  the  fame  time 
light  and  of  eafy  digeftion ; as  well-fermented 
bread,  made  of  found  grain,  the  ftefh  and  broth  of 
young  animals,  with  now  and  then  a glafs  of  gene- 
rous wine,  or  good  ale.  The  air  ought  to  be  open, 
dry,  and  not  too  cold,  and  the  patient  fhould  take 
as  much  exercife  as  he  can  bear.  This  is  of  the 
utmoft  importance.  Children  who  have  fufficient 
exercife  are  feldom  troubled  with  the  fcrophula. 

MEDICINE. — — The  vulgar  are  remarkably 
credulous  with  regard  to  the  cure  of  the  fcrophula; 
many  of  them  believing  in  the  virtue  of  the  ro^al 
touch,  that  of  the  feventh  fon,  &c.  The  truth  is, 
we  know  but  little  either  of  the  nature  or  cure  of 
this  difeafe,  and  where  reafon  or  medicines  fail, 
luperftition  always  comes  in  their  place.  Hence 
it  is,  that  in  difeafes  which  are  the  moft  difficult  to 
underftand,  we  generally  hear  of  the  greatefl  num- 
ber of  miraculous  cures  being  performed.  Here, 
however,  the  deception  is  eafily  accounted  for.  The 
fcrophula,  at  a certain  period  of  life,  often  cures 
of  itfelf ; and,  if  the  patient  happens  to  be  touched 
about  this  time,  the  cure  is  imputed  to  the  touch, 
and  not  to  Nature,  who  is  really  the  phyfician.  In 
the  fame  way  the  infigni’ficant  noftrums  of  quacks 
and  old  women  often  gain  applaufe  when  they  de- 
ferve  none. 

There  is  nothing  more  pernicious  than  the  cuftom 
of  plying  children  in  the  fcrophula  with  flrong  pur- 
gative medicines.  People  imagine  it  proceeds  from 
humours  which  muft  be  purged  off,  without  con- 
fidering  that  thefe  purgatives  increafe  the  debility 
and  aggravate  the  difeafe.  It  has  indeed  been 
found,  that  keeping  the  body  gently  open  for  fome 
time,  efpecially  with  fea-water,  has  a good  effect; 
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but  this  fliould  only  be  given  in  grofs  habits,  and 
in  fuch  quantity  as  to  procure  one,  or  at  molt  two 
fiools  every  day. 

Bathing  in  the . falt-water  has  likewife  a very 
good  effedl,  efpecially  in  the  warm  feafon.  I 
have  often  known  a courfe  of  bathing  in  falt-water, 
and  drinking  it  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  keep  the 
body  gently  open,  cure  a fcrophula,  after  many 
other  medicines  had  been  tried  in  vain.  When 
falt-water  cannot  be  obtained,  the  patient  may  be 
bathed  in  frefh  water,  and  his  body  kept  open  by 
fmall  quantities  of  fait  and  water,  or  fome  other 
mild  purgative. 

Next  to  cold  bathing,  and  drinking  the  falt- 
water,  we  would  recommend  the  Peruvian  bark. 
The  cold  bath  may  be  ufed  in  fummer,  and  the 
bark  in  winter.  To  an  adult  half  a drachm  of  the 
bark  in  powder  may  be  given  in  a glafs  of  red  wine 
four  or  five  times  a-day.  Children,  and  fuch  as 
cannot  take  it  in  fubftance,  may  ufe  the  decodti&n 
made  in  the  following  manner: 

Boil  an  ounce  of  Peruvian  bark  and  a drachm  of 
Winter’s  bark,  both  grofsly  powdered,  in  an  Eng- 
lifh  quart  of  water  to  a pint:  towards  the  end  half 
an  ounce  of  diced  liquorice-root,  and  a handful  of 
raifins  may  be  added,  which  will  both  render  the 
decodtion  lefs  difagreeable,  and  make  it  take  up 
more  of  the  bark.  The  liquor  muff  be  drained, 
and  two,  three,  or  four  table-fpoonfuls,  accord- 
ing to  the  age  of  the  patient,  given  three  times 
a-day. 

The  Moffat  and  Harrowgate  waters,  efpecially 
the  latter,  ate  likewife  very  proper  medicines  in 
the  fcropula.  They  ought  not  however  to  be  drank 
in  large  quantities,  but  fhould  be’ taken  fo  as  to 
keep  the  body  gently  open,  and  muff  be  ufed  for  a 
confiderable  time. 
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The  hemlock  may  fometimes  be  ufed  with  ad- 
vantage in  the  fcrophula.  Some  lay  it  down  as  a 
general  rule,  that  the  fea-water  is  mod  proper  be- 
fore there  are  any  ftippuration  or  fymptoms  of 
tabes  ; the  Peruvian  bark,  when  there  are  running 
fores,  and  a degree  of  he&ic  fever ; and  the  hem- 
lock in  old  inveterate  cafes,  approaching  to  the 
feirrhous  or  cancerous  (late.  Either  the  extrad  or 
the  frefh  juice  of  this  plant  may  be  ufed.  The 
dofe  may  be  fmall  at  flrd,  and  increafed  gradually 
as  far  as  the  ftomach  is  able  to  bear  it. 

External  applications  are  of  little  ufe.  Before 
the  tumour  breaks,  nothing  ought  to  be  applied  to 
it,  unlefs  a piece  of  flannel,  or  fomething  to  keep 
it  warm.  After  it  breaks,  the  fore  may  be  drefled 
with  fome  digeflive  ointment.  What  I have  al- 
ways found  to  anfwer  bed,  was  the  yellow  bafilicon 
mixed  with  about  a fixth  or  eighth  part  of  its 
weight  of  red  precipitate  of  mercury.  The  fore 
may  be  drefled  with  this  twice  a-day;  and  if  it  be 
very  fungous,  and  does  not  diged  well,  a larger 
proportion  of  the  precipitate  may  be  added. 

Medicines  which  mitigate  this  difeafe,  though 
they  do  not  cure  it,  are  not  to  be  defpifed.  If  the 
patient  can  be  kept  alive  by  any  means  till  he  ar- 
rives at  the  age  of  puberty,  he  has  a great  chance 
to  get  well  5 but  if  he  -does  not  recover  at  this 
time,  in  all  probability  he  never  will. 

There  is  no  malady  which  parents  are  fo  apt  to 
communicate  to  their  offspring  as  the  fcrophula, 
for  which  reafon  people  ought  to  beware  of  mar- 
rying into  families  affe<ded  with  this  difeafe. 

For  the  means  of  preventing  the  fcrophula,  we 
mud  refer  the  reader  to  the  obfervations  on  nurfing 
at  the  beginning  of  the  book. 
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"Though  this  difeafe  is  commonly  communicated 
by  infection,  yet  it  feldom  prevails  where  due  re- 
gard is  paid  to  cleanlinefs,  frefh  air,  and  whole- 
fome  diet.  It  generally  appears  in  form  of  fmall 
Eatery  puftulcs,  firft  about  the  wtifts,  or  between 
the  fingers ; afterwards  it  affedts  the  arms,  legs* 
thighs,  &c.  Thefe  puftules  are  attended  with  an 
intolerable  itching,  efpecially  when  the  patient  is 
Warm  in  bed,  or  fits  by  the  fire.  . Sometimes  indeed 
the  (kin  is  covered  with  large  blotches  or  fcabs, 
and  at  other  times  with  a white  fcurf,  or  fcaly  erup- 
tion. This  laft  is  called  the  dry  itch,  and  is  the 
moil  difficult  to  cure. 

The  itch  is  feldom  a dangerous  difeafe,  unlefs 
when  it  is  rendered  fo  by  negledl,  or  improper 
treatment.  If  it  be  fuffered  to  continue  too  long, 
it  may  vitiate  the  whole  mafs  of  humours;  and,  if 
it  be  fuddeniy  drove  in,  without  proper  evacua- 
tions; it  may  occafion  fevers,  inflammations  of  the 
vifcera,  or  other  internal  di (orders. 

The  bed  medicine  yet  known  for  the  irch  is 
fulphur,  which  ought  to  be  tiled  both  externally 
and  internally.  The  parts  moft  afFedied  may  be 
rubbed  with  an  ointment  made  of  the  flower  of 
fulphur,  two  ounces  ; crude  fal  ammoniac  finely 
powdered  two  drachms;  hog’s  lard,  or  butter,  four 
ounces.  If  a fcruple  or  half  a drachm  of  the  ef- 
fcnce  of  lemon  be  added,  it  will  entirely  take  away 
the  difagreeable  fmell.  About  the  bulk  of  a nut- 
meg of  this  may  be  rubbed  upon  the  extremities  at 
bed-time  twice  or  thrice  a-week.  It  is  feldom  ne- 
ceffary  to  rub  the  whole  body ; but  when  it  is,  it 
ought  not  to  be  done  all  at  once,  but  by  turns,  as 
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it  is  dangerous  to  (lop  too  many  pores  at  the  fame 
time. 

Before  the  patient  begins  to  ofethe  ointment,  he 
ought,  if  he  be  of  a full  habit,  to  bleed  or  take  a 
purge  or  two.  It  will  like  wife  be  proper,  during 
the  ufe  of  it,  to  take  every  night  and  morning  as 
much  of  the  flower  of  brimftone  and  cream  of  tar- 
tar, in  a little  treacle  or  new  milk,  as  will  keep 
the  body  gently  open.  He  Ihould  beware  of  catch- 
ing cold,  fhould  wear  more  clothes  than  ufual,  and 
take  everything  warm.  The  fame  clothes,  the 
linen  excepted,  ought  to  be  worn  all  the  time  of 
ufing  the  ointment ; and  fuch  clothes  as  have 
been  worn  while  the  patient  was  under  the  dif- 
eale,  are  not  to  be  ufed  again,  unlefs  they  have 
been  fumigated  with  brimftone,  and  thoroughly 
cleanfed,  otherwife  they  will  communicate  the  in- 
fection anew  *. 

I never  knew  brimflone,  when  ufed  as  directed 
above,  fail  to  cure  the  itch;  and  I have  reafon  to 
believe,  that,  if  duly  perfifted  in,  it  never  will 
fail ; but  if  it  be  only  ufed  once  or  twice,  and  clean- 
linefs  negleCted,  it  is  no  wonder  if  the  diforder  re- 
turns. The  quantity  of  ointment  mentioned  above 
will  generally  be  fufficient  for  the  cure  of  one  per- 
fon  ; bur,  if  any  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  fhould  ap- 
pear again,  the  medicine  mud  be  repeated.  It  is 
both  more  fa fe  and  efficacious  when  perfifted  in  for 
a confiderable  time,  than  when  a large  quantity  is 
applied  at  once.  As  moft  people  dillike  the  fmell 

* Sir  John  Pringle  obferves,  that  though  this  difeafe  may 
feem  trifling,  there  is  no  one  in  the  army  that  is  more  trouble- 
feme  to  cure,  as  the  infe&ion  of;en  lurks  in  clothes,  &c.  and 
breaks  out  a fecond,  or  even  a third  time.  The  lame  inconve- 
ifiency  occurs  in  private  families,  unlefs  particular  regard  is 
paid  to  the  changing  or  cleaning  of  their  clothe?,  which  laft  is 
by  no  means  an  eafy  operation. 


of 


OF  THE  ITCH.  405 

offulphur,  they  may  ufe  in  its  place  the  powder  of 
white  hellebore  root  made  up  into  an  ointment,  in 
the  fame  manner,  which  will  feldom  fail  to  cure 
the  itch. 

People  ought  to  be  extremely  cautious  led  they 
take  other  eruptions  for  the  itch  ; as  the  Itoppage  of 
thefe  may  be  attended  with  fatal  confequences. 
Many  of  the  eruptive  diforders  to  which  children 
are  liable,  have  a near  refemblance  to  this  difeafej 
and  I have  often  known  infants  killed  by  being  rub- 
bed with  greafy  ointments  that  made  thefe  erup- 
tions ftrike  fuddenly  in,  which  Nature  had  thrown 
out  to  preferve  the  patient's  life,  or  prevent  fome 
other  malady. 

Much  mifchief  is  likewife  done  by  the  ufc  of 
mercury  in  this  difeafe.  Some  perfons  are  fo  fool- 
hardy as  to  wafh  the  parts  affe&ed  with  a ftrong  fo- 
lution  of  the  corrofive  fublimate.  Others  ufe  the 
mercurial  ointment,  without  taking  the  leaft  care 
either  to  avoid  cold,  keep  the  body  open,  or  ob- 
ferve  a proper  regimen.  The  confequences  of  fuch 
conduct  may  be  eafily  gueffcd.  I have  known 
even  the  mercurial  girdles  produce  bad  effedls,  and 
would  advife  every  perfon,  as  he  values  his  health, 
to  beware  how  he  ufes  them.  Mercury  ought  ne- 
ver to  be  ufed  as  a medicine  without  the  greateft 
care.  Ignorant  people  look  upon  thefe  girdles  as 
a kind  of  charm,  without  confidering  that  the  mer- 
cury enters  the  body. 

It  is  not  to  be  told  what  mifchief  is  done  by  ufing 
mercurial  ointment  for  curing  the  itch  and  killing 
vermin  ; yet  it  is  unneceffary  for  either  : the  former 
may  be  always  more  certainly  cured  by  fulphur, 
and  the  latter  will  never  be  found  where  due  regard 
is  paid  to  cieanlinefs. 

Thofe  who  would  avoid  this  deteflable  difeafe 
ought  tp  beware  of  infe&ed  perfons,  to  ufe 
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wholefome  food,  and  to  ftudy  univerfal  cleanli- 
nefs *. 


CHAP.  XL. 

OF  THE  ASTHMA. 

*TP  H E afthma  is  a difeafe  of  die  lungs,  which 
icldom  admits  of  a cure.  Perfons  in  the  de- 
cline of  life  are  mod  liable  to  it.  It  is  diftinguifhed 
into  the  moift  and  dry,  or  humoural  and  nervous, 
The  former  is  attended  with  expectoration  or  fpit- 
ting;  but  in  the  latter  the  patient  feldom  fpits, 
unlefs  fometimes  a little  tough  phlegm  by  the  mere 
force  of  coughing. 

CAUSES. The  adhma  is  fometimes  he  red’ll  . 

tary.  It  may  likewife  proceed  from  a bad  forma- 
tion of  the  bread  5 the  fumes  of  metals  or  minerals 
taken  into  the  lungs  ; violent  exercife,  efpecially 
running;  the  obdrudlion  of  cudomary  evacuations, 
as  the  menfes,  haemorrhoids,  &c.  the  fudden  re-?- 
troctfiion  of  the  gout,  or  driking  in  of  eruptions, 
as  the  fmall-pox,  mealies,  &c.  violent  pafiions  of 
the  mind,  as  fudden  fear  or  furprife.  In  a word, 
the  difeafe  may  proceed  from  any  caufe  that  either 
impedes  the  circulation  of  the  blood  through  the 

* The  itch  is  now  by  cleanlinefs  banifhed  from  every  genteel 
family  in  Britain,  it  Hill  however  prevails  among  the  poorer 
fort  of  peafants  in  Scotland,  and  among  the  manufacturers  in 
England,  Thefe  are  not  only  fulficient  to  keep  the  feeds  of  the 
difeafe  alive,  but  to  fpread  the  infe&ion  among  others.  It  were 
to  be  wiihed  that  fome  effectual  method  could  be  devifed  for  ex- 
tirpating it  altogether.  Several  country  clergymen  have  told 
me,  that  by  getting  fuch  as  were  infedted  cured,  and  Arongly  re- 
commending an  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  they  have  banifhed  the 
itch  entirely  put  pf  their  parilhes.  Why  might  net  others  do 
the  fame  ? 4 \ 

lungs. 
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lungs,  or  prevents  their  being  duly  expanded  by 
the  air. 

SYMPTOMS. An  afthma  is  known  by  a 

quick  laborious  breathing,  which  is  generally  per- 
formed with  a kind  of  wheezing  noiie.  Sometimes 
the  difficulty  of  breathing  is  fo  great,  that  the  pa- 
tient is  obliged  to  keep  in  an  eredh  pofture,  other- 
wife  he  is  in  danger  of  being  fuffocated.  A fit  or 
paroxyfm  of  the  afthma  generally  happens  after  a 
perfon  has  been  expofed  to  cold  eafterly  winds,  or 
has  been  abroad  in  thick  foggy  weather,  or  has  got 
wet,  or  continued  long  in  a damp  place  under 
ground,  or  has  taken  fome  food  which  the  ftomach 
could  not  digeft,  as  paftries,  toafted  cheeie,  or  the 
like. 

The  paroxyfm  is  commonly  uffiereddn  with  lift- 
leffnefs,  want  of  deep,  hoarienefs,  a cough,  belch- 
ing of  wind,  a fenfe  of  heavinefs  about  the  bread, 
and  difficulty  of  breathing.  To  thefe  fucceed  heat, 
fever,  pain  .of  the  head, . ficknefs  and  naufea,  grest 
oppreffion  of  the  bread,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  a 
weak  and  fometimes  intermitting  pulfe,  an  invo- 
luntary flow  of  tears,  bilious  vomitings,  &c.  AW 
the  fymptoms  grow  worfe  towards  night ; the  pa- 
tient is  eafier  when  up  than  in  bed,  and  is  very  de- 
firous  of  cool  air. 

REGIMEN. The  food  ought  to  be  light,  and 

of  eafy  digeftion.  Boiled  meats  are  to  be  preferred 
to  roafled,  and  the  fleffi  of  young  animals  to  that  of 
old.  All  windy  food,  and  whatever  is  apt  to  fwell 
in  the  ftomach,  is  to  be  avoided.  Light  puddings, 
white  broths,  and  ripe  fruits  baked,  boiled,  or 
roafled,  are  proper.  Strong  liquors  of  all  kinds, 
efpecially  malt  liquor,  are  hurtful.  The  patient 
Ihould  eat  a very  light  fupper,  or  rather  none  at 
all,  and  fliould  never  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  long 
coftive.  His  clothing  fhould  be  warm,  efpecially 
in  the  winter-feafon.  As  all  diforders  of  the  bread 
D d 4 are 
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are  much  relieved  by  keeping  the  feet  warm,  and  pro- 
moting the  perfpiration,  a flannel  fhirt  or  waiftcoat, 
and  thick  fhoes,  will  be  of  Angular  fervice. 

But  nothing  is  of  fo  great  importance  in  the 
afthma  as  pure  and  moderately  warm  air.  Afth- 
matic  people  can  feldom  bear  either  the  clofe  heavy 
air  of  a large  town,  or  the  fharp,  keen  atmofphere 
of  a bleak  hilly  country  ; a medium  therefore  be- 
tween thefe  is  to  be  chofen.  The  air  near  a large 
town  is  often  bettor  than  at  a diftance,  provided 
the  patient  be  removed  fo  far  as  not  to  be  affedted 
by  the  fmoke.  Some  afthmatic  patients  indeed 
breathe  eafier  in  town  than  in  the  country;  but  this 
is  feldom  the  cafe,  efpecially  in  towns  where  much 
coal  is  burnt.  Afthmatic  perfons  who  are  obliged 
to  be  in  town  all  day,  ought  at  leaft  to  fleep  out  of 
it.  Even  this  will  often  prove  of  great  fervice. 
Thofe  who  can  afford  it  otfght  to  travel  into  a 
warmer  climate.  Many  afthmatic  perfons  who  can- 
not live  in  Britain,  enjoy  very  good  health  in  the 
fouth  of  France,  Portugal,  Spain,  or  Italy. 

Exercife  is  likewife  of  very  great  importance  in 
the  afthma,  as  it  promotes  the  digeftion,  and  pre- 
paration of  the  blood.  The  blood  of  afthmatic 
perfons  is  feldom  duly  prepared,  owing  to  the  pro- 
per action  of  the  lungs  being  impeded.  For  this 
reafon  fuch  people  ought  daily  to  take  as  much  ex- 
ercife, either  on  foot,  horfeback,  or  in  a carriage,  as 
they  can  bear. 

MEDICINE. Almoft  all  that  can  be  done 

by  medicine  in  this  difeafe,  is  to  relieve  the  patient 
when  feized  with  a violent  fit.  This  indeed  re- 
quires the  greateft  expedition,  as  the  difeafe  often 
proves  fuddcnly  ratal.  In  the  paroxyfm  or  fit,  the 
body  is  generally  bound;  a purging  clyfler,  with 
a folution  of  afafcetida,  ought  therefore  to  be  ad- 
miniflered,  and  if  there  be  occafion,  it  may  be  re- 
peated two  or  three  times.  The  patient’s  feet  and 
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kgs  ought  to  be  immerfed  in  warm  water,  and  af- 
terwards rubbed  with  a warm  hand,  or  dry  cloth. 
Bleeding,  unlefs  extreme  weaknefs  or  old  age 
fhould  forbid  it,  is  highly  proper.  If  there  be  a 
violent  fpafm  about  the  bread:  or  ftomach,  warm 
fomentations,  or  bladders  filled  with  warm  milk  and 
water,  may  be  applied  to  the  part  affeCted,  and 
warm  cataplafms  to  the  foies  of  the  feet.  The  pa- 
tient, muft  drink  freely  of  diluting  liquors,  and  may 
take  a tea-fpoonful  of  the  tinCture  of  caltor  and  of 
faffron  mixed  together,  in  a cup  of  valerian-tea, 
twice  or  thrice  a-day.  Sometimes  a vomit  has  a 
very  good  effeCt,  and  fnatches  the  patient,  as  it 
were,  from  the  jaws  of  death.  This  however  will 
be  more  fafe  after  other  evacuations  have  been  pre- 
rnifed.  A very  ftrong  infufion  of  roafted  coffee 
is  faid  to  give  eafe  in  an  aflhmatic  paroxyifn. 

In  the  moift  afthma,  fuch  things  as  promote  ex- 
pectoration or  /pitting  ought  to  be  ufed  ; as  the  iy- 
rup  of  fquills,  gum  ammoniac,  and  fpch  like.  A 
common  fpoqnful  of  the  fyrup,  or  oxymel  of  fquills, 
mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  cinnamon-water, 
may  be  taken  three  or  four  times  through  the  day, 
and  four  or  five  pills  made  of  equal  parts  of  afa- 
fcetida  and  gum-ammoniac  at  bed-time*. 

For  the  convulfive  or  nervous  afthma,  antifpaf* 
modics  and  bracers  are  the  molt  proper  medkines. 
The  patient  may  take  a tea-fpoonful  of  the  parego- 
ric elixir  twice  a-day.  The  Peruvian  bark  is  iomeT 
times  found  to  be  of  ufe  in  this  cafe.  It  may  be 
taken  in  fubftance,  or  infufed  in  wine.  In  ihort, 

* After  copious  evacuations,  large  doles  of  aether  have  been 
found  very  efficacious  in  removing  a fit  of  the  afthma.  I have 
likewife  known  the  following  mixture  produce  very  happy  efFeds; 
To  four  or  five  ounces  of  the  lolution  or  milk  of  gum-am  moniap 
add  two  ounces  of  fimple  cinnamon-watt  r,  ihe  fame  quantity  of 
balfamic  fyrup,  and  half  an  ounce  of  paregoric  elixir.  Of  this 
two  table-fpoonfuls  may  be  taken  every  three  hours. 


every 
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every  thing  that  braces  the  nerves,  or  takes  off 
fpafm,  may  be  of  ufe  in  a nervous  afthma.  It  is 
often  relieved  by  the  ufe  of  affes  milk  ; I have  like- 
wife  known  cows  milk  drank  warm  in  the  morning 
have  a very  good  effect  in  this  cafe. 

In  every  fpecies  of  afthma,  fetons  and  iffues  have 
a good  effedl;  they  may  either  be  fet  in  the  back  or 
fide,  and  ftiould  never  be  allowed  to  dry  up.  We 
fhall  here,  once  for  ail,  obferve,  that  not  only  in 
the  afthma,  but  in  moft  chronic  difeafes,  iffues  are 
extremely  proper.  They  are  both  a late  and  effi- 
cacious remedy  ? and  though  they  do  not  always 
cure  the  difeafe,  yet  they  will  often  prolong  the  pa- 
tient’s life. 


CHAP.  XLI. 

OF  THE  APOPLEXY. 

f'lPHE  apoolexy  is  a fudden  lofs  of  fenfe  and  mo- 
tion,  during  which  the  patient  is  to  all  apperance 
dead  ; the  heart  and  lungs  however  ftill  continue  to 
move.  Though  this  difeafe  proves  often  fatal,  yet 
it  may  fometimes  be  removed  by  proper  care.  It 
chiefly  attacks  fedentary  perfons  of  a grofs  habit, 
who  ufe  a rich  and  plentiful  diet,  and  indulge  in 
ftrong  liquors.  People  in  the  decline  of  life  are 
moft  fubjedl  to  the  apoplexy.  It  prevails  moft  in 
winter,  efpeciajly  in  rainy  feafons,  and  very  low 
ftates  of  the  barometer. 

CAUSES.- — —The  immediate  caufe  of  an  apo- 
plexy is  a compreffion  of  the  brain,  occafioned  by 
an  excefs  of  blood,  or  a collection  of  watery  hu- 
mours. The  former  is  called  a /anguine,  and  the 

12  latter 
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latter  a Jerous  apoplexy.  It  may  be  occafioned  by 
any  thing  that  increafes  the  circulation  towards  the 
brain,  or  prevents  the  return  of  the  blood  from  the 
head;  as,  intenfe  ftudy ; violent  paflions*;  viewing 
obje&s  for  a long  time  obliquely;  wearing  any 
thing  too  tight  about  the  neck  ; a rich  and  luxuri- 
ous diet  ; fupprefiion  of  urine  ; fuffering  the  body 
to  cool  fuddenly  after  having  been  greatly  heated  ; 
continuing  long  in  a warm  or  a cold  bath  ; the  ex- 
ceflive  ufe  of  fpiceries,  or  high  feafoned  food;  ex- 
cefs  of  venery;  the  fudden  ftriking  in  of  any  erup- 
tion ; fuffering  iflfues,  fetons,  &c.  fuddenly  to  dry 
up,  or  the  ftoppage  of  any  cufiomary  evacuation  *, 
a mercurial  faiivation  pufhed  too  far,  or  fuddenly 
checked  by  cold;  wounds  or  bruifes  on  the  head; 
long  expofure  to  exceffive  cold  ; poifonous  exhala- 
tions, &c. 

SYMPTOMS,  and  method  of  cure. The 

ufual  forerunners  of  an  apoplexy  are  giddinefs,  pain 
and  fwimrning  of  the  head;  lofs  of  memory  ; drow- 
finds  ; noife  in  the  ears;  the  night-mare ; a fpon- 
taneous  flux  of  tears,  and  laborious  refpiration. 
When  perfons  of  -an  apoplectic  make  obferve  thefe 
fymptoms,  they  have  reafon  to  fear  the  approach  of 
a fit,  and  fhould  endeavour  to  prevent  it  by  bleed- 
ing, a (lender  diet,  and  opening  medicines. 

In  the  fanguine  apoplexy,  if  the  patient  does  not 
die  fuddenly,  the  countenance  appears  florid,  the 
face  is  fweiled  or  puffed  up,  and  the  blood-veflTds, 
dpecially  about  the  neck  and  temples,  are  turgid  ; 
the  pulfe  beats  (trong;  the  eyes  are  prominent  and 

I knew  a woman  who  in  a violent  fit  cf  anger  was  feized 
with  a fanguine  apoplexy.  She  at  fi  It  complained  of  extreme 
pain  , as  if  daggers  had  been  thruj}  through  her  head,  as  the  ex- 
preil'ed  it.  Afterwards  flie  became  comatofe,  her  puife  funk  very 
low,  and  was  exceeding  flow.  By  bleeding,  differing,  and  o'her 
evacuations,  fhe  was  kept  alive  for  about  a fortnight.  When 
her  head  was  opened,  a large  quantity  of  extravafated  blood  was 
lound  in  the  left  ventricle  of  the  brain. 


fixed. 
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fixed,  and  the  breathing  is  difficult,  and  performed 
with  a fnorting  noife.  The  excrements  and  urine 
are  often  voided  fpontaneoufly,  and  the  patient  is 
fometimes  feiz-ed  with  vomiting. 

hi  this  i'pecies  of  apoplexy  every  method  muft  be 
taken  to  Icilen  the  force  of  the  circulation  towards 
the  head.  The  patient  fhould  be  kept  perfectly 
eafy  and  cool.  His  head  fhould  be  raifed  pretty 
high,  and  his  feet  fuffered  to  hang  down.  His 
clothes  ought  to  be  loofened,  efpecial ly  about  the 
neck,  and  frefh  air  admitted  into  his  chamber. 
His  garters  fhould  be  tied  pretty  tight,  by  which 
means  the  motion  of  the  blood  from  the  lower  ex- 
tremities will  be  retarded.  As  foon  as  the  patient 
is  placed  in  a proper  polture,  he  fhould  be  bied 
freely  in  the  neck  or  arm,  and,  if  there  be  occafion, 
the  operation  may  be  repeated  in  two  or  three  hours. 
A laxative  clytler,  with  plenty  of  fweet  oil,  or  freffi 
butter,  and  a fpoonful  or  two  of  common  fait  in 
it,  may  be  adminiiiered  every  two  hours;  and  blif- 
tering-plailers  applied  between  the  ffioulders,  and 
to  the  calves  of  the  legs. 

As  foon  as  the  fymptoms  are  a little  abated,  and 
the  patient  is  able  to  iwallow,  he  ought  to  drink 
freely  of  forne  diluting  opening  liquor,  as  a decoc- 
tion of  tamarinds  and  liquorice,  cream-tartar-whey, 
or  common  whey  with  cream  of  tartar  diffoived  in 
it.  Or  lie  may  take  any  cooling  purge,  as  Glau- 
ber's fair,  manna  diffoived  in  an  infulion  of  fenna, 
or  the  like.  Ail  fpirits  and  other  flrong  liquors  are 
to  be  avoided.  Even  volatile  falts  held  to  the  nofe 
do  mifehief.  Vomits,  for  the  fame  reafon,  ought 
not  to  given,  or  any  thing  that  may  increafe  the 
motion  of  the  blood  towards  the  head. 

Ip  the  ferous  apoplexy,  the  fymptoms  are  nearly 
the  fame,  only  the  pulie  is  not  fo  flrong,  the  coun- 
rmance  is  1 els  florid,  and  the  breathing  lefs  difficult. 
Bkecling  :$  not  io  necefTary  here  as  in  the  former 

cafe. 
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cafe.  It  may  however  generally  be  performed  once 
with  fafcty  and  advantage,  but  fhould  not  be  re- 
peated. The  patient  fhould  be  placed  in  the  fame 
pofture  as  directed  above,  and  fhould  have  blilter- 
ing'plafters  applied,  and  receive  opening  clyfters  in 
the  fame  manner.  Purges  here  are  like  wife  necef- 
fary,  and  the  patient  may  drink  ftrong  balm-tea. 
If  he  be  inclined  to  fWeat,  it  ought  to  be  promoted 
by  drinking  fmall  wine- whey,  or  an  infufion  of  car- 
dutis  benediCtus.  A plentiful  fweat  kept  up  for  a 
confiderable  time  has  often  carried  off  a ferous 
apoplexy. 

When  apoplectic  fymptoms  proceed  from  opium, 
or  other  narcotic  fubftances  taken  into  the  fto.mach, 
vomits  are  neceffary.  The  patient  is  generally  re- 
lieved as  foon  as  he  has  difcharged  the  poiion  in 
this  way. 

Perfons  of  an  apoplcCtic  make,  or  thofe  who 
have  been  attacked  by  it,  ought  to  ufe  a very  fpare 
and  (lender  diet,  avoiding  all  ftrong  liquors,  fpice^ 
ries,  and  high-feafoned  food.  They  ought  likewile 
to  guard  againft  all  violent  pafficns,  and  to  avoid 
the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold.  The  head  fhould 
be  fhaved,  and  daily  wafhed  with  cold  water.  The 
feet  ought  to  be  kept  warm,  and  never  fuffered  to 
continue  long  wet.  The  body  muft  be  kept  open 
either  by  food  or  medicine,  and  a little  blood  may 
be  let  every  fpring  and  fall.  Exercife  fhould  by  no 
means  be  negleCted  •,  but  it  ought  to  be  taken  in 
moderation.  Nothing  has  a more  happy  effeCt  in 
preventing  an  apoplexy  than  perpetual  iffues  or  fe- 
lons i great  care  however  muft  be  taken  not  to  iuffer 
them  to  dry  up,  without  opening  others  in  their 
(lead.  Apopledic  perfons  ought  never  to  go  to  reft 
with  a full  ftomach,  or  to  lie  with  their  heads  low, 
or  wear  any  thing  too  tight  about  their  necks. 
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OF  COSTIVENESS,  AND  OTHER 
AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  STOMACH 
AND  BOWELS. 

TX/E  do  not  here  mean  to  treat  of  thofe  aftric- 
* V tions  of  the  bowels  which  are  the  fymptoms 
of  difeafes,  as  of  the  colic,  the  iliac  paffion,  &c. 
but  only  to  take  notice  of  that  infrequency  of  ftools 
which  fometimes  happens,  and  which  in  fome 
particular  conftitutions  may  occafion  difeafes. 

Coftivenefs  may  proceed  from  drinking  rough 
red  wines,  or  other  aftringent  liquors  ; too  much 
exercife,  efpecially  on  horfeback.  It  may  likewife 
proceed  from  a long  ufe  of  cold  infipid  food,  which 
does  not  fufficiently  ftimolate  the  inteftines.  Some- 
times it  is  owing  to  the  bile  not  descending  to  the* 
inteftines,  as  in  the  jaundice  ; and  at  other  times 
it  proceeds  from  difeafes  of  the  inteftines  them- 
felves,  as  a palfy,  fpafms,  torpor,  tumours,  a cold 
dry  ftate  of  the  inteftines,  &c. 

Exceffive  coftivenefs  is  apt  to  occafion  pains  of 
the  head,  vomiting,  colics,  and  other  complaints 
of  the  bowels.  It  is  peculiarly  hurtful  to  hypo- 
chondriac and  hyfteric  perfons,  as  it  generates  wind 
and  other  grievous  fymptoms.  Some  people  how- 
ever can  bear  coftivenefs  to  a great  degree.  I know 
perfons  who  enjoy  pretty  good  health,  yet  do  not 
go  to  ftool  above  once  a-week,  and  others  not  above 
once  a-fortnight.  Indeed  I have  heard  of  forne  who 
do  not  go  above  once  a-month* 

Perfons  who  are  generally  coftive  fhould  live  upon 
a moiftening  aud  laxative  diet,  as  roafted  or  boiled 
apples,  pears,  ftewed  prunes,  raifms,  gruels  with 

currants. 
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currants,  butter,  honey,  fugar,  and  fuch  like. 
Broths  with  fpinage,  leeks,  and  other  foft  pot- 
herbs, are  likewife  proper.  Rye-bread,  or  that 
which  is  made  of  a mixture  of  wheat  and  rye  toge- 
ther, ought  to  be  eaten.  No  perion  troubled  with 
coftivenefs  fhouid  eat  white  bread  alone,  efpecially 
that  which  is  made  of  fine  flour.  The  bed  bread 
for  keeping  the  body  foluble  is  what  in  fome  parts 
of  England  they  call  mejlin.  It  is  made  of  a mix- 
ture of  v/heat  and  rye,  and  is  very  agreeable  to  thofe 
who  are  accuftomed  to  it. 

Coftivenefs  is  increafed  by  keeping  the  body 
too  warm,  and  by  every  thing  that  promotes  the 
perforation  ; as  wearing  flannel,  lying  too  long 
in  bed,  &c.  Intenfe  thought,  and  a fedentary  life, 
are  likewife  hurtful.  All  the  lecvetions  and  excre- 
tions are  promoted  by  moderate  exercife  without 
doors,  and  by  a gay,  cheerful,  fprightly  temper  of 
mind. 

The  drink  (hould  be  of  an  opening  quality.  AH' 
ardent  fpirits,  aufiere  and  aftringent  wines,  as  port, 
claret,  &c.  ought  to  be  avoided.  Malt-liquor 
that  is  fine,  and  of  a moderate  ftrength,  is  Very  pro- 
per. Butter-milk,  whey,  and  other  watery  liquors, 
are  likewife  proper,  and  may  be  drank  in  turns,  as 
the  patient’s  inclination  diredts. 

Thofe  who  are  troubled  with  coftivenefs,  ought, 
if  poftlble,  to  remedy  it  by  diet,  as  the  conftant 
ufe  of  medicines  for  that  purpofe  is  attended  with 
many  inconveniencies,,  and  often  with  bad  confe- 
quences  *.  I never  knew  any  one  get  into  a habit 

of 

* learned  Dr.  Arbuthnot  advifes  thofe  tfho  are  troubled 
with  coftivenefs  to  ufe  animal  oils,  as  frefti  butter,  cream,  mar< 
row,  fat  broths,  efpecially  thofe  made  of  the  internal  parts  of 
animals,  as  the  liver,  heart,  midriff,  Sec.  He  likewife  recom- 
mends theexprefted  oils  of  mild  vegetables,  as  olives,  almonds, 
paftaches,  and  the  fruits  themfelves ; ail  oily  and  mild  fruits,  a* 

figs 
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of  raking  medicine  for  keeping  the  body  open,  who 
could  leave  it  off.  In  time  the  cuftom  becomes 
necefTary,  and  generally  ends  in  a total  relaxation 
of  the  bowels,  indigeftion,  lofs  of  appetite,  wafting 
of  the  ftrength,  and  death. 

When  the  body  cannot  be  kept  open  without 
medicine,  we  would  recommend  gentle  dofes  of 
rhubarb  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a-week.  This 
is  not  near  fo  injurious  to  the  ftomach  as  aloes,  ja- 
lap, or  the  other  draftic  purgatives  fo  much  in  ufe. 
Infufions  of  fenna  and  manna  may  likewife  be 
taken,  or  half  an  ounce  of  foluble  tartar  diftolved 
in  water-gruel.  About  the  fize  of  a nutmeg  of 
lenitive  eledluary  taken  twice  or  thrice  a-day  gene- 
rally anfwers  the  purpofe  very  well. 

WANT  OF  APPETITE. 

This  may  proceed  from  a foul  ftomach ; indi— 
geftion  ; the  want  of  free  air  and  exercife;  grief; 
fear;  anxiety;  or  any  of  the  deprefiing  paffions ; 
exec  (live  heat;  the  ufe  of  ftrong  broths,  fat  meats, 
or  any  thing  that  palls  the  appetite,  or  is  hard  of 
digeftion,  the  immoderate  ufe  of  ftrong  liquors, 
tea,  tobacco,  opium,  &c. 

figs ; tkco&ions  of  mealy  vegetables ; thefe  lubricate  the  intef- 
tines;  fome  fapcnaceous  fubilances  which  ftimulate  gently,  as 
honey,  hydromel,  or  boiled  honey  and  water,  unrefined  fu« 
gar,  &c. 

The  Doctor  obferves,  that  fuch  lenitive  fubftances  are  proper 
for  perfons  of  dry  acrabilarian  conftitutions,  who  are  fubjed  to 
aflridion  of  the  belly,  and  the  piles,  and  will  operate  when 
tfronger  medicinal  fubftances  are  lometimes  inefftdual ; but  that 
fuch  lenitive  diet  hurts  thofe  whofe  bowels  are  weak  and  lax.  He 
likewife  obferves,  that  all  watery  fubftancea  are  lenitive,  and 
that  even  common  water,  whey,  four  milk,  and  butter-milk, 
have  that  effed:— That  new  milk,  efpeciaily  afTes  milk,  flimu- 
lates  fiill  more  when  it  fours  on  the  ilomsch ; and  that  w.ney 
turned  four  will  purge  itrongly. 
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The  patient  ought,  if  poflible,  to  make  choice 
of  an  open  dry  air;  to  take  exercife  daily  on  horfe- 
back  or  in  a carriage;  to  rife  betimes;  and  to 
avoid  all  intenfe  thought.  He  fhould  ufe  a diet  of 
eafy  digeftion;  and  fhould  avoid  exceffive  heat  and 
great  fatigue. 

If  want  of  appetite  proceeds  from  errors  in  diet, 
or  any  other  part  of  the  patient’s  regimen,  it  ought 
to  be  changed.  If  naufea  and  Teachings  fhew  that 
the  ftomach  is  loaded  with  crudities,  a vomit  will 
be  of  fervice,  After  this  a gentle  purge  or  two  of 
rhubarb,  or  any  of  the  bitter  purging  falts,  may 
be  taken.  The  patient  ought  next  to  ufe  fome  of 
the  (loonachic  bitters  infufed  in  wine.  Though 
gentle  evacuations  be  neceffary,  yet  ftrong  purges 
and  vomits  are  to  be  avoided,  as  they  weaken  the 
ftomach,  and  hurt  digeftion. 

Elixir  of  vitriol  is  an  excellent  medicine  in 
moft  cafes  of  indigeftion,  weaknefs  of  the  fto- 
mach, or  want  of  appetite.  From  twenty  to  thirty* 
drops  of  it  may  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a-day  in 
a glafs  of  wine  or  water.  It  may  likewife  be  mixed 
with  the  tin&ure  of  the  bark,  one  drachm  of  the 
former  to  an  ounce  of  the  latter,  and  two  tea- 
fpoonfuls  of  it  taken  in  wine  or  water,  as  above. 

The  chalybeate  waters,  if  drank  in  moderation, 
are  generally  of  confiderabie  fervice  in  this  cafe. 
The  fait-water  has  likewife  good  effedls;  but  it 
muft  not  be  ufed  too  freely.  The  waters  of  Har- 
rowgare,  Scarborough,  Moffat,  and  moft  other  Spas 
in  Britain,  may  be  ufed  with  advantage.  We  would 
advife  all  who  are  afflidted  with  indigeftion  and 
want  of  appetite,  to  repair  to  thefe  places  of  public 
rendezvous.  The  very  change  of  air,  and  the 
cheerful  company,  will  be  of  fervice ; not  to  men- 
tion the  exercife,  diflipation,  amufements,  &c. 
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OF  THE  HEART-BURN. 

What  is  commonly  called  the  heart-lurn>  is  not 
a difeafe  of  that  organ,  but  an  uneafy  fenfation  of 
heat,  or  acrimony  about  the  pit  of  the  ftomach, 
which  is  fometimes  attended  with  anxiety,  naufea, 
and  vomiting. 

It  may  proceed  from  debility  of  the  ftomach,  in- 
digeftion,  bile,  the  abounding  of  an  acid  in  the  fto- 
mach, &c.  Perfons  who  are  liable  to  this  com- 
plaint ought  to  avoid  (tale  liquors,  acids,  windy 
or  greafy  aliments,  and  ftiould  never  ufe  violent 
exercife  foon  after  a plentiful  meal.  I know  many 
perfons  who  never  fail  to  have  the  heart-burn  if 
they  ride  foon  after  dinner,  provided  they  have  drank 
ale,  wine,  or  any  fermented  liquor;  but  are  never 
troubled  with  it  when  they  have  drank  rum  or 
brandy  and  water  without  any  fugar  or  acid. 

When  the  heart-burn  proceeds  from  debility 
of  the  ftomach,  or  indigeftion,  the  patient  ought  to 
take  a dofe  or  two  of  rhubarb;  afterwards  he  may 
ufe  infufions  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  or  any  other  of 
the  ftomachic  bitters,  in  wine  or  brandy.  Exer- 
cife in  the  open  air  will  likewife  be  of  ufe,  and 
every  thing  that  promotes  digeftion. 

When  bilious  humours  occafion  the  heart-burn, 
a tea-fpoonful  of  the  fweet  fpirit  of  nitre  in  a glafs 
of  water,  or  a cup  of  tea,  will  generally  give  eafe. 
If  it  proceeds  from  the  ufe  of  greafy  aliments,  a 
dram  of  brandy  or  rum  may  be  taken. 

If  acidity  or  fournefs  of  the  ftomach  occafions 
the  heart-burn,  abforbents  are  the  proper  medi- 
cines. In  this  cafe  an  ounce  of  powdered  chalk, 
half  an  ounce  of  fine  fugar,  and  a quarter  of  an 
ounce  of  gum-arabic,  may  be  mixed  in  an  Englifh 
quart  of  water,  and  a tea-cupful  of  it  taken  as 

often 
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often  as  is  neceffary.  Such  as  do  not  chufe  chalk 
may  take  a tea-fpoonful  of  prepared  oyfter-fhells, 
or  of  the  powder  called  crabs-eyes,  in  a glafs  of 
cinnamon  or  peppermint-water.  But  the  fafeft  and 
belt  abforbent,  is  magnefia  alba . This  not  only  a6ts 
as  an  abforbent,  but  likewife  as  a purgative;  where- 
as chalk,  and  other  abforbents  of  that  kind,  are 
apt  to  lie  in  the  inteftines,  and  occafion  obftruc- 
tions.  This  powder  is  not  difagreeable,  and  may 
be  taken  in  a cup  of  tea,  or  a glafs  of  mint-water. 
A large  tea-fpoonful  is  the  ufual  dofe ; but  it  may 
be  taken  in  a much  greater  quantity  when  there  is 
occafiom  Thefe  things  are  now  generally  made 
up  into  lozenges  for  the  conveniency  of  being  car- 
ried in  the  pocket,  and  taken  at  pleafure. 

If  wind  be  the  caufe  of  this  complaint,  the 
moft  proper  medicines  are  thofe  called  carmina- 
tives; as  annifeeds,  juniper- berries,  ginger,  ca- 
nella  alba,  cardamom  feeds,  &c.  Thefe  may  ei- 
ther be  chewed,  or  infufed  in  wine,  brandy,  ^or 
other  fpirits.  One  of  the  fafeft  medicines  of  this 
kind  is  the  tin&ure  made  by  infufing  an  ounce  of 
rhubarb,  and  a quarter  of  an  ounce  of  the  lefifer 
cardamom  feeds,  in  an  Englilh  pint  of  brandy. 
After  this  has  digefted  for  two  or  three  days, 
it  ought  to  be  ftrained,  and  four  ounces  of  white 
fugar-candy  added  to  it.  It  mull:  ftand  to  di- 
geft  a fecond  time  till  the  fugar  be  diflolved.  A 
table- fpoonful  of  it  may  be  taken  occafionally 
for  a dofe. 

I have  frequently  known  the  heart-burn  cured, 
particularly  in  pregnant  women,  by  chewing  green 
tea.  Two  table- fpoonfuls  of  what  is  called  the 
milk  of  gum-ammoniac,  taken  once  or  twice  a-day, 
will  fometimes  cure  the  heart- burn. 


E e % 


[ 420  ] 


CHAP.  XLIII. 

OF  NERVOUS  DISEASES. 

F all  difeafes  incident  to  mankind,  thofe  of 


the  nervous  kind  are  the  moft  complicated  and 
difficult  to  cure.  A volume  would  not  be  fufficient 
to  point  out  their  various  appearances.  They  imi- 
tate almoft  every  difeafe  ; and  are  feldom  alike  in 
two  different  pet  Ions,  or  even  in  the  fame  perfon  at 
different  times.  Proteus-like,  they  are  continually 
changing  fhape;  and  upon  every  frefh  attack,  the 
patient  thinks  he  feels  iymptoms  which  he  never 
experienced  before.  Nor  do  they  only  affedf  the 
body,  the  mind  likewife  buffers,  and  is  often  there- 
by rendered  extremely  weak  and  peevifh.  The 
low  fpirits,  timoroufnefs,  melancholy,  and  fickle- 
nefs  of  temper,  which  generally  attend  nervous 
diforders,  induce  many  to  believe  that  they  are 
entirely  difeafes  of  the  mind;  but  this  change  of 
temper  is  rather  a confequence,  than  the  caufe  of 
nervous  difeafes. 

CAUSES. -Every  thing  that  tends  to  relax  or 

weaken  the  body,  difpofes  it  to  nervous  difeafes,  as 
indolence,  exceffive  venery,  drinking  too  much 
tea,  or  other  weak  watery  liquors  warm,  frequent 
bleeding,  purging,  vomiting,  &c.  Whatever  hurts 
the  digeftion,  or  prevents  the  proper  affimilation 
of  the  food,  has  likewife  this  effedf ; as  long  faff- 
ing, excefs  in  eating  or  drinking,  the  ufe  of  windy, 
crude,  or  unwholefome  aliments,  an  unfavourable 
poifure  of  the  body,  &c. 

Nervous  diforders  often  proceed  from  intenfe  ap- 
plication to  ftudy.  Indeed  few  fludious  perfons. 
are  entirely  free  from  them.  Nor  is  this  at  all  to 
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be  wondered  at;  intenfe  thinking  not  only  preys 
upon  the  fpirits,  but  prevents  the  perfon  from 
taking  proper  exercife,  by  which  means  the  di- 
geftion is  impaired,  the  nourifhment  prevented, 
the  folids  relaxed,  and  the  whole  mafs  of  humours 
vitiated.  Grief  and  difappointment  likewife  pro- 
duce the  fame  effects.  I have  known  more  ner- 
vous patients,  who  dated  the  commencement  of 
their  diforders  from  the  lofs  of  a hufband,  a fa- 
vourite child,  or  from  fome  difappointment  in  life, 
than  from  any  other  caufe.  In  a word,  whatever 
weakens  the  body,  or  depreftes  the  fpirits,  may  oc- 
cafion  nervous  diforders,  as  unwholefome  air,  want 
of  fleep,  great  fatigue,  difagreeable  apprehenfions, 
anxiety,  vexation,  &c. 

SYMPTOMS. We  fhall  only  mention  fome 

of  the  moft  general  fymptoms  of  thefe  diforders,  as 
it  would  be  both  an  ufelefs  and  an  endlefs  tafk  to 
enumerate  the  whole.  They  generally  begin  with 
windy  inflations  or  diflentions  of  the  ftomach  aa d 
inteftines;  the  appetite  and  digeftion  are  ufually 
bad;  yet  fometimes  there  is  an  uncommon  craving 
for  food,  and  a quick  digeftion.  The  food  often 
turns  four  on  the  ftomach;  and  the  patient  is 
troubled  with  vomiting  of  clear  water,  tough 
phlegm,  or  a blackifh-coloured  liquor  refembling 
the  grounds  of  coffee.  , Excruciating  pains  are 
often  felt  about  the  navel,  attended  with  a rum- 
bling or  murmuring  noife  in  the  bowels.  The 
body  is  fometimes  loofe,  but  more  commonly 
bound,  which  occafions  a retention  of  wind  and 
great  uneafinefs. 

The  urine  is  fometimes  in  fmall  quantity,  at 
other  times  very  copious  and  quite  clear.  There 
is  a great  ftraitnefs  of  the  breaft,  with  difficulty  of 
breathing;  violent  palpitations  of  the  heart;  fud- 
den  flufhings  of  heat  in  various  parts  of  the  body; 
at  other  times  a fenfe  of  cold,  as  if  water  were 
, ' t c 3 poured 
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poured  on  them ; flying  pains  in  the  arms  and 
limbs ; pains  in  the  back  and  belly,  refembling 
thofe  occafioned  by  gravel ; the  pulfe  very  variable, 
fometimes  uncommonly  flow,  and  at  other  times 
very  quick;  yawning,  the  hiccup,  frequent  figh- 
ing,  and  a fenfe  of  fufFocation,  as  if  from  a ball 
or  lump, in  the  throat;  alternate  fits  of  crying  and 
convulfive  laughing;  the  fleep  is  unfound  and  fel- 
dom  refrefhing;  and  the  patient  is  often  troubled 
with  the  night-mare. 

As  the  difeafe  increafes,  the  patient  is  mole  fled 
with  head-achs,  cramps,  and  fixed  pains  in  various 
parts  of  the  body ; the  eyes  are  clouded,  and  often 
affedted  with  pain  and  drynefs;  there  is  a noife  in 
the  ears,  and  often  a dulnefs  of  hearing;  in  fhort, 
the  whole  animal  fundlions  are  impaired.  The  mind 
is  difturbed  on  the  mod  trivial  occafions,  and  is 
hurried  into  the  mod  perverfe  commotions,  inquie- 
tudes, terror,  fadnefs,  anger,  diffidence,  &c.  The 
patient  is  apt  to  entertain  wild  imaginations  and 
extravagant  fancies ; the  memory  becomes  weak, 
and  the  judgment  fails. 

Nothing  is  more  charadteriftic  of  this  difeafe  than 
a conftant  dread  of  death.  This  renders  thofe  un- 
happy  pcrfons  who  labour  under  it  peevifh,  fickle, 
impatient,  and  apt  to  run  from  one  phyfician  to 
another;  which  is  one  realbn  why  they  feldom  reap 
any  benefit  from  medicine,  as  they  have  not  fuffi- 
cient  refolution  to  perfift  in  any  one  courfe  till  it 
has  time  to  produce  its  proper  effedts.  They  are 
likewife  apt  to  imagine  that  they  labour  under  dif- 
eafes  from  which  they  are  quite  free  ; and  are  very 
angry  if  any  one  attempts  to  fet  them  right,  or 
laugh  them  out  of  their  ridiculous  notions. 

REGIMEN— — Perfons  affiidted  with  nervous 
difeafes  ought  never  to  fad  long.  Their  food 
fhould  be  folid  and  nourifhing,  but  of  eafy  dF* 
geftion.  Fat  meats  and  heavy  fauces  are  hurtful, 
* 11,  All 
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All  excefs  fhould  be  carefully  avoided.  They  ought 
never  to  eat  more  at  a time  than  they  can  eafily 
digeft;  but  if  they  feel  themfelves  weak  and  faint 
between  meals,  they  ought  to  eat  a bit  of  bread, 
and  drink  a glafs  of  wine.  Heavy  fuppers  are  to 
be  avoided.  Though  wine  in  excefs  enfeebles  the 
body,  and  impairs  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  yet 
taken  in  moderation,  it  ftrengthens  the  ftomach, 
and  promotes  digeftion*  Wine  and  water  is  a very 
proper  drink  at  meals  $ but  if  wine  fours  on  the 
ftomach,  or  the  patient  is  much  troubled  with  wind, 
brandy  and  water  will  anfwer  better.  Every  thing 
that  is  windy  or  hard  of  digeftion  muft  be  avoided* 
All  weak  and  warm  liquors  are  hurtful,  as  tea, 
coffee,  punch,  &c.  People  may  find  a temporary- 
relief  in  the  ufe  of  thefe,  but  they  always  increafe 
the  malady,  as  they  weaken  the  ftomach  and  hurt 
digeftion.  Above  all  things,  drams  are  to  be 
avoided.  Whatever  immediate  eafe  the  patient 
may  feel  from  the  ufe  of  ardent  |fpirits,  they  are 
fure  to  aggravate  the  malady,  and  prove  certain 
poifons  at  laft.  Thefe  cautions  are  the  more  ne- 
ceffary,  as  moft  nervous  people  are  peculiarly  fond 
of  tea  and  ardent  fpirits  j to  the  ufe  of  which  many 
of  them  fall  vidtims. 

Exercife  in  nervous  diforders  is  fuperior  to  all 
medicines.  Riding  onhorfeback  is  generally  efteem- 
ed  the  beft,  as  it  gives  motion  to  the  whole  body, 
without  fatiguing  it.  I have  known  fome  patients, 
however,  with  whom  walking  agreed  better,  and 
others  who  were  moft  benefited  by  riding  in  a car- 
riage. Every  one  ought  to  ufe  that  which  he  finds 
moft  beneficial.  Long  fea  voyages  have  an  excel- 
lent effedt ; and  to  thofe  who  have  fufficient  refo- 
lution,  we  would  by  all  means  recommend  this 
courfe.  Even  change  of  place,  and  the  fight  of 
new  objedts,  by  diverting  the  mind,  have  iT great 
tendency  to  remove  thefe  complaints.  For  this 
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reafon  a long  journey,  or  a voyage,  is  of  much 
more  advantage  than  riding  fhort  journeys  near 
home. 

A cool  and  dry  air  is  proper,  as  it  braces,  and 
invigorates  the  whole  body.  Few  things  tend 
more  to  relax  and  enervate  than  hot  air,  efpe- 
cially  that  which  is  rendered  fo  by  great  fires,  or 
doves  in  fin  all  apartments.  But  when  the  ftomach 
or  bowels  are  weak,  the  body  ought  to  be  well 
guarded  againd  cold,  especially  in  winter,  by  wear- 
ing a thin  flannel  waidcoat  next  the  fkin.  This 
will  keep  up  an  equal  perfpiration,  and  defend  the 
alimentary  canal  from  many  imprefiions  to  which 
it  would  otherwife  be  fubjedl,  upon  every  fudden 
change  from  warm  to  cold  weather  Rubbing  the 
body  frequently  with  a flefh-brufh,  or  a coarfe  linen 
cloth,  is  likewife  beneficial,  as  it  promotes  the  cir- 
culation, perfpiration,  &c.  Perfons  who  have 
weak  nerves  ought  to  rife  early,  and  take  exercife 
before  breakfafi,  as  lying  too  long  a-bed  cannot 
fail  to  relax  the  iblids.  They  ought  likewife  to  be 
diverted,  and  to  be  kept  as  eafy  and  cheerful  as 
poflible.  There  is  not. any  thing  which  hurts  the 
nervous  fyftem,  or  weakens  the  digedive  powers, 
more  than  tear,  grief,  or  anxiety. 

MEDICINES. -Though  nervous  difeafes  are 

feldom  radically  cured,  yet  their  fymptoms  may 
fometimes  be  alleviated,  and  the  patient's  life  ren- 
dered at  lead  more  comfortable  by  proper  medi- 
cines. 

When  the  patient  is  coflive,  he  ought  to  take 
a little  rhubarb,  or  feme  other  mild  purgative,  and 
Ihould  never  fufier  his  body  to  belong  bound.  All 
firong  and  violent  purgatives  are  however  to  be 
avoided,  as  aloes,  jalap,  &c.  I have  generally 
feen  an  infufion  of  fenna  and  rhubarb  in  brandy 
aniwer  very  well.  This  may  be  made  of  any 
drength,  and  taken  in  fuch  quantity  as  the  patient 

finds 
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finds  neceffary.  When  digeftion  is  bad,  or  the  fto- 
mach  relaxed  and  weak,  the  following  infufion  of 
Peruvian  bark  and  other  bitters  may  be  ufed  with 
advantage: 

Take  of  Peruvian  bark  an  ounce,  gentian-root, 
orange  peel,  and  coriander  feed,  of  each  half  an 
ounce;  let  thefe  ingredients  be  all  bruifed  in  a 
mortar,  and  infufed  in  a bottle  of  brandy  or  rum, 
for  the  fpace  of  five  or  fix  days.  A tablefpoonful 
of  the  ftrained  liquor  may  be  taken  in  half  a 
glafs  of  water,  an  hour  before  breakfaft,  dinner, 
and  fupper. 

Few  things  tend  more  to  ftrengthen  the  nervous 
fyftem  than  cold  bathing.  This  pradlice,  if  duly 
perfifled  jn,  will  produce  very  extraordinary  effects; 
but  when  the  liver  or  other  vifcera  are  obftructed, 
or  otherwife  unfound,  the  cold  bath  is  improper. 
It  is  therefore  to  be  ufed  with  very  great  caution. 
The  rr.oft  proper  feafons  for  it  are  fummer  and  au- 
tumn. It  will  be  fufficient,  efpecially  for  perfons 
of  a fpare  habit,  to  go  into  the  cold  bath  three 
or  four  times  a-week.  If  the  patient  be  weakened 
by  it,  or  feels  chilly  for  a long  time  after  coming 
out,  it  is  improper 

In  patients  affli&ed  with  wind,  I have  always 
obferved  the  greateft  benefit  from  the  elixir  of  vi- 
triol. It  may  be  taken  in  the  quantity  of  fifteen, 
twenty,  or  thirty  drops,  twice  or  thrice  a-day  in 
a glafs  of  water.  This  both  expels  wind,  ftrength- 
ens  the  ftomach,  and  promotes  digeftion. 

Opiates  are  generally  extolled  in  thefe  maladies; 
but  as  they  only  palliate  the  fymptoms,  and  gene- 
rally afterwards  increafe  the  difeafe,  we  would  ad- 
vife  people  to  be  extremely  fparing  in  the  ufe  of 
them,  left  habit  render  them  at  laft  abfolutely  ne- 
cefiary. 

It  would  be  an  eafy  matter  to  enumerate  many 
medicines  which  have  been  extolled  for  relieving 

nervous 
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nervous  disorders;  but  whoever  wifhes  for  a tho- 
rough cure  muft  expedt  it  from  regimen  alone  ; we 
Hiali  therefoje  omit  mentioning  more  medicines, 
and  again  recommend  the  ftridteft  attention  to  diet, 

AIR,  EXERCISE,  and  AMUSEMENTS. 

OF  MELANCHOLY. 

i " I 

Melancholy  is  that  ftate  of  alienation  or  weak- 
nefs  of  mind  which  renders  people  incapable  of 
enjoying  the  pleafures,  or  performing  the  duties  of 
life.  It  is  a degree  of  infanity,  and  often  termi- 
nates in  abfolute  madnefs. 

CAUSES. — —It  may  proceed  from  an  hereditary 
difpofition;  intenfe  thinking,  efpecially  where  the 
mind  is  long  occupied  about  one  objedt;  violent 
pafiions  or  affedtions  of  the  mind,  as  love,  fear, 
joy,  grief,  pride,  and  fuch  like.  It  may  alfo  be 
occafioned  by  excefiive  venery;  narcotic  or  ftupe- 
fadtive  poifons ; a fedentary  life;  folitude;  the  fup- 
predion  of  cuftomary  evacuations;  acute  fevers, 
cr  other  difeafes.  Violent  anger  will  change  me- 
lancholy into  madnefs;  and  excefiive  cold,  efpe- 
cially  of  the  lower  extremities,  will  force  the  blood 
into  the  brain,  and  produce  all  the  fymptoms  of 
madnefs.  It  may  likewife  proceed  from  the  ufe 
of  aliment  that  is  hard  of  digeflion,  or  which  can- 
not be  eafily  aflimilated ; from  a callous  ftate  of 
the  integuments  of  the  brain,  or  a drynefs  of  the 
brain  itfelf.  To  all  which  we  may  add  gloomy  or 
miftaken  notions  of  religion. 

SYMPTOMS.— When  perfons  begin  to  be 
melancholy,  they  are  timorous;  watchful;  fond  of 
folitude;  fretful;  fickle;  captious  and  inquifttive; 
folicitous  about  trifles;  fometimes  niggardly,  and 
at  other  times  prodigal.  The  body  is  generally 
bound;  the  urine  thin,  and  in  fmall  quantity;  the 

ftomach 
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ftomach  and  bowels  inflated  with  wind ; the  com- 
plexion pale;  the  pulfe  flow  and  weak.  The  func- 
tions of  the  mind  are  alfo  greatly  perverted,  in  fo 
much  that  the  patient  often  imagines  himfelf  dead, 
or  changed  into  fome  other  animal.  Some  have 
imagined  their  bodies  were  made  of  glafs,  or  other 
brittle  fubftances,  and  were  afraid  to  move,  left 
they  fliould  be  broken  to  pieces.  The  unhappy  pa- 
tient, in  this  cafe,  unlefs  carefully  watched,  is  apt 
to  put  an  end  to  his  own  miferable  life. 

When  the  difeafe  is  owing  to  an  obftru&ion  of 
cuftomary  evacuations,  or  any  bodily  diforder,  it 
is  eafier  cured  than  when  it  proceeds  from  affections 
of  the  mind,  or  an  hereditary  taint.  A difcharge 
of  blood  from  the  nofe,  loofenefs,  fcabby  erup- 
tions, the  bleeding  piles,  or  the  men/es , fometimes 
carry  off  this  difeafe. 

REGIMEN.— The  diet  fhould  confift  chiefly 
of  vegetables  of  a cooling  and  opening  quality. 
Animal  food,  efpecially  falted  or  fmoke-dried  fiflx 
or  flefh,  ought  to  be  avoided.  All  kinds  of  ftiell- 
fifh  are  bad.  Aliments  prepared  with  onions,  gar- 
lic, or  any  thing  that  generates  thick  blood,  arc 
likewife  improper.  All  kinds  of  fruits  that  are 
wholefome  may4be  eaten  with  advantage.  Boerhaave 
gives  an  inftance  of  a patient  who,  by  a long  ufe 
of  whey,  water,  and  garden-fruit,  recovered,  after 
having  evacuated  a great  quantity  of  black-co- 
loured matter. 

Strong  liquors  of  every  kind  ought  to  be  avoid- 
ed as  poifon.  The  moft  proper  drink  is  water, 
whey,  or  very  fmall  beer.  Tea  and  coffee  are  im- 
proper. If  honey  agrees  with  the  patient,  it  may 
be  eaten  freely,  or  his  drink  may  be  fweetened  with 
it.  Infuflons  of  balm-leaves,  penny-royal,  the 
roots  of  wild  valerian,  or  the  flowers  of  the  lime- 
tree  may  be  drank  freely,  either  by  themfelves,  or 
fweetened  with  honey,  as  the  patient  fhall  chufe. 
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The  patient  ought  to  take  as  much  exercife  in  the 
open  air  as  he  can  bear.  This  helps  to  diffblve  the 
vifcid  humours,  it  removes  obftru&ions,  promotes 
the  perfpiration,  and  all  the  other  fecretions.  Every 
kind  of  madnefs  is  attended  with  a diminifhed  per- 
fpiration ) all  means  ought  therefore  to  be  ufed  to 
promote  that  neceffary  and  falutary  difcharge.  No- 
thing can  have  a more  aired  tendency  to  increafe 
the  difeafe  than  confining  the  patient  to  a dole 
apartment.  Were  he  forced  to  ride  or  walk  a cer- 
tain number  of  miles  every  day,  it  would  tend 
greatly  to  alleviate  his  diforder;  but  it  would  have 
Hill  a better  effeCt,  if  he  were  obliged  to  labour  a 
piece  of  ground.  By  digging,  hoeing,  planting, 
lowing,  &c>  both  the  body  and  mind  would  be 
exercifed.  A long  journey,  or  a voyage,  efpecially 
towards  a warmer  climate,  with- agreeable  compa- 
nions, has  often  very  happy  elfeds.  A plan  of  this 
kind,  with  a ftrid  attention  to  diet,  is  a much  more 
rational  method  of  cure,  than  confining  the  patient 
within  doors  and  plying  him  with  medicines. 

MEDICINE. In  the  cure  of  this  difeafe 

particular  attention  mult  be  paid  to  the  mind. 
When  the  patient  is  in  a low  Hate,  his  mind  ought 
to  be  Toothed  and  diverted  with  variety  of  amufe- 
ments,  as  entertaining  ftories,  paftimes,  mufic, 
&c.  This  feems  to  have  been  the  method  of 
curing  melancholy  among  the  Jews,  as  we  learn 
from  the  ftory  of  King  Saul ; and  indeed  it  is  a very 
rational  one.  Nothing  can  remove  difeafes  of  the 
mind  fo  effectually  as  applications  to  the  mind  it- 
felf,  the  moft  efficacious  of  which  is  mufic.  The 
patient’s  company  ought  likewife  to  confiff  of  fuch 
perfons  as  are  agreeable  to  him.  People  in  this 
ffate  are  apt  to  conceive  unaccountable  averfio.ns 
.■-fp^a^ainff:  particular  perfons;  and  the  very  fight  of 
• fuch  perfons  is  fufficient  to  diffraCt  their  minds,  and 


perfons 

throw  them  into  the  lit  mo  ft  perturbation, 
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When  the  patient  is  high,  evacuations  are  necef- 
fary.  In  this  cafe  he  muft  be  bled,  and  have  his 
body  kept  open  by  purging  medicines,  as  manna, 
rhubarb,  cream  of  tartar,  or  the  foluble  tartar.  I 
have  feen  the  laft  have  very  happy  effects.  It  may 
be  taken  in  the  dofe  of  half  an  ounce,  diflblved  in 
water-gruel,  every  day,  for  feveral  weeks,  or  even 
for  months,  if  neceffary.  More  or  lefs  may  be 
given  according  as  it  operates.  Vomits  have  like- 
wife  a good  effect ; but  they  mud;  be  pretty  ftrong, 
otherwife  they  will  not  operate. 

Whatever  increafes  the  evacuation  of  urine  or 
promotes  perfpiradon,  has  a tendency  to  remove 
this  difeafe.  Both  thefe  fecretions  may  be  pro- 
moted by  the  ufe  of  nitre  and  vinegar.  Half  a 
drachm  of  purified  nitre  may  be  given  three  or  four 
times  a-day  in  any  manner  that  is  moft  agreeable  to' 
the  patient  i and  an  ounce  and  a half  of  diftilled 
vinegar  may  be  daily  mixed  with  his  drink.  Dr. 
Locker  feems  to  think  vinegar  the  bed  medicine 
that  can  be  given  in  this  difeafe. 

Camphire  and  mufk  have  likewife  been  ufed  in 
this  cafe  with  advantage.  Ten  or  twelve  grains  of 
camphire, may  be  rubbed  in  a mortar  with  half  a 
drachm  of  nitre,  and  taken  twice  a-day,  or  oftener, 
if  the  ftomach  will  bear  it.  If  it  will  not  fit  upon 
the  ftomach  in  this  form,  it  may  be  made  into  pills 
with  gum  afafoetida  and  Ruffian  caftor,  and  taken 
in  the  quantity  above  dire&ed.  If  mufk  is  to  be 
adminiftered,  a lcruple  or  twenty-five  grains  of.it 
may  be  made  into  a bolus  with  a little  honey  or 
common  fyrup,  and  taken  twice  or  thrice  a-day. 
We  do  not  mean  that  all  thefe  medicines  ffiould  be 
adminiftered  at  once;  but  whichever  of  them  is 
given,  muft  be  duly  perfifted  in,  and  where  one 
fails  another  may  be  tried. 
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As  it  is  very  difficult  to  induce  patients  in  this 
difeafe  to  take  medicines,  we  (hall  mention  a few 
outward  applications  which  fometimes  do  good; 
the  principal  of  thefe  are  iffues,  fetons,  and  warm 
bathing.  IfTues  may  be  made  in  any  part  of  the 
body,  but  they  generally  have  the  belt  effeCt  near 
the  ipine.  The  difcharge  from  thefe  may  be  greatly 
promoted  by  dreffing  them  with  the  mild  bliftering 
ointment,  and  keeping  what  are  commonly  called 
the  orrice  peafe  in  them.  The  moft  proper  place 
for  a feton  is  between  the  lhouldei>blades ; and  it 
ought  to  be  placed  upwards  and  downwards,  or  in 
the  direction  of  the  fpine. 

the  palsy. 

Thar^palfy  is  a lofs  or  diminution  of  fenfe  or  mo- 
tion, or  of  both,  in  one  or  more  parts  of  the  body. 
Of  all  the  affections  called  nervous,  this  is  the  molt 
fuddenly  fatal.  It  is  more  or  lefs  dangerously- 
cording  to  the  importance  of  the  part  affefted^'A 
palfy  of  the  heart,  lungs,  or  any  part  neceffary  to  * 
life,  is  mortal.  When  it  affeCts  the  ftomach,  the 
inteftines,  or  the  bladder,  it  is  highly  dangerous. 
If  the  face  be  affeCted,  the  cafe  is  bad, ‘it  (hews 
that  the  difeafe  proceeds  from  the  brain.  When 
the  part  affe&ed  feels  cold,  is  infenfible,  or  wades 
away,  or  when  the  judgment  and  memory  begin  to 
fail,  there  is  fmall  hope  of  a cure. 

CAUSES.— — The  immediate  caufe  of  palfy  is 
any  thing  that  prevents  the  regular  exertion  of  the 
nervous  power  upon  any  particular  mufcle  or  part 
of  the  body.  The  occafional  and  predifpofing  caufes 
are  various,  as  drunkennefs;  wounds  of  the  brain, 
or  fpinal  marrow;  preffure  upon  the  brain  or 
nerves;  very  cold  or  damp  air;  the  fuppreffion  of 
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cuftomary  evacuations ; fudden  fear ; want  of  ex- 
ercife;  or  whatever  greatly  relaxes  the  fyftem,  as 
drinking  much  tea  *,  or  coffee.  The  pally  may 
likewife  proceed  from  wounds  of  the  nerves  them- 
felves,  from  the  poifonous  fumes  of  metals  or  mi- 
nerals, as  mercury,  lead,  arfenic. 

' In  young  perfons  of  a full  habit,  the  palfy  mud: 
be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  fanguine  apo- 
plexy. The  patient  muft  be  bled,  bliftered,  and 
have  his  body  opened  by  lharp  clyfters  or  purga- 
tive medicines.  But,  in  old  age,  or  when  the  dif- 
eafe  proceeds  from  relaxation  or  debility,  which  is 
generally  the  cafe,  a quite  contrary  courfe  muft  be 
purfued.  The  diet  muft  be  warm  and  invigorating, 
feafoned  with  fpicy  and  aromatic  vegetables,  as 
muftard,  horfe-radifh,  &c.  The  drjnk  may  be 
generous  wine,  muftard-whey,  or  brandy  and  wa- 
ter. Fridtion  with  the  flefh-bufh,  or  a warm  hand, 
is  extremely  proper,  efpecially  on  the  parts  af- 
fedted.  Bliftering-plafters  may  likewife  be  applied 
to  the  affedled  parts  with  advantage.  When  this 
cannot  be  done,  they  may  be  rubbed  with  the  vo- 
latile liniment,  or  the  nerve  ointment  of  the  Edin- 
burgh difpenfatory.  One  of  the  beft  external  ap- 
plicatiqns  is  eledfricity.  The  fhocks,  or  rather  vi- 
brations, fhould  be  received  on  the  part  affedted; 
and  they  ought  daily  to  be  repeated  for  feveral 
weeks. 

Vomits  are  very  beneficial  in  this  kind  of  palfy, 
and  ought  frequently  to  be  adminiftered.  Cephalic 

* Many  people  imagine,  that  tea  has  no  tendency  to  hurt  the 
nerves,  and  that  drinking  the  fame  quantity  of  warm  water 
would  be  equally  pernicious.  This  however  feems  to  be  a mif- 
t$ke.  Many  perfons  drink  three  or  four  cups  of  warm  milk  and 
water  daily,  without  feeling  any  bad  consequences  ; yet  the  fame 
quantity  of  tea  will  make  their  hands  /hake  for  twenty-four 
hours.  That  tea  affe&s  the  nerves,  is  likewife  evident  from 
its  preventing  fleep,  occasioning  giddinefs,  dimnefs  of  the  fight, 
fcckc efs,  &«.  ° 
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fnuff,  or  any  thing  that  makes  the  patient4  fneeze, 
is  likewife  of  ufe.  Some  pretend  to  have  found 
great  benefit  from  rubbing  the  parts  affedted  with 
nettles ; but  this  does  not  feem  to  be  any  way  pre- 
ferable to  buffering.  If  the  tongue  is  affedfed,  the 
patient  may  gargle  his  mouth  frequently  with  ' 
brandy  and  muffard ; or  he  may  hold  a bit  of  fugar  in  t 
his  mouth  wet  with  the  palfy-drops  or  compound 
fpirits  of  lavender.  The  wild  valerian  root  is  a very 
proper  medicine  in  this  cafe.  It  may  either  be 
taken  in  an  infufion  with  fage  leaves,  or  half  a 
drachm  of  it  in  powder  may  be  given  in  a glafs 
of  wine  three  or  fqpr  times  a-day.  If  the  patient 
cannot  ufe  the  valerian,  he  may  take  of  Jal  volatile 
oleojum , compound  fpirits  of  lavender,  and  tinc- 
ture of  caffor,  e'ach  half  an  ounce  \ mix  thefe  to- 
gether, and  take  forty  or  fifty  drops  in  a glafs  of 
wine  three  or  four  times  a-day.  A table  fpoonful 
of  muftard-feed  taken  frequently  is  a very  good 
medicine.  The  patient  ought  likewife  to  chew  cin- 
namon-bark, ginger,  or  other  warm  fpiceries. 

Exercife  is  of  the  utmofl  importance  in  the  palfy; 
but  the  patient  muff  bewareof  cold,  damp,  and moiff 
air.  He  ought  to  wear  flannel  next  his  ikinj  and, 
if  poflible,  fhould  remove  into  a warmer, climate. 

OF  THE  EPILEPSY,  or  FALLING 
SICKNESS. 

The  epilepfy  is  a fudden  deprivation  of  all  the 
fenfes,  wherein  the  patient  falls  luddeniy  down, 
and  is  affedfed  with  violent  convulfive  motions. 
Children,  efpecially  thofe  who  are  delicately  brought 
up,  are  moft  fubjedt  to  j t.  It  more  frequently  at- 
tacks men  than  women,  and  is  very  difficult  to  cure. 
When  the  epilepfy  attacks  children,  there  is  reafon 
to  hope  it  may  go  off  about  the  time  of  puberty. 

When 
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When  it  attacks  any  perfon  after  twenty  years  of 
age  the  cure  is  difficult;  but  when  after  forty,  a 
cure  is  hardly  to  be  expected.  If  the  fit  continues 
only  for  a fhort  fpace,  and  returns  leldom,  there 
is  reafon  to  hope;  but  if  it  continues  long,  and  re- 
turns frequently,  the  profpeCt  is  bad.  It  is  a very 
unfavourable  fymptom  when  the  patient  is  feized 
with  the  fits  in  his  fleep. 

CAUSES. The  epilepfy  is  fometimes  here- 

ditary. It  may  likewife  proceed  from  blows,  bruifes, 
or  wounds  on  the  head ; a collection  of  water,  blood, 
or  ferous  humours  in  the  brain;  a polypus;  tu- 
mours or  concretions  within  the  fkull;  exceffive 
drinking;  intenfe  ftudy;  excefs  of  venery;  worms; 
teething;  fuppreffion  of  cuftomary  evacuations; 
too  great  emptinefs  or  repletion;  violent  paffions 
or  affeCtions  of  the  mind,  as  fear,  joy,  &c.;  hyde- 
ric  affections;  contagion  received  into  the  body, 
as  the  infection  of  the  fmall-pox,  meafles,  &c. 

SYMPTOMS. An  epileptic  fit  is  generally 

preceded  by  unufual  wearinefs;  pain  of  the  head; 
dulnefs;  giddinefs;  noife  in  the  ears;  dimnefs'of 
fight;  palpitation  of  the  heart;  didurbed  fleep; 
difficult  breathing;  the  bowels  are  inflated  with 
wind;  the  urine  is  in  great  quantity,  but  thin;  the 
complexion  is  pale;  the  extremities  are  cold;  and 
the  patient  often  feels,  as  it  were,  a dream  of  cold 
air  afcending  towards  his  head. 

In  the  fit,  the  patient  generally  makes  an  unufual 
noife;  his  thumbs  are  drawn  in  towards  the  palms 
of  the  hands;  his  eyes  are  didorted;  he  darts,  and 
foams  at  the  mouth;  his  extremities  are  bent  or 
twided  various  ways;  he  often  difcharges  his  feed, 
urine,  and  fasces  involuntarily;  and  is  quite  defli- 
tute  of  all  fenfe  and  reafon.  After  the  fit  is  over, 
his  fenfes  gradually  return,  and  he  complains  of  a 
kind  of  dupor,  wearinefs,  and  pain  of  his  head; 
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but  has  no  remembrance  of  what  happened  to  him 
during  the  fit. 

The  fits  are  fometimes  excited  by  violent  affec- 
tions of  the  mind,  a debauch  of  liquor,  exceffive 
heat,  cold,  or  the  like. 

This  dileafe,  from  the  difficulty  of  inveftigating 
its  caufes,  and  its  ftrange  fymptoms,  was  formerly 
attributed  to  the  wrath  of  the  gods,  or  the  agency 
of  evil  fpirits.  In  modern  times  it  has  often,  by 
the  vulgar,  been  imputed  to  witchcraft  or  fascina- 
tion. It  depends  however  as  much  upon  natural 
caufes  as  any  other  malady;  and  its  cure  may 
often  be  effected  by  perfifting  in  the  ufe  of  proper 
means. 

REGIMEN. Epileptic  patients  ought,  if 

poffible,  to  breathe  a pure  and  free  air.  Their  diet 
Ihould  be  light  but  nouriffiing.  They  ought  to 
drink  nothing  ftrong,  to  avoid  fwine’s  fleffi,  wa- 
ter-fowl, and  likewife  all  windy  and  oily  vege- 
tables, as  cabbage,  nuts,  &c.  They  ought  to 
keep  themfelves  cheerful,  carefully  guarding  againfl 
all  violent  paffions,  as  anger,  fear,  exceffive  joy, 
and  the  like. 

Exercife  is  likewife  of  great  ufe;  but  the  patient 
muft  be  careful  to  avoid  all  extremes  either  of  heat 
or  cold,  all  dangerous  fituations,  as  (landing  upon 
precipices,  riding  deep  waters,  and  fuch  like. 

MEDICINE. The  intentions  of  cure  muft 

vary  according  to  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe.  If  the 
patient  be  of  afanguine  temperament,  and  there  be 
reafon  to  fear  an  obftru&ion  in  the  brain,  bleeding 
arid  other  evacuations  will  be  neceffary.  When  the 
difeafe  is  occafioned  by  the  ftoppage  of  cuftomary 
evacuations,  thefe,  if  poffible,  muft  be  reftored ; if 
this  cannot  be  done,  others  may  be  fubftituted  in 
their  place.  Iffues  or  fetons  in  this  cafe  have  often  a 
very  good  effett.  When  there  is  reafon  to  believe 
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that  the  difeafe  proceeds  from  worms,  proper  me- 
dicines mud  be  ufed  to  kill,  or  carry  off  thefe  ver- 
min/ When  the  difeafe  proceeds  from  teething, 
the  body  fhould  be  kept  open  by  emollient  clyfters, 
the  feet  frequently  bathed  in  warm  water,  and,  if 
the  fits  prove  obftinate,  a bliftering-plafter  may  be 
put  between  the  (boulders.  The  fame  method  is  to 
be  followed,  when  epileptic  fits  precede  the  erup- 
tion of  the  fmall-pox,  or  meafles,  &c. 

Wfien  the  difeafe  is  hereditary,  or  proceeds  from 
a wrdng  formation  of  the  brain,  a cure  is  not  to  be 
expedted.  When  it  is  owing  to  a debility,  or  too 
great  an  irritability  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  fuch  me- 
dicines as  tend  to  brace  and  strengthen  the  nerves 
may  be  ufed,  as  the  Peruvian  bark,  and  fteel*  or 
the  anti-epileptic  eledtuaries,  recommended  by  Ful- 
ler and  Mead*. 

The  flowers  of  zinc  have  of  late  been  highly  ex- 
tolled for  the  cure  of  the  epilepfy.  Though  this 
medicine  will  not  be  found  to  anfwer  the  expecta- 
tions which  have  been  raifed  concerning  it,  yet  in 
obftinate  epileptic  cafes  it  deferves  a trial.  The 
dofe  is  from  one  to  three  or  four  grains,  which  may 
be  taken  either  in  pills  or  a bolus,  as  the  patient 
inclines.  The  beft  method  is  to  begin  with  a Angle 
grain  four  or  five  times  a day,  and  gradually  to 
increafe  the  dofe  as  far  as  the  patient  can  bear  it. 

I have  known  this  medicine,  when  duly  perflfted 
in,  prove  beneficial. 

Mufk  has  fometimes  been  found  to  fucceed  in 
the  epilepfy.  Ten  or  twelve  grains  of  it,  with  the 
fame  quantity  of  factitious  cinnabar,  may  be  made 
up  into  a bolus,  and  taken  every  night  and  morn- 
ing. 

Sometimes  the  epilepfy  has  been  cured  by  elec- 
tricity. 

* See  Appendix,  Electuary  for  the  Epilepfy . 
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Con  vulfion- fits  proceed  from  the  fame  caufes, 
and  mufl  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  epi- 
lepfy. 

There  is  one  particular  fpecies  of  convulfion-fits 
which  commonly  goes  by  the  name  of  St.  Vitus’s 
dance,  wherein  the  patient  is  agitated  with  ftrange 
motions  and  gefticulations,  which  by  the  common 
people  are  generally  believed  to  be  the  effe&s  of 
witchcraft.  This  difeafe  may  be  cured  by  repeated 
bleedings  and  purges:  and  afterwards  ufing  the 
medicines  prefcribed  above  for  the  epilepfy,  viz-. 
the  Peruvian  bark  and  fnake-root,  &c.  Chaly- 
beate waters  are  found  to  be  beneficial  in  this  cafe. 
The  cold  bath  is  likewife  of  lingular  fervice,  and 
ought  never  to  be  neglected  when  the  patient  can 
bear  it. 

OF  THE  HICCUP. 

The  hiccup  is  a fpafmodic  or  convulfive  affec- 
tion of  the  ftomach  and  midriff,  arifing  from  any 
caufe  that  irritates  their  nervous  fibres. 

It  may  proceed  from  excefs  in  eating  or  drink- 
ing; from  a hurt  of  the  ftomach;  poifons;  inflam- 
illations  or  fcirrhous  tumours  of  the  ftomach,  in- 
teftines,  bladder,  midriff,  or  the  reft  of  the  vi/cera. 
In  gangrenes,  acute  and  malignant  fevers,  a hic- 
cup is  often  the  forerunner  of  death. 

When  the  hiccup  proceeds  from  the  ufe  of  ali- 
ment thafis  flatulent,  or  hard  of  digeftion,  a draught 
of  generous  wine,  or  a dram  of  any  fpirituous  li- 
quor, will;  generally  remove  it.  If  poifon  be  the 
caufe,  plenty  of  milk  and  oil  muft  be  drank,  as  has 
been  formerly  recommended.  When  it  proceeds 
from  an  inflammation  of  the  ftomach,  &c.  it  is 
very  dangerous.  In  this  cafe  the  cooling  regimen 
ought  to  be  ftri<5tly  obferved.  The  patient  muft: 
be  bled,  and  take  frequently  a few  drops  of  the 
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Tweet  fpirits  of  nitre  in  a cup  of  wine-whey.  His 
ftomach  fhould  likewife  be  fomented  with  cloths 
dipped  in  warm  water,  or  have  bladders  filled  with 
warm  milk  and  water  applied  to  it. 

When  the  hiccup  proceeds  from  a gangrene  or 
mortification,  the  Peruvian  bark,  with  other  anti- 
feptics,  are  the  only  medicines  which  have  a chance 
to  fucceed.  When  it  is  a primary  difeafe,  and  pro- 
ceeds from  a foul  ftomach,  loaded  either  with  a pi- 
tuitous  or  a bilious  humour,  a gentle  vomit  and 
purge,  if  the  patient  be  able  to  bear  them,  will  be 
of  fervice.  If  it  arifes  from  flatulencies,  the  car-* 
minative  medicines  directed  for  the  heart-burn 
muft  be  ufed. 

When  the  hiccup  proves  very  obftinate,  recourfe 
muft  be  had  to  the  moft  powerful  aromatic  and  an- 
tifpafmodic  medicines.  The  principal  of  thefe  is 
mufk;  fifteen  or  twenty  grains  of  which  maybe 
made  into  a bolus,  and  repeated  occafionally.  Opi- 
ates are  likewife  of  fervice;  but  they  muft  be  ufed 
with  caution.  A bit  of  fugar  dipped  in  compound 
fpirits  of  lavender,  or  the  volatile  aromatic  tinc- 
ture, may  be  taken  frequently.  External  applica- 
tions are  fometimes  alfo  beneficial ; as  the  ftomach 
plafter,  or  a cataplafm  of  the  Venice  treacle  of  the 
Edinburgh  or  London  difpenfatory,  applied  to  the 
region  of  the  ftomach. 

I lately  attended  a patient  who  had  almoft  a con- 
ftant  hiccup  for  above  nine  weeks.  It  was  fre- 
quently flopped  by  the  ufe  of  mufk,  opium,  wine, 
and  other  cordial  and  antifpafmodic  medicines,  but 
always  returned.  Nothing  however  gave  the  pa- 
tient fo  much  eafe  as  brifk  fmall-beer.  By  drink- 
ing freely  of  this,  the  hiccup  was  often  kept  off 
for  feveral  days,  which  was  more  than  could  be 
done  by  the  moft  powerful  medicines.  The  pa- 
tient was  at  length  feized  with  a vomiting  of  blood, 
which  Toon  put  an  end  to  his  life.  Upon  opening 
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the  body,  a large  fcirrhous  tumour  was  found  near 
the  pylorus  or  right  orifice  of  the  ftomach. 

The  hiccup  may  be  removed  by  taking  vinegar; 
or  by  a few  drops  of  the  oil  of  vitriol  taken  in  water. 

CRAMP  OF  THE  STOMACH. 

This  difeafe  often  feizes  people  fuddenly,  is  very 
dangerous,  and  requires  immediate  afliftance.  It 
is  mod  incident  to  perfons  in  the  decline  of  life, 
efpecialiy  the  nervous,  gouty,  hyfteric,  and  hypo- 
chondriac. 

If  the  patient  has  any  inclination  to  vomit,  he 
ought  to  take  feme  draughts  of  warm  water,  or 
weak  camomiie-tea,  to  cleanfe  his  ftomach.  After 
this,  if  he  has  been  coftive,  a laxative  clyfter  may 
be  given.  He  ought  then  to  take  laudanum.  The 
beft  way  of  adminiftering  it  is  in  a clyfter.  Sixty 
or  feventy  drops  of  liquid  laudanum  may  be  given 
in  a clyfter  of  warm  water.  This  is  much  more 
certain  than  laudanum  given  by  the  mouth,  which 
is  often  vomited,  and  in  fome  cafes  increafes  the 
pain  and  fpafms  in  the  ftomach. 

If  the  pain  and  cramps  return  with  great  violence, 
after  the  effects  of  the  anodyne  clyfter  are  over,  an- 
other, with  an  equal  or  a larger  quantity  of  opium, 
may  be  given;  and  every  four  or  five  hours  a bo- 
lus, with  ten  or  twelve  grains  of  mufk,  and  half  a 
drachm  of  the  Venice  treacle. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  ftomach  ought  to  be  fo- 
mented with  cloths  dipped  in  warm  water,  or  blad- 
ders filled  with  warm  milk  and  water  fhould  be 
conftantly  applied  to  it.  I have  often  feen  thefe 
produce  the  moft  happy  effe&s.  The  anodyne 
balfam  may  alfo  be  rubbed  on  the  part  affefled; 
and  anti-hyfteric  plafler  worn  upon  it  for  fome 
time  after  the  cramps  are  removed,  to  prevent  their 
return. 
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In  very  violent  and  lading  pains  of  the  domach, 

. fome  blood  ought  to  be  let,  unlefs  the  weaknefs  of 
* the  patient  forbids  it.  When  the  pain  or  cramps 
proceed  from  a fuppreflion  of  the  menfes , bleeding 
is  of  ufe.  If  they  be  owing  to  the  gout,  recourse 
mud  be  had  to  fpirits,  or  fome  of  the  warm  cor- 
dial waters.  Blidering-pladers  ought  likewife  in 
this  cafe  to  be  applied  to  the  ancles.  I have  often 
feen  violent  cramps  and  pains  of  the  domach  re- 
moved by  covering  it  with  a large  plader  of  Venice 
treacle. 

OF  THE  NIGHT-MARE. 

In  this  difeafe  the  patient,  in  time  of  deep,  ima- 
gines he  feels  an  uncommon  oppreflion  or  weight 
about  his  bread  or  domach,  which  he  can  by  no 
means  fhake  off.  He  groans,  and  fome  times  cries 
out,  though  oftner  he  attempts  to  fpeak  in  vain. 
Sometimes  he  imagines  himlelf  engaged  with  an 
enemy,  and  in  danger  of  being  killed,  attempts  to 
run  away,  but  finds  he  cannot.  Sometimes  he  fan- 
cies himfelf  in  a houfe  that  is  on  fire,  or  that  he  is 
in  danger  of  being  drowned  in  a river.  He  often 
thinks  he  is  falling  over  a precipice,  and  the  dread 
of  being  dafhed  to  pieces  fuddenly  awakes  him. 

This  diforder  has  been  fuppofed  to  proceed  from 
too  much  blood;  from  a dagnation  of  blood  in  the 
brain,  lungs,  &c.  But  it  is  rather  a nervous  af- 
fedlion,  and  arifes  chiefly  from  indigedion.  Hence 
we  find  that  perfons  of  weak  nerves,  who  lead  a fe- 
dentary  life,  and  live  full,  are  mod  commonly  af- 
fii&ed  with  the  night-mare.  Nothing  tends  more 
to  produce  it  than  heavy  fuppers,  efpecially  when 
eaten  late,  or  the  patient  goes  to  bed  foon  after. 
Wind  is  likewife  a very  frequent  caufe  of  this  dif- 
eafe; for  which  reafon  thofe  who  are  affli&ed  with 
n ought  to  avoid  all  flatulent  food.  Deep  thought* 
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anxiety,  or  any  thing  that  oppreffes  the  mind,  ought 
alfo  to  be  avoided. 

As  perfons  inflidted  with  the  night-mare  gene- 
rally moan,  or  make  fome  noife  in  the  fit,  they 
fhould  be  waked,  or  fpoken  to  by  fuch  as  hear 
them,  as  the  uneafinefs  generally  goes  off  as  foon 
as  the  patient  is  awake.  Dr.  Whytt  fays,  he  gene- 
rally found  a dram  of  brandy,  taken  at  bed-time, 
prevent  this  difeafe.  That  however  is  a bad  cuf- 
rom,  and  in  time  lofes  its  effedls.  We  would  rather 
have  the  patient  depend  upon  the  ufe  of  food  of  eafy 
digeftioi?,  cheerfulnefs,  exercife  through  the  day, 
and  a light  fupper  taken  early,  than  to  accuftom 
himfelf  to  drams.  A glafs  of  peppermint-water 
will  often  promote  digeition  as  much  as  a glafs  of 
brandy,  and  is  much  fafer.  After  a perfon  of  weak 
digeftion,  however,  has  eaten  flatulent  food,  a dram 
may  be  neceffary;  in  this  cafe  we  would  recommend 
it  as  the  moft  proper  medicine. 

Perfons  who  are  young,  and  full  of  blood,  if 
troubled  with  the  night-mare,  ought  to  take  a purge 
frequently,  and  ufe  a fpare  diet. 

OF  SWOONINGS. 

People  cf  weak  nerves  or  delicate  conftitutions 
are  liable  to  fwoonings  or  fainting  fits.  Thefe  in- 
deed are  feldom  dangerous  when  duly  attended  to; 
but  when  wholly  negiedted,  or  improperly  treated, 
they  often  prove  hurtful,  and  fometimes  fatal. 

The  general  caufes  of  fwoonings  are,  fudden  tran- 
fition  from  cold  to  heat;  breathing  air  that  is  de- 
prived of  its  proper  fpring  or  elaflicity;  great  fa- 
tigue; excefiive  weaknefs;  lofs  of  blood;  long 
failing;  fear,  grief,  and  other  violent  paflions  or 
affections  of  the  mind. 

It  is  well  known,  that  perfons  who  have  been 
long  expofed  to  cold,  often  faint  or  fall  into  a 
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fwoon,  upon  coming  into  the  houfe,  efpecially  if 
they  drink  hot  liquor,  or  fit  near  a large  fire.  This 
might  eafily  be  prevented  by  people  taking  care  not 
to  go  into  a warm  room  immediately  after  they 
have  been  expofed  to  the  cold  air,  to  approach  the 
fire  gradually,  and  not  to  eat  or  drink  any  thing 
hot,  till  the  body  has  been  gradually  brought  into 
a warm  temperature. 

When  any  one,  in  confequence  of  negle&ing 
thefe  precautions,  falls  into  a fwoon,  he  ought  im- 
mediately to  be  removed  to  a cooler  apartment,  to 
have  ligatures  applied  above  his  knees  and  elbows, 
and  to  have  his  hands  and  face  fprinkled  with  vine- 
gar or  cold  water.  He  fhould  likewife  be  made  to 
fmell  to  vinegar,  and  (hould  have  a fpoonful  or  two 
of  water,  if  he  can  fwallow,  with  about  a third 
part  of  vinegar  mixed  with  it,  poured  into  his 
mouth.  If  thefe  fhould  not  remove  the  complaint, 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  bleed  the  patient,  and  after- 
wards to  give  him  a clyfter. 

As  air  that  is  breathed  frequently  lofes  its  elafti- 
city  or  fpring,  it  is  no  wonder  if  perlons  who  re- 
fpire  in  it  often  fall  into  a fwoon  or  fainting  fit. 
They  are  in  this  cafe  deprived  of  the  very  principle 
of  life.  Hence  it  is  that  fainting  fits  are  fo  fre- 
quent in  all  crowded  afiemblies,  efpecially  in  hot 
feafons.  Such  fits  however  mult  be  confidered  as 
a kind  of  temporary  death;  and,  to  the  weak  and 
delicate,  they  fometimes  prove  fatal.  They  ought 
therefore  with  the  utmoft  care  to  be  guarded  again  ft. 
The  method  of  doing  this  is  obvious.  Let  aftem- 
bly-rooms,  and  all  other  places  of  public  reforr, 
be  large  and  well  ventilated;  and  let  the  weak  and 
delicate  avoid  fuch  places,  particularly  in  warm 
feafons. 

A perfon  who  faints  in  fuch  a fituation,  ought 
immediately  to  be  carried  into  the  open  air;  his 
temples  (hould  be  rubbed  with  ftrong  vinegar  or 
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brandy,  and  volatile  fpirits  or  falts  held  to  his  nofe. 
He  fhould  be  laid  upon  his  back  with  his  head 
low,  and  have  a little  wine,  or  Tome  other  cor- 
dial, as  foon  as  he  is  able  to  fwallow  it,  poured 
into  his  mouth.  If  the  perfon  has  been  lubjedl 
to  hyfleric  fits,  caflor  or  afafoetida  fhould  be  ap- 
plied to  the  nofe,  or  burnt  feathers,  horn,  or  lea- 
ther, &c. 

When  fainting  fits  proceed  from  mere  weaknefs  or 
exhauflion,  which  is  often  the  cafe  after  great  fatigue, 
long  fafling,  lofs  of  blood,  or  the  like,  the  patient 
mult  be  fupported  with  generous  cordials,  as  jellies, 
wines,  fpirituous  liquors,  and  fuch  like.  Thefe 
however  mu  ft  be  given  at  firft  in  very  fmall  quan- 
tities, and  increafed  gradually  as  the  patient  is  able 
to  bear  them.  He  ought  to  be  allowed  to  lie  quite 
dill  and  eafy  upon  his  back,  with  his  head  low, 
and  fhould  have  frefh  air  admitted  into  his  cham- 
ber. His  food  fhould  confift  of  nourifhing  broths, 
fago-gruel  with  wine,  new  milk,  and  other  things 
of  a light  and  cordial  nature.  Thefe  things  are  to 
be  given  out  of  the  fit.  All  that  can  be  done  in 
the  fit  is,  to  let  him  fmell  to  a bottle  of  Hungary^ 
water,  eau  de  luce , or  fpirits  of  hartfhorn,  and  to 
rub  his  temples  with  warm  brandy,  or  to  lay  a com- 
prefs  dipped  in  it  to  the  pit  of  the  ftomach. 

In  fainting  fits  that  proceed  from  fear,  grief,  or 
other  violent  paihons  or  affections  of  the  mind,  the 
patient  mull  be  very  cautioufly  managed.  He  fhould 
be  fuffer^d  to  remain  at  red,  and  only  made  to 
fmell  to  feme  vinegar.  After  he  is  come  to  him- 
felf  he  may  drink  freely  of  warm  lemonade,  or  balm- 
tea,  with  fome  orange  or  lemon -peel  in  it.  It  will 
likewife  be  proper,  if  the  fainting  fits  have  *been 
long  and  fevere,  to  clean  the  bowels  by  throwing 
in  an  emollient  clyfler. 

It  is  common  in  fainting  fits,  from  whatever 
caufe  they  proceed,  to  bleed  the  patient.  This 
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praCtice  may  be  very  proper  in  ftrong  perfons  of  a 
full  habit;  but  in  thofe  who  are  weak  and  delicate, 
or  fubjeCt  to  nervous  diforders,  it  is  dangerous.  The 
proper  method  with  fuch  people  is,  to  expofe  them 
to  the  free  air,  and  to  ufe  cordial  and  ftimulating 
medicines,  as  volatile  falts,  Hungary-water,  fpirits 
of  lavender,  tinCture  of  caftor,  and  the  like. 


OF  FLATULENCIES,  OR  WIND. 

All  nervous  patients,  without  exception,  are  af- 
flicted with  wind  or  flatulencies  in  the  ftomach  and 
bowels,  which  arife  chiefly  from  the  want  of  tone 
or  vigour  in  thefe  organs.  Crude  flatulent  aliment, 
as  green  peas,  beans,  coleworts,  cabbages,  and 
fuch  like,  may  increafe  this  complaint  ; but  ftrong 
and  healthy  people  are  feldom  troubled  with  wind, 
unlefs  they  either  overload  their  ftomachs,  or  drink 
liquors  that  are  in  a fermenting  ftate,  and  confe- 
quently  full  of  elaftic  air,  While  therefore  the 
matter  of  flatulence  proceeds  from  our  aliments, 
the  caufe  which  makes  air  feparate  from  them  in 
fuch  quantity  as  to  occafion  complaints,  is  almoft: 
always  a fault  of  the  bowels  themfelves,  which  are 
too  weak  either  to  prevent  the  production  of  elaftic 
air,  or  to  expel  it  after  it  is  produced. 

To  relieve  this  complaint,  fuch  medicines  ought 
to  be  ufed  as  have  a tendency  to  expel  wind,  and 
by  {lengthening  the  alimentary  canal,  to  prevent 
its  being  produced  there*. 

The  lift  of  medicines  for  expelling  wind  is  very 
numerous;  they  often  however  dilappoint  the  ex- 

s*  Many  nervous  people  find  great  benefit  from  eating  a dry 
bifcuit,  especially  when  the  ftomach  is  empty-  I look  upon  this 
as  one  of  the  bell  carminative  medicines  ; and  would  recommend 
it  in  all  complaints  of  the  ftomach,  arifing  from  flatulence,  in- 
digeftion,  &c. 
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peclations  of  both  the  phyfician  and  his  patient. 
The  moil  celebrated  among  the  clafs'of  carmina- 
tives are  juniper  berries;  the  roots  of  ginger  and 
zedoary;  the  keels  of  anife,  carraway,  and  corian- 
der; gum  afafcetida  and  opium;  the  warm  waters, 
tinctures,  and  fpirits,  as  the  aromatic  water,  the 
tindture  of  woodfoot,  the  volatile  aromatic  fpirit, 
aether,  &c. 

Dr.  W-hytt  fays,  he  found  no  medicines  more 
efficacious  in  expelling  wind  than  aether  and  lau- 
danum. He  generally  gave  the  laudanum  in  a mix- 
ture with' peppermint-water  and  tindlure  of  caftor, 
or  fweet  fpirits  of  nitre.  Sometimes,  in  place  of 
this,  he  gave  opium  in  pills  with  afafcetida.  He 
obferves  that  the  good  efifcdls  of  opiates  are  equally 
confpicuous,  whether  the  flatulence  be  contained 
in  the  ftomach  or  inteftines;  whereas  thole  warm 
medicines,  commonly  called  carminatives , do  not 
often  give  immediate  relief,  except  when  the  wind 
is  in  the  ftomach. 

With  regard  to  tether,  the  Dodlor  fays,  he  has 
often  feen  very  good  efledts  from  it  in  flatulent  com- 
plaints, where  other  medicines  failed.  The  dofe  is 
a tea-fpoonful  mixed  with  two  table-fpoonfuls  of 
water *.  In  gouty  cafes  he  obferves,  that  sther,  a 
glafs  of  French  brandy,  or  of  the  aromatic  water, 
or  ginger,  either  taken  in  fubftance  or  infufed  in 
boiling  water,  are  among  the  belt  medicines  for 
expelling  wind. 

When  the  cafe  of  flatulent  patients  is  fuch  asr 
makes  it  improper  to  give  them  warm  medicines  in- 
wardly, the  Dodlor  recommends  external  applica- 
tions, which  are  fometimes  of  advantage.  Equal 
parts  of  the  anti-hyfteric  and  ftomach  plafter  may 

* Though  the  patient  may  begin  with  this  quantity,  it  will 
be  necefTary  to  increafe  the  dofe  gradually  as  the  ftomach  can 
bear  it.  zEther  is  now  given  in  eonftderably  greater  dofes  than 
It  was  in  Dr.  Whvtt’s  time. 
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be  fpread  upon  a piece  of  foft  leather,  of  fuch  fize 
as  to  cover  the  greater  part  of  the  belly.  This 
fhould  be  kept  on  for  a confiderable  time,  provided 
the  patient  be  able  to  bear  it;  if  it  fhould  give 
great  uneafinefs,  it  may  be  taken  off,  and  the  fol- 
lowing liniment  ufed  in  its  Head: 

Take  of  Bates’s  anodyne  balfam  an  ounce;  of 
the  expreffed  oil  of  mace  half  an  ounce*,  oil  of 
mint  two  drachms.  Let  thefe  ingredients  be  mixed 
together,  and  about  a table-fpoonful  well  rubbed 
on  the  parts  at  bed-time. 

For  ttrengthening  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  and 
confequently  for  leffening  the  production  of  flatu- 
lence, the  DoCtor  recommends  the  Peruvian  bark, 
bitters,  chalybeates,  and  exercife.  In  flatulent 
cafes,  he  thinks  fome  nutmeg  or  ginger  fhould  be 
added  to  the  tinCture  of  the  bark  and  bitters,  and 
that  the  aromatic  powder  fhould  be  joined  with  the 
filings  of  iron. 

When  windy  complaints  are  attended  with  cof- 
tivenefs,  which  is  often  the  cafe,  few  things  will  be 
found  to  anfwer  better  than  four  or  five  of  the  fol- 
lowing pills  taken  every  night  at  bed-time: 

Take  of  afafetida  two  drachms;  fuccotrine  aloes, 
fait  of  iron,  and  powdered  ginger,  of  each  one 
drachm;  as  much  of  the  elixir  proprietatis  as  will  be 
fufficient  to  form  them  into  pills. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  the  body  is  too  open, 
twelve  or  fifteen  grains  of  rhubarb,  with  half  a 
drachm  or  two  fcruples  of  the  Japonic  confection, 
given  every  other  evening,  will  have  very  good 
efFedts. 

In  thofe  flatulent  complaints  which  come  on 
about  the  time  the  menfes  ceafe,  repeated  fmall 
bleedings  often  give  more  relief  than  any  other 
remedy. 

With  regard  to  diet,  the  DoCtor  obferves,  that 
tea,  and  likewife  all  flatulent  aliments,  are  to  be 
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avoided;  and  that  for  drink,  water  with  a little 
brandy  or  rum  is  not  only  preferable  to  malt  liquor, 
but  in  mod  cafes  alfo  to  wine. 

As  Dr.  Whytt  has  paid  great  attention  to  this 
fubjeCt,  and  as  his  fentiments  upon  it  in  a great 
meafure  agree  with  mine,  I have  taken  the  liberty 
to  adopt  them;  and  fhall  only  add  to  his  obferva- 
tions,  that  exercife  is  in  my  opinion  fuperior  to  all 
medicine,  both  for  preventing  the  production  and 
likewife  for  expelling  of  flatulencies.  Thefe  effeCts, 
however,  are  not  to  be  expeCted  from  fauntering 
about,  or  lolling  in  a carriage;  but  from  labour, 
or  fuch  aCtive  amufements  as  give  exercife  to  every 
part  of  the  body, 

OF  LOW  SPIRITS. 

All  who  have  weak  nerves  are  fubjeCt  to  low  fpi- 
rits  in  a greater  or  lefs  degree.  Generous  dier,  the 
cold  bath,  exercife,  and  amufements,  are  the  molt 
likely  means  to  remove  this  complaint.  It  is 
greatly  increafed  by  folitude  and  indulging  gloomy 
ideas,  but  may  often  be  relieved  by  cheerful  com- 
pany and  fprightly  amufements. 

When  low  fpirits  are  owing  to  a weak  relaxed 
Rate  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  an  infufion  of  the 
Peruvian  bark  with  cinnamon  or  nutmeg  will  be 
proper.  Steel  joined  with  aromatics  may  likewife 
in  this  cafe  be  ufed  with  advantage;  but  riding, 
and  a proper  diet,  are  mod  to  be  depended  on. 

When  they  arife  from  a foulnefs  of  the  ftomach 
and  inteftines,  or  obftruCtion  in  the  hypochondriac 
vifcera,  aloetic  purges  will  be  proper.  I have 
fometimes  known  the  Harrowgate  fulphur-water  of 
fervice  in  this  cafe. 

When  low  fpirits  proceed  from  a fupprefilon  of 
the  menftrual  or  of  the  hoemorrhoidal  flux,  thefe 
evacuations  may  either  be  reftored,  or  fome  others 
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fubftituted  in  their  place,  as  iffues,  fetons,  or  the 
like.  Dr.  Whytt  obferves,  that  nothing  has  fuch 
fudden  good  effedts  in  this  cafe  as  bleeding. 

When  low  fpirits  have  been  brought  on  by  long- 
continued  grief,  anxiety,  or  other  diftrefs  of  mind, 
agreeable  company,  variety  of  amufements,  and 
change  of  place,  efpecially  travelling  into  foreign 
countries,  will  afford  the  moft  certain  relief. 

Perfons  afflidted  with  low  fpirits  ftiould  avoid  all 
kinds  of  excefs,  efpecially  of  venery  and  ftrong  li- 
quors. The  moderate  ufe  of  wine  and  other  ftrong 
liquors  is  by  no  means  hurtful 5 but  when  taken  to 
excefs  they  weaken  the  ftomach,  vitiate  the  hu- 
mours, and  deprefs  the  fpirits.  This  caution  is 
the  more  neceflfary,  as  the  unfortunate  and  melan- 
choly often  fly  to  ftrong  liquors  for  relief,  by  which 
means  they  never  fail  to  precipitate  their  own  de- 
ftrudlion. 

OF  HYSTERIC  AFFECTIONS. 

Thefe  likewife  belong  to  the  numerous  tribe  of 
nervous  difeafes,  which  may  be  juftly  reckoned  the 
reproach  of  medicine.  Women  of  a delicate  ha- 
bit, whofe  ftomach  and  inteftines  are  relaxed,  and 
whofe  nervous  lyftem  is  extremely  fenfible,  are  moft 
fubjedt  to  hyfteric  complaints.  In  fuch  perfons  ^ 
hyfteric  fit,  as  it  is  called,  may  be  brought  on  by 
an  irritation  of  the  nerves  of  the  ftomach  or  intef- 
tines,  by  wind,  acrid  humour,  or  the  like.  A fud- 
den fuppreflion  of  the  menfes  often  gives  rife  to 
hyfteric  fits.  They  may  likewife  be  excited  by 
violent  paflions  or  affcdlions  of  the  mind,  as  fear, 
grief,  anger,  or  great  difappointments. 

Sometimes  the  hyfteric  fit  refembles  a fwoon  or 
fainting  fit,  during  which  the  patient  lies  as  in  a 
fleep,  only  the  breathing  is  fo  low  as  fcarce  to  be 
perceived.  At  other  times  the  patient  is  affedted 
with  catchings  and  ftrong  convulfions.  The  fymp- 
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toms  which  precede  hyfleric  fits  are  likewile  vari- 
ous in  different  perfons.  Sometimes  the  fits  come 
on  with  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  yawning  and 
ftretching,  lownefs  of  fpirits,  oppreffion  and  anxi- 
ety. At  other  times  the  approach  of  the  fit  is 
foretold  by  a feeling,  as  if  there  were  a ball  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  belly,  which  gradually  rifes  to- 
wards the  flomach,  where  it  occafions  inflation, 
ficknefs,  and  fometimes  vomiting;  afterwards  it 
rifes  into  the  gullet,  and  occafions  a degree  of  fuf- 
focation,  to  which  quick  breathing,  palpitation  of 
the  heart,  giddinefs  of  the  head,  dimnefs  of  the 
fight,  lofs  of  hearing,  with  convulflve  motions  of 
the  extremities  and  other  parts  of  the  body,  fuc- 
ceed.  The  hyfleric  paroxyfm  is  often  introduced 
by  an  immoderate  fit  of  laughter,  and  fometimes  it 
goes  off  by  crying.  Indeed  there  is  not  much  dif- 
ference between  the  laughing  and  crying  of  an 
highly  hyfleric  lady. 

Our  aim  in  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe  mufl  be 
to  fhorten  the  fit  or  paroxyfm  when  prefent,  and  to 
prevent  its  return.  The  longer  the  fits  continue, 
and  the  more  frequently  they  return,  the  difeafe 
becomes  the  more  obflinate.  Their  flrength  is  in- 
creafed  by  habir,  and  they  induce  fo  great  a relaxa- 
tion of  the  fyflem,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  re- 
moved. 

It  is  cuflomary,  during  the  hyfleric  fit  or  pa- 
roxyfm, to  bleed  the  patient.  In  flrong  perfons  of 
a plethoric  habit,  and  where  the  pulfe  is  full,  this 
may  be  proper;  but  in  weak  and  delicate  conflitu- 
tions,  or  where  the  difeafe  has  been  of  long  fland- 
ing,  or  arifes  from  inanition,  it  is  not  fafe.  The 
bell  courfe  in  fuch  cafes  is  to  roufe  the  patient  by 
flrong  fmells,  as  burnt  feathers,  afafeetida,  or  fpi- 
rits of  hartffiorn,  held  to  the  nofe.  Hot  bricks 
may  alfo  be  applied  to  the  foies  of  the  feet,  and  the 
legs,  arms,  and  belly  may  be  flrongly  rubbed  with 

a warm 


OF  HYSTERIC  AFFECTIONS.  449 

a warm  cloth.  But  the  bed  application  is  to  put 
the  feet  and  legs  into  warm  water.  This  is  pecu- 
liarly proper  when  the  fits  precede  the  flow  of  the 
menfes.  In  cafe  of  coftivenefs,  a laxative  clyfter 
with  afafoetida  will  be  proper ; and  as  loon  as  the 
patient  can  fwallow,  two  table-fpoonfuls  of  a fo- 
lution  of  afafoetida,  or  of  fome  cordial  julep,  may 
be  given*. 

The  radical  cure  of  this  diforder  will  be  bed  at- 
tempted at  a time  when  the  patient  is  moft  free 
from  the  fits.  It  will  be  greatly  promoted  by  a 
proper  attention  to  diet.  A milk  and  vegetable 
diet,  when  duly  perfifted  in,  will  often  perform  a 
cure.  If  however  the  patient  has  been  accuftomed 
to  a more  generous  diet,  it  will  not  be  fafe  to  leave, 
it  off  all  at  once,  but  by  degrees.  The  mod  pro- 
per drink  is  water  with  a lmall  quantity  of  fpirits. 
A cool  dry  air  is  the  bed.  Cold  bathing  and  every 
thing  that  braces  the  nerves,  and  invigorates  the 
fydem,  is  beneficial;  but  lying’ too  long  in  bed, 
or  whatever  relaxes  the  body,  is  hurtful.  It  is  of 
the  greated  importance  to  have  the  mind  kept  con- 
dantly  eafy  and  cheerful,  and,  if  poflible,  to  have 
it  always  engaged  in  fome  agreeable  and  interefiing 
purfuit. 

The  proper  medicines  are  thofe  which  firengthen 
the  alimentary  canal  and  the  whole  nervous  fydem, 
as  the  preparations  of  iron,  the  Peruvian  bark,  and 
other  bitters.  Twenty  drops  of  the  elixir  of  vi- 

* When  hyfteric  fits  are  occafioned  by  fympathy,  they  maybe 
cured  by  exciting  an  oppofite  paffion.  This  is  faid  to  have  been 
the  cafe  of  a whole  fchool  of  young  ladies  in  Holland,  who  were 
all  cured  by  being  told,  that  the  firft  who  was  feized  fhould  be 
burnt  to  death.  But  this  method  of  cure,  to  my  knowledge,  will 
not  always  lucceed.  I would  therefore  advife,  that  young  ladies 
who  are  l'ubjed  to  hyfteric  fits  fhould  not  be  fent  to  boarding 
fchool s,  as  the  dif-afe  may  be  caught  by  imitation.  I have 
known  madnefs  itfelf  brought  on  by  fympathy. 
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triol>  in  a cup  of  the  infufion  of  the  bark,  may 
be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a-day.  The  bark  and 
iron  may  likewife  be  taken  in  fubftance,  provided 
the  (lomach  can  bear  them 3 but  they  are  generally 
given  in  too  fmall  dofes  to  have  any  effedt.  The 
chalybeate  waters  generally  prove  beneficial  in  this 
diforder. 

If  the  ftomach  is  loaded  with  phlegm,  vomits 
will  be  of  ufe;  but  they  fhould  not  be  coo  ftrong, 
nor  frequently  repeated,  as  they  tend  to  relax  and 
weaken  the  (lomach.  If  there  be  a tendency  to 
coftivenefs,  it  mud  be  removed  either  by  diet,  or 
by  taking  an  opening  pill  as  often  as  it  (hall  be 
found  necedary. 

To  leden  the  irritability  of  the  fyftem,  antifpaf- 
modic  medicines  will  be  of  ufe.  The  bed  antifpaf- 
modic  medicines  are  mufk,  opium,  and  cador. 
When  opium  difagrees  with  the  domach,  it  may  ei- 
ther be  applied  externally,  or  given  in  clyfters.  It 
~ is  often  fuccefsful  in  removing  thofe  periodical 
head-achs  to  which  hyderic  and  hypochondriac  pa- 
tients are  fubjedt.  Cador  has  in  fome  cafes  been 
found  to  procure  deep  where  opium  failed;  for 
which  reafon  Dr.  Whytt  advifes,  that  they  Oiould  be 
joined  together.  He  likewife  recommends  theand- 
hyderic  plader  to  be  applied  to  the  abdomen *. 

Hyderic  women  are  often  afflidled  with  cramps 
in  various  parts  of  the  body,  which  are  mod  apt 
to  feize  them  in  bed,  or  when  adeep.  The  mod 
efficacious  medicines  in  this  cafe  are  opium,  blif- 
tering-pladers,  and  warm  bathing  or  fomentations. 
When  the  cramp  or  fpafm  is  very  violent,  opium  is 

'*  Though  antifpafmodics  and  anodynes  are  univerfally  recom- 
mended in  this  difeafe,  yet  all  the  extraordinary  cures  that  I ever 
knew  in  hyderic  cafes,  were  performed  by  means  of  tonic  and 
corroborating  medicines. 
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the  remedy  molt  to  be  depended  on.  In  milder 
cafes,  immerfing  the  feet  and  legs  in  warm  water, 
or  applying  a bliftering-plafter  to  the  part  affe&ed, 
will  often  be  fufficient  to  remove  the  complaint.  In 
patients  whofe  nervds  are  uncommonly  delicate  and 
fenfible,  it  will  be  better  to  omit  the  bliftering- 
plafter,  and  to  attempt  the  cure  by  opiates,  mufk, 
camphire,  and  the  warm  bath. 

Cramps  are  often  prevented  or  cured  by  compref- 
fion.  Thus  cramps  in  the  legs  are  prevented,  and 
fometimes  removed,  by  tight  bandages;  and  when 
convulfions  arife  from  a flatulent  diftention  of  the 
inteftines,  or  from  fpafms  beginning  in  them,  they 
may  be  often  leflfened  or  cured  by  making  a pretty 
ftrong  compreflion  upon  the  abdomen  by  means  of  a 
broad  belt.  A roll  of  brimflone  held  in  the  hand 
is  frequently  ufed  as  a remedy  for  cramps.  Though 
this  feems  to  owe  its  effcdt  chiefly  to  imagination; 
yet,  as  it  fometimes  fucceeds,  it  merits  atrial*. 
When  fpafms  or  convulfive  motions  arife  from 
fharp  humours  in  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  no 
lading  relief  can  be  procured  till  thefe  are  either 
corrected  or  expelled.  The  Peruvian  bark  has 
fometimes  cured  periodic  convulfions  after  other 
medicines  had  failed. 

OF  HYPOCHONDRIAC  AFFECTIONS. 

This  difeafe  generally  attacks  the  indolent,  the 
luxurious,  the  unfortunate,  and  the  ftudious.  It 
becomes  daily  more  common  in  this  country,  owing, 
no  doubt,  to  the  increafe  of  luxury  and  fedentary 
employments.  It  has  fo  near  a refemblance  to  the 
immediately  preceding,  that  many  authors  confider 

* Some  perfons  aiRidted  with  cramps  pretend  to  reap  great 
benefit  from  fmall  bundles  of  rofemary  tied  all  night  about  their 
feet,  ancles,  and  knees. 
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them  as  the  fame  difeafe,  and  treat  them  accord- 
ingly. They  require  however  a very  different  re- 
gimen; and  the  fymptoms  of  the  latter,  though 
lefs  violent,  are  more  permanent  than  thofe  of  the 
former. 

Men  of  a melancholy  temperament,  whofe  minds 
are  capable  of  great  attention,  and  whofe  paffions 
are  not  eafily  moved,  are,  in  the  advanced  periods 
of  life,  moil  liable  to  this  difeafe.  It  is  ufualiy 
brought  on  by  long  and  ferious  attention  to  ab- 
Erufe  fubje£ls,  grief,  the  fuppreffion  of  cuflomary 
evacuations,  excefs  of  venery,  the  repulfion  of  cu- 
taneous eruptions,  long  continued  evacuations,  ob- 

Eruftions  in  fome  of  the  vifcera,  as  the  liver,  fpleen, 

<•> 

Hypochondriac  perfons^ought  never  to  faff  long, 
and  their  food  fhould  be  folid  and  nourifhing.  All 
acefcent  and  windy  vegetables  are  to  be  avoided. 
Flefh  meats  agree  bed  with  them,  and  their  drink 
fhould  be  old  claret,  or  good  madeira.  Should 
thefe  difagree  with  the  ftomach,  water  with  a iitt^ 
brandy  or  rum  in  it  may  be  drank. 

Cheerfulnefs  and  ferenity  of  mind  are  by  all 
means  to  be  cultivated.  Exercife  of  every  kind 
is  ufeful.  The  cold  bath  is  likewife  beneficial: 
and,  where  it  does  not  agree  with  the  patient,  fric- 
tions with  the  flefh-brufh  or  a coarfe  cloth  may  be 
tried.  If  the  patient  has  it  in  his  power,  he  ought 
to  travel  either  by  fea  or  land.  A voyage  or  a long 
journey,  efpecially  towards  a warmer  climate,  will 
be  cf  more  fervice  than  any  medicine. 

The  general  intentions  of  cure,  in  this  difeafe, 
are  to  ftrengthen'the  alimentary  canal,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  fecretions  Thefe  intentions  will  be  beft 
anfwered  by  the  different  preparations  of  iron  and 
the  Peruvian  bark,  which,  after  proper  evacuations, 
may  be  taken  in  the  fame  manner  as  directed  in  the 
preceding  difeafe. 
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If  the  patient  be  coftive,  it  will  be  neceffary  to 
make  ufe  of  fome  gentle  opening  medicine,  as 
pills  compofed  of  equal  parts  of  aloes,  rhubaib, 
and  afafcetida,  v/ith  as  much  of  the  elixir  proprie- 
tatis  as  is  necelTary  to  form  the  ingredients  into 
pills.  Two,  three,  or  four  of  thefe  may  be  taken 
as  often  as  it  fhall  be  found  needful,  to  keep  the 
body  gently  open.  Such  as  cannot  bear  the  afa- 
foetida may  fubfritute  Spanifh  foap  in  its  place. 

Though  a cheerful  glafs  may  have  good  effeds 
in  this  difeafe,  yet  all  manner  of  excefs  is  hurtful. 
Intenfe  ftudy,  and  every  thing  that  depreffes  the 
fpirits,  are  like  wife  pernicious. 

Though  the  general  fymptoms  and  treatment  of 
nervous  diforders  were  pointed  out  in  the  begin- 
ning of  this  chapter;  yet,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
unhappy  perfons  afflided  with  thofe  obftinate  and 
complicated  maladies,  I have  treated  feveral  of 
their  capital  fymptoms  under  dittind  or  feparate 
heads.  Thefe  however  are  not  to  be  confidered  as 
different  difeafes,  but  as  various  modifications  of 
the  fame  difeafe.  They  all  arife  from  the  fame  ge- 
neral caufes,  and  require  nearly  the  fame  method 
of  treatment.  There  are  many  other  fymptoms 
that  merit  particular  attention,  which  the  nature  of 
my  plan  will  not  permit  me  to  treat  of  at  full 
length.  I fhall  therefore  omit  them  altogether, 
and  conclude  this  chapter  with  a few  general  re- 
marks on  the  moft  obvious  means  of  preventing  or 
avoiding  nervous  diforders. 

In  all  perfons  afflided  with  nervous  diforders, 
there  is  a great  delicacy  and  fenfibility  of  the  whole 
fyftem,  and  an  uncommon  degree  of  weaknefs 
of  the  organs  of  digeflion.  Thefe  may  be  either 
natural  or  acquired.  When  owing  to  a defed: 
in  the  conftitution,  they  are  hardly  to  be  re- 
moved ; but  may  be  mitigated  by  proper  cane. 
When  induced  by  difeafes,  as  long  or  repeated  fe- 
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vers,  profufe  hemorrhages,  or  the  like,  they  prove 
aifo  very  obdinate,  and  will  yield  only  to  a courfe 
of  regimen  calculated  to  reftore  and  invigorate  the 
habit. 

But  nervous  affedlions  arife  more  frequently  from 
caufes,  which  it  is  in  a great  meafure  in  our  own 
power  to  avoid,  than  from  difeales,  or  an  original 
fault  in  the  conditution,  &c.  ExcefTive  grief,  in- 
tenfe  dudy,  improper  diet,  and  negledt  of  exer- 
cife,  are  the  great  lources  of  this  extenfive  clafs  of 
difeafes. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  grief  indulged 
dedroys  the  appetite  and  digedion,  deprefles  the 
fpirits,  and  induces  an  univerfal  relaxation  and  de- 
bility of  the  whole  fydem.  Inflances  of  this  are 
daily  to  be  feen.  The  lofs  of  a near  relation,  or 
any  other  misfortune  in  life,  is  often  fufficient  to 
occafion  the  mod  complicated  feries  of  nervous 
fymptoms.  Such  misfortunes  indeed  are  not  to  be 
avoided,  but  furely  their  effedls,  by  a vigorous  and 
proper  exertion  of  the  mind,  might  be  rendered 
lefs  hurtful.  For  diredfcions  in  this  matter  we  mud 
refer  the  reader  to  the  article  Grief,  in  the  chapter 
on  the  padions. 

The  effedls  of  intenfe  dudy  are  pretty  fimilar  to 
thofe  occafioned  by  grief.  It  preys  upon  the  ani- 
mal Ipirits,  and  deftroys  the  appetite  and  digedion. 
To  prevent  thefe  effedls,  dudious  perfons  ought, 
according  to  the  Poet,  to  toy  with  their  books*. 
They  fnould  never  dudy  too  long  at  a times  nor 
attend  long  to  one  particular  fubjedt,  efpecially  if 
it  be  of  a ferious  nature.  They  ought  likewife  to 
be  attentive  to  their  podure,  and  fhould  take  care 
frequently  to  unbend  their  minds  by  mufic,  diver- 
fions,  or  going  into  agreeable  company. 

* Armftrong  on  Health. 

With 
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With  regard  to  diet,  I fhall  only  obferve,  that 
nervous  difeafes  may  be  induced  either  by  excels  or 
inanition.  Both  of  thefe  extremes  hurt  the  digeftion, 
and  vitiate  the  humours.  When  Nature  is  op- 
prefied  with  frefh  loads  of  food,  before  fhe  has  had 
time  to  digefi  and  affimilate  the  former  meal,  her 
powers  are  weakened,  and  the  veflels  are  filled  with 
crude  humours.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the 
food  is  not  fufficiently  nourilhing,  or  is  taken  too 
feldom,  the  bowels  are  inflated  with*  wind,  and 
the  humours,  for  want  of  regular  frefh  fupplies  of 
wholefome  chyle,  are  vitiated.  Thefe  extremes 
are  therefore  with  equal  care  to  be  avoided.  They 
both  tend  to  induce  a relaxation,  and  debility  of 
the  nervous  fyftem,  with  all  its  dreadful  train  of 
confequences. 

But  the  molt  general  caufe  of  nervous  diforders 
Is  indolence.  The  adive  and  laborious  are  feldom 
troubled  with  them.  They  are  referved  for  the 
children  of  eafe  and  affluence,  who  generally  feel 
their  keeneft  force.  All  we  fhall  fay  to  fuch  per- 
fons  is,  that  the  means  of  prevention  and  cure  are 
both  in  their  own  power.  If  the  ccniiitution  of 
human  nature  be  fuch,  that  man  mufi  either  la- 
bour or  fuflfer  difeafes,  furely  no  individual  has  any 
right  to  exped  an  exemption  from  the  general 
rule. 

Thofe  however  who  are  willing  to  take  exercife, 
But  whofe  occupations  confine  them  to  the  houfe, 
and  perhaps  to  an  unfavourable  pollute,  really  de- 
ferve  our  pity.  We  have  in  a former  part  of  the 
book  endeavoured  to  lay  down  rules  for  their  con- 
dud;  and  fhall  only  add,  that  where  thefe  cannot 
be  complied  with,  their  place  may,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  be  fupplied  by  the  ufe  of  bracing  and  length- 
ening medicines,  as  the  Peruvian  bark,  with  othe? 
bitters;  the  preparations  of  fleel;  the  elixir  of  vi- 
triol, and  fuch  like. 
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CHAP.  XLIV. 


DISORDERS  OF  THE  SENSES. 


7E  do  not  mean  to  treat  of  the  nature  of  our 
* * fenfations,  or  to  give  a minute  defcription  of 
the  various  organs  by  which  they  are  performed; 
but  to  point  out  fome  of  the  difeafes  to  which 
thefe  organs  are  mod  liable,  and  to  fnew  how  they 
may  be  prevented  or  remedied. 


OF  THE  EYE. 

No  organ  of  the  body  is  fubjedt  to  more  difeafes 
than  the  eye;  nor-  is  there  any  one  of  which  the 
difeafes  are  more  difficult  to  cure.  Though  more 
ignorant  perfons  pretend  to  cure  thefe  than  any 
other  dais  of  difeafes;  yet  a very  fuperficiai  ac- 
quaintance with  the  ftrudture  of  the  eye,  and  the 
nature  of  vifion,  will  be  fufficient  to  convince  any 
one  of  the  danger  of  truding  to  them.  Thefe  dif- 
eafes often  exceed  the  fkill  of  the  mod  learned 
phyfician;  hence  we  may  eafily  infer  the  danger 
of  truding  them  to  ignorant  quacks,  who,  without 
all  peradventure,  put  out  more  eyes  than  they  cure. 
But,  though  the  difeafes  of  the  eye  can  feldom  be 
cured,  they  might  often,  by  due  care,  be  pre- 
vented; and,  even  where  the  fight  is  totally  lod, 
many  things  might  be  done,  which  are  generally 
negle&ed,  to  render  the  unhappy  per  fan  boj:h  more 
ufeful  to  himfelf  and  to  fociety  *. 

The 

% It  is  a pity  thofe  who  have  rhe  misfortune  to  be  born  blind, 
or  who  lofe  their  light  when  young,  Ihould  be  fuffered  to  remain 
in  ignorance  or  to  beg.  This  is  both  cruelty  and  want  cf  eco- 
nomy. 


OF  THE  EYE.  457 

The  eyes  are  hurt  by  viewing  bright  or  luminous 
objefts ; keeping  the  head  100  long  in  a hanging 
podure;  violent  head-achs;  exceflive  venery;  the 
long  ufe  of  bitters  3 the  effluvia  from  acrid  or  vo- 
latile fubftancesj  various  difeafes;  as  the  fmall- 
pox,  meafles,  &c.  but,  above  all,  from  night- 
watching, and  candle-light  dudies.  Long  fading 
is  likewife  hurtful  to  the  eyes,  and  frequent  heats 
and  colds  are  no  lefs  pernicious.  The  eyes  are 
often  hurt  by  the  doppage  of  cudomary  evacua- 
tions; as  morning  fweats;  fweating  of  the  feet;  the 
menfes  in  women;  and  the  bleeding  piles  in  men. 
All  kinds  of  excefs  are  likewife  hurtful  to  the  fight, 
particularly  the  immoderate  ufe  of  ardent  fpirits 
and  other  drong  liquors. 

In  all  difeafes  of  the  eyes,  efpecially  thofe  at- 
tended with  inflammation,  the  cool  regimen  ought 
to  be  obferved.  The  patient  mud  abdain  from  all 
fpirituous  liquors.  The  fmoke  of  tobacco,  fmoky 
rooms,  the  vapours  of  onions  and  garlic,  and  all 
vivid  lights  and  glaring  colours,  are  carefully  to 
be  avoided.  The  drink  may  be  water,  whey,  or 
fmail  beer;  and  the  aliment  mud  be  light  and  of 
eafy  digedion. 

For  preventing  diforders  of  the  eyes,  iffues  and 
fetons  are  of  prime  ufe.  Every  perfon,  whofe  eyes 
are  tender,  ought  to  have  one  or  more  of  thefe  in 
fome  part  of  the  body.  It  will  likewife  be  of  ufe 
to  keep  the  body  gently  open,  and  either  to  bleed 

nomy.  There^are  many  employments  of  which  blind  perfons  are 
very  capable,  as  knitting,  carding,  turning  a wheel,  teaching 
languages,  Nor  are  inttances  wanting  of  perfons  who  have 

arrived  at  the  higheft  pitch  of  learning,  without  having  the  lead: 
idea  of  light.  Witnefs  the  late  famous  Nicholas  Sanderfon  of 
Cambridge,  and  my  worthy  friend  Dr.  Thomas  Blacklock  of 
Edinburgh.  The  former  was  one  of  the  firft  mathematicians  of 
his  age,  and  the  latter,  befides  being  a good  poet  and  philolb- 
pher,  is  matter  of  all  the  learned  languages,  and  a very  confi- 
derable  adept  in  the  liberal  arts. 


or 
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or  purge  every  fpring  and  fall.  All  excefs  and 
night  (indies  are  to  be  avoided.  Such  as  do  not 
chufe  a feton  or  an  ififue,  will  reap  benefit  from 
wearing  a fmall  Burgundy-pitch  plaftev  between 
their  (boulders. 

A gutta  Jerena  or  amaurofis>  is  an  abolition  of 
the  fight  without  any  apparent  caufe  or  fault  in  the 
eyes.  When  it  is  owing  to  a decay  or  wafting  of 
the  optic  nerve,  it  does  not  admit  of  a cure?  but 
when  it  proceeds  from  a compreftion  of  the  nerves 
by  redundant  humours,  thefe'  may  in  fome  mea- 
fure  be  drained  off,  and  the  patient  relieved.  For 
this  purpofe,  the  body  muft  be  kept  open  with  the 
laxative  mercurial  pills.  If  the  patient  be  young 
and  of  a fanguine  habit,  he  may  be  bled.  Cup- 
ping, with  Testifications  on  the  back  part  of  the 
head,  will  likewife  be  of  ufe.  A running  at  the 
rsofe  may  be  promoted  by  volatile  faks,  ftimulating 
powders,  &c.  But  the  moft  likely  means  for  re- 
- lieving  the  patient  are  ififues  or  blifters  kept  open 
for  a long  time  on  the  back  part  of  the  head,  be- 
hind the  ears,  or  on  the  neck.  I have  known  thefe 
reftore  fight,  even  after  it  had  been  for  a confider- 
able  time  loft. 

Should  thefe  fail,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  a mer- 
curial falivation;  or  what  will  perhaps  anfwer  the 
purpofe  better,  twelve  grains  of  the  corrofive  fub- 
] innate  of  mercury  may  be  diffolved  in  an  Englifh 
pint  and  a half  of  brandy,  and  a table-fpoonful  of 
it  taken  twice  a-day,  drinking  half  a pint  of  the 
decoction  of  farfapariila  after  it. 

A cataraft  is  an  obftruftion  of  the  pupil,  by  the 
interpofuion  of  fome  opaque  fubftance  which  either 
diminifhes  or  totally  extinguifhes  the  fight.  It  is 
generally  an  opacity  of  the  cryftalline  humour.  In 
a recent  or  beginning  cataraft,  the  fame  medicines 
are  to  be  ufed  as  in  the  gutta  ferena:  and  they  will 
fometimes  fucceed.  But  when  this  does  not  hap- 
pen. 
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pen,  and  the  cataraft  becomes  firm,  it  muft  be 
couched,  or  rather  extradled.  I have  refolved  a 
recent  cataraft  by  giving  the  patient  frequent  purges 
with  calomel,  keeping  a poultice  of  frefh  hemlock 
conftantly  upon  the  eye,  and  a perpetual  blitter  on 
the  neck*. 

The  myopia , or  jhort  fightednejs , and  th cpre/byopiay 
or  feeing  only  at  too  great  a diftance , are  diforders 
which  depend  on  the  original  ftru&ure  or  figure  of 
the  eye,  therefore  admit  of  no  cure.  The  incon- 
veniencies  arifing  from  them  may  however  be,  in 
fome  meafure,  remedied  by  the  help  of  proper 
glades.  The  former  requires  the  aid  of  a concave, 
and  the  latter  of  a convex  glafs. 

A ftrabifmus , or  Jquinting , depends  upon  an  irre- 
gular contra&ion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  eye  from  a 
ipafm,  palfy,  epilepfy,  or  an  ill  habit.  Children 
often  contra£t  this  diforder  by  having  their  eyes' 
unequally  expofed  to  the  light.  They  may  likewife 
acquire  it  by  imitation  from  a fquinting  nurfe  or 
play-fellow,  &c.  As  this  diforder  can  hardly  be 
cured,  parents  ought  to  be  careful  to  prevent  it. 
Almoft  the  only  thing  which  can  be  done  for  it  is,  to 
contrive  a mafk  for  the  child  to  wear,  which  will 
only  permit  him  to  fee  in  a flraight  direction. 

Spots  or  J pecks  on  the  eyes  are  generally  the  effect 
of  inflammation,  and  often  appear  after  the  fmall- 
pox,  the  meafles,  or  violent  ophthalmias.  They  are 
very  difficult  to  cure,  and  often  occafion  total 
blindnefs.  If  the  fpecks  are  foft  and  thin,  they 
may  fometimes  be  taken  off  by  gentle  cauflics  and 
difcutients •,  as  vitriol,  the  juice  of  celandine,  &c. 
When  thefe  do  not  fucceed,  a furgical  operation 
may  be  tried:  the  fuccefs  of  this  however  is  al- 
ways very  doubtful. 

The  blood-Jhot  eye  may  be  occafioned  by  a ftroke, 
a fall,  retching,  vomiting,  violent  coughing,  &c. 

* In  both  thefe  cafes  electricity  merits  a trial. 

3 I have 
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I have  frequently  known  it  happen  to  children  in 
the  hooping-cough.  It  appears  at  firft  like  a bit  of 
fcar'le  t,  and  is  afterwards  of  a livid  or  blackifh  co- 
lour. This  dilorder  generally  goes  off  without 
medicine.  Should  it  prove  obftinate,  the  patient 
maybe  bled,  and  have  his  eyes  fomented  with  a 
decofiion  of  comphry  roots  and  elder  flowers.  A 
foft  poultice  may  be  applied  to  the  eyes;  and  the 
body  fhould  be  kept  open  by  gentle  purgatives. 

The  watery  or  weeding  eye , is  generally  occa- 
floned  by  a relaxation  or  weaknefs  of  the  glandular 
parts  of  that  organ.  Thefe  may  be  braced  and 
flrengthened  by  bathing  the  eye  with  brandy  and 
water,  Hungary-water,  rofe- water,  with  white  vi- 
triol diflolved  in  it,  &c.  Medicines  which  make 
a revulflon  are  likewife  proper;  as  mild  purga- 
tives, perpetual  blifters  on  the  neck,  bathing  the 
feet  frequently  in  lukewarm  water,  &c. 

When  this  difeafe  proceeds  from  an  obflruclion 
of  the  lachrymal  duft,  or  natural  paflfage  of  the 
tears,  it  is  called  a fiftula  lachrymalis , and  can  only 
be  cured  by  a furgical  operation*. 

OF  THE  EAR. 

The  fun&ions  of  the  ear  may  be  injured  by 
wounds,  ulcers,  or  any  thing  that  hurts  its  fabric. 
The  hearing  may  likewife  be  hurt  by  exoeffive  noife; 
violent  colds  in  the  head;  fevers;  hard  wax,  or 
other  fubftances  flicking  in  the  cavity  of  the  ear; 
too  great  a degree  of  moifture  or  drynefs  of  the  ear. 
Deafnefs  is  very  often  the  effeft  of  old  age,  and  is 
incident  to  moft  people  in  the  decline  of  life. 
Sometimes  it  is  owing  to  an  original  fault  in  the 
ftru&ure  or  formation  of  the  ear  itfelf.  When  this 
Is  the  cafe,  it  admits  of  no  cure;  and  the  unhappy 

* A weeping  or  watery  eye  is  often  the  mark  of  a fcrophulous 

habit. 

pcrfon 
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perfoa  not  only  continues  deaf,  but  generally  like- 
wife  dumb,  for  life*. 

When  deafnefs  is  the  effed  of  wounds  or  ulcers 
of  the  ears,  or  of  old  age,  it  is  not  eafily  removed. 
When  it  proceeds  from  cold  of  the  head,  the  patient 
muft  be  careful  to  keep  his  head  warm,  efpecially 
in  the  night;  he  fhould  likewife  take  fome  gentle 
purges,  and  keep  his  feet  warm,  and  bathe  them 
frequently  in  lukewarm  water  at  bed-time.  When 
deafnefs  is  the  effedt  of  a fever,  it  generally  goes 
off  after  the  patient  recovers.  If  it  proceeds  from 
dry  wax  (licking  in  the  ears,  it  may  be  foftened 
by  dropping  oil  into  them;  afterwards  they  muft 
be  fyringed  with  warm  milk  and  water. 

* Though  thofe  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  born  deaf  are 
generally  fufFered  to  continue  dumb,  and  confequently  are  in  a 
great  meafurcvlofl  to  fociety,  yet  nothing  is  more  certain  than  that 
fuch  perfons  maybe  taught  not  only  to  read  and  write,  but  alfoto 
fpeak,  and  to  underftand  what  others  fay  to  them.  Teaching  the 
dumb  to  fpeak  will  appear  paradoxical  to  thofe  who  do  not  con- 
fider  that  the  formation  of  founds  is  merely  mechanical,  and  may 
be  taught  without  the  affiltance  of  the  ear.  This  is  not  only  ca- 
pable of  demon  ftration,  but  is  actually  reduced  to  practice  by  the 
ingenious  Mr.  Thomas  Braidvvood  of  Edinburgh.  This  gentle- 
man has,  by  the  mere  force  of  genius  and  application,  brought 
the  teaching  of  dumb  perfons  to  i uch  a degree  of  perfection,  that 
his  fcholars  are  generally  more  forward  in  their  education  than 
thofe  of  the  fame  age  who  enjoy  all  their  faculties.  They  not 
only  read  and  write  with  the  utmofi  readinefs,  but  likewife  J peak , 
and  are  capable  of  holding  converfation  with  any  perfon  in  the 
light.  What  a pity  any  of  the  human  fpecies  fhould  remain  in  a 
ftate  of  idiotifm,  who  are  capable  of  being  rendered  as  ufeful  and 
intelligent  as  others!  We  mention  this  not  only  from  humanity 
to  thole  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  born  deaf,  but  alfo  in 
juftice  to  Mr.  Braid  wood,  whofe  fuccefs  has  far  exceeded  all 
former  attempts  this  way;  and  indeed  it  exceeds  imagination  it- 
felf  fo  far,  that  no  perl'on  who  has  not  feen  and  examined  bis 
pupils,  can  believe  what  they  are  capable  of. — As  this  gentle- , 
man,  however  willing,  is  only  able  to  teach  a few,  and  as  the 
far  greater  part  of  thofe  who  are  born  deaf  cannot  afford  to 
attend  him,  it  would  be  an  ad  of  great  humanity,  as  well  as 
of  public  utility,  to  ereCl  an  academy  for  their  benefit. 


If 


4$2  OF  THE  EAR. 

If  deafnefs  proceeds  from  drynefs  of  the  ears, 
which  may  be  known  by  looking  into  them,  half 
an  ounce  of  the  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  and  the 
fame  quantity  of  liquid  apodeldoch,  or  tin&ure  of 
afafoetida,  may  be  mixed  together,  and  a few  drops 
of  it  put  into  the  ear  every  night  at  bed-time, 
flopping  thern  afterwards  with  a little  wool  or  cot- 
ton. Some,  inftead  of  oil,  put  a fmall  fiice  of  the 
fat  of  bacon  into  each  ear,  which  is  faid  to  anfwer 
the  purpofe  very  well.  When  the  ears  abound  with 
moiflure,  it  may  be  drained  off  by  an  iflue  or  fe- 
ton,  which  fhould  be  made  as  near  the  afFedled 
parts  as  poflible. 

Some,  for  the  cure  of  deafnefs,  recommend  the 
gall  of  an  eel  m^xed  with  fpirit  of  wine,  to  be 
dropped  into  the  ear;  others,  equal  parts  of  Hun- 
gary-water  and  fpirit  of  lavender.  Etmuller  ex- 
tols amber  and  mufk;  and  Brookes  A vs,  he  has 
often  known  hardnefs  of  hearing  cured  by  putting 
a grain  or  two  of  mufk  into  the  ear  with  cotton-  • 
wool.  But  thefe  and  other  applications  mui  be 
varied  according  to  the  caufe  of  the  diforder*. 

Though  fuch  applications  may  fometimes  be  of 
fervice,  yet  they  much  oftner  fail,  and  frequently 
they  do  hurt.  Neither  the  eyes  nor  ears  ought  to 
be  tampered  with;  they  are  tender  organs,  and  re- 
quire a very  delicate  touch.  For  this  reafon,  what 
we  would  chiefly  recommend  in  deafnefs,  is,  to  keep 
the  head  warm.  From  whatever  caufe  the  diforder 
proceeds,  this  is  always  proper;  and  I have  known 
more  benefit  from  it  alone,  in  the  mod  obflinate 

* A gentleman,  on  whofe  veracity  lean  depend,  told  me,  that 
after  ufing  many  things  to  no  purpofe  for  an  obflinate  deafnefs, 
he  was  at  iafl  advifed  to  put  a few  drops  of  his  own  urine  warm 
into  his  ears  every  night  and  morning,  from  which  he  received 
great  benefit.  It  is  probable  that  a folution  of  fal  ammoniac,  in. 
water,  *would  produce  the  fame  effedt. 
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cafes  of  deafnefs,  than  from  all  the  medicines  I 
ever  ufed*. 

OF  THE  TASTE  AND  SMELL. 

Though  thefe  fenfes  are  not  of  fo  great  import* 
ance  to  man  in  a ftate  of  Society,  as  the  fight  and 
hearing;  yet,  as  the  lofs  of  them  is  attended  with* 
fome  inconveniency,  they  deferve  our  notice.  They 
are  feldom  to  be  reftored  when  loft;  which  ought 
to  make  us  very  attentive  to  their  preservation,  by 
carefully  avoiding  whatever  may  in  the  leaft  prove 
injurious  to  them.  As  there  is  very  great  affinity 
between  the  organs  of  tailing  and  Smelling,  what- 
ever hurts  the  one  generally  affedis  the  other. 

Luxury  is  highly  injurious  to  thefe  organs. 
When  the  nofe  and  palate  are  frequently  ftimu- 
lated  by  fragrant  and  poignant  diffies,  they  foon 
iofe  the  power  of  diftinguilhing  taftes  and  odours 
with  any  degree  of  nicety.  Man,  in  a ftate  of 
nature,  may  perhaps  have  thefe  faculties  as  acute 
as  any  other  animal. 

The  fenfe  of  Smelling  may  be  diminiftied  or  de- 
ftroyed  by  difeafes;  as,  the  moifture,  drynefs,  in- 
flammation or  Suppuration  of  that  membrane  which 
lines  the  infide  of  the  nofe,  commonly  called  the 
olfaflory  membrane;  the  compreffion  of  the  nerves 
which  Supply  this  membrame,  or  fome  fault  in  the 
brain  itfelf  at  their  origin.  A defed,  or  too  great 
a degree  of  Solidity,  of  the  Small  Spungy  bones  of 
the  upper  jaw,  the  caverns  of  the  forehead,  &c. 
may  likewife  impair  the  fenfe  of  imelling.  It  may 
alfo  be  injured  by  a collection  of  foetid  matter  in 
thofe  caverns,  which  keeps  conftantly  exhaling 
from  them.  Few  things  are  more  hurtful  to  the 
fenfe  of  Smelling  than  taking  great  quantities  of 
fnufr. 

# An  obflinate  deafnefs  has  been  cured  by  electricity. 

'<■*  When 
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When  the  nofe  abounds  with  moifture,  aftef 
gentle  evacuations,  fuch  things  as  tend  to  take  off 
irritation,  and  coagulate  the  thin  fharp  ferum,  may 
be  applied;  as  the  oil  of  annife  mixed  with  fine 
flour;  camphire  diffolved  in  oil  of  almonds,  &c. 
The  vapours  of  amber,  frankincenfe,  gum-maflic, 
and  benjamin,  may  likewife  be  received  into  the 
nofe  and  mouth. 

For  moiflening  the  mucus  when  it  is  too  dry, 
fome  recommend  fnuff  made  of  the  leaves  of  mar- 
joram, mixed  with  the  oil  of  amber,  marjoram 
and  annifeed;  or  a fternutatory  of  calcined  white 
vitriol;  twelve  grains  of  which  may  be  mixed  with 
two  ounces  of  marjoram-water,  and  filtrated.  The 
lleam  or  vapour  of  vinegar  upon  hot  iron  received 
up  the  noflrils  is  likewife  of  ufe  for  fofcening  the 
mucus,  opening  obfiruClions,  &c. 

If  there  is  an  ulcer  in  the  nofe,  it  ought  to  be 
dreffcd  with  fome  emollient  ointment,  to  which,  if 
the  pain  be  very  great,  a little  laudanum  may  be 
added.  If  it  be  a veneral  ulcer,  it  is  not  to  be 
cured  without  mercury.  In  that  cafe,  the  folution 
of  the  corrofive  fublimate  in  brandy  may  be  taken, 
as  diredled  in  the  gutta  ferena.  The  ulcer  ought 
likewife  to  be  walked  with  it;  and  the  fumes  of  cin- 
nabar may  be  received  up  the  noflrils. 

If  there  be  reafon  to  fufpedt  that  the  nerves 
which  fupply  the  organs  of  duelling  are  inert,  or 
want  flimulating,  volatile  falts,  flrong  fnufFs,  and 
other  things  which  oceafion  fneezing,  may  be  ap- 
plied to  the  nofe.  The  forehead  may  likewife  be 
anointed  with  balfam  of  Peru,  to  which  may  be 
added  a little  of  the  oil  of  amber. 

The  tafte  may  be  diminiihed  by  crufts,  filth, 
mucus,  apthas,  pellicles,  warts,  &c.  covering  the 
tongue : it  may  be  depraved  by  a fault  of  the  laiiva, 
which,  being  dii’charged  into  the  mouth,  gives  the 

9 fame 
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fame  fenfations  as  if  the  food  which  the  perfon  takes 
had  really  a bad  tafte;  or  it  may  be  entirely  de~ 
ftroyed  by  injuries  done  to  the  nerves  of  the  tongue 
and  palate.  Few  things  prove  more  hurtful  either 
to  the  fenfe  of  lading  or  fmelling  than  obftinate 
colds,  efpecially  thole  which  affedt  the  head. 

When  the  tafte  is  diminifhed  by  filth,  mucus, 
&c.  the  tongue  ought  to  be  feraped,  and  frequently 
wafhed  with  a mixture  of  water,  vinegar^  and  ho- 
ney, or  fome  other  detergent.  When  the  faliva  is 
vitiated,  which  feldom  happens  unlefs  in  fevers  or 
other  difeafes,  the  curing  of  the  diforder  is  the 
cure  of  this  fyrbptom.  To  relieve  it  however  in  the 
mean  time,  the  following  things  may  be  of  ufes 
If  there  be  a bitter  tafte,  it  may  be  taken  away  by 
vomits,  purges,  and  other  things  which  evacuate 
bile.  What  is  called  a nidorous  tafte,  ariflng  from 
putrid  humours,  is  corrected  by  the  juice  of  ci- 
trons, oranges,  and  other  acids.  A fak  tafte  is 
cured  by  plentiful  dilution  with  watery  liquors.  An 
acid  tafte  is  deftroyed  by  abforbents,  and  alkaline 
falts,  as  powder  of  oyfter  fhells,  fait  of  worm- 
wood, &c. 

When  the  fenfibility  of  the  nerves  which  fupply 
the  organs  of  tafte  is  diminifhed,  the  chewing  of 
horfe-radifh,  or  other  ftimulating  fubftances,  will 
help  to  recover  it. 

OF  THE  TOUCH, 

The  fenfe  of  touching  may  be  hurt  by  any  thing 
that  obftrudts  the  nervous  influence*  or  prevents  its 
being  regularly  conveyed  to  the  organs  of  touch- 
ing; as  preflure,  extreme  cold,  &c.  It  may  like- 
wife  be  hurt  by  too  great  a degree  of  lenfibility. 
When  the  nerve  is  not  fufticiently  covered  by  the 

H h cuticle 
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cuticle  or  fcarf-fkin,  or  where  there  is  too  great  a 
tenfion  of  it,  or  it  is  too  delicate.  Whatever  dif- 
orders  the  fundtions  of  the  brain  and  nerves,  hurts 
the  fenfe  of  touching.  Hence  it  appears  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  fame  general  caufes  as  palfy  and 
apoplexy,  and  requires  nearly  the  fame  method  of 
treatment. 

In  a Jlupor , or  defedt  of  touching,  which  arifes 
from  an  obftrudtion  of  the  cutaneous  nerves,  the 
patient  muft  firft  be  purged;  afterwards  fuch  me- 
dicines as  excite  the  adlion  of  the  nerves,  or  fti- 
muiate  the  fyftem,  may  be  ufed.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  the  fpirit  of  hartihorn,  Jal  volatile  oleojum , 
horfe-radifli,  &c.  may  be  taken  inwardly ; the  dif- 
ordered  parts,  at  the  fame  time,  may  be  frequently 
rubbed  with  frefh  nettles  or  fpirit  of  Jal  ammoniac . 
Bliftering-plaftersand  fmapifms  applied  to  the  parts 
will  likewife  be  of  ufe,  as  alfo  warm  bathing,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  natural  hot  baths. 


CHAP.  XLV. 

OF  A SCIRRHUS  AND  CANCER. 

A SCIRRHUS  is  a hard  indolent  tumour  ufually 
feated  in  fome  of  the  glands;  as  the  breads,  the 
arm-pits,  &c.  If  the  tumour  becomes  large,  un- 
equal, of  a livid,  blackifh,  or  leaden  colour,  and  is 
attended  with  violent  pain,  it  gets  the  name  of  an 
occult  cancer.  When  the  fkin  is  broken,  and  a 
Janies  or  ichorus  matter  of  an  abominably  foetid 
fmell  is  difcharged  from  the  fore,  it  is  called  an 
open  or  ulcerated  cancer.  Perfons  after  the  age  of 
forty-five,  particularly  women,  and  thofe  who  lead 
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an  indolent  fedentary  life,  are  mod  fubje£t  to  this 
difeafe. 

CAUSES. This  difeafe  is  often  owing  to 

fuppreffed  evacuations;  hence  it  proves  fo  fre-> 
quently  fatal  to  women  of  a grofs  habit,  particu- 
larly old  maids  and  widows,  about  the  time  when 
the  mendrual  dux  ceafes.  It  may  likewife  be  oc- 
cafioned  by  exceffive  fear,  grief,  anger,  religious 
melancholy,  or  any  of  the  depreffing  pafllons. 
Hence  the  unfortunate,  the  choleric,  and  thofe 
perfons  who  devote  themfelves  to  a religious  life 
in  convents  or  monaderies,  are  often  affli&ed  with 
it.  It  may  alfo  be  occadoned  by  the  long-conti- 
nued ufe  of  food  that  is  too  hard  of  digedion,  or 
of  an  acrid  nature;  by  barrennefs;  celibacy;  in- 
dolence; cold;  blows*,  fridion;  preffure;  or  the 
like.  Women  often  fuffer  from  the  lad  of  thefe 
by  means  of  their  days,  which  fqueeze  and  com- 
prefs  their  bread  fo  as  to  occafion  great  mifchief. 
Sometimes  the  difeafe  is  owing  to  an  hereditary 
difpofition. 

SYMPTOMS. This  diforder  feems  often 

very  trifling  at  the  beginning.  A hard  tumour 
about  the  fize  of  a hazle-nut,  or  perhaps  fmaller, 
is  generally  the  fird  fymptom.  This  will  often 
continue  for  a long  .time  without  feeming  to  in- 
creafe,  or  giving  the  patient  great  uneafinefs;  but 
if  the  conditution  be  hurt,  or  the  tumour  irritated 
by  preffure,  or  improper  treatment  of  any  kind,  it 
begins  to  extend  itfelf  towards  the  neighbouring 
parts  by  pufhing  out  a kind  of  roots  or  limbs. 
It  then  gets  the  name  of  cancer , from  a fancied 
refemblance  between  thefe  limbs  and  the  claws  of 
a crab.  The  colour  of  the  fkin  begins  to  change, 
which  is  fird  red,  afterwards  purple,  then  bluifh, 
livid,  and  at  lad  -black.  The  patient  complains 
of  heat,  with  a burning,  gnawing,  (hooting  pain. 
The  tumour  is  very  hard,  rough,  and  unequal,  with 
♦ H h 2 a pro- 
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a protuberance,  or  rifing,  in  the  middle;  its  fize 
increafes  daily,  and  the  neighbouring  veins  become 
thick,  knotty,  and  of  a blackifh  colour. 

The  (kin  at  length  gives  way,  and  a thin  (harp 
ichor  begins  to  flow,  which  corrodes  the  neighbour- 
ing parts  till  it  forms  a large  unfightly  ulcer.  More 
occult  cancers  arife,  and  communicate  with  the 
neighbouring  glands.  The  pain  and  flench  be- 
come intolerable;  the  appetite  fails;  the  ftrength 
is  exhaufted  by  a continual  hedtic  fever;  at  laft,  a 
violent  haemorrhage,  or  difcharge  of  blood,  from 
fome  part  of  the  body,  with  faintings,  or  convul- 
fion  fits,  generally  put  an  end  to  the  miferable  pa- 
tient’s life.  * 

REGIMEN.- -The  diet  ought  to  be  light,  but 

nourifhing.  All  flrong  liquors,  and  high-feafoned 
or  falted  provifions,  are  to  be  avoided.  The  patient 
may  take  as  much  exercife  as  he  can  eafily  bear; 
and  fhould  ufe  every  method  to  divert  thought, 
and  amufe  his  fancy.  All  kinds  of  external  injury 
are  carefully  to  be  guarded  againft,  particularly  of 
the  affe&ed  part,  which  ought  to  be  defended  from 
all  preflfure,  and  even  from  the  external  air,  by  co- 
vering it  with  fur  or  foft  flannel. 

MEDICINE.-^ — This  is  one  of  thofe  difeafes 
for  which  no  certain  remedy  is  yet  known.  Its 
progrefs  however  may  fometimes  be  retarded,  and 
fome  of  its  moft  difagreeable  fymptoms  mitigated, 
by  proper  applications.  One  misfortune  attending 
the  difeafe  is,  that  the  unhappy  patient  often  con- 
ceals it  too  long.  Were  proper  means  ufed  in  due 
time,  a cancer  might  often  be  cured;  but  after  the 
diforder  has  arrived  at  a certain  height,  it  generally 
lets  all  medicine  at  defiance. 

When  a fcirrhous  tumour  is  firft  difeovered,  the 
patient  ought  to  obferve  a proper  regimen,  and  to 
take  twice  or  thrice  a-week  a dofe  of  the  common 
purging  mercurial  pill.  Some  blood  may  alfo  be 

ler> 
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let,  and  the  part  affe&ed  may  be  gently  rubbed 
twice  a-day  with  a little  of  the  mercurial  ointment, 
and  kept  warm  with  fur  or  flannel.  The  food  mud 
be  light,  and  an  Englifh  pint  of  the  decodtion  of 
woods  or  farfaparilla  may  be  drank  daily.  I have 
fometimes  difcuflfed  hard  tumours,  which  had  the 
appearance  of  beginning  cancers,  by  a courfe  of 
this  kind. 

Should  the  tumour  however  not  yield  to  this 
treatment,  but,  on  the  contrary,- become  larger  and 
harder,  it  will  be  proper  to  extirpate  it,  either  by 
the  knife  or  cauftic.  Indeed,  whenever  this  can 
be  done  with  fafety,  the  fooner  it  is  done  the  bet- 
ter. It  can  anfwer  no  purpofe  to  extirpate  a cancer 
after  the  conftitution  is  ruined,  or  the  whole  mafs 
of  humours  corrupted  by  it.  This  however  is  the 
common  way,  which  makes  the  operation  fo  feldom 
fucceed.  Few  people  will  fubmit  to  the  extirpa- 
tion till  death  flares  them  in  the  face;  whereas,  if 
it  were  done  early,  the  patient’s  life  would  not  be 
endangered  by  the  operation,  and  it  would  gene- 
rally prove  a radical  cure. 

When  the  cancer  is  fo  fltuated  that  it  cannot  be 
cut  off,  or  if  the  patient  will  net  fubmit  to  the 
operation,  fuch  medicines  as  will  mitigate  or  re- 
lieve the  mo  ft  urgent  fymptoms  may  bt  ufed.  Dr. 
Home  fays,  that  half  a grain  of  the  corroflve  fubli- 
mate  of  mercury,  diflfolved  in  a proper  quantity  of 
brandy,  and  taken  night  and  morning,  will  often  be 
of  fervice  in  cancers  of  the  face  and  nofe.  He  like- 
wife  recommends  an  infuflon  of  the  Jolanum , or 
night-fhade,  in  cancers  of  the  breafls. 

But  the  medicine  moft  in  repute  at  prefent  for 
this  difeafe  is  hemlock.  Dr.  Stork,  phyfician  an 
Vienna,  has  of  late  recommended  the  extract  of  this 
plant  as  very  efficacious  in  cancers  of  every  kind. 
The  Do&or  fays,  he  has  given  fome  hundred 
weights  of  it  without  ever  hurting  any  body,  and 
H h 3 ofteu 
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When  all  other  medicines  fail,  recourfe  mu  ft  be 
had  to  opium,  as  a kind  of  folace.  This  will  not 
indeed  cure  the  difeafe,  but  it  will  eafe  the  pa- 
tient’s agony,  and  render  life  more  tolerable  while 
It  continues. 

To  avoid  this  dreadful  diforder,  people  ought  to 
ufe  wholefome  foods  to  take  fufficient  exercife  in 
the  open  air*,  to  be  as  eafy  and  cheerful  as  pofii'ole$ 
and  carefully  to  guard  againft  all  blows,  bruifes, 
and  every  kind  of  prefTure  upon  the  breads  or  other 
glandular  parts  *. 


VERY  perfon  ought,  in  fame  meafure,  to  be 


acquainted  with  the  nature  and  cure  of  poifons. 
They  are  generally  taken  unawares,  and  their  ef-? 
feels  are  often  fo  fudden  and  violent,  as  not  to  ad- 
mit of  delay,  or  allow  time  to  procure  the  afTiftance 
of  phyficians.  Happily  indeed  no  great  degree  of 
medical  knowledge  is  here  necelfary ; the  remedies 
for  moil  poifons  being  generally  at  hand,  or  eafiiy 
obtained,  and  nothing  but  common  prudence 
needful  in  the  application  of  them. 

it  for  above  two  years,  with  manifeft  advantage;  but  being  told 
by  an  eminent  furgeon,  that  the  bark  would  not  cure  a cancer, 
and  that  the  fores  ought  not  to  be  walked,  {he  difeontinued  the 
practice,  and  died  in  a few  weeks.  This  courfe  was  not  expected 
to  cure  the^cancer,  but  to  prolong  the  patient’s  life,  which  it  evi- 
dently did  almoft  to  a miracle. 

* As  hemlock  is  the  principal  medicine  recommended  in  this 
difeafe,  we  would  have  given  feme  directions  for  the  gathering 
and  preparing  of  that  plant;  but  as  its  different  preparations  are 
now  kept  in  the  {hops,  we  think  it  much  fafer  for  people  to  get 
fbsm  there,  with  proper  directions  for  ufing  them. 
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The  vulgar  notion,  that  every  poifon  is  cured  by 
fome  counter-poifon,  as  a fpecific,  has  done  much 
hurt.  People  believe  they  can  do  nothing  for  the 
patient,  unlefs  they  know  the  particular  antidote  to 
that  kind  of  poifon  which  he  has  taken.  Whereas 
the  cure  of  all  poifons  taken  into  the  ftomach, 
without  exception,  depends  chiefly  on  difcharging 
them  as  foon  as  poffible. 

There  is  no  cafe  wherein  the  indications  of  cure 
are  more  obvious.  Poifon  is  feldom  long  in  the 
ftomach  before  it  occafions  ficknefs,  with  an  incli- 
nation to  vomit.  This  (hews  plainly  what  ought  to 
be  done.  Indeed  common  fenfe  didfates  to  every 
one,  that,  if  any  thing  has  been  taken  into  the 
ftomach  which  endangers  life,  it  ought  immediately 
to  be  difcharged.  Were  this  duly  regarded,  the 
danger  arifing  from  poifons  might  generally  be 
avoided.  The  method  of  prevention  is  obvious, 
and  the  means  are  in  the  hands  of  every  one. 

We  fhall  not  take  up  the  reader’s  time  with  a 
detail  of  the  ridiculous  notions  which  have  prevailed 
among  ignorant  people  in  different  ages  with  re- 
gard to  poifons;  neither  fhall  we  mention  the,4 
boafted  antidotes,  which  have  been  recommended 
either  for  preventing  or  obviating  their  effedts;  but 
fhall  content  ourfelves  with  pointing  out  the  poi- 
fons moft  common  in  this  country,  and  the  means 
of  avoiding  their  dangerous  confequences. 

Poifons  either  belong  to  the  mineral,  the  vege- 
table, or  the  animal  kingdom. 

Mineral  poifons  are  commonly  of  an  acrid  or 
corrofive  quality;  as  arfenic,  cobalt,  the  corrofive 
fublimate  of  mercury,  &c. 

Thofe  of  the  vegetable  kind  are  generally  of  a 
narcotic  or  ftupefadtive  quality;  as  poppy,  hem- 
lock, henbaqe,  berries  qf  the  deadly  night-fhade, 

Poifonous 
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Poifonous  animals  communicate  their  infe&ion 
either  by  the  bite  or  fling.  This  poifon  is  very 
different  from  the  former,  and  only  produces  its 
effects  when  received  into  the  body  by  a wound. 

MINERAL  POISONS.™—  Arfenic  is  the  mod 
common  of  this  clafs;  and,  as  the  whole  of  them 
are  pretty  fimilar  both  in  their  effedls  and  method 
of  cure,  what  is  faid  with  refped  to  it  will  be 
applicable  to  every  other  fpecies  of  corrofive 
poifon. 

When  a perfonehas  taken  arfenic,  he  foon  per- 
ceives a burning  heat,  and  a violent  pricking  pain 
in  his  ftomach  and  bowels,  with  an  intolerable 
third,  and  an  inclination  to  vomit.  The  tongue 
and  throat  feel  rough  and  dry;  and,  if  proper 
means  be  not  foon  adminidered,  the  patient  is 
feized  with  great  anxiety,  hiccuping,  faintings,  and 
coldnefs  of  the  extremities.  To  thefe  fucceed  black 
vomits,  foetid  dools,  with  a mortification  of  the 
domach  and  intedines,  which  are  the  immediate 
forerunners  of  death. 

On  the  fird  appearance  of  thefe  fymptoms  the 
patient  fhould  drink  large  quantities  of  new  milk 
and  fallad  oil  till  he  vomits;  or  he  may  drink 
warm  water  mixed  with  oil.  Fat  broths  are  like- 
wife  proper,  provided  they  can  be  got  ready  in 
time.  Where  no  oil  is  to  be  had,  frefh  butter  may 
be  melted  and  mixed  with  the  milk  or  water. 
Thefe  things  are  to  be  drank  as  long  as  the  incli- 
nation to  vomit  continues.  Some  have  drank  eight 
or  ten  Englifh  quarts  before  the  vomiting  ceafed; 
and  it  is  never  fafe  to  leave  off  drinking  while  one 
particle  of  the  poifon  remains  in  the  domach. 

Thefe  oily  or  fat  fubdances  not  only  provoke 
vomiting,  but  likewife  blunt  the  acrimony  of  the 
poifon,  and  prevent  wounding  the  bowels;  but 
if  they  fhould  not  make  the  perlbn  vomit,  half  a 

drachm 


OF  POISONS.  475 

drachm  or  two  fcruples  of  the  powder  of  ipecacu- 
anha muft  be  given,  or  a few  fpoonfuls  of  the  oxy- 
mel  or  vinegar  of  fquills  may  be  mixed  with  the 
water  which  he  drinks.  Vomiting  may  likewife  be 
excited  by  tickling  the  infide  of  the  throat  with  a 
feather.  Should  thefe  methods  however  fail,  half 
a drachm  of  white  vitriol,  or  five  or  fix  grains  of 
emetic  tartar,  muft  be  adminiftered. 

If  tormenting  pains  are  felt  in  the  lower  belly, 
and  there  is  reafon  to  fear  that  the  poifon  has  got 
down  to  the  inteftines,  clyfters  of  milk  and  oil  muft 
be  very  frequently  thrown  up;  and  the  patient  muft 
drink  emollient  decodtions  of  barley,  oatmeal, 
marfh-mallows,  and  fuch  like.  He  muft  likewife 
take  an  infufion  of  fenna  and  manna,  a folution  of 
Glauber’s  falts,  or  fome  other  purgative. 

After  the  poifon  has  been  evacuated,  the  patient 
ought,  for  fome  time,  to  live  upon  fuch  things  as 
are  of  a healing  and  cooling  quality;  to  abftain 
from  flefh  and  all  ftrong  liquors,  and  to  live  upon 
milk,  broth,  gruel,  light  puddings,  and  other 
fpoon  meats  of  eafy  digeftion.  His  drink  ftiould 
be  barley-water,  linfeed-tea,  or  infufions  of  any  of 
the  mild  mucilaginous  vegetables. 

VEGETABLE  POISONS,  befides  heat  and 
pain  of  the  ftomach,  commonly  occafion  fome  de- 
gree of  giddinefs,  and  often  a kind  of  ftupidity  or 
folly.  Perfons  who  have  taken  thefe  poifons  muft 
be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  for  the  mineral  or 
corrofive. 

Though  the  vegetable  poifons,  when  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  ftomach,  often  prove  fatal;  yet  the 
danger  is  generally  over  as  foon  as  they  are  dif- 
charged.  Not  being  of  fuch  a cauftic  or  corrofive 
nature,  they  are  lefs  apt  to  wound  or  inflame  the 
bowels  than  mineral  fubftances:  no  time,  however, 
ought  to  be  loft  in  having  them  difcharged. 

Opium, 
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Opium,  being  frequently  taken  by  miftake,  me- 
rits particular  attention.  It  is  ufed  as  a medicine 
both  in  a folid  and  liquid  form,  which  latter  com- 
monly goes  by  the  name  of  laudanum.  It  is  in- 
deed a valuable  medicine  when  taken  in  proper 
quantity;  but  as  an  over-dofe  proves  a flrong  poi- 
fon,  we  fhall  point  out  its  common  effedls,  together 
with  the  method  of  cure. 

An  over-dofe  of  opium  generally  occafions  great 
drowfinefs,  with  ftupor  and  other  apopk&ic  fymp- 
toms.  Sometimes  the  perfon  has  fo  great  an  incli- 
nation to  deep,  that  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  keep 
him  awake.  Every  method  mud  however  be  tried 
for  this  purpofe.  He  fhould  be  toffed,  (baked,  and 
moved  about.  Sharp  bliftering-pladers  (hould  be 
applied  to  his  legs  or  arms,  and  Simulating  medi- 
cines, as  falts  of  hartfliorn,  &c.  held  under  his 
nofe.  It  will  alfo  be  proper  to  let  blood.  At  the 
fame  time  every  method  mud  be  taken  to  make 
him  difcharge  the  poifon.  This  may  be  done  in 
the  manner  directed  above,  viz.  by  the  ufe  of 
ftrong  vomits,  drinking  plenty  of  warm  water  with 
oil,  &c. 

Mead,  befides  vomits,  in  this  cafe,  recommends 
acid  medicines  with  lixivia!  falts.  He  fays,  that  he 
has  often  given  fait  of  wormwood  mixed  with  juice 
of  lemon  in  repeated  dofes  with  great  fuccefs. 

It  the  body  fnould  remain  weak  and  languid  af- 
ter the  poifon  has  been  difcharged,  nourifhing  diet 
and  cordials  will  be  proper;  but  when  there  is 
reafon  to  fear  that  the  doinach  or  bowels  are  in- 
flamed, the  greated  circumfpedUon  is  neceffary  both 
with  regard  to  food  and  medicine. 
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ANIMALS. 

We  fhall  begin  with  the  bite  cf  a mad  dog,  as  it 
is  both  the  mod  common  and  dangerous  animal- 
poifon  in  this  country. 

The  creatures  naturally  liable  to  contra#  this  dif- 
eafe  are,  as  far  as  we  yet  know,  all  of  the  dog  kind, 
viz.  foxes,  dogs,  and  wolves.  Hence  it  is  called 
the  rabies  canina , or  dog  madnefs.  Of  the  lad  we 
have  none  in  this  idand;  and  it  fo  feldom  happens 
that  any  perfon  is  bit  by  the  fird,  that  they  fcarce 
deferve  to  be  taken  notice  of.  If  fuch  a thing 
fhould  happen,  the  method  of  treatment  is  precifely 
the  fame  as  for  the  bite  of  a mad  dog. 

The  fymptoms  of  madnefs  in  a dog  are  as  fol- 
low: At  fird  he  looks  dull,  (hews  an  averfion  to 
food  and  company:  he  does  not  bark  as  ufual,  but 
feems  to  murmur,  is  peevifb,  and  apt  to  bite  Gran- 
gers: his  ears  and  tail  droop  more  than  ufual,  and 
he  appears  drowfy:  afterwards  he  begins  to  loll  out 
his  tongue,  and  froth  at  the  mouth,  his  eyes  feem- 
ing  heavy  and  watery:  he  now,  if  not  confined, 
takes  off,  runs  panting  along  with  a kind  of  dejedled 
air,  and  endeavours  to  bite  every  one  he  meets. 
Other  dogs  are  faid  to  fly  from  him.  Some  think 
this  a certain  fign  of  madnefs,  fuppofing  that 
they  know  him  by  the  fmellj  but  it  is  not  to  be  de- 
pended on.  If  he  efcapes  being  killed,  he  feldom 
runs  above  two  or  three  days,  till  he  dies  exhaufted 
with  heat,  hunger,  and  fatigue. 

This  difeafe  is  mod  frequent  after  long,  dry,  hoc 
feafons;  and  fuch  dogs  as  live  upon  putrid  (linking 
carrion,  without  having  enough  of  frdh-water,  are 
mod  liable  to  it. 
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When  any  per  Ton  has  been  bit  by  a dog,  the 
ftri&eft  inquiry  ought  to  be  made  whether  the  ani- 
mal was  Really  mad.  Many  difagreeable  confe- 
quences  arife  from  negledting  to  ascertain  this  point. 
Some  people  have  lived  in  continual  anxiety  for 
many  years,  becaufe  they  had  been  bit  by  a dog 
which  they  believed  to  be  mad;  but,  as  he  had 
been  killed  on  the  fpot,  it  was  impoflible  to  ascer- 
tain the  fa£h  This  fhould  induce  us,  inftead  of 
killing  a dog  the  moment  he  has  bit  any  perfon,  to 
do  all  in  our  power  to  keep  him  alive,  at  lead  till 
we  can  be  certain  whether  he  be  mad  or  not. 

Many  circumftances  may  contribute  to  make 
people  imagine  a dog  mad.  He  lofes  his  matter, 
runs  about  in  queft  of  him,  is  fet  upon  by  other 
dogs,  and  perhaps  by  men.  The  creature,  thus 
frightened,  beat,  and  abufed,  looks  wild,  and  lolls 
out  his  tongue  as  he  runs  along.  Immediately  a 
crowd  is  after  him;  while  he,  finding  himfelf 
clofely  purfued,  and  taking  every  one  he  meets  for 
an  enemy,  naturally  attempts  to  bite  him  in  felf- 
defence.  He  foon  gets  knocked  on  the  head,  and 
it  pafTes  currently  that  he  was  mad,  as  it  is  then 
impoffible  to  prove  the  contrary. 

This  being  the  true  hiflory  of,  by  far,  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  dogs  which  pafs  for  mad,  is  it  any 
wonder  that  numberlefs  whimfical  medicines  have 
been  extolled  for  preventing  the  effe&s  of  their 
bite?  This  readily  accounts  for  the  great  variety  of 
infallible  remedies  for  the  bite  of  a mad  dog,  which 
are  to  be  met  with  in  almoft  every  family.  Though 
not  one  in  a thoufand  has  any  claim  to  merit,  yet 
they  are  all  fupported  by  numberlefs  vouchers. 
No  wonder  that  imaginary  difeafes  fhould  be  cured 
by  imaginary  remedies.  In  this  way,  credulous 
people  firft  impofe  upon  themfelves,  and  then  de- 
ceive others.  The  fame  medicine  which  was  fup- 
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pofed  to  prevent  the  effe&s  of  the  bite,  when  the 
dog  was  not  mad,  is  recommended  to  a perfon 
who  has  had  the  misfortune  to  be  bit  by  a dog  that 
was  really  mad.  He  takes  it,  trufts  to  it,  and  is 
undone. 

To  thefe  miftakes  we  muft  impute  the  frequent 
ill  fufccefs  of  the  medicines  ufed  for  preventing  the 
effefts  of  the  bite  of  a mad  dog.  It  is  not  owing 
fo  much,  to  a defedt  in  medicine,  as  to  wrong  ap- 
plications. I am  perfuaded,  if  proper  medicines 
were  adminiftered  immediately  after  the  bite  is  re- 
ceived, and  continued  for  a fufficient  length  of 
time,  we  fhould  not  lofe  one  in  a thoufand  of 
thofe  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  bit  by  a mad 

dog.  ... 

This  poifon  is  generally  communicated  by  a 
wound,  which  neverthelefs  heals  as  foon  as  a com- 
mon wound:  but  afterwards  it  begins  to  feel  pain- 
ful, and  as  the  pain  fpreads  towards  the  neigh- 
bouring parts,  the  perfon  becomes  heavy  and  lift- 
lefs.  His  deep  is  unquiet  with  frightful  dreams; 
he  fighs,  looks  dull,  and  loves  folitude.  Thefe 
are  the  forerunners,  or  rather  the  firft  fymptoms,  of 
that  dreadful  difeafe  occafioned  by  the  bite  of  a 
mad  dog.  But  as  we  do  not  propofe  to  treat  fully 
of  the  difeafe  itfelf,  but  to  point  out  the  method 
of  preventing  it,  we  fhall  not  take  up  time  in 
Ihewing  its  progrefs  from  the  firft  invafion  to  its 
commonly  fatal  end. 

The  common  notion,  that  this  poifon  may  lie  in 
the  body  for  many,  years,  and  afterwards  provelFa- 
tal,*  is  both  hurtful  and  ridiculous.  It  muft  ren- 
der fuch  perfons  as  have  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
bit  very  unhappy,  and  can  have  no  good  effects. 
If  the  perfon  takes  proper  medicines  for  forty  days 
after  the  time  of  his  being  bit,  and  feels  no  fymp- 
toms of  the  difeafe,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  him 
jpu,t  of  danger. 
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The  medicines  recommended  for  preventing  the 
effedts  of  the  bite  of  a mad  dog,  are  chiefly  foch 
as  promote  the  different  fecretions,  and  antifpaf- 
modics. 

Dr.  Mead  recommends  a preventive  medicine, 
which  he  fays  he  never  knew  fail,  though  in  the 
fpace  of  thirty  years  he  had  u fed  it  a thoufand 
times. 

The  Do&or’s  prefcription  is  as  follows: 

<c  Take  afh-coloured  ground  liver- wort,  cleaned, 
dried,  and  powdered,  half  an  ounce;  of  black 
pepper  powdered,  a quarter  of  an  ounce.  Mix 
thefe  well  together,  and  divide  the  powder  into 
four  doles;  one  of  which  mu  ft  be  taken  every 
morning  failing,  for  four  mornings  fucceffively,  in 
half  an  Englifh  pint  of  cows  milk  warm. 

<c  After  thefe  four  dofes  are  taken,  the  patient 
muft  go  into  the  cold  bath,  or  a cold  fpring  or 
river,  every  morning  fading,  for  a month;  he  muft 
be  dipped  all  over,  but  not  flay  in  (with  his  head 
above  water)  longer  than  half  a minute,  if  the  wa- 
ter be  very  cold.  After  this  he  muft  go  in  three 
times  a-week  for  a fortnight  longer. 

<c  The  perfon  muft  be  bled  before  he  begins  to 
ufe  the  medicine*.” 

We  fhall  next  mention  the  famous  Eaft  India 
fpecific,  as  it  is  called.  This  medicine  is  compofed 
of  cinnabar  and  mufk.  It  is  efteemed  a great  an- 
tifpafmodic;  and,  by  many,  extolled  as  an  in- 
fallible remedy  for  preventing  the  effects  of  the  bite 
of  a mad  dog. 

* Though  vve  give  this  prefcription  on  the  credit  of  Dr.  Mead, 
yet  we  would  not  advife  any  perfon,  who  has  reafoft  to  believe 
that  he  has  been  bit  by  a dog  which  was  really  mad,  to  truft  to 
it  alone.  P4ead  was  an  able  phylician,  but  he  feems  to  have 
been  no  great  philosopher,  and  was  fometimes  the  dupe  of  his 
own  credulity. 
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tf  Take  native  and  fadtitious  cinnabar,  of  each 
twenty-four  grains,  mufk  fixteen  grains.  Let  thefe 
be  made  into  a fine  powder,  and  taken  in  a glafs  of 
arrack  or  brandy.” 

This  fingle  dofe  is  faid  to  fecure  the  perfon  for 
thirty  days,  at  the  end  of  which  it  mud  be  repeated 5 
but  if  he  has  any  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  it  muff 
be  repeated  in  three  hours. 

The  following  is  likewife  reckoned  a good  anti- 
fpafmodic  medicine: 

“ Take  of  Virginian  fnake-root  in  powder  half 
a drachm,  gum  afafoetida  twelve  grains,  gum  cam- 
phire  feven  grains;  make  thefe  into  a bolus  with  a 
little  fyrup  of  faffron.” 

Camphire  may  alfo  be  given  in  the  following 
manner: 

c‘  Take  purified  nitre  half  an  ounce,  Virginian 
fnake-root  in  powder  two  drachms,  camphire  one 
drachm;  rub  them  together  in  a mortar,  and  di- 
vide the  whole  into  ten  dofes.” 

Mercury  is  likewife  recommended  as  of  great 
efficacy,  both  in  the  prevention  and  cure  of  this 
kind  of  madnefs.  When  ufed  as  a preventive,  it 
will  be  fufficient  to  rub  daily  a drachm  of  the  oint- 
ment into  the  parts  about  the  wound. 

Vinegar  is  likewife  of  confiderable  fervice,  and 
fhould  be  taken  freely,  either  in  the  patient's  food 
or  drink. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  medicines  recommended 
for  preventing  the  effedts  of  the  bite  of  a mad  dog. 
We  would  not  however  advife  people  to  truft  to 
any  one  of  them;  but  from  a proper  combination 
of  their  different  powers,  there  is  the  greateff  rea- 
fon  to  hope  for  fuccefs. 

The  great  error  in  the  ufe  of  thefe  medicines 
lies  in  not  taking  them  for  a fufficient  length  of 
rime.  They  are  ufed  more  like  charms,  than  me» 
dicines  intended  to  produce  any  change  in  the 
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body.  To  this,  and  not  to  the  insufficiency  of  the 
medicines,  we  muft  impute  their  frequent  want  of 

fuccefs. 

Dr.  Mead  fays,  that  the  virtue  of  his  medicine 
confifts'in  promoting  urine.  But  how  a poifon 
Should  be  expelled  by  urine,  with  only  three  or 
four  dofes  of  any  medicine,  however  powerful,  it  is 
not  eafy  to  conceive.  More  time  is  certainly  ne- 
celfary,  even  though  the  medicine  were  more 
powerful  than  that  which  the  Dodlor  prescribes. 

The  Eaft  India  Specific  is  ftill  more  exception- 
able on  this  account. 

As  thefe  and  mod  other  medicines,  taken  Singly, 
have  frequently  been  found  to  fail,  we  Shall  recom- 
mend the  following  courfe: 

If  a perfon  is  bit  in  a flefhy  part,  where. there  is 
no  hazard  of  hurting  any  large  blood-veffel,  the 
parts  adjacent  to  the  wound  may  be  cut  away.  But 
if  this  be  not  done  Soon  after  the  bite  has  been  re- 
ceived, it  will  be  better  to  omit  it. 

The  wound  may  be  dreffied  with  fait  and  water, 
or  a pickle  made  of  vinegar  and  fait,  and  after- 
wards dreffed  twice  a-day  with  yellow  bafflicon 
mixed  with  red  precipitate  of  mercury. 

The  patient  fhould  begin  to  ufe  either  Dr.  Mead’s 
medicine,  or  Some  of  the  others  mentioned  above. 
If  he  takes  Mead’s  medicine,  he  may  ufe  it  as  the 
Dodtor  diredts  for  four  days  fucceflively.  Let  him 
then  omit  it  for  two  or  three  days,  and  again  repeat 
the  fame  number  of  dofes  as  before. 

During  this  courfe,  he  muft  rub  into  the  parts 
about  the  wound,  daily,  one  drachm  of  the  mer- 
curial ointment.  This  may  be  done  fox  ten  or 
twelve  days  at  leaft. 

When  this  courfe  is  over,  he  may  take  a purge 
or  two,  and  wait  a few  days  till  the  effect  of  the 
mercury  be  gone  off.  He  muft  then  begin  to  ufe 
the  cold  bath,  into  which  he  may  go  every  morn- 
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ing  for  five  or  fix  weeks.  If  he  fhould  feel  cold 
and  chilly  for  a long  time  after  coming  out  of  the 
cold  bath,  it  will  be  better  to  ufe  a tepid  one,  or 
to  have  the  water  a little  warmed. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  would  advife  him  not  to 
leave  off  all  internal  medicines,  but  to  take  either 
one  of  the  bolufes  of  fnake-root,  afafcetida,  and 
camphire;  or  one  of  the  powders  of  nitre,  cam- 
phire,  and  fnake-root,  twice  a-day.  Thefe  may  be 
tiled  during  the  whole  time  he  is  bathing. 

During  the  ufe  of  the  mercurial  ointment,  the 
patient  muft  keep  within  doors,  and  take  nothing 
cold. 

A proper  regimen  muft  be  obferved  throughout 
the  whole  courfe.  The  patient  fhould  abftain  from 
flefli,  and  all  falted  and  high-feafoned  provifions. 
He  muft  avoid  ftrong  liquors,  and  live  moftly  upon 
a light  and  rather  fpare  diet.  His  mind  fhould  be 
kept  as  eafy  and  cheerful  as  poflible,  and  all  ex- 
ceffive  heat  and  violent  paffions  avoided  with  the 
utmoft  care. 

I have  never  feen  this  courfe  of  medicine,  with 
proper  regimen,  fail  to  prevent  the  hydrophobia, 
and  cannot  help  again  obferving,  that  the  want  of 
fuccefs  muft  generally  be  owing  either  to  the  appli- 
cation of  improper  medicines,  or  not  ufing  proper 
ones  for  a fufficient  length  of  time. 

Mankind  are  extremely  fond  of  every  thing  thac 
promifes  a fudden  or  miraculous  cure.  By  truft- 
ing  to  thefe  they  often  lofe  their  lives,  when  a re- 
gular courfe  of  medicine  would  have  rendered 
them  abfolutely  fafe.  This  holds  remarkably  in 
the  prefent  cafe.  Numbers  of  people,  for  example, 
believe  if  they  or  their  cattle  were  once  dipped  in  the 
fea,  it  is  fufficient;  as  if  the  fait  water  were  a charm 
again  ft  the  effe&s  of  the  bite.  This,  and  fuch  like 
\yhims,  have  proved  fatal  to  many. 
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It  is  a common  notion,  if  a perfon  be  bit  by  a 
dog  which  is  not  mad,  that,  if  he  fhould  go  mad  I 
afterwards,  the  perfon  would  be  affedted  with  the 
diforder  at  the  fame  time]  but  this  notion  is  tGO  ri- 
diculous to  deferve  a ferious  confideration.  It  is  a 
good  rule,  however,  to  avoid  dogs  as  much  as 
poffible,  as  the  difeafe  is  often  upon  them  for  fome 
time  before  its  violent  fymptoms  appear.  The  hy- 
drophobia  has  been  occafioned  by  the  bite  of  a dog 
which  fhewed  no  other  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  but  j 
liftlefTnefs  and  a fullen  difpofition. 

Though  we  do  not  mean  to  treat  fully  of  the  cure 
of  the  hydrophobia,  yet  we  are  far  from  reckoning 
it  incurable.  The  notion  that  this  difeafe  could  not 
be  cured,  has  been  productive  of  the  moll:  horrid 
confequences.  It  was  ufual  either  to  abandon  the 
unhappy  perfons,  as  foon  as  they  were  leized  with 
the  difeafe,  to  their  fate,  to  bleed  them  to  death,  or  ; 
to  fuffocate  them  between  matrafles  or  feather-beds,  ji 
&c.  This  conduct  certainly  defer ved  the  fevered  ‘ 
punifhment!  We  hope,  for  the  honour  of  human 
nature,  it  will  never  again  be  heard  of. 

I have  never  had  an  opportunity  of  treating 
this  difeafe,  and  therefore  can  fay  nothing  of  it  from 
my  own  experience ; but  the  learned  Dr.  TifTot  fays, 
it  may  be  cured  in  the  following  manner: 

i.  The  patient  mud  be  bled  to  a confiderable 
quantity)  and  this  may  be  repeated  twice,  or 
thrice,  or  even  a fourth  time,  if  circumdances 
require  it. 

a.  The  patient  (hould  be  put,  if  poffible,  into 
a warm  bath)  and  this  fhould  be  ufed  twice  a-day. 

3.  He  fhould  every  day  receive  two,  or  even  three 
emollient  clyders. 

4.  The  wound,  and  the  parts  adjoining  to  it, 
fhould  be  rubbed  with  the  mercurial  ointment  twice  j 
a- day. 

5.  The 
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5.  The  whole  limb  which  contains  the  wound 
fhould  be  rubbed  with  oil,  and  be  wrapped  up  in 
an  oily  flannel. 

6.  Every  three  hours  a dofe  of  Cob’s  powder 
fhould  be  taken  in  a cup  of  the  infuflon  of  lime- 
tree  and  elder-flowers.  This  powder  is  made,  by 
rubbing  together  in  a mortar,  to  a very  fine  pow- 
der,-of  native  and  factitious  cinnabar,  each  twenty- 
four  grains;  of  mufle,  fixteen  grains*. 

7.  The  following  bolus  is  to  be  given  every 
night,  and  to  be  repeated  in  the  morning  if  the 
patient  is  not  eafy,  walking  it  down  with  the  infu- 
flon mentioned  above:  Take  one  drachm  of  Virgi- 
nian fnake-root  in  powder;  of  camphire  and  ala- 
foetida,  ten  grains  each;  of  opium,  one  grain; 
and  with  a fuflicient  quantity  of  conierve,  or  rob 
of  elder,  make  a bolus. 

8.  If  there  be  a great  naufea  at  the  ftomach, 
with  a bitternefs  in  the  mouth,  thirty-five  or  forty 
grains  of  ipecacuanha,  in  powder,  may  be  taken 
for  a vomit. 

* 9.  The  patient’s  food,  if  he  takes  any,  mu' ft  be 
light;  as  panado,  foups  made  of  farinaceous  or 
mealy  vegetables,  &c. 

10.  If  the  patient  fhould  long  continue  weak, 
and  fubjedt  to  terrors,  he  may  take  half  a drachm 
of  the  Peruvian  bark  thrice  a-day. 

The  next  poifonous  animal  which  we  fh all  men- 
tion is  the  VIPER.  The  greafe  of  this  animal 
rubbed  into  the  wound  is  laid  to  cure  the  bite. 
Though  that  is  all  the  viper-catchers  generally  do 

* The  Ormlkirk  medicine,  as  it  is  called.  Teems  to  me  to  con- 
fid  chiefly  of  cinnabar.  Though  it  is  f'aid  to  be  infallible,  as  a 
preventive;  yet  I would  not  advife  any  one  to  trull  to  it  alone. 
Indeed  it  is  ordered  to  be  taken  in  a manner  which  gives  it  more 
the  appearance  of  a charm  than  of  a medicine.  Sareiy  if  a me- 
dicine i-s  to  produce  any  change  in  the  body,  it  mud  be  taken  for 
fome  confuierab.e  time,  and  in  futficient  quantity. 
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when  bit,  we  fhould  not  think  it  fufficient  for  the 
bite  of  an  enraged  viper.  It  would  furely  be  more 
fafe  to  have  the  wound  well  fucked*,  and  after- 
wards rubbed  with  warm  falad-oil.  A poultice  of 
bread  and  milk,  foftened  with  falad-oil,  fhould 
likewife  be  applied  to  the  wound;  and  the  patient 
ought  to  drink  freely  of  vinegar- whey,  or  water- 
gruel  with  vinegar  in  if,  to  make  him  fweat.  Vi- 
negar is  one  of  the  bell  medicines  which  can  be  ufed 
in  any  kind  of  poifon,  and  ought  to  be  taken  very 
liberally.  If  the  patient  be  fick,  he  may  take 
a vomit.  This  courfe  will  be  fufficient  to  cure 
the  bite  of  any  of  the  poifonous  animals  of  this 
country. 

With  regard  to  poifonous  infedls,  as  the  bee,  the 
wafp,  the  hornet,  &c.  their  flings  are  feltlom  at- 
tended with  danger,  unlefs  when  a perfon  happens 
to  be  flung  by  a great  number  of  them  at  the  fame 
time;  in  which  cafe  fomething  fhould  be  done  to 
abate  the  inflammation  and  fwelling.  Some,  for 
this  purpofe,  apply  honey,  others  lay  pounded 
parfley  to  the  part.  A mixture  of  vinegar  and 
Venice  treacle  is  likewife  recommended;  but  I 
have  always  found  rubbing  the  part  with  warm  fa- 
lad-oil fucceed  very  well.  Indeed,  when  the  flings 
are  fo  numerous  as  to  endanger  the  patient's  life, 
which  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  he  mull  not  only  have 
oily  poultices  applied  to  the  part,  but  fhould  like- 

* The  practice  of  fucking  out  poifons  is  very  ancient;  and  in- 
deed nothing  can  be  more  rational.  Where  the  bite  cannot  be 
cut  out,  this  is  the  molt  likely  way  for  extrading  the  poifon. 
There  can  be  no  danger  in  performing  this  office,  as  the  poifon 
does  no  harm  unlefs  it  be  taken  into  the  body  by  a wound.  The 
perfon  who  fucks  the  wound  ought  however  to  waffi  his  mouth, 
frequently  with  falad-oil,  which  will  fecure  him  from  even  the 
leak  inconveniency.  The  Pjylli  in  Africa,  and  the  Marji  in 
Italy,  were  famed  for  curing  the  bites  of  poifonous  animals  by 
fucking  the  wound  ; and  we  are  told,  that  the  Indians  in  North 
America  p radii fe  the  fame  a;  this  cay, 
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wife  be  bled,  and  take  fome  cooling  medicines,  as 
nitre,  or  cream  of  tartar,  and  fhould  drink  plenti- 
fully of  diluting  liquors. 

It  is  the  happinefs  of  this  ifland  to  have  very  few 
poifonous  animals,  and  thofe  which  we  have  are  by 
no  means  of  the  mod  virulent  kind.  Nine-tenths 
of  the  effects  attributed  to  poifon  or  venom  in  this 
country,  are  really  other  difeafes,  and  proceed  from 
quite'  different  caufes. 

We  cannot  however  make  the  fame  obfervation 
with  regard  to  poifonous  vegetables.  Thefe  abound 
every  where,  and  prove  often  fatal  to  the  ignorant 
and  unwary.  This  indeed  is  chiefly  owing  to  care- 
leffnefs.  Children  ought  early  to  be  cautioned 
againft  eating  any  kind  of  fruit,  roots,  or  berries, 
which  they  do  not  know,  and  all  poifonous  plants 
to  which  they  can  have  accefs,  ought,  as  far  as 
poffible,  to  be  deftroyed.  This  would  not  be  fo 
difficult  a tafk  as  fome  people  imagine. 

Poifonous  plants  have  no  doubt  their  ufe,  and 
they  ought  to  be  propagated  in  proper  places;  but, 
as  they  prove  often  deftrudtive  to  cattle,  they  fhould' 
be  rooted  out  of  all  paffure-grounds.  They  ought 
likewife,  for  the  fafety  of  the  human  fpecies,  to  be 
deftroyed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  all  towns  and 
villages;  which,  by  the  bye,  are  the  places  where 
they  moft  commonly  abound.  I have  feen  the  poi- 
fonous hemlock,  henbane,  wolfsbane,  and  deadly 
night- (hade,  all  growing  within  the  environs  of  a 
fmail  town,  where,  though  fever al  perfons,  within 
the  memory  of  thofe  living  in  it,  had  loft  their 
lives  by  one  or  other  of  thefe  plants,  yet  no  me- 
thod, that  I could  hear  of,  had  ever  been  taken  to 
root  them  out;  though  this  might  be  done  at  a 
very  trifling  expence. 

Seldom  a year  paffes  but  we  have  accounts  of  fe- 
veral  perfons  poifoned  by  eating  hemlock-roots 
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indead  of  parfnips,  or  fome  kinds  of  fungus  which 
thay  had  gathered  for  mu fh rooms.  Thefe  examples 
ought  to  put  people  upon  their  guard  with  refpeft 
to  the  former,  and  to  put  the  latter  entirely  out  of 
life.  Mufhrooms  may  be  a delicate  difb,  but  they 
are  a dangerous  one,  as  they  are  generally  gathered 
by  perfons  who  do  not  know  one  kind  of  fungus 
from  another,  and  take  every  thing  for  a mulhroom 
which  has  that  appearance. 

We  might  here  mention  many  other  plants  and 
animals  of  a poifonous  nature  which  are  found  in 
foreign  countries;  but,  as  our  obfervations  are 
chiefly  intended  for  this  ifland,  we  fnall  pafs  thefe 
over.  It  may  not  however  be  amifs  to  obferve, 
for  the  benefit  of  fuch  of  our  countrymen  as  go  to 
America,  that  an  effeflual  remedy  is  now  faid  to  be 
found  for  the  bite  of  the  rattle-fnake. — The  pre- 
fcription  is  as  follows:  Take  of  the  roots  of  plan- 
tain and  horehound,  in  fummer,  roots  and  branches 
together,  a fufficient  quantity;  bruife  them  in  a 
mortar,  and  fqueeze  out  the  juice,  of  which  give, 
as  foon  as  poflible,  one  large  fpoonful;  if  the  pa- 
tient be  fwelled,  you  muft  force  it  down  his  throat. 
This  generally  will  cure;  but,  if  he  finds  no  relief 
in  an  hour  after,  you  may  give  another  fpoonful, 
which  never  fails. — -If  the  roots  are  dried,  they 
mufi:  be  moiftened  with  a little  water.  To  the 
wound  may  be  applied  a leaf  of  good  tobacco 
moiftened  with  rum. 

We  give  this  upon  the  faith  of  Dr.  Brookes, 
who  fays  it  was  the  invention  of  a negro;  for  the 
difcovery  of  which  he  had  his  freedom  purchafed, 
and  a hundred  pounds  per  annum  fettled  upon  him 
during  life,  by  the  General  Afiembly  of  Caro- 
lina. 

It  is  poflible  there  may  be  in  nature  fpecific  reme- 
dies for  every  kind  of  poifon;  but  as  we  have  very 
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little  faith  in  any  of  thofe  which  have  yet  been  pre- 
tended to  be  difcovered,  we  fhall  beg  leave  again 
to  recommend  the  mod  ftridt  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing rules,  viz.  That  when  any  poifonous  fub- 
ilance  has  been  taken  into  the  ftomach,  it  ought,  as 
foon  as  poflible,  to  be  difcharged  by  vomits,  clyf- 
ters,  and  purges;  and,  when  poifon  has  been  re- 
ceived into  the  body  by  a wound,  that  it  be  ex- 
pelled by  medicines  which  promote  the  different 
lecretions,  efpecially  thofe  of  fweat,  urine,  and  in- 
fenfible  perfpiration ; to  which  maybe  joined  an- 
tifpafmodics,  or  fuch  medicines  as  take  off  tenfion 
and  irritation;  the  chief  of  which  are  opium,  mufk, 
camphire,  and  afafcetida. 


C H A P.  XLVII. 

OF  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

TN  the  firffc  edition  of  this  book  the  venereal  dif- 
A eafe  was  omitted.  The  reafons  however  which 
at  that  time  induced  me  to  leave  it  out,  have  upon 
more  mature  confideration  vanifhed.  Bad  confe- 
quences,  no  doubt,  may  arife  from  ignorant  per- 
fons  tampering  with  medicine  in  this  diforder;  but 
the  danger  from  th*t  quarter  feems  to  be  more  than 
balanced  by  the  great  and  folid  advantages,  which 
muft  arife  to  the  patient  from  an  early  knowledge 
of  his  cafe,  and  an  attention  to  a plan  of  regimen, 
which,  if  it  does  not  cure  the  difeafe,  will  be  fure 
to  render  it  more  mild,  and  lefs  hurtful  to  the  con- 
ftitution. 

It  is  peculiarly  unfortunate  for  the  unhappy  per- 
fons  who  contract  this  difeafe,  that  it  lies  under  a 
fort  of  difgrace.  This  renders  difguife  neceffary, 
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and  makes  the  patient  either  conceal  his  diforder 
altogether,  or  apply  to  thofe  who  promife  a fuddert 
and  fecret  cure;  but  who  in  fad  only  remove  the 
fymptoms  for  a time,  while  they  fix  the  difeafe 
deeper  in  the  habit.  By  this  means  a flight  infec- 
tion, which  might  have  been  eafily  removed,  is 
often  converted  into  an  obflinate,  and  fometimes 
incurable  malady. 

Another  unfavourable  circumffance  attending 
this  difeafe  is,  that  it  affumes  a variety  of  different 
fb.apes,  and  may  with  more  propriety  be  called  an 
affemblage  of  difeafes,  than  a finale  one.  No  two 
difeafes  can  require  a more  different  method  of 
treatment' than  this  does  in  its  different  ffages. 
Hence  the  folly  and  danger  of  truffing  to  any  par- 
ticular noffrum  for  the  cure  of  it.  Such  noffrums 
are  however  generally  adminiftered  in  the  fame  man- 
ner to  all  who  apply  for  them,  without  the  lead 
regard  to  the  date  of  the  difeafe,  the  conftitution 
of  the  patient,  the  degree  of  infedion,  and  a thou- 
fand  other  circumffances  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance. 

Though  the  venereal  difeafe  is  generally  the  fruit 
of  unlawful  embraces,  yet  it  may  be  communicated 
to  the , innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty.  Infants, 
nurfes,  midwives,  and  married  women  whole  huf- 
bands  lead  diffolute  lives,  are  often  affeded  with 
it,  and  frequently  lofe  their  lives  by  not  being 
aware  of  their  danger  in  due  time.  The  unhappy 
condition  of  fuch  perfons  will  certainly  plead  our 
excufe,  if  any  excufe  be  neceffary,  for  endeavour- 
ing to  point  out  the  fymptoms  and  cure  of  this  too 
com  m o n d i fe  a fe . 

To  enumerate  all  its  different  fymptoms,  how- 
ever, and  to  trace  the  difeafe  minutely  through  its 
various  ffages,  would  require  a much  larger  ipace 
than  falls  to  this  part  of  my  fubjed  ; I fhail  there- 
fore coniine  my  obfcrvations  chiefly  to  circum- 
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fiances  of  importance,  omitting  fuch  as  are  either 
trifling,  or  which  occur  but  feldom.  I fhall  like- 
wife  pafs  over  the  hidory  of  the  difeafe,  with  the 
different  methods  of  treatment  which  it  has  under- 
gone fince  it  was  firft  introduced  into  Europe,  and 
many  other  circumftances  of  a fimilar  nature;  all 
of  which,  though  they  might  tend  to  amufe  the 
reader,  yet  could  afford  him  little  or  no  ufeful 
knowledge. 

OF  THE  VIRULENT  GONORRHCEA. 

* 

The  virulent  gonorrhoea  is  an  involuntary  dif- 
charge  of  infe&ious  matter  from  the  parts  of  ge- 
neration in  either  fex.  It  generally  makes  its  ap- 
pearance within  eight  or  ten  days  after  the  infec- 
tion has  been  received : fometimes  indeed  it  ap- 
pears in  two  or  three  days,  and  at  other  times  not 
before  the  end  of  four  or  five  weeks.  Previous  to 
the  difcharge,  the  patient  feels  an  itching  with  a 
fmall  degree  of  pain  in  the  genitals.  Afterwards 
a thin  glary  matter  begins  to  didil  from  the  uri- 
nary paffage,  which  ftains  the  linen,  and  occafions 
a fmall  degree  of  titillation,  particularly  in  the 
time  of  making  water;  this  gradually  increafing, 
arifes  at  length  to  a degree  of  heat  and  pain,  which 
are  chiefly  perceived  about  the  extremity  of  the 
urinary  paffage,  where  a flight  degree  of  rednefs 
and  inflammation  likewife  begin  to  appear. 

As  the  diforder  advances*  the  pain,  heat  of 
urine,  and  running,  increafe,  while  frefh  fy imp- 
ly ms  daily  enfue.  In  men  the  erections  become 
painful  and  involuntary,  and  are  more  frequent 
and  lading  than  when  natural.  This  fymptom  is 
mod  troublefome  when  the  patient  is  warm  in 
bed.  The  pain  which  was  at  flrd  only  perceived 
towards  the  extremity,  now  begins  to  reach  all 

up 
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up  the  urinary  paffage,  and  is  mod  intenfe  juft 
after  the  patient  has  done  making  water.  The  run- 
ning gradually  recedes  from  the  colour  of  feed, 
grows  yellow,  and  at  length  puts  on  the  appearance 
of  mucus. 

When  the  diforder  has  arrived  at  its  height,  all 
the  fvmptoms  are  more  intenfe;  the  heat  of  urine 
is  fb  great,  that  the  patient  dreads  the  making  wa- 
ter; and  though  he  feels  a conftant  inclination  this 
way,  yet  it  is  rendered  with  the  greateft  difficulty, 
and' often  only  by  drops:  the  involuntary  eredlions 
now  become  extremely  painful  and  frequent;  there 
is  alfo  a pain,  heat,  and  fenfe  of  fulnefs  about  the 
feat,  and  the  running  is  plentiful  and  fharp,  of  a 
brown,  greenifh,  and  fometimes  of  a bloody  co- 
lour. 

By  a proper  treatment  the  violence  of  the  fyrnp- 
toms  gradually  abates;  the  heat  of  urine  goes  off; 
the  involuntary  and  painful  erections,  and  the  heat 
and  pain  about  the  feat,  become  eafier ; the  run  - 
ning alfo  gradually  decreafes,  grows  whiter  and 
thicker,  till  at  laft  it  entirely  difappears. 

By  attending  to  thefe  fymptoms,  the  gonorrhoea 
may  be  generally  diftinguiffied  from  any  other  dif- 
eafe.  1 here  are  however  fome  few  diforders  for 
which  it  may  be  miftaken,  as  an  ulcer  in  the  kid- 
nies  or  bladder,  the  fluor  albus  or  whites  in  women, 
&c.  But  in  the  former  of  thefe,  the  matter  comes 
away  only  with  the  urine?  or  when  the  fphindter  of 
the  bladder  is  open;  whereas  in  a gonorrhoea,  the 
difeharne  is  conftant.  The  latter  is  more  difficult 
to  diftinguiffi,  and  muft  be  known  chiefly  from 
its  effects,  as  pain,  communicating  the  infedtion, 
<kc. 

REGIMEN.— —When  a perfon  has  reafon  to 
fufpedt  that  he  has  caught  the  venereal  infedtion,  he 
ought  mo  ft  ftridlly  to  obferve  a cooling  regimen, 
to  avoid  every  thing  of  a heating  nature,  as  wines, 
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fpirituous  liquors,  rich  fauces,  fpiced,  falted,  high- 
feafoned  and  fmoke-dried  provifions,  &c.  as  aifo 
all  aromatic  and  ftimulating  vegetables,  as  onions* 
garlic,  (ballot,  nutmeg,  muftard,  cinnamon,  mace, 
ginger,  and  fuch  like.  His  food  ought  chiefly  to 
confifl:  of  mild  vegetables,  milk,  broths,  light 
puddings,  panado,  gruels,  &c.  His  drink  may 
be  barley  water,  milk  and  water,  decodtions  cf 
marffi-mallows  and  liquorice,  linfeed-tea,  or  clear 
whey.  Of  thefe  he  ought  to  drink  plentifully. 
Violent  exercife  of  all  kinds,  efpecially  riding  on 
horfeback,  and  venereal  pleafures,  are  to  be  avoid- 
ed. The  patient  muft  beware  of  cold,  and  when 
the  inflammation  is  violent,  he  ought  to  keep  his 
bed. 

MEDICINE. A virulent  gonorrhoea  cannot 

always  be  cured  fpeedily  and  efFedtuaily  at  the  fame 
time.  The  patient  ought  therefore  not  to  expedf, 
nor  the  phyflcian  to  promife  it.  It  will  often  con- 
tinue for  two  or  three  weeks,  and  fometimes  for 
five  or  fix,  even  where  the  treatment  has  been  very 
proper. 

Sometimes  indeed  a flight  infection  may  be  car- 
ried off  in  a few  days,  by  bathing  the  parts  in  warm 
milk  and  water,  and  injecting  frequently  up  the 
urethra  a little  fweet  oil  or  linfeed-tea  about  the 
warmth  of  new  milk.  Should  thefe  not  fucceejd  in 
carrying  off  the  infedlion,  they  will  at  leaf!  have  a 
tendency  to  leflen  its  virulence. 

To  effedt  a .cure,  however,  aftringent  injedtions 
will  generally  be  found  neceflary.  Thefe  may  be 
various  ways  prepared,  but  I think  thofe  made 
with  the  white  vitriol  are  both  moft  fafe  and  effica- 
cious. They  can  be  m'ade  (Longer  or  weaker  as 
circumftances  may  require;  but  it  is  bed  to  begin 
with  the  more  gentle,  and  increafe  their  power  if 
neceflary.  I generally  order  a drachm  of  white 
vitriol  to  be  diflblved  in  eight  or  nine  ounces  of 

common 
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common  or  rofe«water,  and  an  ordinary  fyringe  full 
of  it  to  be  thrown  up  three  or  four  times  a-day. 
If  this  quantity  does  not  perform  a cure,  it  may 
be  repeated,  and  the  dofe  increafed*. 

Whether  injections  be  ufed  or  not,  cooling 
purges  are  always  proper  in  the  gonorrhoea.  They 
ought  not  however  to  be  of  the  ffcrong  or  draftic 
kind.  Whatever  raifes  a violent  commotion  in  the 
body  increafes  the  danger,  and  tends  to  drive  the 
difeafe  deeper  into  the  habit.  Procuring  two  or. 
three  (tools  every  fecond  or  third' day  for  the  firft 
fortnight,  and  the  fame  number  every  fourth  or 
fifth  day  for  the  fecond,  will  generally  be  fufficient 
to  remove  the  inflammatory  fymptoms,  to  diminilh 
the  running,  and  to  change  its  colour  and  confid- 
ence. It  gradually  becomes  more  white  and  ropy 
as  the  virulence  abates f. 

When 

* Although  it  is  now  very  common  to  cure  the  gonorrhoea  by 
aftringent  injections,  there  are  flill  many  practitioners  who  do 
rot  approve  this  mode  of  practice.  I can,  however,  from  much 
experience,  affert,  that  it  is  both  the  mod  eafy,  elegant,  and  ef- 
ficacious method  of  cure;  and  that  any  bad  confequences  arifing 
from  it  mu  ft  be  owing  to  the  ignorance  or  mifconduCt  of  the  prac- 
titioner himfeif,  and  not  to  the  remedy.  Many,  for  example, 
ufe  ftrong  preparations  of  lead,  all  of  which  are  dangerous  when 
applied  to  the  internal  furfaces  of  the  body;  others  ufe  efcharo- 
tics,  which  inflame  and  injure  the  parts.  I have  known  a go- 
norrhoea actually  cured  by  an  injeClion  made  of  green-tea,  and 
would  always  recommend  gentle  methods  where  they  will  fuc- 
ceed. 

f If  the  patient  can  {wallow  a folution  of  falts  and  manna,  he 
may  take  fix  drachms,  or,  if  his  conftitution  requires  it,  an  ounce 
of  the  former,  with  half  an  ounce  of  the  latter.  Thefe  may  be 
difiolved  in  an  Englifh  pint  qf  boiling  water,  whey,  or  thin  wa- 
ter-gruel, and  taken  early  in  the  morning. 

. if  an  infufion  of  fenna  and  tamarinds  be  more  agreeable,  two 
drachms  of  the  former,  and  an  ounce  of  the  latter,  may  be  in- 
fufed  all  night  in  an  Englifh  pint  of  boiling  water.  The  infu- 
fion may  be  flrained  next  morning,  and  half  an  ounce  of  Glau- 
ber’s falts  difiolved  in  it.  A tea-cupful  of  this  infufion  may  be 
taken  every  half  hour  till  it  operates. 

I© 
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When  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  run  hig;h,|^ 
bleeding  is  always  necefiary  at  the  beginning.  This 
operation,  as  in  other  topical  inflammations,  muft 
be  repeated  according  to  the  ftrength  and  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  patient,  and  the  vehemence  and  urgency’ 
of  the  fymptoins. 

Medicines  which  promote  the  fecretion  of  urine, 
are  likewife  proper  in  this  ft  age  of  the  diforder. 
For  this  purpofe,  an  ounce  of  nitre  and  two  ounces 
of  gum-arabic,  pounded  together,  may  be  divided 
into  twenty-four  dofes,  one  of  which  may  be  taken 
frequently  in  a cup  of  the  patient’s  drink.  If  thefe 
ibould  make  him  pafs  his  urine  fo  often  as  to  be- 
come troublefome  to  him,  he  may  either  flake  them 
lefs  frequently,  or  leave  out  the  nitre  altogether, 
and  take  equal  parts  of  gum-arabic  and  cream  of 
tartar.  Thefe  may  be  pounded  together,  and  a 
tea-fpoonful  taken  in  a cup  of  the  patient’s  drink 
four  or  fiv£  times  a-day.  I have  generally  found 
this  anfwer  extremely  well  both  as  a diuretic,  and 
for  keeping  the  body  gently  open. 

When  the  pain  and  inflammation  are  feated  high 
towards  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  it  will  be  proper 
frequently  to  throw  up  an  emollient  clyfter,  which, 
befides  the  benefit  of  procuring  ftools,  will  ferve  as 
a fomentation  to  the  inflamed  parts. 

• Should  the  patient  prefer  an  ele£tuary,  the  following  will  he 
found  to  anfwer  very  well.  Take  of  the  lenitive  electuary  four 
ounces,  cream  of  tartar  two  ounces,  jalap  in  powder  two  drachms, 
rhubarb  one  drachm,  and  as  much  of  the  fyrup  of  pale  rofes  as 
will  ferve  to  make  up  the  whole  into  a foft  eleftuary.  Two  or 
three  tea-fpoonfuls  of  this  may  be  taken  over-night,  and  abo,ut  • 
the  fame  quantity  next  morning,  every  day  that  the  patient 
chufes  to  take  a purge. 

The  dofes  of  the  above  medicines  may  be  increafed  or  dimi- 
nifhed  according  as  the  patient  finds  it  necelfary.  We  have  or- 
dered the  falts  to  be  diffolved  in  a large  quantity  of  water,  be- 
came it  renders  their  operation  more  mild. 
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Soft  poultices,  when  they  can  conveniently  be 
applied  to  the  parts,  are  of  great  fervice.  They 
may  be  made  of  the  flour  of  linfeed,  or  of  wheat- 
bread  and  milk,  foftened  with  frefh  butter  or  fweet 
oil.  When  poultices  cannot  be  conveniently  ufed, 
cloths  wrung  out  of  warm  water,  or  bladders  filled 
with  warm  milk  and  water,  may  be  applied.  I 
have  often  known  the  moil  excruciating  pains,  du- 
ring the  inflammatory  date  of  the  gonorrhoea,  re- 
lieved by  one  or  other  of  thefe  applications. 

Few  things  tend  more  to  keep  off  inflammation 
in  the  fpermatic  veffels,  than  a proper  trufs  for  the 
fcrotum.  It  ought  to  be  fo  contrived  as  to  fupport 
the  tefticles,  and  fhould  be  worn  from  the  fir  ft 
appearance  of  the  dileafe  till  it  has  ceafed  fome 
weeks. 

The  above  treatment  will  fometimes  remove  the 
gonorrhoea  fo  quickly,  that  the  perfon  will  be  in 
doubt  whether  he  really  laboured  under  that  difeafe. 
This,  however,  is  too  favourable  a turn  to  be 
often  expelled.  It  more  frequently  happens,  that 
we  are  able  only  to  procure  an  abatement  or  remif- 
(ion  of  the  inflammatory  fymptoms,  fo  far  as  to 
make  it  fafe  to  have  recourfe  to  the  great  antidote 
mercury. 

Many  people,  on  the  firft  appearance  of  a gonor- 
rhoea, fly  to  the  ufe  of  mercury.  This  is  a bad 
plan.  Mercury  is  often  not  all  neceffary  in  a 
gonorrhoea;  and  when  taken  too  early,  it  does  mif- 
chief.  It  may  be  neceffary  to  complete  the  cure, 
but  can  never  be  proper  at  the  commencement  of 
it. 

When  bleeding,  purging,  fomentations,  and  the 
other  things  recommended  above,  have  eafed  the 
pain  ^foftened  the  pulfe,  relieved  the  heat  of  urine, 
and  rendered  the  involuntary  eredlions  lefs  frequent, 
the  patient  may  begin  to  ufe  mercury  in  any  form 
that  is  lead  difagreeable  to  him. 
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If  he  takes  the  common  mercurial  pill,  two  at 
night  and  one  in  the  morning  will  'be  a fufficient 
dofe  at  firft.  Should  they  affed  the  mouth  too 
much,  the  dofe  mud  be  leffenedj  if  not  at  all,  it 
may  be  gradually  increafed  to  five  or  fix  pills  in  the 
day.  If  calomel  be  thought  preferable,  two  or 
three  grains  of  it,  formed  into  a bolus  with  a little 
of  the  conferve  of  hips,  may  be  taken  at  bed-time, 
and  the  dofe  gradually  increafed.  to  eight  or  tea 
grains.  One  of  the  mod  common  preparations 
of  mercury  now  in  ufe  is  the  corrofive  fublimate. 
This  may  be  taken  in  the  manner  afterwards  re- 
commended under  the  confirmed  lues  or  pox.  I 
have  always  found  it  one  of  the  mod  fafe  and  effica- 
cious medicines  when  properly  ufed. 

The  above  medicines  may  either  be  taken  every 
day  or  every  other  day,  as  the  patient  is  able  to 
bear  them.  They  ought  never  to  be  taken  in  fuch 
quantity  as  to  raife  a falivation,  unlefs  in  a very 
flight  degree.  The  difeafe  may  be  more  fafely,  and 
as  certainly,  cured  without  a falivation  as  with  it. 
When  the  mercury  runs  off  by  the  mouth,  it  is  not 
fo  fuccefsful  in  carrying  off  the  difeafe,  as  when  it 
continues  longer  in  the  body,  and  is  difcharged 
gradually. 

Should  the  patient  be  purged  or  griped  in  the 
night  by  the  mercury,  he  mud  take  an  infufion  of 
fenna,  or  fome  other  purgative,  and  drink  freely  of 
water-gruel  to  prevent  bloody  dools,  which  are  very 
apt  to  happen  fhould  the  patient  catch  cold,  or 
if  the  mercury  has  not  been  duly  prepared.  Whea 
the  bowels  are  weak  and  the  mercury  is  apt  to 
gripe  or  purge,,  thefe  difagreeable  conlequences 
may  be  prevented  by  taking,  with  the  above  pills 
or  bolus,  half  a drachm  or  two  fcruples  of  diaf- 
cordium,  or  of  the  Japonic  confedion. 

To  prevent  the  difagreeable  circumdance  of  the 
mercury’s  affeding  the  mouth  too  much,  or  bring- 
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ing  on  a falivation,  it  may  be  combined  with  pur- 
gatives. With  this  view  the  laxative  mercurial 
pill  has  been  contrived,  the  ufual  dofe  of  which  is 
half  a drachm,  or  three  pills,  night  and  morning, 
to  be  repeated  every  other  day;  but  the  fafer  way 
is  for  the  patient  to  begin  with  two,  or  even  with 
one  pill,  gradually  increafing  the  dofe. 

To  fuch  perfons  as  can  neither  fwallow  a bolus 
nor  a pill,  mercury  may  be  given  in  a liquid  form, 
as  it  can  be  fufpended  even  in  a watery  vehicle,  by 
means  of  gum-arabic;  which  not  only  ferves  this  ! 
purpofe,  but  likewife  prevents  the  mercury  from 
affe&ing  the  mouth,  and  renders  it  in  many  refpedts 
a better  medicine*. 

It  happens  very  fortunately  for  thofe  who  cannot 
be  brought  to  take  mercury  inwardly,  and  likewife  ! 
for  perfons  whole  bowels  are  too  tender  to  bear  it, 
that  an  external  application  of  it  will  anl wer  equally 
well,  and  in  fome  refpe&s  better.  It  mull  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  mercury,  taken  inwardly  for  any 
length  of  time,  greatly  weakens  and  diforders  the 
bowels;  for  which  reafon,  when  a plentiful  ufe  of' 
it  becomes  neceflary,  we  would  prefer  rubbing  to 
the  mercurial  pills.  The  common  mercurial  or 
blue  ointment  will  anfwer  very  well.  Of  that 
which  is  made  by  rubbing  together  equal  quanti- 
ties of  hog’s-lard  and  quickfilver,  about  a drachm 
may  be  ufed  at  a time.  The  belt  time  for  rub- 
bing it  on  is  at  night,  and  the  moil  proper  place 

* Take  quickfilver  one  drachm,  gum-arabic  reduced  to  a 
mucilage  two  drachms;  let  the  quicklilver  be  rubbed  with  the 
mucilage,  in  a marble  mortar,  until  the  globules  of  mercury  en- 
tirely difappear  ; afterwards  add  gradually,  hill  continuing  the 
trituration,  half  an  ounce  of  balfamic  fyrup,  and  eight  ounce* 
of  funple  cinnamon-water.  Two  table-fpoonfuls  of  this  folu- 
tion  may  be  taken  night  and  morning.  Some  reckon  this  the 
belt  form  in  which  quickfilver  can  be  exhibited  for  the  cure  of 
a gonorrhoea. 
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the  inner  fide  of  the  thighs.  The  patient  fliould 
ftand  before  the  fire  when  he  rubs,  and  fhould  wear 
flannel  drawers  next  his  fkin  at  the  time  he  is  tiling 
the  ointment.  If  ointment  of  a weaker  or  ftronger 
kind  be  ufed,  the  quantity  mull  be  increafed  or  di- 
minilhed  in  proportion. 

If,  during  the  ufe  of  the  ointment,  the  inflame 
mation  of  the  genital  parts*  together  with  the  heat 
and  feverifhnefs,  fliould  return,  or  if  the  mouth 
fhould  grow  fore,  the  gums  tender,  and  the  breath 
become  offenfive,  a dole  or  two  of  Glauber's  fairs, 
or  fome  other  cooling  purge,  may  be  taken,  and 
the  rubbing  intermitted  for  a few  days.  As  foon, 
however,  as  the  figns  of  fpitting  are  gone  off,  if 
the  virulency  be  not  quite  corrected,  the  ointment 
mu  ft  be  repeated,  but  in  fmaller  quantities,  and  at 
longer  intervals  than  before.  Whatever  way  mer- 
cury is  adminiftered,  its  ufe  muft  be  perfifted  in 
as  long  as  any  virulency  is  fufpedted  to  remain. 

During  this,  which  may  be  called  the  fecond 
ftage  of  the  diforder,  though  fo  ftridt  a regimen 
is  not  neceflary  as  in  the  firft  or  inflammatory 
flate,  yet  intemperance  of  every  kind  muft  be 
avoided.  The  food  muft  be  light,  plain,  and  of 
eafy  digeftion;  and  the  greateft  indulgence  that 
may  be  allowed  with  refped  to  drink  is,  a little 
wine  diluted  with  a fufficient  quantity  of  water. 
Spirituous  liquors  are  to  be  avoided  in  every  fliape. 
I have  often  known  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  re- 
newed and  heightened,  the  running  increafed,  and 
the  cure  rendered  extremely  difficult  and  tedious, 
by  one  fit  of  excefiive  drinking. 

When  the  above  treatment  has  removed  the 
heat  of  urine,  and  forenefs  of  the  genital  parts; 
when  the  quantity  of  running  is  confiderably  Jeff- 
ened,  without  any  pain  or  fwelling  in  the  groin  or 
tefticle  fupervening;  when  the  patient  is  free  from 
involuntary  erections;  and  laftly,  when  the  run- 
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ning  becomes  pale,  whitifh,  thick,  void  of  ill 
fmell,  and  tenacious  or  ropy;  when  all  or  mod  of 
thefe  fymptoms  appear,  the  gonorrhoea  is  arrived 
at  its  lad  ftage,  and  we  may  gradually  proceed  to 
treat  it  as  a gleet  with  adringent  and  agglutina- 
ting medicines. 

OF  GLEETS. 

A gonorrhoea  frequently  repeated,  or  impro- 
perly treated,  often  ends  in  a gleet,  which  may 
either  proceed  from  a relaxation,  or  from  fame  re- 
mains of  the  difeafe.  It  is  however  of  the  greated 
importance  in  the  cure  of  the  gleet,  to  know  from 
which  of  thefe  caufes  it  proceeds.  When  the  dis- 
charge proves  very  obftinate,  and  receives  little  or 
no  check  from  adringent  remedies,  there  is  ground 
to  fufped  that  it  is  owing  to  the  latter;  but  if  the 
drain  is  inconftanr,  and  is  chiefly  obfervable  when 
the  patient  is  ftimulated  by  lafeivious  ideas,  or 
upon  draining  to  go  to  dool,  we  may  reafonably 
conclude  that  it  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  former. 

In  the  cure  of  a gleet  proceeding  from  relaxa- 
tion, the  principal  defign  is  to  brace,  and  redore 
a proper  degree'  of  tendon  to  the  debilitated  and 
relaxed  vedels.  For  this  purpofe,  beddes  the  me- 
dicines recommended  in  the  gonorrhoea,  the  pa- 
tient may  have  recourfe  to  dronger  and  more  power- 
ful adringents,  as  the  Peruvian  bark*,  alum,  vi- 

^ The  Peruvian  bark  maybe  combined  with  other  a&ringeivts, 
and  prepared  in  the  following  manner  : 

Take  of  Peruvian  bark  bruifed  fix  drachms,  of  frefh  galls 
bruifed  two  drachms ; boil  them  in  a pound  and  a half  of  water 
to  a pound  : to  the  {trained  liquor  add  three  ounces  of  the  fimple 
tincture  of  the  bark.  A fmall  tea-cupful  of  this  may  be  taken 
three  times  a-day,  adding  to  each  cup  fifteen  or  twenty  drops 
«f  the  acid  elixir  of  vitriol. 
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triol,  galls,  tormentil,  bidort,  baldudines,  tin&ure 
of  gum  kino,  &c.  The  inje&ions  may  be  ren- 
dered more  adringent  by  the  addition  of  a few 
grains  of  alum,  or  increafing  the  quantity  of  vitriol 
as  far  as  the  parts  are  able  to  bear  it. 

The  lad  remedy  which  we  fhall  mention  in  this 
cafe  is  the  cold  bath,  than  which  there  is  not  per- 
haps a more  powerful  bracer  in  the  whole  compafs 
of  jmedicine.  It  ought  never  to  be  omitted  in  this 
fpecies  of  gleet,  unlefs  there  be  fomething  in  the 
conditution  of  the  patient  which  renders  the  ufe  of 
it  unfafe.  The  chief  objedtions  to  the  ufe  of  the 
cold  bath  are  a full  habit,  and  an  unfound  date 
of  the  vifcera.  The  danger  from  the  former  may 
always  be  leflened,  if  not  removed,  by  purging 
and  bleeding;  but  the  latter  is  an  infurmountable 
obltacle,  as  the  preffure  of  the  water,  and  the  fud- 
den  contra&ion  of  the  external  veffels,  by  throw- 
ing the  blood  with  too  much  force  upon  the  inter- 
nal parts,  are  apt  to  occasion  ruptures  of  the  vef- 
fels,  or  a flux  of  humours  upon  the  difeafed  or- 
gans. But  where  no  objection  of  this  kind  pre- 
vails, the  patient  ought  to  plunge  over  head  in 
water  every  morning  fading,  for  three  or  four  weeks 
together.  He  Ihould  not  however  day  long  in  the 
water,  and  fhould  take  care  to  have  his  fkin  dried 
as  foon  as  he  comes  out. 

The  regimen  proper  in  this  cafe  is  the  fame  as 
was  mentioned  in  the  lad  dage  of  the  gonorrhoea: 
the  diet  mud  be  drying  and  adringent,  and  the 
drink  Spa,  Pyrmont,  or  Bridol  waters,  with  which 
a little  claret  or  red  wine  may  fometimes  be  mixed. 
Any  perfon  may  now  afford  to  drink  thefe  waters, 
as  they  can  be  every  where  prepared  at  almod  no 
expence,  by  a mixture  of  common  chalk  and  oil 
of  vitriol. 

When  the  gleet  does  not  in  the  fmalled  degree 
yield  to  thefe  medicines,  there  is  reafon  to  fufpedt 
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that  it  proceeds  from  ulcers.  In  this  cafe  recourfe 
mud  be  had  to  mercury,  and  fuch  medicines  as 
tend  to  corred  any  predominant  acrimony  with 
which  the  juices  may  be  affe&ed,  as  the  deco&ion 
of  China,  farfaparilla,  faffafras,  or  the  like. 

Mr.  Fordyce  fays,  he  has  feen  many  obflinate 
gleets,  of  two,  three,  or  four  years  (landing,  effec- 
tually cured  by  a mercurial  inundion,  when  almod 
every  other  medicine  has  been  tried  in  vain.  Dr. 
Chapman  feems  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion;  but 
fays,  he  has  always  found  the  mercury  fucceed  bed 
in  this  cafe  when  joined  with  terebinthinate  and 
other  agglutinating  medicines.  For  which  reafon 
the  Dodtor  recommends  pills  made  of  calomel  and 
Venice  turpentine*;  and  defires  that  their  ufe  may 
be  accompanied  with  a decodion  of  guaiacum  or 
farfaparilla. 

The  lad  kind  of  remedy  which  we  fhall  mention 
for  the  cure  of  ulcers  in  the  urinary  palfage,  are 
the  fuppurating  candles  or  bougies : as  thefe  are 
prepared  various  ways,  and  are  generally  to  be 
bought  ready  made,  it  is  needlefs  to  fpend  time  ia 
enumerating  the  different  ingredients  of  which  they 
are  compofed,  or  teaching  the  manner  of  preparing 
them.  Before  a bougie  be  introduced  into  the 
urethra,  however,  it  fliould  be  fmeared  all  over 
with  fweet  oil,  to  prevent  it  from  dimulating  too 
fuddenly;  it  may  be  differed  to  continue  in  from 
one  to  (even  or  eight  hours,  according  as  the  pa- 
tient can  bear  it.  Obdinate  ulcers  are  not  only 
often  healed,  but  tumours  and  excrefcences  in  the 

* Take  Venice  turpentine,  boiled  to  a fufficient  degree  of 
hardnefs,  half  an  ounce,  calomel  half  a drachm.  Let  thefe  be 
mixed  and  formed  into  fixty  pills,  of  which  five  or  fix  may  be 
takeu  night  and  morning.  If,  during  the  ufe  of  thefe  pills,  the 
mouth  Ihould  grow  fore,  or  the  breath  become  offenfive,  they 
fault  be  difcontiiraed  till  thefe  fymptoms  disappear. 
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urinary  pafifages  taken  away,  and  an  obftru&ion  of 
Urine  removed  by  means  of  bougies.  Obftinate 
gleets  may  be  removed  by  the  ule  of  bougies. 

OF  THE  SWELLED  TESTICLE. 

The  fwclled  teflicle  may  either  proceed  from 
infe&ion  lately  contracted,  or  from  the  venereal 
poifon  lurking  in  the  body;  the  latter  indeed  is 
not  very  common,  but  the  former  frequently  hap- 
pens both  in  the  firft  and  fecond  flages  of  a gonor- 
rhoea; particularly  when  the  running  is  unfeafon- 
ably  checked,  by  cold,  hard  drinking,  ftrong  draf- 
tic  purges,  violent  exercife,  the  too  early  ufe  of 
aftringent  medicines,  or  the  like. 

In  the  inflammatory  ftage  bleeding  is  neceflary, 
which  muft  be  repeated  according  to  the  urgency 
of  the  fymptoms*.  The  food  mud  be  light,  and 
the  drink  diluting.  High-feafoned  food,  flefii, 
wines,  and  every  thing  of  a heating  nature,  are  to 
be  avoided.  Fomentations  are  of  Angular  fervice. 
Poultices  of  bread  and  milk,  foftened  with  frefh 
butter  or  oil,  are  likewife  very  proper,  and  ought 
conftantly  to  be  applied  when  the  patient  is  in  bed; 
when  he  is  up,  the  tefticles  fhould  be  kept  warm, 
and  lupported  by  a bag  or  trufs,  which  may  eafily 
be  contrived  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  prevent  the 
weight  of  the  teflicle  from  having  any  efifeCh 

If  it  fhould  be  found  impracticable  to  clear  the 
teflicle  by  the  cooling  regimen  now  pointed  our, 
and  extended  according  to  circumftances,  it  will  be 
neceflary  to  lead  the  patient  through  fuch  a com* 
plete  antivenereal  courfe  as  fhall  enfure  him  againfl 
any  future  uneafine'fs.  For  this  purpofe,  befides 
rubbing  the  mercurial  ointment  on  the  thighs, 

* I have  been  accultomed  for  fome  time  paft  to  apply  leeches 
to  inflamed  tefticles^  which  practice  has  always  been  followed 
with  the  molt  happy  efll&s. 
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as  direded  in  the  gonorrhoea*  the  patient  mufl  be 
confined  to  bed*  if  neceflary,  for  five  or  fix  weeks, 
fufpending  the  tefiicle,  all  the  while,  with  a bag  or 
trufs,  and  plying  him  inwardly  with  Itrong  decoc- 
tions of  farfaparilla. 

When  thefe  means  do  not  fucceed,  and  there 
is  reafon  to  fufped  a fcrophulons  or  cancerous 
habit,  either  of  which  may  fupport  a fcirrhous  in- 
duration, after  the  venereal  poifon  is  correded, 
the  ^parts  fliould  be  fomented  daily  with  a de- 
codion  of  hemlock,  the  bruifed  leaves  of  which 
may  likewife  be  added  to  the  poultice,  and  the 
extrad  at  the  fame  time  taken  inwardly*.  This 
pradice  is  firongly  recommended  by  Dr.  Stork 
in  fcirrhous  and  cancerous  cafes;  and  Mr.  Fordyce 
afiures  us,  that  by  this  method  he  has  cured  dif- 
eafed  tellicies  of  two  or  three  years  (landing, 
even  when  ulcerated,  and  when  the  fcirrhus  had 
begun  to  be  affeded  with  pricking  and  lancing 
pains. 

OF  BUBOES. 

Venereal  buboes  are  hard  tumours  feated  in  the 
groin,  occafioned  by  the  venereal  poifon  lodged  in 
this  part.  They  are  of  two  kinds;  viz.  fuch  as 
proceed  from  a recent  infedicn,  and  fuch  as  ac- 
company a confirmed  lues. 

The  cure  of  recent  buboes,  that  is,  fuch  as  ap- 
pear foots  after  impure  coition,  may  be  firft  at- 
tempted by  difper/ion , and,  if  that  fhould  not  fuc- 
ceed, by  /up pur  at  ion.  To  promote  the  difperfion 
of  a' bubo,  the  fame  regimen  muft  be  obferved  as 
was  direded  in  the  firft  ftage  of  a gonorrhoea.  The 
patient  muft  likewife  be  bled,  and  take  fome  cool- 

* The  extract  of  hemlock  maybe  made  into  pills,  and  taken 
ia  the  manner  dire&ed  under  the  article  Cancer. 
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ing  purges,  as  the  decodlion  of  tamarinds  and  fen- 
na,  Glauber's  falts,  and  the  like.  If,  by  this  courfe, 
the  fwelling  and  other  inflammatory  fymptoms 
abate,  we  may  fafely  proceed  to  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, which  muft  be  continued  till  the  venereal  vi- 
rus is  quite  fubdued*. 

But  if  the  bubo  fhould,  from  the  beginning,  be 
attended  with  great  heat,  pain,  and  pulfation,  it 
will  be  proper  to  promote  its  fuppuration.  For 
this  purpofe  the  patient  may  be  allowed  to  ufe  his 
ordinary  diet,  and  to  take  now  and  then  a glafs  of 
wine.  Emollient  cataplafms,  confiding  of  bread 
and  milk  foftened  with  oil  or  frefti  butter,  may  be 
applied  to  the  part;  and,  in  cold  conftitutions, 
where  the  tumour  advances  flowly,  white  lily-roots 
boiled,  or  fliced  onions*raw,  and  a fufficient  quan- 
tity of  yellow  bafilicon,  may  be  added  to  the  poul- 
tice. 

When  the  tumour  is  ripe,  which  may  be  known 
by  its  conical  figure,  the  foftnefs  of  the  fkin,  and  a. 
fludluation  of  matter  plainly  to  be  felt  under  the 
finger,  it  may  be  opened  either  by  a cauflic  or  a lan« 
cet,  and  afterwards  drefled  with  digeftive  ointment. 

It  fometimes  however  happens,  that  buboes  can 
neither  be  difperfed  nor  brought  to  a fuppuration, 
but  remain  hard  indolent  tumours.  In  this  cafe 
the  indurated  glands  muft  be  confumed  by  cauftic; 
if  they  fhould  become  fcirrhous,  they  muft  be  dif- 
folved  by  the  application  of  hemlock,  both  exter- 
nally and  internally,  as  directed  in  the  fcirrhous 
tcfticle. 

* For  the  difperiion  of  a bubo,  a number  of  leeches  applied 
to  the  part  *ffe£teci  will  be  found  equally  efficacious  as  in  the  in- 
flamed tefticle. 
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Chancres  are  fuperficial,  callous,  eating  ulcers; 
which  may  happen  either  with  or  without  a gonor- 
rhoea. They  are  commonly  feated  about  the  glans* 
and  make  their  appearance  in  the  following  man- 
ner : Firfb  a little  red  pimple  arifes,  which  foon  be- 
comes pointed  at  top,  and  is  filled  with  a whitifli 
matter  inclining  to  yellow.  This  pimple  is  hot,  and 
itches  generally  before  it  breaks:  afterwards  it  de- 
generates into  an  obftinats  ulcer,  the  bottom  of 
which  is  ufuaily  covered  with  a vifcid  mucus,  and 
whofe  edges  gradually  become  hard  and  callous. 
Sometimes  the  firft  appearance  refembles  a fimple 
excoriation  of  the  cuticle;  which  however,  if  the 
caufe  be  venereal,  foon  becomes  a true  chancre. 

A chancre  is  fometimes  a primary  affe&ion,  but 
it  is  much  oftner  fymptomatic,  and  is  the  mark  of 
a confirmed  lues.  Primary  chancres  difcover  them- 
felves  foon  after  impure  coition,  and  are  generally 
feated  in  parts  covered  with  a thin  cuticle,  as  the 
lips,  the  nipples  of  women,  the  glans  penis  of  men* 
&c.  * 

When  a chancre  appears  foon  after  impure  coi- 
tion, its  treatment  is  nearly  fimilar  to  that  of  the 
virulent  gonorrhoea.  The  patient  muff  obferve  the 
cooling  regimen,  lofe  a little  blood,  and  take  fome 
gentle  dofes  of  falts  and  manna.  The  parts  af- 

* When  venereal  ulcers  sre  feated  in  the  lips,  the  in/e6iion 
may  be  communicated  by  killing.  I have  feen  very  obftinate  ve- 
nereal ulcers  in  the  lips,  which  I had  all  the  reafon  in  the  world 
to  believe  were  communicated  in  this  manner. 

Nurfes  ought  to  beware  of  fuckling  infefted  children,  or  hav- 
ing their  breaks  drawn  by  perfons  tainted  with  the  venereal  dif- 
cafe.  This  caution  is  peculiarly  neceflary  for  nurfes  who  refide 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  great  towns, 
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fe&ed  Ought  frequently  to  be  bathed,  or  rather 
foaked,  in  warm  milk  and  water,  and,  if  the  in* 
flammation  be  great,  an  emollient  poultice  or  ca- 
taplafm  may  be  applied  to  them.  This  courfe  will, 
in  mod  cafes,  be  fufficient  to  abate  the  inflam- 
mation, and  prepare  the  patient  for  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury. 

Symptomatic  chancres  are  commonly  accompa- 
nied with  ulcers  in  the  throat,  noblurnal  pains, 
fcurfy  eruptions  about  the  roots  of  the  hair,  - and 
other  fymptoms  of  a confirmed  lues.  Though  they 
may  be  feated  in  any  of  the  parts  mentioned  above, 
they  commonly  appear  upon  the  private  parts,  or 
the  infide  of  the  thigh.  They  are  alfo  lefs  painful, 
but  frequently  much  larger  and  harder  than  pri- 
mary chancres.  As  their  cure  muft  depend  upon 
that  of  the  pox,  of  which  they  are  only  a fymp- 
tom,  we  fliall  take  no  further  notice  of  them,  till 
we  come  to  treat  of  a confirmed  lues*. 

Thus  we  have  related  mod  of  the  fymptoms  which 
accompany  or  fucceed  a violent  gonorrhoea,  and 
have  alfo  given  a fhort  view  of  their  proper  treat- 
ment; there  are,  however,  feveral  others  which 
fometimes  attend  this  difeafe,  as  a ftrangury  or  ob- 
ftru&ion  of  urine,  a phymofis,  par aphymofis,  &c. 

A ftrangury  may  be  occafioned  either  by  a fpaf- 
modic  conftribtion,  or  an  inflammation  of  the  ure- 
thra and  parts  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  In 
the  former  cafe,  the  patient  begins  to  void  his  urine 
with  tolerable  eafe;  but,  as  foon  as  it  touches  the 
galled  or  inflamed  urethra,  a fudden  conftritftion 
takes  place,  and  the  urine  is  voided  by  fpurts,  and 
fometimes  by  drops  only.  When  the  ftrangury  is 

* I have  found  it  anfwer  extremely  well  to  fprinkle  chancres 
twice  a-day  with  calomel.  This  will  often  perform  a cure  with- 
out any  other  application  whatever.  If  the  chancres  are  upon  the 
glans,  they  may  be  waihed  with  milk  and  water,  a little  warm, 
an.d  afterwards  the  calomel  may  be  applied  as  above. 
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owing  to  an  inflammation  about  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  there  is  a condant  heat  and  uneafmefs  of 
the  part,  a perpetual  defire  to  make  water,  while 
the  patient  can  only  render  a few  drops,  and  a 
troublefome  tenejmus , or  condant  inclination  to  go 
to  ftotsl. 

When  the  drangury  is  owing  to  fpafm,  fuch  me- 
dicines as  tend  to  dilute  and  blunt  the  falts  of  the 
urine  will  be  proper.  For  this  purpofe,  beiides 
the  common  diluting  liquors,  foft  and  cooling 
emulflons,  fweetened  with  the  fyrup  of  poppies, 
may  be  ufed.  Should  thefe  not  have  the  defired 
erred,  bleeding,  and  emollient  fomentations,  will 
be  neceffary. 

When  the  complaint  is  evidently  owing  to  an 
inflammation  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  bleed- 
ing mud  be  more  liberally  performed,  and  re- 
peated according  to  the  urgency  of  the  fymptoms. 
After  bleeding,  if  the  drangury  dill  continues,  foft 
ciyders,  with  a proper  quantity  of  laudanum  in 
them,  may  be  admin  idered,  and  emollient  foment- 
ations applied  to  the  region  of  the  bladder.  At 
the  fame  time,  the  patient  may  take  every  four 
hours  a tea* cupful  of  barley-water,  to  an  Englidi 
pint  of  which  fix  ounces  of  the  fyrup  of  marfh- 
rnallows,  four  ounces  of  the  oil  of  fweet  almonds, 
and  half  an  ounce  of  nitre,  may  be  added..  If  thefe 
remedies  fhould  not  relieve  the  complaint,  and  a 
total  fuppreffion  of  urine  fhould  come  on,  bleeding 
mud  be  repeated,  and  the  patient  fet  in  a warm 
bath  up  to  the  middle.  It  will  be  proper  in  this 
cafe  to  difeontinue  the  diuretics,  and  to  draw/  off 
the  water  with  -a  catheter;  but  as  the  patient  is  fel- 
dom  able  to  bear  its  being  introduced,  we  would 
rather  recommend  the  ufe  of  mild  bougies.  Thefe 
often  lubricate  the  palfage,  and  greatly  facilitate 
the  difeharge  of  urine.  Whenever  they  begin  to 
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Simulate  or  give  any  uneafinefs,  they  may  be  with- 
drawn. 

The  phymofis  is  fuch  £ conftriction  of  the  prepuce 
over  the  glans,  as  hinders  it  from  being  drawn 
backwards;  the  paraphymofis,  on  the  contrary,  is 
fuch  a conftridtion  of  the  prepuce  behind  the  glans, 
as  hinders  it  from  being  brought  forward. 

The  treatment  of  thefe  fymptoms  is  fo  nearly  the 
fame  with  that  of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  that  we 
have  no  occafion  to  enlarge  upon  it.  In  general., 
bleeding,  purging,  poultices,  and  emollient  fo- 
mentations are  fufficient.  Should  thefe,  however, 
fail  of  removing  the  ftrifbure,  and  the  parts  be 
threatened  with  a mortification,  twenty  or  thirty 
grains  of  ipecacuanha,  and  one  grain  of  emetic 
tartar,  may  be  given  for  a vomit,  and  may  be 
worked  off  with  warm  water  or  thin  gruel. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that,'  in  fpite  of  all  en- 
deavours to  the  contrary,  the  inflammation  goes  on^ 
and  fymptoms  of  a beginning  mortification  appear. 
When  this  is  the  cafe,  the  prepuce  mult  be  fcari- 
fied  with  a lancet,  and,  if  necefiary,  divided,  in 
order  to  prevent  a firangulation,  and  fet  the  im- 
prifoned  glans  at  liberty.  We  fhall  not  deferibe 
the  manner  of  performing  this  operation,  as  it 
ought  always  to  be  done  by  a furgeon.  When  a 
mortification  has  adtually  taken  place,  it  will  be 
necefiary,  befides  performing  the  above  operations, 
to  foment  the  parts  frequently  with  cloths  wrung 
out  of  a ftrong  deco&ion  of  camomile-flowers  and 
bark,  and  to  give  the  patient  a drachm  of  the  bark 
in  powder  every  two  or  three  hours. 

With  regard  to  the  priapiftn , chordee , and  other 
diftortions  of  the  penis  ^ their  treatment  is  no  way 
different  from  that  of  the  gonorrhoea.  When  they 
prove  very  troublefome,  the  patient  may  take  a few 
drops  of  laudanum  at  night,  efpecially  after  the 
operation  of  a purgative  through  the  day. 
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We  have  hitherto  treated  of  thofe  affedtions  iri 
which  the  venereal  poifon  is  fuppofed  to  be  confined 
chiefly  to  the  particular  part  by -which  it  was  re* 
ceived,  and  fliall  next  take  a view  of  the  lues  in  its 
confirmed  ftate;  that  is,  when  the  poifon  is  actually 
received  into  the  blood,  and,  circulating  with  it 
through  every  part  of  the  body,  mixes  with  the 
feveral  fecretions,  and  renders  the  whole  habit 
tainted. 

The  fymptoms  of  a confirmed  lues  are,  buboes 
in  the  groin,  pains  of  the  head  and  joints,  which 
are  peculiarly  troubleforne  in  the  night,  or  when 
the  patient  is  warm  in  bed ; fcabs  and  fcurfs  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  body,  efpecially  on  the  head,  of 
a yellowifh  colour,  refembling  a honey-comb;  cor- 
roding ulcers  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  which 
generally  begin  about  the  throat,  from  whence  they 
creep  gradually,  by  the  palate,  towards  the  carti- 
lage of  the  nofe,  which  they  deflroy;  excrefcences 
or  exoftofes  arife  in  the  middle  of  the  bones,  and 
their  fpongy  ends  become  brittle,  and  break  upon 
the  lead  accident;  at  other  times  they  are  fofc,  and 
bend  like  wax;  the  conglobate  glands  become  hard 
and  callous,  and  form,  in  the  neck,  armpits,  groin, 
and  mefentery,  hard  moveable  tumours,  like  the 
king’s  evil;  tumours  of  different  kinds  are  like- 
wife  formed  in  the  lymphatic  veffels,  tendons,  liga- 
ments, and  nerves,  as  the  gummata , ganglia , nodes, 
tophs , &c. ; the  eyes  are  affedted  with  itching,  pain, 
rednefs,  and  fometimes  with  total  blindnefs,  and 
the  ears  with  a Tinging  noife,  pain,  and  deafnefs, 
whilfl  their  internal  iubftance  is  exulcerated  and 
rendered  carious;  at  length  all  the  animal,  vital, 
y and 
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and  natural  fun&ions  are  depraved;  the  face  be- 
comes pale  and  livid;  the  body  emaciated  and  un- 
fit for  motion,  and  the  miferable  patient  falls  into 
an  atrophy  or  wafting  confumption. 

Women  have  fymptoms  peculiar  to  the  fex;  as 
cancers  of  the  breaft;  a fuppreftion  or  overflowing 
of  the  menfes;  the  whites;  hyfteric  affe&ions;  an 
inflammation,  abfcefs,  fcirrhus,  gangrene,  cancer, 
or  ulcer  of  the  womb;  they  are  generally  either 
barren  or  fubjedt  to  abortion;  or,  if  they  bring 
children  into  the  world,  they  have  an  univerfal  ery- 
fipelas,  are  half  rotten,  and  covered  with  ulcers. 

Such  is  the  catalogue  of  fymptoms  attending  this 
dreadful  difeafe  in  its  confirmed  ftate.  Indeed  they 
are  feldom  all  to  be  met  with  in  the  fame  perfon, 
or  at  the  fame  time;  fo  many  of  them,  however, 
are  generally  prefent  as  are  fufficient  to  alarm  the 
patient;  and  if  he  has  reafon  to  fufpetff  the  infe&ioa 
is  lurking  in  his  body,  he  ought  immediately  to 
fet  about  the  expulfion  of  ir,  orherwife  the  mod 
tragical  confequences  will  enfue. 

The  only  certain  remedy  hitherto  known  in  Eu- 
rope, for  the  cure  of  this,  difeafe,  is  mercury,  which 
may  be  ufed  in  a great  variety  of  forms,  with  nearly 
the  fame  fuccefs*.  Some  time  ago  it  was  reckoned 
impoflible  to  cure  a confirmed  lues  without  a fali- 
vation.  This  method  is  now  however  pretty  ge- 
nerally laid  afide,  and  mercury  is  found  to  be  as 
efficacious,  or  rather  more  fo,  in  expelling  the  ve- 
nereal poifon,  when  adminiftered  in  fuch  a manner 
as  not  to  run  off  by  the  falivary  glands. 

Though  many  are  of  opinion,  that  the  mercu- 
rial ointment  is  as  efficacious  as  any  other  prepa- 
ration of  that  mineral;  yet  experience  has  taught 
me  to  think  otherwife.  I have  often  feen  the  mod 
obftinate  venereal  cafes,  where  great  quantities  of 
mercurial  ointment  had  been  ufed  in  vain,  yield  to 

* The  preparations  which  I now  chiefly  ufe,  in  the  confirmed 
are.  Calomel  and  calcined  mercury, 

the 
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the  faline  preparations  of  mercury.  Nor  am  I 
fmgular  in  this  opinion.  Mr.  Clare,  an  eminent 
furgeon  of  this  city,  afiures  me,  that  for  fome 
time  paft  he  has  employed,  in  venereal  cafes,  a 
faline  preparation  of  mercury  with  moft  happy 
fuccefs.  This  preparation,  rubbed  with  a fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  any  mild  powder,  he  applies* 
in  fmall  portions,  to  the  tongue,  where,  with  a 
gentle  degree  of  fridtion,  it  is  immediately  ab- 
forbed,  and  produces  its  full  effect  upon  the  fyf- 
tem,  without  doing  the  lead  injury  to  the  ftomach 
or  bowels j a matter  of  the  greateft  importance  in 
the  application  of  this  moft  adtive  and  powerful 
remedy. 

j 

It  is  impoffible  to  afcertain  either  the  exadt  quan- 
tity of  medicines  that  moft  be  taken,  or  the  time 
they  ought  to  be  continued,  in  order  to  perform  a 
cure.  Thefe  will  ever  vary  according  to  the  con- 
dilution  of  the  patient,  the  feafon  of  the  year,  the 
degree  of  infedlion,  the  time  it  has  lodged  in  the 
body,  &c.  But  though  it  is  difficult,  as  Aftruc  ob- 
ferves,  to  determine  a priori,  what  quantity  of  mer- 
cury will,  in  the  whole,  be  neceflary  to  cure  this 
diftemper  completely;  yet  it  may  be  judged  of  h 
pofteriori , from  the  abatement  and  ceafing  of  the 
fymptoms.  The  fame  author  adds,  that  commonly 
not  lefs  than  two  ounces  of  the  ftrong  mercurial 
ointment  is  fufficient,  and  not  more  than  three  or 
four  ounces  neceffary. 

The  only  chemical  preparation  of  mercury  which 
we  lliall  take  notice  of;  is  the  corrofive  fubli- 
matc.  This  was  fome  time  ago  brought  into  ufe 
for  the  venereal  difeafe,  in  Germany,  by  the  illuf- 
trious  Baron  Van  Swieten;  and  was  foon  after  in- 
troduced into  Britain  by  the  learned  Sir  John 
Pringle,  at  that  time  phyfician  to  the  army.  The 
method  of  giving  it  is  as  follows:  One  grain  of 
corrofive  fublimate  is  diffolved  in  two  ounces  of 
French  brandy  or  malt  fpirits;  and  of  this  foiution, 
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an  ordinary  table-fpoonful,. or  the  quantity  of  half 
an  ounce,  is  to  be  taken  twice  a-da.y,  and  to  be 
continued  as  long  as  any  fymptoms  of  the  diforder 
remain.  To  thofe  whofe  itomach  cannot  bear  the 
folution,  the  fublimate  may  be  given  in  form  of 
pill*. 

Several  roots,  woods,  and  barks,  have  been  re- 
commended for  curing  the  venereal  difrafe;  but 
none  of  them  have  been  found,  upon  experience,  to 
anfwer  the  high  encomiums  which  had  been  be- 
llowed upon  them.  Though  no  one  of  thefe  is  to 
be  depended  upon  alone,  yet,  when  joined  with 
mercurv,  fome  of  them  are  found  to  be  very  bene- 
ficial in  promoting  a cure.  One  of  the  bed  we 
know  yet  is  farfaparilla,  which  may  be  prepared 
and  taken  according  to  the  directions  in  the  Ap- 
pendixf. 

The  mezereon  root  is  likewife  found  to  be  a 
powerful  affiftant  to  the  fublimate,  or  any  other 
mercurial  It  may  either  be  uled  along  with  the 
farfaparilla,  as  directed  in  the  Appendix,  or  by  it- 
felf.  Thofe  who  chufe  to  ufe  the  mezereon  by 
itfelf,  may  boil  an  ounce  of  the  frefb  bark,  taken 
from  the  root,  in  twelve  Englifh  pints  of  water  to 
eight,  adding  towards  the  end  an  ounce  of  li- 
quorice. The  dofe  of  this  is  the  fame  as  of  the 
decodlion  of  farfaparilla, 

We  have  been  told  that  the  natives  of  America 
cure  the  vener'bal  difeafe,  in  every  ftage,  by  a der 

* The  fublimate  may  be  given  in  diftilled  water,  or  any  other 
liquid  that  the  patient  chufes.  I commonly  order  ten  grains  to 
be  diffolved  in  an  ounce  of  the  fpirit  of  wine,  for  the  conveniency 
©f  carriage,  and  let  the  patient  take  twenty  or  thirty  drops  of  it 
night  and  morning  in  half  a glafsof  brandy  or  other  fpirits.  Mr* 
Debraw,  an  ingenious  cbymiil  of  this  place,  informs  me,  that 
he  prepares  a fait  of  mercury  much  more  mild  and  gentle  in  its 
operation  than  the  fublimate,  though  equally  efficacious, 
f See  Appendix,  Decoft.  of  farfaparilla, 
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coftion  of  the  root  of  a plant  called  the  Lobelia. 
It  is  ufed  either  frelh  or  dried;  but  we  have  no 
certain  accounts  with  regard  to  the  proportion. 
Sometimes  they  mix  other  roots  with  it,  as  thofe  of 
the  ranunculus,  the  ceanothus,  &c. ; but  whether 
thefe  are  defigned  to  difguife  or  affift  it,  is  doubt- 
ful. The  patient  takes  a large  draught  of  the  de- 
coftion  early  in  the  morning,  and  continues  to  ufe 
it  for  his  ordinary  drink  through  the  day  *. 

Many  other  roots  and  woods  might  be  mentioned 
which  have  been  extolled  for  curing  the  venereal 
difeafe,  as  the  china-root,  the  roots  of  foap-wort, 
burdock*  dec.  as  alfo  the  wood  of  guaiacum  and 
faffafras;  but  as  none  of  thefe  have  been  found  to 
poflefs  virtues  fuperior  to  thofe  already  mentioned. 
We  Hi  all,  for  the  fake  of  brevity,  pafs  them  over, 
and  fhall  conclude  our  observations  on  this  difeafe 
with  a few  general  remarks  concerning  the  proper 
management  of  the  patient,  and  the  nature  of  the 
infection. 

* Though  we  are  flill  very  much  in  the  dark  with  regard  to 
the  method  of  curing  this  difeafe  among  the  natives  of  America, 
yet  it  is  generally  affirmed,  that  they  do  cure  it  with  fpeed,  fafety, 
andfuccefs,  and  that  without  the  leait  knowledge  of  mercury. 
Hence  it  becomes  an  objedt  of  confiderable  importance  to  dif- 
cover  their  method  of  cure.  This  might  furely  be  done  by 
making  trials  of  the  various  plants  which  are  found  in  thofe 
parts,  and  particularly  of  fuch  as  the  natives  are  known  to  make 
ufe  of.  All  people  in  a rude  date  take  their  medicines  chiedy 
from  the  vegetable  kingdom,  and  are  often  polTefled  of  valuable 
fecrets  with  regard  to  the  virtues  of  plants,  of  which  more  en- 
lightened nations  are  ignorant.  Indeed  we  make  no  doubt  but. 
fome  plants  of  our  own  growth,  were  proper  pains  taken  to  dif~ 
cover  them,  would  be  found  as  efficacious  in  curing  the  venereal 
difeafe  as  thofe  of  America.  It  mud  however  be  remembered, 
that  what  will  cure  the  venereal  difeafe  in  one  country,  will  nos 
always  be  found  to  have  equal  futcefs  in  another. 
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The  condition  of  the  patient  ought  always  to 
be  confidered  previous  to  his  entering  upon  a 
courfe  of  mercury  in  any  form.  It  would  be 
equally  rafh  and  dangerous  to  adrhinifter  mercury 
to  a perfon  labouring  under  any  violent  acute  dif- 
eafe,  as  a putrid  fever,  pleurify,  peripneumony,  or 
the  like.  It  would  likewife  be  dangerous  in  fome 
chronic  cafes;  as  a flow  he&ic  fever,  or  the  laft 
ftage  of  a confumption.  Sometimes,  however, 
thefe  difeafcs  proceed  from  a confirmed  lues;  in 
which  cafe  it  will  be  neceflary  to  give  mercury.  In 
chronic  difeafes  of  a lefs  dangerous  nature,  as  the 
afthma,  the  gravel,  and  fuch  like,  mercury,  if  ne- 
ccflfary,  may  be  fafely  admin  iftered.  If  the  pa- 
tient’s ftrength  has  been  greatly  exhaufted  by  fick- 
nefs,  labour,  abftinence,  or  any  other  caufe,  the 
ufe  of  mercury  muft  be  poftponed,  till  by  time, 
reft,  and  a nourifhing  diet,  it  can  be  fufficiently 
reftored. 

Mercury  ought  not  to  be  adminiftered  to  women 
during  the  menftrual  flux,  or  when  the  period  is 
near  at  hand.  Neither  fhould  it  be  given  in  the 
laft  ftage  of  pregnancy.  If,  however,  the  woman 
be  not  near  the  time  of  her  delivery,  and  circum- 
ftances  render  it  neceflary,  mercury  may  be  given, 
but  in  fmaller  dofes,  and  at  greater  intervals  than 
ufual;  with  thefe  precautions,  both  the  mother  and 
child  may  be  cured  at  the  fame  time;  if  not,  the 
diforder  will  at  lead  be  kept  from  growing  worfe, 
till  the  woman  be  brought  to  bed,  and  fufficiently 
recovered,  when  a more  effedtal  method  may  be 
purfued,  which,  if  ftie  fuckles  her  child,  will  in 
all  probability  be  fufficient  for  the  cure  of  both. 
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Mercury -ought  always  to  be  adminiftered  to  in- 
fants with  the  greateft  caution.  Their  tender  con-  ! 
dition  unfits  them  for  fupporting  a falivation,  and 
makes  it  neceffary  to  adminifter  even  the  mildeft 
preparations  of  mercury  to  them  with  a fparing 
hand.  A fimilar  conduct  is  recommended  in  the 
treatment  of  old  perfons,  who  have  the  misfortune 
to  labour  under  a confirmed  lues.  No  doubt  the 
infirmities  of  age  muft  render  people  lefs  able  to 
undergo  the  fatigues  of  afalivation:  but  this,  as 
was  formerly  obferved,  is  never  neceffary;  befides, 
we  have  generally  found,  that  mercury  had  much 
lefs  effedt  upon  very  old  perfons  than  on  thofe  who 
were  younger. 

Hyfteric  and  hypochondriac  perfons,  and  fuch 
as  are  fubjedt  to  an  habitual  diarrhoea  or  dyfentery, 
or  to  frequent  and  violent  attacks  of  the  epilepfy, 
or  who  are  afflidted  with  the  fcrophula,  or  the  feur- 
vy,  ought  to  be  cautious  in  the  ufe  of  mercury. 
Where  any  one  of  thefe  diforders  prevails,  it  ought 
either,  if  poffible,  to  be  cured,  or  at  lead  palliated, 
before  the  patient  enters  upon  a courfe  of  mercury. 
When  this  cannot  be  done,  the  mercury  muft  be 
adminiftered  in  fmaller  dofes,  and  at  longer  inter- 
vals than  ufual. 

The  molt  proper  feafons  for  entering  upon  a 
courfe  of  mercury,  are  the  fpring  and  autumn, 
when  the  air  is  of  a moderate  warmth.  If  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  cafe,  however,  will  not  admit  of 
delay,  we  muft  not  defer  the  cure  pn  account  of  the 
feafon,  but  muft  adminifter  the  mercury;  taking 
care  at  the  fame  time  to  keep  the  patient’s  cham- 
ber warmer  or  cooler,  according  as  the  feafon  of 
the  year  requires. 

The  next  thing  to  be  confidered  is  the  prepara- 
tion neceffary  to  be  obferved  before  we  proceed 
to  adminifter  a courfe  of  mercury.  Some  lay  great 
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ftrefs  upon  this  circumftance,  obferving,  that  by 
previoufly  relaxing  the  veftels,  and  correcting  any 
diforder  which  may  happen  to  prevail  in  the  blood, 
not  only  the  mercury  will  be  difpofed  to  a£t  more 
kindly,  but  many  other  inconveniencies  will  be 
prevented. 

We  have  already  recommended  bleeding  and 
gentle  purges,  previous  to  the  adminiftration  of 
mercury,  and  fhall  only  now  add,  that  thefe  are  al- 
ways to  be  repeated  according  to  the  age,,ftrength, 
conftitution,  and  other  circumftances  of  the  pa- 
tient. Afterwards,  if  it  can  be  conveniently  done, 
the  patient  ought  to  bathe  once  or  twice  a-day,  for 
a few  days,  in  lukewarm  water.  His  diet  in  the 
mean  time  muft  be  light,  moift,  and  cooling. 
Wine,  and  all  heating  liquors,  alfo  violent  bodily 
exercife,  and  all  great  exertions  of  the  mind,  are 
carefully  to  be  avoided. 

A proper  regimen  is  likewife  to  be  obferved  by 
fuch  as  are  under  a courfe  of  mercury.  Inatten- 
tion to  this  not  only  endangers  the  patient’s  life, 
but  often  alfo  difappoints  him  of  a cure.  A much 
fmaller  quantity  of  mercury  will  be  fufficient  for 
the  cure  of  a perfon  who  lives  low,  keeps  warm, 
and  avoids  all  manner  of  excefs,  than  of  one  who 
cannot  endure  to  put  the  fmalleft  reftraint  upon  his 
appetites;  indeed  it  but  rarely  happens  that  fuch 
are  thoroughly  cured. 

There  is  hardly  any  thing  of  more  importance, 
either  for  preventing  or  removing  venereal  infec- 
tion, than  cleanlinels.  By  an  early  attention  to 
this,  the  infection  might  often  be  prevented  from 
entering  the  body;  and,  where  it  has  already  ta- 
ken place,  its  effects  may  be  greatly  mitigated. 
The  moment  any  perfon  has  reafon  to  fufpedt  that 
he  has  received  the  infection,  he  ought  to  wafh  the 
parts  with  water  and  fpirits,  fweet  oil,  or  milk  and 
Waters  a ftp  all  quantity  of  the  laft  may  likewife  be 
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injected  up  the  urethra,  if  it  can  be  conveniently 
done.  Whether  this  difeafe  at  firft  took  its  rife 
from  dirtinefs  is  hard  to  fay;  but  wherever  that 
prevails,  the  infection  is  found  in  its  greatefi:  de- 
gree of  virulence,  which  gives  ground  to  believe 
that  a ftri&  attention  to  cleanlinefs  would  go  far  to- 
wards extirpating  it  altogether*. 

When  the  venereal  difeafe  has  been  negledled,  or 
improperly  treated,  it  often  becomes  a diforder  of 
the  habit.  In  this  cafe  the  cure  muft  be  attempted 
by  reftoratives,  as  a milk  diet,  the  deco&ion  of 
farfaparilla,  and  fuch  like,  to  which  mercury  may 
be  occafionally  added.  It  is  a common  pxa&ice  in 
North  Britain  to  fend  fuch  patients  to  drink  goat- 
whey,  This  is  a very  proper  plan,  provided  the 

* I have  not  only  often  feen  a recent  infeftion  carried  off  in  a 
few  days  by  means  of  cleanlinefs,  viz.  bathing,  fomentations,  in-, 
je&ioos,  &c.  but  have  likewife  found  it  of  the  greateft  advantage 
in  the  more  advanced  ftages  of  the  difeafe.  Of  this  I had  lately 
a very  remarkable  inftance,  in  a man  whofe  penis  was  almoft 
wholly  confumed  by  venereal  ulcers;  the  matter  had  been  aU 
lowed  to  continue  on  the  fores,  without  any  care  having  been 
taken  to  clean  them,  till,  notwithftanding  the  ufe  of  mercury 
and  other  medicines,  it  had  produced  the  effe&s  above  menr 
tioned.  I ordered  warm  milk  and  water  to  be  iqjefted  three  or 
four  times  a-day  into  all  the  flnuous  ulcers,  in  order  to  wafh  out 
the  matter;  after  which  they  were  fluffed  with  dry  lint  to  abforh 
the  freih  matter  as  it  was  generated.  The  patient  at  the  fame 
time  took  every  day  half  a grain  of  the  corrofive  fublimate  of 
mercury,  diffolved  in  an  ounce  of  brandy,  and  drank  an  Englift* 
quart  of  the  deco&ion  of  farfaparilla.  $y  this  treatment,  in  about 
fix  weeks,  he  was  perfectly  cured;  and,  what  was  very  remark- 
able, a part  of  the  penis  was  actually  regenerated. 

Dottor  Gilchrifl  has  given  an  account  of  a fpecies  of  the  lve% 
venerea  which  prevails  in  the  weft  of  Scotland,  to  which  the  na- 
tives give  the  name  of  Sibbins  or  Siwins.  The  Dodlor  obferves, 
that  the  fpreading  of  this  difeafe  is  chiefly  owing  to  a negleft  of 
cleanlinefs,  and  feems  to  think,  that  by  due  attention  to  that 
virtue y it  might  be  extirpated.  The  treatment  of  this  difeafe  is 
fimilar  to  that  of  a confirmed  lues  or  pox.  The  ya<wsy  a difeafe 
which  is  now  very  common  both  in  America  and  the  Weft  India 
iilands,  may  alfo  be  cured  in  (he  fame  planner. 

infedtioo 
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infedlion  has  been  totally  eradicated  before-hand  ; 
but  when  that  is  not  the  cafe,  and  the  patient  trufts 
to  the  whey  for  finifhing  his  cure,  he  will  often  be 
difappointed.  I have  frequently  known  the  dif- 
eafe  return-with  all  its  virulence  after  a courfe  of 
goat- whey,  even  when  that  courfe  had  been  thought 
quite  fufficient  for  completing  the  cure. 

One  of  the  mod  unfortunate  circumdances  at- 
tending patients  in  this  difeafe,  is  the  necefiity  they 
are  often  laid  under  of  hurrying  the  cure.  This  in- 
duces them  to  take  medicine  too  fad,  and  to  leave  it 
off  too  foon.  A few  grains  more  of  medicine,  or 
a few  days  longer  confinement,  would  often  be 
fufficient  to  perfect  the  cure;  whereas,  by  negledt 
of  thefe,  a fmall  degree  of  virulence  is  dill  left  in 
the  humours,  which  gradually  vitiates,  and  at 
length  contaminates  the  whole  mafs.  To  avoid 
this,  we  would  advife,  that  the  patient  fhould  ne- 
ver leave  off  taking  medicine  immediately  upon 
the  dilappearing  of  the  fymptom§,  but  continue  it  • 
for  fome  time  after,  gradually  leffening  the  quan- 
tity, till  there  is  fufficient  ground  to  believe  that 
the  difeafe  is  entirely  eradicated. 

It  is  not  only  difficult,  but  abfolutely 'impoffible, 
to  afcertain  the  exadt  degree  of  virulence  that  may 
attend  the  difeafe;  for  which  reafon  it  will  always 
be  a much  fafer  rule  to  continue  the  ufe  of  medi- 
cine too  long,  than  to  leave  it  off  too  foon.  This 
feems  to  be  the  leading  maxim  of  a modern  prac- 
titioner of  fome  note  for  the  venereal  difeafe,  who 
always  orders  his  patient  to  perform  a quarantine 
of  at  lead  forty  days,  during  which  time  he  takes 
forty  bottles  of,  I fuppofe,  a drong  decodtion  of 
farfaparilla,  or  fome  other  anti-venereal  fimple. 
Whoever  takes  this  method,  and  adds , a fufficient 
quantity  of  corrofive  fublimate,  or  fome  other 
adlive  preparation  of  mercury  to  the  decodtion,  will 
feldom  fail  to  cure  a confirmed  lues. 
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It  is  peculiarly  unfortunate  for  the  cure  of  this 
difeafe,  that  not  one  in  ten  of  thofe  who  contradl 
it,  are  either  able  or  willing  to  fubmit  to  a proper 
plan  of  regimen.  The  patient  is  billing  to  take 
medicine;  but  he  muft  follow  his  bufinefs,  and,  to 
prevent  fufpicions,  muft:  eat  and  drink  like  the  reft 
of  the  family.  This  is  the  true  fource  of  nine- 
tenths  of  all  the  mifchief  arifing  from  the  vene- 
real difeafe.  I never  knew  the  cure  attended  with 
any  great  difficulty  or  danger  where  the  patient 
ftriffiy  followed  the  phylician’s  advice:  but  a vo- 
lume would  not  be  fufficient  to  point  out  the  dread- 
ful confequences  which  proceed  from  an  oppofite 
conduct.  Scirrhous  tefticles,  ulcerous  lore  throats, 
madnefs,  confumprions,  carious  bones,  and  a rot- 
ten progeny,  are  a few  of  the  blefTings  derived- from 
this  fource. 

There  is  a fpecies  of  falfe  reafoning,  with  regard 
to  this  difeafe,  which  proves  faial  to  many.  A 
perfon  of  a found  conftitution  contradts  a flight 
degree  of  the  diforder.  He  gets  well  without 
taking  any  great  care,  or  ufing  much  medicine, 
and  hence  concludes  that  this  will  always  be  the 
cafe.  The  next  time  the  difeafe  occurs,  though 
ten  times  more  virulent,  he  purfues  the  fame  courfe, 
and  his  conftitution  is  ruined.  Indeed,  the  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  virulence  in  the  lm all -pox  are  not 
greater  than  this  difeafe,  though,  as  rhe  learned 
Sydenham  obferves,  in  fome  cafes  the  mo  ft  fkilful 
phylicians  cannot  cure,  and  in  others  the  moft  ig- 
norant old  woman  cannot  kill  the  patient  in  that 
diforder.  Though  a good  conftitution  is  always  in 
favour  of  the  patient,  yet  too  great  ftrefs  may  be 
laid  upon  it.  It  does  not  appear  from  obfervation, 
that  the  moft  robuft  conftitution  is  able  to  over- 
come the  virulence  of  the  venereal  contagion,  after 
it  has  got  into  the  habit.  In  this  cafe  a proper 
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courfe  of  medicine  is  always  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary. 

Although  it  is  impoflible,  on  account  of  the 
different  degrees  of  virulence,  &c.  to  lay  down 
fixed  and  certain  rules  for  the  cure  of  thjs  difeafe, 
yet  the  following  general  plan  will  always  be  found 
fafe,  and  oiten  fuccefsful,  viz,  to  bleed  and  admi- 
nifier  gentle  purges  with  diuretics  during  the  in- 
flammatory flate,  and  as  foon  as  the  fymptoms  of 
inflammation  are  abated,  to  adminifter  mercury,  in 
any  form  that  may  be  moft  agreeable  to  the  patient. 
The  fame  medicine,  afiifted  by  the  decodlion  of 
farfapariila,  and  a proper  regimen,  will  not  only 
fecure  the  conftitution  againft  the  further  progrefs 
of  a confirmed  pox,  but  will  generally  perform  a , 
complete  cure. 


CHAP.  XLVIII. 
DISEASES  OF  WOMEN. 

EN,  in  all  civilized  nations,  have  the 


management  of  domeflic  affairs,  and  it  is  very 
proper  they  fhould,  as  Nature  has  made  them  lefs 
fit  for  the  more  adlive  and  laborious  employments. 
This  indulgence,  however,  is  generally  carried  too 
far  5 and  females,  inftead  of  being  benefited  by  it, 
are  greatly  injured,  from  the  want  of  exercife  and 
free  air.  To  be  fatisfied  of  this,  one  need  only 
compare  the  frefh  and  ruddy  looks  of  a milk  maid, 
with  the  pale  complexion  of  thofe  females  whofe 
whole  time  is  fpent  within  doors.  Though  Na- 
ture has  made  an  evident  diftindlion  between  the 
male  and  female  with  regard  to  bodily  ftrength  and 
►vigour,  yet  fhe  certainly  never  meant,  either  that 
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the  one  fhould  be  always  without,  or  the  other  al- 
ways within  doors. 

The  confinement  of  females,  befides  hurting 
their  figure  and  complexion,  relaxes  their  folids, 
weakens  their  minds,  and  diforders  all  the  func- 
tions of  the  body.  Hence  proceed  obftrudtions, 
indigeftion,  flatulence,  abortions,  and  the  whole 
train  of  nervous  diforders.  Thefe  not  only  unfit 
women  for  being  mothers  and  nurfes,  but  often 
render  them  whimfical  and  ridiculous.  A found 
mind  depends  fo  much  upon  a Wealthy  body,  that 
where  the  latter  is  wanting  the  former  is  rarely  to 
be  found. 

I have  always  obferved,  that  women  who  were 
chiefly  employed  without  doors,  in  the  different 
branches  of  hufbandrv,  gardening,  and  the  like, 
were  almoft  as  hardy  as  their  hufbands,  and  that 
their  children  were  likewife  ftrong  and  healthy. 
But  as  the  bad  effe&s  of  confinement  and  inactivity 
upon  both  fexes  have  been  already  fhewn,  we  fhall 
proceed  to . point  out  thofe  circumftances  in  the 
ffru&ure  and  defign  of  females,  which  fubjedt  them 
to  peculiar  difeafesj  the  chief  of  which  are,  their 
monthly  evacuations , pregnancy , and  child -hearing. 
Thefe  indeed  canifot  f*  jperly  be  called  difeafes, 
but  from  the  delicacy  of  the  fex,  and  their  being 
often  improperly  managed  in  fuch  fituations,  they 
become  the  fource  of  numerous  calamities. 

OF  THE  MENSTRUAL  DISCHARGE. 

Females  generally  begin  to  menftruate  about  the 
age  of  fifteen,  and  leave  it  off  abrout  fifty,  which 
renders  thefe  two  periods  the  moft  critical  of  their 
lives.  About  the  firft  appearance  of  this  difcharge, 
the  conftitution  undergoes  a very  confiderable 
change^  generally  indeed  for  the  better,  though 
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fometimes  for  the  worfe.  The  greateft  care  is  now 
necefiary,  as  the  future  health  and  happinefs  of  the 
female  depends  in  a great  meafure  upon  her  con- 
duct at  this  period*. 

If  a girl  about  this  time  of  life  be  confined  to 
the  houfey  kept  conftantly  fitting,  and  neither  al- 
lowed to  romp  about,  nor  employed  in  any  a&ive 
bufinefs,  which  gives  exercife  to  the  whole  body* 
Ihe  becomes  weak,  relaxed,  and  puny;  her  blood 
not  being  duly  prepared,  fhe  looks  pale  and  wan; 
her  health,  fpirits,  and  vigour  decline,  and  fhe 
finks  into  a valetudinarian  for  life.  Such  is  the 
fate  of  numbers  of  thofe  unhappy  females,  who* 
either  from  too  much  indulgence,  or  their  own 
narrow  circumftances,  are,  at  this  critical  period* 
denied  the  benefit  of  exercife  and  free  air. 

A lazy,  indolent  difpofition  proves  likewife  very 
hurtful  to  girls  at  this  period.  One  feldom  meets 
with  complaints  from  obftrutftions  amongft  the 
more  aCtive  and  induftrioras  part  of  the  fex;  where* 
as  the  indolent  and  lazy  are  feldom  free  from  them. 
Thefe  are  in  a manner  eaten  up  by  the  chlorofis>  or 
green -ficknefs,  and  other  difeafes  of  this  nature. 
We  would  therefore  recommend  it  to  all  who  wifh 
to  efcape  thefe  calamities,  to  avoid  indolence  and 
inactivity,  as  their  greateft  enemies,  and  to  be  as 
much  abroad  in  the  open  a iir  as  poftible. 

* It  is  the  duty  of  mothers,  and  thofe  who  are.  entrufted  with 
the  education  of  girls,  to  inftrudl  them  early  in  the  conduct  and 
management  of  themfelves  at  this  critical  period  of  their  lives, 
falfe  modefty,  inattention,  and  ign  oranceof  what  is  beneficial  or 
hurtful  at  this  time,  are  the  fources  pf  many  difeafes  and  misfor- 
tunes in  life,  which  a few  fenfible  Jeflons  from  an  experienced 
matron  might  have  prevented.  No  r is  care  lefs  necefiary  in  the 
fubfequent  returns  of  this  difcharg;.  Taking  improper  food. 
Violent  affe&ionsof  the  mind,  or  ca  tching  cold  at  this  period,  is 
pftep  fufncient  to  ruin  the  health,  04  to  render  the  female  ever 
#ff®f  jncapable  of  procreation. 
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Another  thing  which  proves  very  hurtful  to  girls 
about  this  period  of  life,  is  unwholefome  food.. 
Fond  of  all  manner  of  trafh,  they  often  indulge 
in  it,  till  their  whole  humours  are  quite  vitiate^L 
Hence  enfue  indigeftions,  want  of  appetite,  and  a 
numerous  train  of  evilL  If  the  fluids  be  not  duly- 
prepared,  it  is  utterly  impoffible  that  the  fecretions 
fhould  go  properly  on.  Accordingly  we  find,  that 
iuch  girls  as  lead  an  indolent  life,  and  eat  great 
quantities  of  trafh,  are  not  only  fubjedt  to  obftruc- 
tions  of  the  menjes,  but  likewife  to  glandular  obftruc- 
tions;  as  the  fcrophula,  or  king’s  evil,  &c. 

A dull  difpofition  is  alfa  very  hurtful  to  girls  at 
this  period.  It  is  a rare  thing  to  fee  a fprightly 
girl  who  does  not  enjoy  good  health,  while  the 
grave,  moping,  melancholy  creature,  proves  the 
very  prey  of  vapours  and  hyflerics.  Youth  is  the 
iealon  for  mirth  and  cheerfulnefs.  Let  it  therefore 
be  indulged.  It  is  an  abfolute  duty.  To  lay  in  a 
flock  of  health  in  time  of  youth,  is  as  neceffary  a 
piece  of  prudence,  as  to. make  provifion  againflthe 
decays  of  old  age.  While,  therefore,  wife  Nature 
prompts  the  happy  youth  to  join  in  fprightly  amufe- 
ments,  let  not  the  fevere;  dictates  of  hoary  age  for- 
bid the  ufeful  impulfe,  nor  damp,  with  ferious 
gloom,  the  feafon  deflioed  to  mirth  and  innocent 
feflivity. 

Another  thing  very  hurtful  to  females  about  this 
period  of  life  is  flrait  clothes.  They  are  fond  of  a 
fine  fliape,  and  foolifhly  imagine  that  this  can  be 
acquired  by  lacing  themfelves  tight.  Hence,  by 
fqueezing  the  flomach.  and  bowels,  they  hurt  the 
digeflion,  and  occafion  many  incurable  maladies. 
This  error  is  not  indeed  fo  common  as  it  has  been; 
but,  as  fafhions  change,  it  may  come  about  again: 
we  therefore  think  it  not  improper  to  mention  it.  I 
know  many  females  who,  to  this  dav,  (eel  the  dire- 
8 fu\ 
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ful  eflfe&s  of  that  wretched  cuflom  which  prevailed 
fome  years  ago,  of  fqueezing  every  girl  into  as  fmall 
a fize  in  the  middle  as  pofiible.  Human  invention 
could  not  poffibly  have  devifed  a pra&ice  more  de- 
frrudtive  t<&  health. 

After  a female  has  arrived  at  that  period  of  life 
when  the  menfes  ufually  begin  to  flow,  and  they  do 
not  appear,  but,  on  the  contrary,  her  health  and 
fpirits  begin  to  decline,  we  would  advife,  in  dead 
of  Glutting  the  poor  girl  up  in  the  houfe,  and 
dofing  her  with  fleel,  afafcetida,  and  other  nau- 
feous  drugs,  to  place  her  in  a fuuation  where  flie 
can  enjoy  the  benefit  of  free  air  and  agreeable 
company.  There  let  her  eat  wholefome  food,  take 
fufncient  exercife,  and  amufe  herfelf  in  the  moft 
agreeable  manner;  and  we  have  little  reafon  to 
fear,  but  Nature,  thus  afiifted,  will  do  her  proper 
work.  Indeed  fhe  feldom  fails,  unlefs  where  the 
fault  is  on  our  fide. 

This  difcharge  in  the  beginning  is  feldom  fo  in- 
ftantaneous  as  to  furprifc  females  unawares.  It  is 
generally  preceded  by  fymptoms  which  foretel  its 
approach;  as  a fenfe  of  heat,  weight*  and  dull 
pain  in  the  loins;  diflenfion  and  hardnefs  of  the 
breads;  head-ach;  lofs  of  appetite;  lafiitude;  paie- 
nefs  of  the  countenance;  ajid  fometimes  a flight 
degree  of  fever.  When  thefe  fymptoms  appear 
about  the  age  at  which  the  menftrual  flux  ulually 
begins,  every  thing  fbould  be  carefully  avoided 
which  may  obflrudt  that  neceflfary  and  falutary  eva- 
cuation; and  all  means  ufed  to  promote  it;  as  fit- 
ting frequently  over  the  fleams  of  warm  water, 
drinking  warm  diluting  liquors,  &c. 

After  the  menfes  have  once  begun  to  flow,  the 
greateft  care  ihould  be  taken  to  avoid  every  thing 
that  may  tend  to  obftrudt  them.  Females  ought 
to  be  exceeding  cautious  of  what  they  eat  or  drink 
at  the  time  they  are  out  of  order.  Every  thing 

that 
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that  is  cold,  or  apt  to  four  on  the  ftomach,  ought 
to  be  avoided;  as  fruit,  butter-milk,  and  fuch 
like.  Fifh,  and  all  ki  nds  of  food  that  are  hard  of 
digeflion,  are  alfo  to  be  avoided.  As  it  is  impof- 
Able  to  mention  every  thing  that  may  difagree 
with  individuals  at  this  time,  we  would  recom- 
mend it  to  every  female  to  be  very  attentive  to 
what  difagrees  with  herfdf,  and  carefully  to  avoid 
it. 

Cold  is  extremely  hurtful  at  this  particular  pe- 
riod. More  of  the  fex  date  their  difeafes  from 
colds,  caught  while  they  are  out  of  order,  than 
from  all  other  caufes.  This  ought  furely  to  put 
them  upon  their  guard,  and  to  make  them  very 
circumfpeft  in  their  condu<5t  at  fuch  times.  A de- 
gree of  cold  that  will  not  in  the  lead  hur£  them  at 
another  time,  will  at  thi 5 period  be  fufficient  en- 
tirely to  ruin  their  health  and  conftitution. 

The  greateft  attention  oiught  likewife  to  be  paid 
to  the  mind,  which  ffiould  be  kept  as  eafy  and 
cheerful  as  poffible.  Every  part  of  the  animal  eco- 
nomy is  influenced  by  the  paffions,  but  none  more 
fo  than  this.  Anger,  fear,,  grief,  and  other  affec- 
tions of  the  mind,  often  occafion  obftru&ions  of 
the  menftrual  flux,  which  prove  abfolutely  incu- 
rable. 

From  whatever  caufe  this  flux  is  obftru&ed,  ex- 
cept in  the  (late  of  pregnancy,  proper  means Jhouldl 
be  ufed  to  reftore  it.  For  this  purpofe/we  would 
recommend  fufficient  exercife,  in  a dry,  open,  and 
rather  cool  air;  wholeforne  diet,*  and,  if  the  bod^ 
be  weak  and  languid,  generous  liquors;  alfo  cheer- 
ful company  and  all  manner  of  amufements.  fif 
thefe  fail,  recourfe  muft^be  had  to  medicine. 

When  obftrudtions  proceed  from  a weak  relaxed 
ftate  of  the  folids,  fuch  medicines  as  tend  to  pro- 
mote digeftion,  to  brace  the  folids,  and  aflift  the 
body  in  preparing  good  blood,  ought  to  be  ufed* 

The 
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The  principal  of  thefe  are  iron  and  the  Peruvian 
bark,  with  other  bitter  and  aftringent  medicines. 
Filings  of  iron  may  be  infufed  in  wine  or  ale,  two 
or  three  ounces  to  an  Englifh  quart,  and  after  it 
has  flood  for  two  or  three  weeks  it  may  be  filtered, 
and  about  half  a wine-glafs  of  it  taken  twice  a- day : 
or  prepared  fteel  may  be  taken  in  the  dofe  of  half 
a drachm,  mixed  with  a little  honey  or  treacle, 
three  or  four  times  a-day.  The  bark  and  other 
bitters  may  either  be  taken  in  fubflance  or  infufion, 
as  is  moft  agreeable  to  the  patient. 

When  obflruCtions  proceed  from  a vifcid  (late  of 
the  blood;  or  for  women  of  a*  grofs  or  full  habit, 
evacuations,  and  fuch  medicines  as  attenuate  the 
humours,  are  neceffary.  The  patient  in  this  cafe 
ought  to,  be  bled,  to  bathe  her  feet  frequently  in 
warm  water,  to  take  now  and  then  a cooling  purge, 
and  to  live  upon  a fpare  thin  diet.  Her  drink 
fhould  be  whey,  water,  or  frnall  beer,  and  (he 
ought  to  take  fufficient  exercife.  A tea-fpoonful 
of  the  tinClure  of  black  hellebore  may  alfo  be 
taken  twice  a-day  in  a cup  of  warm  water. 

When  obftru&ions  proceed  from  affections  of 
the  mind,  as  grief,  fear,  anger,  &c.  every  me- 
thod fhould  be  taken  to  amufe  and  divert  the  pa- 
tient. And  that  (he  may  the  more  readily  forge* 
the  caufe  of  her  affliction,  fhe  ought,  if  poffible, 
to  be  removed  from  the  place  where  it  happened. 
A change  of  place,  by  prefenting  the  mind  with  & 
variety  of  new  objeCts,  has  often  a very  happy  in- 
fluence in  relieving  it  from  the  deepeft  diftrefs.  A 
Toothing,  kind,  and  affable  behaviour  to  females  in 
this  fituation  is  alfo  of  the  lad  importance. 

Aa  obftruCtion  of  the  menfas  is  often  the  effeCt  of 
other  maladies.  When  this  is  the  cafe,  inftead  of 
giving  medicines  to  force  that  difcharge,  which 
might  be  dangerous,  we  ought  by  all  means  to  en- 
deavour to  reftore  the  patient’s  health  and  ftrength. 

Whef 
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When  that  is  effected,  the  other  will  return  of 
courfe. 

But  the  menftrual  flux  may  be  too  great  as  well 
as  too  fmall.  When  this  happens,  the  patient  be- 
comes weak,  the  colour  pale,  the  appetite  and  di- 
geflion  .are  bad,  to  which  cedematous  fwellings  of  the 
feet,  dropfies,  and  confumptions  often  enfue.  This 
frequently  happens  to  women  about  the  age  of 
forty- five  or  fifty,  and  is  very  difficult  to  cure.  It 
may  proceed  from  a fedentary  life;  a full  diet, 
con  filling  chiefly  of  faltecf,  high-feaioned,  or  acrid 
food;  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors;  cxcefffVe  fa- 
tigue; relaxation;  a diffolved  ffcate  of  the  blood; 
violent  paffions  of  the  mind,  &c. 

The  treatment  of  this  difeafe  mufl  be  varied  ac- 
cording to  its  caule.  When  it  is  occafioned  by 
any  error  in  the  patient’s  regimen,  an  oppofite 
courfe  to  that  which  induced  the  diforder  mufl  be 
purfued,  and  fuch  medicines  taken  as  have  a tend- 
ency to  refrain  the  flux,  and  counteract  the  morbid 
afFeCtions  of  the  ivftem  from  whence  it  proceeds. 

To  reltrain  the  flux,  the  patient  ffiould  be  kept 
quiet  and  eafy  both  in  body  and  mind.  If  it  be 
very  violent,  the  ought  to  lie  in  bed  with  her  head 
low;  to  live  upon  a cool  and  flender  diet,  as  veal  or 
chicken  broths  with  bread;  and  to  drink  decoCtions 
of  nettle- roots,  or  the  greater  comfrey  If  thefe 
be  not  fufficient  to  flop  the  flux,  ftronger  aftrin- 
gents  may  be  ufed,  as  Japan  earth,  ailum,  elixir 
of  vitriol,  the  Peruvian  bark,  &c.* 

* Two  drachms  of  ailum  and  one  of  Japan  earth  may  be 
pounded  together,  and  divided  into  eight  or  nine  dofes,  one  of 
which  may  be  tak>  n three  times  a day. 

Perfons  whofe  ftomachs  cannot  bear  the  allum,  may  take  two 
table- fpoonfuis  of  the  tin&ure  of  rofes  three  or  four  times  a day, 
to  each  dofe  of  which  ten  drops  of  laudanum  may  be  added. 

If  thefe ihojild  fail,  half  a drachm  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  in 
powder,  with  ten  drops  of  the  elixir  of  vitriol,  may  be  taken, 
in  a glafs  of  red  wine,  four  times  a-day. 
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The  uterine  flux  may  offend  in  quality  as  well 
as  in  quantity.  What  is  ufually  called  the  fluor 
albns , or  whites,  is  a very  common  difeafe,  and 
proves  extremely  hurtful  to  delicate  women.  This 
difcharge,  however,  is  not  always  white,  but 
fometimes  pale,  yellow,  green,  or  of  a blackifti 
colour;  fometimes  it  is  fharp  and  corrofive,  fome- 
times  foul. and  foetid,  &c.  It  is  attended  with 
a pale  complexion,  pain  in  the  back,  lofs  of  ap- 
petite, fweliing  of  the  feet,  and  other  figns  of 
debility.  It  generally  proceeds  from  a relaxed 
ftate  of  the  body,  arifing  from  indolence,  the 
exceffive  ufe  of  tea,  coffee,  or  other  weak  and  watery 
diet* 

To  remove  this  difeafe,  the  patient  mufl  take 
as  much  exercife  as  fhe  can  bear  without  fatigue* 
Her  food  fhould  be  folid  and  nourifhing,  but 
of  eafy  digeftion;  and  her  drink  rather  gene- 
rous, as  red  port  or  claret  mixed  with  Pyrmont, 
Briftol,  or  lime-water.  Tea  and  coffee  are  to 
be  avoided.  I have  often  known  ftrong  broths 
have  an  exceeding  good  effed,  and  fometimes 
a milk  diet  alone  will  perform  a cure.  The 
patient  ought  not  to  lie  too  long  a-bed.  When 
medicine  is  neceffary,  we  know  none  preferable 
to  the  Peruvian  bark,  which  in  this  cafe  ought 
always  to  be  taken  in  fubftance.  In  warm 
weather,  the  cold  bath  will  be  of  confiderable 
fervice. 

That  period  of  life  at  which  the  menjes  Ceafe  to 
. flow,  is  likewife  very  critical  to  the  fex*  The 
ftoppage  of  any  cuftomary  evacuation,  however 
fmall,  is  fufficient  to  diforder  the  whole  frame,  and 
often  to  deftroy  life  itfelf.  Hence  it  comes  to  pafs, 
that  fo  many  women  either  fall  into  chronic  difor- 
ders,  or  die  about  this  time.  Such  of  them,  how- 
ever, as  furvive  it,  without  contracting  any  chronic 
difeafe,  often  become  more  healthy  and  hardy  than 
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they  were  before,  and  enjoy  ftrength  and  vigotrtf 
to  a very  great  age. 

If  the  menjes  ceafe  all  of  a fudden,  in  wo- 
men of  a full  habit,  they  ought  to  abate  fome- 
what  of  their  ufual  quantity  of  food,  efpecially 
of  the  more  nouriftiing  kind,  as  flefh,  eggs, 

They  ought  likewife  to  take  fufficient  exercife, 
and  to  keep  the  body  open.  This  may  be  done 
by  taking,  onee  or  twice  a-week,  a little  rhu- 
barb, or  an  infufion  of  hiera  picra  in  wine  or 
brandy. 

It  often  happens  that  women  of  a grofs  habit,  at 
this  period  of  life,  have  ulcerous  fores  break  out 
about  their  ancles,  or  in  other  parts  of  the  body* 
Such  ulcers  ought  to  be  confidered  as  critical,  and 
ihould  either  be  fuffered  to  continue  open,  or  have 
artificial  drains  fubftituted  in  their  Head.  Women 
who  will  have  fuch  fores  dried  up,  are  often  foon 
after  carried  off  by  acute  difeafes,  or  fall  into  thef© 
©f  a chronic  nature. 


OF  PREGNANCY. 

Though  pregnancy  is  not  a difeafe,  yet  that  ffate 
is  often  attended  with  a variety  of  complaints  which 
merit  attention,  and  which  fometimes  require  the 
afliftance  of  medicine.  Some  women  indeed  are 
more  healthy  during  their  pregnancy  than  at  any 
other  time  3 but  this  is  by  no  means  the  general 
cafe : mo  ft  of  them  breed  in  forrow,  and  are  fre- 
quently indifpofed  during  the  whole  time  of  preg- 
nancy. Few  fatal  difeafes,  however,  happen  du- 
ring that  periods  and  hardly  any,  except  abortion* 
that  can  be  called  dangerous. 

Pregnant  women  are  often  afflidled  with  the 
heart-burn.  The  method  of  treating  this  complaint 
has  been  already  pointed  out.  They  are  likewife, 
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in  the  more  early  periods  of  pregnancy,  often  ha- 
raffed  with  ficknefs  and  vomiting,  efpecially  in  the 
morning.  The  method  of  relieving  thefe  com- 
plaints has  alfo  been  ffiewn*  Both  the  head-ach 
and  tooth-ach  are  very  troublefome  fymptoms  of 
pregnancy.  The  former  may  generally  be  removed 
by  keeping  the  body  gently  open,  by  the  ufe  of 
prunes,  figs,  roafted  apples,  and  fuch  like.  When 
the  pain  is  very  violent,  bleeding  may  be  necef- 
fary*  For  the  treatment  of  the  latter,  we  muft  re- 
fer to  that  article.  Several  other  complaints  inci- 
dent to  pregnant  women  might  be  mentioned,  as  a 
cough  and  difficulty  of  breathing,  fuppreffion  and 
incontinency  of  urine,  &c.;  but  as  all  of  thefe 
have  been  taken  notice  of  before,  it  is  needlefs  to 
repeat  them. 

Every  pregnant  woman  is  more  or  lefs  in  danger 
of  abortion.  This  fhould  be  guarded  againtl  with 
the  greateft  care,  as  it  not  only  weakens  the  con- 
ftitution,  but  renders  the  woman  liable  to  the 
fame  misfortune  afterwards*.  Abortion  may  hap- 
pen at  any  period  of  pregnancy,  but  it  is  mod: 
common  in  the  fecond  or  third  month.  Some- 
times, however,  it  happens  in  the  fourth  cr  fifth. 
If  it  happens  within  the  firft  month,  it  is  ufually 
called  a falfe  conception;  if  after  the  feventh 
month,  the  child  may  often  be  kept  alive  by  proper 
care. 

The  common  caufes  of  abortion  are,  the  death  of 
the  child;  weaknefs  or  relaxation  of  the  mother; 
great  evacuations;  violent  exercife;  raifing  great 

* Every  mother  who  procures  an  abortion  does  it  at  the  ha- 
zard of  her  life;  yet  there  are  not  a few  who  ran  this  riik  merely 
to  prevent  the  trouble  of  bearing  and  bringing  up  children.  It 
is  furely  a moft  unnatural  crime,  and  cannot,  even  in  the  moll 
abandoned,  be  viewed  without  horror;  but  in  the  decent  ma- 
tron, it  is  {till  more  unpardonable, — Thofe  wretches  who  daily 
advertife  their  affiftance  to  women  in  this  bufinefs,  deferve,  in 
my  opinion,  the  moll  fevere  of  all  human  punifnments. 
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weights ; reaching  too  high;  jumping,  or  flapping 
from  an  eminence;  vomiting;  coughing;  convul- 
fion  fits;  blows  on  the  belly;  falls;  fevers;  dis- 
agreeable fmells;  excefs  of  blood;  indolence; 
high  living;  or  the  contrary;  violent  paflions  or 
affedtions  of  the  mind,  as  fear,  grief,  &c. 

The  figns  of  approaching  abortion  are,  pain  in 
the  loins,  or  about  the  bottom  of  the  belly;  a dull 
heavy  pain  in  the  infide  of  the  thighs;  a flight  de- 
gree of  coldncfs,  or  fhivering;  ficknefs,  palpita- 
tion of  the  heart;  the  breads  become  flat  and  foft; 
the  belly  falls;  and  there  is  a difcharge  of  blood 
or  watery  humours  from  the  womb. 

To  prevent  abortion,  we  would  advife  women 
of  a weak  or  relaxed  habit  to  ufe  folid  food,  avoid- 
ing great  quantities  of  tea,  and  other  weak  and 
watery  liquors;  to  rife  early  and  go  foon  to  bed; 
to  fhun  damp  houfes;  to  take  frequent  exercife  in 
the  open  air,  but  to  avoid  fatigue;  and  never  to 
go  abroad  in  damp  foggy  weather,  if  they  can 
fhurt  it. 

Women  of  a full  habit  ought  to  ufe  a fpare 
diet,  avoiding  Arong  liquors,  and  every  thing  that 
may  tend  to  heat  the  body,  or  increafe  the  quan- 
tity of  blood.  Their  diet  fhould  be  of  an  open- 
ing nature,  confiding  principally  of  vegetable  fub- 
ftances.  Every  woman  with  child  ought  to  be 
kept  cheerful  and  eafy  in  her  mind.  Her  appetites* 
even  though  depraved,  ought  to  be  indulged  as  far 
as  prudence  wiii  permit. 

When  any  figns  of  abortion  appear,  the  woman 
ought  to  be  laid  in  bed  on  a mattrefs,  with  her 
head  low.  She  fhould  be  kept  quiet,  and  her 
mind  foothed  and  comforted.  She  ought  not  to 
be  kept  too  hot,  nor  to  take  any  thing  of  a heat- 
ing nature.  Eler  food  fhould  confift  of  broths, 
rice  and  milk,  jellies,  gruels  made  of  oat-meal, 
and  the  like,  ail  of  which  ought  to  be  taken  cold. 
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If  fhe  be  able  to  bear  it,  (he  fhould  lofe  at  lead 
half  a pound  of  blood  from  the  arm.  Her  drink 
ought  to  be  barley-water  fharpened  with  juice  of 
lemon;  or  fhe  may  take  half  a drachm  of  pow- 
dered nitre,  in  a cup  of  water-gruel,  every  five  or 
fix  hours.  If  the  woman  be  feized  with  a violent 
loofenefs,  fhe  ought  to  drink  the  decoclion  of  cal- 
cined hartfhorn  prepared.  If  fhe  be  affected  with 
vomiting,  let  her  take  frequently  two  table-fpoon- 
fuls  of  the  faline  mixture.  In  general,  opiates 
are  of  fervice;  but  they  fhould  always  be  given 
with  caution. 

Sanguine  robud  women,  who  are  liable  to  mif- 
carry  at  a certain  time  of  pregnancy,  ought  always 
to  be  bled  a few  days  before  that  period  arrives. 
By  this  means,  and  obferving  the  regimen  above 
prefcribed,  they  might  often  efcape  that  misfor- 
tune. 

Though  we  recommend  due  care  for  preventing 
abortion,  we  would  not  be  underftood  as  redrain- 
ing  pregnant  women  from 'their  ufual  exercifes. 
This  would  generally  operate  the  quite  contrary 
way.  Want  of  exercife  not  only  relaxes  the  body, 
but  induces  a plethora,  or  too  great  a fulnefs  of 
the  veffels,  which  are  the  two  principal  caufes  of 
abortion.  There  are,  however,  fome  women  of  fo 
delicate  a texture,  that  it  is  neceffary  for  them  to 
avoid  almoft  every  kind  of  exercife  during  the 
whole  period  of  pregnancy. 

OF  CHILD-BIRTH. 

Many  difeafes  proceed  from  the  want  of  due  care 
in  child-bed;  and  the  more  hardy  part  of  the  fex 
are  mod  apt  to  defpife  the  neceffary  precautions  in 
this  date.  This  is  peculiarly  the  cafe  with  young 
wives.  They  think,  when  the  labour-pains  are 
Mm3  ended. 
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ended,  the  danger  is  over-,  but  in  truth  it  may 
only  then  be  faid  to  be  begun.  Nature,  if  left  to 
herfelf,  will  feldom  fail  to  expel  the  fcstus ; but  pro- 
per care  and  management  are  certainly  neceflary 
for  the  recovery  of  the  mother.  No  doubt  mif- 
chief  may  be  done  by  too  much  as  well  as  by  too 
little  care.  Hence  females  who  have  the  greateft 
number  of  attendants  in  child-bed  generally  reco- 
ver word.  But  this  is  not  peculiar  to  the  (late  of 
child-bed.  ExceiTive  care  always  defeats  its  own  in- 
tention, and  is  generally  more  dangerous  than  none 
at  all*. 

During  actual  labour,  nothing  of  a heating  na- 
ture ought  to  be  given.  The  woman  may  now 
and  then  take  a little  panado,  and  her  drink  ought 
to  be  toad  and  water,  or  thin  groat-gruel.  Spirits, 
wines,’  cordial-waters,  and  other  things  which  are 
given  with  a view  to  ftrengthen  the  mother,  and 
promote  the  birth,  for  the  mod  part  tend  only  to 
increafe  the  fever,  inflame  the  womb,  and  retard 
the  labour.  Befides,  they  endanger  the  woman 
afterwards,  as  they  often  occafion  violent  and 

* Though  the  management  of  women  in  child-bed  has  been 
pradlifed  as  an  employmeht  fince  the  earlieft  accounts  of  time; 
yet  it  is  Hill  in  moll  countries  on  a very  bad  footing.  Few  wo- 
men think  of  following  this  employment  till  they  are  reduced  to 
the  neceflity  of  doing  it  for  bread.  Hence  not  one  in  a hundred  : 
of  them  have  any  education,  or  proper  knowledge  of  their  bu- 
iinefs.  It  is  true,  that  Nature,  if  left  to  herielf,  will  generally  : 
expel  the  fetus',  but  it  is  equally  true,  that  moll  women  in 
child-bed  require  to  be  managed  with  Ikill  and  attention,  and  ' 
that  they  are  often  hurt  by  the  fuperftitious  prejudices  of  igno- 
rant and  officious  mid  wives.  The  mifehief  done  in  this  way  is 
much  greater  than  is  generally  imagined ; moll  of  which  might  | 
be  prevented  by  allowing  no  women  to  pradlife  midwifery  but 
fuch  as  are  properly  qualified.  Were  due  attention  paid  to  this, 
it  would  not  only  be  the  means  of  faving  many  lives,  but  would: 
prevent  the  necefficy  of  employing  men  in  this  indelicate  and 
difagreeable  branch  of  medicine,  whi^h  is,  on  many  accounts, 
snore  proper  for  the  other  fex0 
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arortal  haemorrhages,  or  difpofe  her  to  eruptive 
^nd  other  fevers. 

When  the  labour  proves  tedious  and  difficult,  to 
prevent  inflammations,  it  will  be  proper  to  bleed. 
An  emollient  clyftcr  ought  likewijfe  frequently  to 
be  admin  ifteredt;  and  the  patient  Ihould  fit  over  the 
fleams  of  warm  water.  The  pafiage  ought  to  be 
.gently  rubbed  with  a little  fo ft  -pomatum  or  frefh 
butter,  and  cloths  wrung  out  of  warm  water  ap- 
plied over  the  belly.  If  nature  teems  to  fink,  and 
the  woman  is  greatly  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  a 
draught  of  generous  wine,  or  fome  other  cordial, 
may  be  given,  but  not  otherwife*  Thefe  direc- 
tions are  fufficient  in  natural  labours;  and  in  all 
preternatural  cafes,  a fkilfui  furgeon,  or  man-mid- 
wife, ought  to  be  called  as  foon  as  poffible. 

After  delivery,  the  woman  ought  to  be  kept  as 
-quiet  and  .eafy  as  polFible*.  Her  food  fhould  be 
light  and  thin,  as  gruel,  panado,  &c.  and  her 
drink  weak  and  diluting.  To  this  rule,  however, 
there  are  many  exceptions.  I have  known  feveral 
women,  whofe  lpirits  could  not  be  fupported  in 
child-bed  without  folid  food  and  generous  liquors; 
to  fuch,  a glafs  of  wine  and  a bit  pf  chicken  muft 
be  allowed. 

Sometimes  an  exceffive  haemorrhage  or  flooding 
happens  after  delivery.  In  this  cate  the  patient 
Ihould  be  Lid  with  her  head  low,  kept  cool,  and 
be  in  all  refpe&s  treated  as  for  an  exceffive  flux  of 
the  menfes.  If  the  flooding  proves  violent,  linen 
Cloths,  which  have  been  wrung  out  of  a mixture  of 

* We  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  that  ridiculous  cuftom 
which  ftil'l  prevails  in  fome  parts  of  the  country,  of  colle&ing  a 
number  of  women  together  upon  fuch  occafions.  Thefe,  in- 
stead of  being  ufeful,  ferve  only  to  crowd  the  houfe,  and  ob- 
ftrudt  the  nece/Tary  attendants.  Befides,  they  hurt  the  patient 
with  their  noife  ; and  often,  by  their  untimely  and  impertinent 
£4vice,  do  much  mifehief. 

M m 4 equal 
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equal  parts  of  vinegar  and  water,  or  red  wine* 
fhould  be  applied  to  the  belly,  the  loins,  and  the 
thighs:  thefe  mud  be  changed  as  they  grow  dry; 
and  may  be  difcontinued  as  foon  as  the  flooding 
abates*. 

If  there  be  violent  pains  after  delivery,  the  pa- 
tient ought  to  drink  plentifully  of  warm  diluting 
liquors,  as  groat-gruel,  or  tea  with  a little  faffron 
in  it;  and  to  take  fmall  broths,  with  carraway- 
feeds,  ora  bit  of  orange-peel  in  them;  an  ounce 
of  the  oil  of  fweet  almonds  may  likewife  be  fre- 
quently taken  in  a cup  of  any  of  the  above  liquors; 
and  if  the  patient  be  reftlefs,  a fpoonful  of  the  fy- 
rup  of  poppies  may  now  and  then  be  mixed  with  a 
cup  of  her  drink.  If  fhe  be  hot  or  feverifh,  one 
of  the  following  powders  may  be  taken  in  a cup  of 
her  ufual  drink  every  five  or  fix  hours  f. 

An  inflammation  of  the  womb  is  a dangerous 
and  not  unfrequent  dif^afe  after  delivery.  It  is 
known  by  pains  in  the  lower  part  of  the  belly, 
which  are  greatly  increafed  upon  touching;  by  the 
tenfion  or  tightnefs  of  the  parts;  great  weaknefs; 
change  of  countenance;  a conftant  fever,  with  a 
weak  and  hard  pulfe;  a flight  delirium , or  raving; 
fometimes  inceffant  vomiting;  a hiccup;  a dis- 
charge of  reddifh,  {linking,  (harp  water  from  the 
womb;  an  inclination  to  go  frequently  to  flool;  a 
heat,  and  fometimes  total  fyppreffion  of  urine. 

• In  a violent  flooding  after  delivery,  I have  feen  very  good 
efFe&s  from  the  following  mixture:  Take  of  penny-royal  water, 
frniple  cinnamon-water,  and  fyrup  of  poppies,  each  two  ounces, 
elixir  of  vitriol  a drachm.  Mix,  and  take  two  table-fpoonful$ 
every  two  hours,  or  ofener,  if  necelfary. 

f Take  of  crabs  claws  prepared  half  an  ounce,  purified  nitre 
two  drachms,  /affron  powdered  half  a drachm  ; rub  them  toge- 
ther in  a mortar,  and  divide  the  whole  into  eight  or  nine  dofes. 

When  the  patient  is  Iow-lpirited,  or  troubled  with  hyfterical 
complaints,  Ihe  ought  to  take  frequently  twelve  or  fifteen  drops 
gf  the  tmdture  of  afafoeiidain  a cup  of  penny-royal  tea. 

' This 
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This  muft  be  treated  like  other  inflammatory 
diforders,  by  bleeding  and  plentiful  dilution.  The 
drink  may  be  thin  gruel  or  barley-water;  in  a cup 
of  which  half  a drachm  of  nitre  may  be  diffolved, 
and  taken  three  or  four  times  a-day.  Clyfters  of 
warm  milk  and  water  muft  be  frequently  admini- 
ftered;  and  the  belly  fhould  be  fomented  by  cloths 
wrung  out  of  warm  water,  or  by  applying  bladders 
filled  with  warm  milk  and  water  to  it. 

A fuppreflion  of  the  lochia , or  ufual  difcharges 
after  delivery,  and  the  milk-fever,  muft  be  treated 
nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  an  inflammation  of 
the  womb.  In  all  thefe  cafes,  the  fafeft  courfe  is 
plentiful  dilution,  gentle  evacuations,  and  fomenta- 
tions of  the  parts  afFe&ed.  In  the  milk-fever,  the 
breads  may  be  embrocated  with  a little  warm  lin- 
feed  oil,  or  the  leaves  of  red  cabbage  may  be  ap- 
plied to  them.  The  child  fhould  be  often  put  to 
the  bread,  or  it  fhould  be  drawn  by  fome  other 
perfon. 

Nothing  would  tend  more  to  prevent  the  milk^ 
fever  than  putting  the  child  early  to  the  bread.  ' 
The  cuftom  of  not  allowing  children  to  fuck  for 
the  firft  two  or  three  days,  is  contrary  to  Nature 
and  common  fenfe,  and  is  very  hurtful  both  to  the 
mother  and  child. 

Every  mother  who  has  milk  in  her  breads,  ought 
either  to  fuckle  her  own  child,  or  to  have  her 
breads  frequently  drawn,  at  lead  for  the  firft  month. 
This  wq.uld  prevent  many  of  the  difeafes  which 
prove  fatal  to  women  in  child-bed. 

When  an  inflammation  happens  in  the  bread,  at- 
tended with  rednefs,  hardnefs,  and  other  fymptoms 
of  fuppuration,  the  fafeft  application  is  a poultice 
of  bread  and  milk.,  foftened  with  oil  or  frefh  but- 
ter. This  may  be  renewed  twice  a-day,  till  the  tu- 
mour be  either  difcufled  or  brought  to  fuppura^ 
The  life  of  repellents,  in  this  cafe,  is*  very 

dangerous; 
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dangerous;  they  often  occafion  fevers,  and  fome- 
times  cancers;  whereas  a fuppuration  is  feldom  at- 
tended with  any  danger,  and  has  often  the  moft  fa- 
lutary  effe&s. 

When  the  nipples  are  fretted  or  chape,  they 
may  be  anointed  with  a mixture  of  oil.  and  bees- 
wax, or  a little  powdered  gum-arabic  may  be 
fprinkled  on  them.  I have  Teen  Hungary  water 
applied  to  the  nipples  have  a very  good  effed. 
Should  the  complaint  prove  obftinate,  a cooling 
purge  may  be  given,  which  generally  removes 
It. 

The  miliary  fever  is  a difeafe  incident  to  women 
in  child- bed;  but  as  it  has  been  treated  of  already, 
we  (hall  take  no  farther  notice  of  it.  The  cele- 
brated  Hoffman  obferves.  That  this  fever  of  child- 
bed women  might  generally  be  prevented,  if  they, 
during  their  pregnancy,  were  regular  in  their  diet, 
ufed  moderate  exercife,  took  now  and  then  a gentle 
laxative  of  manna,  rhubarb,  or  cream  of  tartar; 
not  forgetting  to  bleed  in  the  firft  months,  and 
avoid  all  fharp  air.  When  the  labour  is  coming 
on,  it  is  not  to  be  hailened  with  forcing  medicines, 
which  inflame  the  blood  and  humours,  or  put 
them  into  unnatural  commotions.  Care  fliould  be 
taken,  after  the  birth,  that  the  natural  excretions 
proceed  regularly;  and  if  the  pulfe  be  quick,  a 
little  nitrous  powder,  or  fome  other  cooling  medi- 
cines, fhould  be  adminiflered. 

The  mod  fatal  diforder  confequent  upon  deli- 
very is  th t puerperal,  or  child-bed  fever.  It  gene- 
rally makes  its  attack  upon  the  fecond  or  third  day 
after  delivery.  Sometimes  indeed  it  comes  04 
fooner,  and  at  other  times,  though  rarelyf  it  does 
not  appear  before  the  fifth  or  fixth  day. 

It  begins,  like  mod:  other  fevers,  with  a cold  or 
fhivering  fit,  which  is  fucceeded  by  reftleffnefs, 
pain  of  the  head,  great  ficknefs  at  ftomach,  and  bi- 
lious 
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lions  vomiting.  The  pulfe  is  generally  quick,  the 
tongue  dry,  and  there  is  a remarkable  depreffion  of 
spirits  and  lofs  of  ftrength.  A great  pain  is  ulually 
felt  in  the  back,  hips,  and  region  of  the  womb;  a 
fudden  change  in  the  quantity  or  quality  of  the  lochia 
alfo  takes  place;  and  the  patient  is  frequently 
troubled  \£ith  a tenefmusy  or  conftant  inclination  to 
go  to  ftool.  The  urine,  which  is  very  high-co- 
loured,  is  difcharged  in  fmall  quantity,  and  gene- 
rally with  pain.  The  belly  fometimes  fwells  to  a 
confiderable  bulk,  and  becomes  fufceptible  of  pain 
from  the  flighted:  touch.  When  the  fever  has  con- 
tinued for  a few  days,  the  fymptoms  of  inflamma- 
tion ufuaily  fubfide,  and  the  difeafe  acquires  a 
more  putrid  form.  At  this  period,  if  not  fooner, 
a bilious  or  putrid  loofenefs,  of  an  obftinate  and 
dangerous  nature,  comes  on,  and  accompanies  the 
difeafe  through  all  its  future  progrefs. 

There  is  not  any  difeafe  that  requires  to  be  treat- 
ed with  more  fkill  and  attention  than  this;  confe- 
quently  the  belt  afliftance  ought  always  to  be  ob- 
tained as  foon  as  poflxble.  In  women  of  plethoric 
conflitutions,  bleeding  will  generally  be  proper  at 
the  beginning;  it  ought  however  to  be  ufed  with 
caution,  and  not  to  be  repeated  unlefs  where  the 
figns  of  inflammation  rife  high;  in  which  cafe  it 
will  alfo  be  necefifary  to  apply  a bliftering-plafter  to 
the  region  of  the  womb. 

During  the  rigour,  or  cold  fit,  proper  means 
Ihould  be  ufed  to  abate  its  violence,  and  fhorten  its 
duration.  For  this  purpofe  the  patient  may  drink 
freely  of  warm  diluting  liquors,  and,  if  low,  may 
take  now  and  then  a cup  of  wine-whey;  warm  ap- 
plications to  the  extremities,  as  heated  bricks, 
bottles  or  bladders  filled  with  warm  water,  and 
fuch  like,  may  alfo  be  ufed  with  advantage. 

Emollient  clyfters  of  milk  and  water,  or  of 
fhicken  water,  ought  to  be  frequently  adminiftered 

through 
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through  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe.  Thefe  prove 
beneficial  by  promoting  a difcharge  from  the  in- 
teftines,  and  alfo  by  adting  as  a kindly  fomenta- 
tion to  the  womb  and  parts  adjacent.  Great  care 
however  is  requifite  in  giving  them,  on  account  of 
the  tenderncfs  of  the  parts  in  the  pelvis  at  this 
time. 

To  evacuate  the  offending  bile  from  the  ftomach, 
a vomit  is  generally  given.  But  as  this  is  apt  to 
increafe  the  irritability  of  the  ftomach,  already  too 
great,  it  will  be  fafer  to  omit  it,  and  to  give  in  its 
ftead  a gentle  laxative,  which  will  both  tend  to 
cool  the  body,  and  to  procure  a free  difcharge  of 
the  bile*. 

The  medicine  which  I have  always  found  to  fuc- 
ceed  beft  in  this  difeafe  is  the  faline  draught.  This, 
if  frequently  repeated,  will  often  put  a flop  to  the 
vomiting,  and  at  the  fame  time  leften  the  violence 
of  the  fever.  If  it  runs  off  by  ftool,  or  if  the  pa- 
tient be  reftlefs,  a few  drops  of  laudanum,  or  fome 
fyrup  of  poppies,  may  ogcafionally  be  added. 

If  the  ftools  fhould  prove  fo  frequent  as  to 
weaken  and  exhauft  the  patient,  a (larch  clyfter,  with 
thirty  or  forty  drops  of  laudanum  in  it,  may  be  ad- 
min ifterea  as  occafion  fhall  require;  and  the  drink 
may  be  rice-water,  in  every  Englifh  pint  of  which 
half  an  ounce  of  gum-arabic  has  been  diffolved. 
Should  thefe  fail,  recourfe  mu  ft  be  had  to  ColumboK 
root,  or  fome  other  aftringent  medicines. 

Though  in  general  the  food  ought  to  be  light, 
and  the  drink  diluting,  yet  when  the  difeafe  has 
been  long  protradled,  and  the  patient  is  greatly 

* Midwives  ought  to  be  very  cautious  in  adminiftering  vomits 
or  purges  to  women  in  child-bed.  I have  known  a woman,  who 
was  recovering  extremely  well,  thrown  into  the  mo  ft  imminent 
danger,  by  a ftrong  purge  which  was  given  her  by  an  officious 
midwife. 
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Jjpent  by  evacuations,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  fup- 
port  her  with  nourifhing  diet  and  generous  cor- 
dials. 

It  was  obferved  that  this  fever,  after  continuing 
for  fome  time,  often  acquires  a putrid  form.  In 
this  cafe  the  Peruvian  bark  mult  be  given,  either 
by  itfelf,  or  joined  with  cordials,  as  circumftances 
may  require.  As  the  bark  in  fubftance  will  be 
apt  to  purge,  it  may  be  given  in  decodtion  or  in- 
fufioil  mixed  with  the  tindture  of  rofes,  or  other 
gentle  aftringents-*  or,  a fcruple  of  the  exrradt  of 
bark  with  half  an  ounce  of  fpirituous  cinnamon- 
water,  two  ounces  of  common  water,  and  ten  drops 
of  laudanum,  may  be  made  into  a draught,  and 
given  every  fecond,  third,  or  fourth  hour,  as  fhali 
be  found  neceflary. 

When  the  ftomach  will  not  bear  any  kind  of 
nourilhment,  the  patient  may  be  fupported  for 
fome  time  by  clifters  of  beaf-tea,  or  chicken- 
water. 

To  avoid  this  fever,  every  woman  in  child-bed 
ought  to  be  kept  perfedtly  eafy*  her  food  Ihould 
be  light  and  Ample,  and  her  bed-chamber  cool, 
and  properly  ventilated.  There  is  not  any  thing 
more  hurtful  to  a woman  in  this  fituation  than  be- 
ing kept  too  warm.  She  ought  not  to  have  her 
body  bound  too  tight,  nor  to  rife  too  foon  from 
bed,  after  delivery*  catching  cold  is  alfo  to  be 
avoided*  and  a proper  attention  Ihould  be  paid  to 
cleanlinefs. 

To  prevent  the  milk-fever,  the  breads  ought  to 
be  frequently  drawn*  and  if  they  are  filled  previ- 
ous to  the  onfet  of  a fever,  they  Ihould,  upon  its 
firft  appearance,  be  drawn,  to  prevent  the  milk 
from  becoming  acrid,  and  its  being  abforbed  in 
this  ftate.  Coftivenefs  is  likewife  to  be  avoided. 
This  will  be  bell  effe&ed  by  the  ufe  of  mild  clylters 
and  a laxative  diet. 


We 
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We  fhall  conclude  our  obfervations  on  child-bed 
women  by  recommending  it  to  them,  above  all 
things,  to  beware  of  cold.  Poor  women,  whofe 
circumdances  oblige  them  to  quit  their  bed  too 
foon,  often  contract  difeafes  from  cold,  of  which 
they  never  recover.  It  is  pity  the  poor  are  not 
better  taken  care  of  in  this  fituation. 

But  the  better  fort  of  women  run  the  greateft 
hazard  from  too  much  heat.  They  are  generally 
kept  in  a fort  of  bagnio  for  the  fird  eight  or  ten 
days,  and  then  dreflfed  out  to  fee  company.  The 
danger  of  this  condu£t  mud  be  obvious  to  every 
one. 

The  fuperftitious  cuftom  of  obliging  women  to 
keep  the  houfe  till  they  go  to  church,  is  likewife  a 
very  common  caufe  of  catching  cold.  All  churches 
are  damp,  and  mod  of  them  cold;  confequently 
they  are  the  very  word  places  to  which  a woman 
can  go  to  make  her  fird  vifit,  after  having  been 
confined  in  a warm  room  for  a month. 


OF  BARRENNESS. 

Barrennefs  may  be  very  properly  reckoned 
among  the  difeafes  of  females,  as  few  married  wo- 
men who  have  not  children  enjoy  a good  date  of 
health.  It  may  proceed  from  various  caufes,  as 
high  living,  grief,  relaxation,  &c.  but  it  is  chiefly 
owing  to  an  obdru&ion  or  irregularity  of  the  men- 
drual  flux. 

It  is  very  certain  that  high  living  vitiates  the 
humours,  and  prevents  fecundity.  We  feldom 
find  a barren  woman  among  the  labouring  poor, 
while  nothing  is  more  common  among  the  rich  and 
affluent.  The  inhabitants  of  every  country  are  pro- 
lific in  proportion  to  their  poverty;  and  it  would 
be  an  eafy  matter  to  adduce  many  indances  of  wo- 
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tften,  who,  by  being  reduced  to  live  entirely  upon 
a milk  and  vegetable  diet,  have  conceived  and 
brought  forth  children,  though  they  never  had 
any  before.  Would  the  rich  ufe  the  fame  fort  of 
food  and  exercife  as  the  better  fort  of  peafants, 
they  would  fddom  have  caufe  to  envy  their  poor 
vaflals  and  dependants  the  bleffing  of  a numerous 
and  healthy  offspring,  while  they  pine  in  forrow 
for  the  want  of  even  a finglc  heir  to  their  extenfive 
domains. 

Affluence  begets  indolence,  which  not  only  vi- 
tiates the  humours,  but  induces  a general  relaxa- 
tion of  the  folids;  a ftate  highly  unfavourable  to 
procreation.  To  remove  this3  we  would  recom- 
mend the  following  courfe:  Firft,  fufficient  exer- 
cife in  the  open  air;  fecondly,  a diet  confifting 
chiefly  of  milk  and  vegetables*;  thirdly,  the  ufe 
of  aftringent  medicines,  as  fled,  allum,  dragons 
blood,  elixir  of  vitriol,  the  Spaw  or  Tunbridge 
waters,  Peruvian  bark,  &c.;  and  laflly,  above  all, 
the  cold  bath. 

Barrennefs  is  often  the  confequence  of  grief, 
fudden  fear,  anxiety,  or  any  of  the  paffions  which 
tend  to  obftrudt  the  menftrual  flux.  When  bar- 
rennefs is  fufpedted  to  proceed  from  affedtions  of 
the  mind,  the  perfon  ought  to  be  kept  as  eafy  and 
cheerful  as  pofflble;  all  difagreeable  objedts  are  to 
be  avoided,  ^nd  every  metho^  taken  to  amufe  and 
entertain  the  fancy. 


* Dr.  Chfeyne  avers,  that  want  of  children  is  oftner  the  fault 
of  the  male  than  of  the  female,  and  flrongly  recommends  a milk 
and  vegetable  diet  to  the  former  as  well  as  the  latter  ; adding, 
that  his  friend  Dr,  Taylor,  whom  he  calls  the  Milk-doclor  of 
Croydon,  had  brought  fundry  opulent  families  in  his  neighbour- 
hood, who  had  continued  fome  years  after  marriage  without  pro- 
geny, to  have  feveral  fine  children,  by  keeping  both  parents,  for 
a confiderable  time,  to  a milk  and  vegetable  diet. 
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DISEASES  OF  CHILDREN. 

ISERABLE  indeed  is  the  lot  of  man  in  the? 
^ A date  of  infancy!  He  comes  into  the  world 
more  helplefs  than  any  other  animal,  and  (lands 
much  longer  in  need  of  the  prote&ion  and^care  of 
his  parents;  but,  alas!  this  care  is  not  always  be- 
llowed upon  him;  and  when  it  is,  he  often  buffers 
as  much  from  improper  management  as  he  would 
have  done  frOm  negledl.  Hence  the  officious  care 
of  parents,  nurfes,  and  midwives,  becomes  one 
of  the  mod  fruitful  fources  of  the  diforders  of  in- 
fants*. 

It  mud  be  obvious  to  every  attentive  perfon, 
that  the  fird  difeafes  of  infants  arife  chiefly  from 
their  bowels.  Nor  is  this  in  the  lead  to  be  won- 
dered at,  as  they  are  in  a manner  poifoned  with 
indigedible  drugs  and  improper  diet  as  foon  as  they 
come  into  the  world.  Every  thing  that  the  do- 
in  ach  cannot  diged  may  be  confidered  as  a poifon; 
and  Unlefs  it  can  be  thrown  up,  or  voided  by 
flool,  it  mud  occafion  ficknefs,  gripes,  fpafmodic 

* Of  the  officious  and  ill-judged  care  of  midwives,  we  fliall 
adduce  only  one  infiance,  viz.  the  common  practice  of  torturing 
infants  by  Squeezing  their  oreafts,  to  draw  off  the  milk,  as  they 
call  it.  Though  a fmal!  quantity  of  moifture  is  generally  found 
in  the  breads  of  infants,  yet,  as  they  are  certainly  not  intended 
to  give  fuck,  this  ought  never  to  be  drawn  off.  I have  feen  this 
cruel  operation  bring  on  hardnefs,  inflammation,  and  fuppura- 
tion  of  the  breafts;  but  never  knew  any  ill  confeqaences  from  its 
being  omitted,.  When  the  breafts  are  hard,  the  only  application 
that  we  would  recommend  is  a foft  poultice,  or  a little  of  the 
diachylon  plafter,  fpread  thin  upon  a bit  of  foft  leather,  about 
the  fize  of  half  a crown,  and  applied  over  each  nipple.  The& 
may  be  Suffered  10  continue  till  the  hardnefs  disappears. 
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affedlions  of  the  bowels,  or  what  the  good  wo- 
men call  inward*  fits,  and  at  laft  convulfions  and 
death. 

As  thefe  fymptoms  evidently  arife  from  fome- 
v/hat  that  irritates  the  inteftines,  doubtlefs  the  pro- 
per method  of  cure  muft  be  to  expel  it  as  foon  as 
polFible.  The  moft  fafe  and  effedtual  method  of 
doing  this  is  by  gentle  vomits.  Five  or  fix  grains 
of  the  powder  of  ipecacuanha  may  be  mixed  in 
two  table-fpoonfuls  of  water,  and  fweetened  with 
a little  lugar.  A tea-fpoonful  of  this  may  be  given 
to  the  infant  every  quarter  of  an  hour  till  it  ope- 
rates; or,  what  will  more  certainly  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe,  a grain  of  emetic  tartar  may  be  difFolved  in 
three  ounces  of  water,  fweetened  with  a little  fyrup, 
and  given  as  above.  Thofe  who  are  willing  to 
ufe  the  emetic  tartar,  may  give  fix  or  feven  drops 
of  the  antimonial  wine,  in  a tea-fpoonful  of  water 
or  thin  gruel.  Small  dofes  of  the  ipecacuanha  wine 
will  be  found  more  gentle  than  any  of  the  above, 
and  ought  to  be  preferred. 

Thefe  medicines  will  not  only  cleanfe  the  fto- 
mach,  but  will  generally  likewife  open  the  body. 
Should  this  however  not  happen,  and  if  the  child 
be  coftive,  fome  gentle  purge  will  be  necefiary: 
for  this  purpofe,  fome  manna  and  pulp  of  cafila 
may  be  diilblved  in  boiling  water,  and  given  in 
fmall  quantities  till  it  operates;  or,  what  will  an- 
fwer rather  better,  a few  grains  of  magnefia  alba , may 
be  mixed  in  any  kind  of  food  that  is  given  to  the 
child,  and  continued  till  it  has  the  defired  efFedb. 
If  thefe  medicines  be  properly  adminiftered,  and 
the  child's  belly  and  limbs  frequently  rubbed  with 
a warm  hand  before  the  fire,  they  will  feldom  fail 
to  relieve  thofe  afFedbions  of  the  fiomach  and  bowels 
from  which  infants  fufFer  Fo  much. 

Thefe  general  diredbions  include  moft  of  what 
can  be  done  for  relieving  the  internal  diforders  of 
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infants.  They  will  likewife  go  a confiderable  way 
in  alleviating  thofe  which  appear  externally,  as  the 
rafh,  gum,  or  fellon , &c.  Thefe,  as  was  formerly 
obierved,  are  principally  owing  to  too  hot  a regi- 
men, and  confequently  will  be  mod  effedlqally  re- 
lieved by  gentle  evacuations.  Indeed,  evacuations 
of  one  kind  or  other  conditute  a principal  part  of 
the  medicine  of  infants,  and  will  feldom,  if  admi- 
nidered  with  prudence,  in  any  of  their  dlfeafes,  fail 
to  give  relief. 

OF  THE  MECONIUM, 

The  flomach  and  bowels  of  a new-born  infant 
are  filled  with  a blackilh-coloured  matter  of  the 
confidence  of  fyrup,  commonly  called  the  meco- 
nium. This  is  generally  pafTed  Toon  after  the  birth, 
by  the  mere  effort  of  Nature ; in  which  cafe  it  is 
not  neceffary  to  give  the  infant  any  kind  of  medi- 
cine, But  if  it  fhould  be  retained,  or  not  diffident- 
ly carried  off,  a little  manna  or  magnejia  alba  may 
be  given,  as  mentioned  above;  or,  if  thefe  fhould 
not  be  at  hand,  a common  fpoonfui  of  whey,  fweet- 
ened  with  a little  honey,  or  raw  fugar,  will  anfwer 
the  purpofe1. 

The  mod  proper  medicine  for  expelling  the  me- 
conium is  the  mother’s  milk,  which  is  always  at  fird 
of  a purgative  quality.  Were  children  allowed  to 
fuck  as  foon  as  they  fhew  an  inclination  for  the 
bread,  they  would  feldom  have  occafion  for  medi- 
cines to  difcharge  the  meconium ; but  e’ven  where 
this  is  not  allowed,  they  ought  never  to  have 
daubs  of  fyrup,  oils,  and  other  indigedible  duff, 
drammed  down  their  throats. 
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THE  APHTHA  OR  THRUSH. 

The  aphthse  are  little  whitifh  ulcers  affedting  the 
whole  infide  of  the  mouth,  tongue,  throat,  and 
ftomach  of  infants.  Sometimes  they  reach  through 
the  whole  inteftinal  canal;  in  which  cafe  they  are 
very  dangerous,  and  often  put  an  end  to  the  in- 
fant’s life. 

If  the  aphthae  are  of  a pale  colour,  pellucid,  few 
in  number,  foft,  fuperficial,  and  fall  eafily  off,  they 
are  not  dangerous;  but  if  opake,  yellow,  brown, 
black,  thick,  or  running  together*  they  ought  to  be 
dreaded.  * 

It  is  generally  thought  that  the  aphthae  owe  their 
origin  to  acid  humours;  we  have  reafon  however  to 
believe,  they  are  more  frequently  owing  to  too  hot 
a regimen  both  of  the  mother  and  child.  It  is  a 
rare  thing  to  find  a child  who  is  not  dofed  with 
wine,  punch,  cinnamon-waters,  or  fome  other  hot 
and  inflaming  liquors,  almoft  as  foon  as  it  is  born. 
It  is  well  known  that  thefe  will  occafion  inflamma- 
tory diforders  even  in  adults;  is  it  any  wonder  then 
that  they  fhould  heat  and  inflame  the  tender  bodies 
of  infants,  and  fet  as  it  were  the  whole  conftitu- 
tion  on  a blaze  ? 

The  moft  proper  medicines  for  the  aphtha  are 
vomits,  fuch  as  have  been  already  recommended, 
and  gentle  laxatives.  Five  grains  of  rhubarb  and 
half  a drachm  of  magnejia  alba  may  be  rubbed  to- 
gether, and  divided  into  fix  dofes,  one  of  whidh 
may  be  given  to  the  infant  every  four  or  five  hours 
till  they  operate.  Thefe  powders  may  either  be 
given  in  the  child’s  food,  or  a little  of  the  fyrup 
of  pale  rofes,  and  may  be  repeated  as  often  as  is 
found  neceflary  to  keep  the  body  open.  It  is  com- 
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mon  in  this  cafe  to  adminifter  calomel ; but  as  that 
medicine  fometimes  occafions  gripes,  it  ought  al- 
ways to  be  given  to  infants  with  caution. 

Many  things  have  been  recommended  for  gar- 
gling the  mouth  and  throat  in  this  difeafe;  but  it  is 
not  eafy  to  apply  thefe  in  very  young  children;  we 
would  therefore  recommend  it  to  the  nurfe  to  rub 
the  child’s  mouth  frequently  with  a little  borax  and 
honey;  or  with  the  following  mixture:  Take  fine 
honey  an  ounce,  borax  a drachm,  burnt  alum  half 
a drachm,  rofe-water  two  drachms ; mix  them  to- 
gether. A very  proper  application  in  this  cafe,  is 
a folution  of  ten  or  twelve  grains  of  white  vitriol  in 
eight  ounces  of  barley-water.  Thefe  may  be  ap- 
plied with  the  finger,  or  by  means  of  a bit  of  foft 
rag  tied  to  the  end  of  a probe. 

OF  ACIDITIES. 

The  food  of  children  being  for  the  moft  part  of 
an  acefcent  nature,  it  readily  turns  four  upon  the 
ftomach,  efpecially  if  the  body  be  any  way  disor- 
dered. Hence  moft  difeafes  of  children  are  ac- 
companied with  evident  figns  of  acidity,  as  green 
ftools,  gripes,  &c.  Thefe  appearances  have  in- 
duced many  to  believe,  that  all  the  difeafes  of  chil- 
dren were  owing  to  an  acid  abounding  in  the  Ho- 
rn ach  and  bowels ; but  whoever  confiders  the  mat- 
ter attentively,  will  find  that  thefe  fymptoms  of 
acidity  are  oftner  the  effeft  than  the  caufe  of  their 
difeafes. 

Nature  evidently  intended,  that  the  food  of  chil- 
dren fhould  be  acefcent ; and  unlefs  the  body  be 
difordered,  or  the  digeftion  hurt,  from  fome  other 
caufe,  we  will  venture  to  fay,  that  the  acefcent 
quality  of  their  food  is  feldom  injurious  to  them. 

13  ' Acidity, 


OF  ACIDITIES.  549 

Acidity,  however,  is  often  a fymptom  of  diforders 
in  children,  and,  as  it  is  fometimes  a troublefome 
one,  we  fhall  point  out  the  method  of  relieving 
it. 

When  green  (tools,  gripes,  purgings,  four  fmells, 
&c.  (hew  that  the  bowels  abound  with  an  acid,  the 
child  (hould  have  a little  fmall  broth,  with  light 
white  bread  in  it;  and  (hould  have  fufficient  exer- 
cife  in  order  to  promote  the  digeftion.  It  has  been 
cuftomary  in  this  cafe  to  give  the  pearl-julep,  chalk, 
crabs  eyes,  and  other  teftaceous  powders.  T.hefe, 
indeed,  by  their  abforbent  quality,  may  correct 
the  acidity;  but  they  are  attended  with  this  incon- 
venience, that  they  are  apt  to  lodge  in  the  bowel.s, 
and  occafion  coftivenefs,  which  may  prove  very 
hurtful  to  the  infant.  For  this  reafon  they  (hould 
never  be  given  unlefs  mixed  with  purgative  medi- 
cines; as  rhubarb,  manna,  or  fuch  like. 

The  bed  medicine  which  we  know,  in  all  cafes 
of  acidity,  is  that  fine  infipid  powder  called  mag - 
nefia  alba . It  purges,  and  at  the  fame  time  cor- 
rects the  acidity:  by  which  means  it  not  only  re- 
moves the  difeafe,  but  carries  off  its  caufe.  It 
may  be  given  in  any  kind  of  food,  or  in  a mixture, 
as  recommended  in  the  Appendix*. 

When  an  infant  is  troubled  with  gripes,  it  ought 
not  at  firft  to  be  dofed  with  brandy,  fpiceries,  and 
other  hot  things,  but  fhould  have  its  body  opened 
with  an  emollient  clyfler,  or  the  medicine  men- 
tioned above;  and  at  the  fame  time  a little  brandy 
may  be  rubbed  on  its  belly  with  a warm  hand  be- 
fore the  fire.  I have  feldom  feen  this  fail  to  eafe 
the  gripes  of  infants.  If  it  (hould  happen,  how- 
ever, not  to  fucceed,  a little  brandy  or  other  fpi- 
rits  may  be  mixed  with  thrice  the  quantity  of  warm 
water,  and  a tea-fpoonful  of  it  given  frequently  till 


* See  Appendix,  Laxative  abforbent  Mixture , 
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the  infant  be  eafier.  Sometimes  a little  pepper- 
mint-water will  anfwer  this  purpofe  very  well. 

GALLING  AND  EXCORIATION. 

Thefe  are  very  troublefome  to  children.  They 
happen  chiefly  about  the  groin  and  wrinkles  of  the 
neck,  under  the  arms,  behind  the  ears,  and  in 
other  parts  that  are  moiftened  by  the  fweat  or 
urine. 

As  thefe  complaints  are,  in  a great  meafure,  ow- 
ing to  want  of  cleanlinefs,  the  molt  effedtual  means 
of  preventing  them  are,  to  wafh  the  parts  fre- 
quently with  cold  water,  to  change  the  linen  often, 
and,  in  a word,  to  keep  the  child  ’in  all  refpedls 
thoroughly  clean.  When  this  is  not  fufficient,  the 
excoriated  parts  may  be  fprinkled  with  abforbent 
or  drying  powders;  as  burnt  hartfhorn,  tutty, 
chalk,  crabs  claws  prepared,  and  the  like.  When 
the  parts  affe&ed  are  very  fore,  and  tend  to  a real 
ulceration,  it  will  be  proper  to  add  a little  fugar  of 
lead  to  the  powders;  or  to  anoint  the  place  with 
the  camphorated  ointment.  If  the  parts  be  wafhed 
with  fpring-water,  in  which  a little  white  vitriol 
has  been  diffolved,  it  will  dry  and  heal  them  very 
powerfully.  One  of  the  beft  applications  for  this 
purpofe  is  to  diffolve  fome  fuller’s  earth  in  a fuffi- 
cient quantity  of  hot  water;  and  after  it  has  flood 
till  it  is  cold,  to  rub  it  gently  upon  the  galled  parts 
once  or  twice  a-day. 

STOPPAGE  OF  THE  NOSE. 

The  noftrils  of  infants  are  often  plugged  up  with 
a grqfs  mucus , which  prevents  their  breathing 
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freely,  and  likewife  renders  it  difficult  for  them 
to  fuck  or  fwallow. 

Some  in  this  cafe  order,  after  a fuitable  purge, 
two  or  three  grains  of  white  vitriol  diffdlved  in  half 
an  ounce  of  marjoram-water,  and  filtered,  to  be  ap- 
plied now  and  then  to  the  noftrils  with  a linen  rag. 
Wedelius  fays,  if  two  grains  of  white  vitriol,  and 
the  fame  quantity  of  elaterium , be  diffolved  in  half 
an  ounce  of  marjoram-water,  and  applied  to  the 
nofe,  as  above  direded,  that  it  brings  away  the  mu- 
cus without  fneezing. 

In  obftinate  cafes  thefe  medicines  may  be  tried; 
but  I have  never  found  any  thing  neceffiary,  befides 
rubbing  the  nofe  at  bed-time  with  a little  fweet  oil, 
or  frefh  butter.  This  refolves  the  filth,  and  ren- 
ders the  breathing  more  free*. 

OF  VOMITING. 

From  the  delicate  ftate  of  children,  and  the  great 
fenfibility  of  their  organs,  a vomiting  or  loofenefs 
may  be  induced  by  any  thing  that  irritates  the 
serves  of  the  ftomach  or  inteftines.  Hence  tHefe 
diforders  are  much  more  common  in  childhood 
than  in  the  more  advanced  periods  of  life.  They 
are  feldom  however  dangerous,  and  ought  never 
to  be  confidered  as  difeafes,  unlefs  when  they  are 
violent,  or  continue  fo  long  as  to  exhaufl  the 
ftrength  of  the  patient. 

Vomiting  may  be  excited  by  an  over-quantity  of 
food;  by  food  that  is  ofTuch  a nature  as  to  irritate 
the  nerves  of  the  ftomach  too  much;  or  by  the  fen- 
fibility of  the  nerves  being  fo  much  increafed  as  to 

* Some  nurfes  remove  this  complaint  by  fucking  the  child’s 
nofe.  This  is  by  no  means  a cleanly  operation;  but  when 
nurfes  have  the  refolution  to  do  it,  I am  far  from  difcouraging 
the  pra&ice. 

N n 4 


render 


55^  OF  A LOOSENESS. 

render  them  unable  to  bear  the  ftimulus  of  even  the 
mildeft  clement. 

When  vomiting  is  occafioned  by  too  much  food, 
it  ought  to  be  promoted,  as  the  cure  will  depend 
upon  cleanfing  the  ftomach.  This  may  be  done 
either  by  a few  grains  of  ipecacuanha,  or  a weak 
folution  of  emetic  tartar,  as  mentioned  before. 
When  it  is  owing  to  food  of  an  acrid  or  irritating 
quality  the  diet  ought  to  be  changed,  and  aliment 
of  a milder  nature  fubftituted  in  its  ftead. 

When  vomiting  proceeds  from  an  increafed  de- 
gree of  fenfibility,  or  too  great  an  irritability  of 
the  nerves  of  the  ftomach,  fuch  medicines  as  have 
a tendency  to  brace  and  ftrengthen  that  organ,  and 
to  abate  its  fenfibility,  muft  be  ufed.  The  firfb  of 
thefe  intentions  may  be  anfwered  by  a flight  infu- 
fion  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  with  the  addition  of  a 
little  rhubarb  and  orange-peel;  and  the  fecond  by 
the  faline  draughts,  to  which  a few  drops  of  liquid 
laudanum  may  occafionally  be  added. 

In  obftinate  vomitings  the  operation  of  internal 
medicines  may  be  afhfted  by  aromatic  fomenta- 
tions made  with  wine,  applied  warm  to  the  pit  of 
the  ftomach;  or  the  ufe  of  the  ftomach-plafter^ 
with  the  addition  of  a little  Theriaca. 


OF  A LOOSENESS. 

A loofenefs  may  generally  be  reckoned  falutary 
when  the  ftools  are  four,  flimy,  green,  or  curdled. 
It  is  not  the  difcharge,  but  the  production  of  fuch 
ftools,  which  ought  to  be  remedied.  Even  where 
the  purging  is  thin  and  watery,  it  ought  not  to  be 
checked  too  fuddenly,  as  it  often  proves  critical, 
efpecially  when  the  child  has  caught  cold,  or  an 
eruption  on  the  fkin  has  difappeared.  Sometimes 
an  evacuation  of  this  kind  fucceeds  a humid  ftate 
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of  the  atmofphere,  in  which  cafe  it  may  alfo  prove 
of  advantage,  by  carrying  off  a quantity  of  watery 
humours,  which  would  otnerwife  tend  to  relax  the 
habit. 

As  the  principal  intention  of  the  cure  of  a loofe- 
nefs  is  to  evacuate  the  offending  matter,  it  is  cuf- 
tomary  to  give  the  patient  a gentle  vomit  of  ipe- 
cacuanha, and  afterwards  to  exhibit  fmall  and  fre- 
quent dofes  of  rhubarb;  interpofmg  abforbent  me- 
dicines, to  mitigate  the  acrimony  of  the  humours. 
The  belt  purge,  however,  in  this  cafe,  i $ magnefia 
alba.  It  is  at  the  fame  time  abforbent  and  laxa- 
tive, and  operates  without  exciting  gripes. 

The  antimonial  wine,  which  adts  both  as  an 
emetic  and  purge,  is  alfo  an  excellent  medicine  in 
this  cafe.  By  being  diluted  with  water,  it  may  be 
proportioned  to  the  weakeft  conftitution;  and,  not 
being  difagreeable  to  the  palate,  it  may  be  re- 
peated as  often  as  occafion  requires.  Even  one 
dofe  will  frequently  mitigate  the  .difeafe,  and  pave 
the  way  for  the  ufe  of  abforbents.  If,  however, 
the  patient’s  ftrength  will  permit,  the  medicine 
ought  to  be  repeated  every  fix  or  eight  hours,  till 
the  (tools  begin  to  affume  a more  natural  appear- 
ance; afterwards  a longer  fpace  may  be  allowed  to 
intervene  between  the  dofes.  When  it  is  neceffary1 
to  repeat  the  medicine  frequently,  the  dofe  ought 
always  to  be  a little  increaled,  as  its  efficacy  is  ge- 
nerally diminifhed  by  ufe. 

Some,  upon  the  ffift  appearance  of  a loofenefs, 
fly  immediately  to  the  ufe  of  abforbent  medicines 
and  aftringents.  If  thefe  be  adminiftered  before 
the  offending  humours  are  difcharged,  though  the 
difeafe  may  appear  to  be  mitigated  for  a little  time, 
it  foon  afterwards  breaks  forth  with  greater  violence, 
and  often  proves  fatal.  After  proper  evacuations, 
however,  thefe  medicines  may  be  adminiftered  with 
confiderable  advantage. 
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Should  any  gripings  or  reftieffnefs  remain  after 
the  domach  and  bowels  have  been  cleanfed,  a tea- 
fpoonful  of  the  fyrup  of  poppies  may  be  given  in 
a little  fimple  cinnamon-water,  three  or  four  times 
a-day  till  thefe  fymptoms  have  ceafed. 


OF  ERUPTIONS. 

Children,  while  on  the  bread,  are  feldom  free 
from  eruptions  of  one  kind  or  other.  Thefe,  how- 
ever, are  not  often  dangerous,  and  ought  never  to 
be  dried  up  but  with  the  greated  caution.  They 
tend  to  free  the  bodies  of  infants  from  hurtful  hu- 
mours, which,  if  retained,  might  produce  fatal 
diforders. 

The  eruptions  of  children  are  chiefly  owing  to 
improper  food  and  negledt  of  cleanlinefs.  If  a 
child  be  fluffed  at  all  hours  with  food  that  its  fto- 
mach  is  not  able  to  digell,  fuch  food,  not  being 
properly  aflimilated,  infiead  of  nourifhing  the  body, 
fills  it  with  grofs,  humours.  Thefe  mud  either 
break  out  in  form  of  eruptions  upon  the  fkin,  or 
remain  in  the  body,  and  occafion  fevers  and  other 
internal  diforders.  That  negledl:  of  cleanlinefs  is  a 
very  general  caufe  of  eruptive  diforders,  mud  be 
obvious  to  every  one.  The  children  of  the  poor, 
and  of  all  who  defpife  cleanlinefs,  are  aimed  con- 
dandy  found  to  fwarm  with  vermin,  and  are 
generally  covered  with  the  fcab,  itch,  and  other 
eruptions. 

When  eruptions  are  the  effe<d  of  improper  food, 
or  want  of  cleanlinefs,  a proper  attention  to  thefe 
alone -will  generally  be  fuflicient  to  remove  them. 
If  this  fhould  not.be  the  cafe,  fome  drying  medi- 
cines will  be  neceflfary.  When  they  are  applied, 
the  body  ought  at  the  fame  time  to  be  kept  open, 
and  cold  is  carefully  to  be  avoided.  We  know  no 
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medicine  that  is  more  fate  for  drying  up  cutaneous 
eruptions  than  fulphur,  provided  it  be  prudently 
ufed.  A little  of  the  dowers  of  fulphur  may  be  mixed 
with  frefn  butter,  oil,  or  hog’s  lard,  and  the  parts 
affected  frequently  touched  with  it. 

The  mod  obftinate  of  all  the  eruptions  incident 
to  children  are,  the  tinea  capitis , or  fcabbed  head, 
and  chilblains.  The  fcabbed  head  is  often  exceed- 
ing difficult  to  cure,  and  fotaetimes  indeed  the 
cure  proves  worfe  than  the  dileafe.  I have  fre- 
quently known  children  feszed  with  internal  disor- 
ders, of  which  they  died  foon  after  their  fcabbed 
heads  had  been  healed  by  the  application  of  drying 
medicines*.  The  cure  ought  always  firft  to  be  at- 
tempted by  keeping  the  head  very  clean,  cutting 
off  the  hair,  combing  and  bruffiing  away  the  fcabs, 
&c.  If  this  is  not  fufficient,  let  the  head  be 
fhaved  once  a-week,  wafhed  daily  with  foap  fuds, 
and  gently  anointed  with  a liniment  made  of  train 
oil  eight  ounces,  red  precipitate,  in  fine  powder, 
one  drachm.  And  if  there  be  proud  flefh,  it  fhould 
be  touched  with  a bit  of  blue  vitriol,  or  fprink^ed 
with  a little  burnt  allum.  While  thefe  things  are 

* I fome  time  ago  faw  a very  (hiking  inftance  of  the  danger  of 
fubftituting  drying  medicines  in  the  place  of  cieanlinefs  and 
wholefome  food,  in  the  Foundling  Hofpital  at  Ackworth,  where 
the  children  were  grievoufly  afflicted  with  fcabbed  heads  and 
other  cutaneous  diforders.  Upon  inquiry  it  was  found,  that 
very  little  attention  was  paid  either  to  the  propriety  or  foundnefs 
of  their  provifions,  and  that  cieanlinefs  was  totally  neglected; 
accordingly  it  was  advifed  that  they  (hould  have  mere  wholefome 
food,  and  be  kept  thoroughly  clean.  Tnis  advice,  however. 
Was  not  followed.  It  was  too  troublefome  to  the  (ervants,  fu- 
perintendants,  &c.  T'he  bufmefs  was  to  be  done  by  medicine; 
which  was  accordingly  attempted,  but  had  nearly  proved  fatal 
to  the  whole  houfe.  Fevers  and  other  internal  diforders  inline* 
diately  appeared,  and  at  length  a putrid  dyfentery,  which  proved 
fo  infectious,  that  it  carried  off  a great  many  of  the  children, 
and  fpread  over  a ccnfiderabie  part  of  the  neighbouring 
country. 
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doing,  the  patient  muft  be  confined  to  a regular 
light  diet,  the  body  fhould  be  kept  gently  open; 
and  cold,  as  far  as  poffible,  ought  to  be  avoided. 
To  prevent  any  bad  confequences  from  (topping  this 
difcharge,  it  will  be  proper,  efpecially  in  children 
of  a grofs  habit,  to  make  an  iflue  in  the  neck  or 
arm,  which  may  be  kept  open  till  the  patient  be- 
comes more  (trong,  and  the  conftitution  be  fome- 
what  mended. 

Chilblains  commonly  attack  children  in  cold 
weather.  They  are  generally  occafioned  by  the  feet 
or  hands  being  kept  long  wet  or  cold,  and  after- 
wards fuddenly  heated.  When  children  are  cold, 
inftead  of  taking  exercife  to  warm  themfelves  gra- 
dually, they  run  to  the  fire.  This  occafions  a fud- 
den  rarefadlion  of  the  humours,  and  an  infardtion 
of  the  veflels;  which  being  often  repeated,  the 
vefTels  are  at  lad  over-diftended,  and  forced  to 
give  away. 

To  prevent  it,  violent  cold  and  ludden  heat  muft 
be  equally  avoided.  When  the  parts  begin  to  look 
red  and  fweil,  the  patient  ought  to  be  purged,  and 
to  have  the  affedted  parts  frequently  rubbed  with 
muftard  and  brandy,  or  fomething  of  a warming  na- 
ture. They  ought  likewife  to  be  covered  with  flan- 
nel, and  kept  warm  and  dry.  Some  apply  warm 
allies  between  cloths  to  the  fweiled  parts,  which 
frequently  help  to  reduce  them.  When  there  is  a 
fore,  it  muft  be  dreffed  with  Turner’s  cerate,  the 
ointment  of  tutty,  the  piafter  of  cerus,  or  fome 
other  drying  ointment.  Thefe  fores  are  indeed 
troublefome,  but  feldom  dangerous.  They  ge- 
nerally heal  as  foon  as  the  warm  weather  fets  in. 
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Children  are  often  feized  very  fuddenly  with  this 
difeafe,  which,  if  not  quickly  relieved,  proves  mor- 
tal. It  is  known  by  various  names  in  different 
parts  of  Britain.  On  the  eafl  coaft  of  Scotland  it 
is  called  the  croup.  On  the  weft  they  call  it  the 
chock  or  fluffing.  In  fome  parts  of  England,  where 
I have  obferved  it,  the  good  women  call  it  the 
rifling  of  the  lights.  It  feems  to  be  a fpecies  of  afthma , 
attended  with  very  acute  and  violent  catarrhal 
fymptoms. 

This  difeafe  generally  prevails  in  cold  and  wet 
feafons.  It  is  moft  common  upon  the  fea-coaft, 
and  in  low  marfhy  countries.  Children  of  a grofs 
and  lax  habit  are  moft  liable  to  it.  I have  fome- 
times  known  it  hereditary.  It  generally  attacks 
children  in  the  night,  after  having  been  much  ex- 
po fed  to  damp  cold  eafterly  winds  through  the  da y. 
Damp  houfes,  wet  feet,  thin  fhoes,  wet  clothes,  or 
any  thing  that  obftrudls  the  perfpiration,  may  oc- 
casion the  croup. 

It  is  attended  with  a frequent  pulfe,  quick  and 
laborious  breathing,  which  is  performed  with  a pe- 
culiar kind  of  croaking  noife,  that  may  be  heard 
at  a confiderable  diftance.  The  voice  is  (harp  and 
fhrill,  and  the  face  is  generally  much  flulhed,  though 
fometimes  it  is  of  a livid  colour. 

When  a child  is  feized  with  the  above  fymp- 
toms, his  feet  fhould  immediately  be  put  into  warm 
water.  He  ought  likewife  to  be  bled*,  and  to 
have  a laxative  clyfter  adminiftered  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible.  He  fhould  be  made  to  breathe  over  the 

( 

* In  this  difeafe  bleeding  is  not  always  proper;  but  in  very 
full  habits  it  mull  certainly  be  of  ufe. 
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fleams  of  warm  water  and  vinegar;  or  an  emol- 
lient deco£lion,  and  emollient  cataplafms  or  fo- 
mentations may  be  applied  round  his  neck.  If  the 
fymptoms  do  net  abate,  a bliftering-plafter  mu  ft  be 
applied  round  the  neck,  or  between  the  fhoulders, 
and  the  child  may  take  frequently  a table-fpoonful 
of  the  following  julep:  Take  penny-royal  water 
three  ounces,  fyrup  of  althea  and  of  poppies,  each 
one  ounce,  mix  them  together. 

Afafoetida  is  found  to  have  a good  effedl  in  this 
cafe.  It  may  be  both  given  in  form  of  clyfter, 
and  taken  by  the  mouth.  Two  drachms  of  afa- 
foetida may  be  diiTolved  in  one  ounce  of  Minde- 
rerus's  fpirit,  and  three  ounces  of  penny-royal  wa- 
ter. A table  fpoonful  of  this  mixture  may  be 
given  every  hour,  or  oftner,  if  the  patient's  fto- 
mach  be  able  to  bear  it.  If  the  child  cannot  be 
brought  to  take  this  medicine,  two  drachms  of  the 
afafoetida  may  be  diiTolved  in  a common  clyfter,  and 
adminiftered  every  fix  or  eight  hours,  till  the  vio- 
lence of  the  difeafe  abates  *. 

To  prevent  a return  of  the  diforder,  all  thofe 
things  which  occafion  it  muft  be  carefully  avoided; 

* I was  lately  favoured  with  a letter  from  Dr.  William  Turn- 
bull  in  London,  a phyfician  of  great  experience,  and  who,  from 
his  former  fixation  on  the  north- call  coaft  of  England,  had  many 
opportunities  of  obferving  the  fymptoms  and  progrefs  of  this 
dangerous  difeafe  I am  lorry  the  letter  came  too  late  to  be  in- 
ferred at  length  ; but  as  the  Doctor’s  fehtiments  differ  very  little 
from  my  own,  this  misfortune  is  the  lefs  to  be  regretted.  The 
Doctor  indeed  obferves,  that  he  never  found  bliltering  of  any 
fervice  ; but  recommends  cataplafms  of  garlic,  camphor,  and 
Venice  treacle,  to  be  applied  both  to  the  throat  and  foies  of  the 
feet.  He  likewife  recommends  bolufea  of  camphor,  caftor,  va- 
lerian root,  fait  of  hartlhorn,  and  mufk,  adapted  to  the  age, 
firength,  &c,  of  the  patient  ; after  which  he  advifes  two  fpoon- 
fuls  of  the  following  decodlion  : — Take  of  garlic  and  diddled 
vinegar  each  an  ounce,  hyfop-water  eight  ounces ; beat  up  the 
ingredients  together,  gradually  mixing  the  water,  and  adding 
three  ounces  of  honey.  Let  the  whole  be  fimmered.  over  a gentle 
fire,  and  afterwards  drained  for  ufe. 


as 


OF  TEETHING.  S59 

as  wet  feet,  cold,  damp,  eafterly  winds,  &c.  Chil- 
dren who  have  had  frequent  returns  of  this  difeafe, 
or  whofe  conftitutions  feem  to  difpofe  them  to  it, 
ought  to  have  their  diet  properly  regulated;  all 
food  that  is  vifcid  or  hard  of  digefiion,  and  all 
crude,  raw,  trafhy  fruits,  are  to  be  avoided.  They 
ought  likewife  to  have  a drain  conftantty  kept  open 
in  fome  part  of  their  body,  by  means  of  a feton  or 
ifTue.  I have  fometimes  known  a Burgundy-pitch 
plafter,  worn  continually  between  the  fhoulders  for 
feveral  years,  have  a very  happy  effedt  in  prevent- 
ing the  return  of  this  dreadful  diforder. 

OF  TEETHING. 

Dr.  Arbuthnot  obferves,  that  above  a tenth  part 
of  infants  die  in  teething,  by  fymptoms  proceeding 
from  the  irritation  of  the  fender  nervous  parts  of 
the  jaws,  occafioning  inflammations,  fevers,  con- 
vulfions,  gangrenes,  &c.  Thefe  fymptoms  are  in 
a great  mealure  owing  to  the  great  delicacy  and 
exquifne  fenfibility  of  the.  nervous  fyftem  at  this 
time  of  life,  which  is  too  often  increafed  by  an  ef- 
feminate education.  Hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that 
children  who  are  delicately  brought  up,  always 
fuffer  mod  in  teething,  and  often  fall  by  convul- 
five  diforders. 

About  the  fixth  or  feventh  month  the  teeth  ge- 
nerally begin  to  make  their  appearance;  firft,  the 
incifores^  or  fore-teeth ; next,  the  canini , or  dog- 
teeth; and,  laftly,  the  molar es,  or  grinders.  Abo.ut 
the  feventh  year,  there  comes  a newfet;  and  about 
the  twentieth,  the  two  inner  grinders,  called  dentes 
Japentite,  the  teeth  of  wifdom. 

Children  about  the  time  of  cutting  their  teeth, 
flaver  much,  and  have  generally  a loofenefs.  When 
the  teething  is  difficult,  efpecially  when  the  dog- 
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teeth  begin  to  make  their  way  through  the  gums* 
the  child  has  ftartings  in  his  deep,  tumours  of  the 
gums,  watchings,  gripes,  green  (tools,  the  thruffi, 
fever,  difficult  breathing,  and  convulfions. 

Difficult  teething  requires  nearly  the  fame  treat- 
ment as  an  inflammatory  difeafe.  If  the  body  be 
bound,  it  mud  be  opened  either  by  emollient  clyf- 
ters  or  gentle  purgatives;  as  manna,  magnefia  albay 
rhubarb,  fenna,  or  the  like.  The  food  ffiould  be 
light,  and  in  fmall  quantity;  the  drink  plentiful, 
but  weak  and  diluting,  as  infuflons  of  balm,  or 
of  the  lime-tree  flowers;  to  which  about  a third  or 
fourth  part  of  milk  may  be  added. 

If  the  fever  be  high,  bleeding  will  be  necefiary; 
but  this  in  very  young  children  ought  always  to  be 
fparingly  performed.  It  is  an  evacuation  which 
they  bear  the  word  of  any.  Purging,  vomiting, 
or  (wearing,  agree  much  better  with  them,  and  are 
generally  more  beneficial.  Harris,  however,  ob- 
serves, that,  when  an  inflammation  appears,  the 
phyfician  will  labour  in  vain,  if  the  cure  be  not  be- 
gun with  applying  a leech  under  each  ear.  If  the 
child  be  feized  with  convulfion-fits,  a blidering- 
plafler  may  be  applied  between  the  (boulders,  of 
one  behind  each  ear. 

Sydenham  fays,  that  in  fevers  occafioned  by 
teething,  he  never  found  any  remedy  fo  effedtual 
as  two,  three,  or  four  drops  of  ipirits  of  hartfhorn 
in  a fpoonful  of  Ample  water,  or  other  convenient 
vehicle,  given  every  four  hours.  The  number  of 
dofes  may  be  four,  five,  or  fix.  I have  often  pre- 
l'cribed  this  medicine  with  fuccefs,  but  always  found 
a larger  dofe  neceflary.  It  may  be  given  from  five 
drops  to  fifteen  or  twenty,  according  to  the  age  of 
the  child,  and,  when  coflivenefs  does  not  forbid  it, 
three  or  four  drops  of  laudanum  may  be  added  to 
each  dofe. 
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* til  Scotland,  it  is  very  common,  when  children 
&re  cutting  their  teeth,  to  put  a fmall  Burgundy- 
pitch  plafter  between  their  (boulders.  This  generally 
eafes  the  tickling  cough  which  attends  teething,  and 
is  by  no  means  an  ufelefs  application.  When  the 
teeth  are  cut  with  difficulty,  it  ought  to  be  kept 
on  during  the  whole  time  of  teething.  It  may  be 
enlarged  as  occafion  requires,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
newed at  lead;  once  a fortnight. 

Several  things  have  been  recommended  for  rub- 
bing the  gums,  as  oils,  mucilages,  &c.j  but  from 
thefe  much  is  not  to  be  expe&ed.  If  any  thing  of 
this  kind  is  to  be  ufed,  we  would  recommend  a 
little  fine  honey,  which  may  be  rubbed  on  with  the 
finger  three  or  four  times  a-day.  Children  are  ge- 
nerally at  this  time  difpofed  to  chew  whatever  they 
get  into  their  hands.  For  this  reafon  they  ought 
never  to  be  without  fomewhat  that  will  yield  a little 
to  the  prefiure  of  their  gums,  as  a cruft  of  bread, 
a wax-candle,  a bit  of  liquorice*root,  or  fuch 
like. 

With  regard  to  cutting  the  gums,  we  have  fel- 
dom  known  it  of  any  great  benefit.  In  obftinate 
cafes,  however,  it  ought  to  be  tried.  It  may  be 
performed  by  the  finger-nail,  the  edge  of  a fix- 
penny  piece  that  is  worn  thin,  or  any  ffiarp  body 
which  can  be  with  fafety  introduced  into  the  mouth  5 
but  the  lancet,  in  a fkilful  hand,  is  certainly  the 
moft  proper. 

In  order  to  render  the  teething  lefs  difficult,  pa- 
rents ought  to  take  care  that  their  children’s  food 
be  light  and  wholefome,  and  that  their  nerves  be 
braced  by  fufficient  exercife  without  doors,  the  ufe 
of  the  cold  bath,  &c.  Were  thefe  things  duly  re- 
garded, they  would  have  a much  better  effeft  than 
teething  necklaees , or  other  nonfenfical  amulets  worn 
for  that  purpofe* 
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This  difeafe  generally  attacks  children  between, 
the  age  of  nine  months  and  two  years.  It  appeared 
firfl  in  England  about  the  time  when  manufa&ures 
began  to  fiourifh,  and  (till  prevails  moft  in  towns 
where  the  inhabitants  follow  fedentary  employ- 
ments, by  which  means  they  negledt  either  to  take 
proper  exercife  themfelves,  or  to  give  it  to  their 
children. 

CAUSES. One  caufe  of  the  rickets  is  dif- 

eafed  parents.  Mothers  of  a weak  relaxed  habit, 
who  negledt  exercife,  and  live  upon  weak  watery 
diet,  can  neither  be  expedted  to  bring  forth  ftrong 
and  healthy  children,  or  to  be  able  to  nurfe  them, 
after  they  are  brought  forth.  Accordingly  we  find, 
that  the  children  of  fuch  women  generally  die  of 
the  rickets,  the  fcrophula,  confumptions,  or  fuch 
like  difeafes.  Children  begotten  by  men  in  the 
decline  of  life,  who  are  fubjedt  to  the  gout,  the 
gravel,  or  other  chronic  difeafes,  or  who  have  been 
often  affedted  with  the  venereal  difeafe  in  their 
youth,  are  likewife  very  liable  to  the  rickets. 

Any  diforder  that  weakens  the  conftitution,  or 
relaxes  the  habit  of  children,  as  the  fmall-pox, 
meafies,  teething,  the  hooping-cough,  &c.  dif- 
pofes  them  to  this  difeafe.  It  may  likewife  be  oc« 
cahoned  by  improper  diet,  as  food  that  is  either 
too  weak  or  watery,  or  fo  vifeid  that  the  fto- 
mach  cannot  digeft  it. 

Bad  nurfing  is  the  chief  caufe  of  this  difeafe. 
When  the  nurfe  is  either  difeafed,  or  has  not  enough 
of  milk  to  nourilh  the  child,  it  cannot  thrive.  But 
children  iuffer  oftner  by  want  of  care  in  nurfes  than 
want  of  food.  Allowing  an  infant  to  lie  or  fit  too 
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much,  or  not  keeping  it  thoroughly  clean  in  its 
clothes,  has  the  mod  pernicious  effects. 

The  want  of  free  air  is  likewife  very  hurtful  to 
children  in  this  refpefh  When  a nurfe  lives  in  a 
clofe  fmall  houfe,  where  the  air  is  damp  and  con- 
fined, and  is  too  indolent  to  carry  her  child  abroad 
into  the  open  air,  it  will  hardly  efcape  this  difeafe, 
A healthy  child  fhould  always  be  in  motion,  un- 
lefs  when  afleep;  if  it  be  fuffered  to  lie,  or  frr, 
inftead  of  being  tofted  and  dandled  about,  it  will 
not  thrive. 

SYMPTOMS. At  the  beginning  of  this  dif- 

eafe  the  child’s  fiefh  grows  foft  and  flabby;  its 
ftrengtn  is  diminifhed;  it  lofes  its  wonted  cheer- 
fulnefs,  looks  more  grave  and  compofed  than  is 
natural  for  its  age,  and  does  not  chufe  to  be  moved. 
The  head  and  belly  become  too  large  in  propor- 
tion to  the  other  parts;  the  face  appears  full,  and 
the  complexion  florid.  Afterwards  the  bones  be- 
gin to  be  affedted,  efpecially  in  the  more  foft  and 
fpungy  parts.  Hence  the  wrifls  and  ancles  become 
thicker  than  ufual;  the  fpine  or  back-bone  puts  on 
an  unnatural  fhape;  the  bread  is  likewife  often  de- 
formed; and  the  bones  of  the  arms  and  legs  grow 
crooked.  All  thefe  fymptoms  vary  according  to 
the  violence  of  the  difeafe.  The  pulfe  is  generally 
quick,  but  feeble;  the  appetite  and  digeftion  for 
the  mo  ft  part  bad;  the  teeth  come  flowly  and  with 
difficulty,  and  they  often  rot  and  fall  out  after- 
wards. Ricketty  children  generally  have  great 
acutenefs  of  mind,  and  an  underftanding  above 
their  years.  Whether  this  is  owing  to  their  being 
more  in  the  company  of  adults  than  other  children, 
or  to  the  preternatural  enlargement  of  the  brain,  is 
not  material, 

REGIMEN.- -As  this  difeafe  is  always  at- 

tended with  evident  figns  of  weaknefs  and  relaxa- 
tion, our  chief  aim  in  the  cure  muft  be  to  brace 
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and  ftrengthen  the  Solids,  and  to  promote  diges- 
tion and  the  due  preparation  of  the  fluids.  Thefe 
important  ends  will  be  beft  anfwered  by  wholefome 
fcourifhing  diet,  Suited  to  the  age  and  ftrength  of 
the  patient,  open  dry  air,  and  Sufficient  exercife. 
If  the  child  has  a bad  nurfe,  who  either  neglefts 
her  duty,  or  does  not  underftand  it,  fhe  fhould  be 
changed.  If  the  feafon  be  cold,  the  child  ought 
to  be  kept  warm  ; and  when  the  weather  is  hot, 
it  ought  to  be  kept  cool ; as  Sweating  is  apt  to 
weaken  it,  and  too  great  a degree  of  cold  has  the 
Jame  effect.  The  limbs  fhould  be  rubbed  fre- 
quently with  a warm  hand,  and  the  child  kept  as 
cheerful  as  poflible. 

The  diet  ought  to  be  dry  and  nourifhing,  as 
good  bread,  roafted  flefli,  &c.  Bifcuit  is  gene- 
rally reckoned  the  beft  breads  and  pigeons,  pul- 
lets, veal,  rabbits,  or  mutton  roafted  or  minced, 
are  the  moft  proper  flefh.  If  the  child  be  too 
young  for  flefh-meats,  he  may  have  rice,  millet, 
or  pearl-barley  boiled  with  raiflns,  to  which  may- 
be added  a little  wine  and  Spice.  His  drink  may 
be  good  claret,  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of 
water.  Thofe  who  cannot  afford  claret,  may  give 
the  child  now  and  then  a wine-glafs  of  mild  ale* 
or  good  porter. 

MEDICINE. -Medicines  are  here  of  little 

avail.  The  difeafe  may  often  be  cured  by  the 
nurfe,  but  Seldom  by  the  phyflcian.  In  children 
of  a grofs  habit,  gentle  vomits  and  repeated  purges 
of  rhubarb  may  Sometimes  be  of  ufe,  but  they  will 
Seldom  carry  off  the  difeafe;  that  muft  depend 
chiefly  upon  Such  things  as  brace  and  ftrengthen  the 
lyftem:  for  which  purpofe,  befides  the  regimen 
mentioned  above,"  we  would  recommend  the  cold 
bath,  efpecially  in  the  warm  feafon.  It  muft  how- 
ever be  ufed  with  prudence,  as  Some  ricketty  chil- 
dren cannot  bear  it.  The  beft  time  for  ufing  the 
13  cold 
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cold  bath  is  in  the  morning,  and  the  child  fhould 
be  well  rubbed  with  a dry  cloth  immediately  after  he 
comes  out  of  it.  If  the  child  fhould  be  weakened 
by  the  cold  bath,  it  muff  be  difcontinued. 

Sometimes  iffues  have  been  found  beneficial  in 
this  difeafe.  They  are  peculiarly  necefiary  for  chil- 
dren who  abound  with  grofs  humours.  An  infufion 
of  the  Peruvian  bark  in  wine  or  ale  would  be  of 
fervice,  were  it  pofiible  to  bring  children  to  take 
it.  We  might  here  mention  many  other  medicines 
which  have  been  recommended  for  the  rickets  5 but 
as  there  is  far  more  danger  in  trufting  to  thefe  than 
in  negle&ing  them  altogether,  we  chufe  rather  to 
pafs  them  over,  and  to  recommend  a proper  regi^  * 
men  as  the  thing  chiefly  to  be  depended  on. 

OF  CONVULSIONS. 

Though  more  children  are  faid  to  die  of  convul- 
sions than  of  any  other  difeafe,  yet  they  are  for  the 
moft  part  only  a fymptom  of  fome  other  malady. 
Whatever  greatly  irritates  or  ftimulates  the  nerves, 
may  occafion  convulfions.  Hence  infants  whofe 
nerves  are  eafily  affe&ed,  are  often  thrown  into 
convulfions  by  any  thing  that  irritates  the  alimen- 
tary canal  $ likewife  by  teething,  ftrait  clothes, 
the  approach  of  the  fmall-pox,  meafles,  or  other 
eruptive  difeafes. 

When  convulfions  proceed  from  an  irritation  of 
the  flomach  or  bowels,  whatever  clears  them  of 
their  acrid  contents,  or  renders  thefe  mild  and  in- 
offenfive,  will  generally  perform  a cure:  where- 
fore, if  the  child  be  coftive,  the  belt  way  will  be 
to  begin  with  a clyfter,  and  afterwards  to  give  a 
gentle  vomit,  which  may  be  repeated  occaflonally, 
#nd  the  body  in  the  mean  time  kept  open  by  gentle 
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dofes  of  magnefia  alba , or  fmall  quantities  of  rhu- 
barb mixed  with  the  powder  of  crabs  claws. 

Convulfions  which  precede  the  eruption  of  the 
fmail-pox  or  mealies  generally  go  off  upon  thefe 
making  tjbeir  appearance.  The  principal  danger 
in  this  cafe  arifes  from  the  fears  and  apprehenfions 
of  thofe  who  have  the  care  of  the  patient.  Con- 
vulfions are  very  alarming,  and  fomething  mud  be 
done  to  appeafe  the  affrighted  parents,  nurfes,  &c. 
Hence  the  unhappy  infant  often  undergoes  bleed- 
ing, blidering,  and  feveral  other  operations,  to  the 
great  danger  of  its  life,  when  a little  time,  bathing 
the  feet  in  warm  water,  and  throwing  in  a mild 
clyder,  would  have  fet  all  to  rights. 

When  convulGon  fits  arife  from  the  cutting  of 
teeth,  befides  gentle  evacuations,  we  would  recom- 
mend blidering,  and  the  ufe  of  antifpafmodic  me- 
dicines, as  the  tindure  of  foot,  afafoetida,  or  cador. 
A few  drops  of  any  of  thefe  may  be  mixed  in  a cup 
of  white  wine  whey,  and  given  occafionally. 

When  convulfions  proceed  from  any  external 
caufe,  as  the  preffure  occafioned  by  drait  clothes 
or  bandages,  &ci  thefe  ought  immediately  to  be 
removed ; though  in  this  cafe  taking  away  the 
caufe  will  not  always  remove  the  effed,  yet  it 
ought  to  be  done.  It  is  not  likely  that  the  patient 
will  recover,  as  long  as  the  caufe  which  firlt  gave 
rife  to  the  diforder  continues  to  ad. 

When  a child  is  leized  with  convulfions  without 
having  any  complaint  in  the  bowels,  or  fymptoms 
of  teething;  or  any  rafh  or  other  difeharge  which 
has  been  fuddenly  dried  up;  we  have  reaion  to  con- 
clude that  it  is  a primary  difeafe,  and  proceeds  im- 
mediately from  the  brain.  Cafes  of  this  kind, 
however,  happen  but  leidom,  which  is  very  for- 
tunate, as  little  can  be  done  to  relieve  the  unhappy 
patient.  When  a difeafe  proceeds  from  an  origi- 
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nal  fault  in  the  formation  or  ftru&ure  of  the  brain 
itfelf,  we  cannot  expert  that  it  fhould  yield  to  me- 
dicine. But  as  this  is  not  always  the  caufe,  even 
of  convulfions  which  proceed  immediately  from 
the  brain,  fome  attempts  fhould  be  made  to  re- 
move them.  The  chief  intention  to  be  purfued 
for  this  purpofe,  is  to  make  fome  derivation  from 
the  head,  by  bliftering,  purging,  and  the  like. 
Should  thefe  fail,  iflues  or  fetons  may  be  put  in 
the  neck,  or  between  the  fhoulders. 

OF  WATER  IN  THE  HEAD. 

Though  water  in  the  head,  or  a dropfy  of  the 
brain,  may  affeft  adults  as  well  as  children,  yet,  as 
the  latter  are  more  peculiarly  liable  to  it,  we 
thought  it  would  be  moft  proper  to  place  it  among 
the  difeafes  of  infants. 

CAUSES. A dropfy  of  the  brain  may  pro- 

ceed from  injuries  done  to  the  brain  itfelf  by  falls, 
blows,  or  the  like ; it  may  likewife  proceed  from 
an  original  laxity  or  weaknefs  of  the  brain  ; from 
feirrhous  tumours  or  excrefcences  within  the  fkull  ; 
a thin  watery  date  of  the  blood  ; a diminifhed 
fecretion  of  urine;  and,  laftly,  from  tedious  and 
lingering  difeafes,  which  wafte  and  confume  the 
patient. 

SYMPTOMS. This  difeafe  has  at  firft  the 

appearance  of  a flow  fever  ; the  patient  complains 
of  a pain  in  the  crown  of  his  head,  or  over  his  eyes; 
he  fhuns  the  light;  is  fick,  and  fometimes  vomits; 
his  pulfe  is  irregular  and  generally  low:  though  he 
feems  heavy  and  dull,  yet  he  does  not  deep  : he  is 
fometimes  delirious,  and  frequently  fees  objects 
double ; towards  the  end  of  this  commonly  fatal 
difeafe,  the  pulfe  becomes  more  frequent,  the  pu- 
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pils  are  generally  dilated,  the  cheeks  flufhed,  the 
patient  becomes  comatofe,  and  convulfions  en* 
lue. 

MEDICINE. No  medicine  has  hitherto  been 

found  fufficient  to  carry  off*  a dropfy  of  the  brain. 
It  is  laudable,  however,  to  make  fome  attempts, 
as  time  or  chance  may  bring  many  things  to  light, 
of  which  at  prefent  we  have  no  idea.  The  medi- 
cines generally  ufed  are,  purges  of  rhubarb  or  ja- 
lap with  calomel,  and  bliftering-plafters  applied  to 
the  neck  or  back  part  of  the  head.  To  which  we 
would  beg  leave  to  add  diuretics,  or  medicines 
which  promote  the  fecretion  of  urine,  fuch  as  are 
recommended  in  the  common  dropfy.  A difcharge 
from  the  nofe  ought  likewife  to  be  promoted  by 
caufing  the  patient  to  fnufF  the  powder  of  afarum, 
white  hellebore,  or  the  like. 

Some  pradlitioners  have  of  late  pretended  to  cure 
this  difeafe  by  the  ufe  of  mercury.  I have  not 
been  fo  happy  as  to  fee  any  inftancesof  a cure  being 
performed  in  a confirmed  dropfy  of  the  brain  ; but 
In  fo  defperate  a malady  every  thing  delerves  a trial*. 

* Our  reafon  why  this  difeafe  is  feldom  or  never  cured,  may 
be,  that  it  is  feldom  known  till  too  far  advanced  to  admit  of 
remedy.  Did  parents  watch  the  firft  fymptoms,  and  call  a phy- 
fician  in  due  time,  I am  inclined  to  think  that  fomething  might 
be  done.  But  thefe  fymptoms  are  not  yet  fufficiently  known, 
and  are  often  miftaken  even  by  phyiicians  themfelves.  Of  this 
I lately  faw  a ftriking  inftance  in  a patient  attended  by  an  emi- 
nent pra&itioijer  of  this  city,  who  had  all  along  mistaken  the 
difeafe  for  teething. 
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CHAP.  L. 

OF  SURGERY. 

'T'O  defcribe  all  the  operations  of  furgery,  and 
A to  point  out  the  different  difeafes  in  which 
thefe  operations  are  neceffary,  would  extend  this 
article  far  beyond  the  limits  allotted  to  it  : we  muft 
therefore  confine  our  obfervations  to  fuch  cafes  as 
mod  generally  occur,  and  in  which  proper  affift- 
ance  is  either  not  afked,  or  not  always  to  be  ob- 
tained. 

Though  an  acquaintance  with  the  ftrudture  of 
the  human  body  is  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  qua- 
lify a man  for  being  an  expert  furgeon;  yet  many 
things  may  be  done  to  favethe  lives  of  their  fellow- 
men  in  emergencies  by  thofe  who  are  no  adepts  in 
anatomy.  It  is  amazing  with  what  facility  the 
peafants  daily  perform  operations  upon  brute  ani- 
mals, which  are  not  of  a lefs  difficult  nature  than 
many  of  thofe  performed  on  the  human  fpeciesj 
yet  they  feldom  fail  of  fuccefs. 

Indeed  every  man  is  in  fome  meafure  a furgeon 
whether  he  will  or  not.  He  feels  an  inclination  to 
affift  his  fellow-men  in  diftrefs,  and  accidents  hap- 
pen every  hour  which  give  occafion  to  exercife  this 
feeling.  The  feelings  of  the  heart,  however,  when 
not  diredted  by  the  judgment,  are  apt  to  miflead. 
Thus  one,  by  a rafh  attempt  to  fave  his  friend, 
may  fometimes  deflroy  him;  while  another,  for 
fear  of  doing  amifs,  ftands  dill  and  fees  his  bofom- 
friend  expire  without  fo  much  as  attempting  to  re- 
lieve him,  even  when  the  means  are  in  his  power. 
As  every  good  man  would  wifh  to  fleer  a courfe 
{Afferent  from  either  of  thefe,  it  will  no  doubt  be 
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agreeable  to  him  to  know  what  ought  to  be  done 
upon  fuch  emergencies. 

OF  BLEEDING. 

No  operation  of  furgery  is  fo  frequently  necef- 
fary  as  bleeding ; it  ought  therefore  to  be  very  ge- 
nerally underflood.  But  though  pradifed  by  mid- 
wives*  gardeners,  blackfmiths,  &c.  we  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  very  few  know  when  it  is  proper. 
Even  phylicians  themfelves  have  been  fo  much  the 
dupes  of  theory  in  this  article,  as  to  render  it  the 
fubjed:  of  ridicule.  It  is  however  an  operation  of 
great  importance,  and  muft,  when  feafonably  and 
properly  performed,  be  of  fingular  fervice  to  thofe 
in  diftrefs. 

Bleeding  is  proper  at  the  beginning  of  all  in- 
flammatory fevers,  as  pleurifies,  peripneumonies, 
&c.  It  is  likewife  proper  in  all  topical  inflamma- 
tions, as  thofe  of  the  inteftines,  womb,  bladder, 
ftoraach,  kidnies,  throat,  eyes,  &c.  as  alfo  in  the 
afthma,  fciatic  pains,  coughs,  head-achs,  rheu- 
matifms,  the  apoplexy,  epileply,  and  bloody  flux. 
After  falls,  blows,  bruifes,  or  any  violent  hurt  re- 
ceived either  externally  or  internally,  bleeding  is 
neceflary.  It  is  likewife  neceflfary  for  perfons  who 
have  had  the  misfortune  to  be  ftrangled,  drowned, 
fufrocated  with  foul  air,  the  fumes  of  metal,  or  the 
like.  In  a word,  whenever  the  vital  motions  have 
been  fuddenly  flopt  from  any  caufe  whatever,  except 
in  fwoonings  occafioned  by  mere  weaknefs  or  hyf- 
teric  affedions,  it  is  proper  to  open  a vein.  But 
in  all  diforders  proceeding  from  a relaxation  of 
the  folids,  and  an  impoverifhed  (late  of  the  blood, 
as  dropfies,  cacochymies,  &c.  bleeding  is  im- 
proper. 
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Bleeding  for  topical  inflammations  ought  always 
to  be  performed  as  near  the  part  aflfeded  as  pof- 
fible.  When  this  can  be  done  with  a lancet,  it  is 
to  be  preferred  to  any  other  method ; but  where  a 
vein  cannot  be  found,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to 
leeches  or  cupping. 

The  quantity  of  blood  to  be  let  muft  always  be 
regulated  by  the  ftrength,  age,  conftitution,  man- 
ner of  life,  and  other  circumftances  relating  to  the 
patient,  it  would  be  ridiculoi/s  to  fuppoie  that  a 
child  could  bear  to  lofe  as  much  blood  as  a grown 
perfon,  or  that  a delicate  lady  fhould  be  bled  to 
the  fame  extent  as  a robuft  man. 

From  whatever  part  of  the  body  blood  is  to  be 
let  a bandage  muft  be  applied  betwee"h  that  part 
and  the  heart.  As  it  is  often  neceflary,  in  order  to 
raife  the  vein,  to  make  the  bandage  pretty  tight,  it 
will  be  proper  in  fuch  cafes,  as  foon  as  the  blood 
begins  to  flow,  to  flacken  it  a little.  The  bandage 
ought  to  be  applied  at  leaft  an  inch,  or  an  inch 
and  half  from  the  place  where  the  wound  is  intended 
to  be  made. 

Perfons  not  fkilled  in  anatomy  ought  never  to 
bleed  in  a vein  that  lies  over  an  arterv  or  a tendon, 
if  they  can  avoid  it.  The  former  may  eaf;ly  be 
known  from  its  puliation  or  beating,  and  the  latter 
from  its  feeling  hard  or  tight  like  a whipcord  under 
the  finger. 

It  was  formerly  a rule,  even  among  thofe  wrho 
had  the  charader  of  being  regular  pradioners,  to 
bleed  their  patients  in  certain  difeafes  till  they 
fainted.  Surely  a more  ridiculous  rule  could  not 
be  propofed.  One  perfon  will  faint  at  the  very 
fight  of  a lancet,  while  another  will  lofe  almoft  the 
whole  blood  of  his  body  before  he  faints.  Swoon- 
ing depends  more  upon  the  ftate  of  the  mind  than 
ol  the  body;  befldes,  it  may  often  be  occafioned 
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or  prevented  by  the  manner  in  which  the  operation 
is  performed. 

Children  are  generally  bled  with  leeches.  This, 
though  fometimes  neceflary,  is  a very  troublefome 
and  uncertain  practice.  It  is  impoffible  to  know 
what  quantity  of  blood  is  taken  away  by  leeches* 
befides,  the  bleeding  is  often  very  difficult  to  (top, 
and  the  wounds  are  not  eafily  healed.  Would  thofe 
who  pra&ife  bleeding  take  a little  more  pains, 
and  accuftom  themfelves  to  bleed  children,  they  , 
would  not  find  it  fuch  a difficult  operation  as  they 
imagine. 

Certain  hurtful  prejudices  with  regard  to  bleed- 
ing frill  prevail  among  the  country  people.  They 
talk,  for  indance,  of  head- veins,  heart- veins, 
bread- veins,  &c.  and  believe  that  bleeding  in  thefe 
will  certainly  cure  all  difeafes  of  the  parts  from 
whence  they  are  fuppofed  to  come,  without  confi- 
dering  that  all  the  blood-veflels  arife  from  the 
heart, , and  return  to  it  again;  for  which  reafon,  un- 
fefs  in  topical  inflammations,  it  fignifies  very  little 
from  what  part  of  the  body  blood  is  taken.  But 
this,  though  a foolifh  prejudice,  is  not  near  fa 
hurtful  as  the  vulgar  notion  that  the  fir  ft  bleeding 
will  perforin  wanders.  This  belief  makes  them 
often  podpone  the  operation  when  neceflary,  in  or- 
der to  referve  it  for  fome  more  important  occaflon, 
and,  when  they  think  themfelves  in  extreme  dan- 
ger, they  fly  to  it  for  relief,  whether  it  be  proper 
or  not.  Bleeding  at  certain  dated  periods  or  fea- 
fons  has  likewife  bad  effects. 

It  is  a common  notion  that  bleeding  in  the 
feet  draws  the  humours  downwards,  and  con- 
iequentiy  cures  difeafes  of  the  head  and  other  fu- 
perior  parts;  but  we  have  already  obferved  that, 
in  all  topical  aftedlions,  the  blood  ought  to  be 
drawn  as  near  the  part  as  poffible.  When  it  is 
pecefTary^  however,  to  bleed  in  the  foot  or  hand. 
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as  the  veins  are  fmall,  and  the  bleeding  is  apt  to 
flop  too  Toon,  the  part  ought  to  be  immerfed  in 
warm  water,  and  kept  there  till  a fufficient  quan- 
tity of  blood  be  let. 

We  fhall  not  fpend  time  in  defcribing  the  man* 
ner  of  performing  this  operation:  that  will  be  bet- 
ter learned  by  example  than  precept.  Twenty  pages 
of  defcription  would  not  convey  fojuft  an  idea  of 
the  operation  as  feeing  it  once  performed  by  an  ex- 
pert hand.  Neither  is  it  neceflary  to  point  out  the 
different  parts  of  the  body  from  whence  blood  may 
be  taken,  as  the  arm,  foot,  forehead,  temples,  neck* 
&c.  Thefe  will  readily  occur  to  every  intelligent 
perfon,  and  the  foregoing  obfervations  will  be  fuf- 
cient  for  determining  which  of  them  is  mod  pro- 
per upon  any  particular  occafion.  In  all  cafes 
where  the  intention  is  merely  to  lefien  the  general 
mafs  of  blood,  the  arm  is  the  mod  commodious 
part  of  the  body  in  which  the  operation  can  be  per- 
formed. 

OF  INFLAMMATIONS  AND  ABSCESSES. 

From  whatever  caufe  an  inflammation  proceeds* 
it  mud  terminate  either  by  difperfion,  fuppuration* 
or  gangrene.  Though  it  is  impoflible  to  foretel 
with  certainty  in  which  of  thefe  ways  any  particular 
inflammation  will  terminate,  yet  a probable  con- 
jecture may  be  formed  with  regard  to  the  event, 
from  a knowledge  of  the  patient's  age  and  confli- 
tution.  Inflammations  happening  in  a flight  de- 
gree upon  colds,  and  without  any  previous  indifl- 
pofuion,  Will  mod  probably  be  difperfed;  thole 
which  follow  clofe  upon  a fever,  or  happen  to  per- 
fons  of  a grofs  habit  of  body,  will  generally  fup- 
puratej  and  thofe  which  attack  very  old  people,  or 
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per  ions  of  a dropfical  habit,  will  have  a ftrong  ten- 
dency to  gangrene. 

If  the  inflammation  be  (light,  and  the  conftitu- 
tion  found,  the  difperflon  ought  always  to  be  at** 
tempted.  This  will  be  bed  promoted  by  a (lender 
diluting  diet,  plentiful  bleeding,  and  repeated 
purges.  The  part  itfelf  mud  be  fomented,  and,  if 
the  fkin  be  very  tenfe,  it  may  be  embrocated  with 
a mixture  of  three-fourths  of  fweet  oil,  and  one- 
fourth  of  vinegar,  and  afterwards  covered  with  a 
piece  of  wax-plafter. 

If,  notwithftanding  thefe  applications,  the  fymp- 
tomatic  fever  increafes,  and  the  tumour  becomes 
larger,  with  violent  pain  and  pulfation,  it  will  be 
proper  to  promote  the  fuppuration.  The  bed  ap- 
plication for  this  purpofe  is  a foft  poultice,  which 
may  be  renewed  twice  a~day.  If  the  fuppuration 
proceeds  but  (lowly,  a raw  onion  cut  (mail  or 
bruiled  may  be  fpread  upon  the  poultice.  When 
the  abfcefs  is  ripe  or  (it  for  opening,  which  may 
eaflly  be  known  from  the  thinnefs  of  the  fkin  in 
the  mofc  prominent  part  of  it,  fluctuation  of  mat- 
ter which  may  be  felt  under  the  finger,  and  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  an  abatement  of  the  pain,  it  may 
be  opened  cither  with  a lancet  or  by  means  of 
caudic. 

The  lad  way  in  which  an  inflammation  termi- 
nates, is  in  a gangrene  or  mortification,  the  ap- 
proach of  which  may  be  known  by  the  following 
fymptoms  : the  inflammation  lofes  its  rednefs,  and 
becomes  dufkifh  or  livid;  the  tenfion  of  the 
fkin  goes  off,  and  it  feds  flabby;  little  bladders 
filled  with  ichor  of  different  colours  fpread  all  over 
it;  the  tumour  fubfides,  and  from  a dufkifh  com- 
plexion becomes  black;  a quick  low  pulfe,  with 
- cold  clammy  fweats,  are  the  immediate  forerunners 
of  death. 
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When  thefe  fymptoms  firft  appear,  the  part 
ought  to  be  dreffed  with  London  treacle,  or  a 
cataplafm  made  of  lixivium  and  bran.  Should  the 
fymptoms  become  worfe,  the  part  mud  be  fcari- 
fied,  and  afterwards  dreffed  with  bafilicum  foftened 
with  oil  of  turpentine.  All  the  dreffings  muft  be 
applied  warm.  With  regard  to  internal  medicines, 
the  patient  muff  be  fupported  with  generous  cor- 
dials, and  the  Peruvian  bark  exhibited  in  as  large 
dofes  as  the  ftomach  will  bear  it.  If  the  mortified 
parts  fhould  feparate,  the  wound  will  become  a 
common  ulcer,  and  muft  be  treated  accordingly. 

This  article  includes  the  treatment  of  all  thofe 
difeafes,  which,  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
go  by  the  names  of  biles , impofihumes , whitloes , 
&c.  They  are  all  abfceffes  in  confequence  of  a 
previous  inflammation,  which,  if  poflible,  ought 
to  be  difcuffed  ; but  when  this  cannot  be  done,  the 
fuppuration  fhould  be  promoted,  and  the  matter 
difcharged  by  an  incifion,  if  neceffary;  afterwards 
the  fore  may  be  dreffed  with  yellow  bafilicum,  or 
fome  other  digeftive  ointment. 

OF  WOUNDS. 

. No  part  of  medicine  has  been  more  miftaken 
than  the  treatment  or  cure  of  wounds.  Mankind 
in  general  believe  that  certain  herbs,  ointments, 
and  piafters  are  poffeffed  of  wonderful  healing 
powers,  and  imagine  that  no  wound  can  be  cured 
without  the  application  of  them.  It  is  however  a 
fad,  that  no  cx  ernal  application  whatever  contri- 
butes towards  the  cure  of  a wound,  any  other  way 
than  by  keeping  the  parts  loft,  clean,  and  defend- 
ing them  from  the  external  air,  which  may  be  as 
effectually  done  by  dry  lint,  as  by  the  molt  pomp- 
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ous  applications,  while  it  is  exempt  from  many  of  * 
the  bad  confequences  attending  them. 

The  fame  obfervation  holds  with  refpedt  to  in- 
ternal applications.  Thefe  only  promote  the  cure 
of  wounds  as  far  as  they  tend  to  prevent  a fever,  or 
to  remove  any  caufe  that  might  obftrudt  or  impede 
the  operations  of  Nature.  It  is  Nature  alone  that 
cures  wounds.  All  that  Art  can  do  is  to  remove 
obdacles,  and  to  put  the  parts  in  fuch  a condition 
as  is  the  mod  favourable  to  Nature's  efforts. 

With  this  fimple  view  we  Hiall  confider  the  treat- 
ment of  wounds,  and  endeavour  to  point  out 
fuch  fteps  as  ought  to  be  taken  to  facilitate  their 
cure. 

The  firft  thing  to  be  done  when  a perfon  has  re- 
ceived a wound  is  to  examine  whether  any  foreign 
body  be  lodged  in  it,  as  wood,  done,  iron,  lead, 
glafs,  dirt,  bits  of  cloth,  or  the  like.  Thefe,  if 
poflible,  ought  to  be  extracted,  and  the  wound 
cleaned,  before  any  drefllngs  be  applied.  When 
that  cannot  be  effected  with  fafety,  on  account  of 
the  patient’s  weaknefs,  or  lofs  of  blood,  they  mud 
be  differed  to  remain  in  the  wound,  and  afterwardsL 
extracted  when  he  is  more  able  to  bear  it. 

When  a wound  penetrates  into  any  of  the  ca- 
vities of  the  body,  as  the  bread,  the  bowels,  &c. 
or  where  any  confiderable  blood-veffel  is  cut,  a 
fkilful  furgeon  ought  immediately  to  be  called, 
otherwife  the  patient  may  lofe  his  life.  But  fome- 
times  the  difcharge  of  blood  is  fo  great,  that  if  it 
be  not  dopt,  the  patient  may  die  even  before  a 
furgeon,  though  at  no  great  didance,  can  arrive. 

In  this  cafe,  fomething  mud  be  done  by  thofe  who 
are  prefent.  If  the  wound  be  in  any  of  the  limbs, 
the  bleeding  may  generally  be  dopt  by  applying  a 
tight  ligature  or  bandage  round  the  member  a little 
above  the  wound.  The  bed  method  of  doing  this 
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h to  put  a ftrong  broad  garter  round  the  part,  but 
fo  (lack  as  eafily  to  admit  a (mail  piece  of  flick  to 
be  put  under  it,  which  mud  be  twilled,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  a countryman  does  a cart-rope  to 
fecure  his  loading,  till  the  bleeding  Hops.  When- 
ever this  is  the  cafe*  he  mull  take  care  to  twill  it 
no  longer,  as  draining  it  too  much  might  occafion 
an  indammation  of  the  parts,  and  endanger  a gan- 
grene. 

, In  parts  where  this  bandage  cannot  be  applied, 
various  other  methods  may  be  tried  to  dop  the 
bleeding,  as  the  application  of  dyptics,  aflringents* 
&c.  Cloths  dipped  in  a folution  of  blue  vitriol  in 
water,  or  the  Jlyptic  water  of  the  Difpenfatories, 
may  be  applied  to  the  wound.  When  thefe  can- 
not be  obtained*  drong  fpirits  of  wine  may  be 
ufed.  Some  recommend  the  agaric * of  the  oak 
as  preferable  to  any  of  the  other  dyptics;  and  in- 
deed it  deferves  confiderable  encomiums-.  It  is 
eafily  obtained,  and  ought  to  be  kept  in  every  fa- 
mily, in  cafe  of  accidents.  A piece  of  it  mud 
be  laid  upon  the  wound,  and  covered  with  a good 

* Dr.  Tiffot,  in  his  Advice  to  the  People , gives  the  following 
directions  for  gathering,  preparing,  and  applying  the  agaric.— i 
61  Gather  in  autumn,”  fays  he,  “ while  the  fine  weather  lafts,  the 
agaric  of  the  oak,  which  is  a kind  of  fungus  or  excrefcence  iffu- 
ing  from  the  Wood  of  that  tree.  It  confifts  at  firil  of  four. parts;, 
which  prefent  themfelves  fucceflively  : l.  The  outward  rind  or 
Cdn,  which  may  be  thrown  away.  2.  The  part  immediately 
under  this  rind,  which  is  the  beft  of  all.  This  is  to  be  beat  well 
with  a hariimfcr,  till  it  becomes  foft  and  very  pliable.  This  if 
the  only  preparation  it  requires*  and  a flice  of  it  of  a proper  fize 
is  to  be  applied  direCtly  over  the  burfting  open  blood  veffels.  It 
conftringes  and  brings  them  clofe  together,  flops  the  bleeding, 
and  generally  falls  off  at  the  end  of  two  days.  3.  The  third 
part  adhering  to  the  fecond  may  ferve  to  flop  the  bleeding  from 
the  fmaller  veffels ; and  the  fourth  and  laft  part  may  be  reduced 
to  powder  as  conducing  to  the  fame  purpofe.”— Where  the  agaric 
cannot  be  had,  fponge  may  be  ufed  in  its  (lead.  It  muft  be 
applied  in  the  fame  manner,  and  has  ijearly  the  lame  effects. 
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deal  of  lint,  above  which  a bandage  may  be  ap- 
plied fo  tight  as  to  keep  it  firmly  on. 

Though  fpirits,  tin&ures,  and  hot  balfams  may 
be  ufed,  in  order  to  flop  the  bleeding  when  it  is 
excefflve,  they  are  improper  at  other  times.  They 
do  not  promote  but  retard  the  cure,  and  often 
change  a fimple  wound  into  an  ulcer.  People  ima- 
gine, becaufe  hot  balfams  congeal  the  blood,  and 
feem,  as  it  were,  to  folder  up  the  wound,  that  they 
therefore  heal  it  $ but  this  is  only  a deception. 
They  may  indeed  ftop  the  flowing  blood,  by  fear- 
ing the  mouths  of  the  vefiels  ; but,  by  rendering 
the  parts  callous,  they  obftruft  the  cure. 

In  flight  wounds,  which  do  not  penetrate  much 
deeper  than  the  fkin,  the  beft  application  is  a bit 
of  the  common  black  fticking-plafter.  This  keeps 
the  fides  of  the  wound  together,  and  prevents  the 
air  from  hurting  it,  which  is  all  that  is  neceflary. 
When  a wound  penetrates  deep,  it ‘is  not  fafe  to 
keep  its  lips  quite  clofe : this  keeps  in  the  matter, 
and  is  apt  to  make  the  wound  fefter.  In  this  cafe 
the  beft  way  is  to  fill  the  wound  with  foft  lint,  com- 
monly called  caddis . It  however  mull  not  be  fluff- 
ed in  too  hard,  otherwife  it  will  do  hurt.  The 
lint  may  be  covered  with  a cloth  dipped  in  oil, 
or  fpread  with  the  common  wax  plafter*;  and  the 
whole  muft  be  kept  on  by  a proper  bandage. 

We  fhall  not  fpend  time  in  dcfcribing  the  differ- 
ent bandages  that  may  be  proper  for  wounds  in 
different  parts  of  the  body  ; common  fenfe  will 
generally  fuggeft  the  moft  commodious  method  of 
applying  a bandage ; befides,  defcriptions  of  this 
kind  are  not  eafily  underftood  or  remembered. 

The  firft  drefling  ought  to  continue  on  for  at 
lead  two  days ; after  which  it  may  be  removed, 
and  frefh  lint  applied  as  before.  If  any  part  of 

the 
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the  firft  dreffing  flicks  fo  clofe  as  not  to  be  re- 
moved  with  eafe  or  fafety  to  the  patient,  it  may  be 
allowed  to  continue,  and  Frefli  lint  dipped  in  fweet 
oil  laid  over  it.  This  will  foften  it*  fo  as  to  make 
it  come  off  eafily  at  next  dreffing.  Afterwards  the 
wound  may  be  dreffed  twice  a-day  in  the  fame  man- 
ner till  it  be  quite  healed.  Thofe  who  are  fond  of 
falves  or  ointments,  may,  after  the  wound  is  be- 
come very  fuperficial,  drefs  it  with  the  yellow  ba- 
ftlicum*  j and  if  fungous*  or  what  is  called  proud 
fiejh , fhould  rife  in  the  wound,  it  may  be  checked, 
by  mixing  with  the  ointment  a little  burnt  alum  or 
red  precipitate  of  mercury. 

When  a wound  is  greatly  inflamed,  the  moft  pro- 
per application  is  a poultice  of  bread  and  milk, 
foftened  with  a little  fweet  oil  or  frefli  butter* 
This  muft  be  applied  inftead  of  a plafter,  and 
fhould  be  changed  twice  a-day. 

If  the  wound  be  large,  and  there  is  reafon  to 
fear  an  inflammation,  the  patient  fhould  be  kept  on 
a very  low  diet.  He  muft  abftain  from  flefh, 
ftrong  liquors,  and  every  thing  that  is  of  a heating 
nature.  If  he  be  of  a full  habit,  and  has  loft  but 
little  blood  from  the  wound*  he  muft  be  bled ; and, 
if  the  fymptoms  be  urgent,  the  operation  may  be 
repeated.  But  when  the  patient  has  been  greatly 
weakened  by  lofs  of  blood  from  the  wound,  it  will 
be  dangerous  to  bleed  him,  even  though  a fever 
fhould  enfue.  Nature  fhould  never  be  too  far  ex- 
haufted.  It  is  always  more  fafe  to  allow  her  to 
ftruggle  with  the  difeafe  in  her  own  way,  than  to 
fink  the  patient's  ftrength  by  exceffive  evacua- 
tions. 

Wounded  perfons  ought  to  be  kept  perfectly 
quiet  and  eafy.  Every  thing  that  ruffles  the  mind 
or  moves  the  pafiions,  as  love,  anger,  fear,  exceffive 

* See  Appendix,  Yellow  bafilicum , 
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joy,  &c.  are  very  hurtful.  They  ought  above  all 
things  to  abftain  from  venery.  The  body  fhould 
be  kept  gently  open,  either  by  laxative  clyders,  or 
by  a cool  vegetable  diet,  as  roafted  apples,  dewed 
prunes,  boiled  fpinage,  and  fuch  like. 

OF  BURNS. 

In  flight  burns  which  do  not  break  the  fkin,  it  is 
cudomary  to  hold  the  part  near  the  fire  for  a com- 
petent time,  to  rub  it  with  fait,  or  to  lay  a com- 
prefs  upon  it  dipped  in  fpirits  of  wine  or  brandy. 
But  when  the  burn  has  penetrated  fo  deep  as  to 
blifter  or  break  the  fkin,  it  mud  be  dreffed  with 
lb  me  of  the  liniment  for  burns  mentioned  in  the 
Appendix,  or  with  the  emollient  and  gently  drying 
ointment,  commonly  called  Turner's  cerate  *.  This 
may  be  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  freflh  olive 
oil,  and  fpread  upon  a foft  rag,  and  applied  to  the 
part  affecded.  When  this  ointment  cannot  be  had, 
an  egg  may  be  beat  up  with  about  an  equal  quantity 
of  the  fweeted  falad  oil.  This  will  ferve  very 
well  till  a proper  ointment  can  be  prepared.  When 
the  burning  is  very  deep,  after  the  fird  two  or  three 
days,  it  fhould  be  drefied  with  equal  parts  of  yel- 
low bafilicum  and  Turner  s cerate  mixed  together. 

When  the  burn  is  violent,  or  has  occafioned  a 
high  degree  of  inflammation,  and  there  is  reafon  to 
fear  a gangrene  or  mortification,  the  fame  means 
mud  be  ufed  to  prevent  it  as  are  recommended  in 
other  violent  inflammations.  The  patient,  in  this 
cafe,  mud  live  low,  and  drink  freely  of  weak  di- 
luting liquors.  He  mud  likewife  be  bled,  and 
have  his  body  kept  open.  But  if  the  burnt  parts 
fhould  become  livid  or  black,  with  other  fymp- 


* See  Appendix,  Turner's  cerate. 
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toms  of  mortification,  it  will  be  necefiary  to  bathe 
them  frequently  with  warm  camphorated  fpirits  of 
wine,  tin&ure  of  myrrh,  or  other  antifeptics,  mixed 
with  a decoction  of  the  bark.  In  this  cafe  the  bark 
muft  likewife  be  taken  internally,  and  the  patient's 
diet  mult  be  more  generous. 

As  example  teaches  better  than  precept,  I (hall 
relate  the  treatment  of  the  moft  dreadful  cafe  of 
this  kind  that  has  occurred  in  my  pradtice.  A 
middle-aged  man,  of  a good  coriftitution,  fell  into 
a large  vefifel  full  of  boiling-water,  and  miferably 
fcalded  about  one  half  of  his  body.  As  his  clothes 
were  on,  the  burning  in  fome  parts  was  very  deep 
before  they  could  be  got  off.  For  the  firft  two 
days  the  fcalded  parts  had  been  frequently  anointed 
with  a mixture  of  lime-water  and  oil,  which  is  a 
very  proper  application  for  recent  burnings.  On 
the  third  day,  when  I firft  faw  him,  his  fever  was 
high,  and  his  body  coftive,  for  which  he  was  bled, 
and  had  an  emollient  clyfter  adminiftered.  Poul- 
tices of  bread  and  milk,  foftened  with  frefh  but- 
ter, were  likewife  applied  to  the  affedted  parts,  to 
abate  the  heat  and  inflammation.  His  fever  Rill 
continuing  high,  he  was  bled  a fecond  time,  was 
kept  ftridlly  on  the  cooling  regimen,  took  the  fa- 
line  mixture  with  fmall  dofes  of  nitre,  and  had  an 
emollient  clyfter  adminiftered  once  a-day.  When 
the  inflammation  began  to  abate,  the  parts  were 
dreffed  with  a digeftive  compofed  of  brown  cerate  and 
yellow  bafilicum.  Where  any  black  fpots  appear- 
ed, they  were  (lightly  fcarified,  and  touched  with 
the  tindture  of  myrrh  ; and,  to  prevent  their  fpread- 
ing,  the  Peruvian  bark  was  adminiftered.  By  this 
courfe,  the  man  was  fo  well  in  three  weeks  as  tp  be 
able  to  attend  his  bufinefs. 
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Bruifes  are  generally  produ&ive  of  worfe  confe- 
quences  than  wounds.  The  danger  from  them 
does  not  appear  immediately,  by  which  means  it 
often  happens  that  they  are  negle&ed.  It  is  need-, 
lefs  to  give  any  definition  of  a difeafe  fo  univerfally 
known  ; we  fhall  therefore  proceed  to  point  out 
the  method  of  treating  it. 

In  flight  bruifes  it  will  be  fuflicient  to  bathe  the 
part  with  warm  vinegar,  to  which  a little  brandy 
or  rum  may  occafionally  be  added,  and  to  keep 
cloths  wet  with  this  mixture  conftantly  applied  to 
it.  This  is  more  proper  than  rubbing  it  with 
brandy,  fpirits  of  wine,  or  other  ardent  fpirits* 
which  are  commonly  ufed  in  fuch  cafes. 

In  fome  parts  of  the  country  the  peafants  apply  to 
a recent  bruife  a cataplafm  of  frefli  cow-dung.  I 
have  often  feen  this  cataplafm  applied  to  violent 
contufions  occafioned  by  blows,  falls,  bruifes,  and 
fuch  like,  and  never  knew  it  fail  to  have  a good 
efFe6t. 

When  a bruife  is  very  violent,  the  patient  ought 
immediately  to  be  bled,  and  put  upon  a proper  re- 
gimen. His  food  Ihould  be  light  and  cool,  and  his 
drink  weak,  and  of  an  opening  nature  5 as  whey 
fweetened  with  honey,  deco&ions  of  tamarinds,  bar-? 
ley,  cream-tartar-whey,  and  fuch  like.  The  bruiled 
part  nauft  be  bathed  with  vinegar  and  water,  as  di- 
rected above;  and  a poultice  made  by  boiling  crumb, 
of  bread,  elder- flowers,  and  camomile- flowers,  in 
equal  quantities  of  vinegar  and  water,  applied  to 
it.  This  poultice  is  peculiarly  proper  when  a 
wound  is  joined  to  the  bruife.  It  may  be  renewed 
two  or  three  times  a-day. 

* As 
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As  the  ftru&ure  of  the  veffels  is  totally  deftroyed 
by  a violent  bruife,  there  often  enfues  a great  lofs  of 
fubftance,  which  produces  an  ulcerous  fore  very 
difficult  to  cure.  If  the  bone  be  affe&ed,  the  fore 
will  not  heal  before  an  exfoliation  takes  place  ; that 
is,  before  the  difeafed  part  of  the  bone  feparates, 
and  comes  out  through  the  wound.  This  is  often 
a very  flow  operation,  and  may  even  require  feve- 
ral  years  to  be  completed.  Hence  it  happens,  th*at 
thefe  fores  are  frequently  miftaken  for  the  king's 
evil,  and  treated  as  fuch,  though  in  fa&  they  pro- 
ceed folely  from  the  injury  which  the  folid  parts 
received  from  the  blow. 

Patients  in  this  fituation  are  peftered  with  dif- 
ferent advices.  Every  one  who  fees  them  propofes 
a new  remedy*  till  the  fore  is  fa  much  irritated  with 
various  and  oppofite  applications,  that  it  is  often 
at  length  rendered  abfolutely  incurable.  The  bed 
method  of  managing  fuch  fores  is,  to  take  care 
that  the  patient’s  conftitution  does  not  fuffer  by 
confinement,  or  improper  medicine,  and  to  apply 
nothing  to  them  befides  Ample  ointment  fpread 
upon  foft  lint,  over  which  a poultice  of  bread  and 
milk,  with  boiled  camomile-flowers,  or  the  like, 
may  be  put,  to  nourifh  the  part,  and  keep  it  foft 
and  warm.  Nature,  thus  afiifted,  will  generally 
in  time  operate  a cure,  by  throwing  off  the  dif- 
eafed parts  of  the  bone,  after  which  the  fore  foon 
heals. 


OF  ULCERS. 

Ulcers  may  be  the  confequence  of  wounds, 
bruifes,  or  impofthumes  improperly  treated  ; they 
may  likewife  proceed  from  an  ill  ftate  of  the  hu- 
mours, or  what  may  be  called  a bad  habit  of 
body. 

Pp  4 
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In  the  latter  cafe,  they  ought  not  to  be  haftily 
dried  up,  otherwife  it  may  prove  fatal  to  the  pa~ 
tient.  Ulcers  happen  mod  commonly  in  the  de- 
cline of  life  ; and  perfons  who  negled  exercife, 
and  live  grofsly,  are  mod  liable  to  them.  They 
might  often  be  prevented  by  retrenching  fome  part 
of  the  folid  food,  or  by  opening  artificial  drains,  as 
iffues,  fetons,  or  the  like. 

An  ulcer  may  be  didinguifhed  from  a wound  by 
its  difcharging  a thin  watery  humour,  which  is 
often  fo  acrid  as  to  inflame  and  corrode  thefkin; 
by  the  hardnefs  and  perpendicular  fituation  of  its 
fides  or  edges  5 by  the  time  of  its  duration,  &c. 

It  requires  condderable  fkill  to  be  able  to  judge 
whether  or  not  an  ulcer  ought  to  be  dried  up.  In 
general,  all  ulcers  which  proceed  from  a bad  ha^- 
bit  of  body,  fhould  be  differed  to  continue  open, 
at  lead  till  the  conditution  has  been  fo  far  changed 
by  proper  regimen,  or  the  ufe  of  medicine,  that 
they  feem  difpofed  to  heal  of  their  own  accord. 
Ulcers  which  are  the  effedt  of  malignant  fevers,  or 
other  acute  difeafes,  may  generally  be  healed  with 
fafety  after  the  health  has  been  redored  for  fome 
time.  The  cure  ought  not  however  to  be  attempt- 
ed too  foon,  nor  at  any  time  without  the  ufe  of 
purging  medicines  and  a proper  regimen.  When 
wounds  or  bruifes  have,  by  wrong  treatment,  de- 
generated into  ulcers,  if  the  conditution  be  good, 
they  may  generally  be  healed  with  fafety.  When 
ulcers  cither  accompany  chronical  difeafes,  or 
pome  in  their  dead,  they  mud  be  cautiouOy  healed. 
If  an  ulcer  conduces  to  the  patient’s  health,  fronr* 
whatever  caufe  it  proceeds,  it  ought  not  to  be 
healed •,  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  wades  the 
ftrength,  and  confumes  the  patient  by  a flow  fever, 
it  fhould  be  healed  as  foon  as  poffible. 


We 
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We  would  earnedly  recommend  a drift  attention 
to  thefe  particulars,  to  all  who  have  the  misfortune 
to  labour  under  this  diforder,  particularly  perfons 
in  the  decline  of  life ; as  we  have  frequently  known, 
people  throw  away  their  lives  by  the  want  of  it, 
while  they  were  extolling  and  generoufly  reward- 
ing  thofe  whom  they  ought  to  have  looked  upon  as 
their  executioners. 

The  mod  proper  regimen  for  promoting  the  cure 
of  ulcers,  is  to  avoid  all  fpices,  falted  and  high- 
feafoned  food,  all  ftrong  liquors,  and  to  leflen  the 
ufual  quantity  of  flefli  meat.  The  body  ought  to 
be  kept  gently  open  by  a diet  confiding  chiefly  of 
cooling  laxative  vegetables,  and  by  drinking  but- 
ter-milk, whey  fweetened  with  honey,  or  the  like. 
The  patient  ought  to  be  kept  cheerful,  and  fliould 
take  as  much  exercife  as  he  can  eafily  bear. 

When  the  bottom  and  fides  of  an  ulcer  feem 
hard  and  callous,  they  may  be  fprinkled  twice 
a-day  with  a little  red  precipitate  of  mercury, 
and  afterwards  drefled  with  the  yellow  bafilicum 
ointment.  Sometimes  it  will  be  neceflary  to  have 
the  edges  of  the  ulcer  fcarified  with  the  lancet.* 

Lime-water  has  frequently  been  known  to  have 
very  happy  effefts  in  the  cure  of  obdinate  ulcers. 
It  may  be  ufed  in  the  fame  manner  as  direfted  for 
the  done  and  gravel. 

My  late  learned  and  ingenious  friend.  Dr.  Whytt, 
drongly  recommends  the  ufe  of  the  folution  of  cor- 
roflve  fublimate  of  mercury  in  brandy,  for  the  cure 
of  obdinate  ill-conditioned  ulcers.  I have  fre- 
quently found  this  medicine,  when  given  accord- 
ing to  the  Doftor’s  direftions,  prove  very  fucceflf- 
fifl.  The  dofe  is  a table-fpoonful  night  and  morn- 
ing; at  the  fame  time  walhing  the  fore  twice  or 
thrice  a-day  with  it.  In  a letter  which  I had  from 
the  Doftor  a little  before  his  death,  he  informed 
me,  “ That  he  obferved  wafhing  the  fore  thrice 
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a-day  with  the  folution  of  a triple  ftrength  was  very 
beneficial 

A fiftulous  ulcer  can  feldom  be  cured  without 
an  operation.  It  mull:  either  be  laid  open  fo  as  to 
have  its  callous  parts  deftroyed  by  fome  corrofive 
application,  or  they  muft  be  entirely  cut  away  by 
the  knife  : but  as  this  operation  requires  the  hand 
of  an  expert  furgeon,  there  is  no  occafion  to  de- 
fcribe  it.  Ulcers  about  the  anus  are  moft  apt  to 
become  fiftulous,  and  are  very  difficult  to  cure. 
Some  indeed  pretend  to  have  found  Ward's  Fiftula 
pafte  very  fuccefsful  in  this  complaint.  It  is  not  a 
dangerous  medicine,  and  being  eafily  procured,  it 
may  deferve  a trial  ; but  as  thefe  ulcers  generally 
proceed  from  an  ill  habit  of  body,  they  will  fel- 
dom yield  to  any  thing  except  a long  courfe  of  re- 
gimen, affifted  by  medicines,  which  are  calculated 
to  correct  that  particular  habit,  and  to  induce  an 
almoft  total  change  in  the  conflitution. 


CHAP.  LI. 

OF  DISLOCATIONS. 

“liy'HEN  a bone  is  moved  out  of  its  place  or 
* * articulation,  fo  as  to  impede  its  proper  func- 
tions, it  is  faid  to  be  luxated  or  diflscated.  As  this 
often  happens  to  perfons  in  fituations  where  no  me- 
dical affi Ranee  can  be  obtained,  by  which  means 
limbs,  and  even  lives,  are  frequently  loft,  we  fhall 
endeavour  to  point  out  the  method  of  reducing 


* In  ulcers  of  the  lower  limbs  great  benefit  is  often  received 
from  tight  rollers,  or  wearing  a laced  flocking,  as  this  prevents 
the  flux  of  humours  to  the  fores,  and  difpofes  them  to  heal. 


the 
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the  moft  common  luxations,  and  thofe  which  re- 
quire immediate  affiftance.  Any  perfpn  of  com- 
mon fenfe  and  refolution,  who  is  prefent  when  a 
diflocation  happens,  may  often  be  of  more  fervice 
to  the  patient,  than  the  moft  expert  furgeon  can 
after  the  fwelling  and  inflammation  have  come  on. 
When  thefe  are  prefent,  it  is  difficult  to  know  the 
ftate  of  the  joint,  and  dangerous  to  attempt  a re- 
duction ; and  by  waiting  till  they  are  gone  off,  the 
mufcles  become  fo  relaxed,  and  the  cavity  filled 
up,  that  the  bone  can  never  afterwards  be  retained 
in  its  place. 

A recent  diflocation  may  generally  be  reduced 
by  exteofion  alone,  which  mud  always  be  greater 
or  lefs  according  to  the  ftrength  of  the  mufcles 
which  move  the  joint,  the  age,  robuftnefs,  and 
other  circumftances  of  the  patient.  When  the 
bone  has  been  out  of  its  place  for  any  confiderable 
time,  and  a fwelling  or  inflammation  has  come  on, 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  bleed  the  patient,  and,'  after 
fomenting  the  part,  to  apply  foft  poultices  with 
vinegar  to  it  for  fome  time  before  the  reduction  is 
attempted. 

All  that  is  neceflary  after  the  reduction,  is  to 
apply  cloths  dipt  in  vinegar  or  camphorated  fpirits 
of  wine  to  the  part,  and  to  keep  it  perfectly  eafy. 
Many  bad  confequences  proceed  from  the  negleCt 
of  this  rule.  A diflocation  feldom  happens  with- 
out the  tendons  and  ligaments  of  the  joint  being 
flretched  and  fometimes  torn.  When  thefe  are 
Jcept  eafy  till  they  recover  their  ftrength  and  tone, 
all  goes  on  very  well  •,  but  if  the  injury  be  increafed 
by  too  frequent  an  exertion  of  the  parts,  no  won- 
der if  they  be  found  weak  and  difeafed  ever 
after. 
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DISLOCATION  OF  THE  JAW. 

The  lower  jaw  may  be  luxated  by  yawning, 
blows,  falls,  chewing  hard  fubftances,  or  the  like. 
It  is  eafiJy  known  from  the  patient’s  being  un- 
able to  lhut  his  mouth,  or  to  eat  any  thing,  as 
the  teeth  of  the  under  jaw  do  not  correfpond  with 
thofe  of  the  upper  5 befides,  the  chin  either  hangs 
down,  or  is  thrown  toward  one  fide,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  neither  able  to  fpeak  diftinetly,  nor  to  fwal- 
Jow  without  confiderable  difficulty. 

The  ufual  method  of  reducing  a difiocated  jaw, 
is  to  fet  the  patient  upon  a low  flool,  fo  as  an  af- 
fiflant  may-  hold  the  head  firm  by  prefiing  it  again# 
his  bread.  The  operator  is  then  to  thru#  his  two 
thumbs,  being  firft  wrapped  up  with  linen  cloths 
that  they  may  not  flip,  as  far  back  into  the  pa- 
tient’s mouth  as  he  can,  while  his  fingers  are  ap- 
liedtothejaw  externally.  After  he  has  got  firm 
hold  of  the  jaw,  he  is  to  prefs  it  ftrongly  down- 
wards and  backwards,  by  which  means  the  elapfed 
heads  of  the  jaw  may  be  eafily  puffied  into  their 
former  cavities. 

The  peafants  in  fome  parts  of  the  country  have 
a peculiar  way  of  performing  this  operation.  One 
of  them  puts  a handkerchief  under  the  patient’s 
chin,  then  turning  his  back  to  that  of  the  patient, 
pulls  him  up  by  the  chin  fo  as  to  fufpend  him  from 
the  ground.  This  method  often  fucceeds,  but  we 
think  it  a dangerous  one,  and  therefore  recommend 
the  former. 
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DISLOCATION  OF  THE  NECK. 

The  neck  may  be  diflocated  by  falls.,  violent 
blows,  or  the  like.  In  this  cafe,  if  the  patient  re- 
ceives no  afiidance,  he  foon  dies,  which  makes 
people  imagine  the  neck  was  broken  ; it  is,  how- 
ever, for  the  mod  part  only  partially  diflocated, 
and  may  be  reduced  by  almod  any  perlon  who  has 
refolution  enough  to  attempt  it.  A complete  dif- 
location  of  the  neck  is  indantaneous  death. 

When  the  neck  is  diflocated,  the  patient  is  im- 
mediately deprived  of  all  fenfe  and  motion ; his 
neck  fwells,  his  countenance  appears  bloated  3 his 
chin  lies  upon  his  bread,  and  his  face  is  generally 
turned  towards  one  fide. 

To  reduce  this  diflocation,  the  unhappy  perfon 
Ihould  immediately  be  laid  upon  his  back  on  the 
ground,  and  the  operator  mud  place  himfelf  behind 
him  fo  as  to  be  able  to  lay  hold  of  his  head  with 
both  hands,  while  he  makes  a refidance  by  placing 
his  knees  againd  the  patient's  fhoulders.  In  this 
podure  he  mud  pull  the  head  with  confiderable 
force,  gently  twiding  it  at  the  fame  time,  if  the 
face  be  turned  to  one  fide,  till  he  perceives  that 
the  joint  is  replaced,  'which  may  be  known  from 
the  noife  which  the  bones  generally  make  when  go- 
ing in,  the  patient's  beginning  to  breathe,  and  the 
head  continuing  in  its  natural  podure. 

This  is  one  of  thofe  operations  which  it  is  more 
eafy  to  perform  than  defcribe.  1 have  known  in- 
dances of  its  being  happily  performed  even  by 
women,  and  often  by  men  of  no  medical  educa- 
tion. After  the  neck  is  reduced,  the  patient  ought 
to  be  bled,  and  fhould  be  differed  to  red  for  fome 
days,  till  the  parts  recover  their  proper  tone. 


. I 
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DISLOCATION  OF  THE  RIBS, 

As  the  articulation  of  the  ribs  with  the  back- 
bone is  very  ftrong,  they  are  not  often  diflocated. 

It  does  however  fometimes  happen,  which  is  a Ef- 
ficient reafon  for  our  taking  notice  of  it.  When  a 
rib  is  diflocated  either  upwards  or  downwards,  in 
order  to  replace  it,  the  patient  ffiould  be  laid  upon 
his  belly  on  a table,  and  the  operator  mud  en- 
deavour to  pufh  the  head  of  the  bone  into  its  pro- 
per place.  Should  this  method  not  fucceed,  the 
arm  of  the  difordered  fide  may  be  fufpended  over 
a gate  or  ladder,  and,  while  the  ribs  are  thus 
flretched  afunder,  the  heads  of  fuch  as  are  out  of 
place  may  be  thruft  into  their  former  fituation. 

Thofe  diflocations  wherein  the  heads  of  the  ribs 
are  forced  inwards,  are  both  more  dangerous  and 
the  moft  difficult  to  reduce,  as  neither  the  hand 
nor  any  inftrument  can  be  applied  internally  to  di-  1 
red  the  luxated  heads  of  the  ribs.  Almoft  the 
only  thing  that  can  be  done  is,  to  lay  the  patient 
upon  his  belly  over  a cafk,  or  fome  gibbous  body, 
and  to  move  the  fore-part  of  the  rib  inward  to- 
wards the  back,  fometimes  (baking  it;  by  this 
means  the  heads  of  the  luxated  ribs  may  flip  into 
their  former  place. 


DISLOCATION  OF  THE  SHOULDER. 

The  humerus  or  upper  bone  of  the  arm  may  be 
diflocated  in  various  diredions  : it  happens  how- 
ever moft  frequently  downwards,  but  -very  feldom 
dirediv  upwards.  From  the  nature  of  its  articu- 
lation, as  well  as  from  its  expofure  to  external  in- 
juries. 


DISLOCATION  OF  THE  ELBOW.  59* 

juries,  this  bone  is  the  moft  fubjed  to  diflocation 
of  any  in  the  body.  A diflocation  of  the  humerus 
may  be  known  by  a depreflion  or  cavity  on  the  top 
of  the  fhoulder,  and  an  inability  to  move  the  arm. 
When  the  diflocation  is  downward  or  forward,  the 
arm  is  elongated,  and  a ball  or  lump  is  perceived 
under  the  arm-pit ; but  when  it  is  backward,  there 
appears  a protuberance  behind  the  fhoulder,  and 
the  arm  i£  thrown  forwards  toward  the  bread:. 

The  ufual  method  of  reducing  diflocations  of 
the  fhoulder  is  to  feat  the  patient  upon  a low  ftool, 
and  to  caufe  an  affiftant  to  hold  his  body  fo  that  it 
may  not  give  way  to  the  extenfion,  while  another 
lays  hold  of  the  arm  a little  above  the  elbow,  and 
gradually  extends  Lit.  The  operator  then  puts  a 
napkin  under  the  patient’s  arm,  and  caufes  it  to 
be  tied  behind  his  own  neck  : by  this,  while  a fuf- 
ficient  extenfion  is  made,  he  lifts  up  the  head  of 
the  bone,  and  with  his  hands  direds  it  into  its 
proper  place.  There  are  various  machines  invented 
for  facilitating  this  operation,  but  the  hand  of  an 
expert  furgeon  is  always  more  fafe.  In  young  and 
delicate  patients,  I have  generally  found  it  a very 
eafy  matter  to  reduce  the  fhoulder,  by  extending 
the  arm  with  one  hand,  and  thrufting  in  the  head 
of  the  bone  with  the  other.  In  making  the  extern* 
fion,  the  arm  ought  always  to  be  a little  bent. 

DISLOCATION  OF  THE  ELBOW, 

The  bones  of  the  fore-arm  may  be  dillocated  in 
any  dire&ion.  When  this  is  the  cafe,  a protu- 
berance may  be  obferved  on  that  fide  of  the  arm 
towards  which  the  bone  is  pufhed,  from  which, 
and  the  patient’s  inability  to  bend  his  arm,  a diflo- 
cation of  this  joint  may  eafily  be  known. 


Two 


DISLOCATION  OF  THE  f HIGH, 

Two  affiftants  are  generally  neceffary  for  redu- 
cing a diflocation  of  the  elbow;  one  of  them  muft 
lay  hold  of  the  arm  above,  and  the  other  below' 
the  joint,  and  make  a pretty  ftroitg  extenfion,  while 
the  operator  returns  the  bones  into  their  proper 
place.  Afterwards  the  arm  muft  be  bent,  and  lu’fr 
pended  for  fome  time  with  a fling  about  the  neck. 

Luxations  of  the  Wrift  and*  fingers  are  to  be  re- 
duced in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of  the  elbow, 
viz.  by  making  an  extenfion  in  different  directions* 
and  thrufting  the  head  of  the  bone  into  its  place* 

DISLOCATION  OF  THE  THIGH. 

When  the  thigh-bone  is  diflocated  forward  and 
downward,  the  knee  and  foot  are  turned  out,  and 
the  leg  is  longer  than  the  other;  but  when  it  is 
difplaced  backward,  it  is  ufually  puflled  upward  at 
the  fame  time,  by  which  means  the  limb  is  fhort- 
ened,  and  the  foot  is  turned  inwards. 

When  the  thigh-bone  is  difplaced  forward  and 
downward,  the  patient,  in  order  to  have  it  re~ 
duCed,  muft  be  laid  upon  his  back,  and  made  faft 
by  bandages,  or  held  by  affiftants,  while  by  others 
aft  extenfion  is  made  by  means  of  flings  fixed  about 
the  bottom  of  the  thigh  a little  above  the  knee. 
While  the  extenfion  is  made,  the  operator  muft 
pufh  the  head  of  the  bone  outward,  till  it  gets 
into  the  focket.  If  the  diflocation  be  outward,  the 
patient  muft  be  laid  upon  his  face,  and,  during  the 
extenfion,  the  head  of  the  bone  muft  be  pufhed 
inward. 

Difiocations  of  the  knees , ancles , and  toes , are 
reduced  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of  the 
upper  extremities,  viz.  by  making  an  extenfion  in 
oppofne  directions,  while  the  operator  replaces  the 

1 1 bones. 


OF  BROKEN  BONES,  fSc.  593 

bones.  In  many  cafes,  however,  the  extenfion 
alone  is  fufficient,  and  the  bone  will  (lip  into  its 
place  merely  by  pulling  the  limb  with  fufficient 
force.  It  is  not  hereby  meant,  that  force  alone  is 
fufficient  for  the  reduction  of  diflocations.  Skill 
and  addrefs  will  often  fucceed  better  than  forpe.  I 
have  known  a diflocation  of  the  thigh  reduced  by 
one  man,  after  all  the  force  that  could  be  ufed  by 
fix  had  proved  ineffedtual. 


CHAP.  LII. 

OF  BROKEN  BONES,  &c. 
HERE  is,  in  moft  country  villages,  fome 


perfon  who  pretends  to  the  art  of  reducing 
fradlures.  Though  in  general  fuch  perfons  are  very 
ignorant,  yet  fome  of  them  are  very  fuccefsful ; 
which  evidently  proves,  that  a fmall  degree  of 
learning,  with  a fufficient  ftiare  of  common  fenfe 
and  a mechanical  head,  will  enable  a man  to  be 
ufeful  in  this  way.  We  would,  however,  advife 
people  never  to  employ  fuch  operators,  when  an 
expert  and  fkilful  furgeon  can  be  had  ; but  when 
that  is  impra&icable,  they  mull  be  employed  : we 
fhall  therefore  recommend  the  following  hints  to 
their  confideration : 

When  a large  bone  is  broken,  the  patient’s  diet 
ought  in  all  refpe&s  to  be  the  fame  as  in  an  inflame 
matory  fever.  He  fhould  likewife  be  kept  quiet 
and  cool,  and  his  body  open  by  emollient  clyfters  ; 
or,  if  thefe  cannot  be  conveniently  adminiftered, 
by  food  that  is  of  an  opening  quality;  as  ftewed 
prunes,  apples  boiled  in  milk,  boiled  fpinage,  and 
the  like.  It  ought  however  to  be  here  remarked. 


Q^q 
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that  perfons  who  have  been  accuftomed  to  lire 
high,  are  not  all  of  a fudden  to  be  reduced  to  a 
very  low  diet.  This  might  have  fatal  effedts. 
There  is  often  a neceffity  for  indulging  even  bad 
habits,  in  fome  meafure,  where  the  nature  of  the 
difeafemight  require  a different  treatment. 

It  will  generally  be  neceffary  to  bleed  the  patient 
immediately  after  a fradture,  efpecially  if  he  be 
young,  of  a full  habit,  or  has  at  the  fame  time  re- 
ceived any  bruife  or  contufion.  This  operation 
fhould  not  only  be  performed  foon  after  the  acci- 
dent happens,  but  if  the  patient  be  very  feverifli,  it 
may  be  repeated  next  day.  When  feveral  of  the 
ribs  are  broken,  bleeding  is  peculiarly  neceffary. 

If  any  .of  the  large  bones  which  fupport  the  body 
are  broken,  the  patient  muff  keep  his  bed  for  feve- 
ral weeks.  It  is  by  no  means  neceffary,  however 
that  he  fhould  lie  all  that  time,  as  is  cuftomary, 
upon  his  back.  This  fituation  finks  the  fpirits, 
galls  and  frets  the  patient's  fkin,  and  renders  him 
very  uneafy.  After  the  fecond  week  he  may  be 
gently  railed  up,  and  may  fit  feveral  hours,  fup- 
ported  by  a bed-chair,  or  the  like,  which  will 
greatly  relieve  him.  Great  care,  however,  muff 
be  taken  in  railing  him  up,  and  laying  him  down, 
that  he  rnsake  no  exertions  himfelf,  otherwife  the 
adlion  of  the  mufcles  may  pull  the  bone  out  of 
its  place 

# Various  pieces  of  machinery  have  been  contrived  for  coun- 
teracting the  force  of  the  mufcles,  and  retaining  the  fragments 
of  broken  bones ; but  as  defcriptions  of  thefe  without  drawings 
would  be  of  little  ufe,  I fhali  refer  -the  reader  to  a cheap  and 
isfeful  performance  on  the  nature  and  cure  of  fraSiures , lately  pub- 
lished by  my  ingenious  friend  Mr.  Aitken,  furgeon,  in  Edin- 
burgh ; wherein  that  gentleman  has  not  only  given  an  account 
of  the  machines  recommended  in  fra&ures  by  former  authors, 
but  has  likewife  added  feveral  improvements  of  his  own,  which 
are  peculiarly  ufeful  in  compound  fraflures,  and  in  cafes  where 
patients  with  broken  bones  are  obliged  to  be  tranlported  from 
©ne  place  to  another. 
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it  is  of  great  importance  to  keep  the  patient 
dry  and  clean  while  in  this  fituation.  By  negledb- 
ing  this,  he  is  often  fo  galled  and  excoriated,  that 
he  is  forced  to  keep  fhifting  places  for  eafe.  I 
have  known  a fradtured  thigh-bone,  after  it  had  t 
been  kept  (Iraight  for  above  a fortnight,  difplaced 
by  this  means,  and  continue  bent  for  life,  in  fpite 
of  all  that  could  be  done. 

It  has  been  cuftomary  when  a bone  was  broken, 
to  keep  the  limb  for  five  or  fix  weeks  continually 
upon  the  ftretch.  But  this  is  a bad  pofture.  It  is 
both  uneafy  to  the  patient,  and  unfavourable  to 
the  cure.  The  bed  fituation  is  to  keep  the  limb  a 
little  bent.  This  is  the  pofture  into  which  every 
animal  puts  its  limbs  when  it  goes  to  reft,  and  in 
which  feweft  mufcles  are  Upon  the  ftretch.  It  is 
eafily  effedted,  by  either  laying  the  patient  upon 
his  fide,  or  making  the  bed  fo  as  to  favour  this  po- 
fition  of  the  limb. 

Bone-fetters  ought  carefully  to  examine  whethe^ 
the  bone  be  not  (battered  or  broken  into  feveral 
pieces.  In  this  cafe  it  will  fometimes  be  necef- 
fary  to  have  the  limb  immediately  taken  off,  other- 
wife  a gangrene  or  mortification  may  endue.  The 
horror  which  attends  the  very  idea  of  an  amputa- 
tion often  occafions  its  being  delayed  in  fuch  cafes 
till  too  late.  I have  known  this  principle  operate 
fo  ftrongly,  that  a limb,  where  the  bones  were 
fhattered  into  more  than  twenty  pieces,  was  not 
amputated  before  the  third  day  after  the  accident, 
when  the  gangrene  had  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  render 
the  operation  ufelefs. 

When  a fradture  is  accompanied  with  a wound, 
it  muft  be  drefted  in  all  refpedts  as  a common 
wound. 

All  that  art  can  do  towards  the  cure  of  a bro- 
ken bone,  is  to  lay.  it  perfedlly  ftraight,  and  to 
keep  it  quite  eafy.  All  tight  bandages  do  burr. 
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They  had  much  better  be  wanting  altogether.  A 
great  many  of  the  bad  confequences  which  fucceed 
to  fractured  bones  are  owing  to  tight  bandages. 
This  is  one  of  the  ways  in  which  the  excefs  of  art, 
or  rathet  the  abufe  of  it,  does  more  mifchief  than 
would  be  occafioned  by  the  want  of  it.  Some  of 
the  moft  fudden  cures  of  broken  bones  which  were 
ever  known,  happened  where  no  bandages  were 
applied  at  all.  Some  method  however  mud  be 
taken  to  keep  the  member  deady  ; but  this  may  be 
done  many  ways  without  bracing  it  with  a tight 
bandage. 

The  bed  method  of  retention  is  by  two  or  more 
fplints  made  of  leather  or  padeboard.  Thefe,  if 
moidened  before  they  be  applied,  foon  affume  the 
riiape  of  the  included  member,  and  are  fufficient, 
by  the  afiidance  of  a very  flight  bandage,  for  all 
the  purpofes  of  retention.  The  bandage  which 
we  would  recommend  is  that  made  with  twelve  or 
eighteen  tails.  It  is  much  eafier  applied  and  taken 
off  than  rollers,  and  anfwers  all  the  purpofes  of 
retention  equally  well.  The  fplints  fhould  always 
be  as  long  as  the  limb,  with  holes  cut  for  the  ancles 
when  the  fradture  is  in  the  leg. 

In  fra&ures  of  the  ribs,  where  a bandage  cannot 
be  properly  ufed,  an  adhefive  plader  may  be  ap- 
plied over  the  part.  The  patient  in  this  cafe  ought 
to  keep  himfelf  quite  eafy,  avoiding  every  thing 
that  may  occafion  fneezing,  laughing,  coughing, 
or  the  like.  He  ought  to  keep  his  body  in  a 
ftraight  podure,  and  fhould  take  care  that  his  do- 
mach  be  condantly  didended,.  by  taking  frequently 
fome  light  food,  and  drinking  freely  of  weak  wa- 
tery liquors. 

The  mod  proper  external  application  for  a frac- 
ture is  oxycrate>  or  a mixture  of  vinegar  and  wa- 
ter. The  bandages  ihould  be  wet  with  this  at  every 
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Strains  are  often  attended  with  worfe  confe- 
quences  than  broken  bones.  The  reafon  is  obvi- 
ous ; they  are  generally  neglected.  When  a bone 
is  broken,  the  patient  is  obliged  to  keep  the  mem- 
ber eafy,  beeaufe  he  cannot  make  ufe  of  it$  but 
when  a joint  is  only  drained,  the  perfon,  finding 
he  can  dill  make  a fhift  to  move  it,  is  forry  to  lofe 
his  time  for  fo  trifling  an  ailment.  In  this  way  he 
deceives  himfelf,  and  converts  into  an  incurable 
malady  what  might  have  been  removed  by  only 
keeping  the  part  eafy  for  a few  days. 

Country  people  generally  immerfe  a drained  limb 
in  cold  water.  This  is  very  proper,  provided  it 
be  done  immediately,  and  not  kept  in  too  long. 
But  the  cudom  of  keeping  the  part  immerfed  in 
cold  water  for  a long  time  is  certainly  dangtrous. 
It  relaxes  indead  of  bracing  the  part,  and  is  more 
likely  to  produce  adifeafe  than  remove  one. 

Wrapping  a garter,  or  fome  other  bandage, 
pretty  tight  about  the  drained  part,  is  likewife  of 
ufe.  It  helps  to  redore  the  proper  tone  of  the  vef- 
fels,  and  prevents  the  adlion  of  the  parts  from  in- 
creafing  the  difeafe.  It  fhould  not  however  be  ap- 
plied too  tight.  I have  frequently  known  bleed- 
ing near  the  affedted  part  have  a very  good  effedt  : 
but  what  we  would  recommend  above  all  is  eaje . 
It  is  more  to  be  depended  on  than  any  medicine, 
and  feldom  fails  to  remove  the  complaint  *. 

* A great  many  external  applications  are  recommended  for 
(trains,  lome  of  which  do  good,  and  others  hurt.  The  following 
are  fuch  as  may  be  ufed  with  the  greateft  fafety,  viz.  poultices 
made  of  dale  beer  or  vinegar  and  oatmeal,  camphorated  fpirits 
©f  wine,  Mindererus’s  fpirit,  volatile  liniment,  volatile  aroma- 
tic fpirit  diluted  with  a double  quantity  of  water,  and  the  com- 
mon fomentation,  with  the  addition  of  brandy  or  fpirit  of  wine. 
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OF  RUPTURES. 

Children  and  old  people  are  mo  ft  liable  to  this 
difeafe.-  In  the  former  it  is  generally  occafioned 
by  excefijve  crying,  coughing,  vomiting,  or  the 
like.  In  the  latter,  it  is  commonly  the  effect  of 
blows  or  violent  exertions  of  the  ftrength,  as  leap- 
ing, carrying  great  weights,  &c.  In  both,  a re- 
laxed habit,  indolence,  and  an  oily  or  very  moift 
diet,  difpofe  the  body  to  this  difeafe. 

A rupture  fometimes  proves  fatal  before  it  is 
difcovered.  Whenever'  ficknefs,  vomiting,  and 
obftinate  coftivenefs  give  reafon  to  fufpedt  an  ob- 
ftruCtion  of  the  bowels,  all  thofe  places  where  rup- 
tures ufually  happen  ought  carefully  to  be  exa- 
mined. The  protrufion  of  a very  fmall  part  of  the 
gut  wTll  occafion  all  thefe  fymptoms  ; and,  if  not 
returned. in  due  time,  will  prove  mortal. 

On  the  firft  appearance  of  a rupture  in  an  infant, 
it  ought  to  be  laid  upon  its  back,  with  its  head  very 
low.  While  in  this  poflure,  if  the  gut  does  not 
return  of  itfelf,  it  may  eafily  be  put  up  by  gentle 
preffure.  After  it  is  returned,  a piece  of  fticking- 
piaft/i'  may  be  applied  over  the  part,  and  a proper 
trufs  or  bandage  mud  be  conflantly  worn  for  a con- 
fiderable  time.  The  method  of  making  and  ap- 
plying thefe  rupture-bandages  for  children  is  pretty 
well  known.  The  child  mull,  as  far  as  poffible, 
be  kept  from  crying,  and  from  all-violent  exertions, 
till  the  rupture  is  quite  healed. 

In  adults,  when  the  gut  has  been  forced  down 
with  great  violence,  or  happens  from  any  caufe  to 
be  inflamed,  there  is  often  great  difficulty  in  re- 
turning it,  and  fometimes  the  thing  is  quite  im- 
practicable 


OF  RUPTURE;,  599 

practicable  without* an  operation;  a defcription  of 
which  is  foreign  to  our  purpofe.  As  I have  been 
fortunate  enough,  however,  always  to  fucceed  in 
my  attempts  to  return  the  gut,  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  any  other  means  than  what  are  in  the 
power  of  every  man,  I fhall  briefly  mention  the 
method  which  I generally  purfue. 

After  the  patient  has  been  bled,  he  muft  be  laid 
upon  his  back,  with  his  head  very  low,  and  his 
breech  raifed  high  with  pillows.  In  this  fituadon 
flannel-cloths  wrung  out  of  a decofiion  of  mal- 
lows and  camomile' flowers,  or,  if  thefe  are  not  at 
hand,  of  warm  water,  muft  be  applied  for  a cofi- 
fiderable  time.  A clyfter  made  of  this  deco&ion, 
with  a large  fpoonful  of  butter  and  an  ounce  or  two 
of  fait,  may  be  afterwards  thrown  up.  If  thefe 
fliould  not  prove  fuccefsful,  recourfe  muft  be  had 
to  preflure.  If  the  tumour  be  very  hard,  confider- 
able  force  will  be  neceflary ; but  it  is  not  force.alone 
which  fucceeds  here.  The  operator,  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  makes  a preflure  with  the  palms  of  his 
hand,  muft  with  his  fingers  artfully  conduft  the  gut 
in  by  the  fame  aperture  through  which  it  came  out. 
The  manner  of  doing  this  can  be  much  eafier  con- 
ceived than  defcribed.  Should  thefe  endeavours 
prove  ineffectual;  clyfters  of  the  fmoke  of  tobacco 
may  be  tried.  Thefe  have  been  often  known  to 
fucceed  where  every  other  method  failed. 

There  is  reafon  to  believe  that,  by  perfifting  in 
the  ufe  of  thefe,  and  fuch  otlfer  means  as  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  cafe  may  luggeft,  moft  hernias 
might  be  reduced  without  an  operation.  Cutting 
for  the  hernia  is  a nice  and  difficult  matter.  I would 
therefore  advife  furgeons  to  try  every  method  of 
returning  the  gut  before  they  have  recourfe  to  the 
knife.  I have  once  and  again  fucceeded  by  perfe- 
vering  in  my  endeavours,  after  eminent  furgeons  had 
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declared  the  reduction  of  the  gut  impracticable 
without  an  operation*. 

An  adult,  after  the  gut  has  been  returned,  mull 
wear  a fteel  bandage.  It  is  needlefs  to  defcribe 
this,  as  it  may  always  be  had  ready-made  from  the 
artifts.  Such  bandages  are  generally  uneafy  to  the 
wearer  for  fome  time,  but  by  cuftom  they  become 
quite  eafy.  No  perfon  who  has  had  a rupture  after 
he  arrived  at  man’s  eftate  fhould  ever  be  without 
one  of  thefe  bandages. 

Perfons  who  have  a rupture  ought  carefully  to 
avoid  all  violent  exercife,  carrying  great  weights, 
leaping,  running,  and  the  like.  They  fhould  like- 
wife  avoid  windy  aliment  and  ftrong  liquors  j and 
fhould  carefully  guard  againft  catching  cold. 


CHAP.  LIIL 
OF  CASUALTIES. 

JT  is  certain  that  life,  when  to  all  appearance 
loft,  may  often,  by  due  care,  be  reftored.  Ac- 
cidents frequently  prove  fatal,  merely  becaufe  pro- 
per means  are  not  ufed  to  counteract  their  effects. 

* I would  here  beg  leave  to  recommend  it  to  every  practi- 
tioner, when  his  patient  complains  of  pain  in  the  belly  with  ob- 
ftinate  cauftivenefs,  to  examine  the  groins  and  every  place  where 
a rupture  may  happen,  in.order  that  it  may  be  immediately  re- 
duced. By  negle&ing  this,  many  perifti  who  were  not  fufpeCted 
to  have  had  ruptures  till  after  they  were  dead.  I have  known 
this  happen  where  half  a dozen  of  the  faculty  were  in  attend- 
ance. 


No 
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No  perfon  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  killed  by 
any  accident,  unlefs  where  the  ftrudure  of  the 
heart,  brain,  or  fome  organ  neceflary  to  life,  is 
evidently  deftroyed.  The  adion  of  thefe  organs 
may  be  fo  far  impaired  as  even  to  be  for  fome  time 
imperceptible,  when  life  is  by  no  means  gone.  Ia 
this  cafe,  however,  if  the  fluids  be  fuffered  to  grow 
cold,  it  will  be  impoflible  to  put  them  again  in 
motion,  even  though  the  folids  fhould  recover  their 
power  of  ading.  Thus,  when  the  motion  of  the 
lungs  has  been  ftopt  by  unwholefome  vapour,  the 
adion  of  the  heart  by  a ftroke  on  the  breafl-,  or  the 
fundions  of  the  brain  by  a blow  on  the  head,  if 
the  perfon  be  fuffered  to  grow  cold,  he  will  in  all 
probability  continue  fo;  but,  if  the  body  be  kept 
warm,  as  foon  as  the  injured  part  has  recovered  its 
power  of  ading,  the  fluids  will  again  begin  to 
move,  and  all  the  vital  fundions  will  be  reftored. 

It  is  a horrid  cuftom  immediately  to  confign 
over  to  death  every  perfon  who  has  the  misfortune, 
by  a fall,  a blow,  or  the  like,  to  be  deprived  of 
the  appearance  of  life.  The  unhappy  perfon,  in- 
ftead  of  being  carried  into  a warm  houfe,  and  laid 
by  the  fire,  or  put  to  a warm  bed,  is  generally  hur- 
ried away  to  church,  or  a barn,  or  fome  other  cold 
damp  houfe,  where,  after  a fruitlefs  attempt  has 
been  made  to  bleed  him,  perhaps  by  one  who 
knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  he  is  given  over  for 
dead,  and  no  further  notice  taken  of  him.  This* 
condud  feems  to  be  the  refult  of  ignorance,  fup- 
ported  by  an  ancient  fuperftitious  notion,  which 
forbids  the  body  of  any  perfon  killed  by  accident 
to  be  laid  in  an  houfe  that  is  inhabited.  What  the 
ground  of  this  fuperftition  may  be,  we  fhall  not 
pretend  to  inquire;  but  furely  the  condud  founded 
upon  it  is  contrary  to  all  the  principles  of  reafon, 
humanity,  and  common  fenfe. 


When 
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When  a perfon  feems  to  be  fuddenly  deprived  of 
life,  our  fir  ft  bufinefs  is  to  inquire  into  the  caufe. 
We  ought  carefully  to  oblerve  whether  any  fub- 
fiance  be  lodged  in  the  windpipe  or  gullet;  and,  if 
that  is  the  cafe,  attempts  mu  ft  be  made  to  remove 
it.  When  unwholefome  air  is  the  caufe,  the  pa- 
tient ought  immediately  to  be  removed  out  of  it. 
If  the  circulation  be  fuddenly  flopped,  from  any 
caufe  whatever,  except  mere  weaknefs,  the  patient 
fhould  be  bled.  If  the  blood  does  not  flow,  he 
may  be  immerfed  in  warm  water,  or  rubbed  with 
warm  cloths.  See.  to  promote  the  circulation. 
When  the  caufe  'Cannot  be  fuddenly  removed,  our 
great  aim  muft  be  to  keep  up  the  vital  warmth,  by 
rubbing  the  patient  with  hot  cloths,  or  fait,  and 
covering  his  body  with  warm  fand,  afhes,  or  the 
like, 

I fhould  now  proceed  to  treat  more  fully  of  thofe 
accidents,  which,  without  immediate  affiftance, 
would  often  prove  fatal,  and  to  point  out  the  moft 
likely  means  for  relieving  the  unhappy  fufferers; 
but  as  I have  been  happily  anticipated  in  this  part 
of  my  fubjedt  by  the  learned  and  humane  Dr. 
TifTot,  I fnall  content  myfelf  with  felcdting  fuch 
of  his  obfervations  as  feem  to  be  the  moft  import- 
ant, and  adding  fuch  of  my  own  as  have  occurred 
in  the  courfe  of  pradlice. 

% 
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MOUTH  AND  STOMACH. 

Though  accidents  of  this  kind  are  very  com- 
mon, and  extremely  dangerous,  yet  they  are  gene- 
rally the  effect  of  carelefTnefs.  Children  fhould  be 
taught  to  chew  their  food  well,  and  to  put  nothing 
into  their*mouths  which  it  would  be  dangerous  for 

them 
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them  to  fwallow.  But  children  are  not  the  only 
perfons  guilty  of  this  piece  of  imprudence.  I 
know  many  adults  who  put  pins,  nails,  and  other 
fharp-pointed  fubdances  in  their  mouths  upon  every 
occafion,  and  fome  who  even  deep  with  the  former 
there  all  night.  This  condud  is  exceedingly  inju- 
dicious, as  a fit  of  coughing,  or  twenty  other  ac- 
cidents, may  force  over  the  fubdance  before  tins  . 
perfon  is  aware  *. 

When  any  fubftance  is  detained  in  the  gullet, 
there  are  two  ways  of  removing  it,  viz.  either  by 
extrading  it,  or  pufhing  it  down.  The  fafefl  and 
mod  certain  way  is  to  extrad  it ; but  this  is  not 
always  the  eafied  $ it  may  therefore  be  more  eli- 
gible fometimes  to  thrufl  it  down,  efpecially  when 
the  obdruding  body  is  of  fuch  a nature,  that  there 
is  no  danger  from  its  reception  into  the  domach. 
The  fubdances  which  may  be  pufhed  down  without 
danger  are,  all  common  nourifhing  ones,  as  bread, 
flefh,  fruits,  and  the  like.  Alhindigedible  bodies, 
as  cork,  wood,  bones,  pieces  of  metal,  and  fuch 
like,  ought  if  poflible  to  be  extraded,  efpecially  if 
thefe  bodies  be  fharp  pointed,  as  pins,  needles, 
fifh-bones,  bits  of  glafs,  &c. 

When  fuch  fubdances  have  not  pafifed  in  too 
deep,  we  fhould  endeavour  to  extrad  them  with 
our  fingers,  which  method  often  fucceeds.  When 
they  are  lower,  we  mud  make  ufe  of  nippers,  or  a 
fmall  pair  of  forceps,  fuch  as  furgeons  ufe.  But 
this  attempt  to  extrad  rarely  fucceeds,  if  the  fub- 
dance  be  of  a flexible  nature,  and  has  defcended 
far  into  the  gullet. 

If  the  fingers  and  nippers  fail,  or  cannot  be  duly 
applied,  crotchets,  a kind  of  hooks,  mud  be  em- 

* A woman  in  one  of  the  hofpitals  of  this  city  lately  dif- 
. charged  a great  number  of  pins,  which  lhe  had  fwallowed  in  the 
pourfe  of  her  bufmefs,  through  an  ulcer  in  her  fide. 

ployed. 
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ployed.  Thefe  may  be  made  at  once,  by  bending 
a piece  of  pretty  ftrong  iron  wire  at  one  end.  It 
muft  be  introduced  in  the  flat  way ; and  for  the 
better  conducing  it,  there  fhould  likewife  be  a 
curve  or  bending  at  the  end  it  is  held  by,  to  ferve 
as  a kind  of  handle  to  it ; which  has  this  further 
ufe,  that  it  may  be  fecured  by  a firing  tied  to  it,  a 
circumfiance  not  to  be  omitted  in  any  inftrument 
employed  on  fuch  occafions,  to  avoid  fuch  ill  acci- 
dents as  have  fometimes  enfued  from  thefe  inftru- 
nrtents  flipping  out  of  the  operator’s  hand.  After 
the  crotchet  has  pafled  below  the  fubftance  that  ob- 
flrudts  the  paflage,  it  is  drawn  up  again,  and 
hooks  up  the  body  along  with  it.  The  crotchet  is 
alfo  very  convenient,  when  a fubftance  fomewhat 
flexible,  as  a pin  or  fifh-bone,  flicks  acrofs  the  gul- 
let, the  hook,  in  fuch  cafes,  feizing  them  about 
their  middle  part,  crooks  and  thus  difengages 
them  ; or,  if  they  are  very  brittle  fubftances,  ferves 
to  break  them. 

When  the  obftrudling  bodies  are  fmall,  and  only 
flop  up  a part  of  the  paflage,  and  which  may  either 
eafily  elude  the  hook,  or  ftraiten  it  by  their  refin- 
ance, a kind  of  rings,  made  either  of  wire,  wool, 
or  fllk,  may  be  ufed.  A piece  of  fine  wire  of  a 
proper  length  may  be  bent  into  a circle,  about  the 
middle,  of  about  an  inch  diameter,  and  the  long 
unbent  fides  brought  parallel,  and  near  each  other  : 
thefe  are  to  be  held  in  the  hand,  and  the  circular 
part  or  ring  introduced  into  the  gullet,  in  order  to 
be  conduced  about  the  obftrudting  body,  and  fo 
to  extradl  it.  More  flexible  rings  may  be  made  of 
wool,  thread,  fllk,  or  fmall  pack-thread,  which 
may  be  waxed  for  their  greater  ftrength  and  confid- 
ence. One  of  thefe  is  to  be  tied  faft  to  a handle 
of  iron  wire,  whale-bone,  or  any  kind  of  flexible 
wood,  and  by  this  means  introduced,  in  order  to 
furround  the  obftru&ing  fubftance,  and  to  draw  it 

out. 
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out.  Several  of  thefe  rings  patted  through^one 
another  may  be  ufed,  the  more  certainly  to  lay  hold 
of  the  obftru&ing  body,  which  may  be  involved 
by  one,  if  another  fhould  mifs  it.  Thefe  rings 
have  one  advantage,  which  is,  that  when  the  fub- 
ftance to  be  extracted  is  once  laid  hold  of,  it  may 
then,  by  turning  the  handle,  be  retained  fo  ftrongly 
in  the  ring  thus  twitted,  as  to  be  moved  every 
way,  which  mutt  in  many  cafes  be  a confiderable 
advantage. 

Another  material  employed  on  thefe  unhappy  oc- 
cafions  is  the  fponge.  Its  property  of  fwelling 
confiderably  on  being  wet  is  the  principal  founda- 
tion of  its  ufefulnefs  here.  If  any  fubftance  is 
ftopt  in  the  gullet,  but  without  filling  up  the 
whole  paflage,  a bit  of  fponge  may  be  introduced 
into  that  part  which  is  unftopt,  and  beyond  the 
fubftance.  The  fponge  foon  dilates,  and  grows 
larger  in  this  moift  fituation  ; and  indeed  the  en- 
largement of  it  may  be  forwarded  by  making  the 
patient  fwallow  a few  drops  of  water.  Afterwards 
it  is  to  be  drawn  back  by  the  handle  to  which  it  is 
fattened  ; and  as  it  is  now  too  large  to  return 
through  the  fmall  cavity  by  which  it  was  conveyed 
in,  it  draws  out  the  obftru&ing  body  along  with 
it. 

The  compreflibility  of  fponge  is  another  found- 
ation of  its  ufefulnefs  in  fuch  cafes.  A pretty  large 
piece  of  fponge  may  be  compretted  or  fqueezed 
into  a fmall  fize,  by  winding  a ftring  of  tape  clofely 
about  it,  which  may  be  eaftly  unwound,  and 
withdrawn,  after  the  fponge  has  been  introduced. 
A bit  of  fponge  may  likewife  be  compretted  by  a 
piece  of  whale-bone  fplit  at  one  end  *,  but  this  can 
hardly  be  introduced  in  fuch  a manner  as  not  to 
hurt  the  patient. 

I have  often  known  pins  and  other  fliarp  bodies, 
which  had  ftuck  in  the  throat,  brought  up  by 
7 caufing 
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caufmg  the  perfon  to  fwallow  a bit  of  tough  meat 
tied  to  a thread,  and  drawing  it  quickiy  up  again. 
This  is  fafer  than  fwaJlowing  fponge,  and  will 
often  anfwer  the  purpofe  equally  well. 

When  all  thefe  methods  prove  unfuccefsful, 
there  remains  one  more,  which  is,  to  make  the 
patient  vomit : but  this  can  fcarcely  be  of  any  fer- 
vice,  unlefs  when  fuch  obftrudting  bodies  are 
fimply  engaged  in,  and  not  hooked  or  {tuck  into 
the  fides  of  the  gullet,  as  in  this  cafe  vomiting 
might  fometimes  occafion  further  mifchief.  If 
the  patient  can  fwallow,  vomiting  may  be  excited 
by  taking  half  a drachm  or  two  fcruples  of  ipeca- 
cuanha in  powder  made  into  a draught.  If  he  is 
not  able  to  fwallow,  an  attempt  may  be  made -to 
excite  vomiting,  by  tickling  his  throat  with  a fea- 
ther; and,  if  that  fhould  not  fucceed,  a clyfter  of 
tobacco  may  be  adminiftered.  It  is  made  by  boil- 
ing an  ounce  of  tobacco  in  a fufficient  quantity  of 
water  : this  has  often  been  found  to  fucceed,  when 
other  attempts  to  excite  vomiting  had  failed. 

When  the  obftru&ing  body  is  of  fuch  a nature 
that  it  may  with  fafety  be  puttied  downwards,  this 
may  be  attempted  by  means  of  a wax- candle  oiled, 
and  a little  heated,  fo  as  to  make  it  flexible ; or  a 
piece  of  whale- bone,  wire,  or  flexible  wood,  with 
a fponge  fattened  to  one  end. 

Should  it  be  impoflible  to  extract  even  thofe  bo- 
dies which  it  is  dangerous  to  admit  into  the  tto- 
mach,  we  mutt  then  prefer  the  leatt  of  two  evils, 
and  rather  run  the  hazard  of  pufhing  them  down 
than  fufrer  the  patient  to  perifli  in  a few  minutes; 
and  we  ought  to  fcruple  this  refolution  the  lefs,  as 
a great  many  inttances  have  happened,  where  the 
fwailowing  of  fuch  hurtful  and  indigettible  fub- 
ftances  has  been  followed  by  no  diforder. 

Whenever  it  is  manifett  that  all,  endeavours  ei- 
ther to  extract  or  pufli  down  the  fubftance  mutt: 

prove 
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prove  ineffectual,  they  fhould  he  aifcontinued  5 
becaufe  the  inflammation  occafloned  by  perfifting 
in  them  might  be  as  dangerous  as  the  obftruClion 
itfelf.  Some  have  died  in  confequence  of  the  in- 
flammation, even  after  the  body  which  caufed  the 
obftruCtion  had  been  entirely  removed. 

While  the  means  recommended  above  are  making 
ufe  of,  the  patient  fhould  often  fwallow,  or,  if  he 
cannot,  he  fhould  frequently  receive  by  injection 
through  a crooked  tube  or  pipe  that  may  reach 
down  to  the  gullet,  fome  emollient  liquor,  as  warm 
milk  and  water,  barley-water,  or  a decoCtion  of 
mallows.  Injections  of  this  kind  not  only  foften 
and  footh  the  irritated  parts,  but,  when  thrown  in 
with  force,  are  often  more  fuccefsful  in  loofening 
the  obftruClion  than  all  attempts  with  inftru- 
ments. 

When,  after  all  our  endeavours,  we  are  obliged 
to  leave  the  obftru&ing  body  in  the  part,  the  pa- 
tient mud  be  treated  as  if  he  had  an  inflammatory 
difeafe.  He  fhould  be  bled,  kept  upon  a low 
diet,  and  have  his  whole  neck  furrounded  with 
emollient  poultices.  The  like  treatment  muff 
alfo  be  ufed,  if  there  be  any  reafon  to  fufpeCt  an 
inflammation  of  the  paffages,  though  the  obftru&ing 
body  be  removed. 

A proper  degree  of  agitation  has  fometimes  loof- 
ened  the  inhering  body  more  effectually  than  inftru- 
ments.  Thus,  a blow  on  the  back  has  often  forced 
up  a fubftance  which  ftuck  in  the  gullet;  but  this 
is  (till  more  proper  and  efficacious  when  the  fub- 
ftance gets  into  the  wind-pipe.  In  this  cafe,  vo- 
miting and  fneezing  are  likewife  to  be  excited. 
Pins,  which  ftuck  in  the  gullet,  have  been  fre- 
quently discharged  by  riding  on  horfeback,  or  in, 
a carriage. 

When  any  indigeftible  fubftance  has  been  forced 
down  into  the  ftomach,  the  patient  fhould  ufe  a very 

mild 
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mild  and  fmooth  diet,  confifting  chiefly  of  fruits 
and  farinaceous  lubftances,  as  puddings,  pottage, 
and  foups.  He  fliould  avoid  all  heating  and  ir- 
ritating things,  as  wine,  punch,  pepper,  and  fuch 
like-,  and  his  drink  fliould  be  milk  and  water, 
barley-water,  or  whey. 

When  the  gullet  is  fo  ftrongly  and  fully  clofed, 
that  the  patient  can  receive  no  food  by  the  mouth, 
he  mud  be  nouriflied  by  clyfters  of  foup,  jelly,  and 
the  like. 

When  the  patient  is  in  danger  of  being  imme- 
diately fufFocated,  and  all  hope  of  freeing  the  paf- 
fage  is  vanifhed,  fo  that  death  feems  at  hand,  if  re- 
fpiration  be  not  reftored ; the  operation  of  bron - 
chotomy , or  opening  of  the  wind-pipe,  mud  be  di- 
re6tly  performed.  As  this  operation  is  neither  dif- 
ficult to  an  expert  furgeon,  nor  very  painful  to  the 
patient,  and  is  often  the  only  method  which  can 
be  taken  to  preferve  life  in  thefe  emergencies,  we 
thought  proper  to.  mention  it,  though  it  fliould 
©ply  be  attempted  by  perfons  flailed  in  furgery. 

OF  DROWNED  PERSONS. 

When  a perfon  has  remained  above  a quarter  of 
an  hour  under  water,  there  can  be  no  confiderable 
hopes  of  his  recovery.  But  as  feveral  circum- 
ftances  may  happen  to  have  continued  life,  in  fuch 
an  unfortunate  fituation,  beyond  the  ordinary  term, 
we  fliould  never  too  foon  refign  the  unhappy  ob- 
ject to  his  fate,  but  try  every  method  for  his  re- 
lief, as  there  are  many  well  attefted  proofs  of  the 
recovery  of  perfons  to  life  and  health  who  had 
been  taken  out  of  the  water  apparently  dead,  and 
who  remained  a confiderable  time  without  exhibit- 
ing any  figns  of  life. 


The 
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The  firft  thing  to  be  done,  after  the  body  is  ta- 
ken out  of  the  water,  is  to  convey  it  as  foon  as 
poflible  to  fome  convenient  place  where  the  necef- 
fary  operations  for  its  recovery  may  be  performed. 
In  doing  this,  care  muft  be  taken  not  to  bruife  or 
injure  the  body  by  carrying  it  in  any  unnatural 
pofture  with  the  head  downwards,  or  the  like.  If 
an  adult  body,  it  ought  to  be  Wid  on  a bed,  or  on 
draw,  with  the  head  a little  railed,  and  carried  on 
a cart  or  on  rpen’s  fhoulders,  and  kept  in  as  na- 
tural and  eafy  a pofition  as  poffible.  A fmall  body 
may  be  carried  in  the  arms. 

In  attempting  to  recover  perfons  apparently 
drowned,  the  principal  intention  to  be  purfued  is, 
to  reftore  the  natural  warmth , upon  which  all  the 
vital  fun&ions  depend  ; and  to  excite  thefe  func- 
tions by  the  application  of  flimulants,  not  only  to 
the  fkin,  but  likewife  to  the  lungs,  inteftines, 
&c.  * 

Though  cold  was  by  no  means  the  caufe  of  the 
perfon’s  death,  yet  it  will  prove  an  efFe&ual  oh- 
ftacle  to  his  recovery.  For  this  reafon,  after  Grip- 
ping him  of  his  wet  clothes,  his  body  mud  be 
ftrongly  rubbed  for  a confiderable  time  with  coarfe 
linen  cloths,  as  warm  as  they  can  be  made;  and, 
as  foon  as  a well-heated  bed  can  be  got  ready,  he 
may  be  laid  in  it,  and  the  rubbing  fhould  be  con- 
tinued. Warm  cloths  ought  likewife  to  be  fre- 
quently applied  to  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  and  hot 
bricks,  or  bottles  of  w’arm  water,  to  the  foies  of 
his  feet,  and  to  the  palms  of  his  hands. 

Strong  volatile  fpirits  fhould  be  frequently  ap- 
plied to  the  nofe;  and  the  fpine  of  the  back  and 
pit  of  the  flomach  may  be  rubbed  with  warm 
brandy  or  fpirit  of  wine.  The  temples  ought  alfo 
to  be  chafed  with  volatile  fpirits;  and  ftimulat- 
ing  powders,  as  that  of  tobacco  or  marjoram,  may 
be  blown  up  the  noftrils.  / 

R r 
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To  renew  the  breathings  a ftrong  perfon  may 
blow  his  own  breath  into  the  patient's  mouth  with 
all  the  force  he  can,  holding  his  noftrils  at  the 
fame  time.  When  it  can  be  perceived  by  the 
rifing  of  the  cheft  or  belly  that  the  lungs  are  filled 
with  air,  the  perfon  ought  to  defift  from  blowing, 
and  fhould  prefs  the  bread  and  belly  fo  as  to  ex- 
pel the  air  again;  and  this  operation  may  be  re- 
peated for  fome  time,  alternately  inflating  and  de- 
prefling the  lungs  fo  as  to  imitate  natural  refpira- 
tion. 

If  the  lungs  cannot  be  inflated  in  this  manner, 
it  may  be  attempted  by  blowing  through  one  of 
the  noltrils,  and  at  the  fame  time  keeping  the  other 
clofe.  Dr.  Monro  for  this  purpofe  recommends  a 
wooden  pipe  fitted  at  one  end  for  filling  the  noflril, 
and  at  the  other  for  being  blown  into  by  a perfon's 
mouth,  or  for  receiving  the  pipe  of  a pair  of  bel- 
lows, to  be  employed  for  the  fame  purpofe,  if  ne~ 
ceflary. 

When  air  cannot  be  forced  into  the  cheft  by  the 
mouth  or  nofe,  it  may  be  neceflary  to  make  an 
opening  into  the  wind-pipe  for  this  purpofe.  It  is 
needlds,  however,  to  fpend  time  in  defcribing  this 
operation,  as  it  fhould  not  be  attempted  unlefs  by 
per  Tons  {killed  in  furgery. 

To  ftimulate  the  inteftines,  the  fume  of  tobacco 
may  be  thrown  up  in  form  of  ciyfter.  There  are 
various  pieces  of  apparatus  contrived  for  this  pur- 
pofe which  may  be  ufed  when  at  hand;  but  where 
thefe  c.annot  be  obtained,  the  bufinefs  may  be  done 
by  a common  tobacco-pipe-  The  bowl  of  the 
pipe  muft  be  filled  with  tobacco  well  kindled,  and* 
after  the  fmall  tube  has  been  introduced  into  ths 
fundament,  the  fmoke  may  be  forced  up  by  blow- 
ing through  a piece  of  paper  full  of  holes  wrap- 
ped round  the  mouth  of  the  pipe*  or  by  blowing 
through  an  empty  pipe,  the  mouth  of  which  is 

applied* 
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applied  clofe  to  that  of  the  ether.  This  may 
alfo  be  done  in  the  following  manner:  A com- 
mon clyfter-pipe  with  a bag  mounted  upon  it  may 
be  introduced  into  the  fundament,  and  the  mouth 
of  the  bag^may  be  applied  round  the  fmall  end  of 
a tobacco-pipe,  in  the  bowl  of  which  tobacco  is  to 
be  kindled,  and  the  fmoke  blown  up  as  directed 
above.  Should  it  be  found  impracticable  to  throw 
up  the  fmoke  of  tobacco,  clyfters  of  warm  water, 
with  the  addition  of  a little  fait  and  fome  wine  or 
fpirits,  may  be  frequently  adminiftered.  This  may 
be  done  by  a common  clyfler-bag,  and  pipe;  but, 
as  it  ought  to  be  thrown  well  up,  a pretty  large 
fyringe  will  anfwer  the  purpofe  better. 

While  thefe  things  are  doing,  fome  of  the  at- 
tendants ought  to  be  preparing  a warm  bath,  into 
which  the  perfon  (hould  be  put,  if  the  above  en- 
deavours prove  ineffectual.  Where  there  are  no 
conveniencies  for  ufing  the  warm  bath,  the  body 
may  be  covered  with  warm  fait,  fand,  allies,  grains, 
or  fuch  like.  Tiffot  mentions  an  infiance  of  a girl 
who  was  reftored  to  life,  after  (he  had  been  taken 
out  of  the  water,  fwelled,  bloated,  and  to  all  ap- 
pearance dead,  by  laying  her  naked  body  upon  hoc 
afhes,  covering  her  with  others  equally  hot,  put- 
ting a bonnet  round  her  head,  and  a (locking  round 
her  neck  fluffed  with  the  fame,  and  heaping  co- 
verings over  all.  After  (he  had  remained  half  an 
hour  in- this  fuuation,  her  pulfe  returned,  file  re- 
covered fpeech,  and  cried  out, -I  freeze,  I freeze ; 
a little  cherry-brandy  was  given  her,  and  (he  re- 
mained buried  as  it  were  under  the  a files  for  eight 
hours;  afterwards  (lie  was  taken  out,  without  any 
other  complaint  except  that  of  laffitude  or  weari- 
nefs,  which  went  off  in  a few  days.  The  DoCtor 
mentions  likewife  an  inftance  of  a man  who  was 
reftored  to  life,  after  he  had  remained  fix  hours 
under  water,  by  the  heat  of  a dunghill, 
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Till  the  patient  fhews  fome  figns  of  life,  and  is 
able  to  fwallow,  it  would  be  ufelefs  a©d  even  dan- 
gerous to  pour  liquors  into  his  mouth.  His  lips, 
however,  and  tongue,  may  be  frequently  wet  with  a 
feather  dipt  in  warm  brandy  or  other  ftrong  fpirits ; 
and,  as  foon  as  he  has  recovered  the  power  of  fwal- 
lowing,  a little  warm  wine,  or  fome  other  cordial, 
ought  every  now  and  then  to  be  adminiftered. 

Some  recommend  a vomit  after  the  patient  is  a 
little  re-animated;  but  if  he  can  be  made  to  puke 
without  the  fickening  draught,  it  will  be  more  fafe: 
this  may  generally  be  done  by  tickling  the  throat 
and  fauces  with  an  oiled  feather,  or  fome  other  foft 
jubilance,  which  will  not  injure  the  parts.  Tif- 
fot  in  this  cafe  recommends  the  oxymel  of  fquills, 
a table-fpoonful  of  which,  diluted  with  water,  may 
be  given  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  till  the  patient 
has  taken  five  or  fix  dofes.  Where  that  medicine 
is  not  at  hand,  a ftrong  infufion  of  fage,  camo- 
mile-flowers, or  carduus  benedittus , fweetened  with 
honey,  or  fome  warm  water,  with  the  addition  of 
a little  fait,  may,  he  fays,  fupply  its  place.  The 
Dotftor  does  not  .intend  that  any  of  thefe  things 
fhould  be  given  in  fuch  quantity  as  to  occafton  vo- 
miting. He  thinks  emetics  in  this  fituation  are  not 
expedient. 

We  are  by  no  means  to  difcontinue  our  afliftance 
as  foon  as  the  patients  difcover  fome  tokens  of 
life,  flnce  they  fometimes  expire  after  thefe  firft 
appearances  of  recovering.  The  warm  and  ftimu- 
lating  applications  are  ftill  to  be  continued,  and 
fmall  quantities  of  fome  cordial  liquor  ought  fre- 
quently to  be  adminiftered.  Laftly,  though  the 
perfon  fhould  be  manifeftly  re-animated,  there 
fometimes  remain  an  oppreffion,  a cough,  and  fe- 
verifhnefs,  which  effectually  conftitute  a difeafe. 
In  this  cafe  it  will  be  neceftary  to  bleed  the  patient 
in  the  arm,  and  to  caufe  him  to  drink  plentifully 
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of  barley-water,  elder- flower-tea,  or  any  other  foft 
pectoral  infufions. 

Such  perfons  as  have  the  misfortune  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  appearances  of  life,  by  a fall,  a blow, 
fufFocation,  or  the  like,  mufl  be  treated  nearly  in 
the  fame  manner  as  thofe  who  have  been  for  fome 
time  under  water.  I once  attended  a patient  who 
was  fo  dunned  by  a fall  from  a horfe,  that  for 
above  fix  hours  he  fcarcely  exhibited  any  figns  of 
life;  yet  this  man,  by  being  bled,  and  proper  me- 
thods taken  to  keep  up  the  vital  warmth,  recover- 
ed, and  in  a few  days  was  perfectly  well.  Dr. 
Alexander  gives  an  inftance  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
in  the  Edinburgh  Phyfical  and  Literary  Efifays,  of 
a man  who  was  to  all  appearance  killed  by  a blow 
on  the  bread,  but  recovered  upon  being  immerfed 
for  fome  time  in  warm  water.  Thefe,  and  other 
indances  of  a fimilar  nature,  which  might  be  ad- 
duced, amount  to  a full  proof  of  this  fa£t,  that 
many  of  thofe  unhappy  perfons  who  lofe  their 
lives  by  falls,  blows,  and  other  accidents,  might 
be  faved  by  the  ufe  of  proper  means  duly  perfi/ted 
in. 


OF  NOXIOUS  VAPOURS. 

Air  may  be  many  ways  rendered  noxious,  or  even 
deftru&ive  to  animals.  This  may  either  happen 
from  its  vivifying  principle  being  dedroyed,  or 
from  fubtle  exhalations  with  which  it  is  impreg- 
nated. Thus  air  that  has  pafled  through  burning 
fuel  is  neither  capable  of  fupporting  fire  nor  the 
life  of  animals.  Hence  the  danger  of  deeping  in 
clofe  chambers  with  coal  fires.  Some  indeed  fup- 
pofe  the  danger  here  proceeds  from  the  fulphu- 
reous  oil  contained  in  the  coal,  which  is  fet  at 
liberty  and  diffufed  all  over  the  chamber;  while 
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others  imagine  it  is  owing  to  the  air  of  the  room 
being  charged  with  phlogifton.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
it  is  a fituation  carefully  to  be  avoided.  Indeed,  it 
is  dangerous  to  ileep  in  a fmall  apartment  with  a 
fire  of  any  kind.  I lately  faw  four  perfons  who  had 
been  fuffocated  by  fkeping  in  an  apartment  where 
a fmall  fire  of  coal  had  been  left  burning. 

The  vapour  which  exhales  from  wine,  cyder, 
beer,  or  other  liquors,  in  the  Hate  of  fermenta- 
tion, contains  fomething  poifonous,  which  kills  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  vapour  of  coal.  Hence 
there  is  always  danger  in  going  into  cellars  where 
a large  quantity  of  thefe  liquors  is  in  a (late  of  fer- 
mentation, efpecially  if  they  have  been  clofe  fhut 
up  for  fome  time  There  have  been  many  in- 
flances  of  perfons  ftruck  dead  on  entering  fuch 
places,  and  of  others  who  have  with  difficulty 
efcaped.  ' 

When  fubterraneous  caves,  that  have  been  very 
long  fhut,  are  opened,  or  w r deep  wells  are 
cleaned,  which  have  not  been  emptied  for  feveral 
years,  the  vapours  arifing  from  them  produce  the 
fame  effedls  as  thofe  mentioned  above.  For  this 
reafon,  no  perfon  ought  to  venture  into  a well,  pit, 
cellar,  or  any  place  that  is  damp,  and  has  been 
long  fhut  up,  till  the  air  has  been  fufficiently  pu- 
rified, by  burning  gunpowder  in  it.  It  is  eafy  to 
know,  as  has  been  abler  ved  in  a former  part  of 
this  work,  when  the  air  of  fuch  places  is  unwhoie- 
fome,  by  letting  down  a lighted  candle,  throw- 
ing in  burning  fuel,  or  the  like.  If  thefe  conti- 
nue to  burn,  people  may  fafdy  venture  in;  but 
where  they  are  fuddenly  extinguifhed,  no  one  ought 
to  enter  till  the  air  has  been  firft  purified  by 
fire. 

The  offenfive  fmell  of  lamps  and  of  candles, 
efpecially  when  their  dames  are  extinguifhed,  ope- 
rate like  other  vapours,  though  with  lefs  violence, 

and 
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and  lefs  fuddenly.  There  have  however  been  in- 
ftances  of  people  killed  by  the  fumes  of  lamps 
which  had  been  extinguifhed  in  a clofe  chamber, 
and  perfons  of  weak  delicate  breads  generally  find 
themfelves  quickly  opprefled  in  apartments  illumi- 
nated with  many  candles. 

Such  as  are  fenfible  of  their  danger  in  thefe 
fituations,  and  retreat  feafonably  from  it,  are  ge- 
nerally relieved  as  foon  as  they  get  into  the  open 
air,  or,  if  they  have  any  remaining  uneafinefs,  a 
little  water  and  vinegar,  or  lemonade,  drank  hot, 
affords  them  relief.  But  when  they  are  fo  far  poi- 
foned,  as  to  have  loft  their  feeling  and  underftand- 
ing,  the  following  means  muft  be  ufed  for  their  re- 
covery: 

The  patient  fhould  be  expofed  to  a very  pure, 
frefh,  and  open  air;  and  volatile  falts,  or  other  fti- 
mulating  fubftances,  held  to  his  nofe.  He  fhould 
next  be  bled  in  the  arm,  or  if  that  does  not  fuc- 
ceed,  in  the  neck.  His  legs  ought  to  be  put  into 
warm  water,  and  well  rubbed.  As  foon  as  he  can 
fwallow,  fome  lemonade,  or  water  and  vinegar, 
with  the  addition  of  a little  nitre,  may  be  given 
him. 

Nor  are  lharp  clyfters  by  any  means  to  be  ne- 
gle&ed;  thefe  may  be  made,  by  adding  to  the 
common  clyfter,  fyrup  of  buckthorn  and  tindlure 
of  fenna,  of  each  two  ounces;  or,  in  their  ftead, 
half  an  ounce  of  Venice  turpentine  diffolved  in  the 
yolk  of  an  egg.  Should  thefe  things  not  be  at 
hand,  two  or  three  large  fpoonfuls  of  common 
fait  may  be  put  into  the  clyfter.  The  fame  means, 
if  neceffary,  which  were  recommended  in  the  former 
part  of  this  chapter,  may  be  ufed  to  reftore  the  cir- 
culation, warmth,  &c. 

Mr.  Toffach,  furgeon  at  Alloa,  relates  the  cafe 
of  a man  fuffocated  by  the  fteam  of  burning  coal, 
svhom  he  recovered  by  blowing  his  breath  into  the 
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patient's  mouth,  bleeding  him  in  the  arm,  and 
cau fing  him  to  be  well  rubbed  and  toffed  about. 
And  Dr.  Frewen,  of  Suflex,  mentions  the  cafe  of 
a young  man  who  was  ftupified  by  the  fmoke  of 
fea-coal,  but  was  recovered  by  being  plunged  into 
cold  water,  and  afterwards  laid  in  a warm  bed. 

The  pra£tice  of  plunging  perfons  fuffocated  by 
noxious  vapours,  in  cold  water,  would  feem  to  be 
fupported  by  the  common  experiment  of  fuffio- 
cating  dogs  in  the  grotto  del  cani , and  afterwards 
recovering  them,  by  throwing  them  into  the  neigh- 
bouring lake, 

EFFECTS  OF  EXTREME  COLD, 

When  cold  is  extremely  fevere,  and  a perfon  is 
expofed  to  it  for  a long  time,  it  proves  mortal,  in 
confequence  of  its  (lopping  the  circulation  in  the 
extremities,  and  forcing  too  great  a proportion  of 
blood  towards  the  brains  fo  that  the  patient  dies 
of  a kind  of  apoplexy,  preceded  by  great  fleepi- 
nefs.  The  traveller,  in  this  fituation,  who  finds 
himfelf  begin  to  grow  drowfy,  fhould  redouble  his 
efforts  to  extricate  himfelf  from  the  imminent  dan* 
ger  he  is  expofed  to.  This  deep,  which  he  might 
confider  as  fome  alleviation  of  his  fufferings, 
would,  if  indulged,  prove  his  lafl. 

Such  violent  effects  of  cold  are  happily  not  very 
common  in  this  country;  it  frequently  happens, 
however,  that  the  hands  or  feet  of  travellers  are  fo 
benumbed  or  frozen,  as  to  be  in  danger  of  a mor- 
tification, if  proper  means  are  not  ufed  to  prevent 
it.  The  chief  danger  in  this  fituation  arifes  from 
the  fudden  application  of  heat.  It  is  very  com- 
mon, when  the  hands  or  feet  are  pinched  with  cold, 
to  hold  them  to  the  fire;  yet  reafon  and  obferva- 
tion  fhew  that  this  is  a mo  ft  dangerous  and  impru- 
dent pradlife. 


Every 
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Every  peafant  knows,  if  frozen  meat,  fruits,  or 
roots  of  any  kind,  be  brought  near  the  fire,  or  put 
into  warm  water,  they  will  be  deftroyed,  by  rot- 
tennefs,  or  a kind  of  mortification  5 and  that  the 
only  way  to  recover  them,  is  to  immerfe  them  for 
fome  time  in  very  cold  water.  The  fame  obferva- 
tion  holds  with  regard  to  animals  in  this  condi- 
tion. 

When  the  hands  or  feet  are  greatly  benumbed 
with  cold,  they  ought  either  to  be  immerfed  in 
cold  water,  or  rubbed  with  lnow,  till  they  recover 
their  natural  warmth  and  fenfibility : after  which, 
the  perfon  may  be  removed  into  an  apartment  a 
little  warmer,  and  may  drink  fome  cups  of  tea, 
or  an  infufion  of  elder-flowers  fweetened  with  ho- 
ney.. Every  perfon  muft  have  obferved,  when  his 
hands  were  even  but  flightly  affecfied  with  cold, 
that  the  befi:  way  to  warm  them  was  by  wafhing 
them  in  cold  water,  and  continuing  to  rub  them 
well  for  fome  time. 

When  a perfon  has  been  fo  long  expofed  to  the 
cold,  that  all  appearances  of  life  are  gone,  it  will 
be  neceflary  to  rub  him  all  over  with  fnow  or  cold 
water ; or,  what  will  anfwer  better,  if  it  can  be 
obtained,  to  immerfe  him  in  a bath  of  the  very 
coldefl:  water.  There  is  the  greateft:  encourage- 
ment to  perfift  in  the  ufe  of  thefe  means,  as  we 
are  aflured  that  perfons  who  had  remained  in  the 
fnow,  or  had  been  expofed  to  the  freezing  air  du- 
ring five  or  fix  fucceflive  days,  and  who  had  dif- 
. covered  no  marks  of  life  for  feveral  hours,  have  ne- 
verthel-efs  been  revived. 

I have  always  thought,  that  the  whitloes,  kibes, 
chilblains,  and  other  inflammations  of  the  extre- 
mities, which  are  fo  common  among  the  peafants 
in  the  cold  feafon,  were  chiefly  occafioned  by  their 
fudcjen  tranfitions  from  cold  to  heat.  After  they 
have  been  expofed  to  an  extreme  degree  of  cold, 

they 
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they  immediately  apply  their  hands  and  feet  to  the 
fire,  or,  if  they  have  occafion,  plunge  them  into 
warm  water,  by  which  means,  if  a mortification 
does  not  happen,  an  inflammation  feldom  fails  to 
enfue.  Mofi  of  the  ill  confequences  from  this 
quarter  might  be  eafily  avoided,  by  only  obferving 
the  precautions  mentioned  above. 

EFFECTS  OF  EXTREME  HEAT. 

The  effects  of  extreme  heat,  though  not  fo  com- 
mon in  this  country,  are  no  lefs  fatal,  and  much  j 
more  fudden  than  thofe  of  cold.  In  hot  countries 
people  frequently  drop  down  dead  in  the  ftreets, 
exhaufled  with  heat  and  fatigue.  In  this  cafe,  if 
any  warm  cordial  can  be  poured  into  the  mouth  it 
ought  to  be  done.  If  this  cannot  be  effedted,  they 
may  be  thrown  up  in  form  of  a clyfler.  Volatile 
fpirits,  and  other  things  of  a (limulating  nature, 
may  be  applied  to  the  fkin,  which  fhould  be  well 
rubbed  with  coarfe-cloths,  whipped  with  nettles, 
or  other  Simulating  things.  Some  of  the  ancient 
phyflcians  are  faid  to  have  reSored  to  life  perfons 
apparently  dead,  by  beating  them  with  rods. 


C H A P.  LIV. 

OF  FAINTING  FITS,  AND  OTHER  CASES 
WHICH  REQUIRE  IMMEDIATE 
ASSISTANCE. 

QTRONG  and  healthy  perfons,  who  abound 
^ with  blood,  are  often  feized  with  fudden  faint- 
ing fits,  after  violent  exefeife,  drinking  freely  of 
i warn) 
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warm  or  ftrong  liquors,  expofure  to  great  heat,  in- 
tenfe  application  to  ftudy,  or  the  like. 

In  fuch  cafes  the  patient  fhould  be  made  to  fmell 
to  fome  vinegar.  His  temples,  forehead,  and 
wrifts,  ought  at  the  fame  time  to  be  bathed  with  vi- 
negar mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  warm  wa- 
ter ; and  two  or  three  fpoonfuls  of  vinegar,  with 
four  or  five  times  as  much  water,  may,  if  he  can 
fwallow,  be  poured  into  his  mouth. 

If  the  fainting  proves  obftinate,  or  degenerates 
into  a Jynccpe , that  is,  an  abolition  of  feeling  and 
underftanding,  the  patient  muft  be  bled.  After 
the  bleeding,  a clyfter  will  be  proper,  and  then 
he  fhould  be  kept  eafy  and  quiet,  only  giving-him 
every  half  hour  a cup  or  two  of  an  infufion  of 
any  mild  vegetable,  with  the  addition  of  a little 
fugar  and  vinegar. 

When  fwoonings,  which  arife  from  this  caufe, 
occur. frequently  in  the  fame  perfon,  he  fhould,  in 
order  to  efcape  them,  confine  himfelf  to  a light 
diet,  confiding  chiefly  of  bread,  fruits,  and  other 
vegetables.  His  drink  ought  to  be  water  or  fmall 
beer,  and  he  fhould  fleep  but  moderately,  and 
take  much  exercife. 

But  fainting  fits  proceed  much  oftener  from  3 
defedt  than  an  excels  of  blood.  Hence  they  are 
very  ready  to  happen  after  great  evacuations  of  any 
kind,  obftinate  watching,  want  of  appetite,  or 
fuch  like.  In  thefe  an  almoft  diredtly  oppofite 
courfe  to  that  mentioned  above  muft  be  purfued. 

The  patient  fhould  be  laid  in  bed,  with  his  head 
low,  and  being  covered,  fhould  have  his  legs, 
thighs,  arms,  and  his  whole  body  rubbed  ftrongly 
with  hot  flannels.  Hungary  water,  volatile  falts, 
or  ftrong  fmelling  herbs,  as  rue,  mint,  or  rofe- 
mary,  may  be  heid  to  his  nofe.  His  mouth  may 
be  wet  with  a little  rum  or  brandy;  and,  if  he 
can  fwallow,  fome  hot  wine,  mixed  wifi  fugar  and 

cinnamon. 
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cinnamon,  which  is  an  excellent  cordial,  may  be 
poured  into  his  mouth.  A comprefs  of  flannel  dipt 
in  hot  wine  or  brandy  mud  be  applied  to  the  pit  of 
his  flomach,  and  warm  bricks,  or  bottles  filled 
with  hot  water,  laid  to  the  feet. 

As  foon  as  the  patient  is  recovered  a little,  he 
fhould  take  fome  ltrong  foup  or  broth,  or  a little 
bread  or  bifcuit  foaked  in  hot-fpiced  wine.  To 
prevent  the  return  of  the  fits,  he  ought  to  take 
often,  but  in  fmall  quantities,  fome  light  yet 
ftrengthening  nourifhmenr,  as  pan  ado  made  with 
foup  indead  of  water,  new  laid  eggs  lightly  poach- 
ed, chocolate,  light  road  meats,  jellies,  and  fuch 
like. 

Thofe  fainting  fits,  which  are  the  effeft  of  bleed- 
ing, or  of  the  violent  operation  of  purges,  belong 
to  this  clafs.  Such  as  happen  after  artificial  bleed- 
ing are  feldom  dangerous,  generally  terminating 
as  foon  as  the  patient  is  laid  upon  the  bed*  in- 
deed perfons  fubjedt  to  this  kind  fhould  always  be 
bled  lying,  in  order  to  prevent  it.  Should  the 
fainting  however  continue  longer  than  ufual,  vola- 
tile fpirits  may  be  held  to  the  nofe,  and  rubbed  on 
the  temples,  &c. 

When  fainting  is  the  effefl:  of  too  ftrong  or  acrid 
purges  or  vomits,  the  patient  mud  be  treated  in 
all  refpe&s  as  if  he  had  taken  poifon.  He  fhould 
be  made  to  drink  plentifully  of  milk,  warm  wa- 
ter, and  oil,  barley-water,  or  fuch  like;  emollient 
clyders  will  likewife  be  proper,  and  the  patient’s 
drength  fhould  afterwards  be  recruited,  by  giving 
him  generous  cordials,  and  anodyne  medicines. 

Paintings  are  often  occafioned  by  indigedion. 
This  may  either  proceed  from  the  quantity  or 
quality  of  the  food.  When  the  former  of  thefe 
is  the  caufe,  the  cure  will  be  bed  performed  by  vo- 
miting, which  may  be  promoted  by  caufing  rhe  pa- 
tient to  drink  a weak  infufion  of  camomile-flowers, 

cardbus 
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caYduus  benediffus,  or  the  like.  When  the  difor- 
der  proceeds  from  the  nature  of  the  food,  the  pa- 
tient, as  in  the  cafe  of  weaknefs,*  muft  be  revived 
by  ftrong  fmells,  &c.  after  which  he  (hould  be 
made  to  fwallow  a large  quantity  of  light  warm 
fluid,  which  may  ferve  to  drown,  as  it  were,  the 
offending  matter,  to  foften  its  acrimony,  and  ei- 
ther to  effedl  a difcharge  of  it  by  vomiting,  or 
force  it  down  into  the  inteftines. 

Even  difagreeable  fmells  will  fometimes  occa- 
fion  fwoonings,  efpecially  in  people  of  weak  nerves. 
When  this  happens,  the  patient  fhould  be  carried 
into  the  open  air,  have  ftimulating  things  held  to 
his  nofe,  and  thofe  fubftances  which  are  difagree- 
able to  him  ought  immediately  to  be  removed. 
But  we  have  already  taken  notice  of  fwoonings 
which  arife  from  nervous  diforders,  and  fhall  there- 
fore fay  no  more  upon  that  head. 

Fainting  fits  often  happen  in  the  progrefs  of 
difeafes.  In  the  beginning  of  putrid  difeafes  they 
generally  denote  an  oppreflion  at  the  ftomach,  or  a 
mafs  of  corrupted  humours,  and  they  ceafe  after 
evacuations  either  by  vomit  or  ftool.  When  they 
occur  at  the  beginning  of  malignant  fevers,  they 
indicate  great  danger.  In  each  of  thefe  cafes, 
vinegar  uled  both  externally  and  internally  is  the 
belt  remedy  during  the  paroxyfrn,  and  plenty  of 
lemon-juice  and  water  after  ir.  Swoonings  which 
happen  in  difeafes  accompanied  with  great  eva- 
cuations, muft  be  treated  like  thofe  which  are  owing 
to  weaknefs,  and  the  evacuations  ought  to  be 
reftrained.  When  they  happen  towards  the  end  of 
a violent  fit  of  an  intermitting  fever,  or  at  that 
of  each  exacerbation  of  a continual  fever,  the  pa- 
tient muft  be  fupported  by  fmail  draughts  of  wine 
and  water. 

Delicate  and  byfteric  women  are  very  liable  to 
fvvooning  or  fainting  fits  after  delivery.  Thefe 

6 might 
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might  be  often  prevented  by  generous  cordials,  and 
the  admifilon  of  frefh  air.  When  they  are  occa- 
fioned  by  excefiive  flooding,  it  ought  by  all  means 
to  be  reftrained.  They  are  generally  the  effed  of 
mere  weaknefs  or  exhauftion.  Dr.  Engleman  re- 
lates the  cafe  of  a woman  £C  in  childbed,  who, 
<c  after  being  happily  delivered,  fuddenly  fainted, 
<c  and  lay  upwards  of  a quarter  of  an  hour  appa- 
<c  rently  dead.  A phyfician  was  fentfors  her  own 
“ maid,  in  the  mean  while,  being  out  of  patience 
<c  at  his  delay,  attempted  to  affilt  her  herfelf,  and 
<c  extending  herfelf  upon  her  miftrefs,  applied  her 
cc  mouth  to  her’s,  blew  in  as  much  breath  as  fhe 
<c  poiTibly  could,  and  in  a very  fhort  time  the  ex- 
“ haufted  woman  awaked  as  out  of  a profound 
<c  fleep;  when  proper  things  being  given  her,  fhe 
€C  foon  recovered. 

cc  The  maid  being  afked  how  die  came  to  think 
<c  of  this  expedient,  faid  die  had  feen  it  pradifed 
“ at  Altenburgh,  by  midwives,  upon  children  with 
tc  the  happieft  effed.” 

We  mention  this  cafe  chiedy  that  other  mid- 
wives may  be  induced  to  follow  fo  laudable  an  ex- 
ample. Many  children  are  born  without  any  figns 
of  life,  and  others  expire  icon  after  the  birth,  who 
might,  without  all  doubt,  by  proper  care,  be  re- 
ftored  to  life. 

From  whatever  caufe  fainting  fits  proceed,  frefh 
air  is  always  of  the  greateft  importance  to  the  pa- 
tient. By  not  attending  to  this  circumftance,  peo- 
ple often  kill  their  friends  while  they  are  endea- 
vouring to  fave  them.  Alarmed  at  the  patient’s 
fnuation,  they  call  in  a crowd  of  people  to  his  af- 
fiflance,  or  perhaps  to  witnefs  his  exit,  whofe 
breathing  exhaufis  the  air,  and  increafes  the  dan- 
ger.  There  is  not  the  lead  doubt  but  this  prac- 
tice, which  is  very  common  among  the  lower  fort 
of  people,  often  proves  fatal,  efpecially  to  the  de- 
licate, 
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licate,  and  fuch  perfons  as  fall  into  fainting  fits 
from  mere  exhaudion,  or  the  violence  of  fome  dif- 
eafe.  No  more  perfons  ought  ever  to  be  admitted 
into  the  room  where  a patient  lies  in  a fwoon  than 
are  abfolutely  neceflary  for  his  aflidance,  and  the 
windows  of  the  apartment  ihould  always  be  opened, 
at  lead  as  far  as  to  admit  a dream  of  frefh  air. 

Perfons  fubjed  to  frequent  fwoonings,  or  faint- 
ing fits,  fhould  negled  no  means  to  remove  the 
caufe  of  them,  as  their  confequences  are  always 
injurious  to  the  conditution.  Every  fainting  fit 
leaves  the  perfon  in  dejection  and  weaknefs*  the 
fecretions  are  thereby  iufpended,  the  humours  dif- 
pofed  to  dagnation,  coagulations  and  obdrudions 
are  formed,  and,  if  the  motion  of  the  blood  be  to- 
tally intercepted,  or  very  confiderably  checked,  po- 
lypujes  are  fometimes  formed  in  the  heart  or  larger 
veffels.  The  only  kind  of  fwoonings  not  to  be 
dreaded  are  thofe  which  fometimes  mark  the  crffis 
in  fevers;  yet  even  thefe  ought,  as  foon  as  poflible, 
to  be  removed. 

OF  INTOXICATION. 

The  effeds  of  intoxication  are  often  fafcal.  No 
kind  of  poifon  kills  more  certainly  than  an  over- 
dofe  of  ardent  fpirits.  Sometimes,  by  dedroying  the 
nervous  energy,  they  put  an  end  to  life  at  once;  but 
in  general  their  effeds  are  more  flow,  and  in  many 
refpeds  fimilar  to  thofe  of  opium.  Other  kinds 
of  intoxicating  liquors  may  prove  fatal  when  taken 
to  excefs,  as  well  as  ardent  fpirits;  but  they  may 
generally  be  difcharged  by  vomiting,  which  ought 
always  to  be  excited  when  the  Aomach  is  over- 
charged with  liquor. 

More  of  thofe  unhappy  perfons,  who  die  intoxi- 
cated, lofe  their  lives  from  an  inability  to  condud 
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themfelves,  than  frogn  the  deftru&ive  quality  of  the  i 
liquor.  Unable  to  walk,  they  tumble  down,  and 
lie  in  fome  awkward  pofture,  which  obtlru&s  the 
circulation  or  breathing,  and  often  continue  in  this 
Situation  till  they  die.  No  drunken  perfon  fhould  be 
left  by  himfelf,  till  his  clothes  have  been  loofened, 
and  his  body  laid  in  fuch  a pofture  as  is  moll  fa- 
vourable for  continuing  the  vital  morions,  dif-  - 
charging  the  contents  of  the  ftomach,  &c.  The 
belt  pofture  for  difcharging  the  contents  of  the 
ftomach  is  to  lay  the  perfon  upon  his  belly ; when 
afleep  he  may  be  laid  on  his  fide,  with  his  head  a . { 
little  raifed,  and  particular  care  mud  be  taken  that 
his  neck  be  no  way  bent,  twilled,  or  have  any  thing 
too  tight  about  it. 

The  exceflive  degree  of  third:  occafioned  by 
drinking  ftrong  liquors,  often  induces  people  to 
quench  it  by  taking  what  is  hurtful.  I have  known 
fatal  confequences  even  from  drinking  freely  of 
milk  after  a debauch  of  wine  or  four  punch;  thefe 
acid  liquors,  together  with  the  heat  of  the  fto- 
mach, having  coagulated  the  milk  in  fuch  a man- 
ner that  it  could  never  be  digefted.  The  fafeft 
drink  after  a debauch  is  water  with  a toaft,  tea, 
infufions  of  balm,  fage,  barley-water,  and  fuch  * 
like.  If  the  perfon  wants  to  vomit,  he  may  drink 
a weak  infufion  of  camomile-flowers,  or  lukewarm 
water  and  oil;  but  in  this  condition  vomiting  may 
generally  be  excited  by  only  tickling  the  throat 
with  the  finger  or  a feather. 

Infteacl  of  giving  a detail  of  all  the  different 
fymptoms  of  intoxication  which  indicate  danger, 
and  propofing  a general  plan  of  treatment  for  per- 
fons  in  this  fituation,  I fhall  briefly  rela.te  the  hif- 
tory  of  a cafe  which  lately  fell  under  my  own  ob- 
fervation,  wherein  moft  of  thofe  fymptoms  ufually 
reckoned  dangerous  concurred,  and  where  the  treat- 
ment was  fuccefsful. 

A young 
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A young  man,  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  had, 
for  a hire,  drank  ten  glaffes  of  ftrong  brandy.  He 
foon  after  fell  fall  afieep,  and  continued  in  that  fit-n- 
ation for  feveral  hours,  till  at  length  his  uneafy 
manner  of  breathing,  the  coldnefs  of  the  extremis 
ties,  and  other  threatening  fymptoms,  alarmed^  his 
friends,  and  made  them  fend  for  me.  I found  turn 
ftill  fieeping,  his  countenance  ghaftly,  and  his  fkin 
covered  with  a cold  clammy  fweat.  Almoft  the 
only  figns  of  life  remaining  were,  a deep  labori- 
ous breathing,  and  a convulfive  motion  or  agita- 
tion of  his  bowels. 

I tried  to  roufe  him,  but  in  vain,  by  pinching, 
(baking,  applying  volatile  fpirits,  and  other  fti- 
mulating  things  to  his  nofe,  &c.  A few  ounces 
of  blood  were  likewiie  taken  from  his  arm,  and  a 
mixture  of  vinegar  and  water  was  poured  into  his 
mouth;  but,  as  he  could  not  fwallow,  very  little 
of  this  got  into  the  ftomach.  None  of  thefe  things 
having  the  lead  effect,  and  the  danger  feeming  to 
increafe,  I ordered  his  legs  to  be  put  into  warm 
water,  and  a (harp  clyftef  to  be  immediately  admi- 
nificercd.  This  gave  him  a flool,  and  was  the  firfl: 
thing  that  relieved  him.  It  was  afterwards  re- 

Eeated  with  the  fame  happy  effed,  and  feemea  to 
e the  chief  caufe  of  his  recovery.  He  then  be- 
gan to  (hew  fome  figns  of  life,  took  drink  when  it 
was  offered  him,  and  came  gradually  to  his  fenfes. 
He  continued,  however,  for  feveral  days  weak  and 
feverifh,  and  complained  much  of  a forenefs  in 
his  bowels,  which  gradually  went  off,  by  means  of 
a (lender  diet,  and  cool  mucilaginous  liquors. 

This  young  man  would  probably  have  been  fu£* 
fered  to  die,  without  any  afiiftance  being  called, 
had  not  a neighbour,  a few  days  before,  who  had 
been  advifed  to  drink  a bottle  of  fpirits  to  cure  him 
of  an  ague,  expired  under  very  fimilar  circurn- 
ftances. 
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OF  SUFFOCATION  AND  STRANGLING, 

Thefe  may  fometimes  proceed  from  an  infar&ion 
of  the  lungs,  produced  by  vifcid  clammy  humours, 
or  a fpafmodic  affie&ion  of  the  nerves  of  that  or- 
gan. Perfons  who  feed  grofsly,  and  abound  in 
rich  blood,  are  very  liable  to  fuffbeating  fits  from 
the  former  of  thefe  caufes.  Such  ought,  as  foon 
as  they  are  attacked,  to  be  bled,  to  receive  an  emol- 
lient clyfler,  and  to  take  frequently  a cup  of  di- 
luting liquor  with  a little  nitre  in  it.  They  fhould 
likewife  receive  the  fleams  of  hot  vinegar  into  their 
lungs  by  breathing. 

Nervous  and  atthmatic  perfons  are  mod  fubjed 
to  fpafmodic  aife&ions  of  the  lungs.  In  this  cafe 
the  patient’s  legs  fhould  be  immerfed  in  warm  wa- 
ter, and  the  fleams  of  vinegar  applied  as  above. 
Warm  diluting  liquors  fhould  likewife  be  drank; 
to  a cup  of  which  a tea-fpoonful  of  the  parygoric 
elixir  may  occafionally  be  added.  Burnt  paper, 
feathers,  or  leather,  may  be  held  to  the  patient’s 
nofe,  and  frefh  air  fhould  be  freely  admitted  to 
him. 

Infants  are  often  fuffocated  by  the  careleffnefs  or 
inattention  of  their  nurfes*.  An  infant  when  in 
bed  fhould  always  be  laid  fo,  that  it  cannot  tumble 
down  with  its  head  under  the  bed-clothes ; and 
when  in  a cradle,  its  face  ought  never  to  be  co- 
Tered.  A final!  degree  of  attention  to  thefe  two 

* Th?fe  accidents  are  not  always  the  efTefts  of  carelefihefs.  I 
have  known  an  infant  over- laid  by  its  mother  being  feized  in 
the  night  with  an  hyfteric  fit.  This  ought  to  ferve  as  a caution 
againli  employing  hyfteric  women  as  nurfes;  and  fhould  likewife 
teach  fbch  women  never  to  lay  an  infant  in  the  fame  bed  with 
ihemfclves,  but  in  a final  1 adjacent  one. 

Ample 
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fimple  rules  would  fave  the  lives  of  many  infants, 
and  prevent  others  from  being  rendered  weak  and 
fickly  m their  days  by  the  injuries  done  to  their 
lungs. 

Inftead  of  laying  down  a plan  for  the  recovery 
of  infants  who  are  fuffocated,  or  overlaid,  as  it  is 
termed  by  their  nurfes,  I (hall  give  the  hiftory  of 
a cafe  related  by  Monfieur  Janin>  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgery  at  Paris,  as  it  was  attended 
with  fuccefs,  and  contains  almoft  every  thing  that 
can  be  done  on  Inch  occafions. 

A nurfe  having  had  the  misfortune  to  over-lay  a 
child,  he  was  called  in,  and  found  the  infant  with- 
out any  figns  of  life;  no  puliation  in  the  arteries, 
no  refpiration,  the  face  livid,  the  eyes  open,  dull, 
and  tarnifhed,  the  nofe  full  of  fnivel,  the  mouth 
gaping,  in  fhort  it  was  almofl  cold.  Whilft  fome 
linen  clothes  and  a parcel  of  afhes  we  re  warm- 
ing, he  had  the  boy  unfwathed,  and  laid  him 
in  a warm  bed,  and  on  the  right  fide.  He  then 
was  rubbed  all  over  with  fine  linen,  for  fear  of  fret- 
ting his  tender  and  delicate  fkin.  As  foon  as  the 
afhes  had  received  their  due  degree  of  heat,  Mr. 
Janin  buried  him  in  them,  except  the  face,  placed 
him  on  the  fide  oppofite  to  that  on  which  he  had 
been  at  firfl  laid,  and  covered  him  with  a blanket. 
He  had  a bottle  of  eau  de  luce  in  his  pocket,  which 
he  prefented  to  his  nofe  from  time  to  time}  and  be- 
tween whiles  fome  puffs  of  tobacco  were  blown  up 
his  noflrils:  to  chefe  fucceeded  the  blowing  into  his 
mouth,  and  fqueezing  tight  his  nofe.  Animal  heat 
began  thus  co  be  excited  gradually}  the  pulfatioas 
of  the  temporal  artery  were  foon  felt,  the  breathing 
became  more  frequent  and  free,  and  the  eyes  clofed 
and  opened  alternately.  At  length  the  child  fetched 
fome  cries  expreffive  of  his  want  of  the  bread, 
which  being  applied  to  his  mouth,  he  catched  at 
it  with  avidity,  and  fucked  as  if  nothing  had  hap- 
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pened  to  him.  Though  the  pulfations  of  the  ar- 
teries were  by  this  time  very  well  re-eftablilhed, 
and  it  was  hot  weather,  yet  Mr.  Janin  thought  it 
advifable  to  leave  his  little  patient  three  quarters  of 
an  hour  longer  under  the  afhes.  He  was  afterwards 
taken  out,  cleaned  and  drefled  as  ufual;  to  which 
a gentle  deep  fucceeded,  and  he  continued  per- 
fectly well. 

Mr.  Janin  mentions  likewife  an  example  of  a 
young  man  who  had  hanged  himfelf  through 
defpair,  to  whom  he  adminiftered  help  as  effectually 
as  in  the  preceding  cafe. 

Mr.  Glover,  furgeon  in  DoCtors  Commons, 
London,  relates  the  cafe  of  a perfon  who  was  re- 
ftored  to  life  after  twenty-nine  minutes  hanging, 
and  continued  in  good  health  for  many  years 
after. 

The  principal  means  ufed  to  reftore  this  man  to 
life  were,  opening  the  temporal  artery  and  the  ex- 
ternal jugular ; rubbing  the  back,  mouth,  and 
neck,  with  a quantity  of  volatile  fpirits  and  oil; 
adminiftering  the  tobacco  clyfler  by  means  of 
lighted  pipes,  and  ftrong  friCtipns  of  the  legs  and 
arms.  This  courfe  had  been  continued  for  about 
four  hours,  when  an  incifion  was  made  into  the 
wind-pipe,  and  air  blown  flrongly  through  a ca- 
nula  into  the  lungs.  About  twenty  minutes  after 
this*  the  blood  at  the  artery  began  to  run  down  the 
face,  and  a flow  pulfe  was  juft  perceptible  at  the 
wrift.  The  friClions  were  continued  for  forne  time 
longer;  his  pulfe  became  more  frequent,  and  his 
mouth  and  nofe  being  irritated  with  fpirit  of  fal 
ammoniac,  he  opened  his  eyes.  Warm  cordials 
were  then  adminiftered  to  him,  and  in  two  days  he 
was  fo  well  as  to  be  able  to  walk  eight  miles. 

Thefe  cafes  are  fufficient  to  fhew  what  may  be 
done  for  the  recovery  of  thofe  unhappy  perfons  wh* 
ftrangle  themfclves  in  a fit  of  defpair. 
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OF  PERSONS  WHO  EXPIRE  IN  CONVUL- 
SION FITS. 

Convulfion  fits  often  conftitute  the  laft  fcene  of 
acute  or  chronic  diforders.  When  this  is  the  cafe, 
there  can  remain  but  fmall  hopes  of  the  patient’s 
recovery  after  expiring  in  a fit.  But  when  a per- 
fon  who  appears  to  be  in  perfedt  health,  is  fud- 
denly  feized  with  a convulfion  fit,  and  feems  to 
expire,  fome  attempts  ought  always  to  be  made  to 
rcftore  him  to  life.  ‘Infants  are  moil  liable  to  con- 
vulfions,  and  are  often  carried  off  very  fuddenly 
by  one  or  more  fits  about  the  time  of  teething. 
There  are  many  well-authenticated  accounts  of  in- 
fants having  been  reflored  to  life,  after  they  had 
to  all  appearance  expired  in  convulfions;  but  we 
fhall  only  relate  the  following  inflance  mentioned 
by  Dr.  Johnfon  in  his  pamphlet  on  the  prafficabi- 
lity  of  recovering  perfons  vifi.bly  dead . 

In  the  parifh  of  St.  Clemens  in  Cohhefter>  a child 
of  fix  months  old,  lying  upon  its  mother’s  lap, 
having  had  the  breaft,  was  feized  with  a flrong 
convulfion  fit,  which  lafted  fo  long,  and  ended 
with  fo  total  a privation  of  motion  in  the  body, 
lungs,  and  pulfe,  that  it  was  deemed  abfolutely 
dead.  It  was  accordingly  (tripped,  laid  out,  the 
palling  bell  ordered  to  be  tolled,  and  a coffin  to 
be  made;  but  a neighbouring  gentlewoman  who 
ufed  to  admire  the  child,  hearing  of  its  1 4den 
death,  hastened  to  the  houfe,  and  upon  examining 
the  child  found  it  not  cold,  its  joints  limber,  and 
fancied  that  a glafs  fhe  held  to  its  mouth  and  nofe 
was  a little  damped  with  the  breath ; upon  which 
fhe  took  the  child  in  her  lap,  fat  down  before  the 
fire,  rubbed  it,  and  kept  it  in  gentle  agitation.  In 
a quarter  of  an  hour  (he  felt  the  heart  begin  to 

S f 3 beat 


63 o PERSONS  WHO  EXPIRE 

beat  faintly;  fhe  then  put  a little  of  the  mother's 
milk  into  its  mouth,  continued  to  rub  its  palms 
and  foies,  found  the  child  begin  to  move,  and  the 
milk  was  fwallowed;  and  in  another  quarter  of  an 
hour  fhe  had  the  fatisfaclion  of  reftoring  to  its  dif- 
confolate  mother  the  babe  quite  recovered,  eager 
to  lay  hold  of  the  bread,  and  able  to  fuck  again. 
The  child  throve,  had  no  more  fits,  is  grown  up, 
and  at  prefent  alive. 

Thefe  means,  which  are  certainly  in  the  power 
of  every  perfon,  were  fufficient  to  reftore  to  life  an 
infant  to  all  appearance  dead,  and  who,  in  all  pro- 
bability, but  for  the  ufb  of  thefe  fimple  endea- 
vours, would  have  remained  fo.  There  are  how- 
ever many  other  things  which  might  be  done  in 
cafe  the  above  fhould  not  fucceed;  as  rubbing  the 
body  with  ftrong  fpirics,  covering  it  with  warm 
allies  or  fait,  blowing  air  into  the  lungs,  throwing 
up  warm  Itimulating  clyfters,  or  the  fmoke  of  to- 
bacco, into  the  inteltines,  and  fuch  like. 

When  children  are  dead  born,  or  expire  foon 
after  the  birth,  the  fame  means  ought  to  be  ufed  for 
their  recovery,  as  if  they  had  expired  in  circum- 
ftances  fimilar  to  thofe  mentioned- above. 

Thtfe  directions  may  likewife  be  extended  to 
adults,  attention  being  always  paid  to  the  age  and 
other  circumftances  of  the  patient. 

The  foregoing  cafes  and  obfervations  afford  fuf- 
ricient  proof  of  the  fuccefs  which  may  attend  the 
endeavours  of  perfons  totally  ignorant  of  medicine, 
in  affixing  thofe  who  are  fuddenly  deprived  of  life 
by  any  accident  or  difeafe.  Many  fadls  of  a fimi- 
lar nature  might  be  adduced,  were  it  neceffary; 
but  thefe,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  fufficient  to  call  up 
the  attention  of  the  public,  and  to  excite  the  hu- 
mane and  benevolent  to  exert  their  utmofi:  endea- 
vours for  the  preservation  of  their  fellow-men. 
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\ the  fociety  for  the  recovery  of  drowned  'perfons  > in- 
ftituied  at  Amfterdam  in  the  year  17 67,  had  the 
fatisfa&ion  to  find  that  not  fewer  than  150  perfons 
in  the  fpace  of  four  years  had  been  faved  by  the 
means  pointed  out  by  them,  many  of  whom  owed 
their  prefervation  to  peafants  and  people  of  no  me- 
dical knowledge.  But  the  means  ufed  with  fo  much 
efficacy  in  recovering  drowned  perfons  are,  with 
equal  fuccefs,  applicable  to  a number  of  cafes 
where  the  powers  of  life  feem  in  reality  to  be  only 
fufpended,  and  to  remain  capable  of  renewing  all 
their  functions,  on  being  put  into  motion  again. 
It  is  ffiocking  to  refledt,  that  for  want  of  this  con- 
fideration  many  perfons  have  been  committed  to 
the  grave,  in  whom  the  principles  of  life  might 
have  been  revived. 

The  cafes  wherein  fuch  endeavours  are  moft  likely 
to  be  attended  with  fuccefs,  are  all  thofe  called 
fudden  deaths  from  an  invifible  caufe,  as  apo- 
plexies, hyfterics,  faintings,  and  many  other  dif- 
orders  wherein  perfons  in' a moment  fink  down  and 
expire.  The  various  cafualties  in  which  they  may 
be  tried  are,  fuffocations,  from  the  fulphureous 
damps  of  mines,  coal-pits,  &c.;  the  unwholeibme 
air  of  long  unopened  wells  or  caverns  $ the  noxious* 
vapours  arifing  from  fermenting  liquors;  the  fleams 
of  burning  charcoal ; fulphureous  mineral  acids ; 
arfenical  effluvia,  &c. 

The  various  accidents  of  drowning,  flrangling, 
and  apparent  deaths,  by  blows,  falls,  hunger,  chid, 
&c.  likewife  furnifh  opportunities  of  trying  fuch 
endeavours.  Thole  perhaps  who  to  appearance  are 
killed  by  lightning,  or  by  any  violent  agitation  of 
the  paffions,  as  fear,  joy,  furprife,  and  fuch  like, 
might  aifo  be  frequently,  recovered  by  the  ufe  of 
proper  means,  as  blowing  iirongly  into  their 
lungs,  &c. 
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The  means  to  be  ufed  for  the  recovery  of  per* 
fons  fuddenly  deprived  of  life  are  nearly  the  fame 
in  all  cafes-,  they  are  pra&icable  by  every  one  who 
happens  to  be  prelent  at  the  accident,  and  require 
no  great  expence,  and  lefs  fkilh  The  great  aim  is 
to  reflore  the  warmth  and  vital  motions.  This 
may  in  general  be  attempted  by  means  of  heat, 
fri&ions,  bleeding,  blowing  air  into  the  lungs,  ad- 
miniftering  dylers  and  generous  cordials.  Thefe 
moil  be  varied  according  to  circumlances.  Com- 
mon fenfe,  and  the  fituation  of  the  patient,  will 
fuggel  the  proper  manner  of  conducing  them. 
Above  all  we  would  recommend  ferfeverance* 
People  ought  never  to  defpair  on  account  of  dif- 
couraging  circumlances,  or  to  leave  off  their  en- 
deavours as  long  as  there  is  the  leal  hope  of  fuc- 
cefs.  Where  much  good  and  no  hurt  can  be  done, 
no  one  ought  to  grudge  his  labour. 

It  were  greatly  to  be  willed,  that  an  inlitution, 
fimilar  to  that  of  Amlerdam,  was  elahiifhed,  upon 
a more  extenfive  plan,  in  Great  Britain  i and 
that  a reward  was  allowed  to  every  one  who  fhould 
be  inlrumental  in  reloring  to  life  a perfon  feem- 
ingly  dead^.  Men  will- do  much  for  fame,  but 
ftill  more  for  money.  Should  no  profit,  however, 
be  annexed  to  thofe  benevolent  offices,  the  heart* 

* The  Author  is  happy  to  obferve,  that,  fince  the  firft  publi- 
cation of  this  work,  feveral  focieties  have  been  inftituted  in  Bri«» 
tain  with  the  fame  benevolent  intention  as  that  of  Amflerdam, 
and  that  their  endeavours  have  proved  no  lefs  fuccefsful.  He  is 
likewife  happy  to  obferve,  that  premiums  have  been  awarded 
to  thofe  who  have  been  aftive  in  their  endeavours  to  reftore  to 
life  perfor.s  who  had  been  drowned*  or  fuddenly  deprived  oflife 
by  any  accident.  How  much  is  this  fuperior  to  the  luperftitious 
inrtitution,  which  allows  any  mao  a premium  who  brings  a dead 
perfon  our  of  the  water,  fo  that  he  may  receive  Chriftian  burial ; 
but  allows  nothing  to  the  perfon  who  brings  him  out  alive,  or 
who  recovers  him  after  he  has  been  to  all  appearance  dead. 
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felt  pleafure  which  a good  man  mud  enjoy,  on  re- 
flecting that  he  has  been  the  happy  inftrument  of 
faving  one  of  his  fellow-creatures  from  an  untimply 
grave,  is  itleif  a fufRcient  reward. 


C H A P.  LV. 

CAUTIONS  CONCERNING  COLD 
BATHING;  AND  DRINKING 
THE  MINERAL  W ATERS. 

A S it  is  now  fafhionahle  for  perfons  of  all  ranks 
to  plunge  into  the  fea,  and  drink  the  mineral 
waters,  1 was  defirous  of  rendering  this  work  (till 
more  extenfively  ufeful,  by  the  addition  of  fome 
practical  remarks  on  thefe  active  and  ufeful  medi- 
cines. f inding  it  impoilible  to  bring  thefe  ob- 
fervations  within  fo  narrow  a compafs  as  not  to 
fwell  the  book,  already  too  large,  into  an  enor- 
mous fize,  I refolved  to  confine  myfelf  to  a few 
hints  or  cautions;  which  may  be  of  ferviee  to  per- 
fons who  bathe,  or  drink  the  mineral  waters,  with- 
out being  able  to  put  themfelves  under  the  care  of 
a phyfinan. 

No  part  of  the  practice  of  medicine  is  of  greater 
importance,  or  merits  more  the  attention  of  the 
phyfician,  as  many  lives  are  loft,  and  numbers 
ruin  their  health,  by  cold  bathing,  and  an  impru- 
dent ufe  of  the  mineral  waters.  On  fome  future 
occahon  I may  probably  refume  this  fubjeCt,  as  I 
know  not  any  work  that  contains  a fufficient  num- 
ber of  practical  obfervations  to  regulate  the  pa- 
tient's conduCl  in  the  ufe  of  thefe  aCtyve  and  im- 
portant medicines. 
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We  have  indeed  many  books  on  the  mineral 
Waters,  and  fome  of  them  are  written  with  much 
ingenuity ; but  they  are  chiefly  employed  in  afcer- 
taining  the  contents  of  the  waters  by  chymical  ana- 
lyfis. This  no  doubt  has  its  ufe,  but  it  is  by  no 
means  of  fuch  importance  as  fome  may  imagine, 
A man  may  know  the  chymical  analyfis  of  all  the 
articles  in  the  materia  medica , without  being  able 
properly  to  apply  any  one  of  them  in  the  cure  of 
difeafes.  One  page  of  practical  obfervations  is 
worth  a whole  volume  of  chymical  analyfis.  But 
where  are  fuch  obfervations  to  be  met  with?  Few 
phyficians  are  in  a fituation  to  make  them,  and 
fewer  (till  are  qualified  for  fuch  a tafk-  It  can 
only  be  accomplifhed  by  pradlitioners  who  refide  at 
the  fountains,  and  who  poffeffing  minds  fuperior 
to  local  prejudices,  are  capable  of  diftinguifhing 
difeafes  with  accuracy,  and  of  forming  a found 
judgment  refpe&ing  the  genuine  effects  of  medi- 
cines. 

Without  a proper  difcrimination  with  regard  to 
the  difeafe  and  the  conftitution  of  the  patient,  the 
mofl  powerful  medicine  is  more  likely  to  do  harm 
than  good.  Every  one  knows  that  the  fame  phy- 
fician  who,  by  cold  bathing,  cured  Auguftus,  by 
an  imprudent  ufe  of  the  fame  medicine  killed  his 
heir.  This  induced  the  Roman  fenate  to  make 
laws  for  regulating  the  baths,  and  preventing  the 
numerous  evils  which  arofe  from  an  imprudent  and 
promifcuous  ufe  of  thofe  elegant  and  fafhionable 
pieces  of  luxury.  But  as  no  fuch  laws  exift  in  this 
country,  every  one  does  that  which  is  right  in  his 
own  eyesy  and  of  courfe  many  mult  do  wrong. 

People  are  apt  to  imagine  that  the  fimple  ele- 
ment of  water  can  do  no  hurt,  and  that  they  may 
plunge  into  it  at  any  time  vyith  impunity.  In  this, 
however,  they  are  much  miftaken.  I have  known 
apoplexies  occafioned  by  going  into  the  cold  bath, 

fevers 


DRINKING  MINERAL  WATERS.  635 

fevers  excited  by  (laying  too  long  in  it,  aqd  other 
maladie ; fo  much  aggravated  by  1C3  continued  ufe, 
that  they  could  never  be  wholly  eradicated.  Nor 
are  examples  wanting,  either  in  ancient  or  modern 
times,  of  the  baneful  confequences  which  have 
arifen  alfo  from  an  injudicious  application  of  the 
warm  bath;  but  as  warm  baths  are  not  fo  common 
in  this  country,  and  are  feldom  ufed  but  under  the 
direction  of  a phyfician,  I (hall  not  enlarge  on 
that  part  of  the  fubjedt. 

Immerfion  in  cold  water  is  a cuftom  which  lays 
claim  to  the  mod  remote  antiquity : indeed  it  mud 
have  been  coeval  with  man  himfelf.  The  neceflity 
of  water  for  the  purpofe  of  cleanlinefs,  and  the 
pleafure  arifing  from  its  application  to  the  body  in 
hot  countries,  mud  very  early  have  recommended 
it  to  the  human  fpecies.  Even  the  example  of 
other  animals  was  fufficient  to  give  the  hint  to 
man.  , By  inftinCt  many  of  them  are  led  to  apply 
cold  water  in  this  manner;  and  fome,  when  de- 
prived of  its  ufe,  have  been  known  to  languifh, 
and  even  to  die.  But  whether  the  praftice  of  cold 
bathing  arofe  from  neceflity,  reafoning,  or  imita- 
tion, is  an  inquiry  of  no  importance;  our  bufinefs 
is  to  point  out  the  advantages  which  may  be  de- 
rived from  it,  and  to  guard  people  againd  an  im- 
proper ufe  of  it. 

The  cold  bath  recommends  itfelf  in  a variety  of 
cafes,  and  is  peculiarly  beneficial  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  populous  cities,  who  indulge  in  idlenefs, 
and  lead.fedentary  lives.  In  perfons  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  the  action  of  the  folids  is  always  too  weak, 
which  induces  a languid  circulation,  a crude  indi- 
gefted  mafs  of  humours.,  and  obdrudlions  in  the 
capillary  veffcls  and  glandular  fyftem.  Cold  wa- 
ter, from  its  gravity  as  well  as  its  tonic  power,  is 
well  calculated  either  to  obviate  or  remove  thefe 
fymptonas.  It  accelerates  the  motion  of  the  blood, 
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promotes  the  different  fecretions,  and  gives  per- 
manent  vigour  to  the  folids.  But  all  thefe  im- 
portant purpofes  will  be  more  effentially  anfwered 
by  the  application  of  fait  water . This  ought  not 
t>nly  to  be  preferred  on  account  of  its  fuperior 
gravity,  but  likewife  for  its  greater  power  of  fti- 
mulating  the  fkin,  which  promotes  the  perfora- 
tion, and  prevents  the  patient  from  catching 
cold. 

It  is  neceffary,  however,  to  obferve,  that  cold 
bathing  is  more  likely  to  prevent,  than  to  remove 
obftru&ions  of  the  glandular  or  lymphatic  fyftem. 
Indeed,  when  thefe  have  arrived  at  a certain  pitch, 
they  are  not  to  be  removed  by  any  means.  In  this 
cafe  the  cold  bath  will  only  aggravate  the  fymp- 
toms,  and  hurry  the  unhappy  patient  into  an  un- 
timely grave.  It  is  therefore  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance, previous  to  the  patient’s  entering  upon 
the  ufe  of  the  cold  bath,  to  determine  whether  or 
not  he  labours  under  any  obflinate  obftrudtions  of 
the  lungs  or  other  vifeera  \ and  where  this  is  the 
cafe,  cold  bathing  ought  ftri&ly  to  be  prohi- 
bited*1. 

In  what  is  called  a plethoric  ffate,  or  too  great 
a fulnefs  of  the  body,  it  is  likewife  dangerous  to 
ufe  the  cold  bath,  without  due  preparation.  In 
this  cafe  there  is  great  danger  of  burning  a blood- 
veffel,  or  occafioning  an  inflammation  of  the  brain, 
or  fome  of  the  vifeera . This  precaution  is  the 

* The  late  celebrated  Dr.  Smollet  has  indeed  faid,  that  if  he 
were  perfuaded  he  had  an  ulcer  in  the  lungs,  he  would  jump 
into  the  cold  bath  : but  here  the  Doctor  evidently  fhews  more 
courage  than  diicretion  ; and  that  he  was  more  a man  of  wit 
than  a phyfician,  every  one  will  allow.  A nervous  afthma,  or  an 
atrophy,  may  be  miftaken  for  a pulmonary  confumption  ; yet,  in 
the  two  former,  the  cold  bath  proves  often  beneficial,  though  I 
never  knew  it  fo  in  the  latter.  Indeed,  all  the  phthifical  pa- 
tients I ever  fa>v,  who  had  tried  the  cold  bath,  were  evidently 
hurt  by  it. 
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more  neceffary  to  citizens,  as  moil  of  them  live 
full,  and  are  of  a grofs  habit.  Yet,  what  is  very 
remarkable,  thefe  people  refort  in  crowds  every 
fealon  to  the  fea-Bde,  and  plunge  in  the  water 
without  the  leaft  conilderation.  No  doubt  they 
often  efcape  with  impunity,  but  does  this  give  a 
fandion  to  the  pradice  ? Perfons  of  this  deferip- 
tion  ought  by  no  means  to  bathe,  unlefs  the  body 
has  been  previoufly  prepared  by  fuitable  evacua- 
tions. 

Another  clafs  of  patients,  who  Hand  peculiarly 
in  need  of  the  bracipg  qualities  of  cold  water,  ia 
the  nervous.  This  includes  a great  number  of  the 
male,  and  almoft  all  the  female  inhabitants  of 
great  cities.  Yet  even  thofe  perfons  ought  to  be 
cautious  in  ufing  the  cold  bath.  Nervous  people 
have  often  weak  bowels,  and  may,  as  well  as  others* 
be  fubjed  to  congeftions  and  obllrudions  of  the 
•vijeera j and  in  this  cafe  they  will  not  be  able  to 
bear  the  effeds  of  the  cold  water.  For  them,  there- 
fore, and  indeed  for  all  delicate  people,  the  befl 
plan  would  be  to  accuftom  themfelves  to  it  by  the 
moft  pleafmg  and  gentle  degrees.  They  ought  to 
begin  with  the  temperate  bath,  and  gradually  ufe 
it  cooler,  till  at  length  the  coldeft  proves  quite 
agreeable.  Nature  revolts  againft  all  great  tran- 
fitions;  and  thofe  who  do  violence  to  her  didates* 
have  often  caufe  to  repent'of  their  temerity. 

Wherever  cold  bathing  is  pradifed,  there  ought 
likewife  to  be  tepid  baths  for  the  purpofe  mentioned 
above.  Indeed  it  is  the  pradice  of  fome  countries 
to  throw  cold  water  over  the  patient  as  foon  as  he 
comes  out  of  the  warm  baths  but  though  this  may 
not  injure  a Ruffian  peafant,  we  dare  not  recom- 
mend it  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  country.  The 
ancient  Greeks  and  Romans,  we  are  told,  when 
covered  with  fweat  and  dull,  ufed  to  plunge  into 
rivers*  without  receiving  the  fmalieft  injury. 

4 Though 
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Though  they  might  often  efcape  danger  from  this 
imprudent  condudt,  yet  it  was  certainly  contrary 
to  found  reafon.  I have  known  many  robuft  men 
throw  away  their  lives  by  fuch  an  attempt.  We 
would  not  however  advife  patients  to  go  into  the 
cold  water  when  the  body  is  chilly ; as  much  exer- 
cife,  at  lead,  ought  to  be  taken,  as  may  excite  a 
gentle  glow  all  over  the  body,  but  by  no  means  fo 
as  to  overheat  it. 

To  young  people,  and  particularly  to  children, 
cold  bathing  is  of  the  laft  importance.  Their  lax 
fibres  render  its  tonic  powers  peculiarly  proper. 
It  promotes  their  growth,  increafes  their  ftrength*, 
and  prevents  a variety  of  difeafes  incident  to  child- 
hood. Were  infants  early  accuftomed  to  the  cold 
bath,  it  would  feldom  difagree  with  them-,  and  we 
fhould  fee  fewer  inftances  of  the  fcrofula,  rickets, 
and  other  difeafes,  which  prove  fatal  to  many,  and 
make  others  miferable  for  life.  Sometimes,  in- 
deed, thefe  dilorders  render  infants  incapable  of 
bearing  the  fbock  of  cold  water;  but  this  is  owing 
£o  their  not  having  been  early  and  regularly  ac- 
cyftomed  to  it.  It  is  however  neceflary  here  to 
caution  young  men  againft  too  frequent  bathing; 
as  I have  known  many  fatal  confequences  refult 
from  the  daily  practice  of  plunging  into  rivers, 
and  continuing  there  too  long. 

The  mod:  proper  time  of  the  day  for  ufing  the 
cold  bath  is  no  doubt  the  morning,  or  at  lead  be- 
fore dinner;  and  the  belt  mode,  that  of  quick  im- 
merfion.  As  cold  bathing  has  a conftant  tendency 

* The  celebrated  phyftcian  Galen  fays,  that  immer/ion  in  cold 
water  is  fix  only  for  the  young  cf  lions  and  bears  ; and  recom- 
mends warm  bathing,  as  conducive  to  the,  growth  and  ftrength 
cf  infants.  How  egregsoufty  do  the  greateft  men  err  whenever 
they  iofe  fight  of  fads,  and  fubftitute  reafcning  in  phyfic  in  place 
of  observation  and  experience  l 
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to  propel  the  blood  and  other  humours  towards  the 
head,  it  ought  to  be  a rule  always  to  wet  that  part 
as  foon  as  poflible.  By  due  attention  to  this  cir- 
cumftance,  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  vio- 
lent head ~ach$,  and  other  complaints,  which  fre- 
quently proceed  from  cold  bathing,  might  be  ofteo 
prevented. 

The  cold  bath,  when  too  long  continued  in,  not 
only  occafions  an  exceffive  flux  of  humours  towards 
the  head,  but  chills  the  blood,  cramps  the  mufcles, 
relaxes  the  nerves,  and  wholly  defeats  the  inten- 
tion of  bathing.  Hence,  by  not  adverting  to  this 
circum  fiance,  expert  fwimmers  are  often  injured, 
and  fometimes  even  lofe  their  lives.  All  the  be- 
neficial purpofes  of  cold  bathing  are  anfwered  by 
one  immerfion  at  a time;  and  the  patient  ought 
to  be  rubbed  dry  the  moment  he  comes  out  of  the 
water,  and  fhould  continue  to  take  exercife  for 
fome  time  after. 

When  cold  bathing  occafions  chilnefs,  lofs  of 
appetite,  iiftleffnefs,  pain  of  the  bread  or  bowels,  a 
proftration  of  drength,  or  violent  head-achs,  it 
ought  to  be  difeontinued. 

Though  thefe  hints  are  by  no  means  intended  to 
point  out  all  the  cafes  where  cold  bathing  may 
be  hurtful,  nor  to  illuftrate  its  extenfive  utility 
as  a medicine;  yet  it  is  hoped  they  may  ferve  to 
guard  people  againd  fome  of  thole  errors  into 
which,  from  mere  inattention,  they  are  apt  to  fall, 
and  thereby  not  only  endanger  their  own  lives,  but 
bring  an  excellent  medicine  into  difrepute. 

Of  drinking  the  Mineral  Waters . 

The  internal  ufe  of  water,  as  a medicine,  is  no 
lefs  an  object  of  the  phyfician’s  attention  than  the 
external.  Pure  elementary  water  is  indeed  the  mod 

inoffenfive 


640  ON  COLD  BATHING,  AND 

inoffenfive  of  all  liquors,  and  conftitutes  a princi- 
pal pare  of  the  food  of  every  animal.  But  this 
element  is  often  impregnated  with  fuhdances  of  a 
very  a&ive  and  penetrating  nature;  and  of  fuch  an 
infidious  quality,  that,  while  they  promote  certain 
fecretions,  and  even  alleviate  ibme  difagreeable 
fymptoms,  they  weaken  the  powers  of  life,  under- 
mine the  conditution,  and  lay  the  foundation  of 
worfe  difeafes  than  thofe  which  they  were  employed 
to  remove.  Of  this  every  pra&itioner  mud  have 
feen  indances;  and  phyficians  of  eminence  have 
more  than  once  declared  that  they  have  known  more 
difeafes  occafioned  than  removed  by  the  ufe  of  mi- 
neral waters.  This  doubtlefs  has  proceeded  from 
the  abufe  of  thefe  powerful  medicines,  which  evinces 
the  neceflicy  of  ufing  them  with  caution. 

By  examining  the  contents  of  the  mineral  wa- 
ters which  are  mod  ufed  in  this  country,  we  fh all 
be  enabled  to  form  an  idea  of  the  danger  which 
may  arife  from  an  improper  application  of  them 
either  externally  or  internally;  though  it  is  to  the 
latter  of  thefe  that  the  prefen t obfervations  are 
chiefly  confined. 

The  waters  mod  in  ufe  for  medical  purpofes  in 
Britain,  are  thofe  impregnated  with  falts,  fulphur, 
iron,  and  mephitic  air,  either  feparately,  or  vari- 
oufly  combined.  Of  thefe  the  mod  powerful  is 
the  faline  fulphureous  water  of  Harrowgate,  of 
which  I have  had  more  occafion  to  obferve  the 
pernicious  confluences,  when  improperly  ufed, 
than  of  any  other.  To  this,  therefore,  the  follow- 
ing remarks  will  more  immediately  relate,  though 
they  will  be  found  applicable  to  all  the  purging 
waters  in  the  kingdom  which  are  drong  enough  to 
merit  attention*. 

■r  The 

* The  greateft  clafs  of  mineral  waters  in  this  country  is  the 
chalybeate.  In  many  parts  of  Britain  thefe  are  to  be  found  in 
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The  errors  which  fo  often  defeat  the  intention  of 
drinking  the  purgative  mineral  waters,  and  which 
fo  frequently  prove  injurious  to  the  patient,  pro- 
ceed from  the  manner  of  ufing  them,  the  quantity 
taken,  the  regimen  purfued,  or  ufing  them  in  cafes 
where  they  are  not  proper. 

A very  hurtful  prejudice  dill  prevails  in  this 
country,  that  all  difeafes  mud  be  cured  by  medi- 
cines taken  into  the  domach,  and  that  the  more 
violently  thefe  medicines  operate,  they  are  the 
more  likely  to  have  the  defired  effedh  This  opi- 
nion has  proved  fatal  to  thoufands,  and  will,  in  all 
probability,  dedroy  many  more  before  it  can  be 
wholly  eradicated.  Purging  is  often  ufeful  in  acute 
difeafes,  and  in  chronical  cafes  may  pave  the  way 
for  the  operation  of  other  medicines ; but  it  will 
feldom  perform  a cure;  and  by  exhauding  the 
drength  of  the  patient,  will  often  leave  him  in  a 
worfe  condition  than  it  found  him.  That  this  is 
frequently  the  cafe  with  regard  to  the  more  a<dive 
mineral  waters,  every  perlon  converfant  in  thefe 
matters  will  readily  allow. 

Strong  dimulants  applied  to  the  domach  and 
bowels  for  a length  of  time,  mud  tend  to  weaken 
and  dedroy  their  energy;  and  what  dimulants  are 
more  a&ive  than  fait  and  fulphur,  efpecially  when 
thefe  fubdances  are  intimately  combined,  and  car- 
ried through  the  fydem  by  the  penetrating  me- 

almoft  every  field;  but  thofe  chiefly  in  ufe,  for  medical  purpofes, 
are  the  purging  chalybeates,  as  the  waters  of  Scarborough, 
Cheltenham,  Thorp  Arch,  Nevii  Holt,  &c.  Of  thofe  which  do 
not  purge,  the  waters  of  Tunbridge  (land  in  the  highefl:  repute. 
The  faline  purging  waters,  as  thofe  of  Adi on,  Epfom,  Kii- 
burn,  &c.  are  alfo  in  very  general  efleem ; but  the  fountains 
moft  frequented  by  the  fick  in  this  country,  are  thofe  to  which 
the  minerals  impart  a certain  degree  of  heat,  as  Bath,  Briflol, 
Buxton,  &c. 
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dium  of  water?  Thofe  bowels  mull  be  ftrong  in- 
deed, which  can  withftand  the  daily  operation  of 
fuch  a&ive  principles  for  months  together,  and  not 
be  injured.  This  however  is  the  plan  purfued  by 
molt  of  thofe  who  drink  the  purging  mineral  wa- 
ters, and  whofe  circumftances  will  permit  them  to 
continue  long  enough  at  thofe  fafhionable  places 
of  refort. 

Many  people  imagine  that  every  thing  depends 
on  the  quantity  of  water  taken,  and  that  the  more 
they  drink  they  will  the  fooner  get  well.  This  is 
an  egregious  errors  for,  while  the  unhappy  pa- 
tient thinks  he  is  by  this  means  eradicating  his 
diforder,  he  is  often  in  fa£l  undermining  the  powers 
of  life,  and  ruining  his  conflitution.  Indeed  no- 
thing can  do  this  lb  effectually  as  weakening  the 
powers  of  digeltion  by  the  improper  application  of 
ftrong  ftimulants.  The  very  effence  of  health  de- 
pends on  the  digeftive  organs  performing  their  due 
functions,  and  the  mod:  tedious  maladies  are  all 
con nedted  with  indigeftion. 

Drinking  the  water  in  too  great  quantity,  not 
only  injures  the  bowels  and  occafions  indigeftion, 
but  generally  defeats  the  intention  for  which  it  is 
taken.  The  difeafes  for  the  cure  of  which  mineral 
waters  are  chiefly  celebrated,  are  moftiy  of  the 
chronic  kind;  and  it  is  well  known  that  fuch  dif- 
eafes can  only  be  cured  by  the  flow  operation  of 
alteratives,  or  fuch  medicines  as  adt  by  inducing  a 
gradual  change  in  the  habit.  This  requires  length 
of  time,  and  never  can  be  effected  by  medicines 
which  run  off  by  (tool,  and  operate  chiefly  on  the 
firft  paffages. 

Thofe  who  wifli  for  the  cure  of  any  obflinate 
malady  from  the  mineral  waters,  ought  to  take 
them  in  fuch  a manner  as  hardly  to  produce  any 
effect  whatever  on  the  bowels.  With  this  view  a 

half- 
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half-pint  glafs  may  be  drank  at  bed-time*,  and  the 
fame  quantity  an  hour  before  breakfaft,  dinner, 
and  fupper.  The  dofe4  however,  muft  vary  ac- 
cording to  circumftances.  Even  the  quantity  men- 
tioned above  will  purge  fome  perfans,  while  others 
will  drink  twice  as  much  without  being  in  the  lead 
moved  by  it.  Its  operation  on  the  bowels  is  the 
only  ftandard  for  ufing  the  water  as  an  alterative. 
No  more  ought  to  be  taken  than  barely  to  move 
the  body;  nor  is  it  always  neceftary  to  carry  it  this 
length,  provided  the. water  goes  off  by  the  other 
errmndories,  and  does  not  oceafidn  a chilnefs,  or 
flatulency  in  the  ftomach  or  bowels.  When  the 
water  is  intended  to  purge,  the/Juantity  mentioned 
above  may  be  all  jtaken  before  breakfaft. 

I would  not  only  caution  patients  who  drink  the 
purging  mineral  waters  over  night  to  avoid  heavy 
fuppers,  but  alfo  from  eating  heavy  meals  at  any 
time.  The  ftimulus  of  water,  impregnated  with 
falts,  feerms  to  create  a falfe  appetite.  I have  feen 
a delicate  perfon,  after  drinking  the  Harrowgate 
waters  of  a morning,  eat  a breakfaft:  fufficient  to 
have  fervecl  two  ploughmen,  devour  a plentiful 
dinner  of  flefh  and  fifn,  and,  to  crown  all,  eat  fuch 
a fupper  as  might  have  fatisfied  a hungry  porter. 
All  this,  indeed,  the  ftomach  feemed  to  crave;  but 
this  craving  had.  better  remain  not  quite  fatisfied, 
than  that  the  ftomach  fhould  be  loaded  with  what 
exceeds  its  powers.  To  ftarve  patients  was  never 
my  plan;  but  I am  clearly  of  opinion,  that,  in  the 

* When  I fpeak  of  drinking  a glafs  of  the  water  over-night, 
I muit  beg  leave  to  caution  thofe  who  follow  this  plan  againlt 
eating  heavy  fuppers.  The  late  Dr.  Daulcry  of  York,  who  was 
the  firft  that  brought  the  Harrowgate  waters  into  repute*  ufed 
to  advife  his  patients  to  drink  a glafs  before  they  went  to  bed; 
the  confequence  of  which  was,  that  having  eat  a flefh  fupper, 
and  the  water  operating  in  the  night,  they  were  often  tormented 
with  gripes,  and  obl-iged  to  cajl  fof  medical  afliftance, 
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ufe  of  all  the  purging  mineral  waters,  a light  and 
rather  diluting  diet  is  the  mod  proper;  and  that  no 
perfon,  during  fuch  a courfe,  ought  to  eat  to  the 
full  extent  to  what  his  appetite  craves. 

To  promote  the  operation  of  mineral  waters, 
and  to  carry  them  through  the  fydem,  exercife  is 
indifpcnfably  neceffary.  This  may  be  taken  in  any 
manner  that  is  mod  agreeable  to  the  patient;  but 
he  ought  never  to  carry  it  to  excefs.  The  bed 
kinds  of  exercife  are  thofe  connedted  with  amufe- 
raent.  Every  thing  that  tends  to  exhilarate  the 
fpirics,  not  only  promotes  the  operation  of  the  wa- 
ters, but  a£ts  as  a medicine.  All  who  refort  to 
the  mineral  waters  ought  therefore  to  leave  every 
care  behind,  to  mix  with  the  company,  and  to 
make  themfelves  as  cheerful  and  happy  as  podible. 
From  this  conduct,  affided  by  the  free  and  whole- 
fome  air  of  thofe  fafhionable  places  of  refort,  and 
alfo  the  regular  and  early  hours  which  are  ufually 
kept,  the  patient  often  receives  more  benefit  than 
from  ufmg  the  waters. 

But  the  greated  errors  in  drinking  the  purging 
mineral  waters  arife  from  their  being  ufed  in  cafes 
where  they  are  abfolutdy  improper,  and  adverfe  to 
the  nature  of  the  difeafe.  When  people  hear  of  a 
wonderful  cure  having  been  performed  by  fome 
mineral  water,  they  immediately  conclude  that  it 
will  cure  every  thing,  and  accordingly  fwallow  it 
down,  when  they  might  as  well  take  poifon.  Pa- 
tients ought  to  be  well  informed,  before  they  be- 
gin to  drink  the  more  aflive  kinds  of  mineral  wa- 
ters, of  the  propriety  of  the  courfe,  and  fhould 
never  perfid  in  ufing  them  when  they  are  found  to 
'aggravate  the  diforder. 

In  all  cafes  where  purging  is  indicated,  the  faline 
mineral  waters  will  be  found  to  fulfil  this  intention 
better  than  any  other  -medicine.  Their  operation,  if 
i * taken 
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taken  in  proper  quantity,  is  generally  mild;  and 
they  are  neither  found  to  irritate  the  nerves,  nor 
debilitate  the  patient  fo  much  as  the  other  purga- 
tives. 

As  a purgative,  thefe  waters  are  chiefly  recom- 
mended in  difeafes  of  the  fird  paflfages,  accompa- 
nied with,  or  proceeding  from,  inactivity  of  the 
flomach  and  bowels,  acidity,  indigedion,  vitiated 
bile,  worms,  putrid  fordes,  the  piles,  and  jaun- 
dice. In  mod  cafes  of  this  kind  they  are  the  bed 
medicines  that  can  be  adminidered.  But  when 
ufed  with  this  view,  it  is  fuflicient  to  take  them 
Twice,  or  at  mod  three  times  a-week,  fo  as  to 
move  the  body  three  or  four  times;  and  it  will  be 
proper  to  continue  this  courfe  for  fome  weeks. 

But  the  operation  of  the  more  adtive  mineral  wa- 
ters is  not  confined  to  the  bowels.  They  often 
promote  the  difcharge  of  urine,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  increafe  the  perfpiration.  This  fhews  that 
they  are  capable  of  penetrating  into  every  part  of 
the  body,  and  of  Simulating  the  whole  fydem. 
Hence  arifes  their  efficacy  in  removing  the  mod 
obdinate  of  all  diforders,  oBJlruttions  of  the  glandu- 
lar and  lymphatic  Jyftem . Under  this  clafs  is  com- 
prehended the  fcrofula  or  King's  evil , indolent  tu- 
mours, obdru&ions  of  the  liver,  fpleen,  kidnies, 
and  mefenteric  glands.  When  thefe  great  pur- 
pofes  are  to  be  effedted,  the  waters  mud  be  ufed  in 
the  gradual  manner  mentioned  above,  and  perfided 
in  for  a length  of  time.  It  will  be  proper  however 
now  and  then  to  difcontinue  their  ufe  for  a few  days. 

The  next  great  clafs  of  difeafes  where  mineral 
waters  are  found  to  be  beneficial,  are  thofe  of  the 
fkin,  as  the  itch,  fcab,  tetters,  ringworms,  fcaly 
eruptions,  leprofies,  blotches,  foul  ulcers,  <&c. 
Though  thefe  rpay  feem  fuperficial,  yet  they  are 
often  tne  mod  obdinate  which  the  phyfician  has  to 
encounter,  and  not  unfrequently  fee  his  (kill  at 

T t 3 defiance: 


646  ON  COLD  BATHING,  Gf*. 

defiance:  but  they  will  fornetimes  yield  to  the  ap- 
plication of  mineral  waters  for  a fufficient  length 
of  time,  and  in  moft  cafes  of  this  kind  thefe  wa- 
ters deftrve  a trial.  , The  faiine  fulphureous  wa- 
ters, fuch  as  thofe  of  Moffat  in  Scotland,  and  Har- 
rowgate  in  England,  are  the  mod  likely  to  fucceed 
in  difeafes  of  the  fkin,  but  for  this  purpofe  it  will 
be  neceffary  not  only  to  drink  the  waters,  but  like- 
wise to  ufe  them  externally. 

To  enumerate  more  particularly  the  qualities  of 
the  different  mineral  waters,  to  ipecify  thole  dif- 
eafes in  which  they  are  refpedtively  indicated,  and 
to  point  out  their  proper  modes  of  application, 
would  be  an  ufeful,  and  by  no  means  a difagree- 
able  employment;  but  as  the  limits  prefcrib’cd  to 
thefe  remarks  will  not  allow  me  to  treat  the 
fubjedt  at  more  length,  I fhall  conclude  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  whenever  the  mineral  waters  are 
found  to  ex  hand  the  ftrength,  deprefs  the  fpirits* 
take  away  the  appetite,  excite  fevers,  diftend  the 
bowels,  or  occasion  a cough,  they  ought  to  be 
difeontmued. 

Thefe  Cautions  having  been  printed  and  fold  feparately 
for  the  accommodation  of  thofe  who  had  purchafed  the  former 
editions  br  this  book,  has  induced  feme  perfons  to  confider  them 
as  a Treatife  on  fea-bathing  and  drinking  the  mineral  wafers; 
whereas  the  aulhor’s  foie  intention  was  to  fuinifh  a few  general 
hints  to  perfons  who  frequent  thofe  fafhionable  places  of  refort, 
without  putting  thenifeives  under  the  care  of  a phyfician.  As 
he  looks  upon  this  fubjedl  however  to  be  of  the  greateft  impor- 
tance to  the  fick,  he  pledges  himfvlf  to  treat  it  at  more  length 
cn  a future  occasion* 
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APPENDIX: 

CONTAINING 

A Lift  of  Simples  and  of  fuch  Medicinal  Pre- 
parations as  ought  to  be  kept  in  Readinefs 
for  private  Practice : 

The  Method  of  preparing  and  compounding 
fuch  Medicines  as  are  recommended  in  the 
former  Part  of  the  Book,  with  the  Addition 
of  feveral  others  of  a fimilar  Nature : 

Remarks  on  the  Doles,  Ufes,  and  Manner  of 
applying  the  different  Preparations. 

Medlcameniarum  varietas  ignorant! a Jill  a eft , Bacon. 
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IGnorance  and  fuperftition  have  attributed  extraordinary 
medical  virtues  to  almoft  every  production  of  nature. 
That  fuch  virtues  were  often  imaginary,  time  and  expe- 
rience have  fufficiently  fhewn.  Phyheians,  however,  from 
a veneration  for  antiquity,  ffcill  retain  in  their  lifts  of  medi- 
cine many  things  which  owe  their  reputation  entirely  to  the 
fuperftition  and  credulity  of  our  anceftors. 

The  inftruments  of  medicine  will  always  be  multiplied,  in 
proportion  to  men’s  ignorance  of  the  nature  and  caufe  of 
difeafes:  when  thefekare  fufficiently  underftood,  the  method 
of  cure  will  be  fimple  and  obvious. 

Ignorance  of  the  real  nature  and  permanent  properties  of 
thofe  fubftances  employed  in  the  cure  of  difeafes,  is  another 
reafon  why  they  have  been  fo  greatly  multiplied.  PhyficianS 
thought  they  could  effect  by  a number  of  ingredients,  what 
could  not  be  done  by  any  one  of  them.  Hence  arofe  thofe 
amazing  farragos  which  have  fo  long  difgraced  the  medical 
art,  and  which  were  efteemed  powerful  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  ftmples  that  entered  their  compofition. 

The  great  variety  of  forms  into  which  almoft  every  ar- 
ticle of  medjcine  has  been  'manufactured,  affords  another 
proof  of  the  imperfection  of  th£  medical  art.  A drug  which 
is  perhaps  inoft  efficacious  in  the  ftmpleft  form  in  which  it 
can  be  adminiftered,  has  been  neverthelefs  ferved  up  in  fo 
many  different  lhapes,  that  one  would  be  induced  to  think 
the  whole  art  of  phyfic  lay  in  exhibiting  medicine  under  as 
many  different  modes  as  poffible. 

Different  forms  of  medicine,  no  doubt,  have  their  ufe; 
but  they  ought  never  to  be  wantonly  increafed.  They  are 
by  no  means  fo  neceffary  as  is  generally  imagined.  A few 
grains  of  powdered  rhubarb,  jalap,  or  ipecacuanha,  will 
actually  perform  all  that  can  be  done  by  the  different  prepa- 
rations of  thefe  roots,  and  may  alfo  be  exhibited  in  as  fafe 
and  agreeable  a manner.  The  fame  obfervation  hplds  with 
regard  to  the  Peruvian  bark,  and  many  other  ftmples  of 
y/hich  the  preparations  are  very  numerous. 

Muld- 
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Multiplying  the  ingredients  of  a medicine,  not  only 
renders  it  more  expenfive,  but  alfo  leis  certain,  both  in  its 
dofe  and  operation.  Nor  is  this  all  The  compound,  when 
kept,  is  apt  to  fpoil,  or  acquire  qualities  of  a different  na- 
ture. When  a medicine  is  rendered  morefafe,  efficacious,  or 
agreeable,  by  the  addition  of  another,  they  ought,  no  doubt, 
to  be  joined  , in  all  other  cafes,  they  are  better  kept  afunder. 
The  combination  of  medicines  embarrades  the  phyfician, 
and  retards- the  pjogrefs  of  medical  knowledge.  It  is  impof- 
fiblc  to  afeertain  the  precife  effedf  of  any  one  medicine,  as 
long  as  it  is  combined  with  others,  either  of  a fimilar  or  dif- 
fimilar  nature. 

In  the  exhibition  of  medicine,  regard  fhould  not  only  be 
had  to  fimplicity,  but  likewife  to  elegance.  Patients  feldom 
reap  much  benefit  from  things  that  are  highly  difagreeable 
to  their  fenfes.  To  tade  or  fmell  like  a drug,  is  become  a 
proverb;  and  to  fay  truth,  there  is  too  much  ground  for  it. 
Indeed  no  art  can  take  away  the  difagreeable  tade  and  fla- 
vour of  fome  drugs,  without  entirely  dedroying  their  effi- 
cacy: it  is  poffible,  however,  to  render  many  medicines  lefs 
difgudful,  and  others  even  agreeable;  an  objedl  highly  de- 
ferving  the  attention  of  all  who  adminider  medicine. 

The  defign  of  the  following  pages  is,  to  exhibit  fuch  a lid 
of  drugs  and  medicines  as  may  be  neceffary  for  private  prac- 
tice. They  are  conliderably  more  numerous  indeed  than 
thofe  recommended  in  the  former  part  of  the  Book,  but  are 
Hill  greatly  within  the  number  contained  rn  the  mod  re- 
formed difpenfatories.  The  fame  medicine  is  feldom  exhi- 
bited under  different  forms;  and  where  different  medicines 
anfwer  nearly  the  fame  intention,  there  is  commonly  no 
more  than  one  of  them  retained.  Multiplying  forms  of 
medicine  for  the  fame  intention  tends  rather  to  bewilder 
than  affid  the  young  practitioner,  and  experienced  phyfi- 
cian can  never  be  at  a lofs  to  vary  his  preferiptions  as  occa- 
fion  requires* 

The  chemical  and  other  difficult  preparations  are  for  the 
mod  part  omitted.  All  of  them  that  are  ufed  by  any  private 
prablitioner  are  not  worth  preparing.  He  will  buy  them 
much  cheaper  than  he  can  make  them.  Great  care  however 
is  neceffiiry  to  obtain  them  genuine.  They  are  often  adul- 
terated, and  ought  never  to  be  purchafed  uelefs  from  perfons 
sff  known  veracity.  Such  of  them  as  are  in  common  ufe 
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are  inferted  in  the  lift  of  drugs  and  medicines.  Their  proper 
dofes  and  manner  of  application,  are  mentioned  in  the  prac- 
tical part  of  the  Book,  wherever  they  are  prefcribed. 

Such  articles  of  medicine  as  are  to  be  found  .in  the  houfe 
or  garden  of  almoft  every  peafant,  as  barley,  eggs,  onions, 
&c.  arelikewife,  for  the  moft  part,  omitted.  It  is  needlefs 
to  fwell  a lift  of  medicines  with  fuch  things  as  can  be  ob- 
tained whenever  they  are  wanted,  and  which  fpoil  by  being 
kept. 

The  preparations  made  and  fold  by  diftillers  and  confec- 
tioners are  alfo  generally  left  out.  Thefe  people,  by  operat- 
ing upon  a larger  plan,  generally  maka  things  better,  while 
it  is  in  their  power  to  afford  them  much  cheaper,  than  they 
can  be  prepared  by  any  private  hand. 

The  quantity  ordered  of  every  medicine  is  as  fmall  as  could 
well  be  prepared,  botkh  to  prevent  unneceffary  expence,  and 
that  the  medicine  might  not  fpoil  by  keeping.  Almoft  every 
medicine  fuffers  by  being  kept,  and  fhould.  be  ufed  as  foon 
after  it  has  been  prepared  as  poftible.  Even  fimple  drugs 
are  apt  to  fpoil,  and  fhould  therefore  be  laid  in  in  fmall 
quantities;  they  either  rot,  are  confumed  by  infedls,  or 
evaporate  fo  as  to  lofe  their  peculiar  tafte  or  flavour,  and 
often  become  quite  infignificant. 

In  the  preparation  of  medicines,  I have  generally  followed 
the  moft  improved  difpenfatories;  but  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  differ  from  them  wherever  my  own  obfervations,  or  thofe 
of  other  pradfical  writers,  on  whofe  judgment  I could  de- 
pend, fuggefted  an  improvement. 

In  feveral  compofitions,  the  ingredient  on  which  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  medicine  principally  depends  is  increafed,  while 
the  auxiliaries,  which  are  generally, ordered  in  fuch  trifling 
quantities  as  to  be  of  importance,  are  left  out,  or  only 
fuch  of  them  retained  as  are  necefl’ary  to  give  the  medicine  a 
proper  confidence,  or  the  like. 

The  colouring  ingredients  are  likewife  for  the  moft  part 
omitted.  They  increafe  the  bulk  and  price  of  the  medicine; 
without^adding  any  thing  to  its  value.  It  would  be  well  if 
they  were  never  ufed  at  all.  Medicines  are  often  adulterated 
for  the  fake  of  a colour.  Acrid  and  even  poifonous  fub- 
fiances  are,  for  this  purpofe,  fometimes  introduced  into  thofe 
medicines  which  ought  to  be  moft  bland  and  emollient. 
Ointment  of  elder,  for  example,  is  often  mixed  with  verde- 

gri  Co 


APPENDIX. 


652 

grife  to  give  it  a fine  green  colour,  which  entirely  frullrates 
the  intention  of  that  mild  ointment.  Thole  who  wiili  to 
obtain  genuine  medicines  fhould  pay  no  regard  to  their  co- 
lour. 

Some  regard  is  hkewife  paid  to  expence.  Such  ingre- 
dients as  greatly  increafe  the  price  of  any  compofition,  with- 
out adding  conhderably  to  its  virtue,  are  generally  either 
omitted,  or  fomewhat  lei's  expenfive  fubflittited  in  their  place. 
Medicines  are  by  no  means  powerful  in  proportion  to  their 
price.  The  cheaped  are  often  the  beft;  befides,  they  are 
the  leaf!:  apt  to  be  adulterated,  and  are  always  moil;  readily 
obtained. 

With  regard  to  the  method  of  compounding  medicines,  I 
have  generally  followed  that  which  feemed  to  be  the  mod 
Ample  and  natural,  mentioning  the  different  Heps  of  the  pro- 
eels  in  the  fame  order  in  which  they  ought  to  be  taken, 
without  paying  an  implicit  regard  to  the  method  of  other 
difpenfatories. 

For  many  of  the  remarks  concerning  the  preparation, 
&c.  of  medicines,  1 have  been  obliged  to  the  author  of  the 
ISfew  Difpenfatory.  The  other  oblervations  are  either  fuch 
as  have  occurred  to  myfelf  in  practice,  or  have  been  fuggefted 
in  the  courfe  of  reading,  by  authors  whole  names  I am  not 
able  diilindly  to  recoiled. 

1 have  followed  tbe  alphabetical  order,  both  with  regard 
to  the  fimples  and  preparations.  A more  fcientific  method 
would  have  been  agreeable  to  feme  perfons,  but  lefs  ufeful 
to  the  generality  of  readers.  The  d.fferent  cialfes  of  me- 
dicine have  no  great  dependance  upon  one  another  and, 
where  they  have,  it  is  hard  to  fay  which  lliould  Hand  firft  or 
laft;  no  doubt  the  Ample  preparations  ought  to  precede  the 
more  compound,  lout  all  the  advantages  arifing  from  this 
method  of  arrangement  do  not  appear  equal  to  that  (ingle 
one,  of  being  able,  on  the  firlt  opening  of  the  book,  to  And 
out  any  article,  which,  by  the  alphabetical  order,  is  rendered 
quite  eafy. 

The  dofe  of  every  medicine  is  mentioned  whenever  it  ap- 
peared necelFary.  V/hen  th.s  is  omitted  it  is  to  be  under- 
iiood  that  the  medicine  may  be  u(ed  at  dilcretion.  1 he  dofe 
mentioned  is  always  for  an  adult,  unlei's  when  the  contrary 
is  expreHed.  It  is  not  an  eal'y  matter  to  proportion  the  doles 
pi  medicine  exa£liy  to  the  differ nt  age*',  conHitutions,  &c. 
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Of  patient?  ; but,  happily  for  mankind,  mathematical  exacW 

••VZlilSZ"  KS5, » * rr*- 

,!oll  dofo  for  .hr  liftr.o.  age.  [)U  * 

• to  K.if  after  all  that  can  be  faid  upon  this  luDjeu;, 

1CrU  *A  1 rrm ft  be  left  to  the  judgment  and  (kill  of  the  per- 
ta  S “b  iii  Ti,0  follo.iog  g~«.l 
pronortions  may  be  obferved;  but  they  are  by  no  wnsin- 
tencled  for  ex-ad -rules.  A patient  between  twenty  and  four 
teen  may  take  two-thirds  of  the  dofe  ordered  for  an  adult, 
from  fourteen  to  nine,  one-half;  from  nine  to  fix,  one- 
thTd  from  fix  to  four,  one-fourth;  from  four  to  two, 
one -fixtU-  from  to  to’ one,  a tenth;  and  below  one,  a 

^Dhbenfatories  are  ufually  written  in  the  Latin  language. 
Even^authors  who  ‘write  m Englift,  generally give  their 
urefcriotions  in  Latin;  and  fome  of  them  die*  fo  great  an 
attachment  to  that  language,  as  firft  to  write  their  reapes  m 
.r  and  afterwards  tranflate  them;  while  others  to  com- 
promise the  matter,  write  theohe  half  in  Latin  and  the  other 
fn  EnMifh.  What  peculiar  charm  a medical  prefcription, 
when  written  in  Latin,  may  have,  1 fhall  not  P-entoLy; 
but  have  ventured  to  make  ufe  of  the  plameft  Lnghm  l 
could,  and  hope  my  prefcnptions  will  fuccee-  no  worfe 

N B The  Apothecary’s  weights,  and  the  Enghfh  wme 
meafures,  are  ufed  throughout  the  whole  book,  the  different 
denominations  of  which  will  appear  from  the  fo.,owm0 
Table: 

A pound  contains  tweive  ounces. 

An  ounce  - - eight  drachms. 

A drachm  - - three  fcruples. 

A fcruple  - - twenty  grains. 

A gallon  contains  eight  pints. 

A pint  - - - fixteen  ounces. 

An  ounce  - - eight  drachms. 

' A fpoonful  is  the  meafure  of  half  an  ounce. 
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A L I S T of  SIMPLES,  and  of  fuch  M E D I C U 
NAL  PREPARATIONS,  as  ought  to  be  kept 
in  readinefs  for  private  Practice. 


A GARIC 

Jr \ Alum 

Antimony,  crude 

cinnabar  of 

fulphur  of 

Baifam  of  Capivi 

—  of  Peru 

of  Tolu 

Bark,  ca  fear  ill  a 
T-^e.  cirnamon 

— — Ivi  f'serfon 
Peruvian 

*  Winter’s,  or  canella  alba 

Borax 

Calamine  (lone,  levigated 
Callor,  Ruffian 
Caudic,  common 

lunar 

Earth,  Fu’ler’s 
japan 

—  -•  Armenian  bole 

—  French  ditto 

Extradls  of  gentian 

—  of  guaiacum 

of  hellebore,  black 

of  hemlock 

of  jaiap 

—  of  liquorice 

of  Peruvian  bark 

*  of  poppies 

of  worm wOod 

Flowers  of  camomile 

colt’s  foot 

elder 

- — — — rofemarv 

*  * damafk  rofes 

«■ — ^ red  ditto 


Fruits,  almonds 

bitter  apple 

— — — caflia  fiftularis 

CuraffiO  oranges 

figs,  dried 

» —*  * — - French  prunes 

*  — ~ Rmaica  pepper 

—  juniper  berries 

nutmegs 

*  tamarinds 

Gums,  aloes 

—■>  ammoniac,  in  tears 

— — arabic 

afafegtida 

camphor 

—  galbsnum 

gamboge 

— guaiacum 

kino 

myrrh 

*  opium 

Kartfhorn,  calcined 

(havings  of 

Herbs,  Idler  centaury 

■  peppermint 

■  (pear mint 

*  — penny-royal 

favin 

— * trefoil 

—  uva  urii 

wormwood 

Lead,  Litharge 
white 

*  fugar  of 

Lemon-peel 
M ice 

Magnefia  alba 


Manna 
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Manna 

Mercury,  crude 

calcinated 

JEthiop’s  mineral 

—  calomel 

*  corrofive  fublimate 

red  precipitate 

* white  ditto 

Mufk 

Oil,  eflential,  of  amber 

*  of  annife 

— — — of  cinnamon 

*  of  juniper 

— of  lemon- peel 

—  of  peppermint 

exprefied,  of  almonds 

—  of  linfeed 

Oil  of  Olives,  or  Florence  oil 
of  palms 

— of  turpentine 
Orange-peel 
Oylter  fhells  prepared 
Poppy-heads 
Refins,  benzoin 

flowers  of 

Burgundy  pitch 

dragon’s  blood 

*  frankincenfe 

— — liquid  ftcrax 

*  white,  or  rofin 

*  fcammony 

Roots,  birthwort 

— — calamus  aromaticus 

concrayerva 

garlic 

gen  tian 

ginger 

— hellebore,  black,  white 
jalap 

*  ipecacuanha 

- — lily,  white 

— licjuorice 

marfhmallow 

— - mezerion 
— * — rhubarb 


Roots,  farfaparilla 

feneka 

— — fquills 
termefttil 

— — turmeric 

Virginian  fnako 

wild  valerian 

— — zedoary 
S a Fir  on 

Sal  ammoniac,  crude 

volatile 

Salt,  Epfom 

— of  Glauber 
of  hartfhorn 

•  nitre,  purified,  or  prunel 

Polychrefl: 

Rochel 

■*— — of  tartar 
Seeds,  anife 
• — — carraway 

•  cardamom 

— — - coriander 
cummin 

•  muftard 

fweet  fennel 

wild  carrot 
Senna 

Spanifh  flies 
Sperma  ceti 

Spirits,  Ethereal,  or  tether 
of  hartfhorn 

•  of  lavender  compound 

— — — — of  nitre 

ditto  dulcified 

of  fal  ammoniac 

—  of  fea  fait 

of  vinegar 

—  of  vitriol 

of  wine  re&ified 

volatile  aromatic 

Steel,  filings  of 
-*1 — reft  of,  prepared 
— — foluble  fait  of 
Sulphur  vivum 
— - baiiam  of 


Sulphur 
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Sulphur,  flowers  of 
Tar 

-  Barbadoes 

Tartar,  cream  of 
*— emetic 

* foluble 

—  vitriolated 

Tin  prepared 
Tutty  levigated 
Turpentine  Venice 
Verdegrife 


Vitriol,  green 
— — — blue 
— — — white 
Wax,  white 

yellow 

Woods  guaiacum 

— - logwood 

«■  ■■  faflafras 

— faunders,  red 

Zinc,  flowers  of 
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MEDICINAL  PREPARATIONS. 

BALSAMS. 

THE  fubje&  of  this  fecftion  is  not  the  natural  balfams,  but 
certain  compofitions,  which,  from  their  being  fuppofed 
to  poflefs  balfamic  qualities,  generally  go  by  that  name. 
This  clafs  of  medicines  was  formerly  very  numerous,  and 
held  in  great  efteem  : modern  practice,  however,  has  juftly 
reduced  it  to  a very  narrow  compafs. 

Anodyne  Balfam. 

Take  of  white  Spanifh  foap,  one  ounce;  opium,  unpre- 
pared, two  drachms  ; rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  nine  ounces. 
Digeft  them  together  in  a gentle  heat  for  three  days;  then 
drain  off  the  liquor,  arid  add  to  it  three  drachms  of  camphor. 

This  balfam,  as  its  title  expreffes,  is  intended  toeafe  pain. 
It  is  of  fervice  in  violent  ftrains  and  rheumatic  complaints, 
when  not  attended  with  inflammation.  It  muff  be  rubbed 
with  a warm  hand  on  the  part  affe&ed;  or  a linen  rag 
moiftened  with  it  may  be  applied  to  the  part;  and  renewed 
every  third  or  fourth  hour,  till  the  pain  abates.  If  the  opium 
is  left  out,  this  will  be  the  faponacious  balfam . 

Locatelli  s Balfam . 

Take  of  olive  oil,  one  pint;  Strafburg  turpentine  and 
yellow  wax,  of  each  half  a pound;  red  faunders,  fix  drachms. 
Melt  the  wax  with  fome  part  of  the  oil  over  a gentle  fire ; 
then  adding  the  remaining  part  of  the  oil  and  the  turpentine  ; 
afterwards  mix  in  the  faunders,  previoufly  reduced  to  a pow- 
der, and  keep  them  ftirring  together  till  the  balfam  is  cold. 

This  balfam  is  recommended  in  erofions  of  the  inteffines, 
the  dyfentery,  haemorrhages,  internal  bruifes,  and  in  fome 
complaints  of  the  bread.  Outwardly  it  is  ufed  for  healing 
and  cleanfing  wounds  and  ulcers.  The  dofe,  when  taken 
internally,  is  from  two  fcruples  to  two  drachms. 

! The  vulnerary  Balfam. 

Take  of  benzoin,  powdered,  three  ounces  ; balfam  of 
Peru,  two  ounces  ; hepatic  aloes,  in  powder,  half  an  ounce; 
re£tified  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints.  Digeft  them  in  a gentle 
heat  for  three  days,  and  then  ftrain  the  balfam. 

This  balfam,  or  rather  tin&ure,  is  applied  externally  to 
heal  recent  wounds  and  bruifes.  It  is  likewife  employed  in- 
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ternally  to  remove  coughs,  aflhmas,  and  other  complaints  of 
the  breaft.  It  is  faid  to  eafe  the  colic,  cleanfe  the  kidnies, 
and  to  heal  internal  ulcers,  &c. 

The  dofe  is  from  twenty  to  fixty  drops. 

This,  though  a medicine  of  fome  value,  does  not  deferve 
the  extravagant  encomiums  which  have  been  bellowed  on 
it.  It  has  been  celebrated  under  the  different  names  of  The 
Com?nander" s Balfam , Perfian  Balfam , Balfam  of  Berne%  TVade’s 
Balfam , Friar  s Balfam , Jefuit's  Drops , Turlington" s Drops , 
&c. 

BOLUSES. 

AS  bolufes  are  intended  for  immediate  ufe,  volatile  falls 
and  other  ingredients  improper  for  being  kept,  are  ad- 
mitted into  their  compofition.  They  are  generally  com- 
pofed  of  powders,  with  a proper  quantity  of  fyrup,  con- 
serve, or  mucilage.  The  lighter  powders  are  commonly  made 
up  with  fyrup,  and  the  more  ponderous,  as  mercury,  &c. 
with  conferve;  but  thofe  of  the  lighter  kind  would  be  more 
conveniently  made  up  with  mucilage,  as  it  increafes  their 
bulk  lefs  than  the  other  additions,  and  iikewife  occafions  the 
medicine  to  pafs  down  more  eafily. 

JJlringent  Bolus . 

Take  of  alum,  in  powder,  fifteen  grains;  gum  kino,  five 
grains;  fyrup,  a fufficient  quantity  to  make  a bolus. 

In  an  exceffive  flow  of  the  menfes , and  other  violent  dif- 
charges  of  blood,  proceeding  from  relaxation,  this  bolus  may- 
be given  every  four  or  five  hours,  till  the  difcharge  abates. 

Diaphoretic  Bolus . 

Take  of  gum  guaiacum,  in  powder,  ten  grains;  flowers 
of  fulphur  and  cream  of  tartar,  of  each  one  fcruple  ; fimple 
fyrup,  a fufficient  quantity. 

In  rheumatic  complaints,  and  disorders  of  the  fkin,  this 
bolus  may  be  taken  twice  a day.  It  will  alfo  be  of  fervice 
in  the  inflammatory  quinfey. 

Mercurial  Bolus . 

Take  of  calomel,  fix  grains;  conferve  of  rofes,  half  a 
drachm.  Make  a bolus. 

Where  mercury  is  necefTary,  this  bolus  may  be  taken 
twice  or  thrice  a week.  It  may  be  taken  over  night;  and  if 
it  does  not  operate,  a few  grains  of  jalap  will  be  proper  next 
day  to  carry  it  oft. 
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Bolus  of  Rhubarb  and  Mercury . 

Take  of  the  beft  rhubarb,  in  powder,  from  a fcruple  to 
half  a drachm  ; of  calomel,  from  four  to  fix  grains  ; fimple 
fyrup,  a fufficient  quantity  to  make  a bolus. 

This  is  a proper  purge  in  hypochondriac  conftitutions; 
but  its  principal  intention  is  to  expel  worms.  Where  a 
ftronger  purge  is  neceflary,  jalap  may  be  ufed  inflead  of  the 
rhubarb. 

Pefforal  Bolus . 

T ake  of  fperma  ceti,  a fcruple ; gum  ammoniac,  ten 
grains ; fait  of  hartfnorn,  fix  grains;  fimple  fyrup,  as  much 
as  will  make  them  into*a  bolus. 

This  bolus  is  given  in  colds  and  coughs  of  long  {landing, 
aflhmas,  and  beginning  confumptions  of  the  lungs.  It  is 
generally  proper  to  bleed  the  patient  before  he  begins  to 
ufe  it. 

Purging  Bolus. 

Take  of  jalap,  in  powder,  a fcruple  ; cream  of  tartar,  two 
fcruples.  Let  them  be  rubbed  together,  and  formed  into  a 
bolus,  with  fimple  fyrup. 

Where  a mild  purge  is  wanted,  this  will  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  very  well.  If  a ftronger  dofe  is  neceflary,  the  jalap 
may  be  increafed  to  half  a drachm  or  upwards. 

CATAPLASMS  AND  SINAPISMS. 

/^Ataplasms  poffefs  few  or  no  virtues  fuperior  to  a 
^ poultice,  which  may  be  fo  made,  as,  in  moft  cafes,  to 
fupply  their  place.  They  are  chiefly  intended  either  to  aA  as 
difcutients,  or  to  promote  fuppuration ; and  as  they  may  be 
of  fervice  in  fome  cafes,  we  (hall  give  a fpecimen  of  each 
kind. 

Difc ut lent  Cataplafm. 

Take  of  barley-meal,  fix  ounces;  freih  hemlock  leaves, 
bruifed,  two  ounces  ; vinegar,  a fuflicient  quantity.  Boil 
the  me^l  and  hemlock  in  the  vinegar  for  a little,  and  then  add 
two  drachms  of  the  fugar  of  lead. 

Ripening  Cataplafm. 

Take  of  white  lily  root,  four  ounces;  fat  figs  and  raw 
onions,  bruifed,  of  each  one  ounce;  yellow  bafilicum  oint- 
ment, tvvp  ounces;  gum  galbanum,  half  an  ounce;  linfeed 
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meal,  as  much  as  necefiary.  Boil  the  roots  along  with  the 
figs  in  a fufficient  quantity  of  water;  then  bruife  and  add  to 
them  the  other  ingredients,  fo  as  to  form  the  whole  into  a 
foft  cataplafm.  The  gaibanum  muft  be  previoufly  diflolved 
with  the  yolk  of  an  egg. 

Where  it  is  necefiary  to  promote  fuppuration,  this  cata- 
plafm may  be  ufed  by  thofe  who  chufe  to  be  at  the  trouble 
and  expence  of  making  it.  For  my  part,  I have  never 
found  any  application  more  proper  for  this*  purpofe  than  a 
poultice  of  bread  and  milk,  with  a fufficient  quantity  of 
either  boiled  or  raw  onion  in  it,  and  foftened  with  oil  or  frefli 
butter. 

Sinapifms. 

Sinapifms  are  employed  to  recal  the  blood  and  fpirits  to  a 
weak  part,  as  in  the  palfy  and  atrophy.  They  are  alfo  of 
fervice  in  dcep-feated  pains,  as  the  fciatica,  &c.  When  the 
gout  feizes  the  head  or  the  ftomach,  they  are  applied  to  the 
feet  to  bring  the  diforder  to  thefe  parts.  They  are  likewife 
applied  to  the  patient’s  foies  in  the  low  ftate  of  fevers.  They 
fhould  not  be  fuftered  to  lie  on,  however,  till  they  have  raifed 
bliffers,  but  till  the  parts  become  red,  and  will  continue  fo 
when  prefled  with  the  finger. 

The  finapifm  is  only  a poultice  made  with  vinegar  inftead 
of  milk,  and  rendered  warm  and  flimulating  by  the  addition 
of  muftard,  horfe-radifli,  or  garlic. 

The  common  finapifm  is  made  by  taking  crumb  of  bread 
and  muflard-feed  in  powder,  of  each  equal  quantities;  ftrong 
vinegar,  as  much  as  is  fufficient,  and  mixing  them  fo  as  to 
make  a poultice. 

When  finapifmsof  a more  flimulating  nature  are  wanted, 
a little  bruifed  garlic  may  be  added  to  the  above. 

CLYSTERS. 

'"pHIS  clafs  of  medicines  is  of  more  importance  than  is 
-*■  generally  imagined.  Clyflers  ferve,  not  only  to  eva- 
cuate the  contents  of  the  belly,  but  alfo  to  convey  very  ac- 
tive medicines  into  the  fyflem.  Opium,  for  example,  may 
be  adminiftered  in  this  way  when  it  will  not  fit  upon  the  fto- 
macb,  and  alfo  in  larger  dofes  than  at  any  time  it  can  be 
taken  by  the  mouth.  The  Peruvian  bark  may  likewife  be, 
with  good  efte£f,  adminiftered  in  form  of  clyftef  to  perfons 
who  cannot  take  it  by  the  mouth. 
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A fimple  clyfter  can  feldom  do  hurt,  and  there  are  many 
cafes  where  it  may  do  much  good.  A clyfter  even  of  warm 
water,  by  ferving  as  a fomentation  to  the  parts,  may  be  of 
confiderable  fervice  in  inflammations  of  the  bladder,  and  the 
lower  inteftines,  &c. 

Some  fubftances,  as  the  fmoke  of  tobacco,  may  be  thrown 
into  the  bowels  in  this  way,  which  cannot  by  any  other 
means  whatever.  This  may  be  eafily  efFeTed  by  means  of  a 
pair  of  hand-be’llows,  with  an  apparatus  fitted  to  them  for 
that  purpofe. 

Nor  is  the  ufe  of  clyfters  confined  to  medicines.  Aliment 
may  alfo  be  conveyed  in  this  way.  Perfons  unable  to  fwal- 
low,  have  been,  for  a confiderable  time,  fupported  by 
clyfters. 

Emollient  Clyfter. 

Take  of  linfeed  tea  and  new  milk,  each  fix  ounces.  Mix 
them. 

If  fifty  or  fixty  drops  of  laudanum  be  added  to  this,  it  will 
fupply  the  place  of  the  Anodyne  Clyfter • 

Laxative  Clyfter . 

Take  of  milk  and  water,  each  fix  ounces  ; fweet  oil  or 
frefh  butter,  and  brown  fugar,  of  each  two  ounces.  Mix 
them. 

If  an  ounce  of  Glauber’s  fait,  or  two  table  fpoonfuls  of 
common  fait,  be  added  to  this,  it  will  be  the  Purging  Clyfter . 

Carminative  Clyfter . 

Take  of  camomile  flowers,  an  ounce  ; anife-feeds,  half  an 
ounce.  Boil  in  a pint  and  a half  of  water  to  one  pint. 

In  hyfteric  and  hypochondriac  complaints  this  may  fie  ad- 
miniftered  inftead  of  the  Fostid  Clyfter , the  fmeil  of  which  is 
fo  difagreeable  to  moft  patients. 

Oily  Clyfter . 

To  four  ounces  of  the  infufion  of  camomile  flowers,  add 
an  equal  quantity  of  Florence  oil. 

This  clyfter  is  beneficial  in  bringing  off*  the  fmall  worms 
lodged  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  alimentary  canal.  When 
given  to  children  the  quantity  muft  be  proportionably  lef- 
fened, 
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Starch  Clyfter . 

Take  jelly  of  {larch,  four  ounces ; linfeed  oil,  half  an 
ounce.  Liquify  the  jelly  over  a gentle  fire,  and  then  mix  in 
the  oil. 

In  thedyfentery  or  bloody  flux,  this  clyfter  may  beadmi- 
niftered  after  every  loofe  ftool,  to  heal  the  ulcerated  inteftines 
and  blunt  the  iharpnefs  of  corroding  humours.  Forty  or 
fifty  drops  of  laudanum  may  be  occafionally  added  ; in  which 
cafe,  it  will  generally  fupply  the  place  of  the  Ajiringent 
Clyfter, 

turpentine  Clyfter. 

Take  of  common  decodlion,  ten  ounces  ; Venice  turpen- 
tine, diffolved  with  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  half  an  ounce  ; Flo- 
rence oil,  one  ounce.  Mix  them. 

This  diuretic  clyfter  is  proper  in-  obftruftions  of  the  uri- 
nary paftages,  and  in  colicky  complaints,  proceeding  from 
gravel. 

Vinegar  Clyfter . 

This  clyfter  is  made  by  mixing  three  ounces  of  vinegar 
with  five  of  water-gruel. 

It  anfwers  all  the  purpofes  of  a common  clyfter,  with  the 
peculiar  advantage  of  being  proper  either  in  inflammatory  or 
putrid  diforders,  efpecially  in  the  latter. 

We  think  it  unneceiTary  to  give  more  examples  of  this 
clafs  of  medicines,  as  ingredients  adapted  to  any  particular 
intention  may  be  occafionally  added  to  one  or  other  of  the 
above  forms, 

COLLYRXA,  or  EYE-WATERS. 

^YE-WATERS  have  been  multiplied  without  number, 
almoft  every  perfon  pretending  to  be  pofTefied  of  fome 
fecret  preparation  for  the  cure  of  fore  eyes.  I have  examined 
many  of  them,  and  find  that  they  are  pretty  much  alike, 
the  bafis  of  moft  of  them  being  either  alum,  vitriol,  or  lead. 
Their  effects  evidently  are,  to  brace  and  reftore  the  tone  of 
the  parts  ; hence  they  are  principally  of  fervice  in  flight  in- 
flammations ; and  in  that  relaxed  date  of  the  parts  which  is 
induced  by  obftinate  ones. 

Camphor  is  commonly  added  to  thefe  compofitions  ; but 
as  it  feldom  incorporates  properly  with  the  water,  it  can  be 
pf  little  ule.  Boles  and  other  earthy  fubftances,  as  they  do 
not  difTolve  in  water,  are  like  wife  unfit  for  this  purpofe. 
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Colly r him  of  Alum . 

Take  of  alum,  half  a drachm  ; agitate  it  well  together 
with  the  white  of  one  egg. 

This  is  the  Collyrium  of  Riverius.  It  is  ufed  in  inflam- 
mation of  the  eyes,  to  allay  heat,  and  retrain  the  flux  of 
humours.  It  muft  be  fpread  upon  linen,  and  applied  to  the 
eyes  ; but  fiiould  not  be  kept  on  above  three  or  four  hours  at 
a time. 

Vitriolic  Collyrium, 

Take  of  white  vitriol,  half  a drachm  ; rofe-water,  fix 
ounces.  Diffolve  the  vitriol  in  the  water,  and  filter  the 
liquor. 

This,  though  Ample,  is  perhaps  equal  in  virtue  to  mod  of 
the  celebrated  collyria.  It  is  an  ufeful  application  in  weak, 
watery,  and  inflamed  eyes.  Though  the  flighter  inflamma- 
tions will  generally  yield  to  it,  yet  in  thofe  of  a more  obfti- 
nate  nature  the  affiftance  of  bleeding  and  bliftering  will  often 
be  neceflary. 

When  a flrong  aflringent  is  judged  proper,  a double  or 
triple  quantity  of  the  vitriol  may  be  ufed.  I have  feen  a fo- 
lution  of  four  times  the  lirength  of  the  aboye  ufed  with  ma- 
nifeit  advantage. 

Collyrium  of  Lead, 

Take  fugar  of  lead,  and  crude  fal  ammoniac,  of  each  four 
grains.  Difl'olve  them  in  eight  ounces  of  common  water. 

Forty  or  fifty  drops  of  laudanum  may  be  occalionally 
added  to  this  collyrium. 

Thofe  who  chufe  may  fubfiitute  inflead  of  this  the  colly- 
rium of  lead  recommended  by  Goulard  ; which  is  made  by 
putting  twenty-five  drops  of  his  Extract  of  Lead  to  eight 
ounces  of  water,  and  adding  a tea-fpoonful  of  brandy. 

Indeed,  common  water  and  brandy,  without  any  other  ad- 
dition, will  in  many  cafes  anfwer  very  well  as  a collyrium. 
An  ounce  of  the  latter  may  be  added  to  five  or  fix  ounces  of 
the  former  5 and  the  eyes,  if  weak,  bathed  with  it  night  and 
morning. 

CONFECTIONS. 


/^Onfections  containing  above  fixty  ingredients  are  flill 
^ to  be  found  in  fome  of  the  mofi:  reformed  difpenfatories. 
moft  of  their  intentions,  however,  may  be  more  cerr 
and  as  effectually  anfwered  by  a few  glafTes  of  wine 
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or  grains  of  opium,  we  fhall  pafsover  this  clafs  of  medicines 
very  flightly. 

Japonic  Confe5lion . 

Take  of  Japan  earth,  three  ounces ; tormentil  root,  nut- 
meg, oiibanum,  of  each  two  ounces  ; opium  diffolved  in  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  Lifbon  wine  ; a drachm  and  a half  ; 
fimple  fyrup  and  conferve  of  rofes,  of  each  fourteen  ounces. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  an  electuary. 

This  fupplies  the  place  of  the  Diafcordium. 

The  dofe  of  this  eledtuary  is  from  a fcruple  to  a drachm. 

CONSERVES  AND  PRESERVES. 

EVERY  Apothecary’s  fhop  was  formerly  fo  full  of  thefe 
preparations,  that  it  might  have  paffed  for  a confection- 
er’s warehoufe.  They  poffefs  very  few  medicinal  properties, 
and  may  rather  be  claffed  among  fweetmeats  than  medicines. 
They  are  fometimes,  however,  of  ufe,  for  reducing  into 
bolufes  or  pills  fome  of  the  more  ponderous  powders,  as  the 
preparations  of  iron,  mercury,  and  tin. 

Conferves  are  compofitions  of  frefh  vegetables  and  fugar, 
beaten  together  into  an  uniform  mafs.  In  making  thefe 
preparations,  the  leaves  of  vegetables  muft  be  freed  from 
their  ftalks,  the  flowers  from  their  cups,  and  the  yellow 
part  of*orange-peel  taken  off  with  a rafp.  They  are  then  to 
be  pounded  in  a marble  mortar,  with  a wooden  peftle,  into 
a fmooth  mafs ; after  which,  thrice  their  weight  of  fine  fugar 
is  commonly  added  by  degrees,  and  the  beating  continued 
till  they  are  uniformly  mixed ; but  the  conferve  will  be  bet- 
ter if  only  twice  its  weight  of  fugar  be  added. 

Thofe  who  prepare  large  quantities  of  conferve  generally 
reduce  the  vegetables  to  a pulp  by  the  means  of  a mill,  and 
afterwards  beat  them  up  with  the  fugar. 

Conferve  of  Red  Rofes . 

Take  a pound  of  red  rofe  buds,  cleared  of  their  heels; 
beat  them  well  in  a mortar,  and,  adding  by  degrees  two 
pounds  of  double-refined  fugar,  in  powder,  make  a con- 
ferve. 

After  the  fame  manner  are  prepared  the  conferves  of 
orange  peel,  rofemary  flowers,  fea-wormwood,  of  the  leaves 
of  wood-forrel,  &c. 

The  conferve  of  rofes  is  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  and 
ufeful  preparations  belonging  to  this  qlafs.  A drachm  or 
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two  of  it,  diflolved  in  warm  milk,  is  ordered  to  be  given 
as  a gentle  reftringent  in  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach,  and  hke- 
wife  in  phthifical  coughs,  and  fpitting  of  blood.  To  have 
any  confiderable  effects,  however,  it  muft  be  taken  in  larger 
quantities. 

Confer ve  of  Sloes . 

This  may  be  made  by  boiling  the  floes  gently  in  water, 
being  careful  to  take  them  out  before  they  burfl: ; afterwards 
exprefling  the  juice,  and  beating  it  up  with  three  times  its 
weight  of  fine  fugar. 

In  relaxations  of  the  uvula  and  glands  of  the  throat,  this 
makes  an  excellent  gargle,  and  may  be  ufed  at  difcretion. 

Preferves  are  made  by  fteeping  or  boiling  frefh  vegetables 
firffc  in  water,  and  afterwards  in  fyrup,  or  a folution  of  fugar. 
The  fubjeit  is  either  preferved  moift  in  the  fyrup,  or  taken 
out  and  dried,  that  the  fugar  may  candy  upon  it.  The  lad 
is  the  mofl:  ufeful  method. 

Candied  Orange  Peel. 

Soak  Seville  orange-peel  in  feveral  waters,  till  it  lofes  its 
bitternefs  ; then  boil  it  in  a folution  of  double-refined  fugar 
in  water,  till  it  becomes  tender  and  tranfparent. 

Candied  lemon-peel  is  prepared  in  the  fame  manner. 

It  is  needlefs  to  add  more  of  thefe  preparations,  as  they 
belong  rather  to  the  art  of  the  confeitioner  than  that  of  the 
apothecary. 

DECOCTIONS. 

'tTrATER  readily  extracts  the  gummy  and  faline  parts 
**  of  vegetables;  and  though  its  action  is  chiefly  con- 
fined to  thefe,  yet  the  refinous  and  oily  being  intimately 
blended  with  the  gummy  and  faline,  are  in  great  part 
taken  up  along  with  them.  Hence  watery  decoitions  and 
infufions  of  vegetables  confiitute  a large,  and  not  u-n ufeful, 
clafs  of  medicines.  Although  mofl:  vegetables  yield  their 
virtues  to  water,  as  well  by  infufion  as  decoition,  yet  the 
latter  is  often  neceflary,  as  it  faves  time,  and  does  in  a few 
minutes  what  the  other  would  require  hours,  and  fometimes 
days,  to  efTeit. 

The  medicines  of  this  clafs  are  all  intended  for  immediate 
ufe. 

DecoElion  of  Althaa: 

Take  of  the  roots  of  marfh -mallows,  moderately  dried, 
three  ounces ; raifins  of  the  fun,  one  ounce ; water,  three 
pints. 

Boil 
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Boil  the  ingredients  in  the  water  till  one  third  of  it  is  con- 
fumed  ; afterwards  ftrain  the  decodlion  and  let  it  ftand  for 
fome  time  to  fettle.  If  the  roots  be  thoroughly  dried,  they 
muff  be  boiled  till  one  half  the  water  be  confumed. 

In  coughs,  and  fharp  defludions  upon  the  lungs,  this 
decodtion  may  be  ufed  for  ordinary  drink. 

The  Common  Decoblion . 

Take  of  camomile  flowers,  one  ounce  ; elder  flowers,  and 
fweet  fennel  feeds,  of  each  half  an  ounce;  water,  two  quarts. 
Boil  them  for  a little,  and  then  ftrain  the  decoction. 

A medicine  equally  good  maybe  prepared  by  infufing  the 
ingredients  for  fome  hours  in  boiling  water. 

This  deco&ion  is  chiefly  intended  as  the  bafis  of  clyfters, 
to  which  other  ingredients  may.be  occaficnally  added.  It 
will  likewife  ferve  as  a common  fomentation,  fpirit  of  wine 
or  other  things  being  added  in  fuch  quantity  as  the  cafe  may 
require. 

Decoblion  of  Logzvood. 

poil  three  ounces  of  the  fhavings,  or  chips,  of  logwood, 
in  four  pints  of  water,  till  one  half  the  liquor  is  wafted. 
Two  or  three  ounces  of  fimple  cinnamon-water  may  be 
^dded  to  this  decodicn. 

Jin  fluxes  of  the  belly,  where  the  ftronger  aftringents  are 
improper,  a tea-cupful  of  this  decodion  may  be  taken  with 
advantage  three  or  four  times  a-day. 

Decodion  of  the  Bark . 

Boil  an  ounce  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  grofsly  powdered, 
in  a pint  and  a half  of  water  to  one  point ; then  ftrain  the  de- 
<;odion.  If  a tea-fpoonful  of  the  weak  fpirit  of  vitriol  be 
added  to  this  medicine,  it  will  render  it  bpth  more  agreeable 
and  efficacious. 

Compound  Decoblion  of  the  Bark , 

Take  of  Peruvian  bark  and  Virginian  fnake-root,  grofsly 
powdered,  each  three  drachms.  Boil  them  in  a pint  of 
water  to  one  half.  To  the  ftrained  liquor  add  an  ounce  and 
a half  of  aromatic  water. 

Sir  John  Pringle  recommends  this  as  a proper  medicine  to- 
wards the  decline  of  malignant  fevers,  when  the  pulfe  is  low, 
the  voice  weak,  and  the  head  afFe&ed  with  a ftupor  but  with 
little  delirium. 

The  dofe  is  four  fpoonfuls  every  fourth  or  flxih  hour. 
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Deco  of  Ion  of  Sarfaparilla . 

Take  of  frelh  farfaparilla  root,  (liced  and  bruifed,  two 
cunces  ; (havings  of  guaiacum  wood,  one  ounce.  Boil  over 
a (low  fire,  in  three  quarts  of  water,  to  one  ; adding  towards 
the  end,  half  an  ounce  of  faflafras  wood,  and  three  .drachms 
of  liquorice.  Strain  the  decodlion. 

This  may  either  be  employed  as  an  affidant  to  a courfe  of 
mercuriaj  alteratives,  or  taken  after  the  mercury  has  beett 
, ufed  for  fome  time.  It  drengthens  the  domach,  and  re- 
dores  flefh  and  vigour  to  habits  emaciated  by  the  venereal 
difeafe.  It  may  alfo  be  taken  in  the  rheumatifm,  and  cuta- 
neous diforders  proceeding  from  foulnefs  of  the  blood  and 
juices.  For  all  thefe  intentions  it  is  greatly  preferable  to  the 
Decoction  of  Woods. 

This  deco&ion  may  be  taken,  from  a pint  and  a half  to 
two  quarts  in  the  day. 

The  following  deco&ion  is  faid  to  be  fimilar  to  that  ufed 
by  Kennedy , in  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  may  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  Lifbon  diet  drink: 

Take  of  farfaparilla,  three  ounces;  liquorice  and  meze- 
rion  root,  of  each  half  an  ounce  ; (havings  of  guaiacum  and 
fadafras  wood,  of  each  one  ounce;  crude  antimony,  pow- 
dered, an  ounce  and  a half.  Infufe  thefe  ingredients  in 
eight  pints  of  boiling  water  for  twenty-four  hours,  then 
boil  them  till  one  half  of  the  water  is  confiimed  ; afterwards 
drain  the  decodtion. 

This  deco&ion  may  be  ufed  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
preceding. 

DecoElion  of  Seneka . 

Take  of  feneka  rattle-fnake  root,  one  ounce ; watej-,  a 
platband  a half.  Boil  to  one  pint,  and  drain. 

This  decoction  is  recommended  in  the  pleurify,  dropfy, 
fheumatifm,  and  fome  obdinate  diforders  of  the  (kin.  The 
dofe  is  two  ounces,  three  or  four  times  a-day,  or  oftner,  if 
the  domach  will  bear  it. 

White  Decodfion . 

Take  of  the  pared  chalk,  in  powder,  two  ounces  ; gum 
arabic,  half  an  ounce  ; water,  three  pints.  Boil  to  one 
quart,  and  drain  the  decoction. 

This  is  a proper  drink  in  acute  difeafes,  attended  with,  or 
inclining  to,  a loofenefs,  and  where  acidities  abound  in  the 
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ftomach  or  bowels.  It  is  peculiarly  proper  for  children  when 
afflicted  with  fournefs  of  the  ftomach,  and  for  perfons  who 
are  fubjedt  to  the  heartburn.  It  may  be  fweetened  with 
fugar,  as  it  is  ufed,  and  two  or  three  ounces  of  fimple  cin- 
namon-water added  to  it. 

An  ounce  of  powdered  chalk,  mixed  with  two  pints  of 
water,  will  occafionally  fupply  the  place  of  this  decodtion, 
and  alfo  of  the  chalk  julep. 

DRAUGHTS. 

^TpHIS  is  a proper  form  for  exhibiting  fuch  medicines  as 
^ are  intended  to  operate  immediately,  and  which  do  not 
need  to  be  frequently  repeated,  as  purges,  vomits,  and  a 
few  others,  which  are  to  be  taken  at  one  dofe.  Where  a 
medicine  requires  to  be  ufed  for  any  length  of  time,  it  is 
better  to  make  up  a larger  quantity  of  it  at  once,  which 
faves  both  trouble  and  expence. 

Anodyne  Draught . 

Take  of  liquid  laudanum,  twenty-five  drops;  fimple  cin- 
namon water,  an  ounce  ; common  fyrup,  two  drachms. 
Mix  them. 

In  exceflive  pain,  where  bleeding  is  not  neceffary,  and  in 
great  reftleftnefs,  this  compofing  draught  may  be  taken  and 
repeated  occafionally. 

Diuretic  Draught . 

Take  of  the  diuretic  fait,  two  fcruples;  fyrup  of  poppies, 
two  drachms  5 fimple  cinnamon-water,  and  common  water, 
of  each  an  ounce. 

This  draught  is  of  fervice  in  an  obftrudtion  or  deficiency 
of  urine. 

Purging  Draughts . 

Take  of  manna,  an  ounce;  foluble  tarta'r,  or  Rochel 
fait,  from  three  to  four  drachms.  Difiolve  in  three  ounces 
of  boiling  water;  to  which  add  Jamaica  pepper-water,  half 
an  ounce. 

As  manna  fometimes  will  not  fit  upon  the  ftomach,  an 
ounce  or  ten  drachms  of  the  bitter  purging  falts,  diflolved  in 
four  ounces  of  water,  may  be  taken  inftead  of  the  above. 

Thofe  who  cannot  take  falts,  may  ufe  the  following 
draught : 


Take 


ELECTUARIES.  669 

Take  of  jalap  in  powder,  a fcruple  ; common  water,  an 
ounce  ; aromatic  tin&ure,  fix  drachms.  Rub  the  jalap 
with  twice  its  weight  of  fugar,  and  add  to  it  the  other  in- 
gredients. 

Sweating  Draughts . 

Take  fpirit  of  Mindererus,  two  ounces  ; fait  of  hartfiiorn, 
five  grains;  fimple  cinnamon-water,  and  fyrup  of  poppies* 
of  each  half  an  ounce.  Make  them  into  a draught. 

In  recent  colds  and  rheumatic  complaints,  this  draught 
is  of  fervice.  To  promote  its  efle&s,  however,  the  patient 
ought  to  drink  freely  of  warm  water-gruel,  or  of  fome  other 
weak  diluting  liquor. 

Vomiting  Draughts. 

Take  of  ipecacuanha,  in  powder,  a fcruple;  water,  an 
ounce  ; fimple  fyrup,  a drachm.  Mix  them. 

Perfons  who  require  a dronger  vomit  may  add  to  the 
above  half  a grain,  or  a grain,  of  emetic  tartar. 

Thofe  who  do  not  chufe  the  powder,  may  take  ten 
drachms  of  the  ipecacuanha  wine  ; or  half  an  ounce  of  the 
wine,  and  an  equal  quantity  of  the  fyrup  of  fquills. 

ELECTUARIES. 

f^Lectu aries  are  generally  compofed  of  the  lighter 
^ powders,  mixed  with  fyrup,  honey,  conferve,  or  mu- 
cilage, into  fuch  a confidence,  that  the  powders  may  neither 
feparate  by  keeping,  nor  the  mafs  prove  too  difF  for  {wallow- 
ing. They  receive  chiefly  the  milder  alterative  medicines, 
and  fuch  as  are  not  ungrateful  to  the  palate. 

Adringent  ele&uaries,  and  fuch  as  have  pulps  of  fruit  in 
them,  fhould  be  prepared  only  in  fmall  quantities ; as  adrin- 
gent  medicines  lofe  their  virtues  by  being  kept  in  this  form, 
and  the  pulps  of  fruits  are  apt  to  ferment. 

For  the  extra&ion  of  pulps  it  will  be  necefiary  to  boil  un- 
ripe fruits,  and  ripe  ones  if  they  are  dried,  in  a fmall  quan- 
tity of  water  till  they  become  foft.  The  pulp  is  then  to  be 
prefled  out  through  a drong  hair  fieve,  or  thin  doth,  and 
afterwards  boiled  to  a due  confidence,  in  an  earthen  veflel, 
over  a gentle  fire,  taking  care  to  prevent  the  matter  from 
burning  by  continually  dirring  it.  The  pulps  of  fruit  that 
are  both  ripe  and  frefh  may  be  prefied  out  without  any  pre- 
vious boiling. 
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Lenitive  El e ft u ary. 

Take  of  fenna,  in  fine  powder,  eight  ounces  ; coriander 
feed,  alfo  in  powder,  four  ounces  ; pulp  of  tamarinds  and 
of  French  prunes,  each  a pound.  Mix  the  pulps  and  pow- 
ders together,  and  with  a fufficient  quantity  of  fimple  fyrup, 
reduce  the  whole  into  an  electuary. 

A tea-fpconful  of  this  electuary,  taken  two  or  three  times 
a day,  generally  proves  an  agreeable  laxative,  Itlikewife 
ferves  as  a convenient  vehicle  for  exhibiting  more  active 
medicines,  as  jalaps,  fcammony,  and  fuch  like. 

This  may  fupply  the  place  of  the  eledluary  of  Caffia • 

Electuary  for  the  Byfentery . 

Take  of  the  Japonic  confection,  two  ounces  ; Locatelli’s 
balfam,  one  ounce  ; rhubarb  in  powder,  half  an  ounce  ; 
fyrup  of  marfhmallows,  enough  to  make  an  elediuary. 

It  is  often  dangerous  in  dyfenteries  to  give  opiates  and 
afiringents,  without  interpofing  purgatives.  The  purgative 
is  here  joined  with  thefe  ingredients,  which  renders  this  a 
very  fafs  and  ufeful  medicine  for  the  purpofes  exprefled  in 
the  title. 

About  the  bulk  of  a nutmeg  fiiould  be  taken  twice  or 
thrice  a- day,  as  the  fymptoms  and  conftitutlon  may  require. 

EleEluciry  for  the  Epilepfy. 

Take  of  Peruvian  bark,  in  powder,  an  ounce  ; of  pow- 
dered tin,  and  wild  valerian  root,  each  half  an  ounce  ; fimple 
fyrup,  enough  to  make  an  eledluary. 

Dr.  Mead  direcls  a drachm  ot  an  eledluary  fimilar  to  this 
to  be  taken  evening  and  morning,  in  the  epilepfy,  for  the 
ipace  of  three  months.  It  will  be  proper,  however,  to  dif- 
continue  the  ufe  of  it  for  a few  days  every  now  and  then.  I 
have  added  the  powdered  tin,  becaufe  the  epilepfy  often  pro- 
ceeds from  worms. 

Electuary  for  the  Gonorrhoea. 

Take  of  lenitive  eledluary,  three  ounces  ; jalap  and  rhu- 
barb, in  powder, of  each  two  drachms;  nitre,  half  an  ounce; 
fimple  fyrup,  enough  to  make  an  eledluary. 

During  the  inflammation  and  tenfion  of  the  urinary  paf- 
fages,  which  accompany  a virulent  gonorrhoea,  this  cooling 
laxative  may  be  ufed  with  advantage. 
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The  dofe  is  a drachm,  or  about  the  bulk  of  a nutmeg, 
two  or  three  times  a- day  ; more  or  lefs,  as  may  be  neceflary 
to  keep  the  body  gently  open. 

An  eledfuary  made  of  cream  of  tartar  and  fimple  fyrup 
will  occafionally  fupply  the  place  of  this. 

After  the  inflammation  is  gone  off,  the  following  elediuary 
may  be  ufed  : 

T ake  of  lenitive  elediuary,  two  ounces  ; balfam  of  capivi, 
one  ounce  ; gum  guaiacum  and  rhubarb,  in  powder,  of  each 
two  drachms  ; fimple  fyrup,  enough  to  make  an  elediuary. 
The  dofe  is  the  fame  as  of  the  preceding. 

EleBiuary  of  the  Bark. 

Take  of  Peruvian  bark,  in  powder,  three  ounces ; cafca- 
rilla,  half  an  ounce;  fyrup  of  ginger,  enough  to  make  an 
elediuary. 

In  the  cure  of  obftinate  intermitting  fevers,  the  bark  is 
afiifted  by  the  cafcarilla.  In  hedlic  habits,  however,  it  will 
be  better  to  leave  out  the  cafcarilla,  and  put  three  drachms  of 
crude  fal  ammoniac  in  its  Head. 

EleEluary  for  the  Biles . 

Take  flowers  of  fulphur,  one  ounce;  cream  of  tartar, 
half  an  ounce  ; treacle,  a fufRcient  quantity  to  form  an 
elediuary. 

A tea-fpoonful  of  this  may  be  taken  three  or  four  times 
a- day. 

Electuary  for  the  Palfy . 

Take  of  powdered  muftard-feed,  and  conferve  of  rofes, 
each  an  ounce  ; fyrup  of  ginger,  enough  to  make  an  elec- 
tuary. 

A tea-fpoonful  of  this  may  be  taken  three  or  four  times 
a-day. 

El e Binary  for  the  Rheumatifm. 

Take  of  conferve  of  rofes,  two  ounces  ; cinnabar  of  an- 
timonyT  levigated,  an  ounce  and  a half ; gum  guaiacum,  in 
powder,  an  ounce  ; fyrup  of  ginger,  a fuflicieiu  quantity  to 
make  an  elediuary. 

In  obftinate  rheumatifms,  which  are  not  accompanied 
with  a fever,  a tea-fpoonful  of  this  elediuary  may  be  taken 
twice  a-day  with  conftderable  advantage. 
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EMULSIONS. 

T^Mulsions,  befide  their  ufe  as  medicines,  are  alfo  proper 

vehicles  for  certain  fubftances,  which  could  not  other- 
wife  be  conveniently  taken  in  a liquid  form.  Thus  cam- 
phor, triturated  with  almonds,  readily  unites  with  water 
into  an  emulfion.  Pure  oils,  balfams,  refins,  and  other 
fimilar  fubftances,  are  likewife  rendered  mifciblewith  water 
by  the  intervention  of  mucilages. 

Common  Emulfion . 

Take  of  fweet  almonds,  an  ounce;  bitter  almonds,  a 
drachm  ; water,  two  pints. 

Let  the  almonds  be  blanched,  and  beat  up  in  a marble 
mortar  ; adding  the  water  by  little  and  little,  fo  as  to  make 
an  emulfion  ; afterwards  let  it  be  ftrained. 

Arabic  Emulfion . 

This  is  made  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  above,  adding  to 
the  almonds,  while  beating,  two  ounces  and  a half  of  the 
mucilage  of  gum  arabic. 

Where  foft  cooling  liquors  are  neceflary,  thefe  emulfions 
may  be  ufed  as  ordinary  drink. 

Camphorated  Emulfion. 

Take  of  camphor,  half  a drachm  ; fweet  almonds,  half 
a dozen  ; white  fugar,  half  an  ounce  ; mint  water,  eight 
ounces.  Grind  the  camphor  and  almonds  well  together  in 
a ftone  mortar,  and  add  by  degrees  the  mint  water ; then 
ftrain  the  liquor,  and  diflolve  in  it  the  fugar. 

In  fevers,  and  other  diforders  which  require  the  ufe  of 
camphor,  a table-fpoonful  of  this  emulfion  may  be  taken 
every  two  or  three  hours. 

Emulfion  of  Gum  Ammoniac. 

Take  of  gum  ammoniac,  two  drachms;  water,  eight 
ounces.  Grind  the  gum  with  the  water  poured  upon  it  by 
little  and  little,  till  it  is  difTolved. 

This  emulfion  is  ufed  for  attenuating  tough,  vifcid  phlegm, 
and  promoting  expectoration.  In  obftinate  coughs,  two 
ounces  of  the  fyrup  of  poppies  may  be  added  to  it.  The 
dofe  is  two  table- fpoonfuls  three  or  four  times  a-day. 
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Oily  Emulfion. 

Take  of  foft  water,  fix  ounces;  volatile  aromatic  fpirit, 
two  drachms;  Florence  oil,  an  ounce;  {hake  them  well  to- 
gether, and  add,  of  fimple  fyrup,  half  an  ounce. 

In  recent  colds  and  coughs,  this  emulfion  is  generally  of 
fervice;  but  if  the  cough  proves  obftinate,  it  will  fucceed 
better  when  made  with  the  paregoric  elixir  of  the  Edinburgh 
Difpenfatory,  inftead  of  jhe  volatile  aromatic  fpirit.  A table- 
fpoonful  of  it  may  be  taken  every  two  or  three  hours. 

EXTRACTS. 

T^Xtracts  are  prepared  by  boiling  the  fubjedt  in  water, 
and  evaporating  the  ftrained  decodtion  to  a due  con- 
fidence. By  this  procefs  fome  of  the  more  active  parts  of 
plants  are  freed  from  the  ufelefs,  indifloluble  earthy  matter, 
which  makes  the  larger  {hare  of  their  bulk.  Water,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  only  menftruum  ufed  in  the  preparation  of 
extradts ; fometimes  it  is  joined  with  fpirits,  and  at  other 
times  rectified  fpirit  alone  is  employed  for  that  purpofe. 

Extracts  are  prepared  from  a variety  of  different  drugs,  as 
the  bark,  gentian,  jalap,  &c.;  but  as  they  require  a trou- 
blefome  and  tedious  operation,  it  will  be  more  convenient 
for  a private  pradiitioner  to  purchafe  what  he  needs  of  them 
from  a profeffed  druggift,  than  to  prepare  them  himfelf. 
Such  of  them  as  are  generally  ufed  are  inferted  in  our  lift 
of  fuch  drugs  and  medicines  as  are  to  be  kept  for  private 
practice. 


FOMENTATIONS. 

Y?Omentations  are  generally  intended  either  to  eafe 
^ pain,  by  taking  off  tenfion  and  fpafm  ; or  to  brace  and 
reftore  the  tone  and  vigour  of  thofe  parts  to  which  they  are 
applied.  The  firft  of  thefe  intentions  may  generally  be 
anfwered  by  warm  water,  and  the  fecond  by  cold.  Certain 
fubftances,  however,  are  ufually  added  to  water,  with  a view 
to  heighten  its  effedts,  as  anodynes,  aromatics,  aftringents, 
&c.  We  {hall  therefore  fubjoin  a few  of  the  moft  ufeful 
medicated  fomentations,  that  people  may  have  it  in  their 
power  to  make  ufe  of  them  if  they  chufe. 
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Anodyne  Fomentation . 

Take  of  white  poppy-heads,  two  ounces;  elder  flowers, 
half  an  ounce;  water,  three  pints.  Boil  till  one  pint  is 
evaporated,  and  ftrain  out  the  liquor. 

This  fomentation,  as  its  title  exprefles,  is  ufed  for  re- 
lieving acute  pain. 

Aromatic  Fomentation . 

Take  of  Jamaica  pepper,  half  an  ounce;  red  wine,  a 
pint.  Boil  them  for  a little,  and  then  ftrain  the  liquor. 

This  is  intended,  not  only  as  a topical  application  for  ex- 
ternal complaints,  but  alfo  for  relieving  the  iniernal  parts. 
Pains  of  the  bowels,  which  accompany  dyfenteries  and  diar- 
rhoeas, flatulent  colics,  uneafinefs  of  the  ftomach,  and  teach- 
ings to  vomit,  are  frequently  abated  by  fomenting  the  abdo- 
men and  region  of  the  ftomach  with  the  warm  liquor. 

Common  Fomentation. 

Take  tops  of  wormwood  and  camomile  flowers,  dried,  of 
each  two  ounces;  water,  two  quarts.  After  a flight  boil— 
tag,  pour  off  the  liquor. 

Brandy  or  fpiritof  wine  may  be  added  to  this  fomentation, 
in  fuch  quantity  as  the  particular  circumftances  of  the  cafe 
fhall  require;  but  thefe  are  not  always  neceflary. 

Emollient  Fomentation . 

This  is  the  fame  as  the  common  deco&ion. 

Strengthening  Fomentation . 

Take  of  oak  bark,  one  ounce;  granate  peel,  half  an 
ounce;  alum,  two  drachms;  fmith’s  forge  water,  three  pints. 
Boil  the  water  with  the  bark  and  peel  to  the  confumption  of 
one- third;  then  ftrain  the  remaining  decodtion,  and  diflolve 
it  in  alum. 

This  aftringent  liquor  is  employed  as  an  external  fomenta- 
tion to  weak  parts;  it  may  alfo  be  ufed  internally. 

GARGLES. 

nOwEVER  trifling  this  clafs  of  medicines  may  appear, 
they  are  by  no  means  without  their  ufe.  They  feldom 
indeed  cure  difeafes,  but  they  often  alleviate  very  difagreeable 
fymptoms  ; as  parchednefs  of  the  mouth,  foulnefs  of  the 
tongue  and  fauces,  &c.  they  are  peculiarly  ufeful  in  fevers 
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and  fore  throats.  In  the  latter,  a gargle  will  fometimes  re- 
move the  diforder;  and  in  the  former,  few  things  are  more 
refrefhing  or  agreeable  to  the  patient,  than  to  have  his  mouth 
frequently  wafhed  with  fome  foft  detergent  gargle. 

One  advantage  of  thefe  medicines  is,  that  they  are  eafily 
prepared.  A little  barley-water  and  honey  may  be  had  any 
where;  and  if  to  thefe  be  added  as  much  vinegar  as  will  give 
them  an  agreeable  fharpnefs,  they  will  , make  a very  ufeful 
gargle  for  foftening  and  cleanfing  the  mouth. 

Gargles  have  the  beft  effed!  when  injedted  with  a fyringe. 

Attenuating  Gargle . 

Take  of  water,  fix  ounces;  honey,  one  ounce ; nitr^  a 
drachm  and  a half.  Mix  them. 

This  cooling  gargle  may  be  ufed  either  in  the  inflamma- 
tory quinfey,  or  in  fevers,'  for  cleaning  the  tongue  and 
fauces. 

Common  Gargle . 

Take  of  rofe-water,  fix  ounces;  fyrup  of  clove  July- 
flowers,  half  an  ounce ; fpirit  of  vitriol,  a fuflicient  quan- 
tity to  give  it  an  agreeable  fharpnefs.  Mix  them. 

This  gargle,  befides  cleanfing  the  tongue  and  fauces,  a&S 
as  a gentle  repellent,  and  will  fometimes  remove  a flight 
quinfey. 

Detergent  Gargle . 

Take  of  the  emollient  gargle,  a pint;  tin&ure  of  myrrh, 
an  ounce;  honey,  two  ounces.  Mix  them. 

When  exulcerations  require  to  be  cleanfed,  or  the  excre- 
tion of  tough  vifcid  faliva  promoted,  this  gargle  will  be  of 
fervice. 

Emollient  Gargle . 

Take  an  ounce  of  marfhmallow  roots,  and  two  or  three 
figs ; boil  them  in  a quart  of  water  till  near  one  half  of  it  be 
confirmed;  then  (train  out  the  liquor. 

If  an  ounce  of  honey,  and  half  an  ounce  of  fpirit  of  fal- 
ammoniac,  be  added  to  the  above,  it  will  then  be  an  ex- 
ceeding good  attenuating  gargle. 

This  gargle  is  beneficial  in  fevers,  where  the  tongue  and 
fauces  are  rough  and  parched,  to  foften  thefe  parts,  and  pro- 
mote the  difcharge  of  faliva. 

The  learned  and  accurate  Sir  John  Pringle  obferves;  that 
in  the  inflammatory  quinfey,  or  ftrangulation  of  the  fauces, 
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little  benefit  arifes  from  the  common  gargles;  that  fuch  as 
are  of  an  acid  nature  do  more  harm  than  good,  by  contrafl- 
ing the  emundories  of  the  faliva  and  mucus,  and  thickening 
thofe  humours ; that  a deception  of  figs  in  milk  and  water 
has  a contrary  efFed,  efpecially  if  fome  fal-ammoniac  be 
added ; by  which  the  faliva  is  made  thinner,  and  the  glands 
brought  to  fecrete  more  freely j a circumftance  always  con- 
ducive to  the  cure. 

INFUSIONS, 

TtEgetables  yield  nearly  the  fame  properties  to  water 

* by  infufion  as  by  decodion;  and  though  they  may  re- 
quire a longer  time  to  give  out  their  virtues  in  this  way,  yet 
it  has  feveral  advantages  over  the  other;  fince  boiling  is 
found  to  diflipate  the  finer  parts  of  many  bitter  and  aromatic 
fubftances,  without  more  fully  extrading  their  medicinal 
principles. 

The  author  of  the  New  Difpenfatory  obferves,  that  even 
from  thofe  vegetables  which  are  weak  in  virtue,  rich  infu- 
fions  may  be  obtained,  by  returning  the  liquor  upon  frefti 
quantities  of  the  fubjed,  the  water  loading  itfelf  more  and 
more  with  the  adive  parts ; and  that  thefe  loaded  infufions 
are  applicable  to  valuable  purpofes  in  medicine,  as  they  con- 
tain in  a fmall  compafs  the  finer,  more  fubtile,  and  adive 
principles  of  vegetables,  in  a form  readily  mifcible  with  the 
fluids  of  the  human  body. 

Bitter  Infufion . 

Take  tops  of  the  lefFer  centaury  and  camomile  flowers,  of 
each  half  an  ounce ; yellow  rind  of  lemon  and  orange  peel, 
.carefully  freed  from  the  inner  white  part,  of  each  two 
! drachms.  Cut  them  in  fmall  pieces,  and  infufe  them  in  a 
quart  of  boiling  water. 

For  indigeflion,  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach,  or  want  of  ap- 
petite, a tea-cupful  of  this  infufion  may  be  taken  twice  or 
thrice  a day. 

Infufion  of  the  Bark. 

To  an  ounce  of  the  bark,  in  powder,  add  four  or  five 
table-fpoonfuls  of  brandy,  and  a pint  of  boiling  water.  Let 
them  infufe  for  two  or  three  days. 

This  is  one  of  the  beft  preparations  of  the  bark  for  weak 
HomachSe  In  diforders  where  the  corroborating  virtues  of 
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that  medicine  are  required,  a tea-cupful  of  it  may  be  taken 
two  or  three  times  a- day. 

Infufion  of  Carduus, 

Tnfufe  an  ounce  of  the  dried  leaves  of  carduus  benedi&us, 
or  blefled  thiftle,  in  a pint  of  common  water,  for  fix  hours, 
without  heat  ; then  filter  the  liquor  through  paper. 

This  light  infufion  may  be  given,  with  great  benefit,  in 
weaknefs  of  the  ftomach,  where  the  common  bitters  do  not 
agree.  It  may  be  flavoured  at  pleafure  with  cinnamon,  or 
other  aromatic  materials. 

, Infufion  of  Linfeed, 

Take  of  linfeed,  two  fpoonfuls ; liquorice  root,  fliced, 
half  an  ounce ; boiling  water,  three  pints.  Let  them  (land 
to  infufe  by  the  fire  for  fome  hours,  and  then  (train  off  the 
liquor. 

If  an  ounce  of  the  leaves  of  colt’s-foot  be  added  to  thefe 
ingredients,  it  will  then  be  the  peftoral  infufion . Both  thefe 
are  emollient  mucilaginous  liquors,  and  may  be  taken  with 
advantage  as  ordinary  drink  in  difficulty  of  making  water  5 
and  in  coughs  and  other  complaints  of  the  bread. 

Infufion  of  Rofes . 

Take  of  red  rofes,  dried,  half  an  ounce;  boiling  water, 
a quart;  vitriolic  acid,  commonly  called  oil  of  vitriol,  half 
a drachm;  loaf  fugar,  an  ounce. 

Infufe  the  rofes  in  the  water  for  four  hours,  in  an  unglazed 
earthen  veflel afterwards  pour  in  the  acid,  and  having 
(trained  the  liquor,  add  to  it  the  fugar. 

In  an  exceflive  flow  of  the  menfes>  vomiting  of  blood,  and 
other  haemorrhages,  a tea-cupful  of  this  gently  aftringent 
infufion  may  be  taken  every  three  or  four  hours.  It  like- 
wife  makes  an  exceeding  good  gargle. 

As  the  quantity  of  rofes  ufed  here  can  have  little  or  no 
effe£t,  an  equally  valuable  medicine  may  be  prepared  by 
mixing  the  acid  and  water  without  infufion. 

Infufion  of  Tamarinds  and  Senna . 

Take  of  tamarinds,  one  ounce;  fenna,  and  cryftals  of 
tartar,  each  two  drachms.  Let  thefe  ingredients  be  infufed 
four  or  five  hours  in  a pint  of  boiling  water;  afterwards  let 
the  liquor  be  (trained,  and  an  ounce  or  two  of  the  aromatic 
<tin£ture  added  to  it.  Perfons  who  are  eafily  purged  may 
leave  out  either  the  tamarinds  or  the  cryftals  of  tartar. 
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This  is  an  agreeable  cooling  purge.  A tea- cupful  may 
be  given  every  half  hour  till  it  operates. 

This  fupplies  the  place  of  the  decottion  of  tamarinds  and 
fenna . 

Spanifh  Infufion . 

Take  of  Spanifh  juice,  cut  into  fmall  pieces,  an  ounce  ; 
fait  of  tartar,  three  drachms.  Infufe  in  a quart  of  boiling 
water  for  a night.  To  the  (trained  liquor  add  an  ounce  and 
a half  of  the  fyrup  of  poppies. 

In  recent  colds,  cough?,  and  obftru&ions  of  the  breaft,  a 
tea-cupful  of  this  infufion  may  be  taken  with  advantage  three 
or  four  times  a-day. 

Infufion  for  the  Palfy. 

Take  of  horfe-radifh  root  ftiaved,  muftard-feed  bruifed, 
each  four  ounces  ; outer  rind  of  orange-peel,  one  ounce. 
Infufe  them  in  two  quarts  of  boiling  water,  in  a clofe  veil'd, 
for,  twenty -four  hours. 

In  paralytic  complaints,  a tea-cupful  of  this  warm  Simu- 
lating medicine  may  be  taken  three  or  four  times  a-day.  It 
excites  the  a&ion  of  the  folids,  proves  diuretic,  and,  if  the 
patient  be  kept  warm,  promotes  perfpiration. 

If  two  or  three  ounces  of  the  dried  leaves  of  marfli-trefoil 
be  ufed  inftead  of  the  muftard,  it  will  make  the  antifcorbuth 
infufion . 

JULEPS. 

*TpHE  bafis  of  Juleps  is  generally  common  water,  or  fome 
iimple  diftilled  water,  with  one-third  or  one-fourth  its 
quantity  of  diftilled  fpirituous  water,  and  as  much  fugar  or 
fyrup  as  is  fufficient  to  render  the  mixture  agreeable.  This 
is  fharpened  with  vegetable  or  mineral  acids',  or  impregnated 
with  other  medicines  fuitable  to  the  intention. 

Camphorated  Julep . 

Take  of  camphor,  one  drachm  5 re&ifred  fpirit  of  wine, 
ten  drops  ; double-refined  fugar,  half  an  ounce  $ boiling 
diftilled  water,  one  pint.  Rub  the  camphor  firft  with  the 
fpirit  of  wine,  then  with  the  fugar  5 laitly,  add  the  water  by- 
degrees,  and  {train  the  liquor. 
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In  hyfterical  and  other  complaints  where  camphor  is  pro- 
per, this  julep  may  be  taken  in  the  dofe  of  a fpoonful  or  two 
as  often  as  the  ftomach  will  bear  it. 

Cordial  Julep. 

Take  of  fimple  cinnamon- water,  four  ounces ; Jamaica 
pepper- water,  two  ounces;  volatile  aromatic  fpirit,  and 
compound  fpirit  of  lavender,  of  each  two  drachms;  fyrup 
of  orange-peel,  an  ounce.  IVlix  them. 

This  is  given  in  the  dofe  of  two  fpoonfuls  three  or  four 
times  a day,  in  diforders  accompanied  with  great  weaknefs 
and  depreffion  of  fpirits. 

Exp  eft  orating  Julep. 

Take  of  the  emulfion  of  gum  ammoniac,  fix  ounces ; 
fyrup  of  fquills,  two  ounces.  Mix  them. 

In  coughs,  afthmas,  and  obArudions  of  the  breaft,  two 
table-fpoonfuls  of  this  julep  may  be  taken  every  three  or  four 
hours. 

Mujk  Julep . 

Rub  half  a drachm  of  mufk  well  together  with  half  an 
ounce  of  fugar,  and  add  to  it,  gradually,  of  fimple  cinna- 
mon and  pepper-mint  water,  each  two  ounces;  of  the  vola- 
tile aromatic  fpirit,  two  drachms.  # 

In  the  low  ftate  of  nervous  fevers,  hiccuping,  convulhons, 
and  other  fpafmodic  affe&ions,  two  table-fpoonfuls  of  this 
julep  may  be  taken  every  two  or  three  hours. 

Saline  Julep. 

Diffolve  two  drachms  of  fait  of  tartar  in  three  ounces  of 
frefh  lemon-juice,  ftrained  ; when  the  effervefcence  is  over, 
add,  of  mint- water,  and  common  water,  each  two  ounces  ; 
of  fimple  fyrup,  one  ounce. 

This  removes  ficknefs  at  the  ftomach,  relieves  vomiting, 
promotes  perfpiration,  and  may  be  of  fome  fervice  in  fevers, 
efpecially  of  the  inflammatory  kind. 


Vomiting  Julep . 

Diffolve  four  grains  of  emetic  tartar  in  eight  ounces  of 
rater,  and  add  to  it  half  an  ounce  of  the  fyrup  of  clove 

uly  flowers.  . ... 

In  the  beginning  of  fevers,  where  there  is  no  topical  in- 

animation,  this  julep  may  be  given  in  the  dofe  of  one  table- 
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fpoonful  every  quarter  of  an  hour  till  it  operates.  Antimo. 
nial  vomits  ferve  not  only  to  evacuate  the  contents  of  the 
fiomach i,  but  likewtfe  to  promote  the  different  excretions. 
Hence  they  are  found  in  fevers  to  have  nearly  the  fame 
efFe&s  as  Dr.  James  s Powder . 7 

mixtures. 

A M,XTURE  differs  from  a julep  in  this  refpeft,  that  it 
receives  into  its  compofition  not  only  falts  extract 
and  other  fubftances  diflbluble  in  water,  }bnt  alfo  earths5 
powders,  and  fuch  fubfhnces  as  cannot  be  difi'olved  A 
mixture  is  fe Idom  either  an  elegant  or  agreeable  medicine. 
It  is  neverthelefs  neceffary.  Many  perfons  can  take  a mix- 
ture  who  are  not  able  to  fwallow  a bolus  or  an  eledfoary  • 

anj' ether  fo™?  ^ ^ better  in  tbis 

/Jiringent  Mixture. 

.hrl^  fimP,ecjnnamon-water  and  common  water,  of  each 
th  ee  ounces  ; fpimuous  cinnamon-water,  an  ounce  and  a 
half;  Japonic  confeaion,  half  an  ounce.  Mix  them 
in  dyfentenes  which  are  not  of  long  ftanding,  after  the 
a fpoonfui  °r  tw°  °f  th,s 

Diuretic  Mixture. 

Take  of  mint-water,  five  ounces  ; vinegar  of  fquills,  fix 
drachms  ; fweet  fpirit  of  nitre,  half  an  ounce  j^yrup  of 
ginger,  an  ounce  and  a half.  Mix  them.  T P 

In  obftrudhons  of  the  urinary  paffages,  two  fpoonfuls  of 
this  mixture  may  be  taken  twice  or  dice  a-day. 

Laxative  Abjorbent  Mixture . 

Rub  one  drachm  of  magnefia  alba  in  a mortar  with  ten  or 
welve  gra,ns  of  the  beft  Turkey  rhubarb,  and  a^to  them 
three  ounces  of  common  water;  fimple  cinnamon-water, 
and  fyrup  of  fugar,  of  each  one  ounce.  n water, 

d'feafes  of  infants  are  accompanied  with  acidi- 

thefe  or  m o'0'6  be  S‘Ven  with  3 view  '<>  correct: 

for  a dofe  and"  bod/-  A tab<e-fp°onfol  may  be  taken 
* ? !’,  and  rcPeat‘>d  three  times  a-dav.  To  a verv 

^ung  child  half  a fpoonful  will  be  fofficientf  7 
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When  the  mixture  is  intended  to  purge,  the  dofe  may 
either  be  increafed,  or  the  quantity  of  rhubarb  doubled. 

This  is  bne  of  the  moft  generally  ufeful  medicines  for 
children  with  which  I am  acquainted. 

Saline  Mixture . 

Diflolve  a drachm  of  the  fait  of  tartar  in  four  ounces  of 
boiling  water ; and,  when  cold,  drop  into  it  fpirit  of  vitriol 
till  the  effervefcence  ceafes ; then  add,  of  peppermint- wa- 
ter, two  ounces,  fimple  fyrup,  one  ounce. 

Where  frefh  lemons  cannot  be  had,  this  mixture  may  oc- 
cafionally  fupply  the  place  of  the  faline  julep. 

Squill  Mixture. 

Take  of  fimple  cinnamon-water,  five  ounces;  vinegar 
of  fquills,  one  ounce ; fyrup  of  marfhmallows,  an  ounce 
and  a half.  Mix  them. 

This  mixture,  by  promoting  expectoration,  and  the  fecre- 
tion  of  urine,  proves  ferviceable  in  afthmatic  and  dropfical 
habits.  A table^fpoonful  of  it  may  be  taken  frequently. 

OINTMENTS,  LINIMENTS,  and  CERATES. 

'^'Otwithstanding  the  extravagant  encomiums  which 
have  been  bellowed  on  different  preparations  of  this 
kind,  with  regard  to  their  efficacy  in  the  cure  of  wounds, 
fores,  &c.  it  is  beyond  a doubt,  that  the  moft  proper  applica- 
tion to  a green  wound  is  dry  lint.  But  though  ointments 
do  not  heal  wounds  and  fores,'  yet  they  ferve  to  defend  them 
from  the  external  air,  and  to  retain  fuch  fubftances  as  may  be 
neceffary  for  drying,  deterging,  deftroying  proud  flefh,  and 
fuch  like.  For  thefe  purpofes,  however,  it  will  be  fufficient 
to  infert  only  a few  of  the  moft  fimple  forms,  as  ingredients 
of  a more  aCtive  nature  can  occafionally  be  added  to  them. 

Yellow  Bafilicum  Ointment . 

Take  of  yellow  wax,  white  refin,  and  frankincenfe,  each 
a quarter  of  a pound  ; melt  them  together  over  a gentle  fire  ; 
then  add,  of  hogs’  lard  prepared,  one  pound.  Strain  the 
ointment  while  warm. 

This  ointment  is  employed  for  ckanfing  and  healing 
wounds  and  ulcer*. 
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Ointment  of  Calamine. 

Take  of  olive  oil,  a pint  and  a half;  white  wax,  and  ca- 
lamine done  levigated,  of  each  half  a pound.  Let  the  cala- 
mine done,  reduced  into  a fine  powder,  be  rubbed  with  fome 
part  of  the  oil,  and  afterwards  added  to  the  reft  of  the  oil 
and  wax  previoufly  melted  together,  continually  ftirring 
them  till  quite  cold. 

This  ointment,  which  is  commonly  known  by  the  name 
of  Turner's  Cerate , is  an  exceeding  good  application  in  burns 
and  excoriations,  from  whatever  caufe. 

Emollient  Ointtnent. 

Take  of  palm  oil,  two  pounds;  olive  oil,  a pint  and  a 
half ; yellow  wax,  half  a pound  ; Venice  turpentine,  a quar- 
ter of  a pound.  Melt  the  wax  in  the  oils  over  a gentle  fire  ; 
then  mix  in  the  turpentine,  and  drain  the  ointment. 

This  fupplies  the  place  of  Althee  Ointment . It  may  be 
* nfed  for  anointing  inflamed  parts,  & c. 

Eye  Ointment . 

Take  of  hogs’  lard  prepared,  four  ounces;  white  wax, 
two  drachms  ; tutty  prepared,  one  ounce;  melt  the  wax  with, 
the  lard  over  a gentle  Are,  and  then  fprinkle  in  the  tutty, 
continually  flirting  them  till  the  ointment  is  cold. 

This  ointment  will  be  more  efficacious,  and  of  a better 
confidence,  if  two  or  three  drachms  of  camphor  be  rubbed 
up  with  a little  oil,  and  intimately  mixed  with  it. 

Another . 

Take  of  camphor,  and  calamine  done  levigated,  each  fix 
drachms  ; verdegrife  well  prepared,  two  drachms  ; hogs’  lard, 
and  mutton  fuet  -prepared,  of  each  two  ounces.  Rub  the 
camphor  well  with  the  powder  ; afterwards  mix  in  the  lard 
and  fuet,  continuing  the  triture  till  they  be  perfectly  united. 

This  ointment  has  been  long  in  efteem  for  difeafes  of  the 
eyes.  It  ought,  however,  to  be  ufed  with  caution,  when 
the  eyes  are  much  inflamed  or  very  tender. 

IJfue  Ointment. 

Mix  half  an  ounce  of  Spanifh  flies,  finely  powdered,  in 
fjx  ounces  of  yellow  bafilicum  ointment. 

This  ointment  is  chiefly  intended  for  dreffing  blifters,  in 
order  to  keep  them  open  during  pleafure. 
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Ointment  of  Lead . 

Take  of  olive  oil,  half  a pint;  white  wax,  two  ounces; 
fugar  of  lead,  three  drachms.  Let  the  fugar  of  lead,  re- 
duced into  a fine  powder,  be  rubbed  up  with  fome  part  of 
the  oil,  and  afterwards  added  to  the  other  ingredients,  pre- 
tioufly  melted  together,  continually  ftirring  them  till  quite 
cold. 

This  cooling  and  gently  aftringent  ointment  may  be  ufed 
in  all  cafes  where  the  intention  is  to  dry  and  Ikin  over  the 
part,  as  in  fcalding,  &c. 

Mercurial  Ointment . 

Take  of  quickfilver,  two  ounces;  hogs’ lard,  three  ounces; 
mutton  fuet,  one  ounce.  Rub  the  quickfilver  with  an  ounce 
of  the  hogs’  lard  in  a warm  mortar,  till  the  globules  be  per- 
fectly extinguilhed  ; then  rub  it  up  with  the  reft  of  the  lard 
and  fuet,  previoufly  melted  together. 

The  principal  intention  of  this  ointment  is  to  convey 
mercury  into  the  body  by  being  rubbed  upon  the  fkin. 

Ointment  of  Sulphur. 

Take  of  hogs’  lard  prepared,  four  ounces;  flowers  of  ful- 
phur,  an  ounce  and  a half ; crude  fal  ammoniac,  two 
drachms ; eflence  of  lemon,  ten  or  twelve  drops.  Make 
them  into  an  ointment. 

This  ointment,  rubbed  upon  the  parts  aJFedted,  will  gene- 
rally cure  the  itch.  It  is  both  the  fafeft  and  beft  application 
for  that  purpofe,  and,  when  made  in  this  way,  has  no  dif- 
agreeable  fmell. 

White  Ointment’. 

Take  of  olive  oil,  one  pint ; white  wax  and  fpermaceti, 
of  each  three  ounces.  Melt  them  with  a gentle  heat,  and 
keep  them  conftantly  and  brifkiy  ftirring  together,  till  quite 
cold. 

If  two  drachms  of  camphor,  previoufly  rubbed  with  a 
fmall  quantity  of  oil,  be  added  to  the  above,  it  will  make  the 
White  camphorated  Ointment. 

Liniment  for  Burns . 

Take  equal  parts  of  Florence  oil,  or  of  frefh  drawn  linfeed 
oil,  and  lime-water ; fhake  them  well  together  in  a wide 
mouthed  bottle,  fo  as  to  form  a liniment. 


This 


6S4  APPENDIX. 

This  is  found  to  be  an  exceeding  proper  application  for 
recent  fcalds  or  burns.  It  may  either  be  fpread  upon  a cloth, 

■or  the  parts  affected  may  be  anointed  with  it  twice  or  thrice 
a- day. 

White  Liniment . 

This  is  made  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  white  ointment, 
fwo-thirds  of  the  wax  being  left  out. 

This  liniment  may  be  applied  in  cafes  of  excoriation, 
where,  oa  account  of  the  largenefs  of  the  furface,  the  oint- 
ments wieh  lead  or  calamine  might  be  improper.  ' 

Liniment  for  the  Piles . 

Take  of  emollient  ointment,  two  ounces ; liquid  lauda- 
num, half  an  ounce.  Mix  thefe  ingredients  with  the  yolk 
of  an  egg,  and  work  thorn  well  together. 

Volatile  Liniment . 

Take  of  Florence  oil,  an  ounce  ; fpirit  of  hartfhorn,  half 
an  ounce.  Shake  them  together. 

This  liniment,  made  with  equal  parts  of  the  fpirit  and  oil, 
will  be  more  efficacious,  where  the  patient’s  fkin  is  able  to 
bear  it. 

Sir  John  Pringle  ohferves,  that  in  the  inflammatory 
quin  fey,  a piece  of  flannel,  moiftened  with  this  liniment, 
and  applied  to  the  throat,  to  be  renewed  every  four  or  five 
hours,  is  one  of  the  moft  efficacious  remedies  ; and  that  it 
feidom  fails,  after  bleeding,  either  to  leffen  or  carry  off  the 
complaint.  The  truth  of  this  obfervation  I have  often  ex- 
perienced. 

Camphorated  OIL 

Rub  an  ounce  of  camphor,  with  two  ounces  of  Florence 
oil,  in  a mortar,  till  the  camphor  be  entirely  diffolved. 

This  antifpafmodic  liniment  may  be  ufed  in  obftinate  rheu- 
snatifms,  and  in  fome  other  cafes  accompanied  with  extreme 
pain  and  tenfion  of  the  parts. 

PILLS. 

TI^Edicines  which  operate  in  a fmall  dofe,  and  whofe 
**■*-*■  difagreeable  tafte,  or  fine!!,  makes  it  necefiary  that 
they  fhould  be  concealed  from  the  palate,  are  moft  commo-  * 
-dioufly  exhibited  in  this  form.  No  medicine,  however,  that 
is  intended  to  operate  quickly,  ought  to  be  made  into  pills, 

as 
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as  they  often  lie  for  a confiderable  time  on  the  ftomach  before 
they  are.diflolved,  fo  as  to  produce  any  effe#. 

As  the  ingredients  which  enter  the  compofition  of  pills  are 
generally  fo  contrived,  that  one  pill  of  an  ordinary  fize  may 
contain  about  five  grains  of  the  compound,  in  mentioning 
the  dofe  we  fiiall  only  fpecify  the  number  of  pills  to  be 
taken ; as  one,  two,  three,  &c. 

Ccmpofing  Pill . 

Take  of  purified  opium,  ten  grains ; Cafiile  foap,  half  a 
drachm.  Beat  them  together,  and  form  the  whole  int*> 
twenty  pills. 

When  a quieting  draught  will  not  lit  upon  the  ftomach, 
one,  two,  or  three  of  thefe  pills  may  be  taken,  as  occafion 
requires.  >. 

Foetid  PUL 

Take  of  afafoetida,  half  an  ounce  ; fimple  fyrup,  as  much 
as  is  necefiary  to  form  it  into  pills. 

In  hyfteric  complaints,  four  or  five  pills,  of  an  ordinary 
fize,  may  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a-day.  They  may  like- 
wife  be  of  fervice  to  perfons  afHidted  with  the  afthma. 

When  it  is  necefiary  to  keep  the  body  open,  a proper 
quantity  of  rhubarb,  aloes,  or  jalap,  may  occafionaily  be 
added  to  the  abqve  mafs. 

Hemlock  PUL 

Take  any  quantity  of  the  extra#  of  hemlock,  and  adding 
to  it  about  a fifth  part  its  weight  of  the  powder  of  the  dried 
leaves,  form  it  into  pills  of  the  ordinary  fize. 

The  extra#  of  hemlock  may  be  taken  from  one  grain  to 
feveral  drachms  in  the  day.  The  beft  method,  however,  of 
ufing  thefe  pills,  is  to  begin  with  one  or  two,  and  to  increafe 
the  dofe  gradually,  as  far  as  the  patient  can  bear  them,  with- 
out any  remarkable  degree  of  flupor  or  giddinefs. 

Mercurial  PUL 

Take  of  purified  quickfilver  and  honey,  each  half  an 
ounce.  Rub  them  together  in  a mortar*  till  the  globules  of 
mercury  are  perfe#ly  extinguifhed  ; then  add,  of  CalTTFe 
foap,  two  drachms,  powdered  liquorice,  or  crumb  of  bread, 
a fufficient  quantity  to  give  the  mafs  a proper  confidence  for 
pills. 
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When  ftronger  mercurial  pills  are  wanted,  the  quantity 
of  quickfilver  may  be  doubled. 

The  dofe  of  thefe  pills  is  different,  according  to  the  in- 
tention with  which  they  are  given.  As  an  alterant,  two  or 
three  may  be  taken  daily.  To  raife  a falivation,  four  or  five 
will  be  neceffary. 

Equal  parts  of  the  above  pill  and  powdered  rhubarb  made 
into  a mafs,  with  a fufficient  quantity  of  fimple  fyrup,  will 
make  a Mercurial  purging  PUL 

Mercurial  fublimate  Pill . 

Diffolve  fifteen  grains  of  the  corrofive  fublimate  of  mer- 
cury in  two  drachms  of  the  faturated  folution  of  crude  fai 
ammoniac,  and  make  it  into  a pafte,  in  a glafs  mortar,  with 
a fufficient  quantity  of  the  crumb  of  bread.  This  mafs  muff 
be  formed  into  one  hundred  and  twenty  pills. 

This  pill,  which  is  the  moft  agreeable  form  of  exhibiting 
the  fublimate,  has  been  found  efficacious,  not  only  in  curing 
the  venereal  difeafe,  but  alfo  in  killing  and  expelling  worms% 
after  other  powerful  medicines  had  failed  #. 

For  the  venereal  difeafe,  four  of  thefe  pills  may  be  taken 
twice  a-day,  as  an  alterant  three,  and  for  worms  two. 

Plummer's  Pill. 

Take  of  calomel,  or  fweet  mercury,  and  precipitated  ful- 
phur  of  antimony,  each  three  drachms  ; extract  of  liquorice, 
two  drachms.  Rub  the  fulphur  and  mercury  well  to- 
gether; afterwards  add  the  extra#,  and,  with  a fufficient 
quantity  of  the  mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  make  them  into 
pills. 

This  pill  has  been  found  a powerful,  yet  fafe,  alterative 
in  obftinate  cutaneous  diforders ; and  has  completed  a cure 
after  falivation  had  failed.  In  venereal  cafes  it  has  likewife 
produced  excellent  effe#s.  Two  or  three  pills  of  an  ordi- 
nary iize  may  be  taken  night  and  morning,  the  patient 
keeping  moderately  warm,  and  drinking  after  each  dofe  a 
draught  of  decodtion  of  the  woods,  or  of  farfaparilla. 


* See  a paper  on  this  fubje#  in  the  Edinburgh  Phyfical  and 
Literary  Effays,  by  the  ingenious  Dr.  John  Gardener. 
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‘Purging  Pills . 

Take  of  fuccotorine  aloes,  and  Caftile  foap,  each  two 
drachms;  of  fimple  fyrup,  a fufficient  quantity  to  make  them 
into  pills. 

Four  or  five  of  thefe  pills  will  generally  prove  a fufficient 
purge.  For  keeping  the  body  gently  open,  one  may  be  taken 
night  and  morning.  They  are  reckoned  both  deobftruent 
and  ftomachic,  and  will  be  found  to  anfwer  all  the  purpofes 
of  Dr.  Anderfon’s  pills,  the  principal  ingredient  of  which 
is  aloes. 

Where  aloetic  purges  are  improper,  the  following  pills 
may  be  ufed  : 

Take  extract  of  jalap,  and  vitriolated  tartar,  of  each  two 
drachms  ; fyrup  of  ginger,  as  much  as  will  make  them  of  a 
proper  confidence  for  pills. 

Thefe  pills  may  be  taken  in  the  fame  quantity  as  the  above. 

Pill  for  the  Jaundice . 

Take  of  Caftile  foap,  fuccotorine  aloes,  and  rhubarb,  of 
each  one  drachm.  Make  them  into  pills  with  a fufficient 
quantity  of  fyrup  or  mucilage. 

Thele  pills,  as  their  title  exprefles,  are  chiefly  intended 
for  the  jaundice,  which,  with  the  affiftance  of  proper  diet, 
they  will  often  cure.  Five  or  fix  of  them  may  be  taken 
twice  a -day,  more  or  lefs,  as  is  neceflary  to  keep  the  body 
open.  It  will  be  proper,  however,  during  their  ufe,  to 
interpofe  now  and  then  a vomit  of  ipecacuanha  or  tartar 
emetic. 

Stomachic  PUL 

Take  extract  of  gentian,  two  drachms  • powdered  rhu- 
barb and  vitriolated  tartar,  of  each  one  drachm  ; oil  of  mint, 
thirty  drops;  fimple  fyrup,  a fufficient  quantity. 

Three  or  four  of  thefe  pills  may  be  taken  twice  a-day,  for 
invigorating  the  ftomach,  and  keeping  the  body  gently  open. 

Squill  Pills. 

Take  powder  of  dried  fquills,  a drachm  and  a half ; gum 
ammoniac,  and  cardamom  feeds,  in  powder,  of  each  three 
drachms  ; fimple  fyrup,  a fufficient  quantity. 

In  dropfical  and  afthmatic  complaints,  two  or  three  of 
thefe  pills  may  be  taken  twice  a*day,  or  o:  trier,  if  the  fto- 
mach will  bear  them. 

Strength - 
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Strengthening  Pill. 

Take  foft  extra#  of  the  bark,  and  fait  of  deel,  each  a 
drachm.  Make  into  pills. 

In  diforders  arifing  from  eXceflive  debility,  or  relaxation 
cf  the  folids,  as  the  cholorofis , or  green  ficknefs,  two  of  thefe 
pills  may  be  taken  three  times  a-day. 

PLASTERS. 

T>L asters  ought  to  be  of  a different  cqnfidence,  accord- 
ing  to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  are  intended.  Such 
as  are  to  be  applied  to  the  breads  ordomaeh  ought  to  be  foft 
and  yielding ; while  thofe  defigned  for  the  limbs  fhould  be 
firm  and  adhefive. 

It  has  been  fuppofed,  that  pladers  might  be  impregnated 
with  the  virtues  of  different  vegetables,  by  boiling  the  re- 
cent vegetable  with  the  oil  employed  for  the  compofition  of 
the  plader  ; but  this  treatment  does  not  communicate  to  the 
Qils  any  valuable  qualities. 

The  calces  of  lead  boiled  with  oils  unite  with  them  into 
a plader  of  a proper  confidence,  which  make  the  bafis  of 
feveral  other  pladers.  In  boiling  thefe  compofitions,  a 
quantity  of  hot  water  mud  be  added  from  time  to  time  to 
prevent  the  plader  from  burning  or  growing  black.  This, 
however,  (hould  be  done  with  care,  led  it  caufe  the  matter 
to  explode. 

Common  Plafter . 

Take  of  common  olive  oil,  fix  pints  3 litharge  reduced  to 
a fine  powder,  two  pounds  and  a half.  Boil  the*  litharge 
and  oil  together  over  a gentle  fire,  continually  dirring  them, 
and  keeping  always  about  half  a gallon  of  water  in  the  vef- 
fel : after  they  have  boiled  about  three  hours,  a little  of  the 
plader  may  be  taken  out  and  put  into  cold  water,  to  try  if 
it  be  of  a proper  confidence  : when  that  is  the  cafe,  the 
whole  may  be  fudered  to  cool,  and  the  water  well  preded 
out  of  it  with  the  hands. 

This  plader  is  generally  applied  in  flight  wounds  and  ex- 
coriations of  the  fkin.  It  keeps  the  part  foft  and  warm,  and 
defends  it  from  the  air,  which  is  all  that  is  netedary  in  fuch* 
cafes.  Its  principal  ufe,  however,  is  to  ferve  as  a bafis  for 
other  pladers. 

1 o Adhefive 
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Adhefive  Plafter. 

Take  of  common  plafter,  half  a pound ; of  Burgundy 
pitch,  a quarter  of  a pound.  Melt  them  together. 

This  pla'fter  is  principally  ufed  for  keeping  on  other 
dreflings. 

Anodyne  Plafter . 

Melt  an  ounce  of  adhefive  plafter,  and,  when  it  is  cool- 
ing, mix  with  it  a drachm  of  powdered  opium,  and  the  fame 
quantity  of  camphor,  previoufly  rubbed  up  with  a little  oil. 

This  plafter  generally  gives  eafe  in  acute  pains,  efpecially 
of  the  nervous  kind. 

Blifiering  Plafter, 

Take  of  Venice  turpentine,  fix  ounces-;  yellow  wax,  two 
ounces  ; Spanifh  flies  in  fine  powder,  three  ounces  ; pow- 
dered muftard,  one  ounce.  Melt  the  wax,  and  while  it  is 
warm,  add  to  it  the  turpentine,  t|king  care  not  to  evaporate 
it  by  too  much  heat.  After  the  turpentine  and  wax  are  fuf- 
ficiently  incorporated,  fprinkle  in  the  powders,  continually 
ftirring  the  mafs  till  it  be  cold. 

Though  this  plafter  is  made  in  a variety  of  ways,  one  fel- 
dom  meets  with  it  of  a proper  confiftence.  When  com- 
pounded with  oils  and  other  greafy  fubftances,  its  effccls  are 
blunted,  and  it  is  apt  to  run  ; while  pitch  and  refin  render  it 
too  hard  and  very  inconvenient. 

When  the  bliftering  plafter  is  not  at  hand,  its  place  may 
be  fupplied  by  mixing  with  any  foft  ointment  a fuflicient 
quantity  of  powdered  flies ; or  by  forming  them  into  a pafte 
with  flour  and  vinegar. 

* ' Gum  Plafter . 

Take  of  the  common  plafter,  four  pounds;  gum  ammo- 
niac and  galbanum,  ftrained,  of  each  half  a pound.  Melt 
them  together,  and  add,  of  Venice  turpentine,  fix  ounces. 

This  plafter  is  ufed  as  a digeftive,  and  likewife  for  dif- 
cufling  indolent  tumours. 

Mercurial  Plafter . 

Take  of  common  plafter,  one  pound  ; of  gum  ammoniac, 
ftrained,  half  a pound.  Melt  them  together,  and,  when 
cooling,  add  eight  ounces  of  quick-filver,  previoufly  extin- 
guifhed  by  triture,  with  three  ounces  of  hog’s  lard 

Y y 
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This  plafter  is  recommended  in  pains  of  the  limbs  arifing 
from  a venereal  caufe.  Indurations  of  the  glands,  and  other 
violent  tumours,  are  likewife  found  fometimes  to  yield  to  it. 

Stomach  Plafter . 

Take  of  gum  plafter,  half  a pound  ; camphorated  oil,  an 
ounce  and  a half;  black  pepper,  or  capficum,  where  it  can 
be  had,  one  ounce.  Melt  the  plafter,  and  mix  with  it  the 
oil ; then  fprinkle  in  the  pepper,  previoufly  reduced  to  a fine 
powder^ 

An  ounce  or  two  of  this  plafter,  fpread  upon  foft  leather, 
and  applied  to  the  region  of  the  ftomach,  will  be  of  fervice 
in  flatulencies  arifing  from  hyfteric  and  hypochondriac  affec- 
tions. A little  of  the  exprefled  oil  of  mace,  or  a few  drops 
of  the  eflential  oil  of  mint,  may  be  rubbed  upon  it  before  it 
is  applied. 

This  may  fupply  the  place  of  the  Antihyfteric  Plafler • 
Warm  Plafler . 

Take  of  gum  plafter,  one  ounce;  bliftering  plafter,  two 
drachms.  Melt  them  together  over  a gentle  fire. 

This  plafter  is  ufeful  in  the  fciatica  and  other  fixed  pains 
©f  the  rheumatic  kind  : it  ought,  however,  to  be  worn  for 
fome  time,  and  to  be  renewed,  at  leaft,  once  a-week.  If 
this  is  found  to  blifter  the  part,  which  is  fometimes  the  cafe, 
it  mu  ft  be  made  with  a fmaller  proportion  of  the  bliftering 
plafter. 

Wax  Plafler . 

Take  of  yellow  wax,  one  pound  ; white  refin,  half  a 
pound  ; mutton  fuet,  three  quarters  of  a pound.  Melt  them 
together. 

This  is  generally  ufed  inftead  of  the  Melilot  Plafler . It 
is  a proper  application  after  blifters  and  in  other  cales  where 
a gentle  digeftive  is  neceflary. 

POWDERS. 

THIS  is  one  of  the  moft  fimple  forms  in  which  medicine 
can  be  adminiftered.  Many  medicinal  fubftances,  how- 
ever, cannot  be  reduced  into  powder,  and  others  are  too  dif- 
agreeable  to  be  taken  in  this  form. 
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The  lighter  powders  may  be  mixed  in  any  agreeable  thin 
liquor,  as  tea  or  water-gruel.  The  more  ponderous  will  re- 
quire a more  confiftent  vehicle,  as  fyrup,  conferve,  jelly,  or 
honey. 

Gums,  and  other  fubftances  which  are  difficult  to  powder, 
fhould  be  pounded  along  with  the  drier  ones  ; but  thofe  which 
are  too  dry,  efpecially  aromatics,  ought  to  be  fprinkled  during 
their  pulverization  with  a few  drops  of  any  proper  water. 

Aromatic  powders  are  to  be  prepared  only  in  fmall  quan- 
tities at  a time,  and  kept  in  glafs  veflels  clofely  flopped.  In- 
deed, no  powders  ought  to  be  expofed  to  the  air  or  kept 
too  long,  otherwife  their  virtues  will  be  in  great  meafure 
deftroyed. 

dfiringent  Powder . 

Take  of  alum  and  Japan  earth,  each  two  drachms.  Pound 
them  together,  and  divide  the  whole  into  ten  or  twelve 
dofes. 

In  an  immoderate  flow  of  the  menfes , and  other  haemor- 
rhages, one  of  thefe  powders  may  be  taken  every  hour,  or 
every  half-hour,  if  the  difcharge  be  violent. 

Powder  of  Bole . * 

Take  of  bole  armenic,  or  French  bole,  two  ounces  ; cin- 
namon, one  ounce;  tormentil  root  and  gum  arabic,  of  each 
fix  drachms;  long  pepper,  one  drachm.  Let  all  thefe  in- 
gredients be  reduced  into  a powder. 

This  warm,  glutinous  aftringent  powder,  is  given  in 
fluxes,  and  other  diforders  where  medicines  of  that  clafs  are 
neceflary,  in  the  dofe  of  a fcruple,  or  half  a drachm 

If  a drachm  of  opium  be  added,  it  will  make  the  Powder  of 
Bole  with  Opium , which  is  a medicine  of  cenfiderable  efficacy. 
It  may  be  taken  in  the  fame  quantity  as  the  former,  but  not 
above  twice  or  thrice  a-day. 

Carminative  Powder . 

Take  of  coriander-feed,  half  an  ounce;  ginger,  one 
drachma  nutmegs,  half  a drachm;  fine  fugar,  a drachm 
and  a half.  Reduce  them  into  powder  for  twelve  dofes. 

This  powder  is  employed  for  expelling  flatulencies  arifing 
from  indigeftion,  particularly  thofe  to  which  hyfteric  and 
hypochondriac  perfons  are  fo  liable.  It  may  likewife  be 
given  in  fmall  quantities  to  children  in  their  food,  when 
troubled  with  gripes# 
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Diuretic  Powder . 

Take  of  gum  arabic  four  ounces;  purified  nitre,  one 
ounce.  Pound  them  together,  and  divide  the  whole  into 
twenty-four  dofes. 

During  the  firth  ftage  of  the  venereal  difea-fe,  one  pf  thefe 
cooling  powders  may  be  taken  three  times  a-day,  with  'con- 
fidcrabie  advantage. 

Aromatic  Opening  Powder . 

Take  of  the  bed  Turkey  rhubarb,  cinnamon,  and’  fine 
fugar,  each  two  drachms.  Let  the  ingredients  be  pounded* 
and  afterwards  mixed  well  together. 

Where  flatulency  is  accompanied  with  coflivenefs,  a tea- 
fpoonful  of  this  powder  may  be  taken  once  or  twice  a-day, 
according  to  cii  cum  (lances. 

Saline  Laxative  Powder . 

Take  of  foluble  tartar,  and  cre.am  of  tartar,  each  one 
drachm  ; purified  nitre,  half  a drachm.  Make  them  into  a 
powder. 

In  fevers,  and  other  inflammatory  diforders,  where  it  is 
neceflary  to  keep  the  body  gently  open,  one  of  thefe  cool- 
ing laxative  powders  may  be  taken  in  a little  gruel,  and  re- 
peated occafionally. 

Steel  Powder. 

Take  filings  of  flee],  and  loaf-fugar,  of  each  two  ounces  5 
ginger,  two  drachms.  Pound  them  together. 

In  obftrudlions  of  the  menfes , and  other  cafes  where  fteel 
Is  proper,  a tea-fpoonful  of  this  powder  may  be  taken  tvyice 
a-dav,  and  wafhed  down  with  a little  wine  or  water. 

Sudorific  Powder. 

Take  purified  nitre  and  vitriolated  tartar,  of  each  half  an 
ounce;  opium  and  ipecacuanha,  of  each  one  drachm.  Mix 
the  ingredients,  and  reduce  them  to  a fine  powder, 

'This  is  generally  known  by  the  name  of  Dover's  Powder . 
It  is  a powerful  fudorific.  In  obftinate  rheumatifms,  and 
eth^r  cafes  where  it  is  neceflary  to  excite  a copious  fweat, 
this  powder  may  be  adminiftered  in  the  dofe  of  a fcruple  or 
halt  a drachm.  Some  patients  will  require  two  fcruples.  It 
ought  to  be  accompanied  with  the  plentiful  ufe  of  fome 
warm  dilutingjiquor. 
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Worm-powder:* 

Take  of  tin  reduced  into  a fine  powder.,  an  ounce ; 
iEthiop’s  mineral,  two  drachms.  Mix  them  well  together, 
and  divide  the  whole  into  fix  dofes. 

One  of  thefe  powders  may  be  taken  in  a little  fyrup,  ho- 
ney, or  treacle,  twice  a* day.  After  they  have  been  all  ufed, 
the  following  anthelmintic  purge  may  be  proper. 

Purging  Worm-powder* 

Take  of  powdered  rhubarb,  a fcruple ; fcammony  and  ca- 
lomel, of  each  five  grains.  Rub  them  together  in  a mortar 
for  one  dofe. 

For  children  the  above  dofes  mu  ft  be  lefler.ed  according  to 
their  age. 

If  the  powder  of  tin  be  given  alone,  its  dofe  may  be  con- 
fiderably  increafed.  The  late  Dr.  Alfton  gave  it  to  the 
amount  of  two  ounces  in  three  days,  and  fays,  when  thus 
adminiftered,  that  it  proved  an  egregious  anthelmintic.  He 
purged  his  patients  both  before  they  took  the  powder  and 
afterwards. 

Powder  for  the  Tape-worm. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  patient  is  to  take  in  any  liquid,  . 
two  or  three  drachms,  according  to  his  age  and  conftitu- 
tion,  of  the  root  of  the  male  fern  reduced  into  a fine  pow- 
der. About  two  hours  afterwards,  he  is  to  take  of  calomel 
and  refin  of  fcammony,  each  ten  grains ; gum  gamboge, 
fix  grains.  Thele  ingredients  muft  be  finely  powdered  and 
given  in  a little  fyrup,  honey,  treacle,  or  any  thing  that  is 
moft  agreeable  to  the  patient.  He  is  then  to  walk  gently 
about,  now  and  then  drinking  a difh  of  weak  green  tea,  till 
the  worm  is  pafied.  If  the  powder  of  the  fern  produces 
naufea,  or  ficknefs,  it  may  be  removed  by  fucking  the  juice 
of  an  orange  or  lemon. 

This  medicine,  which  had  been  long  kept  a fecret  abroad 
for  the  cure  of  the  tape- worm,  was  fome  time  ago  purchafed 
by  the  French  King,  and  made  public  for  the  benefit  of  man- 
kind. Not  having  had  an  opportunity  of  trying  it,  I can 
fay  nothing  from  experience  concerning  its  efficacy.  It  feems, 
however,  from  its  ingredients,  to  be  an  adtive  medicine,  and 
ought  to  be  taken  with  care.  The  dofe  here  prefcribed  is 
fufficient  for  the  ftrongeft  patient ; it  muft,  therefore,  be  re- 
duced according  the  age  and  conflitution. 
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SYRUPS. 

cYrups  were  feme  time  ago  looked  upon  as  medicines  of 
^ confiderable  value.  They  are  at  prefent,  however,  re- 
garded chiefly  as  vehicles  for  medicines  of  greater  efficacy, 
and  are  ufed  for  fweetening  draughts,  juleps,  or  mixtures; 
and  for  reducing  the  lighter  powders  into  bolufes,  pills,  and 
ele&uaries.  As  all  thefe  purpofes  may  be  anfwered  by. the 
Ample  fyrup  alone,  there  is  little  occafion  for  any  other; 
efpecialiy  as  they  are  feldom  found  but  in  a ft  a re  of  ferment- 
ation ; and  as  the  dofe  of  any  medicine  given  in  this  form 
is  very  uncertain.  Perfons  who  ferve  the  public  muft  keep 
whatever  their  cuftomers  call  for  ; but  to  the  private  prac-. 
titioner  nine-tenths  of  the  fyrups  ufually  kept  in  the  Ihops 
are  unneceflary. 

Simple  Syrup 

Is  made  by  difiolving  in  water,  either  with  or  without 
heat,  about  double  its  weight  of  fine  fugar. 

If  twenty-five  drops  of  laudanum  be  added  to  an  ounce 
of  the  Ample  fyrup,  it  will  fupply  the  place  of  diacodium, 
or  the  fyrup  of  poppies,  and  will  be  found  a more  fafe  and 
certain  medicine. 

The  lubricating  virtues  of  the  fyrup  of  marfhmallows  may 
likewife  be  lupplied,  by  adding  to  the  common  fyrup  a fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  mucilage  of  gum  arabic., 

Thofe  who  chufe  to  preferve  the  juice  of  lemons  in  form 
of  fyrup,  may  diflblve  in  it,  by  the  heat  of  a warm  bach, 
nearly  double  its  weight  of  fine  fugar.  The  juice  ought  to 
be  previoufly  ftrained,  and  fuffered  to  ftand  till  it  fettles. 

The  fyrup  of  ginger  is  fometimes  of  ufe  as  a warm  vehicle 
for  giving  medicines  to  perfops  afili&ed  with  flatulency.  It 
may  be  made  by  infuling  two  ounces  of  bruited  ginger  in  two 
pints  of  boiling  water  for  twenty-four  hours  After  the 
liquor  has  been  ftrained,  and  has  ftood  to  fettle  for  fome  time, 
it  may  be  poured  off,  and  a little  more  than  double  its  weight 
of  fine  powdered  fugar  diffolved  in  it. 

TINCTURES,  ELIXIRS, 

T>  Ectified  fpirit  is  the  dired  menftruum  of  the  refins 
^ and  eflential  oils  of  vegetables,  and  totally  extraCIs  thefe 
aCIive  principles  from  fundry  fubftances,  which  yields  them  to 
water,  either  not  at  all,  or  only  in  part. 

It 
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It  diflolves  likewife  thofe  parts  of  animal  fubdances  in 
which  their  peculiar  fmells  and  fades  refide.  Hence  the 
tindlures  prepared  with  redtified  fpirits  form  an  ufefui  and 
elegant  clafs  of  medicines,  pofleffing  many  of  the  mod  ef- 
fential  virtues  of  fimples,  without  being  clogged  with  their 
inert  or  ufelefs  parts. 

Water,  however,  being  the  proper  mendruum  of  the 
gummy,  faline,  and  faccharine  parts  of  medicinal  fubdances, 
it  will  be  neceflary,  in  the  preparation  of  feveral  tindlures, 
to  make  ufe  of  a weak  fpirit,  or  a compofition  of  redtified 
(pirit  and  water. 

Aromatic  Finfture. 

Infufe  two  ounces  of  Jamaica  pepper  in  two  pints  of 
brandy,  without  heat,  for  a few  days;  then  drain  off  the 
tindlure. 

This  fimple  tindlure  will  fufHciently  anfwer  all  the  inten- 
tions of  the  more  codly  preparations  of  this  kind.  It  is 
rather  too  hot  to  be  taken  by  itfelf ; but  is  very  proper  for 
mixing  with  fuch  medicines  as  might  otherwife  prove  too 
cold  for  the  domach. 

Compound  Finfture  of  the  Bark . 

Take  of  Peruvian  bark,  two  ounces  ; Seville  orange-peel 
and  cinnamon,  of  each  half  an  ounce.  Let  the  bark  be 
powdered,  and  the  other  ingredients  bruifed  ; then  infufe 
the  whole  in  a pint  and  a half  of  brandy,  for  five  or  fix  days, 
in  a clofe  veflel ; afterwards  drain  off  the  tindlure. 

This  tindlure  is  not  only  beneficial  in  intermitting  fevers, 
but  alfo  in  the  flow,  nervous,  and  putrid  kinds,  efpecially 
towards  their  decline. 

The  dofe  is  from  one  drachm  to  three  or  four,  every  fifth 
or  fixth  hour.  It  may  be  given  in  any  fuitable  liquor,  and 
occafionally  diarpened  with  a few  drops  of  the  fpirit  of 
vitriol. 

Volatile  Foetid  Finffure. 

Infufe  two  ounces  of  afafoetida  in  one  pint  of  volatile 
aromatic  fpirit,  for  eight  days,  in  a clofe  bottle,  frequently 
(baking  it;  then  drain  the  tindlure. 

This  medicine  is  beneficial  in  hyderic  diforders,  efpecially 
when  attended  with  lownefs  of  fpirits,  and  faintings.  A 
tea-fpoonful  of  it  may  be  taken  in  a glafs  of  wine,  or  a cup 
of  penny-roy*l  tea. 
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Volatile  Tinblure  of  Gum  Guaiacum . 

Make  of  gum  guaiacum,  four  ounces  ; volatile  aromatic 
{pint,  a pint.  Infufe  without  heat,  in  a veffel  well  flopped, 
fcr  a.  few  days  ; then  flrain  off  the  tin&ure 

In  rheumatic  complaints,  a tea-fpoonful  of  this  tincture 
may  be  taken  in  a cup  of  the  infufion  of  water- trefoil,  twice 
or  thrice  a-day. 

tincture  of  Black  Hellebore , 

Infufe  two  ounces  of  the  roots  of  black  hellebore,  bruifed, 
in  a pint  of  proof  fpirit,  for  feven  or  eight  days;  then  filter 
the  tin&ure  through  paper.  A fcruple  of  cochineal  may  be 
infufed  along  with  the  roots,  to  give  the  tindlure  a colour. 

In  obllru&ions  of  the  menfes , a tea-fpoonful  of  this  tinc- 
ture may  be  taken  in  a cup  of  camomile  or  penny-royal  tea 
twice  a-day. 

Aftringent  Tinblure , 

Digefl  two  ounces  of  gum  kino,  in  a pint  and  a half  of 
brandy,  for  eight  days  ; afterwards  flrain  it  for  ufe. 

This  ti-n&ure,  though  not  generally  known,  is  a good 
aftringent  medicine.  With  this  view,  an  ounce,  or  more, 
of  it  may  be  taken  three  or  four  times  a-day. 

Tinblure  of  Myrrh  and  Aloes. 

Take  of  gum  myrrh,  an  ounce  and  a half ; hepatic  aloes, 
one  ounce.  Let  them  be  reduced  to  a powder,  and  infufed 
in  two  piiit$  of  rectified  fpirits,  for  fix  days,  in  a gentle 
heat ; then  drain  the  tindlure. 

This  is  principally  ufed  by  furgeons  for  cieanfing  foul 
ulcers,  and  redraining  the  progrefs  of  gangrenes.  It  is  alfo, 
by  fome,  recommended  as  a proper  application  to  green 
wounds. 

Tin  blur e of  Opium  > or  Liquid  Laudanum. 

Take  of  crude  opium,  two  ounces  ; fpirituous  aromatic 
water,  and  mountain  wine,  of  each  ten  ounces.  Diffolve 
the  opium,  diced,  in  the  wine,  with  a gentle  heat,  fre- 
quently flirring  it;  afterwards  add  the  fpirit,  and  drain  off 
the  tindlure. 

^ A very  good  tincftire  of  guaiacum,  for  domeflic  ufe,  may 
be  made  by  infilling  two  or  three  ounces  of  the  gum  in  a bottle  of 
rum  or  brandy. 

As 
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As  twenty-five  drops  of  this  tincture  contain  about  a grain 
of  opium,  the  common  dofe  may  be  from  twenty  to  thirty 
drops. 

Sacred  Tin  flare,  cr  Tinflure  of  Hi  era  Pi  era. 

Take  of  fuccotorine  aloes  in  powder,  one  ounce  ; Virgi- 
nian fnake-root  and  ginger,  of  each  two  drachms.  Infufe 
in  a pint  of  mountain  wine,  and  half  a pint  of  brandv,  for 
a week,  frequently  fhaking  the  bottle,  then  If  rain  off  the 
tindiure. 

This  is  a fafe  and  ufeful  purge  for  perfons  of  a languid  and 
phlegmatic  habit;  but  is  thought  to  have  better  effedfs, 
taken  in  fmall  dofes  as  a laxative. 

The  dofe,  as  a purge,  is  from  one  to  two  ounces. 

Compound  Tinflure  of  Senna. 

Take  of  fenna,  one  ounce : jalap,  coriander  feeds,  and 
cream  of  tartar,  of  each  half  an  ounce.  Infufe  them  in  a 
pint  and  a half  of  French  brandy  for  a week;  then  If  rain 
the  tindiure,  and* add  to  it  four  ounces  of  fine  fugar. 

This  is  an  agreeable  purge,  and  anfwers  all  the  purpofes 
of  the  Elixir  falutis , and  of  Daffy’s  Elixir . 

I The  dofe  is  from  one  to  two  or  three  ounces. 

Tinflure  of  Spanifh  Flies . 

Take  of  Spanifh  flies,  reduced  to  a fine  powder,  two 
ounces ; fpirit  of  wine,  one  pint.  Infufe  for  two  or  three 
days ; then  flrain  off  the  tindiure. 

This  is  intended  as  an  acrid  flimulant  for  external  ufe. 
Farts  affedled  with  the  palfy  or  chronic  rheumatifm  may  be 
frequently  rubbed  with  it. 

Tinflure  of  the  Balfam  of  T olu. 

Take  of  the  balfam  of  Tolu,  an  ounce  and  an  half;  rcc- 
tified  fpirit  of  wine,  a pint.  Infufe  in  a gentle  heat  until 
the  balfam  is  diffolved  ; then  flrain  the  tindiure. 

This  tindiure  poffefles  all  the  virtues  of  the  balfam.  In 
coughs,  arfd  other  complaints  of  the  breafl,  a tea-fpoonful 
or  two  of  it  may  be  taken  in  a bit  of  loaf-fugar.  But  the 
beft  way  of  ufing  it  is  in  fyrup.  An  ounce  of  the  tindiure, 
properly  mixed  with  two  pounds  of  fimple  fyrup,  will  make 
what  is  commonly  called  th z Balfamic  Syrup • 


Tinflure 


'Tinfture  of  Rhubarb . 

Take  of  rhubarb,  two  ounces  and  a half;  lefler  carda- 
mom feeds,  half  an  ounce ; brandy,  two  pints.  Digeft  for 
a week,  and  ftrain  the  tin&ure. 

Thofe  who  chufe  to  have  a vinous  tin&ure  of  rhubarb 
may  infufe  the  above  ingredients  in  a bottle  of  Lifbon  wine, 
adding  to  it  about  two  ounces  of  proof  fpirits. 

If  half  an  ounce  of  gentian  root,  and  a drachm  of  Virgi- 
nian fnake-root  be  added  to  the  above  ingredients,  it  will 
make  the  bitter  tindture  of  rhubarb. 

All  thefe  tin&ures  are  defigned  as  ftomachics  and  corro- 
borants as  well  as  purgatives.  In  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach, 
indigeftion,  laxity  of  the  inteftines,  fluxes,  cholicky  and  fuch 
like  complaints,  they  are  frequently  of  great  fervice.  The 
dofe  is  from  half  a fpoonful  to  three  or  four  fpoonfuls  or 
more,  according  to  the  circumftances  of  the  patient,  and 
the  purpofes  it  is  intended  to  anfwer. 

Paregoric  Elixir. 

Take  of  flowers  of  benzoin,  half  an  otince;  opium,  two 
tJrachms.  Infufe  in  one  pound  of  the  volatile  aromatic 
fpirit,  for  four  or  five  days,  frequently  fhaking  the  bottle; 
afterwards  (train  the  elixir.  * 

This  is  an  agreeable  and  fafe  way  of  adminiftering  opium. 
It  eafes  pain,  allays  tickling  coughs,  relieves  difficult  breath- 
ing, and  is  ufeful  in  many  diforders  of  children,  particularly 
the  hooping  cough. 

The  dofe  to  an  adult  is  from  fifty  to  a hundred  drops. 

Sacred  Elixir . 

Take  of  rhubarb  cut  fmall,  ten  drachms;  fuccotorine 
aloes,  in  powder,  fix  drachms  ; lefler  cardamom  feeds,  half 
an  ounce;  French  brandy,  two  pints.  Infufe  for  two  or 
three  days,  and  then  ftrain  the  elixir. 

This  ufeful  ftomachic  purge  may  be  taken  from  one  ounce 
to  an  ounce  and  a half. 

Stomachic  Elixir . 

Take  of  gentian  root,  two  ounces;  CuraflTao  oranges, 
one  ounce ; Virginian  fnake-root,  half  an  ounce.  Let  the 
ingredients  be  bruifed,  and  infufed  for  three  or  four  days  in 
two  pints  of  French  brandy ; afterwards  ftrain  out  the  elixir. 

This 
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This  is  an  elegant  ftomachic  bitter.  In  flatulencies,  in- 
digeftion,  want  of  appetite,  and  fuch  like  complaints,  a 
fmall  glafs  of  it  may  be  taken  twice  a-day.  It  likewife  re- 
lieves the  gout  in  the  ftomach,  when  taken  in  a large  dofe. 

Acid  Elixir  of  Vitriol. 

Take  of  the  aromatic  tindlure,  one  point;  oil  of  vitriol, 
three  ounces.  Mix  them  gradually,  and  after  the  fasces 
have  fubfided,  Alter  the  elixir  through  paper,  in  a glafs 
funnel. 

This  is  one  of  the  beft  medicines  which  I know  for  hyfte- 
ric  and  hypochondriac  patients,  afflicted  with  flatulencies 
arifing  from  relaxation  or  debility  of  the  ftomach  and  in- 
teftines.  It  will  fucceed  where  the  mpft  celebrated  ftoma- 
chic bitters  have  no  effe&.  The  dofe  is  from  ten  to  forty 
drops,  in  a glafs  of  wine  or  water,  or  a cup  of  any  bitter  in- 
fufion,  twice  or  thrice  a-day.  It  fhould  be  taken  when  the 
ftomach  if  moft  empty. 

Camphorated  Spirit  of  Wine, 

Diflolve  an  ounce  of  camphor  in  a pint  of  rectified 
fpirits. 

This  folution  is  chiefly  employed  as  an  embrocation  in 
bruifes,  palfies,  the  chronic  rheumatifm,  and  for  preventing 
gangrenes. 

The  above  quantity  of  camphor,  diflolved  in  half  a pound 
cf  the  volatile  aromatic  fpirit,  makes  Ward's  EJfence . 

Spirit  of  Mindererus. 

Take  of  volatile  fal  ammoniac,  any  quantity".  Pour  on  it 
gradually  diltilled  vinegar,  till  the  effervefcence  ceafes. 

This  medicine  is  ufeful  in  promoting  a difcharge  both  by 
the  jfkin  and  urinary  paflage.  It  is  alfo  a good  external  ap- 
plication in  ftrains  and  bruifes. 

When -intended  to  raife  a fweat,  half  an  ounce  of  it  in  a 
cup  of  warm  gruel  may  be  given  to  the  patient  in  bed  every 
hour  till  it  has  the  deiired  efte<5L 

VINEGARS. 

*T7Inegar  is  an  acid  produced  Jrom  vinous  liquors  by 
* a fecond  fermentation.  It  is  an  ufeful  medicine  both 
in  inflammatory  and  putrid  diforders.  Its  efte&s  are,  to 

cool 


JO  o 


APPENDIX. 


coal  the  blood,  quench  thirff,  counteract  a tendency  to  pu- 
trefaction, and  allay  inordinate  motions  of  the  fyftem.  It 
likewife  promotes  the  natural  feeretions,  and  in  fome  cafes 
excites  a copious  fweat,  where  the  warm  medicines,  called 
sdexipharmic,  tend  rather  to  prevent  that  falutary  eva- 
cuation. 

Weaknefs,  farmings,  vomitings,  and  other  byffertc  affec- 
tions, are  often  relieved  by  vinegar  applied  to  the  mouth  and 
nofe,  or  received  into  the  ffomach.  It  is  of  excellent  ufe 
alfo  in  corre&ing  many  poifonous  fubffances,  when  taken 
into  the  ffomach  \ and  in  promoting  their  expulfion,  by  the 
different  emun&ories,  when  received  into  the  blood. 

Vinegar  is  not  only  an  ufeful  medicine,  but  ferves  like- 
wife  to  extract,  in  tolerable  perfection,  the  virtues  of  feveral 
other  medicinal  fubffances.  Moff  of  the  odoriferous  flowers 
impart  to  it  their  fragrance,  together  with  a beautiful  purplifh 
or  red  colour.  It  alfo  ailiffs  or  coincides  with  the  intention 
of  fquills,  garlic,  gum  ammoniac,  and  feveral  other  valuable 
medicines. 

Thefe  effeCIs,  however,  are  not  to  be  expelled  from  every 
thing  that  is  fold  under  the  name  of*  vinegar,  but  from  fuch 
as  is  found  and  well  prepared. 

The  beft  vinegars  are  thofe  prepared  from  French  wines. 

It  is  necefTary  for  fome  purpofes  that  the  vinegar  be  dif- 
tilled  ; but  as  this  operation  requires  a particular  chemical 
apparatus,  we  fhall  not  infer t it. 

Vinegar  of  Litharge . 

Take  of  litharge,  half  a pound  ; ffrong  vinegar,  two 
pints.  Infufe  them  together  in  a moderate  heat  for  three 
days,  frequently  ffuking  the  vefTel ; then  filter  the  liquor  for 
life. 

This  medicine  is  little  ufed,  from  a general  notion  of  its 
being  dangerous.  There  is  reafon,  however,  to  believe,  that 
the  preparations  of  lead  with  vinegar  are  poflefled  of  fome 
valuable  properties,  and  that  they  may  be  ufed  in  ma^y  cafes 
with  fafety  and  fuccefs. 

A preparation  of  a fimilar  nature  with  the  above  has  of  late 
been  extolled  by  Goulard,  a French  furgeon,  as  a fafe  and 
extenfively  ufeful  medicine,  which  he  calls  the  Extratl  of  Sa- 
turn, and  orders  to  be  made  in  the  following  manner  : 

Take  of  litharge,  one  pound  ; vinegar  made  of  French 
wine,  two  pints.  Put  them  together  into  a glazed  earthen 
9 pipkin. 


WATERS  BY  INFUSION,  &c.  701 

pipkin,  and  let  them  boil,  or  rather  fimmer,  for  an  hour, 
or  an  hour  and  a quarter,'  taking  care  to  ftir  them  all  the 
while  with  a wooden  fpatula.  After  the  whole  has  flood  to 
fettle,  pour  off  the  liquor  which  is  upon  the  top  into  bottles 
for  ufe. 

With  this  extract  Goulard  makes  his  vegeto- mineral  wa- 
ter *,  which  he  recommends  in  a great  variety  of  external 
diforders,  as  inflammations,  burns,  bruifes,  fprains,  ulcers, 
&c. 

He  likewife  prepares  with  it  a number  of  other  forms  of 
medicine,  as  poultices,  plaflers,  ointments,  powders,  &c. 

Vinegar  of  Rojes . 

Take  of  red  rofes,  half  a pound  ; jftrong  vinegar,  half  a 
gallon.  Infufe  in  a clofe  veffel  for  feveral  weeks,  in  a 
gentle  heat ; and  then  ftrain  off  the  liquor. 

This  is  principally  ufed  as  an  embrocation  for  head-achs, 

&c. 

Vinegar  of  Squills. 

Take  of  dried  fquills,  two  ounces  ; diftilled  vinegar,  two 
pints.  Infufe  for  ten  days  or  a fortnight  in  a gentle  degree 
of  heat,  afterwards  ffrain  off  the  liquor,  and  add  to  it  about 
a twelfth  part  its  quantity  of  proof  fpirits. 

This  medicine  has  good  effedls  in  diforders  of  the  bresft, 
occafioned  by  a load  of  vifcid  phlegm.  It  is  alfo  of  ufe  in 
hydropic  cafes  for  promoting  a difcharge  of  urine. 

The  dofe  is  from  two  drachms  to  two  ounces,  according 
to  the  intention  for  which  it  is  given.  When  intended  to  a& 
as  a vomit,  the  dofe  ought  to  be  large.  In  other  cafes,  it 
muff  not  only  be  exhibited  in  fmall  dofes,  but  alfo  mixed  with 
cinnamon  water,  or  fome  other  agreeable  aromatic  liquor, 
to  prevent  the  naufea  it  might  other  wife  occafion. 

WATERS  BY  INFUSION,  fcfr. 

Lime  Water . 

pOUR  two  gallons  of  water  gradually  upon  a pound  of 

frefh  Furnt  quicklime ; and  when  the  ebullition  ceafes, 
ftir  them  well  together ; then  fuffer  the  whole  to  ftand  at 
reft,  that  the  lime  may  fettle,  and  afterwards  filter  the  li- 
quor through  paper,  which  is  to  be  kept  in  veffels  clofely 
ftopt. 

* See  Colljrium  of  Lead . 
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The  lime-water  from  calcined  oyder-fhells,  is  prepared 
in  the  fame  manner. 

Lime-water  is  principally  ufed  for  the  gravel ; in  which 
cafe,  from  a pint  to  two  or  more  of  it  may  be  drunk  daily. 
Externally  it  is  ufed  for  wa(hing  foul  ulcers,  and  removing 
the  itch,  and  other  difeafes  of  the  fkin. 

Compound  Lime  Water . 

Take  (havings  of  guaiacum  wood,  half  a pound  5 liquo- 
rice root,  one  ounce;  faflafras  bark,  half  an  ounce  ; cori- 
ander feeds,  three  drachms ; fimple  lime-water,  fix  pints. 

Infufe  without  heat  for  two  days,  and  then  drain  off  the 
liquor. 

In  the  fame  manner  may  lime-water  be  impregnated  with 
\ the  virtues  of  other  vegetable  fubftances;  Such  impregnation 
not  only  renders  the  water  more  agreeable  to  the  palate,  but 
alfo  a more  efficacious  medicine,  efpecially  in  cutaneous  dif- 
orders,  and  foulnefs  of  the  blood  and  juices. 

It  may  be  taken  in  the  fame  quantity  as  the  fimple  water. 

Sublimate  Water . 

Difiolve  eight  grains  of  the  corrofive  fublimate  in  a pint 
of  cinnamon  water. 

If  a (Longer  folution  is  wanted,  a double  or  triple  quantity 
of  fublimate  may  be  ufed. 

The  principal  intention  of  this  is  to  cleanfe  foul  ulcers* 
2nd  confume  proud  flefh. 

Styptic  Water . 

Take  of  blue  vitriol  and  alum,  each  an  ounce  and  a half ; 
water,  one  pint.  Boil  them  until  the  falts  are  difloived, 
then  filter  the  liquor,  and  add  to  it  a drachm  of  the  oil  of 
vitriol. 

This  water  is  ufed  for  (lopping  a .bleeding  at  the  nofe,  and 
other  haemorrhages  5 for  which  purpofe  cloths  or  doflils  dipt 
in  it  mud  be  applied  to  the  part. 

'Car  Water . 

Pour  a gallon  of  water  on  two  pounds  of  Norway  tar, 
and  dir  them  drongly  together  with  a wooden  rod  : after 
they  have  dood  to  fettle  for  two  days,  pour  off  the  water  for 
ufe, 

1 Though 
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Though  tar-water  falls  greatly  fhort  of  the  chara&ec 
which  has  been  given  of  it,  yet  it  poffeffes  fome  medicinal 
virtues.  It  fenfibly  raifes  the  pulfe,  increafes  the  fecretions, 
and  fometimes  opens  the  body,  or  occafions  vomiting. 

A pint  of  it  may  be  drank  daily,  or  more,  if  the  ftomach 
can  bear  it.  It  is  generally  ordered  to  be  taken  on  an  empty 
ftomach,  viz.  four  ounces  morning  and  evening,  and  the 
fame  quantity  about  two  hours  after  breakfaft  and  dinner. 

SIMPLE  DISTILLED  WATERS. 

A Great  number  of  diftilled  waters  were  formerly  kept 
in  the  (hops,  and  are  ftill  retained  in  fome  Difpenfa- 
tories.  But  we  confider  them  chiefly  in  the  light  of  grateful 
diluents,  fuitable  vehicles  for  medicines  of  greater  effieacy, 
or  for  rendering  difguftful  ones  more  agreeable  to  the  palate 
and  ftomach.  We  fhall  therefore  infert  only  a few  of  thofe 
which  are  beft  adapted  to  thefe  intentions. 

The  management  of  a ftill  being  now  generally  under- 
flood,  it  is  needlefs  to  fpend  time  in  giving  directions  for  that 
purpofe. 

Cinnamon  Water . 

Steep  one  pound  of  cinnamon  bark,  bruifed,  in  a gallon 
and  a half  of  water,  and  one  pint  of  brandy,  for  two  days; 
and  then  diftil  off  one  gallon. 

This  is  an  agreeable  aromatic  water,  poffefling  in  a high 
degree  the  fragrance  and  cordial  virtues  of  the  fpice. 

Pennyroyal  Water. 

Take  of  pennyroyal  leaves,  dried,  a pound  and  a half; 
water,  from  a gallon  and  a half  to  two  gallons.  Draw  off 
by  diftillation  one  gallon. 

This  water  pofleffes,  in  a conflderable  degree,  the  fmell, 
tafte,  and  virtues  of  the  plant.  It  is  given  in  mixtures  and 
juleps  to  hyfteric  patients. 

An  infuiion  of  the  herb  in  boiling  water  anfwers  nearly 
the  fame  purpofes. 

Peppermint  Water . 

This  is  made  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  preceding. 

Spearmint  Water . 

This  may  alfo  be  prepared  in  the  fame  way  as  the  penny- 
royal water, 
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Both  thefe  arc  ufeful  flomachic  waters,  and  will  forrse- 
times  relieve  vomiting,  efpecially  when  it  proceeds  from  in- 
digestion, or  cold  vifcid  phlegm.  They  are  likewife  ufeful 
in  fome  colicky  complaints,  the  gout  in  the  ftomach,  &c. 
particularly  the  peppermint  water. 

An  infufion  of  the  frefii  plant  is  frequently  found  to  have 
the  fame  effects  as  the  diftiiled  water, 

Roje  Water . 

Take  of  rofes  frefh  gathered,  fix  pounds  5 water,  two 
gallons.  Oiftil  off  one  gallon. 

This  water  is  principally  valued  on  account  of  its  fine 
flavour. 

Jamaica  Pepper  Water . 

Take  of  Jamaica  pepper,  half  a pound  ; water,  a gallon 
and  a half.  Diftil  off  one  gallon. 

This  is  a very  elegant  diftiiled  water,  and  may  in  moft: 
cafes  fupply  the  place  of  the  more  coftly  fpice  waters. 

SPIRITUOUS  DISTILLED  WATERS. 

Spirituous  Cinnamon  Water, 

'IpAKE  of  cinnamon  bark,  one  pound  ; proof  fpirit,  and 
common  water,  of  each  one  gallon.  Steep  the  cinnamon 
in  the  liquor  for  two  days ; then  diftil  oft*  one  gallon. 

Spirituous  Jamaica  Pepper  Water. 

Take  of  Jamaica  pepper,  half  a pound  ; proof  fpirit,  three 
gallons  ; water,  two  gallons.  Diftil  off  three  gallons. 

This  is  a fufficiently  agreeable  cordial,  and  may  fupply  the 
place  of  the  Aromatic  Water . 


WHEY  S. 

Alum  Whey. 

OIL  two  drachms  of  powdered  alum  in  a pint  of  milk  till 
" it  is  curdled  5 then  ftrain  out  the  whey. 

This  whey  is  beneficial  in  an  immoderate  flow  of  the 
menfeSy  and  in  a diabetes  ^ or  exceftive  difcharge.of  urine. 

t he  dofe  is  two,  three,  or  four  ounces,  according  as  the 
ftomach  will  bear  it,  three  times  a-day.  if  it  fhould  occa- 
fion  vomiting,  it  may  be  diluted. 

Mujiard 
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Muftard  Whey . 

Take  milk  and  water,  of  each  a pint ; bruifed  muftard- 
{ bed , an  ounce  and  a half.  Boil  them  together  till  the  curd 
is  perfectly  feparated  $ afterwards  ftrain  the  whey  through  a 
cloth. 

This  is  the  moft  elegant,  and  by  no  means  the  leaf!:  effica- 
cious method  of  exhibiting  muftard.  It  warms  and  invi- 
gorates the  habit,  and  promotes  the  different  fecretions. 
Hence,  in  the  low  ftate  of  nervous  fevers,  it  will  often  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  wine.  It  is  alfo  of  ufe  in  the  chronic  rheu- 
matifm,  pally,  dropfy,  he.  The  addition  of  a little  fugar 
will  render  it  more  agreeable. 

The  dofe  is  an  ordinary  tea- cupful  four  or  five  times  a-day. 

Scorbutic  Whey . 

This  whey  is  made  by  boiling  half  a pint  of  the  fcorbutic 
juices  in  a quart  of  cow’s  milk.  More  benefit,  however,  is 
to  be  expedded  from  eating  the  plants,  than  from  their  ex- 
preffed  juices. 

rFhe  fcorbutic  plants  are,  bitter  oranges,  brooklime,  gar- 
den feurvy-grafs,  and  water-creffes. 

A number  of  other  wheys  may  be  prepared  nearly  in  the 
fame  manner,  as  orange  whey,  cream  of  tartar  whey,  &c. 
Thefe  are  cooling  pleafant  drinks  in  fevers,  and  may  be  ren- 
dered cordial,  when  neceffary,  by  the  addition  of  wine, 

WINES, 

^T'HE  effects  of  wine  are,  to  raife  the  pulfe,  promote  per- 
■*“  fpiration,  warm  the  habit,  and  exhilarate  th®  fpirits. 
The  red  wines,  befides  thefe  effedds,  have  an  aftringent  qua- 
lity, by  which  they  ftrengthen  the  tone  of  the  ftomach  and 
inteftines,'  and  by  this  means  prove  ferviceable  in  reftrainiag 
immoderate  fecretions. 

The  thin  Iharp  wines  have  a different  tendency.  They 
pafs  off  freely  by  the  different  emunddories,  and  gently  open 
the  bodyf  The  effects  of  the  full  bodied  wines- are,  however, 
much  more  durable  than  thofe  of  the  thinner. 

All  fweet  wines  contain  a .glutinous  fubftance,  and  do  not 
pafs  off  freely.  Hence  they  will  heat  the  body  more  than  an 
equal  quantity  of  any  other  wine,  though  it  fhould  contain 
fully  as  much  fpirit. 

Z ?j 
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From  the  obvious  qualities  of  wine,  it  muft  appear  to  be 
an  excellent  cordial  medicine.  Indeed,  to  fay  the  truth,  it 
is  worth  all  the  reft  put  together. 

But  to  anfwer  this  character,  it  muft  be  found  and  good. 
No  benefit  is  to  be  expected  from  the  common  trafti  that  is 
often  fold  by  the  name  of  wine,  without  poflefling  one  drop 
of  the  juice  of  the  grape.  Perhaps  no  medicine  is  more 
rarely  obtained  genuine  than  wine. 

Wine  is  not  only  ufed  as  a medicine,  but  is  alfo  employed 
as  a menjlruum  for  extracting  the  virtues  of  other  medicinal 
fubftances;  for  which  it  is  not  ill  adapted,  being  a compound 
of  water,  inflammable  fpirit,  and  acid;  by  which  means  it  is 
enabled  to  adt  upon  vegetable  and  animal  fubftances,  and  alfo 
to  diflblve  fome  bodies  of  the  metallic  kind,  fo  as  to  impreg- 
nate itfelf  with  their  virtues,  as  fteel,  antimony,  &c. 

Anthelmintic  Wine, 

Take  of  rhubarb,  half  an  ounce;  worm-feed,  an  ounce, 
Bruife  them,  and  infufe  without  heat  in  two  pints  of  red  port 
wine  for  a few  days,  then  ftrain  off  the  wine. 

As  the  ftomachs  of  perfons  affli&ed  with  worms  are  always  • 
debilitated,  red  wine  alone  will  often  prove  ferviceable  : it, 
muft,  however,  have  ftill  better  effedls  when  joined  with 
bitter  and  purgative  ingredients,  as  in  the  above  form. 

A glafs  of  this  wine  may  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a-day. 

Antimenial  Wine. 

Take  glafs  of  antimony,  reduced  to  a fine  powder,  half  an 
ounce  ; Lifbon  wine,  eight  ounces.  Digeft,  without  heat, 
for  three  or  four  days,  now  and  then  fhaking  the  bottle ; af- 
terwards filter  the  wine  through  paper. 

The  dofe  of  this  wine  varies  according  to  the  intention. 
As  an  alterative  and  diaphoretic,  it  may  be  taken  from  .ten 
to  fifty  or  fixty  drops.  In  a large  doze  it  generally  proves 
cathartic,  or  excites  vomiting. 

Bitter  Wine. 

Take  of  gentian  root,  yellow  rind  of  lemon-peel,  frefli, 
each  one  ounce;  long  pepper,  two  drachms  ; mountain 
wine,  two  pints.  Infufe  without  heat  for  a week,  and  ftrain 
out  the  wine  for  ufe. 

In  complaints  arifing  from  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach,  or 
indigeftion,  a glafs  of  this  wine  may  be  taken  an  hour  before 
dinner  and  fupper. 

Ipecacuanha 


W I tf  E Si 


f°7 


Ipecacuanha  Wine . 

Take  of  ipecacuanha,  in  powder,  one  ounce ; mountain 
wine,  a pint.  Infufe  for  three  or  four  days  ; then  filter  the 
tin&ure. 

This  is  a fafe  vomit,  and  anfwers  extremely  well  for  fuch 
perfons  as  cannot  fwallow  the  powder  , or  whofe  ftomachs  are 
too  irritable  to  bear  it. 

The  dofe  is  from  one  ounce  to  an  ounce  and  a half. 

Chalybeate  or  Steel  Wine. 

Take  filings  of  iron,  two  ounces  ; cinnamon  and  mace* 
of  each  two  drachms  ; Rhenifh  wine,  two  pints.  Infufe  for 
three  or  four  weeks,  frequently  fhaking  the  bottle;  then 
pafs  the  wine  through  a filter* 

In  obftru&ions  of  the  msnfes , this  preparation  of  iron 
may  be  taken,  in  the  dofe  of  half  a wine-gkfs  twice  or  thrice 
a-day. 

The  medicine  would  probably  be  as  good  if  made  with 
Lifbon  wine,  (harpened  with  half  an  ounce  of  the  cream  of 
tartar,  or  a fmall  quantity  of  the  vitriolic  acid. 


Stomach  Wine . 

Take  of  Peruvian  bark,  grofsly  powdered,  an  ounce  ; 
cardamom  feeds,  and  orange  peel,  bruifed,  of  each  two 
drachms.  Infufe  in  a bottle  of  white  port  or  Lifbon  wine 
for  five  or  fix  days ; then  flrain  off  the  wine. 

This  wine  is  not  only  of  fervice  in  debility  of  the  ftomach 
and  inteftines,  but  may  alfo  be  taken  as  a preventive,  by 
perfons  liable  to  the  intermittent  fever,  or  who  refide  in 
places  where  this  difeafe  prevails.  It  will  be  of  ufe  likewife 
to  thofe  who  recover  flowly  after  fevers  of  any  kind,  as  it 
aflifts  digeftion,  and  helps  to  reftore  the  tone  and  vigour  of 
the  fyftem. 

A glafs  of  it  may  be  taken  two  or  three  times  a-day. 
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GLOSSARY. 


H terms  of  art  have  been  feduloufiy  avoided 
in  me  compofition  of  this  treatife,  it  is  impoffiible  en- 
tirely to  banifh  technical  phrafes  when  writing  on  medicine. 


a fcience  that  has  been  lefs  generally  attended  to  by  man- 
kind, and  continues  therefore  to  be  more  infe&ed  with  the 
jargon  of  the  fchools,  than  perhaps  any  other.  Several  per- 
sons having  expreffied  their  opinion  that  a Gloffiary  would 


make  this  work  more  generally  intelligible,  the  following 
Concife  explanation  of  the  few  terms  of  art  that  occur,  has 
been  added  in  compliance  with  their  fentiments,  and  to  fulfil 
the  original  intention  of  this  tre3tife,  by  rendering  it  intelli- 
gible and  ufeful  to  all  ranks  and  daffies  of  mankind. 


Abdomen.  The  belly. 

Abforbents . Veffiels  that  convey  the  nourifhment  from  the 
inteftines,  and  the  fecreted  fluids  from  the  various  cavi- 
ties into  the  mafs  of  blood. 

Acrimony . Corrofive  fharpnefs. 

Acute . A difeafe,  the  fymptoms  of  which  are  violent,  and 
tend  to  a fipeedy  termination,  is  called  acute. 

Adult . Of  mature  age. 

Aduft . Dry,  warm. 

Antifpafmodic.  Whatever  tends  to  prevent  or  remove  fpafm. 

Aphtha,  Small  whitifh  ulcers  appearing  in  the  mouth. 

AJlriEtion.  A tightening  or  leffiening. 

Airabilarian . An  epithet  commonly  applied  to  people  of  a 
certain  temperament,  marked  by  a dark  complexion, 
black  hair,  ipare  habit,  &c.  which  the  ancients  fuppofed 
tq  arife  from  the  air  a bills , or  the  black  bile. 
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Eile^or  Gall.  A fluid  which  is  fecreted  by  the  liver  into  the 

* gall-bladder,  and  from  thence  pafies  into  the  inteftines, 
in  order  to  promote  digeftion. 

C. 

Cacochymie . An  unhealthy  fiate  of  the  body. 

Caries.  A rottennefs  of  a bone. 

Chyle . A milky  fluid  feparated  from  the  aliment  in  the  in- 
teftines,  and  conveyed  by  the  abforbents  into  the  blood 
to  fupply  the  wafte  of  the  animal  body. 

Chronic.  A difeafe  whofe  progrefs  is  flow,  in  oppofltion  to 
acute. 

Circulation.  The  motion  of  the  blood,  which  is  driven  by 
the  heart  through  the  arteries,  and  returns  by  the  veins. 

Comatofe.  Sleepy. 

Conglobate  Gland.  A Ample  gland. 

Conglomerate.  A compound  gland. 

Contagion.  Infectious  matter. 

Cutis.  The  (kin. 

Cutaneous . Of  or  belonging  to  the  (kin. 

Crifes.  A certain  period  in  the  progrefs  of  a difeafe,  from 
whence  a decided  alteration  either  for  the  better  or  the 
worfe  takes  place. 

Critical.  Decifive  or  important. 

Critical  Days . The  fourth,  fifth,  feventh,  ninth,  eleventh, 
thirteenth,  fourteenth,  feventeenth,  and  twenty- firA* 
are  by  forne  authors  denominated  critical  days,  becaiife 
febrile  complaints  have  been  obferved  to  take  a decifive 
change  at  thefe  periods. 

D. 

Debility.  Weaknefs. 

Delirium.  A temporary  diforder  of  the  mental  faculties. 

Diaphragm.  A membrane  feparating  the  cavity  of  the  chefl: 
from  that  of  the  belly. 

Diuretic.  A medicine  that  promotes  the  fecretion  of  urine. 

Drajlit.  Is  applied  to  inch  purgative  medicines  as  are  vio- 
lent or  harfli  in  their  operation. 


Empyema.  A collection  of  purulent  matter  in  the  cavity  of 
the  breaft. 
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Endemic . A difeafe  peculiar  to  a certain  diftriCtof  country 

Epidemic . A difeafe  generally  infectious. 

Exacerbation,  The  increafe  of  any  difeafe. 

F. 

Fceces . Excrements. 

Foetid,  Emitting  an  offenfive  fmell. 

Foetus,  The  child  before  birth,  or  when  born  before  the 
proper  period,  is  thus  termed. 

Flatulent.  Producing  wind. 

Fungus,  Proud  llefh. 

G. 

Gangrene.  Mortification. 

(dummata.  1 yenereaj  excrefcences. 

(ganglia*  ) 

Qytpnajlic*  Exercife  taken  with  a view  to  pfeferve  or  re- 
ft ore  health. — The  ancient  phyficians  reckoned  this  an 
important  branch  of  medicine. 

H. 

HeStic  Fever.  A flow  con  fuming  fever,  generally  attending 
a bad  habit  of  body,  or  fome  incurable  and  deep  rooted 
difeafe. 

Hemorrhoids.  The  piles. 

Hemorrhage . Difcharge  of  blood. 

Hypochondrtacifm.  Low  fpirits. 

j hypochondriac  vifcera.  The  liver,  fpleen,  &c.  fo  termed 

from  their  fituation  in  the  hypochondriac  or  upper  and 
lateral  parts  of  the  belly. 

I. 

Ichor.  Thin  bad  matter. 

Impojlhume.  A collection  of  purulent  matter. 

Inflammation.  A furcharge  of  blood,  and  an  increafed  aClion 
of  the  vefiels,  in  any  particular  part  of  the  body, 

L. 

Ligature.  Bandage. 

Lixivium.  Ley. 

M. 

Miliary  Eruption . Eruption  of  (mail  pufiules  refembling 

the  feeds  of  millet. 
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Morbific,  Caufing  difeafe,  or  difeafed. 

Mucus . The  matter  difcharged  from  the  nofe,  lungs,  &c. 

Myfentery.  A double  membrane  which  connects  the  intef- 
tines  to  the  back  bone. 

N. 

Nervous . Irritable. 

Naufea . An  inclination  to  vomit. 

Nodes . Enlargements  of  the  bones  produced  by  the  venereal 
difeafe. 

P. 

PeSloral.  Medicines  adapted^  to  cure  difeafes  of  the  breaft. 

Pelvis.  The  bones  fituated  at  the  lower  part  of  the  trunk ; 
thus  named  from  their  refembling  in  fome  meafure  a 
bafon. 

Peritonaeum.  A membrane  lining  the  cavity  of  the  belly  and 
covering  the  inteftines. 

Pericardium . . Membrane  containing  the  heart. 

Perfpiratton.  The  matter  difcharged  from  the  pores  of  the 
fkin  in  form  of  vapour  or  fweat. 

Phlogifion . Is  here  ufed  to  fignify  fomewhat  rendering  the 
air  unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  refpiration. 

Phlegmatic . Watery,  relaxed. 

Plethoric . Replete  with  blood. 

Polypus.  A difeafed  excrefcence,  or  a fubftance  formed  of 
coagulable  lymph,  frequently  found  in  the  large  blood 
veffels. 

Pus . Matter  contained  in  a boil. 

R. 

Regimen . Regulation  of  diet. 

Reftum.  The  ftraight  gut,  in  which  the  faeces  are  con- 
tained. 

Refpiration . The  a&  of  breathing. 

S. 

Saliva . The  fluid  fecreted  by  the  glands  of  the  mouth. 

Sanies . v A thin  bad  matter,  difcharged  from  an  ill  condi- 
tioned fore. 

Scirrhous.  A Rate  of  difeafed  hardnefs. 

Slough . A part  feparated  and  thrown  off  by  fuppuration. 

Spafm.  A difeafed  contraction. 

Spine * The  back  bone. 

Z z 4 Styptic . 
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Styptic.  A medicine  for  flopping  the  difcharge  of  blood. 

Syncope . A fainting  fit  attended  with  a complete  abolition 
of  fenfation  and  thought. 

T. 

Tabes.  A fpecies  of  confumption. 

Temperament . A peculiar  habit  of  body,  of  which  there  are 
generally  reckoned  four,  viz.  the  fanguine,  the  bilious, 
the  melancholic,  and  the  phlegmatic. 

U, 

Vertigo i Giddinefs. 

Ulcer.  An  ill  conditioned  fore. 

Ureters.  T wo  long  and  fmall  canals  which  convey  the  urine 
from  the  kidneys  to  the  bladder. 

Urethra.  The  canal  which  conveys  the  urine  from  the 
bladder, 


i 
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A. 


prefervation  of  health,  103. 


',  Jewifh  and  Mahometan,  well  calculated  for  the 


Abortion,  caufes  and  fymptoms  of,  531.  Means  of  prevention, 
532.  Proper  treatment  in  the  cafe  of,  ibid. 

Abjcejfes,  how  to  be  treated,  308.  573. 

Accidents.  See  Cafualties. 

Acids , of  peculiar  fervice  in  confumptions,  183.  In  putrid  fe~ 
fers,  199.  Not  fuitabie  to  the  mealies,  242. 

Aridities  'll  the  bowels  of  infants,  the  origin  of,  548.  Method 
of  cure,  549. 

Ackworth , foundling  hofpital  at,  caufe  of  the  children  there  be- 
ing afflicted  with  fcabbed  heads,  and  fatal  confequences  of 
their  ill  treatment,  555,  note. 

Addifon , his  remark  on  the  luxury  of  the  table,  95. 

JEther,  very  ferviceabie  in  removing  fits  of  the  afthrna,  409.  Is 
excellent  for  flatulencies,  444. 

AEthiops  mineral,  ftrongly  recommended  by  Dr.  Chcyne  in  in* 
flammations  of  the  eyes,  263. 

Africans , their  treatment  of  children,  11,  note. 

Agaric  of  the  oak,  its  merit  as  a ftyptic,  577.  Method  of  gather- 
ing, preparing,  and  applying  it,  ibid.  note. 

Agriculture , a healthful,  conftant,  and  profitable  employment,  48. 
Is  too  much  negledled  in  favour  of  manufactures,  ibid.  Gar- 
dening the  molt  wholefome  amufement  for  fedentary  perfbns,53. 

Ague*  a fpecies  of  fever  no  perfon  can  miftake,  and  the  proper  me- 
dicine for,  generally  known,  147.  Caufes  of,  148.  Symptoms, 
ifjid.  Regimen  for,  ibid.  Under  a proper  regimen  will  often 
go  ofiy  without  medicine,  150.  Medical  treatment  of,  151. 
Often  degenerates  into  obfiinate  chronical  difeafes,  if  not  ra- 
dically cured,  154.  Peruvian  bark  the  only  medicine  to  be  re- 
lied on  in,  155.  Children  how  to  be  treated  in,  ibid.  Pre- 
ventive medicine  for  thofe  who  live  in  marftiy  countries,  156. 

Airy  confined,  poifonous  to  children,  30.  A free  open  air  will 
fometimes  cure  the  molt  obfiinate  diforders  in  children,  33.  Oc- 
cupations which  injure  the  health  by  un wholefome  air,  37,  49. 
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The  qualities  of,  aft  wore  fenfibly  on  the  body,  than  is  gene- 
rally imagined,  75.  The  leveral  noxious  qualities  of,  fpecified, 
ibid.  In  large  cities,  polluted  by  various  circumftances,  76. 
The  air  in  churches,  how  rendered  unwholefome, ibid.  Houfes 
ought  to  be  ventilated  daily,  78.  The  danger  attending  fmaJI 
apartments,  ibid.  Perfons  whole  bufmefs  confines  them  to  town 
ought  to  deep  in  the  country,  ibid.  High  walls  obftruft  the  free 
current  of  air,  79.  Trees  fnould  not  be  plante\Ljfoo  near  to 
houfesj ibid.  Frelh  air  peculiarly  neceffary  for  the  lick,  80.  The 
fick  in  holpitals  in  more  danger  from  the  want  of  frelh  air,  than 
from  their  diforders,  ibid.  Wholefomenefs  of  the  morning  air, 
84.  The  changeablenefs  of,  one  great  caufe  of  catching  cold, 
126,  Thofe  who  keep  molt  within  doors,  the  moll  fenfible  of 
thefe  changes,  127.  Of  the  night,  to  be  carefully  guarded 
againft,  128.  Frelh  air  often  of  more  efficacy  in  difeales  than 
medicine,  139.  Its  importance  in  fevers,  145.  160.  States  of, 
liable  to  produce  putrid  fevers,  193,  Mull  be  kept  cool  and 
frelh  in  fick  chambers  under  this  diiorder,  199.  Change  of,  one 
of  the  moll  effefluaj  remedies  for  the  hooping-cough,  285.  The 
qualities  of,  a material  confideration  for  allhmatic  patients,  408. 
The  various  ways  by  which  it  may  be  rendered  noxious,  614. 
Confined,  how  to  try,  and  purify,  ibid.  Method  of  recovering 
perfons  poifoned  by  foul  air,  615.  Frelh,  of  the  greateft  im- 
portance in  fainting  fits,  622. 

Aitken>  Mr.  his  treatife  on  the  nature  and  cure  of  fra&ures,  re- 
commended, 594,  note. 

Alcali.  cauhic,  recommended  in  the  Hone,  327.  How  to  prepare 
it,  ibid.  note. 

Aliment  is  capable  of  changing  the  whole  conliitution  of  the  body, 
62.  Will  in  many  cafes  anfwer  every  intention  in  the  cure  of 
difeafes,  ibid.  The  calls  of  hunger  and  third,  Efficient  for  re- 
gulating the  due  quantity  of,  63.  The  quality  of,  how  injured, 
ibid.  A due  mixture  of  vegetables  neceffary  with  our  animal 
food,  65.  To  what  the  bad  effects  of  tea  are  principally  owing, 
65.  Water,  good  and  bad,  diftinguilhed,  66.  Inquiry  into 
the  qualities  of  fermented  liquors,  with  inllrudions  for  the  due 
making  of  them,  69.  The  qualities  of  good  bread,  and  why 
adulterated  by  bakers,  70.  General  rules  for  the  choice  of  food, 
ibid.  Ought  not  to  be  too  uniform,  71.  Meals  ought  to  be 
taken  at  regular  times,  72.  Long  falling  injurious  both  to  old 
and  young,  73.  Breakfalls  and  fuppers,  ibid . Changes  of 

diet  ought  to  be  gradually  made,  74. 

Amaurojis.  See  Gutta  ferena. 

American  Indians,  their  method  of  curing  the  venereal  difeafe,  5 1 3. 

Amufements , fedentary,  improper  for  fedentary  perfons,  51. 
Ought  always  to  be  of  an  adive  kind,  85. 

Anajarca . See  Dropjy. 

Anger , violent  fits  of,  injurious  to  the  conftitutioR,  1 12.  Tran- 
quillity -uf  mind  elfential  to  health,  ibid. 

3 Animal 
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Animal  food,  cautions  in  giving  it  to  children,  18.  Animals  that 
die  of  themfelves,  unfit  for  food,  63.  Overdriven  cattle  ren- 
dered unwholefome,  64.  The  artifices  of  butchers  expofed, 
65.  Too  great  a quantity  of,  generates  the  fcurvy,  ibid. 

Animals  and  plants,  the  analogy  in  the  nourifhment  of,  ftated,  94. 

Anthony's  fire,  St.  See  Eryfipelas. 

Aphtha.  See  Thrujh. 

Apoplexy , who  moft  liable  to  this  diforder,  410.  Cau fes,  ibid. 
Symptoms  and  method  of  cure,  41 1.  Cautions  to  perfons  of 
an  apoplectic  make,  413. 

Apothecaries  weights,  a table  of,  653, 

Apparel . See  Clothing. 

Appetite , want  of,  caufes  and  remedies  for,  417. 

Arbuthnot , Dr.  his  advice  in  the  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  172. 
His  advice  for  perfons  troubled  with  coftivenefs,  415,  note. 

Arfenic , the  e'fFefts  of,  on  the  ftomach,  474.  Medical  treatment 
when  the  fymptoms  appear,  ibid. 

Arts.  See  Manufactures. 

Af cites.  See  Dropfy. 

AJfes  milk,  why  i:  feldom  does  any  good,  179.  Inftruftions  for 
taking  it,  ibid. 

Afihma , the  different  kinds  of  this  diforder  diftinguifhed,  with  its 
caufes,  406.  Symptoms,  407.  Regimen, tibid.  Medical  treat- 
ment, 408.  Remedies  proper  in  the  moift  afihma,  409. 

Atmofphere.  See  Air. 

B. 

Sail's  purging  vermifuge  powder,  preparation  of,  369.  < 

Balfamsy  how  to  prepare.  Anodyne  balfam,  657.  Locatelli's 
balfam,  ibid.  Vulnerary  balfam,  ibid. 

Bandages , tight,  produce  moil  of  the  bad  confequences  attending 
fractured  bones,  595. 

Barky  Peruvian,  the  beft  antidote  for  failors  againft  diforders  on  a 
foreign  coafl,  47.  How  to  be  adminiftered  in  the  ague,  151. 
DiflinCtion  between  the  red  bark  and  quill  bark,  ibid,  note . A 
decoCtion  or  infufion  of,  may  be  taken  by  thofe  who  cannot 
fwallow  it  in  fubftance,  153.  Is  often  adulterated,  ibid,  note . 
Is  the  only  medicine  to  be  depended  on  in  agues,  155.  . How 
it  may  be  rendered  more  palatable,  ibid.  May  be  adminiftered 
by  clyfter,  1 56.  Cold  water  the  beft  menftruum  for  extracting 
the  virtues  of  this  drug,  185.  How  to  be  adminiftered  in  the 
putrid  fever,  202;  and  in  the  eryfipelas,  252.  In  an  inflam- 
mation of  the  eyes,  263.  Its  efficacy  in  a malignant  quinfey, 
274.  In  the  hooping-cough,  288.  A good  medicine  in  vo- 
miting, when  it  proceeds  from  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach,  317. 
Its  efficacy  in  a diabetes,  and  how  to  take  it,  321.  Is  good 
againft  the  piles,  336;  and  worms,  368.  Its  ufe  dangerous 
for  preventing  a fit  of  the  gout,  385.  A good  remedy  in  the 
King's  evil,  401 ; and  in  the  fiuor  albus , 529. 

Barley 
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Barley  water,  hew  made,  165, 

Barrennefs  in  women,  the  general  caofes  of,  542.  Courfe  of  re-> 
lief,  543.  Dr.  Cheyne’s  obfervations  on,  ibid.  note. 

Bath  waters,  good  in  the  gout,  386. 

Bath,  cold,  thegood  effects  of,  on  children,  29.  Recommended 
to  the  ftudious,  62.  Is  peculiarly  excellent  for  ftrengthening 
the  nervous  fyftern,  423.  Therefore  fhould  never  he  omitted 
in  gleets,  501.  Is  good  for  rickety  children,  564.  Cautions 
concerning  the  improper  ufe  of,  in  aduits,  633 — 639, 

Bath,  warm,ofgreat  fervicein  an  inflammation  of  the  Horn  ach,  291. 

Bathing,  a religious  duty  under  the  Judaic  and  Mahometan  laws, 
103.  Is  conducive  to  health,  104. 

Bears  foot,  recommended  as  a powerful  remedy  again!!  worms, 369. 

Beds , inflead  of  being  made  up  again  as  foon  as  perfons  rife  from 
them,  ought  to  be  turned  down  and  expofed  to  the  air,  77.  Bad 
effects  of  too  great  indulgence  in  bed,  84.  Damp,  the  danger 
of,  128.  Soft,  are  injurious  to  the  kidneys,  320.  324. 

Bcert  the  ill  consequences  of  making  it  too  weak,  69.  Perni- 
cious artifices  of  the  dealers  in,  ibid. 

Bells,  parifli,  the'stolling  them  for  the  dead,  a dangerouscuftom,  1 14. 

Biles,  575. 

Bilious  colic,  fymptoms  and  treatment  of,  298, 

Bilious  fever.  See  Fever. 

Bite  of  a mad  dog.  See  Dog. 

Bitters , warm  and  aflringent,  antidotes  to  agues,  1 5 1 - Are  fer- 
viceable  in  vomiting  when  it  proceeds  from  weaknefs  in  the 
ftotnach,  317. 

Bladder , inflammation  of,  its  general  caufes,  305.  Medical 
treatment  of,  ibid. 

Bladder,  done  in.  See  Stone . 

Blafi . See  Eryfipelas. 

Bleeding , cautions  for  the  operation  of,  in  fevers,  146.  In  the  ague, 
150.  Its  importance  in  the  acute  continual  fever,  161.  In  the 
pleurify,  166.  When  neceflary  in  an  inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
173.  Caution  againfl,  in  a nervous  fever,  192.  In  the  putrid 
fever,  201.  In  the  miliary  fever,  209.  When  neceflary  in  the 
fmall-pox,  221.  When  ufeful  in  the  meafles,  243.  When  ne- 
ceflary  in  the  bilious  fever,  247.  Under  what  circumflances 
proper  in  the  eryfipelas,  251.  Mode  of,  proper  in  an  inflam- 
mation of  the  brain,  25  7.  Is  always  neceflary  in  an  inflamma- 
tion of  the  eyes,  261.  When  proper,  and  improper,  in  a cough, 
280.  When  proper  in  the  hooping  cough,  285.  Is  almoft  ihe 
only  thing  to  be  depended  on  in  an  inflammation  of  the  flomach, 
290.  And  in  an  inflammation  of  the  inteflines,  Z92.  Is  ne- 
ceflary  in  an  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  303.  Its  ufe  in  a 
fuppreflion  of  urine,  3 23.  Is  proper  in  an  afthma,  409.  dan- 
gerous in  fainting  fits,  without  due  camion,  442.  Cautions  pro- 
per in  the  puerperal  fever,  539.  Is  an  operation  generally  per- 
formed by  perfons  who  do  not  qnderftand  when  is  is  proper, 570. 
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In  what  cafes  it  ought  to  be  had  recourfe  to,  ibid.  The  quan- 
tity taken  away,  how  to  be  regulated,  571.  General  rules  for 
the  operation,  ibid . Obje&ions  to  bleeding  by  leeches,  572. 
Prevailing  prejudices  relating  to  bleeding,  ibid.  The  arm  the 
mo  ft  commodious  part  to  take  blood  from,  573. 

Bleeding  at  the  nofe,  fpontaneous,  is  of  more  fervice,  where  bleed- 
ing is  necefiary,  than  the  operation  with  the  lancet,  321. 
Ought  not  to  be  flopped  without  due  confideracicn,  ibid.  How 
to  flop  it  when  necefiary,  332.  Cautions  to  prevent  frequent 
returns  of,  334. 

Blind  perfons,  when  born  fo,  might  be  educated  to  employments 
fuited  to  their  capacity,  456,  note. 

BliJIers , peculiarly  advantageous  in  the  nervous  fever,  192.  When 
only  to  be  applied  in  the  putrid  fever,  201.  When  proper  in 
the  miliary  fever,  209.  Seldom  fail  to  remove  the  moft  obfti- 
nate  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  262.  A good  remedy  in  the 
quinfey,  269.  Proper  for  a violent  hooping-cough,  288.  Is 
one  of  the  belt  remedies  for  an  inflammation  of  the  flomach, 
291.  Are  efficacious  in  the  tcoth-ach,  359. 

Blood,  involuntary  difcnarges  of,  often  falutary, ‘and  ought  not 
to  be  ralhly  flopped,  329.  The  feveral  kinds  of  thefe  dif- 
charges,  with  their  ufual  caufes,  ibid.  Methods  of  cure,  330. 

Bloody  fpitting  of,  who  mofl  fubjedl  to,  and  at  what  feafons,  337. 
Its  caufes,  ibid.  Symptoms,  339.  Proper  regimen  in,  ibid . 
Medical  treatment,  340.  Cautions  for  perfons  fubjedltoit,  341. 

Bloody  vomiting  of,  its  caufes  and  fymptoms,  341.  Medical 
treatment,  342. 

Blood- (hot  eye,  how  to  cure,  450. 

Bloody -ft.  ux.  See  Dyfentery. 

Boerbaa've , his  obfervation  on  drefs,  93,  note.  His  mechanical 
expedients  to  relieve  an  inflammation  of  the  brain,  256. 

Bolufes,  general  rules  for  the  preparing  of,  658.  The  aftringent 
bolus,  ibid.  Diaphoretic  bolus,  ibid.  Mercurial  bolus,  ibid . 
Bolus  of  rhubarb  and  mercury,  659.  Pedloral  bolus,  ibid. 
Purging  bolus,  ibid. 

Bonesy  the  exfoliation  of,  a very  flow  operation,  583.  Bones, 
broken,  often  fuccefsfully  undertaken  by  ignorant  operators, 
593.  Regimen  to  be  adopted  after  the  accident,  594.  Hints 
of  conduit  if  the  patient  is  confined  to  his  bed,  ibid.  Clean- 
linefs  to  be  regarded  during  this  confinement,  595.  The  limb 
not  to  be  kept  continually  on  the  flretch,  ibid.  Cautions  to 
be  observed  in  fetting  a bone,  ibid.  Tight  bandages  con- 
demned, 596.  How  to  keep  the  limb  fteady  by  an  eafy  me- 
thod, ibid.  Fradtures  of  the  ribs,  ibid. 

Bowels,  inflammation  of.  See  Stomach.  ' 

Boys,  the  military  exercife  proper  for  them,  26. 

Braidwood , Mr.  his  (kill  in  teaching  the  dumb  to  fpeak,  461,  note. 

Brain,  inflammation  of,  who  moft  iiable  to  it,  with  its  caufes 
and  fymptoms,  254,  Regimen,  Z56,  Medical  treatment,  257. 

Bread, 
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Bread , proper  food  for  children,  as  foon  as  they  can  chew  it,  i ja 
A cruft  of,  the  beft  gum-flick,  Hid.  The  beft  modes  of  pre- 
paring it  in  food  for  children,  18.  Good,  the  qualities  of, 
and  for  what  purpofe  adulterated  by  the  bakers,  70.  Toafted, 
a deeo&ion  of,  good  to  check  the  vomiting  in  a cholera  mor- 
bus, 310. 

Brimjlone.  See  Sulphur . 

Broth , gelatinous,  recommended  in  the  dyfentery,  how  to  make, 
347* 

Brui/es , why  of  worfe  confequence  than  wounds,  582.  Proper 
treatment  of,  ibid.  The  exfoliation  of  injured  bones  a very 
flow  operation,  583.  How  to  cure  fores  occafioned  by,  ibid. 

Buboes , two  kinds  of,  diftinguifhed,  with  their  proper  treat- 
ment, 504. 

Burdens , heavy,  injurious  to  the  lungs,  40. 

Burgundy  pitch,  a plafter  of,  between  the  fhoulders,  an  excellent 
remedy  in  a cough,  281.  In  a hooping-cough,  288.  And 
for  children  in  teething,  560. 

Burials , the  dangers  attending  their  being  allowed  in  the  midft  of 
populous 'towns,  76. 

Burns , flight,  how  to  cure,  580.  Treatment  of,  when  violent, 
ibid.  Extraordinary  cafe  of,  581.  Liniment  for,  680. 

Butchers , their  profeflional  artifices  explained,  and  condemned,  65* 

Butter  ought  to  be  very  fparingly  given  to  children,  21. 

C. 

Cabbage  leaves,  topical  application  of,  in  a pleurify,  167. 

Camphor , why  of  little  ufe  in  eye-waters,  662. 

Camphorated  oil,  preparation  of,  684. 

Camphorated  fpirit  of  wine,  699. 

Camps , the  greateft  neceflity  of  confulting  cleanlinefs  in,  103. 

Cancer , its  different  ftages  defcribed,  with  the  producing  caufes, 
466.  Symptoms,  467.  Regimen,  and  medical  treatment, 
468.  Dr.  Storck’s  method  of  treating  this  diforder,  469. 
Cautions  for  avoiding  it,  472. 

Cancer  fcroti , a diforder  peculiar  to  chimney-fweepers,  owing  to 
want  of  cleanlinefs,  100,  note. 

Carriages , the  indulgence  of,  a facrifice  of  health  to  vanity,  82. 

Carrot , wild,  recommended  in  the  ftone,  328. 

Carrot  poultice  for  cancers,  how  to  prepare,  471. 

Ca/ualties , which  apparently  put  an  end  to  life,  neceflary  cau* 
tions  refpe&ing,  600.  608.  613.  631. 

* fubftances  flopped  in  the  gullet,  602. 

- — drowning,  609. 

— ■ noxious  vapours,  613. 

extremity  of  cold,  616. 

extreme  heat,  618. 

Cataplafms , their  general  intention,  659.  Preparation  of  the 
difcutient  cataplafm,  ibid.  Ripening  cat^plafm,  ibid. 

Cataratff 
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Catarag,  the  diforder  and  its  proper  treatment  defcribed,  458. 

Cattle , ftall  fed,  are  unwholefome  food,  64.  Over-driven,  are 
killed  in  a high  fever,  ibid.  The  artifices  of  butchers  ex- 
pofed,  65. 

Cellars , long  (hut,  ought  to  be  cautioufly  opened,  78.  And 
funk  ftories  of  houfes,  unhealthy  to  live  in,  130-  Of  liquors 
in  a flate  of  fermentation,  dangerous  to  enter,  614.  How  to 
purify  the  air  in,  ibid. 

C elf  us,  his  rules  for  the  prefervation  of  health,  134. 

Chancres , defcribed,  506.  Primary,  how  to  treat,  ibid . Symp- 
tomatic, 507. 

Charcoal  fire,  the  danger  of  fleeping  in  the  fume  of,  613. 

Charity , the  proper  exercife  of,  43. 

Cbeyne , Dr.  his  perfuafive  to  the  ufe  of  exercife,  83.  His  judg- 
ment of  the  due  quantity  of  urine,  not  to  be  relied  on,  124. 
Strongly  recommends  Asthiops  mineral  in  inflammations  of  the 
eyes,  263.  His  obfervations  on  barrennefs,  543,  note. 

Chilblains , caufe  of,  556.  How  to  cure,  ibid. 

Child-bed  women,  how  to  be  treated  under  a miliary  fever,  210. 

Child-bed  fever.  See  Fever. 

Child  birth,  the  feafon  of,  requires  due  care  after  the  labour  pains 
are  over,  533.  Medical  advice  to  women  in  labour,  534.  Ill 
effe&s  of  coile&ing  a number  of  women  on  fuch  occafions,  535, 
note.  How  to  guard  againft  the  miliary  fever,  538.  Symptoms 
of  the  puerperal  fever,  ibid.  Proper  treatment  of  this  fever, 
539.  General  cautions  for  women  at  this  feafon,  541,  542. 

Children , their  difeafes  generally  acute,  and  delay  dangerous,  6. 
Their  diforders  lefs  complicated,  and  eafier  cured,  than  thofe  of 
adults,  ibid.  Are  often  the  heirs  of  the  difeafes  of  their  parents, 
7.  Thofe  born  of  difeafed  parents,  require  peculiar  care  ia 
the  nurfing,  8.  Are  often  killed  or  deformed  by  injudicious 
clothing,  ibid.  How  treated  in  Africa,  11,  note.  The  ufual 
caufes  of  deformity  in,  explained,  ibid.  Their  clothes  ought 
to  be  fattened  on  with  firings,  13.  General  rule  for  clothing 
them,  14.  Cleanlinefs  an  important  article  in  their  drefs* 
ibid.  The  milk  of  the  mother  the  moft  natural  food  for,  15. 
Abfurdity  of  giving  them  drugs  as  their  firft  food,  16.  The 
beft  method  of  expelling  the  meconium,  ibid.  How  they  ought 
to  be  weaned  from  the  breafl,  17.  A cruft  of  bread  the  beft 
gum-ftick  for  them,  ibid.  How  to  prepare  bread  in  their 
food,  18.  Cautions  as  to  giving  them  animal  food,  ibid. 
Cautions  as  to  the  quantity  of  their  food,  ibid.  Errors  in  the 
quality  of  their  food  more  frequent  than  in  the  quantity,  19. 
The  food  of  adults  improper  for  children,  ibid.  Strong  li- 
quors expofe  them  to  inflammatory  diforders,  ibid.  Ill  effects 
of  unripe  fruit,  20.  Butter,  21.  Honey,  a wholefome  arti- 
cle of  food  for  them,  ibid.  The  importance  of  exercife  to 
promote  their  growth  and  ttrength,  ibid.  Rules  for  their  ex- 
ercife, 22.  Poverty  of  parents  occafions  their  neglefl  of  chil- 
dren. 
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dren,  23.  The  utility  of  exercife  demonflrated  from  the  erf* 
ganica!  drudure  of  children,  24.  Fhilofophical  arguments 
Ihewing  the  neceliuy  of  exercife,  ibid . Ought  not  to  be  fent 
to  fchool  too  foon,  25.  Nor  be  put  too  foon  to  labour,  28. 
Dancing  an  excellent  exercife  for  them,  29,  The  cold  bath* 
ibid.  Want  of  wholefome  air  dedru&ive  to  children,  30.  To 
wrap  them  up  ciofe  in  cradles,  pernicious,  32.  Are  treated 
like  plants  in  a hot-houfe,  ibid.  The  ufual  faulty  conduft  of 
nurfes  pointed  out,  34.  Are  crammed  with  cordials  by  in- 
dolent nurfes,  35.  Eruptions  ignorantly  treated  by  nurfes, 
ibid.  Loofe  ftools,  the  proper  treatment  of,  ibid.  Every 
method  ought  to  be  taken  to  make  them  ftrong  and  hardy,  37. 
Indications  of  the  fmall~pox  in,  214. 

Chincough.  See  Cough. 

Cholera  morbus , the  oiforder  defined,  with  its  caufes  and  fymp- 
toms,  309.  Medical  treatment,  310. 

Churches , the  feveral  circumftances  that  render  the  air  in,  urt- 
wholefome,  76. 

Churching  of  women  after  lying-in,  a dangerous  cuflom,  542. 

Churchyards , the  bad  confeauences  of  having  them  in  large 
towns,  76. 

Cities , large,  the  air  in,  contaminated  by  various  means,  76.  The 
bad  effe&s  of  burying  the  dead  in,  ibid.  Koufes  ought  to  be 
ventilated  daily,  77.  The  danger  attending  final!  apartments, 
78.  All  who  can  ought  to  deep  in  the  country,  ibid.  Diforders 
that  large  towns  are  peculiarly  hurtful  to,  79.  Cleanlinefs 
not  fufficiently  attended  to  in,  101.  Should  be  fupplied  with 
plenty  of  water,  105,  note.  The  belt  means  to  guard  again!! 
infection  in,  109. 

Clare , Mr.  his  method  of  applying  faline  preparations  of  mercury 
in  venereal  cafes,  512. 

Cleanlinefsy  an  important  article  of  attention  in  the  drefs  of  chil- 
dren, 14;  and  to  fedentary  artifts,  52.  finery  in  drefs  often 
covers  dirt,  93.  Is  necelfary  to  health,  100.  Diforders  origi- 
, nating  from  the  want  of,  ibid.  Is  not  fulhciently  attended  to  in 
large  towns,  101 . Nor  by  country  peafants,  102.  Great  atten- 
tion paid  to,  by  the  ancient  Romans,  ibid.  note.  Neceflity  of 
confuhing  cleanlinefs  in  camps,  103.  Was  the  principal  object 
of  the  whole  fyflem  of  the  Jewifh  laws,  ibid.  Is  a great  part'of 
the  religion  of  the  Eaftern  countries,  ibid.  Bathing  and  walk- 
ing greatly  cbnducive  to  health,  104.  Cleanlinefs  peculiarly 
neceffary  on  board  of  fhip-s,  ibid,  and  to  the  lick,  ibid.  Gene- 
ral remarks  on,  105.  Many  diforders  may  be  cured  by  clean- 
linefs alone,  140.  The  want  of,  a very  general  caufe  of  putrid 
fevers,  196.  Is  a great  prefervative  agavnft  venereal  infection* 
517  ; and  again!!  galling  in  infants,  550. 

Clergy , exhorted  to  remove  popular  prejudices  again!!  inocula- 
tion, 231,  Might  do  great  good  by  undertaking  the  pradlice 
of  it  themfelves,.  2.36. 

Clothing. y 
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Clothing , the  only  natural  ufe  of,  9.  That  of  children,  has  be- 
come a fecret  art,  10.  Ought  to  be  fattened  on  infants  with 
firings  inftead  of  pins,  13.  Pernicious  con  fequences  of  flays,  14. 
Importance  of  cleanlinefs  to  children,  ibid.  The  due  quantity 
of,  dictated  by  the  climate,  94.  Should  be  increafed  in  the  de- 
cline of  life,  ibid,  and  adapted  to  the  feafons,  ibid.  Is  often 
hurtful  by  being  made  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  of  vanity, 

9 1 . Pernicious  confequences  of  attempting  to  mend  the  fhape 
by  drefs,  ibid.  Stays,  ibid.  Shoes,  ibid.  Garters,  buckles, 
and  other  bandages,  92,  The  perfection  of,  to  be  eafy  and 
clean,  93.  General  remarks  on,  ibid.  Wet,  the  danger  of, 
and  how  to  guard  againftit,  127. 

Clyjlers , a proper  form  of,  for  an  inflammation  of  the  ftomacb, 
291.  And  for  an  inflammation  of  the  inteftines,  293.  Of  to- 
bacco fmoke,  its  efficacy  in  procuring  a ftool,  300,  note.  Of 
chicken  broth  falutary  in  the  cholera  morbus , 310.  Their 
ufe  in  fuppreflion  of  urine,  323.  Ought  to  be  frequently  ad- 
miniftered  in  the  puerperal  fever,  539.  Of  tobacco,  to  excite  a 
vomit,  606.  Of  tobacco  fumes,  taltimulate  the  inteftines,  610. 
The  general  intention  of,  660.  Preparation  of  the  emollient 
clyfter,  661.  Laxative  clyfter,  ibid.  Carminative  clyfter,  ibid. 
Oily  clyfter,  ibid.  Starch  clyfter,  662.  Turpentine  clyfter, 
ibid.  Vinegar  clyfter,  ibid. 

C celiac  pajfion , proper  treatment  for,  351. 

Coffee  berries  recommended  in  the  ftcne,  328. 

Cold , extreme,  its  effeCts  on  the  human  frame,  616.  The  fudden 
application  of  heat  dangerous  in  fuch  cafes,  ibid.  How  to  re- 
cover frozen  or  benumbed  limbs,  617. 

Cold  Bath.  See  Bath. 

Colds , frequently  occafioned  by  imprudent  changes  of  clothes  at 
the  firft  approaches  of  fummer,  90,  note.  Various  caufes  of, 
fpecified,  126.  Their  general  caufes,  276.  Proper  regimen 
on  the  fymptoms  of,  appearing,  ibid.  Danger  of  neg- 
lecting the  diforder,  278.  The  chief  fecret  for  avoiding, 
280. 

Colic , different  fpecies  of,  296.  Medical  treatment  of,  according 
to  their  fpecies  and  caufes,  297.  Bilious  colic,  298.  Hyfteric 
colic,  299.  Nervous  colic,  ibid.  Cautions  neceffary  to  guard 
againft  the  nervous  colic,  300.  General  advice  in  colics, 
301. 

Colly ria.  See  Eye  waters. 

Commerce^ often  imports  infe&ious  diforders,  107.  Means  fug- 
gefted  to  guard  againft  this  danger,  108,  note . 

Confedions  often  very  needlefsly  compounded,  663.  Prepara- 
tion  of  the  Japonic  confeCtion,  664. 

Conferees  and  Preferves , general  remarks  on,  and  their  compofi- 
tion,  664.  Of  red  rofes,  ibid.  Of  floes,  665.  Candied 
orange-peel,  ibid. 

Conftitution , good  or  bad,  the  foundation  of,  generally  laid  dur- 
ing infancy,  1. 

3 A Cm* 


INDEX. 


Confumptions , the  increafe  of  this  diforder  may  be  attributed  to 
hard  drinking,  97.  Who  moft  liable  to,  and  its  caufes,  174. 
Symptoms,  176.  Regimen,  177.  Riding,  ibid.  Much  be- 
nefit to  be  expeded  from  going  a long  voyage,  178.  Travel- 
ling, ibid . Diet,  179.  Great  efficacy  of  milk  in,  ibid.  Me- 
dical treatment,  182. 

U — Nervous,  defined,  and,  the  perfons  moll  liable  to, 

186.  Proper  treatment  of,  ibid. 

* Symptomatic,  the  treatment  of,  mull  be  direded  to 

the  producing  caufe,  187. 

Con<vulfons , why  new-born  infants  are  fo  liable  to,  12.  Thofe 
preceding  the  eruption  in  the  fmall-pox  favourable  fymptoms, 
217.  The  general  caufes  of,  565.  Proper  treatment  of,  566. 
Extraordinary  recovery  of  an  infant  feemingly  killed  by,  629. 
Farther  inftrudions  in  like  cafes,  630. 

Cooky  Captain,  the  circumnavigator,  his  means  of  preferving  the 
health  of  his  men,  46,  note . 

Cookery , the  arts  of,  render  many  things  unwholefome,  that  are 
not  naturally  fo,  67. 

Cordials,  ought  not  to  be  given  to  infants,  3 6.  Are  the  common 
refuge  of  nurfes  who  negled  their  duty  to  children,  35.  Are 
often  fatal  in  an  inflammation  of  the  flomacb,  290.  When  good 
in  the  colic,  297.  Ought  not  to  be  given  to  a pregnant  wo- 
man during  labour,  534. 

Corny  damaged,  will  produce  the  putrid  fever,  193. 

Corns  in  the  fpet  are  occafloned  by  wearing  tight  flioes,  91. 

Cortex.  See  Bark. 

CoJU'venefs , a frequent  recourfe  to  medicines  for  the  prevention  of, 
injurious  to  the  conflitution,  122.  Is  rather  to  be  removed  by 
diet  than  by  drugs,  123.  Its  general  caufes,  and  ill  efieds, 
414.  Regimen,  ibid.  Remedies  for,  436. 

Cough , the  proper  remedies  for,  280.  A plafter  of  Burgundy 
pitch  laid  between  the  flioulders  an  excellent  remedy  for,  281. 
The  llomach  cough,  and  cough  of  the  lungs,  diftinguifhed, 
282.  Treatment  for  the  nervous  cough,  283. 

Cough,  hooping,  who  moft  liable  to,  with  its  difpoflng  caufes, 
284.  Remedies,  285.  Is  infectious,  ibid.  Vomits*  their  ufe, 
and  how  to  adminifter  them  to  children,  286.  Garlic  oint- 
ment a good  remedy  for,  287. 

Cough y phthificai,  incident  to  fedentary  artificers,  from  their 
breathing  confined  air,  49. 

Cradles , on  many  accounts  hurtful  to  children,  32. 

Cramp , proper  remedies  for,  451. 

Cramp  of  the  ftomach , who  moft  fubjed  to,  438.  Medical  treat- 
ment of,  ibid. 

Crotchet s,  how  to  ufe  for  extrading  fubftances  detained  in  the 
gullet,  603. 

Croup  in  children,  defcribed,  557.  Its  fymptoms  and  proper 
treatment,  ibid. 

Cyder , the  ill  confequences  of  making  it  too  weak,  69. 

Dancing , 
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Dancing , an  excellent  kind  of  exercife  for  young  perfons,  29, 

Daucus  fylvejlris,  See  Carrot. 

Deafnefsy  when  a favourable  fymptom  in  the  putrid  fever,  198, 
note . Methods  of  cure,  according  to  its  caufes,  461. 

Death , the  evidences  of,  fometimes  fallacious,  and  ought  not  to 
be  too  foon  credited,  601.  608.  612.  631.  The  means  to  be 
ufed  for  the  recovery  of  perfons  from,  nearly  the  fame  in  all 
cafes,  632. 

Decoftions , general  remarks  on,  663.  Preparation  of  thedeco&ion. 
of  althaea,  ibid.  Common  deco&ion,  666.  Of  logwood, 
ibid.  Of  bark,  ibid.  Compound  deco&ion  of  bark,  ibid. 
Of  farfaparilla,  667.  Offeneka,  ibid.  White  decodion ,ibid. 

Deformity , often  oecafioned  by  the  injudicious  manner  of  drefiing 
children,  9.  Is  feldom  found  among  favage  nations,  10. 
The  ufual  caufes  of,  explained,  ibid. 

Dews,  night,  dangerous  to  health,  228. 

Diabetes , who  molt  liable  to  this  diforder,  319.  Its  caufes  and 
fymptoms,  ibid . Regimen,  and  medical  treatment,  320. 

Diftinguifhed  from  incontinency  of  urine,  322. 

Diarrhoea.  See  Loofenefs . 

Diety  will  often  anfwer  all  the  indications  of  cure  in  difeafes,  138, 
Illuftrations,  139.  See  Aliment. 

Digeftion , the  powers  of,  equally  impaired  by  repletion  or  inani- 
tion, 72. 

Difeafes , hereditary,  cautions  to  perfons  affli&ed  with,  8.  Pecu- 
liar diforders  attending  particular  occupations,  38.  Many  of 
them  infectious,  106.  The  knowledge  of,  depends  more  upon 
experience  and  obfervation  than  upon  fcientifical  principles,  1 35. 
Are  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  moft  obvious  and  permanent 
fymptoms,  ibid.  The  differences  of  fex,  age,  and  conftifution, 
to  be  considered,  136.  Of  the  mind,  to  be  diftinguifhed  from 
thofe  of  the  body,  ibid.  Climate,  fituation,  and  occupation,  to 
be  attended  to,  137.  Other  collateral  circumftances,  ibid. 
Many  indications  of  cure,  to  be  anfwered  by  diet  alone,  138, 
Cures  often  effected  by  frefh  air,  by  exercife,  or  by  cleanlinefs, 
J39.  Nervous  difeafes,  of  a complicated  nature,  and  difficult 
to  cure,  420. 

Difocationiy  fhould  be  reduced  before  the  fwellingand  inflamma- 
tion come  on,  and  how,  587.  Of  the  jaw,  588.  Of  the 
neck,  589.  Of  the  ribs,  590.  Of  the  fhoulder,  ibid.  Of.  the 
elbow,  591.  Of  the  thigh,  592.  Of  the  knees,  ancles,  and 
toes,  ibid. 

Diuretic  inf uf on  for  the  Dropjy,  how  to  prepare,  377,  378. 

Dog,  fymptoms  of  madnefs  in,  477.  Ought  to  be  carefully  pre- 
served after  biting  any  perfon,  to  afcertain  whetherche  is  mad' 
or  not,  478.  Is  often  reputed  mad  when  he  is  not  fo,  ibid . 
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Symptoms  of  the  bite  of  a mad  dog,  479.  The  poifon  cannot 
lie  many  years  dormant  in  the  body,  as  is  fuppofed,  ibid.  Dr» 
Mead’s  receipt  for  the  bite,  480.  The  famous  Eaft  Indian  fpe- 
cific  for,  ibid.  Other  recipes,  481.  Vinegar  of  confiderabie 
fervice  in  this  diforder,  ibid.  Medical  courfe  of  treatment  re- 
commended, ibid.  Regimen,  481.  Dipping  in  the  fea  not 
to  be  relied  on,  483.  Dr.  Tiffot’s  medical  courfe  for  the  cure 
of  the  hydrophobia,  484.  Remarks  on  the  Ormlkirk  medi- 
cine, 485,  note. 

Dofes  of  medicines,  the  relative  proportions  of,  for  different  ages, 

653. 

Drams  ought  to  be  avoided  by  perfons  afili&ed  with  nervous  dif- 
orders,  423. 

Draught , is  the  proper  form  for  fuch  medicines  as  are  intended  for 
immediate  operation,  668.  How  to  prepare  the  anodyne 
draught,  ibid.  Diuretic  draught,  ibid.  Purging  draught, 
ibid.  Sweating  draught,  669.  Vomiting  draught,  ibid. 
Dre/s.  See  Clothing. 

Drinking , perfons  who  are  feldom  intoxicated  may  neverthelefs 
injure  their  conftitutions  by,  97.  The  habit  of  drinking  fre- 
quently originates  from  misfortunes,  98.  Frequently  deftroys 
the  powers  of  the  mind,  99.  Perfons  often  forced  to  it  by 
millaken  hofpitality,  ibid,  note . Leads  to  other  vices,  ibid. 
Dropfy,  the  feveral  diftin&ions  of,  with  its  caufes,  374.  Symp- 
toms, 375.  Regimen,  376.  Medical  treatment,  577.  Tap- 
ping, a fafe  and  limple  operation,  379. 

Dropfy  of  the  brain . See  Water  in  the  head . 

Drowned  perfons,  ought  not  to  be  ralhly  given  up  for  dead,  608. 
Proper  trials  for  the  recovery  of,  ibid.  Endeavours  ought  not 
to  be  fufpended  upon  the  firk  returns  of  life,  612.  Succefs  of 
the  Amfterdam  fociety  for  the  recovery  of,  631. 

Drunkennefs.  See  Intoxication. 

Dumb  perfons  may  be  taught  to  read,  write,  and  difcourfe,  461, 
note . 

Dyfentery , where  and  when  mok  prevalent,  345.  Its  caufes  and 
fymptoms,  ibid.  Regimen,  346.  Fruit,  one  of  the  bek  remedies 
for,  348.  Proper  drink  for,  349.  Medical  treatment,  ibid. 
Cautions  to  prevent  a relapfe,  350. 

E. 

Ear,  the  feveral  injuries  it  is  liable  to,  460.  Deafnefs,  meaical 
treatment  of,  according  to  its  caufes,  461.  Ought  not  to  be 
tampered  with,  462. 

Ear-ach,  its  caufes,  and  proper  treatment  for,  360.  How  to 
drive  infers  out  of,  ibid. 

Education  of  children,  fhould  be  begun  at  home  by  the  parents, 
25,  note . That  of  girls  hurtful  to  their  conkitution,  27. 
Effluvia,  putrid,  will  occafion  the  fpotted  fever,  195. 

Elittricity  beneficial  in  the  palfy,  431. 
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Ekdluaries , general  rules  for  making,  669.  Preparation  of  leni- 
tive eleduary,  670.  Ele&uary  for  the  dyfentery,  ibid.  For 
the  epilepfy,  ibid.  For  the  gonorrhcea,  ibid.  Of  the  bark, 
671.  For  the  piles,  ibid . For  the  palfy,  ibid.  For  the 

rheumatifm,  ibid. 

Elixir , paregoric,  how  to  prepare,  698.  Sacred  elixir,  ibid . 
Stomachic  elixir,  ibid.  Acid  elixir  of  vitriol,  699. 

Emuljions , their  ules,  672.  Preparation  of  the  common  emulfion, 
ibid.  Arabic  emulfion,  ibid.  Camphorated  emulfion,  ibid. 
Emulfion  of  gum  ammoniac,  ibid.  Oily  emulfion,  673. 

Engleman , Dr.  his  account  of  the  German  method  of  recovering 
perfons  from  fainting  fits,  622. 

Entrails.  See  Intejline't. 

Epilepfy , the  diforcer  defined,  432.  Its  caufes  and  fymptoms, 
433.  Due  regimen,  434.  Medical  treatment,  ibid. 

Eruption  in  children  often  free  them  from  bad  humours,  but  are 
miftaken  and  ill-treated  by  nurfes,  35.  Ought  never  to  be 
Hopped  without  proper  advice,  36.  In  fevers,  how  to  be 
treated,  193.  201.  207.  209.  In  the  fmall-pox,  217.  221. 
In  children,  the  caufes  of,  551.  How  to  cure,  554. 

Eryfipelas , a diforder  incident  to  the  laborious,  41.  Its  caufes 
explained,  and  who  moft  fubjett  to  it,  249.  Its  fymptoms, 
ibid.  Regimen,  250.  Medical  treatment,  253.  The  fcor- 
butic  eryfipelas,  253.  Inftru&ions  for  thofe  who  are  fubjedl 
to  this  diforder,  ibid. 

Evacuations  of  the  human  body,  the  principal,  fpecified,  12 1. 
By  ftool,  ibid.  Urine,  123.  Perfpiration,  125* 

Exercife , the  importance  cf,  to  promote  the  growth  ajid  ftrength 
of  children,  21.  All  young  animals  exert  their  organs  of 
motion  as  foon  as  they  are  able,  22.  The  utility  of,  proved 
from  anatomical  confiderations,  24.  And  from  philofophicai 
deductions,  ibid.  Military  exercife  recommended  for  boys,  26. 
Benefits  of  dancing,  29.  Is  better  for  fedentary  perfons  under 
lownefs  of  fpirits  than  the  tavern,  52.  Gardening  the  beft 
exercife  for  the  fedentary,  53.  Violent,  ought  not  to  be  taken 
immediately  after  a full  meal,  61.  Is  as  neceftary  as  food 
for  the  preservation  of  health,  81.  Our  love  of  activity,  an 
evidence  of  its  utility,  82.  Indolence  relaxes  the  folids,  ibid . 
The  indulgence  of  carriages  as  abfurd  as  pernicious,  ibid.  Is 
almolt  the  only  cure  for  glandular  obftru&ions,  83.  Will  pre- 
vent and  remove  thofe  diiorders  that  medicine  cannot  cure,  ibid. 
Is  the  belt  cure  for  complaints  in  the  ftomach,  84.  How  to  be 
taken  within  doors,  when  not  to  be  done  in  the  open  air,  85. 
Active  fports  better  than  fedentary  amufements,  ibid.  The 
golf,  a better  exercife  than  cricket,  ibid.  note.  Exercife  fhould 
not  be  extended  to  fatigue,  86.  Is  as  neceftary  for  the  mind 
as  for  the  body,  1 18.  Is  often  of  more  efficacy  than  any  me- 
dicine whatever,  139.  The  beft  mode  of  taking  it  in  a cpn- 
fumption,  1 77.  Is  of  the  greateft  importance  in  a dropfy,  376. 

3 A 3 Mufcular, 
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Mufcular,  for  the  gout,  385.  Is  neceflary  for  the  aflhmattc, 
408.  Is  fuperior  to  all  medicine  in  nervous  diforders,  423. 
And  in  the  pal fy,  432.  Is  proper  for  pregnant  women,  un- 
lefs  they  are  of  a very  delicate  texture,  533.  Want  cf,  the 
occaflon  of  rickets  in  children,  563. 

. Extracts , general  rules  for  making  ; but  are  more  conveniently 
purchaffid  ready  made,  673. 

Eyes,  inflammation  of,  its  general  caufes,  258.  Symptoms,  259. 
Medical  treatment,  260.  How  to  be  treated  when  it  proceeds 
from  a fcrophulous  habit,  263.  Advice  to  thofe  who  are  fub- 
jedt  to  this  complaint,  264.^  Are  fubjedl  to  many  difeafes 
which  are  difficult  to  cure,  456.  The  means  by  which  they 
are  frequently  injured,  457.  General  means  of  prevention, 
ibid.  The  feveral  diicrders  of,  with  their  medical  treatment, 
458. 

Eye-waters,  general  remarks  on,  and  their  principal  intentions, 
66 2.  Collynum  of  alum,  6 63.  Vitriolic  coiiyrium,  ibid . 
Collyrium  of  lead,  ibid* 

F. 

Fainting- jits,  how-  to  cure,  441.  618.  Cautions  to  perfons  fub- 

jedt  to  them,  623. 

Failing  f.cknefs  See  Epilepfy. 

Fajiing , long,  injurious  to  thofe  who  labour  hard,  43.  Is  hurt- 
ful both  to  old  and  young,  73. 

Fathers , culpably  inattentive  to  the  management  of  their  chil- 
dren, 5.  Their  irregular  lives  often  injure  the  conflnution 
of  their  children,  7. 

Fear , the  influence  of,  very  great,  in  occafloning  and  aggravat- 
ing difeales,  1 12.  Its  various  operations,  1 1 3. 

Feet,  injured  by  wearing  tight  Aloes,  91.  The  walking  of,  an 
agreeable  article  of  cleanlinefs,  104.  Wet,  the  danger  of,  127. 
Bathing  them  in  warm  water,  a good  remedy  in  a cold,  279. 
And  in  the  hooping  -cough,  288 

Fermentation,  the  vapour  of  liquors  in  a ftate  of,  noxious,  614. 

Fevers,  of  a bad  kind,  often  occafloned  among  labourers  by  poor 
living,  43.  Frequently  attack  fedentary  perfons  after  hard 
drinking,  52.  Nervous,  often  the  confequence  of  intenfe  ftudy, 
37.  Putrid  and  malignant,  often  occafloned  by  want  of  clean - 
Imefs,  100  The  molt  general  caufes  of,  enumerated,  140. 
The  diftinguifliNg  fymptoms  of,  141.  The  feveral  fpecies  of, 
ibid.  Is  an  effort  of  nature,  which  ought  to  be  affiiled,  142. 
How  this  is  to  be  done,  143.  Cordials  and  fweetmeats  im- 
proper in,  144,  Frefli  air  of  great  importance  in,  145.  The 
mind  of  the  patient  ought  not  to  be  alarmed  with  religious 
terrors,  ibid.  Cautions  as  to  bleeding  and  fweating  in,  146. 
Longings,  the  calls  of  nature,  and  deferve  attention,  ibid. 
Cautions  to  prevent  a relap fe,  147. 

Fever, 
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Fever,  acute  continual,  whcfmoft  liable  to,  157.  Caufes,  ilicL 
Symptoms,  158  Regimen,  ibid.  Mfedical  treatment,  161. 
Symptoms  favourable  and  unfavourable,  ibid.  Regimen  to  be 
obferved  during  recovery,  162. 

Fever , bilious,  general  time  of  its  appearance,  247.  Proper 
treatment  of,  according  to  its  fymptoms,  248. 

Fever , intermitting.  See  Ague. 

Fever,  miliary,  from  what  tne  name  derived,  and  its  general 
appearances,  205.  Who  moil  liable  to  it,  ibid  Caufes,  ibid. 
Symptoms,  206.  Regimen,  207.  Account  of  a miliary  fever 
at  Strafburg,  208,  note . Proper  medical  treatment,  209. 

Cautions  for  avoiding  this  diforder,  210.  How  to  prevent, 
in  childbed-women,  538. 

Fever , milk,  how  occasioned,  537.  How  to  prevent,  541. 

Fever , nervous,  why  more  common  now  than  formerly,  and  who 
moil  liable  to  it,  188.  Its  caufes,  ibid.  Symptoms  and  pro- 
per regimen,  189.  Medical  treatment,  191. 

Fever , puerperal,  or  childbed,  the  time  of  its  attack,  and  fymp- 
toms, 538.  Medical  treatment  of,  539.  Cautions  for  the 
prevention  of  this  fever,  541. 

Fever , putrid,  is  of  a p^flilential  nature,  and  who  moft  liable  to 
it,  195.  Its  general  caufes,  ibid.  Symptoms  of,  196.  Other 
fevers  may  be  converted  to  this,  by  improper  treatment,  197. 
Favourable  and  unfavourable  fymptoms  of,  ibid.  Regimen, 
198.  Medical  treatment,  201.  Cautions  for  the  prevention 
of  this  diforder,  203. 

Fever , remitting,  derivation  of  its  name,  210.  Its  caufes  and 
fymptoms,  211.  Proper  regimen,  212.  Medical  treatment, 
213.  Cautions  for  avoiding  this  fever,  ibid. 

Fever , fcarlet,  why  fo  named,  and  its  ufual  feafon  of  attack,  245. 
Proper  treatment  of,  246.  Is  fometimes  attended  with  putrid 
and  malignant  fymptoms,  ibid.  Medicines  adapted  to  this 
Itage  of  the  malady,  ibid.  Hiftory  of  a fever  of  this  kind  at 
Edinburgh,  247.  note. 

Fever , fecondary,  in  the  fmall-poy,  proper  treatment  of,  224. 

Flatulencies  in  the  ftomach,  remedies  againft,  363.  The  feveral 
caufes  of,  443.  Medical  treatment  of,  444. 

Flatulent  colic,  its  caufes,  and  feat  of  the  diforder,  296.  Re- 
medies for,  ibid. 

Flower-de-luce,  the  yellow  water,  the  root  of,  recommended  for 
the  tooth-ach,  358. 

Fluor-albus  eleferibed,  with  its  proper  treatment,  529. 

Fomentations , how  to  make  and  apply,  673.  General  intentions 
of,  ibid.  Anodyne  fomentation,  674.  Aromatic  fomentation, 
ibid.  Common  fomentation,  ibid.  Emollient  fomentation, 
ibid.  Strengthening  fomentation,  675. 

Food . See  Aliment 

Forgivenefs  of  injuries,  ought  to  be  pra&ifed  from  a regard  to 
own  health,  112. 

Fraflures . See  Bones,  broken. 
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Frozen  limbs , how  to  recover,  617. 

Fruity  unripe,  very  hurtful  to  children,  20.  One  of  the  befl: 
medicines,  both  for  the  prevention  and  cure  of  a dyfentery, 
348- 

Funerals , the  great  number  of  vifitors  attending  them,  dangerous 
to  their  health,  107. 

G. 

Galling , in  infants,  the  caufe  and  cure  of,  550. 

Gangrene , proper  treatment  of,  574.. 

Gardening , a wholefome  amufement  for  fedentary  perfons,  52. 

Gargles  for  the  throaty  how  to  make,  267.  270.  274.  General 
intentions  of,  675.  Method  of  making  the  attenuating  gargle, 
ibid.  Common  gargle,  ibid.  Detergent  gargle,  ibid . Emol- 
lient gargle,  ibid.  For  the  mouth  of  infants  in  the  thrufh, 
54s- 

Garlic  ointment , a North  Britifh  remedy  for  the  hooping-cough, 
how  to  apply  it,  287. 

Generals  of  'armies , how  they  ought  to  confult  the  health  of  the 
men  they  command,  44. 

Gilders.  See  Miners . 

Gingery  fyrup  of,  how  to  prepare,  762. 

Girls y the  common  mode  of  education  prejudicial  to  their  confti- 
tution,  27.  Means  of  rectifying  it  recommended,  ibid. 

Gleety  how  occafioned,  and  its  fymptoms,  500.  Method  of  cure, 
ibid.  Regimen,  501,  Obftinate  gleets  cured  by  mercurial 
inunCtions,  502.  How  to  apply  bougies,  ibid. 

Glover,  Mr.  his  courfe  of  treatment  for  the  recovery  of  a hanged 
man,  628. 

Gonorrhoea , virulent,  the  nature  of,  and  its  fymptoms,  491.  Re- 
gimen, 492.  Medical  treatment;  493.  Is  often  cured  by 
aftringent  injections,  ibid.  Cooling  purges  always  proper  in, 
494.  Mercury  feldom  necefl'ary  in  a gonorrhoea,  496.  How 
to  adminifter  it  when  needful,  497. 

Goulard , M.  preparation  of  his  celebrated  extraCt  of  Saturn,  700. 
His  various  applications  of  it,  ibid. 

Gout,  the  general  caufes  of,  55.  How  to  treat  a loofenefs  oc- 
cafioned by  repelling  it  from  the  extremities,  3 13.  Thefources 
of  this  diforder,  and  its  fymptoms,  380,  381.  Regimen  for, 
382.  Wool  the  belt  external  application  in,  383.  Why  there 
are  fo  many  noltrums  for,  138.  Proper  medicines  after  the 
fit,  ibid.  Proper  regimen  in  the  intervals  between  fits  to  keep 
off  their  return,  385.  How  to  remove  it  from  the  nobler  parts 
to  the  extremities,  386.  General  cautions  to  prevent  danger 
by  miftaking  it  for  other  diforders,  387. 

Gravel,  how  formed  in  the  bladder,  125.  How  diftinguifhed 
from  the  flone,  324.  Caufes  and  fymptoms,  ibid.  Regimen, 
325.  Medical  treatment,  326. 

Green  fednefs  originates  in  indolence,  523. 

1 1 Grief, 
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Grief \ its  effeds  permanent,  and  often  fatal,  1 1 6.  Danger  of 
the  mind  dwelling  long  upon  one  fubjed,  efpecially  if  of  a 
difagreeable  nature,  117.  Th^mind  requires  exercife  as  well 
as  the  body,  118.  Innocent  amufements  not  to  be  negleded, 
ibid.  Is  productive  of  nervous  difeafes,  421. 

Gripes  in  infants , proper  treatment  of,  549. 

Guaiacum , gum,  a good  remedy  for  the  quinfey,  268  ; and 
rheumatifm,  390. 

Gullet , how  to  remove  fubftances  detained  in,  603.  Cautions  for 
the  ufe  of  crotchets  with  this  intention,  ibid.  Other  mecha- 
nical expedients,  604.  Treatment  if  the  obftrudion  cannot 
be  removed,  607.  e 

Gums  of  children , applications  to,  during  teething,  and  how  to 
cut  them,  561. 

Gutta  ferena,  proper  treatment  of,  458. 

H. 

Hcsmoptoe,  fpitting  of  blood.  See  Blood. 

Haemorrhages.  See  Blood . 

Harrowgate  water,  an  excellent  medicine  for  expelling  worms, 
368.  And  for  the  jaundice,  373.  In  the  fcurvy,  391. 

Head-achy  the  fpecies  of,  diltinguilhed,  352.  Caufes  of,  353, 
Regimen,  354.  Medical  treatment,  355. 

Health  of  the  people  in  general,  a proper  objed  of  attention  for  the 
magiltrates,  xi.  Ought  to  be  attended  to  in  matrimonial  con- 
tracts, 8.  Is  often  laboured  for  after  it  is  deftroyed,  61. 
Rules  given  by  Celfus  for  the  prefervation  of,  134. 

Heart-burn,  the  nature  of  this  diforder,  with  its  cauies,  and  re- 
medies for,  418. 

Heat , extreme,  how  to  recover  perfons  overcome  by,  618. 

Hemlock , a good  remedy  in  the  king’s  evil,  402.  Is  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Storck  for  the  cure  of  cancers,  469. 

Hemp-feed,  a decodion  of,  good  in  the  jaundice,  and  how  to  pre- 
pare it,  373. 

Hiccupy  its  caufes,  and  method  of  treatment,  436. 

Hoffman , his  rules  for  guarding  child- bed  women  againft  the  mi- 
liary fever,  538. 

Honey , a wholefome  article  of  food  for  children,  21.  Is  recom- 
mended in  the  Hone,  328. 

Hooping-cough . See  Cough . 

Hofpitals , the  want  of  frelh  air  in,  more  dangerous  to  the  pa- 
tients than  their  diforders,  81.  Cleanlinefs  peculiarly  ne~ 
celfary  in,  105.  Often  fpread  infedion  by  being  fituated  in 
the  middle  of  populous  towns,  108.  How  they  might  be  ren- 
dered proper  receptacles  for  the  Tick,  no.  Particularly  in 
infedious  diforders,  in,  The  lick  in,  ought  not  to  be  crowd- 
ed together,  219,  note. 

Horfe-radijh , the  chewing  of,  will  reltore  fenfibility  to  the  organs 
of  tafte  when  injured,  465, 

Houfes, 
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BoufeSy  inflead  of  contrivances  to  make  them  clofe  and  warm, 
ought  to  be  regularly  ventilated,  78.  In  marlhy  fituations  un- 
wholefome,  80.  Ought  to  be  built  in  a dry  fltuation,  130. 
Danger  of  inhabiting  new-built  houfes  before  thoroughly  dry, 
ibid.  Are  often  rendered  damp  by  unfeafonable  cleaniinels, 
ibid . Are  dangerous  when  kept  too  clofe  and  hot,  133. 

Hufbandmeriy  the  peculiar  diforders  they  are  expofed  to,  from 
the  viciffitudes  of  the  weather,  40. 

Huxham , Dr.  recommends  the  kudy  of  the  dietetic  part  of  me- 
dicine, xiii. 

Hydrocephalus.  See  Dropjy. 

Hydrophobiay  Dr.  Tiflot’s  method  of  curing,  484. 

Hydrops  peftoris.  See  Dropjy. 

Hypochondriac  affediionsy  frequently  produced  by  intenfe  kudy,  58. 
Their  caufes,  and  who  mod  fubjedl  to  them,  452.  The  ge- 
neral intentions  of  cure,  ibid.  Regimen,  454. 

Hyflericsy  a diforder  produced  by  the  habitual  ufe  of  tea,  66, 
General  caufes  of,  447.  Symptoms,  448*  Proper  treatment 
of,  ibid.  Regimen,  449.  Medicines  adapted  to,  450. 

Hyjleric  colict  fymptoms  and  treatment  of,  299. 

j- 

"Jailsy  why  malignant  fevers  are  often  generated  in  them,  77. 
Often  fpread  infedlion  by  being  lituated  in  the  middle  of  po- 
pulous towns,  108.  Ought  to  be  removed,  no. 

Jan  in,  M.  his  relation  of  the  recovery  of  an  overlaid  infant, 
627.  And  of  a man  who  had  hanged  himfelf,  628. 

'Jaundice , the  different  kages  of  its  appearance,  with  the  caufes 
of  this  diforder,  370,  371.  Symptoms  and  regimen,  371. 
Medical  treatment,  372. 

Jefuits  Bark.  See  Bark. 

Jewsy  the  whole  fyilem  of  their  laws  tending  to  promote  ckan- 
iinefs,  103.  107. 

Iliac  pajjiony  a particular  kind  of  inflammation  of  the  intckines, 
292. 

Impojlhume  in  the  breajly  in  confumptions,  how  to  make  it  break 
inwardly,  when  not  to  be  difcharged  by  other  means,  185. 
Impofthumes  after  the  fmall-pox,  proper  treatment  of,  227. 

Incontinency  of  urine , dikinguifhed  from  a diabetes,  322.  Expe- 
dient for  relief,  ibid. 

Indigejhony  is  one  confequence  of  intenfe  kudy,  56.  General 
caufes,  and  remedies  for,  416. 

Indolencey  its  bad  effe&s  on  the  conkitution,  82.  Occaflons  glan- 
dular cbkru&ions,  83.  Ill  confequences  of  too  much  indul- 
gence in  bed,  84.  Is  the  parent  of  vice,  86.  Is  the  general 
caufe  of  mok  nervous  diforders,  455. 

Infancy , the  foundation  of  a good  or  bad  conkitution,  generally 
laid  in  this  feafon  of  life,  1. 

Infants,  nearly  one  half  of  thofe  born  in  Great  Britain  die  under 
twelve  years  of  age,  1.  Perilh  moftly  by  art,  2.  Ought  not 
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to  be  fuckled  by  delicate  women,  3.  Importance  of  their  be- 
ing nurfed  by  their  mothers,  4.  Often  lofe  their  lives,  or  be- 
come deformed,  by  errors  in  clothing  them,  9.  How  the  art 
of  bandaging  them  became  the  province  of  the  midwife,  10. 
How  treated  in  Africa,  1 1,  note.  Philofophical  obfervations  on 
their  organical  ftrudlure,  and  on  the  caufes  of  deformity,  ibid. 
Why  they  fo  frequently  die  of  convulfions,  12.  Why  expoied 
to  fevers,  13.  And  colds,  14.  Rules  for  their  drefs,  ibid. 
Their  food,  15.  Refledlions  on  the  many  evils  they  are  ex- 
poled  to,  544..  Why  their  firft  di {'orders  are  in  their  bowels, 
ibid , How  to  cleanfe  their  bowels,  545.  The  meconium,  546. 
Thrufh,  547.  Acidities,  548.  Gripes,  549.  Galling  and  ex- 
coriations, 550.  Stoppage  of  the  noie,  ibid.  Vomiting,  551. 
Loofenefs,  552.  Eruptions,  553.  Scabbed  heads,  555. 
Chilblains,  556.  The  croup,  557.  Teething,  559.  Rickets, 
562.  Convulfions,  565.  Water  in  the  head,  567.  Howto 
recover  infants  feemingly  dead,  022.  Ought  never  to  Deep  in 
the  fame  bed  with  their  mothers  or  nurfes,  626,  note.  Cafe  of 
the  recovery  of  an  overlaid  infant,  627.  Cafe  of  an  infant 
feemingly  killed  by  a ilrong  convullion  fit,  and  recovered, 
629.  See  Children. 

Inflexion,  the  danger  of,  incurred  by  injudicious  or  unnecefTary 
attendance  on  Lhe  ftck,  106.  And  on  funerals,  107.  Is  often 
communicated  by  clothes,  ibid.  Is  frequently  imported,  108. 
Is  fpread  by  holpitals  and  jails  being  fituated  in  the  middle  of 
populous  towns,  ibid.  How  to  prevent  infection  in  lick  cham- 
bers, 109.  Phyficians  liable  to  fpread  infe&ion,  ibid.  note. 
In  what  refpedts  the  fpreading  of  infection  might  be  checked 
by  the  magillrate,  no.  Bleeding  and  purging  increafe  the 
danger  of,  by  debilitating  the  body,  204.  Small-pox,  214. 
Of  the  fmall-pox  may  be  received  again,  218,  note. 

Infla?nmations , how  the  laborious  part  of  mankind  expofe  them- 
felves  to,  42.  Proper  treatment  of,  374. 

Inflammation  of  the  bladder.  See  Bladder. 

— — of  the  brain.  See  Brain. 

of  the  eyes.  See  Eyes. 

—  of  the  inteftines.  See  Inteflines . 

—  — of  the  kidneys.  See  Kidneys. 

— of  the  liver.  See  Liver. 

*  — ■ - of  the  lungs.  See  Peripneumony . 

*  of  the  ftomach.  See  Stomach. 

«— — : of  the  throat.  See  Quinfley. 

*  of  the  womb.  See  Womb. 

Infufions , advantages  of,  over  deco&ions,  676.  How  to  obtain 
rich  infufions  from  weak  vegetables,  ibid.  Preparation  of  the 
bitter  infufion,  ibid.  Infufion  of  the  bark,  ibid.  Infufion  of 
carduus,  677.  Of  linfeed,  ibid.  Of  rofes,  ibid.  Of  tamarinds, 
and  fenna,  ibid.  Spanilh-infu/ion,  678.  For  the  palfy,  ibid. 

Inns , the  great  danger  of  meeting  with  damp  beds  in  them,  128. 
The  Iheets  in,  how  treated  to  fave  walhing,  129. 


Inoculation 


INDEX. 


Inoculation  of  the  fmall-pox,  more  favourably  received  here  than 
in  neighbouring  countries,  227.  Cannot  prove  of  general 
utility  while  kept  in  the  hands  of  a few,  228.  No  myftery  in 
the  procefs,  ibid.  May  fafely  be  performed  by  parents  or 
nurfes,  229.  Various  methods  of  doing  it,  ibid.  The  clergy 
exhorted  to  remove  the  prejudices  againft  the  operation,  231. 
Arguments  cited  from  Dr.  Mackenzie  in  favour  of  inoculation, 
ibid.  note.  Ought  to  be  rendered  univerfal,  233.  Means  of 
extending  the  pra&ice  of,  234.  Two  obftacles  to  the  progrefs 
of.  Hated,  233.  Might  be  performed  by  clergymen,  or  by 
parents  themfelves,  236.  The  proper  feafons  and  age  for 
performing  it,  239.  Will  often  mend  the  habit  of  body, 
ibid.  Neceflary  preparation  and  regimen  for,  ibid. 

Inf  ells,  when  they  creep  into  the  ear,  how  to  force  them 
out,  361.  Poifonous,  the  bites  of,  how  to  be  treated, 

486. 

Intemperance , one  great  caufe  of  the  difeafes  of  feamen,  43.  The 
danger  of,  argued  from  the  conftru&ien  of  the  human  body, 
94.  The  analogy  in  the  nourifhment  of  plants  and  animals, 
ibid.  Is  the  abufe  of  natural  paffions,  ibid.  In  diet,  95.  In 
liquor  and  carnal  pleafutes,  ibid.  The  bad  confequences  of, 
involve  whole  families,  96.  ElFedls  of  drunkennefs  on  the 
conftitution,  ibid . Perfons  who  feldom  get  drunk,  may  ne- 
verthelefs  injure  their  conftitutions  by  drink,  97.  The  habit 
of  drinking  frequently  acquired  under  misfortunes,  98.  Is  pe- 
culiarly hurtful  to  young  perfons,  99.  Leads  to  all  other 
vices,  ibid. 

Intermitting  fever.  See  Ague. 

Inteftines , inflammation  of,  general  caufes  from  whence  it  pro- 
ceeds, 291.  Thefymptoms,  regimen,  and  medical  treatment, 
292.  Cautions  to  guard  againft  it,  295. 

Intoxication  produces  a fever,  96.  Fatal  confequences  of  a daily 
repetition  of  this  vice,  ibid.  Perfons  who  feldom  get  drunk, 
may  neverthelefs  injure  their  conftitution  by  drinking,  ibid . 
Getting  drunk,  a hazardous  remedy  for  a cold,  277.  Often 
produces  fatal  efFe&s,  623.  Proper  cautions  for  treating  per- 
fons in  liquor,  624.  The  fafeft  drink  after  a debauch,  ibid. 
Remarkable  cafe,  625. 

Johnfon , Dr.  extraordinary  recovery  of  an  infant  feemingly  killed 
by  a ftrong  convulfion  lit,  related  by,  629. 

Iffues , how  to  make  them  take  the  beft  efFett,  430. 

Itch , the  nature  and  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe  defcribed,  403. 
Sulphur,  the  beft  remedy  againft,  ibid.  Great  danger  of  the 
injudicious  ufeof  mercurial  preparations  for,  405.  Cleanlinefs 
the  beft  prefervative  againft,  406,  note. 

Juleps,  the  form  of,  explained,  678.  Preparation  of  the  cam- 
phorated julep,  ibid.  Cordial  julep,  679.  Expectorating 
julep,  ibid.  Mufk  julep,  ibid.  Saline  julep,  ibid.  Vomit- 
ing julep,  ibid . 
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K. 

Kermes  mineral,  recommended  by  Dr.Duplar.il  for  the  hooping 

cough,  287,  note. 

* Kidneys,  inflammation  of,  its  general  caufes,  301.  Its  fymp- 
toms  and  proper  regimen,  302.  Medical  treatment,  305. 
Where  it  proceeds  from  the  ftone  and  gravel,  ibid.  Cautions 
for  thofe  fubjed  to  this  diforder,  ibid.  See  Gravel . 

King's  evil.  See  Scrophula. 

L. 

Laborious  employments , the  peculiar  diforders  incident  to,  40. 
The  folly  of  men  emulating  each  other  in  trials  of  ftrength,  41 . 
Difadvantages  attending  their  diet,  ibid.  How  they  expofe 
themfelves  to  inflammations,  42.  Danger  cf  fleeping  in  the 
fun,  ibid.  Long  fading  hurtful  to  them,  ibid.  Injuries 
arifing  from  poor  living,  43.  Many  of  the  difeafes  of  labour- 
ers, not  only  occafioned,  but  aggravated,  by  poverty,  ibid. 

Labour  fhould  not  be  impofed  too  early  on  children,  28. 

Labour  in  child-bed,  medical  advice  for,  534.  Inconveniencies 
of  collecting  a number  of  women  at,  535,  note. 

Laudanum,  its  efficacy  in  fits  of  an  ague,  149,  note.  How  to  be 
adminiflered  in  a cholera  morbus,  31 1.  In  a loofenefs,  313. 
In  a diabetes,  321.  When  proper  for  the  head-ach,  356.  How 
to  apply,  for  the  tooth-ach,  358.  Will  eafe  pain  in  the  gout, 
384.  How  to  adminifter  for  the  cramp  in  the  flomach,  438. 
Is  good  for  flatulences,  444.  Effe&s  of  an  over-dofe  of,  470. 
Medical  treatment  in  this  cafe,  476. 

Leading-firings , injurious  to  young  children,  23. 

Leaches , may  be  fuccefsfully  applied  to  inflamed  teflicles,  503, 
note.  And  to  difperfe  buboes,  505,  note . Are  proper  to  apply 
to  children  where  inflammations  appear  in  teething,  560.  Ob- 
jections to  bleeding  with  them,  572. 

Lemons.  See  Oranges. 

Leprojy , why  lefs  frequent  in  this  country  now  than  formerly, 
398.  Requires  the  fame  treatment  as  the  fcurvy,  ibid. 

Lientery , proper  treatment  for,  351. 

Life  may  frequently  be  reftored,  when  the  appearances  of  it  are 
fufpended  by  fudden  cafualties,  601.  608.  613.  631. 

Lightning , perfons  apparently  killed  by,  might  poffibly  be  re- 
covered by  the  ufe  of  proper  means,  631. 

Lime-water  recommended  to  prevent  gravel  in  the  kidneys  from 
degenerating  to  the  ftone  in  the  bladder,  326.  Is  a good  re- 
medy for  worms,  368.  Happy  effeCts  of,  in  the  cure  of  ob~ 
ftinate  ulcers,  585. 

Lind,  Dr.  his  prefcription  to  abate  fits  of  an  ague,  149,  note. 
His  directions  for  the  treatment  of  patients  under  putrid  re- 
mitting fevers,  212,  note. 

Liniment  for  burns,  preparation  of,  683.  White  linimenr,  684. 
For  the  piles,  ibid.  Volatile  liniment,  ibid. 
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Liquors , flrong,  expofe  children  to  inflammatory  diforders,  19, 
Fermented,  the  qualities  of,  examined,  68.  The  bad  confe- 
quences^of  making  them  too  weak,  69.  Why  all  families 
ought  to  prepare  their  own  liquors,  ibid . Cold,  the  danger 
of  drinking,  when  a perfon  is  ho:,  131. 

Liver,  fchirrous,  produced  by  fedentary  employments,  56. 

Liver , inflammation  of,  its  caufes  and  fymptoms,  306.  Regimen 
and  medical  treatment,  307.  Abfcefs  in,  how  to  be  treated, 
308  Cautions  in  the  event  of  a fchirrus  being  formed,  ibid. 

Lobelia , an  American  plant  ufed  by  the  natives  in  the  venereal 
difeafe,  514. 

Lochia,  a fupprefiion  of,  how  to  be  treated,  537. 

Longings , in  difeafes,  are  the  calls  of  nature,  and  often  point 
out  what  may  be  of  real  ufe,  146. 

Loofenefs,  habitual,  general  directions  for  perfons  fubjeft  to,  122. 
Its  general  caufes,  312.  A periodical  loofenefs  ought  never  to 
be  flopped,  313.  Medical  treatment  of,  according  to  its  va- 
rious caufes,  ibid.  Means  of  checking  it  when  neceflary,  314. 
In  children,  proper  treatment  of,  552. 

Love,  why  perhaps  the  flrongeft  of  all  the  paflions,  119.  Is  not 
rapid  in  its  progrefs,  and  may  therefore  be  guarded  againft  at 
its  commencement,  ibid.  To  pretend  to  it  for  amufement, 
cruelty  to  the  objed,  ibid.  Children  often  real  martyrs  be- 
tween inclination  and  duty,  120,  note. 

Lues,  confirmed,  fymptoms  of,  510.  Mercury  the  only  certain 
remedy  known  in  Europe  for  this  difeafe,  511.  Saline  prepa- 
rations of  mercury  more  efficacious  than  the  ointment,  512. 
How  to  adminifter  corrcfive  fublimate,  ibid.  American  me- 
thod of  curing  this  difeafe,  513. 

Lungs,  injured  by  artifls  working  in  bending  poftures,  50.  Stu- 
dious perfons  liable  to  confumptions  of,  56. 

Luxury,  highly  injurious  to  the  organs  of  tafle  and  fmell,  463, 

M. 

Mackenzie,  Dr.  his  arguments  in  favour  of  inoculating  in  the 
fmall-pox,  231,  note . 

Mad  dog.  See  Dog. 

Magnejia  alba^  a remedy  for  the  heart-burn,  419.  Is  the  befl 
medicine  in  all  cafes  of  acidity,  549. 

Magnets , artificial,  their  reputed  virtue  in  the  tooth-ach,  359. 

Malt  liquors,  hurtful  in  the  afthma,  407.  See  Beer. 

Man , why  inferior  to  brutes  in  the  management  of  his  young,  1 . 
Was  never  intended  to  be  idle,  87. 

Manufactures,  the  growth  of,  produced  thericketsin  children,  21. 
More  favourable  to  riches  than  to  health,  28.  Some,  injurious 
to  health  by  confining  artifls  in  un  wholefome  air,  37.  Cautions 
to  the  workmen,  38.  Compared  with  agriculture,  48.  Are 
injurious  to  health  from  artifls  being  crowded  together,  49.  And 
from  their  working  in  confined  poflures,  ibid.  Cautions  offered 

to 
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fo  fedentary  artifts,  50.  Sedentary  arts  better  fuited  to  women, 
than  to  men,  83,  note . 

Matrimony  ought  not  to  be  contracted  without  a due  attention  to 
health  and  form,  8. 

Mead,  Dr.  his  famous  recipe  for  the  bite  of  a mad  dog,  480. 
His  character  as  a phyfician,  ibid,  note . 

Meals  ought  to  be  taken  at  regular  times,  72.  Reafons  for  this 
uniformity,  ibid. 

Meajles , have  great  affinity  with  the  fmall-pox,  240.  Caufe  and 
fymptoms,  ibid . Proper  regimen  and  medicine,  242,  243. 
Inoculation  of,  might  prove  very  falutary,  245,  note . 

Mechanics  ought  to  employ  their  leifure  hours  in  gardening,  54. 

Meconium,  the  bell  mode  of  expelling  it,  16.  546. 

Medicine,  the  origin  of  the  art  of,  xii.  The  operation  of,  doubt- 
ful at  belt,  xiv.  Is  made  a myftery  of,  by  its  profeffors,  xxi. 
The  Itudy  of,  negleCted  by  gentlemen,  xxii.  This  ignorance 
lays  men  open  to  pretenders,  xxiii.  Ought  to  be  generally  un- 
derltood,  xxiv.  A diffufion  of  the  knowledge  of,  would  de- 
flroy  qu  ckery,  xxvii.  _ ObjeClion^  to  the  cultivation  of  me- 
dical knowledge  anfwered,  xxviii.  The  theory  of,  can  never 
fupply  the  want  of  experience  and  obfervation,  135. 

Medicines  have  more  virtue  attributed  to  them  than  they  deferve, 
138.  Ought  not  to  be  adminiftered  by  the  ignorant,  nor  with- 
out caution,  140.  Want  of  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of,  one 
reafon  why  chronic  difeafes  are  fo  feldom  cured,  392.  Many 
retained,  which  owe  their  reputation  to  credulity,  649.  Are 
multiplied  and  compounded  in  proportion  to  ignorance  of  the 
caufes  and  nature  of  difeafes,  ibid.  Difadvantages  of  com- 
pounded medicines,  ibid.  Are  often  adulterated  for  the  fake 
of  colour,  ibid.  The  refative  proportions  of  dofes  of,  for  dif- 
ferent ages,  652.  A lift  of  fuch  medical  preparations  as  ought 
to  be  kept  for  private  practice,  654. 

Melancholy , religious,  its  efreCts,  120.  Leads  to  filicide,  ibid. 
Defined,  with  its  caufes,  426.  Symptoms  and  regimen,  426, 
427.  Medicinal  treatment,  428. 

Menjirual  difcharge  in  women,  the  commencement  and  decline 
of,  the  moft  critical  periods  of  their  lives,  522.  Confinement 
injurious  to  growing  young  women,  523  ; and  tight  lacing  for 
a fine  fhape,  524.  Symptoms  of  the  firft  appearance  of  this 
difcharge,  525.  ObjeCts  of  attention  in  regimen  at  this  time, 
ibid.  Ought  to  be  reftored  whenever  unnaturally  obftru&ed, 
and  how,  526.  When  an  ohftruCtion  proceeds  from  another 
malady,  the  firft  caufe  is  to  be  removed,  527.  Treatment 
under  a redundancy  of  the  difcharge,  528.  Regimen  and 
medicine  proper  at  the  final  decline  of  the  menfes,  529. 

Mercury . may  be  given  in  defperate  cafes  of  an  inflammation  of  the 
inteftines,  294.  Cautions  for  adminiftering  it,  ibid.  note.  Great 
caution  neceffary  in  ufing  mercurial  preparations  for  the  itch, 
405.  Is  feldom  neceflary  in  a gonorrhoea,  496.  Hotv  ,d- 
uuinifter  it  when  needful  in  shat  diiorder,  497 . Solution  ot  mer- 
7 cu.ry. 


INDEX. 


cury,  how  to  make,  498,  note.  Is  the  only  certain  remedy  known 
in  Europe  for  the  cure  of  a confirmed  lues,  51 1.  Saline  pre- 
parations of,  more  efficacious  than  the  mercurial  ointment, 
ibid.  How  to^adminider  corrolive  fublimace  in  venereal  cafes, 
512.  Necefifary  cautions  in  the  ufe  of  mercury,  515.  Proper 
feafons  for  entering  on  a courfe  of,  516.  Preparations  for, 
ibid.  Regimen  under  a courfe  of,  517. 

Mezeroon  root,  a powerful  affidant  in  venereal  cafes,  513. 

Midwifery , ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  be  pradtifed  by  any  woman 
not  properly  qualified,  534,  note. 

Midwifes,  hiftorical  view  of  the  profeffion,  9.  How  they  be- 
came intruded  with  the  care  of  bandaging  infants,  with  the  ill 
effedts  of  their  attempts  at  dexterity  in  this  office,  10.  In- 
dances of  their  rafhnefs  and  officious  ignorance,  540,  note . 
544,  note. 

Miliary  fever.  See  Fever. 

Military  exercife  recommended  for  boys  to  pradife,  26. 

Milk , that  of  the  mother,  the  mod  natural  food  for  an  infant,  15. 
Cows  milk,  better  unboiled  than  boiled,  18.  Is  a good  anti- 
dote againft  the  fcurvy,  66.  Of  more  value  in  confumptions 
than  the  whole  Materia  Medicat  179.  Its  great  efficacy  in  the 
fcurvy,  396.  A milk  diet  proper  both  for  men  and  women, 
in  cafes  of  barrennefs,  543. 

Milk  fever.  See  Fever. 

Millipedes , how  to  adminider  for  the  hooping-cough,  287. 

Mindy  difeafes  of,  to  be  didinguilhed  from  thofe  of  the  body, 
136.  See  PaJJions. 

Miners , expofed  to  injuries  from  unwholefome  air,  and  mineral 
particles,  38.  Cautions  to,  39. 

Mineral  waters,  the  danger  of  drinking  them  in  too  large  quan- 
tities, 319.  Are  of  confiderable  fervice  in  weaknefles  of  the 
domach,  417.  Cautions  concerning  the  drinking  of,  639 — 646. 

Mixtures , general  remarks  on  this  form  of  medicines,  680.  Com- 
pofition  of  the  adringent  mixture,  ibid.  Diuretic  mixture,  ibid. 
Laxative  abforbent  mixture,  ibid.  Saline  mixture,  681.  Squill 
mixture,  ibid . 

Molajjesy  an  intoxicating  fpirit  much  ufed  by  the  common  people 
at  Edinburgh,  91. 

Motbersy  prepoderous,  when  they  think  it  below  them  to  nurfe 
their  own  children,  2,  Under  what  circumdances  they  may 
be  really  unfit  to  perform  this  talk,  ibid.  Importance  of  their 
fuckling  their  own  children,  3,  note.  Delicate  mothers  pro- 
duce unhealthy  fhort-lived  children,  7.  Their  milk,  the  bed 
food  for  children,  15.  Ought  to  give  their  children  proper 
exercife,  23;  and  air,  31. 

Mouthy  cautions  againd  putting  pins  or  other  dangerous  articles 
into,  603. 

Mufcular  exercife  a cure  for  the  gout,  385. 

Mujbrooms , a dangerous  article  of  food,  as  other  fungufes  arc 
often  gathered  indeai  of  them,  488. 

MuJtCy 
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Mujtc,  the  performance  of,  recommended  as  a proper  amufement 
for  ftudious  perfons,  60. 

Mujk,  extraordinary  effe&s  produced  by,  under  particular  cir- 
cumftances,  in  the  nervous  fever,  193.  Is  a good  remedy  in 
the  epilepfy,  435.  And  for  the  hiccup,  437.  Deafnefs  cured 
by,  462. 

Mujiardy  white,  a good  remedy  in  the  rheumatifm,  391. 

N. 

Natural  hiftory,  the  ftudy  of,  ncceffary  to  the  improvement  of 
agriculture,  xx. 

Nervous  difeafes,  the  moll  complicated  and  difficult  to  cure  of  all 
others,  420.  General  caufes  of,  ibid.  Symptoms  of,  42 1 , Re- 
gimen, 422.  Medical  treatment,  424.  A cure  only  to  be 
expelled  from  regimen,  426.  The  feveral  fymptoms  of,  though, 
differently  named,  all  modifications  of  the  fame  difeafe,  433. 

Nervous  colic,  its  caufes  and  fymptoms,  299.  Medical  treatment 
of,  300. 

Nervous  fever.  See  Fever. 

Night-mare , its  caufes  and  fymptoms  defcribed,  439.  Propef 
treatment  of,  440. 

Night-Jhade , an  infufion  of,  recommended  in  a cancer,  469. 

Nitre , purified,  its  good  effedts  in  a quinfey,  268.  Is  an  effica* 
cious  remedy  for  the  dropfy,  378.  Promotes  urine  and  per* 
fpiration,  429, 

No/e , ulcer  in,  how  to  cure,  464.  Stoppage  of,  in  children, 
how  to  cure,  551.  See  Bleeding  at. 

Nurfes , their  fuperftitious  prejudices  in  bathing  of  children,  30, 
The  only  certain  evidence  of  a good  one,  33.  Their  ufual  faults 
pointed  out,  34.  Adminifler  cordials  to  remedy  their  negledl 
of  duty  toward  children,  35,  Their  miflaken  treatment  of 
eruptions,  ibid.  And  loofe  ltools,  ibid.  Are  apt  to  conceal  the 
diforders  of  children  that  arife  from  their  own  negligence,  36. 
Ought  to  be  punifhed  for  the  misfortunes  they  thus  occafion, 
ibid.  Senfible,  often  able  to  difcover  difeafes  fooner  than  per- 
fons bred  to  phyfic,  135.  Are  liable  to  catch  the  fmall-pox 
again  from  thofe  they  nurfe  in  that  diforder,  218,  note. 

Nurfery  ought  to  be  the  largeft  and  bell  aired  room  in  a houfe,  3 1 , 

O. 

Oil,  an  antidote  to  the  injuries  arifing  from  working  in  mines  or 
metals,  39.  Sallad  oil,  the  belt  application  to  the  bite  of  a 
wafp  or  bee,  486.  Camphorated,  how  to  prepare,  684. 

Oils , effential,  of  vegetables,  the  proper  menftruum  for,  694. 

Ointment  for  the  itch,  403.  Ufe  of  ointments  when  applied  to 
wounds  and  fores,  68 1 . Preparation  of  yellow  bafilicum,  ibid. 
Emollient  ointment,  682.  Eye  ointments,  ibid.  Iffue  oint- 
ment, ibid.  Ointment  of  lead,  683.  Mercurial  ointment,  ibid. 
Ointment  of  fulphur,  ibid.  White  ointment,  ibid.  See  Lini- 
ment. 

Ophthalmia . See  Eye. 
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Opiates , efficacious  in  a cholera  morbus , 31 1.  In  a diabetes,  320. 
When  proper  for  the  head  ach,  356.  Recommended  for  the 
tooth-ach,  ibid.  Are  delufive  remedies  in  nervous  difeafes, 
425.  See  'Laudanum . 

Orange  and  lemon  peel,  how  to  candy,  665.  How  to  preferve 
orange  and  lemon  juice  in  the  form  of  fyrup,  694. 

Ormjkirk  medicine  for  the  bite  of  a mad  dog,  remarks  on,  485,, 
note . 

Qxycrate , the  moft  proper  external  application  in  a fradure,  596. 

Oyjiers  of  great  fervice  in  confumptions,  182,  note • 

P. 

Painters.  See  Miners . 

Palfy,  the  nature  of  this  diforder  explained,  with  its  caufes,  430. 
Medical  treatment,  431. 

Paraphrenitis,  its  fymptoms  and  treatment,  170. 

Parents , their  interefled  views  in  the  difpofal  of  their  children  in 
marriage,  often  a fource  of  bitter  repentance,  120,  note . See 
Fathers  and  Mothers . 

PaJJions , intemperance  the  abufe  of,  94.  Have  great  influence 
both  in  thecaufeand  cure  of  difeafes,  11 1.  Anger,  112.  Fear, 
ibid.  Grief,  1 16.  Love,  119.  Religious  melancholy,  120. 
The  befl  method  of  counteracting  the  violence  of  any  of  the 

paffions,  ibid. 

Peas , parched,  good  in  cafes  of  flatulency,  363* 

Peruvian  bark.  See  Bark. 

Penis,  ulcerated,  cured,  and  partly  regenerated,  by  a carefuf 
attention  to  cleanlinefs,  518,  note. 

Peripneumony , who  rnoft  fubjed  to,  1 7 1 . Its  caufes,  fymptoms, 
and  proper  regimen,  ibid.  172. 

Perfpiration , infenfible,  the  obftrudion  of,  diforders  the  whole 
frame,  126.  The  various  caufes  of  its  being  checked,  ibid • 
Changes  in  the  atmofphere,  ibid.  Wet  clothes,  1 27.  Wet  feet, 
ibid.  Night  air,  128.  Damp  beds,  ibid.  Damp  houfes,  130. 
Sudden  tranfitions  from  heat  to  cold,  131. 

Philofophy,  advantages  refulting  from  the  ftudy  of,  xxiii. 

Phrenitis.  See  Brain. 

Phymojis  deferibed,  and  how  to  treat,  509. 

Phyficians , ill  confequences  of  their  inattention  to  the  management 
of  children,  5.  Are  liable  to  fpread  infedion,  109,  note.  Their 
cu&om  of  prognoflicating  the  fate  of  their  patients,  a bad  prac- 
tice, 1 15.  Are  feldom  called  in,  until  medicine  can  give  no  re- 
lief, 158.  The  faculty  oppofe  every  falutary  difcovery,  328. 

Pickles,  provocatives  injurious  to  the  Aomach,  67. 

Piles y bleeding  and  blind,  the  diflindion  between,  334.  Who 
moll  fubjed  to  the  diforder,  ibid.  General  caufes,  ibid . Me- 
dical treatment  of,  335.  Periodical  difcharges  of,  ought  not  to 
be  flopped,  336.  Proper  treatment  of  the  blind  piles,  ibid. 
External  ointments  of  little  ufe,  337. 

Pills,  purging,  proper  form  of,  for  an  inflammation  of  the  in- 
tefliaet,  294.  The  general  intention  of  this  clafs  of  medicines* 
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68 4.  Preparation  of  the  compofing  pill,  685.  Fcetid  pill,  ibid. 
Hemlock  pill,  ibid.  Mercurial  pill,  ibid.  Mercurial  fublimate 
pills,  686.  Plummer’s  pill,  ibid.  Purging  pill,  687.  Pill  for 
the  jaundice,  ibid.  Squill  pills,  ibid.  Strengthening  pills,  688. 

Fins  ought  never  to  be  ufed  in  the  dreffing  of  children,  13.  Swal- 
lowed, difcharged  from  an  ulcer  in  the  fide,  603,  note. 

Plafiers , the  |eneral  intentions  of,  and  their  ufual  bafis,  688. 
Preparation  of  the  common  plafter,  ibid.  Adhefive  plafter, 
689.  Anodyne  plafter,  ibid.  Bliftering  plafter,  ibid.  Gum 
pi  after,  ibid.  Mercurial  plafter,  ibid.  Stomach  plafter,  690. 
Warm  plafter,  ibid.  Wax  plafter,  ibid.  _ 

Pleurify , the  nature  of  the  diforder  explained,  with  its  caufes, 
163.  Symptoms,  164.  Regimen,  ibid.  Medical  treatment, 
165.  A decodtion  of  feneka  reckoned  a fpeciftc  in,  168. 
Baiftard  pleurify,  169. 

Plumbers.  See  Miners • 

Poi/onsy  the  nature  and  cure  of,  a general  concern,  and  eafily  ac- 
quired, 472.  Mineral  poifons,  473.  Vegetable  poifons,  475. 
JSites  of  poifonous  animals,  477.  Bite  of  a mad  dog,  479. 
Bite  of  a viper,  485.  The  pra&ice  of  fucking  the  poifon  out 
of  wounds  recommended,  486,  note.  Poifonous  plants  ought 
to  be  deflroyed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  towns,  487.  Negro 
remedy  to  cure  the  bite  of  a rattlefnake,  488.  General  rules 
for  fecurity  againft  poifons,  489. 

Poor  living,  the  dangers  of,  43. 

Porters  fubjedt  to  diforders  of  the  lungs,  40. 

Pojlures , confined,  injurious  to  the  health  of  fedentary  artifts,  50. 

Poverty , occafions  parents  to  negledt  giving  their  children  proper 
exercife,  23.  Deftroys  parental  affedlion,  24,  note.  Not  only 
occafions,  but  aggravates,  many  of  the  difeafes  of  labourers, 
43.  The  pbor  great  fufferers  by  the  fale  of  bad  proviftons,  63. 
And  by  bad  air  in  large  cities,  77. 

Poultices  proper  for  inflamed  wounds,  579. 

Powders,  general  inftrudtions  for  making  and  adminiftering,  691. 
Aftringent  powder,  preparation  and  dofesof,  692.  Powder  of 
bole,  ibid.  Carminative  powder,  ibid.  Diuretic  powder,  693. 
Aromatic  purging  powder,  ibid.  Saline  laxative  powder,  ibid* 
Steel  powder,  ibid.  Sudorific  powder,  ibid.  Worm  powder, 
694.  Purging  worm  powder,  ibid.  Powder  for  the  tape- 
worm, ibid. 

Pox , fmall,  who  moft  liable  to,  and  at  what  feafons,  214.  Its 
<caufes  and  fymptoms,  ibid.  215.  Favourable  and  unfavourable 
fymptoms  in,  215,  216.  Regimen,  216.  How  the  patient 
ought  to  be  treated  during  the  eruptive  fever,  217.  Children 
in  this  diforder  ought  not  to  lie  together  in  the  lame  bed,  219* 
Should  be  allowed  clean  linen,  ibid.  Patients  under  tftis  dif- 
order ought  not  to  appear  in  public  view,  220.  Medical 
treatment,  ibid . The  fecondary  fever,  224.  When  and  how 
to  open  the  puftules,  225.  Of  inoculation,  227. 

Pregnancy,  how  to  treat  vomiting  when  the  effe&  of,  316.  Rules 
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of  eondudl  for  women  under  the  diforders  incident  to,  530. 
Caufes  and  fymptoms  of  abortion,  532.  How  to  guard  againft; 
abortion,  ibid.  Treatment  in  cafes  of  abortion,  ibid.  Child- 
birth, 533. 

Prefcriptions , medical,  patients  expofed  to  danger  by  their  being 
written  in  Latin,  xxvi. 

Provijions,  unfound,  the  fa! e of,  a public  injury,  63. 

Puerperal  fever.  See  Fever. 

Purges , the  frequent  taking  of  them  renders  the  habitual  ufe  of 
them  neceflary,  123.  Their  efficacy  in  agues,  150.  Proper 
form  of,  for  an  inflammation  of  the  inteftines,  293.  Cooling 
purges  always  proper  in  a gonorrhoea,  494.  Midwives  toorafli 
in  the  giving  of  purges,  540,  note.  Form  of  a gentle  purge  for 
infants  difordered  in  the  bowels,  545.  For  the  thrufh,  547. 

Pujlules  in  the  fmall-pox,  favourable  and  unfavourable  appear- 
ances of,  215,  216.  The  fuppu ration  of,  to  be  promoted, 
221.  When  and  how  to  open,  225. 

Putrid  fever.  See  Fever. 

cl 

Quacks  put  out  more  eyes  than  they  cure,  456. 

Quackery , how  to  deftroy,  xxv. 

Quakers , their  mode  of  dreffing  recommended,  93. 

Quinfey>  a common  and  dangerous  diforder,  and  to  whom  moll 
fatal,  264.  Its  caufes,  ibid.  Symptoms,  265.  Regimen,  266. 
Medical  applications,  268.  How  to  promote  fuppuration,  269. 
How  to  nourifh  the  patient  when  he  cannot  fwallow,  270. 
Advice  to  perfons  fubjedl  to  this  diforder,  ibid. 

•— , malignant,  who  mod  fubjedt  to,  and  its  caufes,  271. 

Its  fymptoms,  272.  Regimen  and  medical  treatment,  273. 

R. 

Rattlefnake , Negro  remedy  for  the  cure  of  its  bite,  488. 

Regimen  ought  to  co-operate  with  medicine  to  accomplilh  the 
cure  of  difeafes,  xiii.  Will  often  cure  difeafes  without  medi- 
cine, 140.  See  Aliment. 

Religion , true,  calculated  to  fupport  the  mind  under  every 
afilidticn,  120.  The  inftru&ions  in,  ought  not  to  dwell  too 
much  on  gloomy  fubjeds,  121. 

Remitting  fever.  See  Fever . 

Repletion , impairs  the  digeilive  power,  72.  Difeafes  occafioned 
by,  74.  How  to  treat  a loofenefs  produced  by,  312. 

Re/entment , the  indulgence  of,  injurious  to  the  conftitution,  112. 

Rejins,  and  eflential  oils,  the  proper  menftruum  for,  695. 

Refpiration,  how  to  reftore  in  a drowned  perfon,  609. 

Rheumatifmy  acute  and  chronic,  diftinguilhed,  388.  Caufes, 
ibid.  Symptoms,  389.  Medical  treatment,  ibid.  Cautions 
to  perfons  fubjedt  to  this  diforder,  390. 

Rickets , the  appearance  of,  in  Britain,  dated  from  the  growth  of 
manufadtures  and  fedentary  employments,  23.  The  caufes  of, 
562*  Symptoms,  56,3.  Regimen,  and  medical  treatment.  Hid. 
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Rollers,  pernicious  tendency  of  applying  them  round  the  bodies 
of  infants,  12. 

Romans , ancient,  their  great  attention  to  the  cleanlinefs  of  their 
towns,  102,  note . 

Rofes , confer  ve  of,  its  great  virtue  again  ft  haemorrhages,  336. 
341- 

Rofemary , the  external  application  of,  a popular  remedy  for  the 
cramp,  45 1 , note . 

Ruptures , are  chiefly  incident  to  children  and  very  old  perfons, 
598.  The  caufes  refpedively,  ibid.  Method  of  treatment, 
ibid,  putting  ftiould  be  avoided  if  poflibie,  599.  Cautions 
for  perfons  affli&ed  with  a rupture,  600.  Often  prove  fatal 
before  difcovered,  ibid,  note . 

Rutherford,  Dr.  his  preparation  for  the  cure  of  a dyfentery,  347,* 
note . 

S 

Sailors,  their  health  injured  by  change  of  climate,  hard  weather, 
and  bad  provifions,  45.  Many  of  their  difeafes  fpring  from 
intemperance,  ibid.  Ought  to  guard  againft  wet  clothes, 
ibid.  How  the  ill  effedls  of  fait  provifions  might  be  corrected, 
ibid.  Peruvian  bark  the  beft  antidote  to  Tailors  on  a foreign 
coaft,  47.  Cleanlinefs  greatly  conducive  to  their  health,  103. 

Sal- prunella,  its  good  effe&s  in  a quinfey,  268. 

Saline  draughts,  of  good  ufe  for  flopping  a vomiting,  318.  Pre- 
paration of,  for  this  purpofe,  ibid.  Peculiarly  good  in  the 
puerperal  fever,  540. 

Salivation  not  neceftary  in  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  511. 

Sarfaparilla , a powerful  affiftant  in  venereal  cafes,  513. 

Scabbed  head  in  children,  difficult  to  cure,  555.  Medical  treat- 
ment,  ibid , 

Scarlet  fever.  See  Fever . 

School,  fending  children  there  too  young,  its  bad  confequences, 
25.  Ought  to  be  feated  in  a dry  air,  and  not  to  be  too  much 
crowded,  33.  > 

Scirrhus  in  the  liver,  proper  regimen  in  the  cafe  of,  308.  See 
Cancer. 

Scrophula,  nature  of  this  difeafe,  and  its  caufes,  398.  Symp- 
toms, and  regimen,  399.  Medical  treatment,  400. 

Scurvy , why  prevalent  among  the  Englifh,  65.  Where  moft 
prevalent,  and  the  two  diftindiions  of,  393.  Caufes  of,  ibid. 
Symptoms  and  cure,  394.  InftrudHons  to  fea-faring  men,  395* 
Extraordinary  effects  of  milk,  396.  Proper  liquors,  ibid. 

Se  dent  ary  life,  includes  the  greater  part  of  the  human  fpecies,  47. 
Few  perfons  follow  agriculture  who  are  capable  of  other  bufi- 
nefs,  48.  Sedentary  and  adtive  employments  ought  to  be 
intermixed,  for  the  fake  of  health,  ibid.  Artifts  fufFer  from 
unwholefome  air,  by  being  crowded  together,  ibid.  The 
poftures  artifts  are  confined  to,  injurious  to  health,  49.  Dif- 
orders  produced  by,  ibid.  Cautions  offered  to  the  fedentary, 
50,  Sedentary  amufements  improper  for  fedentary  perfons,  51. 
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Hints  relating  to  improper  food,  52.  Exercife  a furer  relief 
for  low  fpirits  than  drinking,  ibid.  Gardening  a wholfome 
alnufement  for  the  fedentary,  ibid.  Diforders  occafioned  by  in- 
ten  fe  ftudy,  55.  Dietetical  advice  to  the  fedentary,  71.  Seden- 
tary occupations  better  adapted  to  women  than  men,  83,  note* 

Sea  water,  a good  remedy  in  the  king’s  evil,  400. 

Senfes,  diforders  of,  456. 

Seton,  fometimes  has  extraordinary  effe&s  in  an  inflammation  of 
the  eyes,  262.  Is  of  fervice  for  preventing  apoplexies,  413, 
The  belt  method  of  making  it,  430. 

Shoes,  tight,  the  bad  confequences  refulting  from,  91.  The  high 
heels  of  women’s  fhoes,  92. 

Sihbins , a venereal  diforder  fo  termed  in  the  well  of  Scotland, 
how  to  cure,  518,  note. 

Sicb,  the  mutual  danger  incurred  by  unneceflary  vifitors  to,  106. 
Ferfons  in  health  to  be  kept  at  a diftance  from  the  fick,  107, 
Proper  nurfes  ought  to  be  employed  about  them,  109.  In- 
ftru&ions  for  avoiding  infection,  ibid.  Phyficians  too  un- 
guarded in  their  vifits  to  them,  ibid,  note . Tolling  of  bells 
for  the  dead  very  dangerous  to,  114,  Their  fears  ought  not 
to  be  alarmed,  116. 

Sight  injured  by  fludying  by  candle-light,  57. 

Simples,  a lifl  of  thofe  proper  to  be  kept  for  private  practice,  634. 

Sinapi/ms,  the  general  intentions  of,  660.  Directions  for  making 
of,  ibid. 

Sleep,  the  due  proportion  of,  not  eafy  to  fix,  87.  How  to  make 
it  jefrefhing,  88.  Complaints  of  the  want  of,  chiefly  made 
by  the  indolent,  ibid.  Heavy  fuppers  caufe  uneafy  nights, 
ibid . Anxity  deflrudtive  of  fleep,  89.  That  in  the  fore-part 
of  the  night' moil  refrefliing,  ibid.  Early  rifers  the  longefl 
livers,  90,  note. 

Sleeping  in  the  fun,  the  danger  of,  42. 

Small  pox.  See  Pox. 

Smell , injuries  to  which  the  fenfe  of,  is  liable,  with  the  remedies 
applicable  to,  463. 

Soap,  Alicant,  recommended  in  th£  flone,  327.  Soap  lees,  how 
to  take,  ibid. 

Solarium.  See  Night-Jhade . 

Soldiers , expofed  to  many  diforders  from  the  hardfhips  they  un- 
dergo, 44.  Ought  to  be  employed  in  moderate  labour  in 
times  of  peace,  44,  note. 

Spine,  often  bent  by  artifls  working  in  unfavourable  poflures,  50. 

Spirit , re&ified,  the  diredt  menftruum  for  refins  and  eflential 
oils  of  vegetables,  695.  Of  wine,  camphorated,  how  to  pre- 
pare, 699.  Spirit  of  Mindererus,  ibid. 

Spirits,  low nefs  of,  the  general  forerunner  of  a nervous  fever, 
189.  The  proper  remedies  for,  446.  Cautions  to  perfons 
under  this  complaint,  447. 

Spirituous  liquors,  when  good  in  the  colic,  296.  And  for  gouty 
complaints  in  the  flomach,  363.  Should  be  avoided  by  all  per- 
fons 
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fens  afflided  with  nervous  diforders,  423.  The  ufe  of,  often  fa* 
tal,  623. 

Spitting  of  blood.  See  Blood . 

Sponge , may  be  ufed  to  fupply  the  w?nt  of  agaric  as  a ftyptic,  577* 
Its  ufe  in  extrading  fubftances  flopped  in  the  gullet* 

605. 

Sports , adive,  far  more  wholefome  than  fedentary  amufements,  85, 
Golf,  a better  exercife  than  cricket,  ibid,  note . 

S/o/j  in  the  eye,  how  to  treat,  459. 

Squinting,  how  to  corred  the  habit  of,  459. 

Stays , a ridiculous  and  pernicious  article  of  female  drefs,  14^91* 
The  wearing  of,  tends  to  produce  cancers  in  the  breafls,  467. 

Sternutatories , preparations  of,  recommended  for  refloring  loft 
fmell,  464. 

Sticking-plafter  is  the  heft  application  for  flight  wounds,  378. 

Stomach,  exercife  the  befl  cure  for  diforders  of,  84.  Inflammation 
of,  a diforder  that  calls  for  fpeedy  afliflance,  289.  Its  caufes, 
ibid.  Symptoms,  ibid.  Regimen,  290.  Medical  treatment,  ibid. 
Pain  in,  its  caufes,  362.  Remedies  for,  363,  Inflrudions  for 
perfons  fubjed  to,  364. 

Stone , the  formation  of,  in  the  bladder,  explained,  124.  This 
diforder  how  diftinguiflied  from  the  gravel,  324.  Caufes  and 
fymptom s,  ibid.  Regimen,  325.  Medical  treatment,  326.  Ali- 
cant  foap  and  lime*water,  how  to  take  for  this  diforder,  327. 
The  uva  urfi,  a remedy  in  prefent  requefl  for,  328. 

Stool,  loofe,  the  benefit  of,  to  children,  35.  Proper  treatment  of, 
when  exceflive,  36.  The  difeharge  by,  cannot  be  regular,  if  the 
mode  of  living  be  irregular,  121.  One  in  a day  generally  fuffi- 
cient  for  an  adult,  122.  How  to  produce  a regularity  of,  ibid. 
Frequent  recourfe  to  medicines  for  coftivenefs,  injurious  to  the 
conftitution,  123. 

Storck,  Dr.  his  method  of  treating  cancers,  469. 

Strabifmus.  See  Squinting. 

Strains,  proper  method  of  treating,  597.  The  fafeft  external  ap* 
plications,  ibid.  note. 

Strangury , from  a bliftering  plafter,  how,  to  guard  againfl,  167. 
In  the  fmall-pox,  how  to  relieve,  222.  From  a venereal  caule, 
deferibed,  with  its  proper  treatment,  507. 

Strangulation,  courfe  of  treatment  for  the  recovery  of  perfons 
from,  628. 

Strajburgh , fuccefsful  treatment  of  a miliary  fever  there,  208,  note . 

Strength,  the  folly  of  trials  of,  from  emulation,  40,  44. 

Study,  mtenfe,  injurious  to  health,  54.  The  diforders  occafioned 
by,  55.  Charader  of  a mere  fludent,  58.  Hints  of  advice  to 
fludious  perfons,  59.  Danger  of  their  having  recourfe  to  cor- 
dials, 60.  Health  often  negleded  while  in  pofleffion,  and  la- 
boured for  after  it  is  deftroyed,  61.  No  perlon  ought  to  fludy 
immediately  after  a full  meal,  62.  Dietetical  advice  to  the  flu- 
dious,  71.  The  general  effeds  of,  on  the  conftitution,  420. 

Sublimate , corrcfive,  how  to  adminifter  in  venereal  cafes,  512,  f 

Suffocation , 
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Suffocation,  by  the  fames  of  charcoal,  liable  to  happen  in  dole 
chambers,  613.  General  caufes  of  fufFocation,  626.  Over- 
laying of  infants,  627. 

Sugar,  an  improper  article  in  the  food  of  children,  18. 

Sulphur , a good  remedy  for  expelling  worms,  368.  And  for  the 
itch,  403. 

Suppers , ought  not  to  deftroy  the  appetite  for  breakfaft,  73.  Heavy 
fuppers  fure  to  occafion  uneafy  nights,  88, 

Surgery , many  of  the  operations  of,  fuccefsfully  performed  by 
perfons  unfkilled  in  anatomy,  569.  Humanity  induces  every 
one  more  or  lefs  to  be  a furgeon,  ibid. 

Sweating,  generally  excited  in  an  improper  manner,  in  fevers, 
146.  160. 

Swoonings,  the  feveral  caufes  of,  defcribed,  424.  Proper  treat- 
ment of  this  diforder,  425.  618.  Cautions  to  perfons  fubjeft 
to  them,  622. 

Sydenham,  Dr.  his  method  of  treating  fevers  in  children  from 
teething,  560. 

Symptoms,  difeafes  better  diftinguiflied  by,  than  by  the  fyflematical 
arrangement  of,  135.  The  differences  of  fex,  age,  and  confti- 
tution,  to  be  confidered,  136.  Difeafes  of  the  mind  to  be 
diftinguifned  from  t’nofe  of  the  body,  137. 

Syncope,  proper  treatment  in,  619. 

Syrups , the  general  intention  of,  695.  How  to  make  limple 
fyrup,  and  to  modify  it  for  particular  purpofes,  ibid. 

T.  * 

1 Tacitus , his  remark  on  the  degeneracy  of  the  Roman  ladies,  4, 
note. 

Tallow-chandlers,  and  others  working  on  putrid  animal  fubftances, 
cautions  to,  39. 

Tapping  for  the  dropfy,  a fafe  and  fimple  operation,  379. 

ST«r,  Barbadoes,  its  efficacy  in  the  nervous  colic,  300. 

Tartar , foluble,  a good  remedy  for  the  jaundice,  373.  Cream 
of,  a good  remedy  in  a dropfy,  378.  And  rheumadfm,  390. 

Tajle,  how  to  reltore  the  fenfe  of,  when  injured,  465. 

Taylors , are  expofed  to  injuries  from  breathing  confined  air,  49. 
Are  fubjeft  to  confumptions,  ibid,  note . Often  lofe  the  ufe  of 
their  legs,  50.  Hints  of  inftru&ion  offered  to  them  in  regard 
to  their  health,  51. 

Tea , the  cuftomary  ufe  of,  injurious  to  female  conftitutions,  7. 
Deltroys  their  digeftive  powers,  and  produces  hyfterics,  66* 
The  bad  qualities  of,  principally  owing  to  imprudence  in  the 
ufe  of  it,  ibid.  Green,  chewing  of,  a remedy  for  the  heart- 
burn, 419.  Has  a powerful  effect  upon  the  nerves,  431,  note . 
Is  bad  for  perfons  troubled  with  flatulences,  445. 

Teething , the  diforders  attending,  539.  Regimen,  and  medical 
treatment  in,  560.  Applications  to  the  gums,  and  how  to  cut 
them,  561. 

Temperance , the  parent  of  health,  94. 

T ’ft  ides. 
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reticles,  fwelled,  the  caufe  of,  503.  Regimen  and  medicine  in, 
ibid.  Treatment  under  a cancerous  or  fcrophulous  habit,  504. 
rbirfi , how  it  may  be  quenched  when  a perfon  is  hot,  without 
danger*  132. 

rhought , intenfe,  deftru&ive  of  health,  54. 

Thrujh  in  infants,  the  diforder  and  its  caufes  defcribed,  547.  Me- 
dical treatment  of,  ibid . 

Tinttures  and  elixirs,  the  proper  medicines  to  exhibit  in  the  form 
of,  696.  Preparations  of  the  aromatic  tinaure,  ibid.  Com- 
pound tinaure  of  the  bark,  ibid.  Volatile  foetid  tinaure,  ibid. 
Volatile  tinaure  of  gum  guaiacum,  697.  Tindure  of  black 
hellebore,  ibid . Aftringent  tinaure,  ibid.  Tinaure  of  myrrh 
and  aloes,  ibid.  Tinaure  of  opium,  or  liquid  laudanum,  ibid. 
Tinaure  of  hiera  picra,  698.  Compound  tinaure  of  fenna, 
ibid . Tinaure  of  Spanilh  flies,  ibid.  Tinaure  of  the  balfam 
of  Tolu,  ibid.  Tinaure  of  rhubarb,  699. 

Tijfot,  Dr.  charafter  of  his  Avis  au  Peuple,  xiv.  His  medical 
courfe  for  the  cure  of  the  hydrophobia,  484.  His  direaions  for 
gathering,  preparing,  and  applying  agaric  of  the  oak  as  a 
ftyptic,  577,  note . Inftances  from,  of  the  recovery  of  drowned 

perfons,  611.  . 

Tobacco,  a clyfter  of  a decoaion  of,  ufeful  to  excite  a vomit,  606. 
A clyfter  of  the  fumes  of,  will  ftimulate  the  inteftines,  and 
produce  a ftool,  300.  610. 

Toes,  the  free  motion  of,  deftroyed  by  wearing  tight  ftioes,  92. 
Tooth-ach , the  general  caufes  of,  357.  Medical  treatment  of, 
ibid.  When  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  extraaion,  359.  Direc- 
tions for  cleaning  the  teeth,  360. 

Touch , injuries  to  which  the  fenfe  of,  is  liable,  with  the  remedies 
applicable  to,  465. 

Towns,  great,  the  air  of,  deftruaive  to  the  children  of  the  poor, 
30.  Children  bred  in  the  country  ought  not  to  be  fent  too  early 
into  towns,  32.  Cleanlinefs  not  fufliciently  attended  to  in, 
101.  Ought  to  be  fupplied  with  plenty  of  water  for  wafhing 
the  ftreets,  105,  note.  The  beft  means  to  guard  againft  infec- 
tion in,  109. 

Trades , fome  injurious  to  health  by  making  artifts  breathe  un- 
wholefome  air,  37.  49. 

Tranfstions , fudden,  from  heat  to  cold,  the  ill  effeas  of,  to  the 
conftitution,  131# 

Travellers,  the  ufe  of  vinegar  recommended  to,  46.  Ought  to  be 
very  careful  not  to  fleep  in  damp  beds,  iz8.  Fevers  why  often 
fatal  to,  144. 

Trees  Ihould  not  be  planted  too  near  to  houfes,  79. 

Treefoil  water,  a good  remedy  in  the  rheumatifm,  391, 

Tumours,  proper  treatment  of,  574. 

Turnbull,  Dr.  his  method  of  treating  the  croup  in  children,  55S. 

note , 

Turner's  cerate , preparation  of,  682. 

t. 
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Vapour  of  fermenting  liquors,  noxious  nature  of,  613. 

Vegetables , wholefome  corredions  of  the  bad  qualities  of  animal 
food,  65.  Their  extraordinary  effeds  in  the  fcurvy,  397, 
Venereal  difeafe,  why  omitted  in  the  firil  edition  of  this  work,  489. 
Unfavourable  circumflances  attending  this  diford  er,  490.  The 
virulent  gonorrhoea,  491.  Gleets,  500.  Swelled  ceflicles,  503. 
Buboes,  504*  Chancres,  509.  Strangury,  507.  Phymofis, 
509.  A confirmed  lues,  510.  American  method  of  curing 
this  difeafe,  513.  General  obfervations,  515.  Cleanlinefs  a 
great  prefervative  againfi,  517.  The  ufe  of  medicines  ought 
not  to  be  haftily  dropped,*  519.  Is  often  too  much  disre- 
garded, 520. 

Ventilators,  them  oft  ufefulofall  modern  medical  improvements,  78, 
Vertigo  often  produced  by  intenfe  lludy,  57. 

Vinegar , a great  antidote  againfi  difeafes,  and  ought  to  be  ufed 
by  all  travellers,  56.  Should  be  fprinkled  in  fick  chambers, 
309.  160.  199.  Is  of  confiderable  fervice  in  the  bite  of  a mad 
dog,  481  ; and  in  any  kind  of  poifon,  486.  Its  medical  pro- 
perties, 700.  Is  of  ufe  to  extrad  the  virtues  of  feveral  medi- 
cinal fubftances,  ibid . How  to  prepare  vinegar  of  litharge, 
ibid.  Vinegar  of  roles,  701.  Vinegar  of  fquill sy  ibid. 

Viper , the  bi,te  of,  the  fufiiciency  of  the  greafe  for  the  cure  of, 
doubted,  486.  Method  of  treatment  recommended,  ibid. 
Vitriol , elixir  of,  an  excellent  medicine  in  weaknefles  of  the 
llomach,  417.  And  for  windy  complaints,  425, 

Vitus , St.  his  dance,  method  of  cure  of,  436. 

Ulcers , proper  treatment  of,  according  to  their  different  natures* 
583.  Lime  water  a good  remedy,  585.  Dr.  Whytt’s  method 
of  tieating  them,  ibid.  Fiftulous  ulcers,  586. 

Vomits,  their  ufe  in  agues,  150;  and  in  the  nervous  fever,  191, 

- Cautions  for  adminiilering  in  the  putrid  fever,  201.  Ought  by 
no  means  to  be  adminiftered  in  an  inflammation  of  the  ilomach, 
290.  Are  ufeful  in  cafes  of  repletion,  312.  Are  powerful  re- 
medies in  the  jaundice,  372.  Are  the  firil  objed  to  be  purfued 
when  poifon  has  been  received  into  the  fldmach,  473.  Their 
ufe  in  the  hooping  cough,  and  how  to  adminiiler  them  to 
children,  286.  Midwives  too  rafh  in  the  ufe  of,  540,  note . 
Form  of  a gentle  one  for  infants  difordered  in  the  bowels,  545, 
Vomiting,  the  feveral  caufes  of,  315.  Medical  treatment  of,  316, 
Saline  draught  for  Hopping  of,  317.  Caufes  of,  in  children, 
551.  How  to  be  treated,  352.  Of  blood:  See  Blood. 

Voyage,  a long  one  frequently  cures  a confumption,  178.  Voy- 
ages have  an  excellent  eifed  on  perfons  afflided  with  nervous 
’disorders,  423. 

Ureters,  and  their  ufe,  defcribed,  303,  note , 

Urine , the  appearances  and  quantity  of,  too  uncertain  to  form  any 
determined  judgment  from,  123.  Dr.  Cheyne’s  judgment  as  to 
ike  due  quantity  of,  not  to  be  relied  on,  12/^,  The  fecretion 
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and  difcharge  of,  how  oblti-uSed,  ibid-  Bad  consequences  of 
retaining  it  too  long,  125.  Too  great  a quantity  of,  tends 
to  a confumption,  ibid  Stoppage  of,  its  general  caufes,  305* 
Caution  as  to  the  treatment  of,  ibid  Diabetes,  319.  In- 
continency  of,  322.  Suppreflion  of,  medical  treatment  in, 
jlid.  Cautions  to  perfons  fubje£l  to  this  diforder,  324* 
Bloody,  caufes  of,  ibid.  Medical  treatment  of,  344.  Aa 
obftinate  deafnefs  cured  by  warm  urine,  462,  note. 

Urine  doctors,  their  impudence,  and  great  fuccefs  from  the  cre- 
dulity of  the  populace,  124,  note. 

Uva  urfi , a remedy  in  prefent  requeft  for  the  (lone,  328. 

W. 

Walls , high,  unwholefome,  by  obftru&ing  the  free  current  of 

2L\T  70. 

Ward's  eflence,  preparation  of,  699.  His  fiftula  pafte,  a po- 
pular remedy  that  may  deferve  trial,  586.  ^ ...  . 

Wars  occafion  putrid  fevers,  by  tainting  the  air  with  the  effluvia 
cf  dead  carcafes,  196.  . t , oC. 

Wafts  hornets,  or  bees,  how  the  bite  of,  ought  to  be  treated,  480, 
Water  frequently  unwholefome  by  mineral  impregnations,^  67. 
Cautions  for  the  choice  of,  68.  Cold,  the  danger  of  drinking 

when  a perfon  is  hot,  131.  . 

Water  in  the  head,  is  a diforder  chiefly  incident  to  children, 
r 67.  Its  caufes,  fyraptoms,  and  proper  treatment,  ibid . The 
nature  of  the  diforder  feidom  difcovered  in  due  time  for  cure, 

568,  note . ^ 

Waters  by  infuflon,  how  to  prepare;  Lime  water,  701.  Com- 
pound lime  water,  702.  Sublimate  water,  ibid.  Styptic 
water,  ibid.  Tar  water,  ibid. 

Waters , Ample  diflilled,  their  medical  ufes,  703.  Preparation 
of  cinnamon  water,  ibid.  Pennyroyal  water,  ibid.  Pepper- 
mint water,  ibid.  Spearmint  water,  ibid.  Rofe  water,  704. 
Jamaica  pepper  water,  ibid. 

Waters,  fpirituous  drilled,  how  to  prepare ; Spirituous  cinnamon 
water,  704.  Spirituous  Jamaica  pepper  water,  ibid. 

Watery  eye,  how  to  cure,  460.  r 0 

Weaning  of  children  from  the  breaft,  the  proper  mode  01,  17,  18. 
Weather , ftates  of,  which  produce  the  putrid  fever,  195. 

Wells , caution  to  perfons  going  down  into  them,  77,  note.  Deep, 
ought  not  be  entered  till  the  air  in,  is  purified,  614.  # 

Whey,  an  excellent  drink  in  a dyfentery,  349;  and  10  the 
rheumatilm,  390.  Orange  whey,  how  to  make,  159.  Alum 
whey,  321.  704.  Muftard  whey,  705.  Scorbutic  whey,  ibid. 
Whitlow , 575. 

Wbytt,  Dr.  his  remedies  for  flatulences,  444. 

Wind . See  Flatulences . 

Windows , the  danger  of  throwing  them  open  on  account  of  neat, 
and  fitting  near  them,  133.  ^ 

Wine,  good,  almoft  the  only  medicine  necefl^ry  in  a nervous 
fever,  190.  ?s  win*,. 
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Wines,  the  medical  properties  of,  705.  Their  ufe  in  extracting 
the  virtues  of  medicinal  fubftances,  706.  Preparation  of  an- 
thelminthic wine,  ibid.  Aitimonial  wine,  ibid.  Bitter  wine, 
ibid.  Ipecacuanha  wine,  707.  Chalybeate  or  fteel  wine* 
ibid.  Stomachic  wine,  ibid . 

Womb,  inflammation  of,  its  fymptoms,  536.  Medical  treat- 
ment of,  537. 

Women , errors  in  their  education  pointed  out,  4.  Why  fubjeCt  to 
hyflerics,  66.  Are  better  adapted  to  follow  fedentary  occupa- 
tions than  men,  83,  note.  In  child-bed,  often  die  from  their 
apprehenfions  of  death,  1 13.  Their  diforders  rendered  epide- 
mical by  the  force  of  imagination,  114.  Every  thing  that  can 
alarm  them  to  be  carefully  guarded  againfl,  ibid.  Evil  tendency 
of  tolling  bells  for  the  dead,  ibid.  How  expofed  to  a miliary 
fever  during  pregnancy,  205.  Their  conftitutions  injured  by 
living  too  much  within  doors,  521.  Thofe  who  work  in  the 
open  air  almofl:  as  hardy  as  men,  522.  Advice  to,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  menftrual  difcharge,  ibid.  At  the  commencement, 
523.  Fluor  alb  us,  with  its  proper  treatment,  defcribed,  529. 
Advice  to,  at  the  ceafing  of  the  menfes,  530.  Rules  of  conduit 
during  pregnancy,  ibid.  Caufes  and  iymptoms  of  abortion, 
531.  Howto  guard  againfl;  abortion,  532.  Treatment  in  cafes 
of  abortion,  ibid . Inftrudtions  at  the  time  of  child-birth,  533. 
Caufe  of  the  milk  fever,  537.  How  to  guard  again#  the  mi- 
liary fever,  538.  The  puerperal  fever,  ibid.  General  cautions 
for  women  in  child-bed,  542.  Caufes  of  barrennefs,  ibid. 

Wool , the  be#  external  application  in  the  gout,  383. 

JVorkhou/es  poifonous  to  infants,  30. 

Worms,  how  to  treat  a loofenefs  produced  by,  314.  Three  prin- 
cipal kinds  of,  diftinguiflied,  365.  Symptoms  of,  ibid.  Caufes, 
366.  Medical  treatment  for,  367.  Remedy  for  children,  368. 
General  cautions  for  preferving  children  from  them,  379, 
Danger  of  taking  quack  medicines  for  them,  ibid.  nbte. 

Wort,  recommended  for  the  fcurvy,  and  proper  to  drink  at  fea, 
396.  Is  a powerful  remedy  in  cancerous  cafes,  471. 

Wounds,  are  not  cured  by  external  applications,  575.  Are  cured 
by  nature,  576.  Proper  courfe  of  treatment,  ibid.  How  to 
flop  the  bleeding,  ibid.  Caution  againfl:  improper  ftyptics, 
577.  Method  of  drefling  them,  578.  Poultices  for  inflamed 
wounds,  2579.  Regimen  in,  .ibid. 

Writing,  hints  of  advice  to  thofe  who  are  much  employed  in,  56. 59. 


Taws,  general  hint  for  the  cure  of,  5J8,  note. 

Young  animals,  all  exert  their  organs  of  motion  as  fcon  as  they 
are  able,  22* 


Zinc,  the  flowers  of,  a popular  remedy  for  the  epilepfy,  435* 


Y. 
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